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Clinical  Observations  on  the  Surgical  Diseases  of  Childkood  and  Early 
Life.    By  Jno.  Wa-tson,  M.  D. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times. 

Dear  Sir  : — It  has  often  been  matter  of  surprise  to  me,  that  amid 
the  numerous  divisions  to  which  the  domain  of  surgery  is  at  the  present 
day  subjected,  we  hare  no  recognized  department  for  the  Surgical 
Diseases  of  Children.  The  industrial  instinct  of  modem  practitioners 
18  proverbial ;  it  shows  itself  in  almost  every  conceivable  form  ;  it  at- 
taches itself  to  almost  every  department  of  the  profession,  and  evinces 
astonishing  ingenuity  in  striking  out  new  puths  to  notoriety  and 
wealth  ;  and  hence  the  wonder,  that  it  should,  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, have  wholly  overlooked  so  promising  a  field  as  the  Surgical 
Pathology  of  Childhood. 

But,  to  say  no  more  of  our  industrious  specialists,  the  department 
of  surgery  to  which  I  refer  is  worthy  of  serious  attention ;  the  more  so 
from  the  fact  that,  as  yet,  it  has  never  been  thoroughly  studied.  I 
cannot  refer  to  a  single  author  who  has  given  it  more  than  a  passing 
notice. 

We  are  all  aware  that  the  plastic  and  growing  frame  of  children  is 
in  many  respects  different  from  that  of  the  adult,  and  liable  to  many 
incidental  vitiations  to  which  the  fully  developed  frame  is  no  longer 
subject,  or  subject  only  in  a  much  less  degree.  I  propose  in  the  pres- 
ent communication,  then,  to  allude  very  cursorily  to  a  few  of  these.— 

VOL,  m. — HO.  1.  1 


2  De.  Watson  on  Surgical  Diseoiea  of  Childhood.    [Oct.,  ^ 

Had  I  time  to  follow  out  the  subject  in  all  its  beanDgs,  it  might  prove 
a  useful  as  well  as  interesting  study.     But  I  must  content  myself  for 
the  present  with  simply  collating  a  few  cases,  as  clinical  illustrations-* 
of  some  of  the  accidents  to  which  the  limbs  of  children  are  exposed. 

I.  Injuriet  about  the  Shoulder^  and  their  Consequences, 

Case  1.  Jane  E.  Sharp,  a  child  between  five  and  six  years  old, 
was  brought  to  me,  July  29,  1841,  in  consequence  of  a  wasting  disease 
of  her  left  arm.  She  was  unable  to  raise  the  arm,  or  to  extend  it  from 
the  body,  but  had  the  free  use  of  the  hand  and  fore  arm.  The  whole 
limb  was  smaller  than  the  other.  The  atrophy  had  extended  to  the 
bones  as  well  as  to  the  muscles  and  other  soft  tissues,  but  was  most 
apparent  in  the  total  wasting  of  the  deltoid.  The  head  of  the  humerus, 
when  the  limb  was  allowed  to  hang  down,  would  fall  from  its  socket 
into  the  axilla ;  the  coracoid  process  appeared  more  prominent  than 
natural.  The  head  of  humerus  could  be  replaced  without  difficulty, 
but  it  fell  out  of  its  place  immediately  afterwards.  The  patient  was  in 
other  respects  a  healthy  child.  Her  mother  informed  me,  that  when 
the  child  was  about  ten  months  old  she  had  a  fall  upon  the  shoulder, 
and  that  the  arm  had  been  weaker  and  smaller  than  the  other  ever 
since.  She  thinka  that  of  late  it  has  grown  considerably,  and  that  the 
child  has  rather  more  use  of  it  than  formerly.  She  has  used  local  irri- 
tation, passive  motion,  and  other  local  treatment,  without  benefit. 

Seeing  that  the  humerus  could  be  held  in  place  by  a  very  slight 
force,  I  directed  the  mother  to  have  a*  spring  bandage  prepared  by 
quilting  a  number  of  spiral  suspender- wires  into  a  fold  of  muslin  (this 
was  before  the  days  of  the  vulcanized  india-rubber),  and  this  latter 
made  like  a  sleeve,  which  should  extend  from  the  elbow  to  the  top  of 
the  scapula,  to  be  attached  below  to  the  fore-arm,  and  above  to  a 
sort  of  bodice  or  jacket.  The  object  of  this  apparatus  was  to  supply 
contractile  power,  in  imitation  of  the  muscular  power,  and  in  such 
a  way  as  to  draw  the  humerus  upwards,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
the  patient  full  liberty  to  move  the  limb.  The  result  of  the  treat- 
ment I  am  unable  to  state.  But  I  may  here  add,  that  I  advised  the 
spring  apparatus  in  this  case  from  having  seen  its  good  effects  in  a  case 
of  partial  loss  of  muscular  power  in  the  leg  and  foot,  after  a  protracted 
disease  of  the  knee  joint.  The  spring  bandage,  in  this  latter  instance, 
Buppliec^  the  loss  of  power  from  wasting  of  the  tibialis  anticus  and 
other  muscles  that  serve  to  flex  the  foot  upon  the  tibia. 
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Cask  2.  On  the  28d  of  September,  1847,  a  consultation  was  held 
at  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  in  the  ease  of  Ann  Marr»  an  Irish  girl,  aged  17, 
mrho  had  injured  her  left  shoulder  by  a  fall,  rather  more  than  five  weeks 
previouslj.  The  case  had  at  first  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  ordinary 
luxation  into  the  axilla.  But  it  was  soon  apparent  that  no  great  phys- 
ical ibrce  was  necessary  to  replace  the  luxated  humerus.  The  slight- 
est efibrt  sufficed  to  restore  it  to  its  natural  position  ;  but  from  wasting 
of  the  muscles,  and  relaxation  of  the  ligaments,  the  arm,  when  left 
alone,  dropped  down  again  immediately  by  its  own  weight. 

The  treatment  settled  upon,  was  to  secure  the  arm  as  in  fracture  of 
the  clavicle,  so  as  to  retain  the  head  of  the  humerus  in  its  position,  and 
if  possible,  give  the  muscles  and  other  tissues  about  the  joint  an  op- 
portunity to  contract  to  their  natural  dimensions.  This  treatment,  with 
the  addition  of  stimulating  embrocations,  was  continued  till  the  15th 
(^November,  when  electro-magnetism  was  applied,  and  afterwards  re- 
peated daily  until  about  the  2Zd  of  December,  when  the  patient  was 
able  to  raise  the  arm  to  her  head.  But  as  yet  she  has  regained  little 
or  no  power  in  her  fingers ;  for  these  appear  to  have  been  enfeebled,  if 
not  paralyzed,  from  the  first,  probably  in  consequence  of  some  injury 
to  the  axillary  plexus  at  the  time  of  the  fall.  She  continued  in  this 
state  until  the  18th  of  January,  1848,  when  she  left  the  institution, 
with  little  prospect  of  any  further  improvement. 

Cask  3.  A  boy,  aged  4,  the  son  of  Mr.  M.,  was  brought  to  ma  from 
the  country,  August  27,  1853,  who,  about  five  weeks  previously,  had 
received  some  injury  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  right  shoulder  joint. 
A  day  or  two  before  he  began  to  complain,  the  nurse  had  taken  him  on 
a  long  excursion,  and  is  supposed  to  have  dragged  him  by  the  arm; 
ft)r,  on  his  return,  he  was  exceedingly  exhausted,  and  complained  for 
acme  days  of  his  shoulder  hurling  him.  On  examination,  his  mother 
detected  considerable  swelling,  heat  and  tenderness  over  the  back  of 
the  scapula ;  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  as  the  pain  and  tumefac- 
tion subsided,  it  was  found  that  the  child  had  lost  the  use  of  the  arm, 
though  still  retaining  the  power  of  moving  the  fore-arm  and  hand. 
When  brought  to  me,  there  was  no  tenderness  about  the  joint,  the  head 
of  the  humerus  had  not  yet  quite  escaped  from  th^  glenoid  cavity ;  but 
the  deltoid  was  reduced  to  a  mere  shred  ;  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  fore- 
arm and  hand,  were  all  wasted  and  flaccid  ;  and  the  head  of  the  hu- 
mei'os  hung  loose  in  its  socket,  as  if  just  ready  to  drop  out  of  it>  There 
is  a  sense  of  roughness  and  grating  produced  by  pushing  up  the  head 
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of  the  bofte  and  rotating  it  within  the  glenoid  cavity.  The  aim  hangs 
useless  by  the  side,  except  when  lifted  by  the  opposite  hand.  Bat  he 
has  considerable  use  of  the  fore-arm  and  hand,  and  is  entirely  free 
from  tenderness  and  pain  about  the  injured  joint.  I  advised  a  sup- 
porting bandage  for  keeping  the  head  of  the  bone  in  place,  stimulating 
embrocations,  and  an  ammoniacum  plaster  over  the  top  of  the  shoulder. 
The  case  is  still  in  progress.  I  intend,  as  soon  as  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  latent  inflammation  about  the  joint,  to  resort  to  the  galvanic 
battery. 

Cases  somewhat  analogons  to  the  foregoing,  now  and  then  occur 
in  grown  persons,  and  in  them  are  usually  looked  upon  as  paralysis  of 
the  deltoid.  But  the  peculiarity  of  the  disease  as  incidental  to  child- 
ren, is  that  it  arrests  the  development  of  the  lirab  more  or  less  com- 
pletely, and  allows  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  escape  very  soon  from 
its  socket ;  whilst  in  the  adult,  the  wasting  is  principally  confined  to 
the  deltoid  muscles,  or  at  furthest,  to  the  soft  tissues,  and  the  head  of 
the  bone  is  not  so  apt  to  suflfer  spontaneous  luxation.  The  two  follow- 
ing are  instances  of  the  affection  in  adults. 

Case  4.  J.  L.  Wellington,  aged  32,  seaman,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  Sept.  30,  1843,  with  lame- 
ness of  the  right  shoulder,  of  three  weeks  standing,  without  any  pre- 
vious sensible  injury,  except  perhaps,  by  over-exertion  during  a  gale 
of  wibd  at  sea.  The  patient's  rest  is  disturbed  by  a  constant  dull, 
heavy  pain,  which  is  increased  by  pressure  over  the  region  of  the  del- 
toid muscle.  But  the  joint  is  without  other  evidences  of  inflammation. 
The  arm  can  be  moved  backwards  and  forwnrds,  but  cannot  be  elevated 
without  assistance.  The  deltoid  muscle  appears  to  have  lost  its  power 
of  contraction.     The  general  health  is  good. 

The  treatment  was  by  anodyne  embrocations,  followed  by  blis- 
ters, by  the  local  abstraction  of  blood,  by  tartar-emetic  ointment,  and 
finally,  by  electricity.  His  general  health  appeared,  for  a  time,  to  have 
failed ;  but,  under  the  use  of  cathartics  and  bitter  infiision,  this  was 
again  restored.  He  left  the  hospital,  Dec.  26,  1843,  after  using  the 
electricity  for  about  a  fortnight,  evidently  much  improved  by  it,  and 
gradually  regaining  the  use  of  the  limb. 

Cask  5.  Simon  Ramm,  aged  26,  an  athletic  German  seaman,  in  rug- 
ged general  health,  was  admitted  January  12th,  184G,  with  partial  loss 
of  motion  in  his  left  arm.  The  loss  of  power  had  come  on  very  gradu- 
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ally,  and  was  first  perceptible  within  two  months  of  the  time  of  his 
admiflsion.  He  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  forearm  and  hand,  but  could 
not  raise  his  arm  freely  from  his  body,  nor  elevate  the  shoulder.  The 
only  apparent  lesion  in  the  configuration  of  the  limb,  was  atrophy  of 
die  deltoid.  This  muscle  was  soft  and  flabby,  and  reduced  to  about 
one-third  of  its  natural  size.  The  patient  was  not  aware  of  ever  hav- 
ing injured  the  limb.  Passive  motion  gives  no  uneasiness,  and  there 
are  no  evidences  of  inflammation  in  the  joint 

The  caae  was  treated  by  passing  galvanic  shocks  daily  through  the 
limb,  by  blisters,  end  by  stimulating  embrocations,  for  about  six  weeks, 
without  much  benefit.  At  the  close  of  this  period  the  relaxation  of 
the  parts  about  the  shoulder  joint  had  rather  increased  than  diminish- 
ed; and  now,  for  the  first  time,  I  detected  roughness  and  sensation  of 
grating,  attended  with  a  dull  sound  within  the  joint,  whenever  I 
attempted  to  work  the  head  of  the  humerus  within  its  cavity ;  still, 
there  was  no  pain  or  other  sign  of  inflammadon.  The  patient,  at  the 
time  of  leaving  the  hospital,  March  3l8t,  was  as  little  able  to  use  the 

i  as  at  the  date  of  his  admission. 


II.  Injuries  at  and  below  the  Elbow, 
Cask  6.  The  first  instance  that  I  remember  to  have  met  with  of 
kMS  of  power  over  the  muscles  of  the  forearm,  as  the  result  of  injury 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  elbow,  was  in  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  J.,  then 
a  child  of  four  or  five  yeacs  old,  but  now  arrived  at  womanhood ;  she 
had  been  playing  behind  a  Venetian  door.  In  pushing  her  hand  and 
forearm  as  fiur  as  the  elbow  between  the  lattice-work  of  the  door,  by 
some  accident  the  limb  became  twisted  in  this  position,  and  so  injured 
that  in  a  few  days  it  was  found  that  she  had  no  longer  any  use  of  the 
band.  The  forearm  became  much  wasted,  and  smaller  than  the 
other,  and  continued  thus  for  several  months.  Frictions,  the  carrying 
of  a  weight  in  the  hand,  and  other  modes  of  local  treatment,  were  ad- 
vised. The  loss  of  power  continued  long  after  I  ceased  to  have 
observation  of  the  case.  But  in  course  of  time,  I  believe  the  child 
outgrew  the  injury.  I  have  seen  her  within  a  year  or  two,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  the  arm  once  injured  is  at  present  less  useful  than  the 
other. 

Cask  7.  Mary  Hays,  aged  twenty  months,  born  in  New  York, 
was  brought  to  the  hospital,  December  2l8t,  1843.  with  an  injury  near 
the  elbow,  caused  four  days  previous  by  having  had  the  limb  sud- 
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denly  wrenched  by  the  mother  in  attempting  to  lift  hen  The 
whole  arm  at  the  date  of  admission  was  too  much  swollen  to  make  oat 
▼ery  clearly  the  exact  nature  of  the  accident  But  by  proper  position 
of  the  limb  on  a  pillow,  and  the  use  of  an  evaporating  lotion,  the  swell- 
ing gradually  subsided ;  and  on  the  1st  of  January  it  was  apparent  that 
the  shaft  of  the  humerus  had  been  separated  from  its  cartilaginous  ex- 
pansion at  the  condyles  near  the  elbow.  On  the  5th  of  January,  as 
the  tumefaction  had  diminished,  the  limb  was  put  up  in  a  paste-board 
angular  splint ;  and  on  the  8th  of  February,  the  disjoined  cond}'les  hav- 
ing again  become  attached  to  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  the  case  was  dis- 
charged. How  far  the  use  of  the  forearm  was  permanently  impaired 
in  this  instance,  I  had  no  opportunity  of  observing. 

The  loss  of  power  of  the  forearm  in  such  injuries  as  I  have  now 
alluded  to,  is,  perhaps,  mainly  owing  to  direct  injury  to  the  muscles ; 
but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  nerves  are  occasionally  involved 
in  the  primary  shock.  Thus,  I  have  on  several  occasions  known  the 
pressure  of  a  circular  roller  near  the  elbow,  in  attempts  to  reduce  a 
luxated  humerus,  lead  to  paralysis,  more  or  less  persisting,  in  the  mus- 
cles of  the  forearm  and  hand.  A  similar  instance  I  have  above  slated, 
from  injury  to  the  shoulder;  and  I  remember  the  case  of  a  Swedish 
woman,  who,  in  consequence  of  a  luxation  at  the  shoulder  which  had 
ibr  two  years  remained  unreduced,  was  totally  deprived  of  the  use  of 
the  hand  and  forearm.  In  these  cases  the  loss  of  muscular  power 
coexisted  with  atrophy,  and  diminished  temperature. 

III.  Injuries   about  the  Knee^   leading  to   Separation  of  the  lower 
Epiphysis  of  the  Femur. 

I  must  here  for  the  present  pass  over  most  that  relates  to  diseases 
of  the  joints  proper,  and  confine  myself  to  accidents  producing  results 
similar  to  those  already  noticed  in  the  upper  extremity. 

CiiSB  8.  August  29th,  1840,  a  consultation  was  held  on  the  case  of 
a  lad  aged  about  16,  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  who  had  been  brought  to 
the  hospital  from  the  country  about  three  weeks  previously,  in  a  state 
of  extreme  exhaustion,  with  high  constitutional  disturbance,  and  colli- 
quative diarrheea ;  the  result  of  acute  inflammation  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  left  knee. 

About  two  months  previous  to  admission,  he  had  been  suddenly 
seized  with  severe  pain  around  the  knee-joint  and  extending  along  the 
thigh.     The  disease  soon  progressed  to  suppuration — to  ulceration  of 
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the  integuments,  and  great  tumefaction  of  the  whole  thigh.  The  in- 
tegument had  gi?en  way  just  above  the  knee,  and  the  lower  extremity 
of  tbe  femur  appeared  to  be  projecting  through  the  ulcerated  open- 
ing. An  eztensiye  sinus  undermined  the  integument,  and  ran  up- 
wards nearly  to  the  trochanter  major.  The  purulent  discharge  was 
immense.  The  patient,  since  his  admission,  had  been  on  the  use  of 
tonics  and  anodyne.  The  diarrhoea  and  febrile  symptoms  had,  in  some 
measure,  abated  ;  but  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  exposure  of  the 
ulcerated  surface,  had  led  to  the  generation  of  maggots  in  the  cavity 
of  tbe  abscess ;  and  confinement  to  bed  had  given  rise  to  ulceration  of 
the  skin  behind  the  sacrum  and  trochanters.  It  was  deemed  advisable 
to  remove  the  limb  as  high  up  as  possible  in  the  shaft  of  the  femur, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  track  of  the  abscess.  The  operation  was  by  the 
doable-flap  at  about  eight  inches  below  the  hip  joint,  and  was  per- 
formed by  one  of  my  colleagues.  The  abscess  had  extended  two  or 
three  inches  above  the  line  of  incision.  After  the  removal  of  the  limb, 
it  was  evident  that  the  projection  of  bone  through  the  opening  near 
the  knee,  which  appeared  like  the  lower  expansion  of  the  femur,  was, 
in  fact,  the  expanding  portion  of  the  shaft,  separated  from  the  epiphysis, 
which  was  still  in  state  of  cartilage,  and  attached  by  the  usual  ligaments 
to  the  upper  head  of  the  tibia.  The  cartilaginous  lining  of  the 
knee  joint  was  found  almost  wholly  eroded.  The  head  of  the  tibia,  as 
well  as  lower  part  of  the  femur,  was  carious  ;  and  the  whole  shaft  of 
the  femur  had  been  much  soflened  by  the  inflammatory  process.  The 
case  resulted  fatally. 

An  instance  somewhat  similar  to  the  foregoing,  which  terminated 
filially  in  less  than  a  month,  I  heard  of  recently,  as  having  occurred 
near  Pittsfield,  rather  more  than  a  year  since.  The  patient  was  under 
homeopathic  treatment ;  and  the  child  had  the  benefit  of  "  wearing 
out,"  as  the  attendants  gravely  informed  the  parents,  <*  rather  than  of 
dying  fVom  the  agency  of  medicine." 

A  case  nearly  similar  to  the  one  above  stated,  I  remember  to  have 
Been  in  the  hospital  as  long  ago  as  1837  or  1838.  The  sbafl  of  the 
femur  was  seen  projecting  through  an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  thigh.  The  epiphysis,  separated  from  the  shaft,  was  still 
attached  to  the  tibia  by  the  capsular  and  other  ligaments.  The  limb 
was  amputated  ;  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  the  lad  ultimately  recov- 
ered his  health.  The  following  appears  also  to  have  been  an  instance 
of  the  same  disease : 
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Case  9.  Thomas  Brainard,  an  Irish  boy,  aged  14,  was  admitted, 
April  7th,  1845,  with  diffuse  abscess  of  the  left  tliigb  and  leg.  the 
result  of  a  misstep  and  sudden  wrench  of  the  knee  in  aaeendiDg  « 
flight  of  stairs,  which  happened  four  weeks  previonsly.  The  injury 
had  been  allowed  to  progress  without  treatment  until  the  bursting  of 
the  abscess  on  the  inner  side  of  the  leg,  which  occurred  some  ten  days 
after  the  injury.  Subsequent  to  admission,  other  openings  were  made 
for  the  free  discharge  of  matter.  The  injury  of  soft  parts,  however, 
was  so  rapid,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  so  threatening,  that  on 
the  19th  of  April,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  remove  the  limb.  This  was 
done  by  one  of  my  colleagues.  In  the  hospital  registry  I  find  no 
note  of  the  condition  of  the  parts  about  the  knee  after  the  amputation. 
I  find,  however,  in  my  own  memoranda,  that  the  case  proved  to  be 
one  of  separation  of  the  epiphysis  of  the  femur  from  the  shaft,  simulating 
a  luxation  at  the  knee  joint.  For  some  days  after  the  operation,  the 
stump  progressed  favorably  ;  but  notwithstanding  a  supporting  course 
of  treatment,  the  general  condition  became  less  satisfactory.  Hectic 
fever  and  colliquative  diarrhasa,  alternating  with  profuse  perspiration, 
gradually  exhausted  the  patient,  who  fell  into  a  comatose  condition, 
and  died  in  a  convulsion  on  the  6th  of  May. 

As  in  many  analogous  cases  of  exhaustion  with  profuse  suppura- 
tion, evidences  of  pleuro-pneumonia  were  detected  after  death.  The 
right  lung  was  found  to  consist  of  only  two  lobes.  There  were  three 
small  abscesses  in  the  lower  lobe,  with  some  inflammatory  efiiisions  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pleura.  The  left  lung  was  healthy.  There  were  no 
evidences  of  phlebitis. 

IV.  Injuries  leading  to  Atrophy  of  the  Lower  Limb. 

Case  10.  The  little  son  of  a  medical  friend,  iu  attempting  to  imitate 
his  father,  by  placing  his  heel  against  the  mantle  above  the  fire- place, 
gave  his  hip  a  severe  twist,  and  for  some  days  afterwards  suffered 
severe  pain  in  the  part  But  as  the  pain  subsided,  the  accident  led  to 
no  serious  apprehension  at  the  time,  and  bad  been  nearly  forgotten, 
when  the  boy,  at  the  interval  ofa  few  months,  began  to  limp.  The  case 
now  was  carefully  watched,  and,  by  several  medical  men  who  examined 
it,  pronounced  to  be  incipient  disease  of  the  hip  joint  The  lunb  be- 
came somewhat  less  plump  and  muscular  than  the  other ;  the  hip 
appeared  flattened,  and  though  pressure,  applied  in  various  ways  so 
as  to  be  communicated  to  the  joint,  g^ve  no  decided  uneasiness,  yet  on 
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my  aevere  eiercise,  or  after  any  disturbance  of  the  digestive  organsy 
tbe  boy  woaUL  limp  conaiderably,  and  at  times  su&red  pains  like  those 
of  rbeomatism  aboni  the  hip  and  knee.  He  was  affected  in  this  man* 
ner  at  intenrals  for  several  years,  but  the  pain  would  at  times  shift  to 
the  opposite  limb.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  was  subjected  to  yarious 
modes  of  treatment,  local  and  general,  without  any  decided  effect. 
But  as  he  gradually  grew  up  to  adult  age,  the  limb  became  as  well 
developed  as  the  other,  and  the  limping  and  pain  entirely  disappeared. 
The  true  pathology  of  this  case  has  perhaps  never  been  clearly  under- 
stood. From  the  first,  I  felt  satisfied  that  if  the  joint  had  been  at  all 
affi»cted,  it  must  have  been  only  in  a  secondary  manner,  as  connected 
with  a  aprain  among  the  musclesf  and  perhaps  mostly  in  those  cooung 
from  the  inner  surface  of  the  pelvis  to  be  attached  to  the  inner  troch- 
anter. The  shifting  to  the  opposite  limb,  would  give  to  the  case  a 
rheumatic  character,  and  it  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  I  have 
known  local  injury  give  rise  to  a  general  and  severe  attack  of  rheu* 


Case  11.  A  sprightly  little  girl,  of  about  six  years  old,  was  brought 
to  me  from  the  country,  in  October,  1851,  in  consequence  of  lameness. 
Some  weeks  previously,  while  ill  of  a  slight  fever,  she  had  fallen  out 
of  bed,  but  was  not  at  the  time  supposed  to  have  sufiered  any  serious 
injury.  On  recovering  from  her  fever,  however,  she  was  slow  in  re- 
gaining the  use  of  her  limbs ;  and  it  was,  at  the  end  of  five  or  six 
weeks,  found  that  she  had  in  some  degree  lost  the  use  of  her  right  leg. 
The  whole  of  the  right  leg  and  thigh  appeared  to  be  less  fleshy  than 
the  other  limb— the  tissues  were  less  firm,  and  the  circular  measure- 
ment in  eY&rj  part  of  the  thigh  and  leg,  except  over  the  bony  promi- 
nences, was  considerably  less  than  in  the  sound  limb.  The  right  hip 
was  flaccid,  and  there  appeared  to  be  slight  elongation,  as  in  the  early 
stages  of  morbus  coxarius.  But  the  child  was  free  from  pain,  and  no 
test  of  pressure  could  develop  any  evidence  of  augmented  sensibility 
in  the  hip  joint.  The  case  was,  thus  far,  obscure ;  but  under  all  its 
aspects,  it  appeared  to  me  at  the  time  to  be  one  of  hip  disease.  Under 
tfiie  persuasion,  I  advised  rest  in  tbe  horizontal  position,  a  systematic 
course  of  purging  by  the  use  of  cream  of  tartar,  and  the  repeated  ab- 
straction of  blood,  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  by  the  application  of 
leeches  behind  the  trochanter  major. 

I  saw  the  child  a  second  time,  on  the  first  of  December.  The  limb 
was  now  still  more  evidently  wasted  than  the  sound  one,  and  its  tenn- 
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perature  in  every  part  was  much  reduced ;  but  the  length  of  both  limbe 
was  alike.  The  recumbent  posture  was  again  recommended,  with  the 
addition  of  electricity  and  friction  to  the  affected  Hmb,  and  the  internal 
use  of  hydriodate  of  potassa,  as  an  alterative  and  tonic. 

I  saw  her  for  the  third  time»  early  in  the  following  spring.  It  was 
now  apparent  that  the  principal  wasting  of  the  limb  was  in  the  muscles 
of  the  ]eg,  although  those  of  the  thigh  were  less  developed  than  in  the 
other  limb.  The  loss  of  temperature  in  the  diseased  leg  was  now  still 
more  apparent,  and  its  muscles  all  remarkably  flaccid,  whilst  those  of 
the  other  limb  were  plump  and  solid.  The  loss  of  temperature  and 
wasting  of  the  leg  below  the  knee,  were  also  accompanied  by  dropping 
of  the  foot  from  loss  of  contractile  power  of  the  anterior  flexor  muscles. 
It  was,  in  short,  very  evident  from  the  present  condition  of  the  limb, 
that  the  principal  injury  had  fallen  upon  the  parts  below  the  knee. 
In  order  to  arrest  the  atrophy,  and  restore  the  symmetry  of  the  two 
legs  so  far  as  to  overcome  the  lameness,  I  now  advised  the  continuance 
of  the  electricity  to  the  affected  log,  a  roller  to  be  constantly  worn  on 
the  sound  limb,  to  prevent  it  from  outstripping  the  other  in  growth,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  recumbent  position,  as  well  as  of  the  alterative 
medicine.  This  course  was  faithfully  followed  for  several  months, 
after  which  the  child  began  gradually  to  walk  about. 

I  have  again  heard  from  her  through  the  family  physician,  within 
a  few  days.  He  writes  to  me,  on  the  ISth  of  Sept.,  '53,  that  her  gen- 
eral health  is  good,  though  the  limb  below  the  knee  is  smaller  than  the 
other.  It  is,  however,  evidently  increased  in  size  since  last  seen  by 
me.  "  She  walks  half  a  mile  to  school,  romps  and  plays  as  though 
nothing  was  the  matter ;  yet  there  is  an  awkwardness  in  the  use  of  the 
leg,-which  I  think,"  says  he,  '*  chiefly  arises  from  stiffness  of  the  ankle 
joint.  The  muscles  of  the  leg  are  firmer  than  they  were  six  months 
since,  and  I  think  she  will  eventually  recover  their  perfect  use.*'  He 
concludes  by  remarking  that  "  it  is  certainly  an  unusual  case." 

Case  12;  A  delicate  child,  from  Georgia,  a  female,  two  years  old, 
of  strumous  diathesis,  and  from  parents  who  had  both  died  of  phthisis, 
was  brought  to  me  on  the  5th  of  July,  1843,  having  then  been  for 
several  months  unable  to  walk,  and  extremely  unwilling  to  stand,  or 
even  to  put  the  right  \eg  to  the  ground.  I  examined  her  with  great 
care,  and  could  find  no  difference  in  the  development,  plumpness,  sen* 
sibility,  or  temperature  of  the  two  limbs.  The  joints  were  all  as  sup- 
ple and  flexible  as  natural     The  lameness  was  unattended  with  pain. 
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and  could  not  be  traced  to  any  known  injury.  But  the  child  had  been 
moetly  entrusted  to  the  care  of  a  negro  girl,  who  might  have  allowed 
her  to  fall,  or  suffer  other  injury,  without  acknowledgment.  The  case 
bad  been  considered  by  the  family  physician,  and  others  who  had  ex- 
amined it  in  the  South,  as  one  of  morbus  cozarius.  I  put  the  child  on 
her  back,  ordered  frequent  embrocations  with  a  mixture  of  one  part 
of  tincture  of  iodine  to  seven  of  soap  liniment,  and  the  daily  internal 
administration  of  about  five  grs.  of  hydriodate  of  potassa  dissolved  in 
syrup  of  ginger.  This  course  was  still  in  use  on  the  31st  of  August^ 
when  I  last  saw  the  patient.  At  this  period,  it  had  become  evident 
that  the  child  was  suffering  from  no  .disease  in  any  of  the  joints,  and 
that  the  difficulty  lay  chiefly  in  the  muscles  below  the  knee.  The 
temperature  of  this  part  of  the  limb  was  now  less  than  that  of  the  other 
leg,  and  there  was  evident  tendency  to  dropping  of  the  foot,  from  loss 
of  power  in  the  tibialis  anticus  and  other  of  the  anterior  muscles 
which  serve  to  flex  the  foot.     The  case  is  still  under  treatment. 

The  points  most  worthy  of  observation  in  the  cases  now  related 
are,  that  injury  to  the  limbs  of  young  persons  may  lead,  1st.,  to  arrested 
development ;  and  to  lameness,  more  or  less  permanent  according  to 
the  degree  of  injury  inflicted  on  the  muscular  structure,  on  the  nerves, 
or  the  firmer  tissues ;  and,  above  all,  if  in  the  lower  limb,  to  the 
subsequent  want  of  growth  in  the  bones :  2nd.,  to  severe  inflammation 
around  the  spongy  heads  of  bones,  and  separation  of  the  cartilaginous 
expansions  from  the  more  consolidated  portions.  They  further  show, 
that  injuries  occurring  to  the  limbs  of  children  are  often  overlooked; 
and  that  when  they  give  rise  at  length  to  morbid  appearances,  these 
latter  are  often  mistaken  for  those  depending  on  diseases  which  do  not 
actually  exist 

It  was  my  object  in  commencing  this  paper,  to  add  a  few  other 
illustrations,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  flexibility  of  the  bones  of 
young  persons.  But  this,  and  other  points  connected  with  the  surgical 
diseases  of  early  life,  for  want  of  room,  I  must  reserve  for  some  other 
occasion. 

Very  truly  vours, 

JNO.  WATSON. 
New-York,  Sept  20/A,  1863. 
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I.  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINK 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes.    By  Sahusl  A.  Purdt,  M.  D.,  Sbcrbtabt. 

Stated  meeting  at  the  University,  Sept.  7tb»  1853.  President^ 
Isaac  Wood,  M.  D.,  ia  the  Chair.  Twenty-eight  members  present 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  A  bill  of 
ten  dollars  for  printing  notices,  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Board  of  TmsUes  reported  that  a  petition  had  been  sent  to 
the  Legislature,  through  Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart,  asking  for  an  amendment 
to  the  charter  of  the  Academy,  so  as  to  provide  for  its  being  en- 
titled to  Jive  delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  instead  of  one 
which  was  the  number  fixed  by  the  statute.  Said  amendment  to  the 
charter  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  Academy  is  conse- 
quently entitled  hereafter  to  the  increased  number.  They  also  re- 
ported that  they  had  engaged  the  room  in  which  the  meetings  of  the 
Academy  are  now  held,  for  another  year.  The  Trustees  ordered  that 
copies  of  the  Constitution,  and  other  documents,  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Librarian. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  that  the  diplomas  of  Dr. 
LeRoy  d'Etioles,  of  Paris,  and  Pnnce  Veromma,  of  Siam,  elected 
Corresponding  Fellows  of  the  Society »  had  been  forwarded  to  those 
gentlemen. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  in  the  treasury  to  be  $751.78. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster,  the  fee  &i2/  is  to  be  the  first  subject 
for  discussion,  after  scientific  intelligence,  at  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  the  Academy ;  and  this  was  directed  to  be  mentioned  in  the  notices 
for  next  month. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.   NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  25,  1853.  By 
Georgb  T.  Elliot,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

Dr.  H.  Van  Arsdalb,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr,  J,  Foster  Jenkins^  presented  a  specimen  of  Colloid  Cancer, 
and  read  the  following  history  of  the  case  : 

Colloid  Cancer  of  Abdomen, 

A H  ,  a  native  of  Ireland,  aged  68  years ;  had  been 

married  early  in  life  and  the  mother  of  five  children  ;  had  menstruated 
until  about  her  55th  year  (1839);  her  health  and  vigor  had  been  un- 
impaired until  about  the  year  1850 ;  she  had  ever  been  a  hard-working 
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woman.  Aboat  12  jean  since  (184 1 )»  after  severe  exertion  in  HAing, 
a  tumor  appeared  at  the  umbilical  ring,  of  ihe  size  of  a  small  walnut. 
It  increasecl  slowly  until,  in  January,  1853,  it  bad  attained  the  magni- 
tude of  an  orange.  Soon  after  its  appearance,  she  wore  a  truss—* 
I  cannot  learn  whether  by  advice  of  a  medical  man  or  not-— but  con- 
tinued to  do  so  only  a  short  time,  finding  no  relief  from  its  use.  The 
increase  of  the  tumor  had  been  unattended  with  much  inconvenience 
or  pain,  until  about  1849,  when,  or  in  1850,  she  was  obliged  to  leave  her 
place  as  a  servant,  on  account  of  frequent  pain  excited  by  work.  She 
was  received  as  a  pensioner  of  the  parish  to  which  she  belonged,  and 
b^g  free  from  tne  necessity  of  working,  continued  in  comfortable 
health  (?)  until  towards  the  close  of  1852,  up  to  which  time  she  fre- 
quently walked  two  or  three  miles  without  inconvenience.  Her  cbil- 
4ren,  however,  think  that  her  vigor  had  been  gradually  giving  way 
flince  1850. 

Towards  Christmas,  1852,  she  complained  of  failing  strength  and 
appetite,  but,  to  visit  an  invalid  daughter,  continued  her  walks  as 
usual. 

I  first  saw  her  on  the  19th  of  Jan.,  1853.  I  found  her  in  bed, 
complaining  of  soreness  of  the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  region  of  the 
tumor,  brought  on,  as  she  supposed,  by  a  long  walk  on  an  inclement 
day.  The  tumor  was  elastic  to  the  touch,  and  irregularly  lobulated.  The 
largest  lobe  was  of  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg,  and  of  a  dusky  red  color, 
from  the  great  number  of  blood  vessels  which  traversed  the  skin  cover- 
ing it.  The  tumor  was  generally  adherent  to  the  skin,  but  at  its  upper 
border,  was  a  hernial  protrusion,  which  could  easily  be  reduced. 
There  was  heat  of  surface,  weak  accelerated  pulse,  thirst,  white  tongue, 
scanty  urine,  and  constipation  of  the  bowels.  No  undue  dbtension  of 
abdomen  was  noticed,  though  afterwards  the  patient  told  me  that  she 
had  observed  her  increasing  size  for  more  than  a  year. 

Prescribe^  ft  cathartic  dose  of  calomel,  and  ordered  a  purgative 
enema.  The  next  day  her  bowels  had  been  freely  moved,  and  the  ten« 
demess  of  the  abdomen  had  diminished.  Reduced  the  smaller  tumor 
and  secured  the  ring  by  a  compress  and  adhesive  straps.  She  was 
soon  strong  enough  to  sit  up  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  but  never 
fully  recovered  her  appetite.  In  February,  there  was  evidently  in* 
creased  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and  on  percussion  distinct  vibra- 
tion (fluctuation  ?)  of  its  contents.  Pain  was  now  becoming  more 
severe  and  constant  through  the  whole  abdomen,  especially  in  its  lower 
part.  It  continued,  with  increasing  intensity,  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death,  in  May.  Diuretics  had  no  influence  on  the  accumulation,  which 
steadily  increased,  until,  by  the  15th  of  April,  the  respiration  and  cir- 
culation were  much  disturbed.  The  upward  pressure  upon  the  dia* 
phragm  also  rendered  the  stomach  irritable,  so  that  no  food  could  be 
retained.  Several  gentlemen  saw  the  patient  with  me  at  this  time,  and 
unanimously  recommetided  paracentesis  abdominis  which  I  had  already 
proposed  to  her.  She  desired  to  defer  the  operation  until  the  return 
of  her  clergyman,  who  was  out  of  town. 
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On  the  6th  of  May,  I  introduced  a  trocar  in  the  linea  alba  below  the 
tumor,  but  on  withdrawrag  it,  nothing  flowed  from  the  canula.  I  then 
punctured  midway  between  the  umbilicus  and  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  with  the  same  result,  though  fluctuation 
seemed  distinct  at  both  points.  No  peritonitis  ensued.  On  the  16tfa 
of  May,  the  patient  died. 

Seciio  CadaverU,  27  hours  after  death  : 
Cavities  of  the  head  and  chest  not  examined. 
The  abdomen  was  opened  by  an  incision  in  the  linea  alba,  whence 
protruded  through  its  whole  extent  an  amber-colored,  trembling,  jelly- 
like mass.  It  was  of  a  tenacious,  glutinous  consistence,  and  filleia  the 
whole  cavity,  being  molded  into  the  interstices  of  the  contained  organs 
and  intestines.  On  removing  a  superficial  layer  of  it,  there  was  ap- 
parent on  the  left  side,  a  compound  ovarian  cyst  extending  nearly  from 
the  diaphragm  to  the  pubes,  and  adherent  by  &lse  membrane  to  both 
diaphragm  and  intestines.  Its  capacity  was  not  far  from  a  gallon. 
Its  walls  were  easily  ruptured,  and  its  loculi  were  filled  with  the  same 
gelatinous  substance.  They  varied  in  size  from  that  of  a  currant  to 
that  of  an  egg.  The  general  color  was  that  of  amber,  but  here  and 
there  the  effusion  from  the  blood-vessels  which  ramified  over  the  septa 
gave  a  reddish  hue  to  the  contents  of  the  loculi  Again,  there  were 
opaque,  white  masses,  not  unlike  thick  cream. 

The  umbilical  tumor  was  found  to  be  omental,  and  to  be  made  up  of 
cysts  similar  to  those  of  the  ovary,  bound  together  by  a  Somewhat 
firmer  tissue.  They  were  generally  in  size  from  a  pea  to  a  hazle-nut, 
though  the  large  lobe  before  alluded  to,  seemed  to  consist  of  but  a 
singlt'  cyst.  The  omenta,  through  their  whole  extent,  were  loaded  with 
nodules  of  the  same  colloid  mass,  of  about  the  size  of  a  small  currant. 
The  gelntinous  accumulation  in  the  right-side  seemed  to  have  been  ef- 
fused from  ruptured  cysts,  as  the  distiuct  arrangement;  of  septa  was 
not  here  made  out.  The  right  ovary  was  of  natural  size,  presenting 
two  or  three  small  gelatinous  nodules  which  had  coalesced.  The 
uterus  at  its  neck  presented  the  same  appearance.  Its  parietes  were 
the  sent  of  several  fibrous  tumors.  The  liver  was  adherent,  through 
almost  Its  whole  extent,  by  bands  of  lymph.  It  was  natural  in  size, 
and  though  somewhat  softer  than  usual,  presented  none  of  the  colloid 
nodules  either  on  its  peritoneal  surface  or  in  its  parenchyma.  The 
amount  of  the  gelatinous  accumulation,  I  have  ascertained  by  measure- 
ment to  be  Hbout  \2  quarts. 

'1  he  general  appearances  indicated  areolar,  or  gelatiniform  cancer. 
A  microscopic  examination  exhibited  distinct  cancer-cells  and  crystals 
of  the  ammoniaco-magnesian  phosphate  diffused  through  the  ge- 
latinous niHnner  of  one  of  the  small  nodules  of  the  omentum. 
The  mother  of  this  patient  died  of  cancer  of  the  cheek. 
Dr.  Van  Aredale  remaiked  that  the  cancer  consisted  of  two  parts — 
a  minute  net -work,  recognized  by  its  peculiar  whitish  appearance,  im- 
bedded in  which  were  numerous  cells  containing  granular  nuclei. 
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Dr.  Parker  remarked  that  granular  nuclei  were  not  unusual  in 
these  cases. 

Dr,  Batchelder  inquired  whether  cancerous  matter  was  diffused 
through  the  whole  gelatinous  surface  ;  to  which  Dr.  Van  AradaU  re* 
plied  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  had  once  exhibited  a  case  of  colloid  cancer  devel- 
oped in  the  popliteal  space.  It  had  occasioned  an  error  in  diagnosis, 
by  displacement  of  the  artery  consequent  on  its  growth — being  taken 
for  an  aneurism.  The  limb  was  finally  amputated,  in  the  belief  that  it 
was  a  fungous  degeneration  of  the  knee  joint.  The  trae  nature  of 
the  case  was  not  made  out  till  afterwards.  Dr.  V.  B.  had  the  speci- 
men, and  thought  it  unique. 

Dr.  Parker  had  seen  a  tumor  of  this  kind  removed  from  the  same 
region,  by  Dr.  Rodgers.     The  disease  had  not  invaded  the  knee  joint. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  inquired  whether  the  specimen  of  Dr.  Rodgers  had 
been  examined  microscopically. 

Dr,  Parker  replied  in  the  negative. 


III.  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Extracts  from  the  Records.    By  C.  F.  Hey  wood,  M.  D.,  Secretarv. 

Dr.  Batchelder  related  the  following  particulars  of  a  case  of  doubt- 
ful diagnosis : — 

About  two  years  ago,  a  middle-aged  man  came  under  Dr.  B.'s 
observation,  presenting  some  of  the  signs  of  stricture  of  the  cesophagus. 
He  vomited  his  food  soon  after  it  had  been  swallowed,  in  an  unaltered 
state,  and  complained  of  pain  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cardiac  orifice 
of  the  stomach ;  but  a  probHng,  passed  through  the  canal,  proved  that 
no  stricture  existed  there.  The  dingnoais,  at  this  time,  appeared  to  Dr. 
B.  to  lie  between  organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  and  aneurism  of  the 
CQeliac  axis.  But  the  disease  was  not  then  fully  developed,  and  the 
patient  was  lost  sight  of  for  several  months. 

In  January  last,  he  was  seen  again  by  Dr.  B.  He  was  then  quite 
sick,  and  referred  his  pain  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  ensiform  carti- 
lage, and  also  complained  of  a  dull  heavy  "  ache^^*  which,  he  said,  was 
in  the  center  of  his  backbone.  He  was  constipated,  and  fn^quently 
vomited.  Colchicum.  bismuth,  and  aloes,  relieved  him,  and  he  was 
again  lost  sight  of  until  about  the  first  of  April.  At  that  time,  ail  bis 
symptoms  were  much  aggravated.  Pain  at  the  epigastrium  troubled 
him  incessantly.  He  was  unable  to  lie  down,  but  remained  through 
the  night  in  a  chair,  with  the  body  bent  forward.  This  pain  is  not  in- 
creased by  motion,  nor  affected  by  any  change  of  attitude.  Theni  is  a 
slight  degree  of  tumefaction  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  some  dullness 
on  percussion,  but  not  the  flatness  which  would  indicate  enlargement 
of  the  liver,  or  which  an  aneurism  might  be  supposed  to  produce. 
The  tenderness  of  this  region  is  excessive,  and  is  confined  to  a  space 
four  or  five  inches  in  diameter.    There  is  also,  here,  a  perceptible 
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pulsation,  which  is  not  relieved— like  ahdominal  pulsation  produced  by 
nervous  excitation — when  the  patient  assumes  the  erect  posture.  It  is 
not  distinct  at  the  back,  as  it  would  be  likely  to  be  were  it  aneurismal ; 
and  no  thrill  has  been  detected. 

The  matters  vomited  are  chiefly  ingesfa, — ^nothing  like  coflbei- 
grounds  have  been  seen.  At  first  the  chyme  vomited  was  always 
acid — at  present  it  is  not. 

The  ailatation  of  the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  generally  observed  in 
aneurism  below  the  diaphragm,  is  wanting  in  this  case.  A  very  slight 
amount  of  ascites  exists,  but  no  swelling  of  limbs.  The  pulse  is  68» 
and  regular — appetite  much  impaired*— dejections  dark.  He  has 
never  been  a  vigorous  man,  and  now  is  much  emaciated,  but  does  not 
present  the  complexion  usually  belongiog  to  cancerous  cachexia.  Has 
no  uriuary  difficulties — mind  quite  clear. 

He  is  at  present  in  great  agony,  vomiting  very  frequently,  and 
complaining  ot  acute  pain  and  tenderness  at  the  epigastrium. 

Dr.  Batchelder  said  that  the  facts  thus  far  obBerved,  would  not 
enable  him  to  form  an  exact  difierential  diagnosis,  but  he  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  pathological  anatomy  of  the  case  would  be  shown 
to  be  an  aneurism  of  the  caliae  axis. 

Dr.  Hubbard  said  he  had  lately  prescribed  yeast  for  a  case  of 
saccharine  diabetes,  and  the  patient  reported  that  his  disease  was  de- 
cidedly lessened  by  its  use.  But  the  case  had  been  under  observation 
for  a  short  time  only. 

Dr.  Heyv>ood  remarked  that  M.  Vemois  had  published,  in  the  June 
number  of  the  "  Archives  G6nerales  de  Medicine,"  some  original  obses* 
vations  upon  the  influence  of  difierent  diseases  on  the  sugar-producing 
fanction  of  the  liver.  The  paper  contains  the  analysis  of  170  cases, 
and  is  supposed  to  demonstrate  that  the  duration  of  a  malady,  as  well 
as  its  nature,  has  a  decided  influence  upon  the  abundance  of  saccharine 
matter  produced  by  the  liver ;  and  the  author  announces  in  general 
terms  that  the  quantity  of  hepatic  sugar  is  fuund  to  be  in  an  inverse 
ratio  to  the  duration  of  the  disease,  and  that  all  organic  affections  of 
the  liver  greatly  diminish  or  prevent  altogether  the  secretion  of  sugar. 
I  He  finds,  too,  that  cerebral  and  tuberculous  affections,  as  well  as  in- 

flammation of  the  respiratory  organs,  diminish  it. 
I  Dr.  Heywood  said  that  improvements  in  the  methods  of  testing 

[  sugar,  had  recently  shown  that  diabetes  was  a  much  more  common 

j  affection  than  was  formerly  supposed,  and  that,  like  albuminuria,  it  was 

not  unfrequently  a  temporary  symptom,  or  occurring  as  a  secondary 
complication.     He  had  recently  detected  sugar  in  the  urine  of  a  boy 
'  under  treatment  for  a  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  who  pre- 

\  sented  none  of  the  ordinary  signs  of  diabetes,  and  had  never  before 

excited  a  suspicion  of  it. 

Dr.  BoUon  related  the  following  facts,  of  a  case  of  purpura  connect* 
ed  with  a  strongly  marked  hsemorrhagic  diathesis.  The  patient  was 
five  years  of  age,  and  had  been  liable  from  bis  birth  to  excessive  hse- 
morrhages  from  trifling  injuries ;  slight  pressure  upon  any  part  of  the 
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body  prodaces  spots  like  the  effects  of  a  bruise ;  and  he  has  had  all 
the  time  large  purple  macolse  upon  the  back  of  the  neck  and  on  the 
Hmbe. 

The  treatment  has  been  Tery  successfiil,  and  consisted  in  the  per- 
seequiDiirate  of  iron,  turpentine,  and  sulphuric  acid  lemonade. 
During  the  last  month,  the  child  has  fallen  from  a  horse'  without 
produciDg  haemorrhage,  which  affords  good  OTidence  of  an  amend- 
ment. 

Dr.  8.  C.  Foster  related  the  following  case:  A  gentleman,  67 
yeaiB  of  age,  of  nervous  temperament  and  accustomed  to  the  excite* 
ment  of  business,  had  been  for  some  time  growing  irritable  in  temperi 
and  liable  to  Yomit  from  slight  causes,  and  had  subjected  himselron 
tbia  account  to  a  low  diet;  more  recently  he  had  complained  of  occa- 
sional pain  in  the  head  and  in  one  ear.  This  lasted  for  some  time,  but 
did  not  render  him  very  sick.  He  sat  up  all  day,  and  conversed  well 
without  difficulty ;  at  length  he  had  a  general  convulsion,  which  lasted 
fifteen  minutes,  and  left  him  in  a  state  of  stupor  for  two  hours.  At  the 
end  of  this  period  a  second  convulsion  occurred,  and,  finally  a  third 
one.  During  these  fits  the  pupil  remained  natural.  After  five  or 
ux  hours,  he  vomited  spontaneously,  and  seemed  much  relieved.  The 
next  day  he  called  himself  nearly  well.  The  diagnosis  at  first  seemed 
clearly  enough  to  be  some  serious  cerebral  lesion ;  but,  as  he  contin- 
ued for  two  weeks  to  improve,  and  presented  nothing  abnormal  except; 
perhape,  a  slight  impairment  of  memory,  which  was  hardly  noticed  at 
the  time,  it  was  concluded  that  these  symptoms  might  be  attributed 
to  some  disorder  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera. 

He  had  told  his  physician  that  he  was  well  enough  to  resume  his 
business  occupation  ;  and  was  going  to  Wall-street  on  the  next  day, 
when  he  began  to  grow  heavy,  and  soon  a  complete  stupor  was  fi>llow- 
ed  by  a  general  convulsion.  This  was  succeeded  by  coma,  which 
terminated  in  death  on  the  third  day. 

At  the  Autopty,  an  encysted  abscess,  of  oval  shape  and  about  the 
size  of  a  hen's  egg,  was  discovered  in  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right 
hemisphere  of  the  brain.  The  arachnoid  membrane  was  generally 
thickened. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Purc/y  related  the  following  case :  A  man,  70  years  ofaffe, 
was  operated  upon  for  a  strangulated  femoral  hernia  on  the  left  side. 
The  operation  was  perfectly  successful  in  removing  the  obstruction,  and 
the  wound  healed  by  first  intention.  While  the  patient  was  conva- 
lescent, he  was  observed  one  day  to  be  bleeding  quite  freely  firom  the 
mouth.  He  took  tinet  ferri  muriatU  with  apparent  relief,  and  passed 
a  comfortable  night.  The  next  day  a  haemorrhage  occurred  from  the 
bladder,  which  soon  ceased  ;  but  at  night  he  became  suddenly  apo- 
plectic, and  towards  morning  died.  Autopsy  was  not  allowed. 
2 
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LttUn  om  8}fpkUU.—No.  22.— By  M.  Ph.  Rioobd.    Translated  fiom 

the  French  by  W.  P.  Lattimorb,  M.  D. 

Mtf  Dear  Friend, — It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  say  » 
word  relative  to  the  treatment  of  chancre ;  but  you  know  that»  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  I  have  proposed  to  follow,  I  cannot,  in  this  connection* 
enter  into  many  details. 

Perhaps  you  will  permit  me  to  say  something  here  in  relation  to 
prophylaxis.  Medical  police  has  advanced  much  of  late  years,  espe- 
cially since  I  and  others  have  made  examinations  with  the  speculum, 
in  private  hospitals  and  in  public  dispensaries. 

It  b  very  certain  that,  since  this  mode  of  investigation  has  been 
generally  employed,  a  great  amelioration  in  the  health  of  public  women 
has  been  observed  Thus,  in  1800,  according  to  Parent-Duch&telet» 
one  woman  in  nine  was  found  diseased ;  since  1834,  the  proportion  has 
been  reduced  to  one  in  sixty.  The  speculum  has  had  a  great  share  in 
this  amelioration. 

But,  to  be  thoroughly  successful^  I  have  always  insisted  that  women 
should  be  visited  every  three  days,  without  distinction  of  rank ;  whether 
they  be  en  maison  or  en  carte  ;  whether  they  dwell  in  Paris  or  at  the 
haarrihru.  You  remember  that  inoculable  pus  may  be  formed  after  the 
second  day  of  an  artificial  inoculation.  Swediaur  admitted  that  chancre 
may  be  developed  within  twelve  hours.  Frequent  examinations  with 
the  speculum  are  therefore  indispensable,  if  we  expect  the  surveillance 
of  pubKc  women  to  furnish  a  certain  guarantee  of  freedom  from  disease. 

I  write  this  ytoxd,  guarantee^  with  special  design ;  for  there  are  some 
people  who,  after  contracting  an  accident  in  their  adventurous  loves, 
think  they  have  the  right  of  claiming  indemnity  from  the  government. 
Perhaps  you  think  I  am  not  serious.  I  will  offer  a  foct  in  proof  of  my 
assertion.  8ome  years  since,  I  received  a  visit  from  a  merchant  iS 
Lyons,  who  was  in  a  state  of  great  exasperation  against  the  prefect 
of  police.  He  came  to  get  a  certificate  settmg  forth  the  foct  that  he  had 
contracted  a  chancre  in  a  house  of  prostitution,  the  character  of  which 
he  imagined  to  be  pfiaranteed  by  the  authorities.  He  did  not  know 
that  UMratianj  like  all  commissions,  receives  no  guarantee  from  the 
government. 

I  pass  on  to  state  that  the  ameliorations  daily  introduced  In  the  sur- 
veillance of  prostitution,  and  the  zeal  exhibited  by  the  brethren  on 
whom  devolves  the  painful  service  of  the  dispensary  of  public  health, 
and  of  the  Hospital  of  Saint  Lazarre,  will  furnish  yet  more  auspicious 
resulte. 

Public  women  are  a  necessary  evil;  this  fact  is  generally  admitted. 
I  do  not  vrish  to  examine  the  reasons  favorably  or  adverse  to  the 
proposition,  for  this  is  not  the  place  to  examine  them.  But  if  the  evil 
18  necessary,  it  does  not  follow  that  its  quantity,  so  to  speak,  should  be 
extended,  as  a  learned  Belgian  brother  lately  seemed  to  wish ;  but  it 
is  especially  necessary  to  inspect  it  well  in  relation  to  its  quality. 

In  insisting  that  public  women  shall  not  communicate  disease,  it 
should  be  so  arranged  that  they  shall  not  be  liable  to  contract  it  from 
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tbooe  who  hftye  commeroe  with  them.  How  Ib  thb  reflult  to  he  mwom- 
plished  ?  Is  it  necessary  to  institute  an  examination  of  the  persons 
who  visit  them,  and  to  prevent  these  visits  should  they  prove  diseased? 
But,  apart  from  the  difficulties  of  such  an  institution,  the  danger  which 
we  should  thus  seek  to  prevent  would  be  augmented ;  for,  instead  of 
felling  into  a  sewer  which  the  police  could  cleanse,  the  unclean  would 
go  elsewhere. 

The  establishment  of  lazarets  and  of  quarantines,  suggested  by 
my  friend  Diday,  of  Lyons,  in  a  moment  of  laudable  philanthropy^ 
where  a  clear  patent  of  immunity  from  the  pox,  along  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  vaccination — a  patent  that  should  be  as  indispensable  as  a  pass- 
port, a  patent  without  which  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  any  public 
office — could  be  furnished,  cannot  be  thought  of  at  this  day. 

Whatever  may  have  been  said  by  the  author  of  this  ingenious 
proposition,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  an  institution  seem  iosur- 
mountable. 

There  was  a  time,  you  know,  when  those  affected  with  pox  were 
banished  from  Paris,  and  condemned  to  the  rope  if  they  returned ;  a 
time,  when  at  Bicetre,  patients  were  scourged  at  their  entrance  and 
exit.  All  this  did  not  diminish  the  number  of  the  infected.  On  the 
contrary,  the  scourgers  perhaps  deserved,  in  their  turn,  to  be  punished. 
These  barbarous  measures  have  fallen  into  disuse. 

It  is  undoubtedly  necessary  to  subject  to  rigorous  surveillance  all 
persons  whom  we  can  reach — soldiers,  for  example — and  to  sequester 
every  patient  over  whom  we  have  control ;  but  a  certain  degree  of 
toleration,  the  pardon  of  a  fault  which  is  sufficiently  often  involuntary, 
and  excellent  hospitals,  with  such  attendance  as  may  at  present  be 
fimnd  there,  and  which  time  will  still  further  improve,  are  the  best 
meaDS  of  general  prophylaxis,  or  those  at  least  which  will  tend  to 
diminish  the  gravity  of  the  disease. 

Moreover,  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  conditions  to  which  wo« 
men  are  subjected  in  the  present  state  of  society,  with  respect  to  labor 
and  its  remuneration,  have  for  a  long  time  acknowledged  the  fact  that 
herein  li^s  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  prostitution,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  propagation  of  syphilis.  Therefore,  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  women  with  respect  to  labor,  is  to  do  a  kind  office  as  well 
to  humanity  as  to  morals  and  public  hygiene. 

Yoa  remember  what  I  said  with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
chancres  are  produced.  It  is  necessary  to  remember  this  fact,  in  order 
to  shun  the  sources  of  contagion  pointed  out.  The  most  important 
fad  which  science  teachea  us  relative  to  prophylaxis,  is  the  necessity 
of  avoiding  exposure.  This  remark  doubtless  appears  a  little  naive  ; 
but  let  debauchees  remember  it,  for  it  is  the  very  truth.  I  am  now 
about  to  touch  upon  a  delicate  subject  which  is  full  of  shoals.  It  is 
still  an  unsettled  question  in  morals  and  medical  deontology,  whether 
the  physician  ought  to  give  advice,  with  respect  to  preservation  from 
e^riif  to  those  who  voluntarily  expose  themselves  tQ  the  liability  of  con- 
tracting disease  from  immoral  persons.    I  do  not  pretend  to  be  more 
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MTere  than  Parent-DucblLtelet,  who  treated  this  subject  with  a  pnritj 
of  intention  of  which  you  are  well  aware.  Beaides,  am  I  not  encour- 
aged by  the  very  character  of  the  journal  which  eives  such  liberal 
hospitality  to  my  letters?  I  address  the  learned — those  who  are  phy- 
sicians ;  and  was  it  not  yourself,  my  dear  friend,  who  said  that  science 
is  chaste,  even  stark-naked  1  Be  not  alarmed ;  for,  after  all,  I  shall 
only  glide  over  this  ticklish  subject. 

There  is  no  sure  and  absolute  preservative  against  chancre.  This 
is  my  declaration. 

ti,  in  spite  of  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  one  is  still  willing  to  run  his 
chance,  some  precautions  may  be  taken.  It  is  especially  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  the  precept  of  Nicholas  Massa,  so  energetically  rendered 
by  the  elder  Cullerier :  "  The  connection  should  not  voluntarily  be 
prolonged."  At  this  moment,  indeed,  it  is  necessary  to  be  egotistical, 
as  was  remarked  by  Hunter,  but  not  egotistical  after  the  manner  of 
Madam  de  Stael,  who  called  love  the  egotism  of  two. 

The  most  minute  attention  on  the  part  of  suspected  persons  ought 
to  be  required  in  houses  of  prostitution.  A  fact  with  which  we  haye 
been  for  a  long  time  familiar,  namely,  that  a  deposit  of  virulent  pus 
may  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  genital  organs  of  women,  demonstrates 
the  necessity  of  this  precaution.  This  is  a  means  of  always  preventing 
mediate  contagion.  I  have  told  you  that  numerous  experiments  have 
proved  to  me,  that  by  decomposing  the  virulent  pus  we  can  neutralize 
It  Alcohol  in  water ;  water  mixed  with  one-fifth  Labarraqne*s  liquid ; 
all  the  acids,  dilated  in  water  so  as  not  to  be  caustic ;  wine ;  sola* 
tions  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  acetate  of  lead,  destroy  the  inoculable 
power  of  virulent  pus  ;  while,  if  this  pus  remains  unaltered,  excessiyely 
minute  quantities  of  it — homoeopathic  quantities,  if  you  please — ^retain 
their  power  to  act.  M.  Puch6  informs  us  that,  at  the  Hdpital  du  Midi, 
the  effects  of  inoculation  have  been  obtained  by  him  from  one  drop  of 
pus  mixed  with  half  a  glass  of  water. 

Fatty  substances  are  very  useful,  especially  to  medical  men  who  are 
obliged  to  practice  the  touch  in  dangerous  localities.  Astringent 
lotions,  which  slightly  tan  the  tissues,  have  frequently  prevented  con- 
tagion. 

But,  if  cleanliness  is  necessary  before  intercourse,  on  the  part  of 
the  one  who  may  impart  the  disease,  it  need  be  minute  only  subsequent 
to  the  act  in  the  one  who  is  simply  exposed  to  infection. 

There  is  another  means  which  the  moral  sense  repudiates,  and  in 
which  the  debauchee  has  great  confidence :  this,  undoubtedly,  often 
serves  as  a  security  against  infection ;  but,  as  was  obsenred  by  a  woman 
of  much  aprity  it  is  a  cuirass  against  pleasure,  and  a  cobweb  agunst 
danger.  This  mediate  proeesi  is  an  article  which  is  often  porous,  or 
may  already  have  been  used ;  it  frequently  becomes  displaced ;  it  fol- 
fills  the  office  of  a  bad  umbrella,  which  the  storm  may  rend,  and  which, 
protecting  badly  enough  from  the  tempest,  does  not  preyent  the  feet 
from  getung  wet.     I  haye  seen,  in  fact,  numerous  ulcerations  of  the 
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root  of  the  penis,  of  the  peno-sorotal  angle,  of  the  scrotam,  Ac,  in  those 
who  had  taken  these  useless  precautions. 

Many  patients  helieve  themselves  safe  from  contagion  when  they 
do  DOC  terminate  the  venereal  act.  A  lady  who  consulted  me  on  her 
own  account,  was  very  much  astonished  when  she  found  that  she  had 
communicated  a  disease  to  her  lover ;  because,  she  said,  he  did  not  con- 
clude. 

Some  syphilographs  believe  that  the  urethral  infection  in  particular 
IB  e£fected  uter  ejaculation,  which  creates  a  vacuum,  and  because  na- 
ture abhors  a  vacuum.  But  numerous  facts  have  taught  me  the  re- 
verse of  this  statement.  Ejaculation,  on  the  contrary,  must  be  consid- 
ered 38  a  powerful  injection  from  behind  forwards,  thus  cleansmg  the 
urethra ;  and  if  urethral  affections,  already  so  common,  are  not  more 
frequent,  we  must  perhaps  attribute  the  ract  to  this  condition.  Thus, 
an  old,  excellent  precept  recommends  a  prompt  emission  of  urine  after 
every  suspicious  intercourse. 

The  circumcision  of  the  prepuce,  the  excision  of  nymphae  that  are 
too  long,  also  constitute  hygienic  measures  relative  to  the  genital  or- 
gans, inasmuch  as  these  appendices  greatly  &vor  contacrion. 

I  ask  your  pardon  for  this  digression  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  science 
to  destroy  the  influence  of  charlatanism  with  respect  to  the  dangerous 
employment  of  a  deceptive  prophylaxis. 

It  would  be  necessary,  were  it  possible,  to  indicate  all  the  measures 
that  prevent  contagion  and,  therefore,  the  propagation  of  syphilis ;  not 
in  Older  to  protect  or  to  encourage  libertinage,  but  to  protect  the  virtue 
and  the  chastity  which  so  often  become  its  vicdms. 

I  am  yet  to  speak  of  cauterization  as  an  abortive  remedy  against 
chancre.    But  I  will  make  this  the  subject  of  my  next  letter. 

Yours,  RICORD. 


goHptel  iRtjttrfe. 


I.  NEW  YORK  HOSPITAL. 

Thb  rapid  growth  of  the  metropolis,  the  great  number  of  buildings 
constantly  m  process  of  erection,  and  the  recently  introduced  city  rail- 
ways, in  addition  to  the  usual  sources  of  casualties  belonging  to  a 
seaport  town,  have  of  late  years  very  greatly  increased  amongst  us 
the  number  and  frequency  of  accidents  and  injuries  requiring  prompt 
surgical  aid ;  and  these  occur  mostly  in  that  class  of  society  which  looks 
to  a  hospital  for  refuge.  These  considerations  have  induced  the  Gov- 
eniora  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in 
^e  central  portion  of  the  city,  to  throw  open  its  wards  mainly  to  acci- 
dents and  injuries  of  recent  occurrence,  and  to  cases  which  are  suscep- 
tible of  immediate  or  early  relief.     Hence,  we  find  in  walldng  through 
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ihe  wards  of  this  hospital  a  very  small  number  of  chronic  cases ;  and 
the  number  of  patients  daily  admitted  and  discharged  is  large  in  pro- 
portion to  its  accommodations. 

The  whole  number  of  beds  is  360 ;  of  these  250  are  devoted  to  sur- 
gical and  the  remainder  to  medical  cases. 

There  are  two  surgical  divisions  and  one  medical ;  each  provided 
with  its  staff,  consisting  of  a  house-surgeon  or  physician,  and  his  senior 
and  junior  walker  or  dresser,  all  under  the  direction  of  the  surgeon 
or  physician  of  the  division  on  duty. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  medical  wards  (September  20th)  116 
cases ;  Dr.  Bulkley  in  attendance  since  1st  of  August 

During  the  six  weeks  from  the  first  of  August  to  the  middle  of 
September,  thirty  cases  of  dysentery  in  different  stages  and  of  different 
degrees  of  severity,  and  some  neglected  before  applying  for  admisaon^ 
have  been  received  into  the  hospital,  or  have  originated  in  the  house  in 
patients  ill  there  from  other  diseases ;  and  of  this  number  17  have  been 
discharged  cured,  2  have  left  the  hospital,  and  one  has  died;  10  still 
remaining  under  treatment. 

The  case  which  proved  fatal  occurred  in  a  patient  convalescing 
from  typhus  fever,  who  was  attacked  while  in  the  noose,  and  who  neg- 
lected to  report  his  condition  to  the  house  physician  for  two  or  diree 
days,  and  very  soon  sank  down  into  a  state  of  collapse  and  died.  The 
plan  of  treatment  most  usually  pursued  was  as  follows  :  when,  on  ad* 
mission,  the  discharges  were  either  bloody,  or  a  mixture  of  blood  and 
mucus,  or  shreddy,  and  there  was  an  absence  of  foecal  matter,  three 
grains  of  calomel  and  one  grain  of  opium  were  given,  to  be  repeated 
m  three  hours,  followed  in  three  hours  more  by  a  dose  of  castor-oiL 
This  generally  brought  away  foecal  stools.  Opium  was  then  directed 
in  doses  of  one  grain  every  two,  four,  or  six  nours,  according  to  the 
frequency  of  the  discharges  and  the  severity  of  the  pain.  If  faecal 
matter  ceased  to  appear  in  the  stools  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  pills 
and  oil  were  repeated  in  the  same  way.  Acetate  of  lead  was  given  in 
a  very  few  cases  only,  and  in  moderate  doses ;  and,  in  a  few  instances 
only»  opiate  injections,  prepared  usually  with  sulphate  of  morphine ; 
when  the  stools  were  foecal  on  admission,  opium  alone  was  administered. 
These  means,  with  a  carefully  regulated,  farinaceous  diet,  rest,  &c.,  have 
sufficed  to  bring  about  the  fortunate  result  above  mentioned,  and  in  a 
very  fair  average  period  of  time.  A  tendency  to  sink  into  collapse, 
indicated  by  sudden  prostration,  cold  extremities,  shriveled  skin,  con- 
tracted countenance,  <!^c.,  attended  at  times  by  rice-water  dejections 
and  vomiting,  has  been  a  not  infrequent  occurrence,  and  has  rendered 
it  necessary  to  watch  the  cases  very  closely,  and  to  meet  such  cases 
promptly  and  actively,  by  means  ofxhe  alcoholic  vapor  bath,  sinapisms, 
stimulants,  &c. 

The  number  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  lead,  received  at  the  hospital 
during  the  past  season,  has  been  quite  large.  Some  of  them  have  been 
traced  to  the  influence  of  lead-paint  as  a  cause,  either  in  painters  or  in 
those  who  have  remained  in  rooms  newly  painted ;  but,  in  many  cases, 
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the  mode  in  whicli  the  poison  was  introdaced  into  the  system  could  not 
be  detected.  In  cases  of  constipation,  strychnia  in  doses  of  one-six- 
teenth of  a  grain,  three  times  a  day,  has  been  given,  and  continued 
until  the  bowels  were  opened,  or  until  the  specific  effects  of  the  drug  were 
produced.  Other  means  have  been  used  to  assist  its  action  ;  and  evac- 
uations from  the  bowels  have  been  produced  in  some  cases  by  croton 
oil,  and,  in  other  cases»  by  turpentine  enemeta,  when  croton  oil  baa 
fiuled.  The  strychnia  is  bought  to  obviate  the  tendency  to  costiveneas 
which  follows  the  use  of  drastic  cathartics.  One  patient  was  permanently 
cured  of  the  constipation  bv  strychnia  alone.  The  blue  line  about  the 
gums  has  been  recognized  m  every  instance ;  and  in  one  case  there  was  a 
patch  of  deep  blue  ^or,  of  the  size  of  a  shilling-piece,  on  the  mem- 
brane lining  the  lower  lip.  All  the  cases  of  this  disease,  afte^  the  urgent 
symptoms  are  relieved,  are  now  treated  with  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
in  doses  of  five  grains  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increasing  to  ten 
grains,  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  M.  Melsens,  the  results  of 
whose  researches  have  been  repeatedly  verified  by  finding  lead  in  the 
urine  after  the  exhibition  of  this  remedy,  when  none  could  be  detected 
in  the  urine  of  the  same  individual  beibre  taking  it. 

We  were  struck  with  the  number  of  cases  of  different  forms  of  par- 
alysis in  the  wards,  exclusive  of  those  produced  by  lead.  One  case  of 
paraplegia,  the  first  symptoms  of  which  were  felt  on  the  3d  of  July 
last,  }B  improving  under  the  use  of  acetate  of  strychnine  in  doses  of 
one-fiftieth  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall.  Several  other  cases  of  paralysis  are  also  under  the  use  of  this 
form  of  strychnine ;  and  it  is  an  interesting  fiict,  that  in  one  case  of 
paraplegia,  produced  by  excessive  venereal  indulgence,  more  decided 
effects  were  produced  by  this  preparation,  even  in  the  minute  doses 
in  which  it  was  used,  than  had  followed  the  exhibition  of  the  sulphate 
of  strychnine  in  doses  of  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  at  the  same  interval, 
for  18  or  20  days.  In  one  acute  case  of  paralysis  affecting  both  the 
upper  and  lower  extremities,  in  a  man  24  years  of  age,  of  intemperate 
habits,  produced  by  exposure  to  cold,  the  disease  extended  to  the  base 
ot  the  brain,  and  produced  death. 

Two  cases  of  saccharine  diabetes  are  also  under  treatment,  one  of 
four  months'  standing,  and  the  other  of  about  three.  The  former  pa- 
tient passed  thirteen  quarts  of  urine  the  first  twenty-four  hours  atcer 
his  admission,  of  a  specific  gravity  of  1089,  and  had  all  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  well  marked.  He  is  now  under  the  use  of  the  phosphate 
of  iron  in  doses  of  ten  grains,  three  times  daily,  and  a  diet  of  animal 
food,  with  a  moderate  share  of  bread,  and  Dover's  powder  and  Warm 
baths.  The  other  patient  is  under  the  use  of  Dover's  powder,  with  a 
milk  diet.  Ice  is  found  the  most  grateful  as  well  as  the  most  effectual 
means  of  allaying  the  excessive  thirst  which  is  known  to  be  connected 
with  this  disease.  Sugar  has  been  found  in  the  urine  of  both,  by  differ- 
ent teats. 

On  the  surgical  side  of  the  house,  the  visitor  is  struck  by  the 
large  number  of  broken  limbs  under  treatment. 
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In  the  first  Bui^ical  division,  tbere  are  at  present  100  patients. 
Of  these  there  are  43  cases  of  fracture : — 

Fraetnre  of  the  thigh,  IS: — 1  compound. 

"       '*    "    leg,  17:— Soompoand—l  double  (ie.,hoth  lags.) 

"        •*    "    arm,  2. 

«    "    forearm,  1 :— 1  double  (both  forearms.) 

"    "    rib^  1. 

Minor  fractures,  4.* 

In  the  second  surgical  division,  the  character  of  the  cases  is  similarr 
There  are  here  93  patients.  Of  these,  32  are  cases  of  fracture : — ^Frac- 
ture of  the  thigh,  8 ;  fracture  of  the  leg,  11 — 6  compound ;  fracture 
of  the  arm,  2  ;  fracture  of  the  forearm,  4  ;  fractures  of  the  vertebrae, 
1 ;  fracture  of  the  ribs,  2  ;  minor  fractures,  4.  Wounds.  3.  Svphilis, 
16.  The  remainder  belong  to  the  usual  class  of  patients  in  the  sur- 
gical wards  of  a  hospital. 

Amputation  for  severe  compound  fractures,  generally  the  result  of 
railway  iojuries,  is  not  unfrequendy  necessary. 

We  select  for  report  a  few  of  the  surgical  cases  which  strike  us 
as  of  most  interest. 

Stab  in  thb  Arm. 
Dr,  Buck  in  attendance, 

P.  H.,  at.  18,  mechanic,  was  admitted  on  the  7th  of  June,  having 
received  a  wound  a  short  time  before,  while  ensaged  in  a  broiL 
Upon  examination,  he  was  found  tp  have  a  wound  of  the  left  arm, 
about  one  and  a  half  inches  below  the  insertion  of  the  pectoralis  major. 
The  wound  had  been  partially  dressed  previous  to  his  admission,  and 
these  dressings  were  not  removed.  The  hemorrhage  was  profuse, 
but  was  finally  controlled  by  the  application  of  compresses*  straps,  and 
by  bandaging  from  the  fingers  up. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  Dr.  Buck  performed  an  operation  for  the 

gurjpose  of  securing  ihe  ends  of  the  vessel  which  had  been  divided, 
Biving  discovered  the  day  before,  the  existence  of  an  aneurism. 
An  incision  was  made  on  the  anterior  side  of  the  arm,  extending  from 
the  axilla  to  a  point  about  two  inches  below  the  wound.  The  upper 
portion  of  the  brachial  artery  was  laid  bare,  and  the  incision  carried 
down  to  the  wound,  where  the  brachial  artery  was  found  completely 
divided.  The  ends  of  the  vessel,  both  above  and  below,  were  secured, 
which  checked  the  hemorrhage  permanently.  The  wound  was  brought 
together  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  patient  was  discharged  on  the  25th, 
completely  cured. 

Injury  of  ths  Kneb. 
Dr.  Buck  in  Attendance, 
L.  E.,  at,  26,  farmer,  was  admitted  on  the  8th  of  July,  with  an 
injury  to  the  left  knee  which  he  received  three  months  before  while 

*  There  are  also  2  eaaee  of  wounds,  and  a  considerable  number  of  patients 
laboring  under  venereal  affeotions. 
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diacharging  a  gau,  which  bant  and  seyerely  lacerated  the  knee.  The 
wounds  were  healed  on  his  admission,  but  Uiere  was  yery  great  defor- 
mity of  the  knee.  The  foot  was  very  much  abducted,  and  the  leg  ap- 
peared to  be  Bubluxated  at  the  knee-joint,  and  so  much  twisted  that 
It  rested  upon  the  outer  condyle,  while  the  inner  condyle  occupied 
rery  nearly  an  anterior  position.  The  leg  was  partially  flexed  upon 
the  thigh  and  anchylosed.  The  upper  portion  of  the  patella  was 
movable,  showing  that  it  was  fractured. 

TreatmeiU.  The  Hmb  was  placed  upon  a  double-inclined  plane,  and 
the  knee  strapped. 

It  was  finally  determined  to  attempt  an  operation  for  the  relief  of 
the  patient,  by  removing  a  portion  of  the  anchylosed  joint  and  straight- 
ening the  limb.  This  operation  was  accordingly  peiiormed  on  the  9th 
of  August,  by  making  a  crucial  incision  over  the  knee,  and  dissecting 
up  the  flaps.  The  articular  surfaces,  being  exposed,  were  fi)und  firmly 
united  by  a  fibrous  material  which  admitted  but  very  little  motion. 
The  ends  of  the  bones  were  divided  through  the  condyles,  and  a  por- 
tion removed,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  firactured  patella.  Holes  hav- 
ing been  drilled  through  the  ends  of  the  bones,  their  extremities  were 
brought  firmly  together,  by  means  of  annealed  iron  wire,  which  was 
twisted,  and  the  wound  brought  together  by  sutures  in  the  usual  way. 

On  the  10th  of  September  the  wires  were  removed,  and  firm  union 
was  found  to  have  taken  place. 

September  1 6th.  The  patient  is  doing  very  well;  and  everything 
promises  a  very  speedy  recovery,  leaving  him  with  a  serviceable  limb. 

Stricture — ^Perikial  Sbction. 
Br.  Van  Buren  in  Attendance, 

Wm.  Hans,  (bI.  19,  was  admitted  on  the  2d  of  June  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Markoe,  with  retention  of  urine  of  some  twelve  hours'  standing. 
The  bladder  was  very  much  distended,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to 
carry  an  instrument  into  it.  Five  months  previous  to  entering  the 
Hospital,  the  patient  fell  astride  of  a  pair  of  steps,  which  produced  so 
much  injury  to  the  perineum  that  he  was  unable  to  urinate  for  several 
hours.  When  he  recovered  from  this  temporary  retention,  the  urine 
was  bloody  and  ejected  in  a  very  small  stream.  This  bloody  charac- 
ter continued  for  some  three  or  four  davs.  After  this  time,  he  suffered 
frequently  from  retention,  and  was  obhged  to  make  water  very  often, 
the  urine  coming  away  in  drops. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  succeeded  on  two  occasions,  after  prolonged  efforts, 
in  introducing  an  instrument  of  the  smallest  size  into  the  bladder. 

The  treatment  consisted  in  attempting  to  pass  a  bougie  through  the 
stricture — ^which  was  in  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra — and 
in  the  administration  of  the  tinct.  mur.  fern.  The  occasions  on  which 
a  bougie  was  carried  into  the  bladder,  were  only  successful  after  a  very 
tedious  operation,  and  so  unsatisfactory  in  their  results,  that  it  was  de- 
termined to  attempt  a  cure  by  the  perineal  section. 
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This  operation  was  accordingly  ]>erfonned  on  tbe  ISib  of  Jaly,  by 
Dr.Van  Buren  :  tbe  strictare  was  divided  and  a  foll-fiised  catheter  car- 
ried into  the  bladder,  and  there  retained  by  means  of  a  bandage.  Tliis 
was  changed  daily. 

On  the  10th  of  September  the  wound  was  entirely  healed,  the 
urine  passing  freely  through  the  urethra,  which  was  sufficiently  capa- 
cious to  admit  a  full-sized  sound  without  difficulty,  and  the  patient  was 
discharged,  cured. 

Fractubes  of  both  Laos  and  Rib,  with  coKCCssioif  or  thx  Bbaht. 
Dr,  WaUon  m  Attendance, 

P.O*Niel,  at.  34,  laborer,  admitted  August  8 1st,  had  a  fall  25  feet, 
afighting  upon  his  feet.  When  examined  he  was  found  to  have  simple, 
comminuted  fracture  of  both  legs,  a  simple  fracture  of  the  siscth  rib  on 
the  left  side,  about  its  middle  third.  Patient  when  admitted  Was  in  a 
state  of  collapse,  the  pupils  were  dilated  and  insensible  to  light,  and 
there  was  bleeding  from  the  right  ear. 

The  treatment  was  that  generally  employed  in  cases  of  concussion, 
the  several  fractures  at  the  same  time  receiving  their  appropriate 
attention. 

Sept  15th.  This'patient  is  decidedly  improving.  All  of  the  various 
symptoms  vielding  kindly  to  treatment.  The  condition  of  the  fVactures 
is  very  satisfactory. 

The  Renorter  returns  his  thanks  to  the  attending  physicians  and 
surgeons  of^the  New  York  Hospital,  and  to  the  house  surgeons,  Dra. 
Agnew  and  McComb,  in  particular,  for  the  facilities  which  they  have 
kindly  extended  to  him  in  the  preparation  of  the  above  notices. 


II.  BELLEVUK  HOSPITAL. 

lliis  Hospital  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country,  containing  630 
beds.  It  is  under  the  control  of  the  Alms  House  Department  of  the 
cit^  of  New  York,  most  of  the  inmates  being  paupers.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  the  patients  are  laboring  under  chronic  affections,  but  there 
is  a  very  considerable  number  of  cases  of  acute  disease.  Tlie  house  is 
arranged  in  6  divisions,  3  medical,  2  surgical,  and  one  lying-in  depart- 
xbent^  each  having  its  house  physician  or  surgeon,  vrith  the  necessary 
assistants.  The  whole  number  of  patients  at  present  in  the  Hospital, 
is  447 ;  of  these,  238  are  in  the  medical,  173  in  the  surgical,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  lying-in  department.  Besides  these  447  patients, 
there  are  about  150  convalescents  who  are  no  longer  under  treatment, 
and  hence  were  not  enumerated.  There  are  six  attending  physicians 
and  the  same  number  of  attending  surgeons. 
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Albuminuria,  F^rioarditis. 
Dr.  Metcalfe  in  attendance. 

0.  C,  mL  81,  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on  the  19th  of  August. 
Three  months  preTioos  to  admission,  expenenced  a  yenr  strong  dispos* 
ition  to  sleep,  accompanied  by  swelling  of  the  feet,  and  a  severe  pain 
in  the  right  temple,  which  latter  lasted  for  about  three  weeks,  lias 
been  subject  to  palpitation  of  the  heart  for  some  time.  On  admission, 
ecwiplained  of  great  weakness  in  the  back ;  the  pulse  was  frequent,  and 
the  dropsy  general.  Had  some  cough  and  eipectorated  mucus.  Urine 
pdle,  and  kwded  with  albumen.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  of 
breathing ;  and  upon  auscultation  of  the  heart,  a  double  sound  was 
hesrd  which  was  considered  exocardial.  The  treatment  consisted  in 
the  administration  of  iron  and  an  infusion  of  juniper  berries,  with  the 
acetate  of  potash :  warm  baths,  cups,  d^c,  were  associated  with  the  med- 
icines. 

Purpura  haemorrhagica  became  developed  yery  generally  oyer  the 
body ;  and  the  yarious  symptoms  increased  in  intensity,  until  death  took 
place  on  the  21st  of  September. 

On  postmortem  examination,  the  tissues  generally  were  found  ex- 
tensiyely  infiltrated  with  serum.  The  heart  was  enormously  hypertro- 
pfaied,  and  all  its  cayities  were  filled  with  blood.  The  pericardium 
was  adherent  to  the  heart  oyer  the  left  ventricle.  The  aortic  yalyes 
Were  insufficient,  calcified,  and  their  margins  much  thickened  by  fibrous 
deposit  The  heart,  with  pericardium,  weighed  32  ounces.  The^kid- 
Beys  were  mottled  in  appearance,  and  there  was  a  very  considenble 
deposit  ofttit  in  their  suostance. 

Fracturk  of  Humxrus,  Scapula,  and  Lowbr  Jaw. 
Dr.  htuLC  Green  in  attendance. 

J.  M.,  at.  33,  was  admitted  on  the  1st  of  August  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Smith,  with  a  compound  fracture  of  the  arm,  a  comminuted  frac* 
ture  of  the  scapida,  and  a  simple  firacture  of  the  lower  jaw,  occasioned 
by  a  railroad  injury.  The  patient  was  intoxicated  at  the  time^  and 
while  attempting  to  cross  the  track,  was  knocked  down  by  the  horses, 
and  the  car  passed  over  him,  inflicting  the  above  injuries.  The 
wound  in  the  arm  extended  from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow,  exposing 
very  nearly  the  entire  length  of  the  bone,  but  has  at  the  present  time 
(Uie  22d  of  September)  almost  healed.  Large  abscesses  nave  formed 
over  the  scapuk,  and  also  in  the  arm,  which  have  dischai^d  enormous 
quantities  of  pus.  There  are  also  extensive  sinuses  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  these  seats  of  injury.  The  various  fractures  were  bandaged  in 
the  usual  way,  and  the  patient  bids  fkir  to  make  a  complete  and  epeedy 
recovery. 
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FrAOTUBS  op  the  CxRVIZ  FKMORIg  AND  DiSLOCATIOK  OF  THE  HuMIBUB. 

Dr.  Stone  in  attendanet, 

P.  R.,  cBt,  50,  was  admitted  on  the  18th  of  Augaat,  with  the  above 
injuries,  which  he  received  the  night  before,  while  engaged  in  a  broil, 
in  which  he  was  thrown  down  stairs.  The  dislocation  was  into  the 
axilla,  and  was  reduced  immediately  on  admismon,  and  dressed  in  the 
usual  way.  The  condition  of  the  patient  was  such  that  it  was  thought 
badvisable  to  attempt  any  treatment  of  the  fracture.  The  patient 
however,  at  the  present  time  (22d  of  September)  seems  to  be  doing 
well,  under  the  use  of  tonics  and  stimulants,  and  walks  around  the 
ward  with  the  aid  of  crutches,  without  experiencing  much  pain  or  an- 
noyance from  the  fractured  limb. 

The  reporter  returns  his  thanks  to  the  various  house  surgeons  and 
physicians  of  this  Hospital  for  the  kind  assistance  which  they  have  ren- 
dered hiffl. 
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In  eommeneioc^  upon  the  third  volume  of  the  New  Yobs  Medical  Timks, 
we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  return  thanks  for  the  increased  patronage  be- 
stowed upon  our  undertaking,  and  for  the  favor  with  which  it  has  been  received 
in  its  own  city  as  well  as  elsewhere.  In  acknowledgment  of  soch  favors,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  journal  still  more  v  alnable  and  intereeting, 
we  have  made  an  arrangement  which,  we  trust,  will  enable  us  to  present  our 
readers,  m  our  ftiture  nnmbers,  with  a  general  view  of  what  is  going  on  in 
the  different  hospitals  and  other  public  institutions  of  our  dty.  This  depart- 
ment will  be  in  charge  of  a  reporter  specially  provided  for  this  purpose,  who 
will  visit  these  different  places,  and  give  sketches  of  cases  of  interest  and  im- 
portance occurring  in  them.  Our  present  number  furnishes  a  specimen  of 
what  we  hope  to  be  able  to  continue,  if  the  increased  patronage  of  the 
journal  shall  warrant  the  additional  expenditure.  We  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  large  amount  of  or^iuiJ  matter  ftimished  them 
during  the  past  year,  and  do  not  intend  that  there  shall  be  any  falling  off  in 
this  respect. 

We  would  direct  attention  to  the  course  of  lectures  on  Human  and  Com- 
parative Embryology,  by  Prof.  Dalton,  notice  of  which  is  given  in  another 
phuse.  They  are  more  suited  to  professional  men  than  to  students  of  medi- 
cine, although  all  who  attend  them  will  be  profited  by  them  as  well  aa  interest- 
ed. Dr.  D.  is  a  zealous  and  successful  cultivator  of  this  branch  of  science, 
and  we  ahall  be  glad  to  find  that  his  efforts  are  appreciated  and  duly  re- 
warded. 
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A  Treatise  on  Operative  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  By  H.  Haynss  WiUL- 
TOM,  Fellow  of  Roy.  Coll.  of  Surgeons  in  England,  Surgeon  to 
Central  London  Opbthalmic  Hospital,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  to  St. 
Mary's  Hospital.  First  American  from  the  first  London  Edition ; 
iUustrated  by  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  engravings  on  wood. 
Edited  by  S.  Littell,  M.  D.,  Author  of  a  Manual  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye,  Surgeon  to  Will's  Hospital  for  the  Eye,  Ac,  Fellow  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  &c.,  &c.  Philadelphia : 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1853:     8vo,  pp.  599. 

Db.  Walton's  work  bears  evidence  of  great  research,  as  well  as  of 
extensive  opportunities  for  observation,  and  well  supplies  a  want  felt 
by  all  who  practice  opbthalmic  surgery.  The  schools  from  which  he 
has  derived  his  instruction,  and  the  teachers  whose  practical  lessons 
he  has  followed,  are  a  guarantee  of  the  soundness  of  his  views ;  while 
his  own  personal  experience  gives  authority  to  his  teachings. .  The 
work  is  mostly  a  faithful  reprint  from  the  London  edition ;  the  Ameri- 
can Editor,  Dr.  Littell,  himself  so  favorably  known  in  connection  with 
this  branch  of  the  profession,  having  had  occasion  to  add  only  a  few 
notes,  and  correct  a  few  inaccuracies,  chiefly  typographical.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  an  extended  critical  review  of  the  work  by  Dr. 
Mackenzie,  well  known  as  distinguished  authority  on  the  subject,  in 
one  of  the  leading  British  journals,  will  show  his  opinion  respecting  it 
'^InUie  whole  range  of  ophtbalmological  literature,'' he  says,  *' we 
know  of  no  work  which,  on  the  whole,  better  deserves  a  place  in  the 
fihrary  of  the  surgeon  than  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Haynes  Walton.  It  is 
fbU  of  sound  practical  views,  and  shows  the  rapid  advances  which  are 
being  made  in  this  department  of  the  medical  art.  Most  of  the  cases 
related  have  occurred  to  the  author  himself,  and  prove  him  to  be  an 
observing  and  faithful  practitioner.  His  style  is  good,  being  perspicu- 
ous and  unaffected.  Any  errors  in  his  book  are,  in  comparison  with 
the  mass  of  accurate  information  which  it  contains,  but  few  and  trivial, 
and  will  no  doubt  be  corrected  in  a  second  edition,  which,  we  believe, 
will  speedily  bd  called  for.''  The  mechanical  execution  of  the  work  it 
very  good ;  the  type  clear,  and  the  woodcuts  very  effective. 

Experimental  Beeearches  applied  to  Phyeiology  and  Patholo^,  By  E. 
BROWN-SfiQUARD,  M.  D.,  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  Laureate  of  the 
Institut  de  France  (Academie  des  Sciences),  Ex-Secretary  of  the 
Societ6  Philomathique  and  of  the  Society  de  Biologie,  of  Paris,  6sc, 
New  York:  H.  Bailliere,  290  Broadway;  210  Regent  Street, 
London;   and  Rue  Hautefeuille,  Paris ;  1863.     Pp.124. 

The  reputation  of  Dr.  Brown-S6quard  as  a  physiologist  and  pa- 
diologist  had  already  preceded  his  arrival  among  us,  and  many  of  us 
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have  been  gratified  with  his  teaching  and  successful  iUustrations  and 
eiperimenttf.  We  were  indebted  to  binot  for  a  paper  in  one  of  the 
eartier  numbers  of  our  last  volume;  and  he  was  a  regular  contributor 
to  the  pages  of  the  Medical  Examiner  of  Philadelphia  from  August  1852 
to  Au£[ust  18C3;  and  the  papers  published  in  that  journal  are  now  col- 
lected mto  the  present  volume.  These  form  only  a  part  of  the  author's 
original  researches  in  physiology  and  pathology.  He  states  that  a  sec* 
ond  part  will  soon  be  published,  containing  the  results  of  his  experiments 
and  clinical  observations  on  some  of  the  most  important  points  of  the 
physiology  and  pathology  of  the  different  nervous  centers;  on  fractures 
of  the  spine ;  on  the  vital  properties  of  the  iris,  and  <^  the  cellular  tissue ; 
on  the  properties  and  functions  of  the  blood ;  on  the  signs  of  death ;  on 
electro-physiology ;  on  the  laws  of  cadaverine  rigidity  and  putrefiiction ; 
and  on  the  etiology  and  treatment  of  some  of  the  neryous  diseases. 

Dc  B.  has  noade  numerous  experiments  with  respect  to  the  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy,  which  he  intends  to  publish  in  fuU^  when  he  has 
cleared  up  some  points  which  are  now  olMcure  to  him*  He  gives  the 
following  as  the  result  of  his  daily  observation,  for  three  or  ibur  years, 
of  more  than  a  hundred  animals  which  had  a  convulsive  affection  very 
much  resembling  epilepsy : 

l#l.  For  each  epileptic  animal,  the  number  of  fits  in  a  given  time 
is  generally  in  a  direct  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  food  taken. 

2nd,  There  is  an  inverse  proportion  between  the  amount  of  exercise 
and  the  number  of  fits. 

Zd,  Cauterization  of  the  nervous  membrane  of  the  larynx  is  able 
either  to  cure  or  to  relieve  these  animals. 

The  results  arrived  at  by  Dr.  B.  agree  perfectly  with  the  well- 
known  views  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  relation  to  epilepsy.  The  fol- 
lowing IS  the  plan  of  treatment  suggested  by  Dr.  B : 

\st.  Cauterization  of  the  larynx  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  (at  least  60  grains  to  the  ounce)  every  day,  fot  at  least  five 
or  six  weeks. 

2J.  Cauterization  of  the  skin  of  the  neck,  over  the  spine,  with  a 
hot  iron,  once  a  fortnight,  for  about  two  or  three  months. 

Zd.  Exercise  and  gymnastics. 

Ath,  Oxide  of  zinc,  or  ammoniated  copper,  internally. 

bth.  If  in  a  fit  of  epilepsy  the  suflfocation  is  very  considerable,  the 
operation  of  tracheotomy  ought  then  to  be  performed  immediately. 

Dr.  B.  is  an  industrious  as  well  as  a  successful  cultivator  of  the 
field  of  labor  which  he  has  chosen,  and  we  shall  look  for  further  ex- 
position of  his  results  and  opinions  with  interest 

The  MicroscopUi ;  or,  A  dmpleie  Manual  on  the  tm  of  the  Micro- 
eeope  :  for  phyeieiane,  etudente^  and  all  lovere  of  natural  ecience. 
Second  edition,  improved  and  enlarged.  With  illustrations.  By 
Joseph  H.  Wtthbs,  M.  D.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  and  Blakiston. 
London  :  Trubner  6c  Co.  1863.  pp.  212. 

The  value  of  the  microscope  in  practical  medicine,  is  now  so  fully 


18S8.]  BOUoffraphioal  Notioe$.  81 

recognizedt  tbat  any  means  calculated  to  extend  its  use  or  aid  in  its 
management,  is  calculated  to  confer  benefit  on  tbe  profession.  Such  ia 
the  aim  of  this  work  of  Or.  Vythes  ;  and  the  rapid  sale  with  which  it 
has  met,  both  in  England  and  this  country,  would  seem  to  afford  strong 
pit)of  that  it  has  proved  acceptable.  But  little  more  dian  a  year  has 
elapsed  since  the  first  edition  appeared,  and  we  are  now  presented 
with  a  new  and  enlarged  one.  The  subjects  treated  of  are— -1.  the 
history  and  importance  of  microscopic  investigations;  2.  the  micro- 
•cope;  9.  adjuncts  to  the  microscope ;  4.  how  to  use  it;  5.  on  mount- 
ing and  preserving  objects  for  examination  ;  6.  on  procuring  objects  fi:>r 
it;  7.  test  objects;  8.  on  dissecting  objects  for  it ;  9.  the  cell-doctrine  of 
physiology;  10.  examination  of  morbid  structures,  <bc.;  11.  on  minute 
injections ;  12.  examination  of  orinary  deposits ;  1 3.  on  polarized  light ; 
14.  miscellaneous  hints  to  microscopists.  This  edition  has  evidently 
been  prepared  with  great  care.  It  is  beautifully  printed,  and  the  en- 
gravings are  numerous  and  very  well  executed.  The  different  subjects 
are  treated  in  a  way  which  shows  that  the  author  is  familiar  with  them, 
and  we  doubt  not  that  the  work  will  be  sought  after  by  all  those  inter- 
ested in  microscopic  investigations. 

Tkt  Maternal  Management  b/  Children  in  Health  and  Disease.  By 
Thomas  Bull,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Author  of  "  Hints  Xo  Mothers,"  for  the  management  of  their  health 
durinc;  preg^nancy,  and  the  lying-in  room.  Second  edition,  Phila- 
delphia :  Lindsay  k  Blakiston^  1853.  pp.  424. 

Thb  work  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  medical  and  surgical  aid,  as  well  as  those  who  are  able  to 
obtain  it,  and  is  made  up  of  advice  upon  the  management  of  children 
.  in  health  and  in  disease,  which  is  plain,  practical,  and  judicious.  The 
anthor,  very  properly,  repeatedly  reminds  the  mother  that  the  direc- 
tions giveUi  if  followed,  will  only  be  of  service  in  preventing  disease, 
or  perhaps  curing  it  in  its  milder  f  jrms ;  and  that  her  province  is  to 
prevent  oisease — that  of  the  physician,  to  cure  it  If  the  effects  of 
such  works  could  always  be  kept  within  these  limits,  their  usefulness 
wonld  be  less  equivocal  than  we  fear  is  now,  sometimes  at  least,  the 
case.  To  those  who  are  denied  the  opportunity  of  professional  advice, 
snch  a  work  must  prove  oflen  of  essential  service.  The  present  edition 
has  been  partly  re-wrilten,  and  had  several  new  chapters  added,  and 
the  whole  work  has  been  carefully  revised. 
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f  xtrarta  trnni  ^nuninlB. 

Amsrioan.— Pro£  Paul  F.  Eve  reports  in  the  September  number 
of  the  Nashville  Journal  ofMedidne  and  Surgery,  a  case  of  removal 
of  a  nail  from  the  longs,  by  tra,oheotom7»  in  a  child  of  five  years.  The 
nail  was  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  was  situated  in  the 
left  bronchus.  Prof.  E.  gives  a  brief  notice  of  the  different  attempts 
made  to  remove  foreign  bodies  from  the  lunge  by  opening  the  wind- 
pipe, and  also  the  statistics  of  tracheotomy  in  general.  The  only  three 
cases,  with  which  he  has  thus  far  met,  of  success  when  the  extra- 
neous substance  had  lodged  in  the  lunge,  are  one  by  Dickin,  in  1832,  in 
a  patient  8  years  old,  in  whose  case  a  bell-button  was  removed  from 
the  right  bronchus;  one  by  Listen,  in  1833,  in  which  a  piece  of  bone 
was  removed  from  the  right  bronchus  of  an  adult ;  and  his  own  case, 
during  the  present  year,  in  which  a  nail  was  removed  from  the  I^i 
bronchus,  which  he  believes  to  be  the  only  case  of  the  kind. 

Foreign. — An  Inquiry  into  some  of  the  relatione  between  Menstrua- 
tion, Conception^  and  Liactation  ;  and  the  influence  of  lactation  in  caaeiing 
Abortion ;  founded  upon  an  analysis  of  the  histories  of  one  hundred 
women, 

A  valuable  paper,  in  which  the  above  topics  were  fully  discussed, 
was  lately  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  by  Dr.  Robert 
Barnes,  from  which  the  following  deductions  are  drawn  : 

First.  Lactation  exercises  a  considerable  influence  in  preventing 
menstruation  and  conception. 

Secondly.  This  influence  appears  to  be  marked  and  constant  in 
some  women,  nnd  to  exist  but  feebly  in  others. 

Thirdly.  The  influence  of  lactation  in  averting  menstruation  or 
conception,  cannot  for  the  most  part  be  kept  up  longer  than  twelve 
months. 

Fourthly.  There  is  a  close  relation  between  the  occurrence  of 
menstruation  durine  suckling,  and  conception ;  i.  e.,  when  menstruation 
appears  during  sucxling,  conception  is  very  likely  to  follow. 

Fifthly,  When  pregnancy  takes  place  during  suckling,  and  suck- 
ling is  continued,  abortion  is  very  apt  to  follow. 

Sixthly.  The  chief  causes  of  the  abortions  brought  about  during 
suckling,  are  the  revolt  of  the  ovaria  and  uterus,  evinced  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  menstrual  nisus ;  and  the  deterioration  of  the  mother's 
blood ;  to  which  must  be  added,  superinduced  disease  of  the  ovum. 

Seventhly.  The  practical  conclusion  that  weaning  should  be  en- 
joined, not  only  whensoever  pregnancy  takes  place,  but  also  whenso- 
ever menstruation  returns. — tioneet. 

Treatment  of  Tape-worm,  by  the  Male- Shield-Fern. 
Some  months  since,  Prof.  Christison  drew  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  the  efficacy  of  the  oleo-resinous  extract,  obtained  by  ether 
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from  the  root  of  the  male-sbield-fern,  in  the  treatmeDt  of  tape-worm.^ 
Subsequently  to  the  appearance  of  his  remarks,  the  remedy  has  been 
tried,  by  himself  and  others,  in  upwards  of  twenty  cases;  and  in  no 
case  did  it  fail,  after  a  single  dose,  to  discharge  the  worm,  and  com- 
monly in  one  mass.  The  operation  of  the  medicine  was  not,  for  the 
most  part,  attended  by  pain  or  other  uneasiness ;  and  the  certainty  with 
which  it  brought  away  the  worm  is  more  remarkable  than  that  of  any 
other  remedy. 

At  first.  Prof  C.  gave  18  grains  for  a  dose,  but  afterwards,  to  in- 
sure greater  certainty,  the  dose  was  increased  to  24  grains ;  the  worm, 
he  thinks,  is  more  speedily  killed  by  the  latter  dose. — Monthly 
Journal, 

Chloroform  in  Infantile  Convulsions. — In  no  class  of  cases  is  the 
utility  of  chloroform  more  evident  than  in  the  convulsions  of  infants 
and  young  children.  It  has  been  repeatedly  used  here  with  the  most 
satis^ctory  results,  arresting  the  spasms  promptly  and  effectually. 
Its  safety  and  utility  are  well  exemplified  in  a  case  reported  in  a  re- 
cent number  of  the  London  Lancet,  the  subject  being  a  very  young 
infant.  The  fits  increasing  in  frequency  and  severity,  local  depletion 
was  employed,  with  alterative  doses  of  mercury,  chalk,  and  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuan. ;  but,  this  treatment  proving  of  no  avail,  it  was 
decided  to  make  use  of  chloroform.  In  a  few  moments  the  convulsion 
gave  way,  and  the  child  was  able  to  take  food.  Upon  the  slightest  re- 
tiu-n  of  the  fits,  it  was  again  resorted  to ;  and,  although  the  case  proved 
a  protracted  one,  requiring  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic  to  be  kept 
up  for  nearly  sixty  hours,  sixteen  ounces  liaving  been  used,  no  injurious 
efiects  followed,  the  child  subsequently  enjoying  perfect  health. 
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CiiT. — Lectures  on  Embryology. — Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton,  jun.,  will  commence  a 
coarse  of  twelve  lectures  on  Human  and  Comparative  Embryology,  at  the 
rooms  of  the  New  York  Preparatory  School  of  Medicine,  No.  809  Broadway,  on 
Monday,  the  10th  Inst,  to  be  continued  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  of  each  week,  at  4  P.  M.  The  course  will  be  illustrated  by  diagrams 
and  preparations.  Price  of  tickets,  five  dollars  Dr.  Dalton  is  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  but  has  recently  taken  up  his  abode  among 
ua.  He  has  devoted  much  time  to  the  branch  upon  which  he  proposes  to  give 
instruction ;  and  from  what  we  know  of  him  and  have  seen  of  his  preparations, 
we  feel  that  those  who  attend  his  proposed  coarse  of  lectures  will  be  amply 
repaid  for  their  time  and  money. 

Dr.  C.  £.  Isaacs  has  resigned  his  situation  as  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  has  accepted  the  same  situap 
lion  in  the  University  Medical  College  in  Fourteenth  street  Dr.  I.  has  long 
been  known  as  a  popular  teacher  among  us,  and  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
any  school. 

MfsccLLAHEous. — The  following  new  appomtments  have  been  made  in  the 
Medical  Collegre  of  Ohio:  Dr.  G.  W.  Bayless,  Professor  of  Anatomy;  Dr. 
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Asbury  Evans,  Prof,  of  Surgery ;  Dr.  Charles  W.  Wright,  Prof,  of  Chemistry ; 
Dr.  N.  T.  Marshall,  of  Midwifery;  Dr.  Samael  6.  Armor,  of  Physiology  and 
Pathology;  and  Dr.  Thomas  Wood,  Professor  of  Surgical  and  Practical 
Anatomy. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Foote  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

Army  Medical  Board.^A  Medical  Board  for  the  examination  of  Assistant 
Surgeons  for  promotion,  and  of  applicants  for  appointment  in  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Army,  will  assemble  in  this  city  on  the  1st  of  December,  1853,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  The  members  of  the  Board  are  detailed  as 
follows:  Surgeon  C.  A.  Fioley,  Surgeon  R.  C.  Wood,  Surgeon  John^.  Cuy« 
ler,  Assistant  Surgeon  Josiah  Simpson,  as  junior  member  and  recorder. 

Yellow  Fever — New  Orleans. — This  disease  has  been  raging  with  frigfatfol 
mortality  in  New  Orleans.  Over  8,000  have  fallen  victims  to  it  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  At  one  period,  the  rate  of  mortality  was  estimated  at  about  one 
death  weekly  out  of  every  twenty-seven.  It  has,  happily,  now  nearly  ceased 
iU  ravages. 

MobUe. — The  first  report  was  made  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  this  city  on 
thcaoth  of  August,  and  during  the  twenty-five  days  from  that  day  to  the  13th 
of  September  inclusive,  it  numbered  491  victims.  Another  statement,  which 
includes  oases  which  occurred  before  the  official  report  was  commenced,  and 
extends  to  the  16th  of  September,  makes  the  number  of  deaths  by  yellow  fever 
from  Ist  of  August  to  the  latter  date,  611.  The  population  left  in  the  city  y/ 
was  estimated  at  from  6,000  to  7,000,  making  the  mortality  very  great. 

Philadelphia. — ^The  September  number  of  the  Medical  Examiner  gives  a 
list  of  38  cases  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence,  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  19th 
of  July  to  the  30th  pf  August,  inclusive.  Of  these  cases,  31  proved  fatal,  and 
24  were  accompanied  with  black  vomit  A  few  cases  have  since  appeared  in 
that  city. 

The  medical  meh  of  New  Orleans  offered  to  attend  gratuitously  all  patients 
under  the  charge  of  the  **  Howard  Association." 
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Domestic.  Pr^,  Agassiz — Sciefui/le  zeal.  Professor  Agassiz  could  not 
attend  the  Convention  lately  held  at  Cleveland,  on  account  of  sickness  caused 
by  his  researches  in  the  rice  swamps  of  the  South.  The  Cleveland  Herald 
says,  His  search  for  things  new  and  strange  at  the  South  was  crowned  with 
complete  success;  but  he  contracted  the  malignant  fever  of  the  country,  from 
which  he  barely  escaped  with  life.  Among  other  novelties  which  he  found 
there,  was  a  fish  without  ventral  fins ;  und  it  is  related  as  expressive  of  his  un- 
extinguishable  enthusiasm  in  matters  of  science,  that  when  slowly  recovering 
a  friend  called  to  see  him,  aad  said  to  him, "  I  am  sorry  to  hear.  Professor,  that 
you  have  been  dangerously  ill.**  '*  Ah,  yes,"  said  Professor  A.,  '<  I  have  been 
very  sick ;  but  no  matter,  I  have  found  a  fish  without  ventrals." 

Treatment  of  Rheumatism. — They  have  a  novel  way  of  curing  the  rheama« 
tism  at  Cape  Island,  New  Jersey.  They  put  the  patient  into  a  deep  hole,  cover 
him  up  to  the  neck  with  sand';  and,  after  letting  him  remain  thus  for  half  an 
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hour,  thev  dig  him  out  and  douse  him  in  the  water.  If  he  does  not  recover 
after  all  this,  they  bury  him  head  and  all  next  time. 

Weddy  MortalUy.  City.  For  the  week  ending  September  3d,  494: 
Consumption,  53;  apoplexy,  V;  pneumonia,  10;  scarlet  fever,  0;  small  poz^ 
7;  croup,  5;  dlarrhssa,  31;  dysentery,  34;  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  6; 
cholera  in&ntum,  47 ;  cholera  morbus,  2 ;  convulsions,  38 ;  typhus  fever  (in* 
eluding  ^  typhoid  "),  9.  For  the  week  ending  September  10th,  531 :  consump- 
tion, 49;  apoplexv,  8;  pneumonia,  11 ;  scarlet  fever,  3;  email  pox,  6 ;  croup, 
8 ;  diarrheea,  42 ;  dysentery,  37 ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  8 ;  cholera  infantum, 
28;  cholera  morbus,  1 ;  convalsions,  49;  yellow  fever,  1 ;  typhus  fever  (in- 
cluding** typhoid")*  13-  For  the  week  ending  September  17th,  447:  con* 
sumption,  56;  apoplexy,  6;  pneumonia,  11;  scarlet  fever,  1;  small  pox,  7; 
varioloid,  1 ;  croup,  11 ;  diarrhea,  25;  dysentery,  26;  inflammation  of  bow- 
els, 4 ;  cholera  infantum,  31 ;  cholera,  1 ;  convulsions,  41 ;  typ'ius  fever 
(including  "typhoid''),  13.  For  the  week  ending  September  24th,  448: 
consumption,  43 ;  apoplexy,  6 ;  pneumonia,  8 ;  scarlet  fever,  2 ;  small  pox, 
4  ;  croup,  11 ;  dimhea,25 ;  dysentery,  30;  inflammation  of  bowels,  13;  cho- 
lera infantum,  24 ;  cholera  morbus,  1 ;  convulsions,  44  ;  typhus  fever  (includ- 
ing "  typhoid"),  12. 

Bbookltn.  For  the  week  ending  Sept  3d,  81 :  adults,  18  ;  children,  63. 
For  the  week  ending  Sept  10th,  77 :  adults,  36 ;  children,  41.  For  the  week 
ending  Sept  17th,  64 :  adults,  28 ;  children,  36.  For  the  week  ending  Sept 
24th,  73 :  adults,  27 ;  children  46. 

Foreign.  The  editor  of  L^  Union  Midkale^  of  Paris,  thus  characterizeB 
Drs.  Mott,  of  our  city,  and  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  recently  elected  foreign 
associates  of  the  Imperial  Academy  6f  Medicine ;  quoting  the  lanffuage  of  the 
Commission  which  nominated  them,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Warren.  *'  Dr.  Valentine 
Mott  although  the  fifth  on  the  list,  was  first  chosen,  and  almost  unanimously. 
His  is  one  of  the  greatest  names  of  our  age,  in  surgery.  He  personifies  in 
surgery  the  bold,  adventurous,  daring  even  (audacieux  m^me)  American 
genius,  but  active  and  persevering  untfi  success  crowns  his  eflbrts.  Nothing 
surprises  or  intimidates  his  enterprising  spirit  and  successful  hand.  The  his- 
tory  of  contemporaneous  surgery  is  filled  with  instances  of  the  boldness  of  this 
distinguished  operator.  He  is  to  be  judged  of,  his  countrymen  say,  less  by 
his  writings  than  at  the  bedside  and  in  the  operating  theater.  He  is  rather  a 
surgeon  of  inspiration  and  action,  than  a  didactic  pro&ssor.  Difficulty  inspires 
him,  novelty  excites  him;  he  forgets  or  overlooks  precepts  and  rules,  and 
gives  himself  up  to  the  leading  of  the  occasion  and  of  the  moment  M.  Mott 
enjoys  the  highest  reputation  in  both  hemispheres." 

Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  is  thus  characterized  by  the  Commission : — "  He  is 
one  of  those  choice  spirits  to  whom  nothing  in  science  is  entirely  unknown. 
He  handles,  in  his  indefatigable  activity,  and  always,  if  not  in  a  superior  man- 
ner, at  least  in  an  instructive  one,  numerous  subjects  of  anatomy,  physiology, 
natiural  history,  surgery,  and  practice.  His  name  is  insejMurably  connected 
with  the  discovery  of  etherization,  the  aneesthetio  efiects  of  which  he  first  es* 
taUiahed  in  a  capital  operation." 

Singular  Accident  to  Prcf,  Lagenhech — Having  occasion  to  perform  the 
operation  of  paracentesis  on  a  lady,  some  of  the  acrid  fluid  fell  upon  his  hand, 
which  he  washed  off  without  taking  any  further  notice  of  it  Soon  afterwards 
he  experienced  great  swelUng  of  his  hand,  arm,  &c.,  accompanied  by  febrile 
and  inflammatory  symptoms.  Remedies  were  immediately  employed  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  oi  tiie  poison,'and  his  life  was  saved :  his  body,  however,  waa 
afterwards  covered  with  eruptions. 


86  Marriages  and  Deaths.  [Oct.,  1868. 

Castor  Oil  Soap, — It  is  said  that  castor  oil  saponifies  readily  with  alka- 
lies,  and  gives,  with  soda,  a  solid  white  soap,  which,  in  the  form  of  pills,  is  a 
certain  and  agreeable  purgative. 

Death  from  Olanders. —An  entire  family,  residing  at  Mangherow,  New 
Lisadell,  have  been  carried  off  by  glanders,  contracted  by  a  horse  purchased 
at  a  fair  by  the  head  of  the  family,  who  was  soon  affected  with  the  distem- 
per from  the  beast,  then  his  wife  and  four  children  caught  it,  and  they  all  died 
in  great  agony.— Mee/tca/  Times  and  Gazette^  Feb.,  1863. 

Pagliarxs  Hemostatic. — This  styptic,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion l^fore  the  Medical  Society  of  Jjondon,  is  thus  made :  ^  Take  eight 
ounces  of  tincture  of  benzoin  (in  one  journal,  gum  benzoin  is  named),  one 
pound  of  alum,  and  ten  pounds  of  water;  boil  them  together,  and  stir  the 
compound  for  six  hours  in  a  glazed  earthen  vessel,  adding  water  so  as  to  sup- 

Sy  the  loss  by  vaporization,  and  to  allow  ebullition  to  continue.    Afterwards 
aw  off  the  fluid,  and  preserve  it  in  stoppered  bottles. 
Mr.  Richardson,  who  had  been  experimenting  with  this  liquid,  thought 
that  its  stvptic  properties  had  been  much  overrated. — Association  Jour,  and 
Times  and  Gaz, 

A  writer  in  the  Bulletin  Gintr.  de  Theretp,  says  that  the  protoiodide  of 
iron  mav  be  preserved  in  a  state  of  proto-salt,  by  placing  it  in  an  open- 
mouthed  vessel,  and  covering  it  with  a  thick  layer  of  iron  reduced  by  hydrogen, 
which  may  aflcrwards  be  scraped  off  with  a  knife  or  by  a  piece  of  card.  He 
says  that  he  has  preserved  the  iodide  in  this  way  for  six  months;  and  the  so- 
lution, in  distilled  water,  was  as  little  colored  as  on  the  day  of  its  preparation. 

Sugar  in  Urine  of  Old  Persons. — ^From  some  experiments  which  A. 
Dechambre  has  made  in  conjunction  with  M.  Alvaro  Reynoso,  he  draws  the 
conclusion  that  sugar  is  habitually  present  in  the  urine  of  old  persons. 


HARRIED. 

At  Staten  Island,  14th  ult,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman,  Dr.  Wolcott  Gibbs 
to  Josephine,  daughter  of  the  late  O.  Mauran. 

On  Thursday,  the  22d  ult,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  Jambs  B.  Gould,  M.  D., 
U.  S.  N.,  to  Emily,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  C.  Bliss. 


OBITPART  NOTICES. 

Death  cf  Bransby  B.  Cooper,  Esq.,  F.R.8,^On  the  11th  of  August,  this 
eminent  surgeon  breathed  his  last,  after  patiently  enduring,  for  several  months, 
much  severe  suffering.  On  the  14th  of  February  last,  he  delivered  the  Hun- 
terian  Oration  in  the  theater  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  though  laboring  at 
the  time  under  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disea^e  which  eventually  caused  his 
death.  Shortlv  after  this,  he  experienced  a  sensation  in  his  throat  as  though 
a  bone  was  lodged  there,  which  had  lacerated  the  parts,  or  was  adhering  to 
the  tongue  or  pharynx.  On  examination,  no  foreign  body  was  detected.  The 
ulceration,  however,  which  existed  at  the  base  of  the  tongue  and  on  the  pha^ 
rynx,  continued  to  progress,  whilst  he  became  more  feeble  and  emaciated.  A 
small  vessel  (as  proved  by  the  autopsy)  gave  way  in  the  posterior  lingual 
region,  whilst  Mr.  Cooper  was  at  the  Athenaeum  Club,  and  he  was  almost 
instantly  suffocated. 
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Opium  and  Alcohol :  their  comparative  effects  on  the  system,  described 
by  one  who  experiencsd  them  in  his  own  case.  Commanicated  by 
a  Datient  to  the  Editor. 


a  patient  to  the  Editor, 


[The  writer  of  the  foIlowiDg  article,  who  describes  so  graphically  the  ef- 
fects of  both  Opium  and  Alcohol  in  his  own  case,  was  received  into  the  New 
York  Hospital  in  1849,  suffering  from  a  slight  attack  of  dysentery.  It  was 
soon  noticed  that  unusual  symptoms  complicated  his  case.  On  inquiry,  he 
was  found  to  be  an  opium-eater;  and  after  his  recovery,  and  during  the  period 
when  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  house  to  enable  him  to  recover,  some- 
what at  least,  from  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  habit  which  he  had  contract- 
ed, he  famished  the  Editor  (then  on  duty  there),  by  his  request,  with  a  history 
of  his  case,  which  is  thought  of  safficient  interest  to  entitle  it  to  publication.  It 
has  been  somewhat  abridged;  but  the  language  is,  with  but  trifling  exceptions, 
that  of  the  writer  himself.— £<2i/or  N.  Y.  Medical  Times.] 

The  difference  between  Opium  and  Alcohol  Mn  their  effects  on 
body  and  mind,  is  (judging  from  my  own  experience)  very  great. 
Alcohol,  pushed  to  a  certain  extent,  oyertbrows  the  balance  of*  the 
iacalties,  and  brings  out  some  one  or  more  into  undue  prominence  and 
activity  ;  and  (sad  indeed)  these  are  most  commonly  our  inferior ^  and 
perhaps  lowest  faculties.  A  man  who,  sober,  is  a  demitrod,  is,  when 
drunk,  below  even  a  beast.  With  opium  {mejudice)  it  is  the  reverse. 
Opium  takes  a  man's  mind  where  itjinds  it,  and  \\h%\t  en  masse  on  to 
a  far  higher  platform  of  existence,  the  faculties  all  retaining  their  for- 
mer relative  positions — ^that  is,  taking  the  mind  as  it  is,  it  intensifies 
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and  exalts  all  its  capacities  of  thought  and  susceptibilities  of  emo- 
tion ;  not  even  this,  however,  extravagant  as  it  rosy  sound,  conveys 
the  whole  truth.  Opium  weakens  or  utterly  paralyzes  the  lower  pro- 
pensities, while  it  invigorates  and  elevates  the  superior  faculties,  both 
intellectual  and  affection a1.  The  opium-eater  is  without  sexual  ap- 
petite; anger,  envy,  malice,  and  the  entire  hell- brood  claiming  kin  to 
these,  seem  dead  within  him,  or  at  least  asleep ;  while  gentleness, 
kindness,  benevolence,  together  with  a  sort  of  sentimental  religionism, 
constitute  his  habitual  frame  of  mind.  If  a  man  has  a  poetical  gift, 
opium  almost  irresistibly  stirs  it  into  utterance.  If  his  vocation  be  to 
write,  it  matters  not  how  profound,  how  difficult,  how  knotty  the 
theme  to  be  handled,  opium  imparts  a  before  unknown  power  of  deal- 
ing with  such  a  theme ;  and  after  completing  his  task,  a  man  reads  his 
own  composition  with  utter  amazement  at  its  depth,  its  grasp,  its 
beauty,  and  force  of  expression,  and  wonders  whence  came  the  thoughts 
that  stand  on  the  page  before  him.  If  called  to  speak  in  public,  opium 
gives  him  a  copiousness  of  thought,  a  fluency  of  utterance,  a  fruitful- 
ness  of  illustration,  and  a  penetrating,  thrilling  eloquence,  which  often 
astounds  and  overmasters  himself  not  less  than  it  kindles,  melts,  and 
sways  the  audience  he  addresses.  I  might  dilate  largely  on  this  topic, 
but  space  and  strength  are  alike  lacking. 

Let  no  one,  however,  fancy  from  these  remarks  that  the  opium- 
eater  u  blessed.  There  is  another  side  of  the  picture,  dark,  gloomy, 
and  fraught  with  doom,  to  which  I  will  allude  bye  and  bye. 

How  became  I  an  opium-eater?  A  lengthened  train  of  causes  (as 
I  judge)  led  to  this  result.     I  can  but  just  touch  on  a  few  of  them. 

Exhausted  nervous  energy  was  the  fountain-head.  But  whence 
this  exhaustion  ? 

1st.  The  accursed  habit  of  nervous  abuse,  which  little  innocent 
school-boys  are  taught  by  their  depraved  elders  in  school,  and  which, 
with  no  thought  of  its  physical  and  moral  harmfulness,  is  usually  con- 
tinued till  unfolding  reason  and  conscience  open  the  victim's  eyes  to 
the  real  nature  of  his  habit.  It  is  usually,  however,  long  enough  pro- 
tracted to  have  wrought  no  slight  degree  of  nervous  exhaustion. 

2d.  Tobacco  chewing.  In  my  sophomore  year  at  Cambridge 
(being  then  sixteen  years  old),  a  pipe-smoking  grandam  gave  me  a 
piece  of  tobacco  to  put  in  my  mouth  for  a  raging  tooth-ache.  It 
quelled  the  pain,  and  from  that  moment  I  chewed  nine  or  ten  years 
without  cessation.  I  chewed,  too,  immoderately,  and  spat  incessantly, 
throwing  out  saliva  in  quantities  perfectly  suicidal. 
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Close  application  to  study,  with  neglect  of  the  rules  of  health*  dur- 
ing my  collegiate  life,  and  during  three  eubsequent  years  while  pur« 
suing  my  studies  at  a  Theological  School,  where  I  pursued  the  same 
tobacco-chewing,  unexercising  life  as  at  College,  and  still  later,  when 
settled  as  a  clergyman,  brought  on  a  severe  attack  of  dyspepsia,  at- 
tended with  great  languor  of  body  and  depression  of  mind,  especially 
dunng  the  warm  weather. 

In  consequence  of  these  feelings,  I  occasionally  took  a  glass  of 
wine,  or  brandy  and  water,  to  supply  the  lacking  physical  basis  for 
meiitol  action.  Thus  passed  three  and  a  half  years ;  and  by  this  time 
some  portion  of  alcoholic  stimulus  had  become  almost  a  daily  neces- 
sity, in  order  that  the  mind  might  execute  its  appointed  tasks.  If  I 
omitted  such  stimulation,  not  only  did  I  suffer  languor  and  pain  of 
body,  but  my  thinking  powers  were  inert  and  impotent.  But  I  found, 
after  a  time,  that  alcohol  was  perilous  to  me,  since  I  could  not  always 
calculate  on  its  effects,  so  as  to  avoid  being  partially  mastered  by  it.  I 
abandoned  alcohol,  and  substituted  laudanum  in  its  place.  I  cannot 
recall  the  precise  quantity  I  at  first  used,  though  I  think  it  was  some 
twenty  drops,  taken  two  or  three  times  a  day,  or  often  enough  to  keep 
up  the  same  level  of  sensation.  The  first  feeling  on  swallowing  the 
laudanum  was  a  compound  of  pleasure  and  pain.  The  pleasure  con- 
sisted in  an  agreeable  warmth  pervading  the  system,  and  a  pleasant, 
gentle  thrill  passing  along  the  nerves.  The  pain  was  a  sort  of  con- 
stri^'tion^  or  corrugation,  by  which  the  stomach  seemed  to  be  draton 
togftker  or  strongly  compressed,  while  a  similar  sensation  ran  along  the 
nervous  threads.  However,  both  these  species  of  sensation  were  of 
brief  duration,  and  then  there  remained  only  a  painless,  comfortable 
state  of  body,  together  wiih  a  clear,  calm  mood  of  mind,  especially 
apt  for  all  required  mental  tasks.  When  a  propensity  to  gape  and 
a  sensation  of  languor  indicated  the  expenditure  of  the  stimulus,  the 
dose  was  renewed  ;  and  so  the  days  went  by.  After  a  considerable 
time,  I  substituted  the  opium  pill  for  the  laudanum.  I  think  the 
pill,  while  producing  all  the  desirable  effects  of  the  laudanum,  pro- 
duced less  o£  the  pinching,  unpleasant  sensation  above  mentioned,  than 
did  the  laudanum.  In  other  respects,  there  is  little  difference  in  their 
actions.  I  cannot  tell  precisely  how  long  I  was  in  reaching  half  an 
ounce  per  week,  but  that  point  I  did  finally  attain.  And  at  that  point 
I  for  the  most  part  remained  during  the  three  years  I  used  opium  in 
this  vicinity.     But  I  became  greatly  disordered  in  body,  not  merely 
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through  the  opium,  hut  also  through  the  baneful  habits  connected 
therewith.  I  took  no  exercise ;  I  sat  at  my  books  and  papers,  day 
after  dsy,  from  breakfast- time  till  twelve  and  two  o'clock  at  night,  in  a 
hot  study  filled  with  smoke  from  a  cigar  kept  perpetually  alight  I 
took  a  hot  hath  once  a  fortnight,  instead  of  a  cold  bath  every  morning; 
in  a  word,  all  my  habits  (as  I  have  since  learned  to  understand)  were 
the  worst  in  the  world  for  corporeal  health.  I  suffered  martyrdom 
from  costivenesi,  often  going  a  week,  or  nearly  that,  without  a  passage. 
Sometimes,  too,  I  got  into  a  physical  state  which  opium  would  not 
stimulate,  and  then  I  was  compelled  to  employ  alcohol.  But  alcohol 
acting  on  opium-drugged  nerves,  is  exceeding  apt  to  produce  man- 
iacal intoxication. 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts,  I  determined  to  achieve  freedom, 
were  it  possible,  be  the  cost  or  the  consequences  what  they  might.  I 
cast  everything  aside,  and  laid  down  upon  my  rack.  And  a  rack  it 
indeed  was !  For  ten  days  and  nights  I  had  not,  to  my  knowledge, 
one  instant  of  sleep  or  suspended  consciousness.  I  was,  for  several 
days,  half  delirious ;  the  blood  in  my  veins  felt  like  boiling  water,  and 
it  rushed  to  my  head  in  torrents,  which  seemed,  every  moment,  as  if 
they  must  burst  asunder  its  bony  enclosure.  In  a  word,  I  believe  that 
I  was  in  a  raging  brain-fever.  In  four  weeks  I  was  out,  but  I  was 
shattered  to  pieces;  and  for  a  whole  year  I  was  feeble  as  a  child,  and 
one  walking  repository  of  aches  and  distressing  sensations.  At  the 
close  of  that  year,  I  relinquished  my  profession,  went  to  a  brother's  in 
the  country  in  search  of  health,  and  at  first,  simply  for  occupation, 
commenced  in  his  office  the  study  of  law.  For  some  time  I  remained 
weak,  and  to  complete  the  case,  was  finally  attacked  with  neuralgia  in 
the  face  and  head.  After  bearing  this  as  long  as  seemed  possible,  I 
consulted  two  physicians,  and  both  ordr  red  me  morphine  and  quinine. 
Need  I  state  the  result  ?  I  was  again  brought  under  the  power  of 
opium,  and  the  habit  became  fixed  firmly  as  ever  !  For  two  years, 
while  remaining  there,  I  made  no  strenuous  attempt  to  get  free  again  ; 
but  using  morphine  regularly,  and  feeling  well,  I  gave  myself  labor- 
iously up  to  my  legal  studies.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  I  came  to 
New  York,  and  went  voluntarily  into  Bloomingdale  Asylum  for  thir- 
teen weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  my  freedom.  They  were  awful 
weeks ;  for,  although,  pcr/l^rce,  I  used  no  opium  during  such  intervals, 
and  so,  ajier  a  ^ort,  was  rescued  from  the  habit,  yet  I  suffered  inex- 
pressibly from  all  kinds  of  ailments  while  there,  and  on  leaving  was 
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extremely  debilitated,  and  never  for  an  instant  free  from  pains  and  un- 


I  then  completed  my  law  studies,  and  opened  a  law  office,  at  the 
same  time  assuming  the  editorship  of  a  newspaper  of  extensive  circu- 
lation, being  put  up  for  Congress,  <fec.,  <&c.,  <bc.  During  these  thirteen 
or  fourteen  months,  I  was  almost  entirely  a  stranger  to  opium;  but  I 
never  felt  well,  free  from  pain,  vigorous  with  my  pristine  strength,  for 
one  remembered  day.  It  was  but  with  a  portion  of  my  original  self 
that  I  went  through  these  preparatory  processes.  But  when,  through 
a  series  of  events,  in  which  I  was  rather  passive  than  active,  I  found 
myself  with  the  responsibilities  of  lawyer,  justice^,  editor,  and  Congres- 
sional candidate,  lying  upon  me  all  at  once,  at  the  same  time  that  from 
being  a  husband  and  the  father  of  three  fair  and  noble  boys  I  was,  by 
a  sudden  stroke,  left  a  solitary,  homeless  being,  my  debilitated  frame 
and  unstrung  nerves  gave  way,  and  I  felt  that,  as  I  waSy  I  could  not 
sustain  the  burdens  pressing  upon  me.  I  resumed  morphine  again ; 
and  by  its  upholding  and  calming  power,  I  managed  to  fulfill  my  mul- 
tifiirious  tasks ;  all  of  them  passably,  and  some  of  them  with  no  small 
measure  of  success.  So  passed  about  two  years,  in  the  latter  portion 
of  which  time  I  had  reached  a  quarter-ounce  bottle  of  sulphate  of  mor- 
phine, per  week. 

I  was  then  living  with  friends  who  were  hydropathists  and  vegetable 
livers,  and  was  influenced  by  them  to  leave  off  the  use  of  tobacco, 
opium,  tea,  coffee,  and  meat,  all  at  once,  and  to  submit  to  the  routine 
of  cold-water  drenching.  At  the  end  of  twenty-seven  days,  I  got 
abroad,  freed  from  opium,  exempt  from  pain,  but  yet  with  the  debili- 
tated feeling  of  an  invalid  rising  from  a  long  and  prostrating  malady, 
and  needing  rest,  good  nursing,  and  a  generous  diet  (and  only  these) 
to  regain  mj  full  origmal  strength  ;  but  these  I  could  not  command. 

The  time  came  at  last  when  I  must  work,  be  the  consequences 
what  they  would,  and  work,  too,  with  my  brain,  my  only  implement ; 
and  that  time  found  my  brain  impotent  from  a  yet  uninvigorated 
nervous  system.  If  I  toould  work,  1  must  stimulate,  and  morphine,  bad 
as  it  was,  was  better  and  safer  than  alcohol.  I  took  morphine  once 
more,  and  lectured  on  literary  topics  for  some  months  with  triumphan 
success.  While  so  lecturing  in  a  country  town,  I  was  solicited  to  take 
a  parish  in  the  neighborhood.  I  did  so,  and  there  continued  two 
years  and  a  quarter,  performing  in  that  time  as  much  literary  labor,  as 
ever  in  three  times  the  interval  in  any  prior  period  of  my  life.     In 
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short,  I  had  three  happy,  intellectually-vigoroas,  outpouring  years,  with 
bodily  health  untforinly  sound  and  complete,  with  the  exceptions  here- 
after to  be  mentioned.  And  yet,  through  those  years  I  never  used  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  morphine  per  week,  and  sometimes  more. 
I  attribute  my  retaining  so  much  health,  in  spite  of  the  morphine,  to  the 
rigorous  salubrity  of  my  habits,  bodily  and  mental,  in  other  ftspects. 
Once,  and  often  twice  a  day,  the  year  round,  I  laved  the  whole  person 
in  cold  water  with  soap ;  I  slept  with  open  window  the  year  through, 
excepting  stormy  winter  nights ;  I  lay  upon  a  hard  bed,  guillless  of 
feathers ;  I  used  a  simple  diet ;  and,  finally,  I  cherished  all  gentfe  and 
kindly,  while  rigidly  excluding  from  my  mind  all  bitter  and  perturbing 
feelings.  But,  not  to  dilate  further  on  mere  tmrralive,  let  me  say  that 
I  have  continued  to  use  opium,  for  the  most  part  habitvally,  from  my 
last  assumption  of  it,  up  to  the  period  of  my  admission  into  this  Hospital. 
A  year  since,  however,  I  dropped  morphine,  and  have  since  used  the 
opium  pill  in  its  stead ;  sometimes  taking  an  ounce  per  week,  but  gen* 
erally  not  overpassing  a  halfounce  per  week. 

And  here  I  may  make  the  general  remark,  proved  true  from  my 
own  experience,  that,  for  all  the  desirable  effects  sought  from  this 
species  of  stimulus,  a  half-ounce  of  gum  opium  is  about  the  same  as  an 
ounce  or  any  larger  quantity  of  said  gum,  and  nearly  the  same  as  a 
quarter-ounce  of  morphine,  or  more — that  is,  half  an  ounce  of  opium 
stimulates  and  braces  me,  at  least  nearly  if  not  entirely,  as  much  as  I 
can  be  stimulated  and  braced  by  this  drug.  All  that  is  taken  over  this, 
tends  rather  to  clog,  to  stupify,  to  nauseate,  than  to  stimulate. 

Another  point,  in  my  own  experience  is,  that  in  a  few  weeks  only 
afier  commencing,  or  re-commencing  the  use  of  opium,  I  always  reach- 
ed the  full  amount,  which,  as  a  habit,  I  ever  used,  that  is,  either  a  half- 
ounce  of  opium  or  a  quarter-ounce  of  morphine  ;  I  never  went  on 
increasing  the  dose  in  order  to  get  the  required  amount  of  stimulation, 
but  at  one  or  the  other  of  those  two  points  I  would  remain  for  years 
successively.  A  third  remark  I  would  make  is,  that  it  is  only  for  the 
first  few  weeks  after  commencing  the  use  of  opium,  that  one  feels  paU 
pably  and  distinctly  the  thrilling  of  the  nerves,  the  sensation  of  being 
stimulated  and  raised  above  the  previously  existing  physical  tone,  for 
which  the  drug  was  first  taken.  All  the  effects  produced  after  that 
by  the  opium,  are  to  keep  the  body  at  that  level  of  sensation  in  which 
one  feels  positively  alive  and  capable  to  a^t,  without  being  impeded  or 
weighed  down  by  physical  languor  and  impotence.     Such  languor  and 
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impotence  one  feels  from  abstaining  merely  a  few  hours  beyond  the 
wonted  time  of  taking  the  dose.  It  is  not  pleasure,  then,  that  drives 
onward  the  confirmed  opium-eater,  but  a  necessity  scarce  less  resistible 
than  that  Fate  to  which  the  pagan  mythology  subjected  gods  not  less 
than  men. 

Let  me  now,  before  closing,  attempt  briefly  to  describe  the  effects 
of  opium  upon  the  body  and  mind  of  the  user,  as  also  the  principal 
sensations  accompanying  the  breaking  of  the  habit 

The  opium-eater  is  prevailingly  disinclined  to,  and  in  some  sort 
ineapacitated  for,  bodily  exertion  or  locomotion.  A  considerable  part 
of  the  time  he  feels  something  like  a  sense,  not  very  distinctly  defined, 
of  bodily  fatigue ;  and  to  sit  continuously  in  a  rocking  or  an  easy  chair, 
or  to  recline  on  a  sofa  or  bed,  is  his  preference  above  all  modes  of 
disposing  of  himself.  To  walk  up  a  flight  of  stairs  often  palpably 
tires  the  legs,  and  makes  him  pant  almost  as  much  as  a  well  person  does 
after  pretty  rapid  motion.  His  lungs  manifestly  are  somehow  ob» 
stmeied,  and  do  not  play  with  perfect  freedom.  His  liver,  too,  is  torpid, 
or  else  but  partially  active ;  for  if  using  laudanum  or  the  opium  pill, 
he  is  coDstantiy  more  or  less  costive,  the  faeces  being  hard  and  painful 
to  expel ;  and  if  using  morphine,  though  he  may  have  a  daily  move- 
ment, yet  the-  faeces  are  dry,  and  harder  than  in  health.  One  other 
morbid  physical  symptom  I  remember  to  have  experienced  for  a  con* 
siderable  time,  while  using  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  morphine  per  week — 
and  this  was  an  annoying  palpitation  of  the  heart.  I  was  once  told,  too, 
by  a  keen  observer,  who  knew  my  habit,  that  my  color  was  apt  to 
change  frequently  from  red  to  pale. 

These  are  substantially  all  the  physical  peculiarities  I  experienced 
during  my  opium-using  years.  It  is  still  true,  however,  that  the  years 
of  my  using  opium  (or,  in  perfect  strictness,  morphine),  were  as 
heahhy  as  any,  if  not  the  very  healthiest,  of  the  years  of  my  life. 

Bat  what  of  the  effects  of  opium-eating  on  the  mind  7  The  one 
great  injury  it  works,  is  (I  think)  to  the  v>illy  thai  force  whereby  a  man 
executes  the  work  he  was  sent  here  to  do,  and  breasts  and  overcomes 
the  obstacles  and  difficulties  he  is  appointed  to  encounter,  and  bears  him- 
self unflinchingly  amid  the  tempests  of  calamity  and  sorrow  which 
pertain  to  the  mortal  lot.  Hardihood,  manliness,  resolution,  enterprise^ 
ambition,  whatever  the  original  degree  of  these  qualities,  become 
grievously  debilitated,  if  not  wholly  extinct.  Reverie,  the  perusal  of 
poetry  and  fiction,  become  the  darling  occupation  of  the  opium-user  ; 
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and  he  hates  every  call  that  sumnons  him  from  it.  Give  him  an  intel- 
lectual task  to  accompliah ;  place  him  in  a  position  where  a  mental 
effort  is  to  be  made ;  and»  most  probably,  he  will  acquit  him  with  unus- 
ual  brilliancy  and  power,  supposing  his  native  ability  to  be  good.  Bat 
he  cannot,  or  will  not  seek  and  find  for  himself  such  work  and  such 
position.  He  feels  helpless,  and  incompetent  to  stir  about  and  hold 
himself  upright  amid  the  jostling,  competitive  throngs  that  crowd  the 
worid^s  paths,  and  tktre  seek  lifo's  prizes  by  performing  life's  duties, 
and  executing  its  requisitions.  Solitude,  with  his  books,  his  dreams 
and  imaginings,  and  the  excited  sensibilities  that  lead  to  no  external 
action,  constitute  his  chosen  world  and  &vorite  life.  In  one  word,  he  is 
a  speeUe  of  maniac ;  since,  I  believe,  his  views,  his  feelings,  and  his 
desires  in  relation  to  most  things,  are  peculiar,  eccentric,  and  unlike 
those  of  other  men,  or  of  himself,  in  a  state  of  soundness.  There  is, 
however,  as  complete  a  "  method  in  bis  madness,''  as  in  the  ictnily  of 
other  men.  He  is  in  a  different  sphere  from  other  men,  and  in  thai 
sphere  he  is  sane. 

The  first  symptoms  attendant  on  breaking  off  the  habit,  coming 
on  some  hours  after  omitting  the  wonted  dose,  are  a  constant  propen- 
sity to  yawn,  gape,  and  stretch,,  together  with  somewhat  of  languor,  and 
a  general  uneasiness.  Time  passes,  and  there  follows  a  sensation  as  if 
the  stomach  were  drawn  together  or  compressed,  as  if  with  a  slight 
degree  of  cramp,  coupled  with  a  total  extinction  of  appetite ;  the 
mouth  and  throat  become  dry  and  irritated  ;  and  there  is  an  incessant 
disposition  to  clear  the  throat  by  *'  hemming  "  and  swallowing ;  and  there 
is  a  tickling  in  the  nose  which  necessitates  frequent  sneezing,  some- 
times a  dozen,  or  even  twenty  times  in  succession.  As  the  hours  go 
on,  shudders  run  through  the  frame,  with  alternate  fever  heats  and  icy 
chills,  hot  sweats  and  cold,  clammy  sweats ;  while  a  dull,  incessant  ache 
pervades  the  bones,  especially  at  the  joints,  alternated  by  an  occasional 
sharp,  intolerable  pang,  like  tic  doloreux.  Then  follow  a  host  of  in- 
describable sensations,  as  of  burning,  tinglings,  and  twitchings,  seeming 
to  run  along  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  skin  over  the  whole  body; 
and  so  strange  are  these  sensations,  that  one  is  prompted  to  scream, 
and  strike  the  wall,  the  bed,  or  himself,  to  vary  them .  By  this  time 
the  liver  commences  a  most  energetic  action,  and  a  violent  diarrhea 
sets  in.  The  discbarges  are  not  watery  or  mucous,  but,  save  in  thinness, 
not  very  unlike  healthy  stools  for  the  most  part.  Not  long,  however^ 
after  the  commencement  of  the  diarrhea,  so  copious  is  the  effusion  of 
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bile  from  the  liver,  that  one  will  somecimes  pass,  for  a  dozen  stools  in 
SQcoession,  what  seems  to  be  merely  a  hlackUh  bile,  without  a  par- 
ticle of  fsaces  mingled  with  it.  But  this  lasts  not  many  days,  and  is 
ibllowed  by  the  thin,  not  altogether  unhealthy-looking  discharges  above 
mentioned,  repeated  often  an  incredible  number  of  times  per  day. 
Whether  from  the  quality  of  these  discharges,  or  from  whatever 
cause,  the  interior  surface  of  the  bowels  feels  intolerably  hot,  as 
though  excoriated ;  and  it  seems  as  if  boiling  water  or  aquafortis  run- 
ning through  the  intestines  would  scarce  torture  one  more  than 
these  stools.  In  fact,  all  the  internal  surftces  of  the  body  are  in 
this  same  burning,  raw*feeling  state.  The  brain,  too,  is  in  a  highly- 
excited,  irritable  condition ;  the  head  sometimes  aching  and  throbbing, 
as  though  it  must  burst  into  fragments,  and  a  humming,  washing,  sim- 
mering uoise  going  on  incessantly  for  days  together.  Of  course,  there 
can  be  no  sleep,  and  one  will  go  on  for  ten  days  and  nights  consecu- 
tively, without  one  moment's  loss  of  intensest  consciousness,  so  ^  as 
be  can  judge  1  Strange  to  say,  notwithstanding  this  excessive  irrita- 
tion of  the  entire  system,  one  feels  so  feeble  and  strengthless,  that  he  can 
scarce  drag  one  foot  after  the  other ;  and  to  walk  a  few  rods,  or  up  a 
flight  of  stairs,  is  so  terribly  fatiguing,  that  one  must  needs  sit  down  and 
parU,  (Let  it  be  noted,  that  these  symptoms  belong  to  the  case  where 
one  is  simply  deprived  at  once  and  wholly  of  opium,  without  any 
medical  help,  unless  the  use  of  cold  water  be  considered  such).  These 
symptoms  (unaided  by  medicine)  last,  with  gradual  abatements  of  viru- 
lence, from  twenty  to  thirty  days,  and  then  mostly  die  away.  Not 
well  and  right,  however,  does  one  feel  even  then.  Though,  for  the 
most  part,  free  from  pain,  he  is  yet  physically  weak,  and  all  corporeal 
exertion  is  a  distreasing  effort.  He  must  needs  sleep,  too,  enormously, 
going  to  bed  often  at  sunset  in  a  July  day,  and  sleeping  log-like  until 
six  or  seven  next  morning,  and  then  sleeping  with  like  soundness  two 
or  three  hours  after  dinner.  How  long  it  would  be  before  the  recov- 
ery of  his  complete  original  strength  and  natural  physical  tone,  per- 
sonal experience  does  not  enable  me  to  say.  His  condition,  both  in  itself 
and  as  relates  to  others,  is,  meanwhile,  most  strange  and  anomalous. 
He  looks,  probably,  better  than  ever  in  his  life  before.  In  sufficiently 
foil  flesh,  with  ruddy  cheeks,  and  skin  clear  as  a  healthy  child's,  the 
beholder  would  pronounce  him  in  the  height  of  health  and  vigor,  and 
would  glow  with  indignation  at  seeing  him  loitering  about  day  after 
day,  doing  little  save  sleep,  in  a  world  where  so  much  work  needs  to 
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be  done.  And  yet  he  feels  all  but  impotent  for  enterprise,  or  any  ac- 
tive physical  efforts ;  for  there  is  scarce  enough  nervous  force  in  him  to 
move  his  frame  to  a  lingering  walk,  and  sometimes  it  seems  as  if  the 
nerrous  fibres  were  actually  pulled  out,  and  he  must  move,  if  at  all,  by 
pure /orctf  of  volilum. 

Most  singular,  too,  the  while,  is  the  state  of  his  mind.  His  power 
of  thought  is  keen,  bright,  and  fertile  beyond  example,  and  his  im- 
agination swarms  with  pictures  of  l>eauty,  while  his  sensitiveness  to 
impressions  and  emotions  of  every  kind  is  so  excessively  keen,  that  the 
tears  spring  to  his  eyes  on  the  slightest  occasion.  He  is  a  child  in  sen- 
sibility, while  a  youth  in  the  vtoidness,  and  a  man  in  the  grasp,  the 
piercingneest  and  the  copiouaneee  of  his  thoughts.  He  cannot  write  down 
his  thoughts,  for  his  arm  and  hand  9x^  unnerved;  but  in  conversation  or 
before  an  audience  he  can  utter  hinoself,  as  if  filled  with  the  breath  of 
inspiration  itself. 


Two  cases  of  Traumatic  Tetanus  success/ally  treated  hy  Ice,     By  B.  D. 
Carpenter,  M.  D.,  Cutchogue,  Suffolk  Co.,  Long  Island. 

Cask  1.  Aug.  22d,  1849. — E.  G.,  aged  16  years,  of  good  constitu- 
tion and  habits,  jumped  from  a  fence  on  the  stump  of  a  twig  some  half 
inch  in  diameter ;  which  made  a  wound  in  the  ball  of  the  right  foot 
j-  of  an  inch  deep.  Twelve  days  after  the  accident  he  complained  of 
feeling  lame  and  stiff,  during  the  night  was  awaked  by  a  violent  spasm ; 
the  next  day  complained  of  stiffness  and  soreness  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck  and  throat,  and  pain  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis ;  the  following 
night,  during  sleep,  was  seized  again  with  spasm  ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing when  I  was  sent  for,  I  found  him  complaining  of  pain  in  the  above 
region,  great  rigidity  of  the  whole  muscular  system,  attended  with  dif- 
ficulty in  swallowing  and  constraint  in  moving  the  head  and  jaws,  and 
in  articulating.  During  the  spasm,  the  body  was  curved  backwards  and 
thrown  to  one  side,  the  dyspnoea  was  considerable,  pulse  full  and 
slightly  accelerated,  skin  warm  and  moist,  bowels  costive,  urine  scanty 
and  high-colored. 

Administered  a  purgative,  which  was  assisted  by  enemas.  The  pa- 
tient was  then  put  upon  the  free  use  of  opium  in  the  shape  of  Dover's 
Powder,  and  the  bowels  kept  open  by  the  use  of  cathartics  and  injec- 
tions of  1 1  tinct.  assafoetida  in  half  a  pint  of  soap  suds,  repeated  as  ot- 
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ten  as  the  preceding  one  came  away.  This  treatment  was  continued 
for  four  days»  during  which  time  he  gradually  grew  worse.  The  teta- 
nic rigidity  and  spasm  increased  until  the  sixth  day ;  when,  finding  that 
he  nrast  die  unless  something  farther  could  he  done  to  allay  the  pain 
and  extreme  spasm,  and  viewing  the  difficulty  as  being  an  irritation  of 
the  spine,  perhaps  connected  with  congestion  of  the  membranes  cover- 
ing the  spinal  marrow,  I  determined  to  apply  ice  to  the  head  and  the 
whole  length  of  the  spinal  column,  since  the  whole  musctilar  system 
was  affected.  I  did  so,  and  in  ten  minutes  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing the  pulse  come  down  from  110  to  75,  and  all  the  urgent  symptoms  < 
relieved;  the  rigidity  was  gone,  and  he  had  but  one  spasm  after  the  ice 
was  applied ;  his  bowels  were  kept  open,  and  assafostida  injections 
were  continued  twice  a  day,  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, manifested  by  slight  twitchings.  No  medicines  were  given  by 
the  mouth.  The  wound  entirely  healed,  and  in  three  days  the  patient 
was  discharged  cured  ;  and  his  health  since  has  been  as  perfect  as  be- 
fore the  attack. 

Oas«  2.  Aug.  11th,  1853 — A.  C,  21  years  of  age,  a  robust  farmer, 
in  good  health,  in  assisting  to  remove  some  old  lumber,  stepped  on 
the  point  of  a  rusty  nail,  which  entered  the  hollow  of  the  foot  to  the 
depth  off  of  an  inch.  The  wound  was  not  very  sore,  and  was  dressed 
with  some  simples  by  himself;  and  he  remained  at  work  moderately 
until  the  16th,  five  days  after  the  accident,  when  he  complained  in  the 
afternoon  of  twitching  in  that  foot  and  slight  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
wound  and  leg  of  that  side.  Was  quiet  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  retired 
early  to  bed,  but  slept  none  from  restlessness,  anxiety,  and  slight  pains 
and  twitching  of  the  nervous  system.  On  the  lYth,  felt  some  pain  in 
the  head  and  through  from  the  lower  end  of  the  sternum  to  the  back. 
I  saw  him  at  6  P.  M.,  and  found  him  complaining  of  pain  as  above  men- 
tioned, which  had  gradually  increased  at  the  sternum,  great  rigidity  of 
the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  accompanied  with  slight  dysp- 
noea and  some  difficulty  in  swallowing.  Even  at  this  time  there  was 
present  the  peculiar  expression  of  countenance  found  in  tetanus.  Pulse 
100  and  hard,  bowels  costive — had  eaten  nothing— the  wound  had  not 
commenced  to  heal,  and  was  covered  slightly  with  a  thin  serous  dis- 
charge. Made  a  free  incision  into  the  wound,  and  dressed  it  with 
bread  and  milk  poultice,  to  which  tinct.  opii  was  added ;  ordered  10 
grs.  of  calomel  with  10  of  rhei,  to  be  followed  by  pil.  colocyuth.  comp. 
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until  the  bowels  were  freely  moved,  and  enemas  of  tincture  of  aspafceti- 
da,  Ij  every  three  hours,  or  as  often  as  the  preceding  one  should  be 
voided,  large  doses  of  Dover's  Powder  by  the  mouth,  and  to  have  the 
neck  bathed  in  camphorated  oil  and  tinct  opiL  18th,  7,  A.  M  ,  found 
that  the  bowels  had  been  freely  moved,  and  that  spasm  of  the  whole 
muscular  system  had  commenced.  About  8,  A.  M.,  pain,  in  the  neck 
and  at  the  sternum  increased,  and  there  was  grent  rigidity  of  the  mus* 
cular  system  generally ;  dyspnoea  great,  much  difficulty  in  swallowing 
and  articulation,  jaws  partially  closed,  entirely  so  during  the  spasm, 
pulse  120;  indeed,  all  the  symptoms  increased  in  a  marked  degree, 
with  slight  delirium.  Ordered  ^  of  a  grain  of  morphine  every  hour, 
and  to  continue  the  as^afoetida  injections.  6,  P.  M.,  all  the  symptoms 
greatly  aggravated,  pulse  so  small  and  frequent  that  it  could  not  be 
counted,  jaws  closed,  breathing  extremely  difficult,  body  almost  con- 
stantly drawn  backwards  or  forwards  and  to  one  side,  face  pale,  skin 
moistened  with  clammy  sweat,  and  perfect  rigidity  of  muscular  system. 
Had  slept  none  for  48  hours.  Applied  ice  to  the  head  and  whole 
length  of  spinal  column ;  in  20  minutes  the  pulse  came  down  to  100, 
the  skin  was  covered  with  profuse  perspiration,  the  muscular  system 
relaxed  ;  in  short  there  was  a  perfect  yielding  of  all  the  urgent  symp- 
toms, and  the  patient  slept  soundly  and  pleasantly  for  the  succeeding 
two  hours,  during  which  time  the  breathing  was  natural,  and  there  was 
neither  tetanic  rigidity  or  spasm.  When  he  awoke,  there  was  still  some 
delirium,  the  pain  in  the  region  of  the  sternum  was  very  great,  and  for 
half  an  hour  the  tetanic  rigidity  and  spasm  were  considerable.  The 
ice  was  again  applied,  when  the  symptoms  immediately  yielded,  and 
the  patient  (with  the  exception  of  stiort  intervals)  slept  quietly  the  bal- 
ance of  the  night. 

17th.  6,  A.  M.,  the  bowels  were  moved  by  the  nssafcetida  injections, 
the  delirium  had  passed  off,  all  the  tetanic  rigidity  was  gone.  Pulse 
80,  breathing  natural,  but  said  there  was  great  soreness  of  the  chest 
and  all  the  muscles  of  the  body.  Drank  some  soup,  continued  the  ice 
and  injections  as  before.  1 1,  A.  M.,  there  was  some  slight  twitching 
of  the  muscles,  without  rigidity ;  from  this  tirae  the  patient  continued  to 
improve  without  either  tetanic  rigidity  or  spasm  until,  on  the  25tb,  be 
was  discharged  cured,  with  the  wound  nearly  healed. 

The  ice  was  applied  from  10  to  30  minutes  each  time,  with  intervals 
of  from  2  to  8  hours. 
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I.  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes.    By  Samuel  A.  Purdy,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Stated  meeting  of  the  Academy  at  the  Uoivereityy  Oct  5th,  1853. 
Presideut,  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-four  members  present.  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read 
and  approved.  The  President  announced  that  scientific  intelhgence 
was  in  order. 

Dr.  Detwold  exhibited  to  the  Academy  the  thumb  of  a  man,  torn 
off  by  machinery,  with  a  tendon  and  a  piece  of  muscle  attached.  The 
Dr.  stated  that  there  was  nothing  novel  in  such  an  injury :  he 
brought  it  to  the  Academy  to  demonstrate  that  the  commonly  received 
opinion,  that  in  life  tendons  tear  easier  than  muscles  and  after  death 
the  reverse,  is  not  true;  at  least,  the  specimen  before  the  Academy 
does  not  favor  that  idea.  Experience  has  proved  that  many  opinions, 
formerly  received  without  contradiction,  are  not  true ;  thus,  in  refer- 
ence to  gun-shot  wounds — that  a  bullet  produces  a  smaller  wound  at 
its  entrance  that  at  its  exit.  So,  also,  in  reference  to  spontaneous  com- 
bustion ;  a  doctrine  almost  universally  believed,  until  Liebig  proved, 
beyond  a  contradiction,  that  it  cannot  occur.  In  the  case  of  the  thumb, 
Dr.  D.  remarked  that  there  was  no  hemorrhage,  and  no  pain.  There 
was  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the  first  phalanx. 

Dr.  Grucom  thought  that  the  case  did  not  entirely  disprove  the 
common  opinion  ;  for,  as  there  is  more  than  one  muscle  whose  tendon 
goes  to  the  thumb,  there  must  have  been  a  tendon  ruptured  as  well  as 
a  muscle. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked  that  he  did  not  bring  the  case  forward  to 
establish  the  opposite  of  the  commonly  received  opinion,  but  to  show 
that  that  opinion  is  not  invariably  true. 

Dr.  GrUcom  thought  it  depended  very  much  upon  the  condition  of 
the  muscle,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  whether  or  not  it  would  break : 
if  the  muscle  be  in  a  state  of  contraction,  it  would  not  be  so  liable  to 
tear  aa  when  relaxed. 

Dr.  AL  Stephenson  read  a  paper,  containing  a  description  of  three 
cases: 

Ist.  A  case  of  Exostosis  in  the  supra-orbital  region,  operated  upon 
by  himself. 

After  the  reading  of  this  case.  Dr.  Detmold  remarked  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  ought  not  to  be  called  exostosis,  but  rather  a  disease  of  the 
fronbil  sinus,  the  tumor  formed  pushing  the  bone  forward,  and  forming 
for  itself  a  bony  capsule. 
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Dr.  Macfarlane  stated  that  he  was  present  at  the  operation,  and 
thought  it  a  case  of  exostosis,  for  there  was  too  much  bone  to  account 
for  it  on  any  other  supposition. 

Dr.  Detmold  thought  that  the  bony  matter  might  be  thrown  out  from 
the  irritation  produced  by  the  neighboring  disease,  but  it  ought  not,  on 
that  account,  to  be  called  exostosis.  In  exostosis,  the  bone  is  prima- 
rily affected,  and  has  no  cavity. 

2d.  Dr.  Stepkenton  read  an  account  of  a  Cheiloplasiic  operation. 

Dr.  Detmold  related  a  case  of  a  young  lady  with  a  scar  on  her 
face,  who,  in  infancy,  had  a  scrofulous  ulcer,  involving  some  nervous 
filaments ;  the  consequence  oi  which  was,  that  the  face  was  drawn  to 
one  side.  Dr.  D.,  considering  the  deformity  a  paralysis  of  one  side  of 
the  fdce«  produced  by  the  ulcer,  divided  the  muscles  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  the  face  became  straight.  He  afterwards  performed  an  op- 
eration for  the  removal  oftjifricarc....,^ 

3d.  Dr.  Stephenson/^m^!f^^4iS^kf^^^ operation  for  Torticollis. 

Dr.  Detmold  remMpe&  thatJ^gJiaHltMihuitl^  operated  for  that  dif^ 
ficuhy.  In  these  cms  the  effectsoTThe  disfmion  extend  to  the  trunk 
and  head  also,  "^he  face|yA^lijftactedw'&nd  attei  the  operation,  the  eye 
will  often  be  found  L)  be  DmTqne^thmilfie  crodked,  and  the  lower  jaw 
atropliied.  In  the  tyii4^na.jity^jyder  will  Welevated,  owing  to  the 
curvature  of  the  8pine^^^>9^  p  v    a  c£)    >/ 

Dr.  D.  always  divide^lji^TniMfcle^  and  thinks  that, 

in  the  hands  of  a  good  surgeon^  there  is  no  danger  of  wounding  impor- 
tant vessels.  The  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle  is  so  prominent,  from 
its  contraction,  that  there  is  no  danger.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  divide  the 
muscle  with  one  sweep  of  the  knife  ;  it  should  be  divided  in  different 
places;  wherever  there  are  contracted  fibres,  which  will  be  left  after 
one  divi>ion.  Complete  recovery  is  very  doubtful ;  it  takes  years  to 
entirely  outgrow  the  deformity. 

On  motion,  the  paper  of  Dr.  Stephenson  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Macfarlane  made  some  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  croup  by 
quinine.  He  referred  to  a  case  related  by  him  some  time  ago  :  there 
was  a  relapse  in  that  case,  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed, 
but  the  child  died.  He  has  smce  had  another  case  in  his  practice, 
where  the  pulse  was  full  and  frequent ;  cheeks  red  and  hot ;  breathing 
not  rapid,  but  of  the  peculiar  croupy  character,  and  the  child  spoke 
with  a  hoarse  whisper.  Gave  the  child  ipecac,  which  produced  vom- 
iting, without  reliefl  Then  gave  one  grain  of  quinine  every  half-hour. 
On  visiting  the  child  after  an  interval,  the  fever  had  subsided,  and  the 
breathing  was  relieved.  The  quinine  was  continued  for  a  day  or  two ; 
on  the  fourth  day  the  cure  was  complete. 

The  Librarian  reported  to  the  Academy,  that  no  papers  had  come 
into  his  possession,  and  that  there  are  none  in  the  library. 

Dr.  Gardner  made  some  remarks  on  rupture  of  the  perineum  at 
the  time  of  labor.  He  related  the  case  of  a  lady,  who,  a  number  of 
years  since,  was  delivered  by  forceps,  producing  rupture  of  the  peri- 
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nearo.  At  the  next  confinement  subsequent  to  this,  her  physician  told 
her  that  there  was  a  band  which  delayed  the  birth  of  the  child  ;  this 
band  be  ruptured. 

She  was  confined  the  third  time,  when  she  was  seen  by  Dr.  Gard- 
ner. The  head  came  down  and  rested  on  the  perineum,  and  there  re- 
nwioed  without  further  progress.  On  examination,  the  Dr.  discovered 
a  band,  extending  from  one  tuber  ischii  to  the  other  ;  this  band  he  divi- 
ded, but  nevertheless  the  head  remained  as  before.  It  was  then  ob- 
served, tbat  the  whole  perineum  had  been  lacerated  in  a  previous  labor, 
and  there  was  formed,  in  consequence,  a  firm,  strong  cicatrix.  The 
forci'ps  were  applied,  and  the  head  brought  down  and  the  child  deliv- 
ered, but  not  without  further  laceration  of  the  perineum.  The  Dr. 
asked,  what  is  to  be  done  in  such  cases  ? 

Dr.  Detmold  had  seen  several  cases,  where  there  had  been  slight  la- 
ceration, with  after-contraction.  He  had  a  case,  where  the  contraction 
was  9uch  as  to  prevent  sexual  intercourse.  He  has  operated  in  such 
cases,  but  the  operation  is  always  followed  by  contraction.  He  has 
operated  during  labor.  It- must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  surgeon 
in  attendance,  whether  it  is  best  to  divide  the  cicatrix  or  let  it  rupture 
with  tbe  use  of  the  forceps ;  they  will  'not'  yield. 

Dr.  S,  C.  Foster  thinks,  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  in  some  ca- 
ses, these  cicatrices  do  yield.  He  thinks  it  justifiable  to  divide  them. 
He  has  seen  cases,  where  a  cicatrix  has  formed  after  rupture,  and  the 
woman  delivered  subsequently  without  laceration.  As  a  general  thing, 
he  believes  that  they  yield  during  labor.  Recollects  a  very  interesting 
case,  occurring  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  where  the  band  yield- 
ed before  the  head  of  the  child. 

Dr.  Macfarlane  related  a  case  similar  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Gardner, 
where,  on  examination,  a  band  was  found  extending  across  the  vagina, 
3  inches  in  length  and  f  of  an  inch  in  width  ;  he  found  also  other  late- 
ral bands.  He  waited  till  she  had  been  in  labor  18  hours;  but  no 
progress  having  been  made,  he  divided  the  band  with  a  lancet,  and 
with  half  a  dozen  pains  the  child  was  born. 

Dr.  Detmold  thought  that,  in  all  cases,  these  bands  should  be  divided. 

*I)r.  Phelps  made  sume  remarks  on  the  too  frequent  use  of  instru- 
ments. 

On  motion  the  fee  bill  was  now  taken  up.  After  some  remarks  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster,  and  also  by  Drs.  Det- 
mold, Griscom.  Macfarlane,  Corson,  Hall,  the  President  and  others, — 

Dr.  Grucom  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  back  to  the  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  it,  and  rendeiing  it  more  complete.  The 
motion  was  seconded;  but,  after  some  discussion,  it  was  withdrawn 
by  the  mover. 

Moved  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster,  that  it  is  expedient  for  this  Academy 
to  adopt  a  fee  bill.     Carried. 

Dr.  Griscom  renewed  his  motion. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Smith  moved  as  a  substitute — That  the  further  consider- 


52  Proceedings  of  Societies.  [Not., 

ation  of  the  fee  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Academy. 

On  motion,  the  original  committee  was  discharged. 

Dr.  Bolton  presenied  the  following  resolution,  which,  on  modon, 
was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present : 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  oration  shall  hereafter  be  upon  a  scien* 
tific  subject,  and  that  the  Anniversary  shall  be  held  in  the  usual  room 
of  meeting  of  the  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Griscom,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Health,  <fec.,  in  reference  to  the  paper  read  by  him  before 
the  Academy,  was  taken  up — and,  on  motion,  that  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  bills  to  the  amount  of  $27,60 
had  bf'en  presented,  which,  on  motion,  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.    NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes,     By  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  President,  Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Buck  presented  several  fragments  of  stone,  which  had  been 
removed  and  passed  from  the  bladder  of  ^female,  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  The  disease  was  of  five  years'  duration;  but  she  had  been  treated 
for  irritation  of  the  bl  idder  until  recently,  when  Dr.  Buck  made  an 
examination  and  detected  the  presence  of  stone.  The  removal  of  the 
stone  by  crushing  was  decided  upon,  and  after  subjecting  the  patient  to 
the  influence  of  ether.  Dr.  B.  performed  the  operation  of  lithontripsy, 
removing  several  fragments  with  the  instrument.  A  large  number  of 
pieces  and  grains  were  also  subsequently  passed  with  the  urine,  which, 
for  a  time,  deposited  nome  mucus.  Previous  to  the  operation  there 
WHS  almost  constant  incontinence  of  urine,  but  afterwards  she  became 
able  to  retain  the  urine  as  long  as  two  houi*s,  so  that  at  the  time  of  the 
second  operation,  injection  of  tlie  bladder  was  not  necessary.  The 
operation  was  repealed  seven  times,  and  without  ether.  The  patient 
entirely  recovered. 

Dr.  Metc'jl/e  said  he  had  been  called  on  the  Tuesday  previous  to 
attend  a  lady.  33  years  of  age,  who  had  been  married  nine  years,  and 
who  was  in  Libor  with  her  first  child.  The  labor  apparently  progressed 
favorably  during  Tuesday  and  Tuesday  night,  till  about  12  o'clock. 
The  OS  uteri  was  well  dilated  ;  but  the  pains,  instead  of  being  in  the 
back,  were  felt  in  the  thighs  and  groins.  Dr.  M.  discovered  by  external 
examination  that  the  form  of  the  uterus  simulated  that  of  a  dumb  bell; 
the  swollen  portion,  when  contracted,  being  hard,  while  the  fundus  and 
body  did  not  appear  much  changed.  Chloroform  was  ndministered  to 
relieve  the  pain.  The  labor  having  continued  unsuccessful  so  long, 
and  the  child  being  still  alive,  the  use  of  forceps  was  decided  upon. 
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On  liflteniog  to  the  sounds  of  the  child's  heart,  there  was  noticed  a 
bruit  de  sovffie  with  the  first  sound.  During  the  artificial  delivery,  all 
the  sounds  became  very  faint ;  and  the  child  was  still-born,  though  it 
was  resascitated,  and  lived  till  the  next  day.  The  uterus  remained 
after  the  delivery  in  a  state  of  hour-glass  contraction  ;  but  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  case  was  in  the  existence  of  this  peculiar  contraction 
before  delivery.  He  thought  the  brnit  of  the  child^s  pulsation  resulted 
from  stretching  of  the  cord,  as  after  its  death  he  found  the  heart  per- 
fectly sound.     The  child  had  no  convulsions. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  mentioned  a  case  of  a  man  33  years  old,  who  early 
ia  life  had  bad  necrosis  of  the  femur,  and  had  recovered  with  a  shriv- 
eled limb.  After  a  few  years  this  limb  was  fractured,  and,  from  neglect, 
the  bone  united  with  shortening  of  six  inches.  The  arm  of  the  same 
side  is  now  also  shorter  than  the  other,  two  and  three-quarter  inches ; 
and  this  shortening  is  entirely  of  the  humerus,  the  fore-arms  being  of 
equal  length.  There  had  never  been  any  disease  of  that  bone,  and 
Dr.  Van  Buren  thought  the  shortening  attributable  to  arrest  of  develop- 
ment consequent  upon  the  injury  to  the  lower  extremity.  He  referred 
to  Mr.  Paget's  work  as  confirmatory  of  this  opinion. 

Dr.  Swett  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  treatment 
of  lead  paralysis  with  the  iodide  of  potassium.  Eight  or  ten  cases 
bad  been  recently  treated  at  the  New  York  Hospital  in  this  way, 
and  with  highly  satisfactory  results.  In  these  cases  the  urine,  before 
tbe  treatment  was  commenced,  presented  no  traces  of  lead  ;  but,  soon 
after  the  administration  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  lead  was  very 
readily  detected,  thus  confirming  the  doctrine  of  M.  Melsens  and  Dr. 
Parkes,  that  the  lead  was  by  this  remedy  rendered  soluble,  and  was 
eliminated  from  the  system  through  the  urine. 

Dr.  Beadle  had  been  recently  informed  that  medical  men  in  Hav- 
ana had,  during  the  recent  epidemic  of  small  pox,  been  led  to  believe 
that  the  vaccine  virus,  after  passing  through  the  system  of  the  black 
man,  lost  in  a  remarkable  degree  its  protecting  power  for  the  white 
race.  The  greater  liability  of  blacks  to  certain  forms  of  fever  (as  for 
instance,  the  Bancker  street  fever  of  this  city)  was  also  mentioned  as  a 
fact  of  similar  significance. 

Dr.  Post  reported  a  case  of  paralysis  occurring  in  a  patient  subject 
to  hysteria,  the  cause  of  the  paralysis  being  apparently  a  severe  men- 
tal shock.  The  power  of  motion  in  both  the  upper  and  lower  extremi* 
ties  was  completely  lost,  but  sensation  remained  perfect,  and  the  intel- 
lect was  clear.  Accompanying  this  state  of  things,  there  were  severe 
pains  of  a  paroxysmal  nature  in  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions.  These 
pains  had  been  but  partially  controlled  by  the  administration  of  large 
doses  of  morphine,  and  by  its  application  to  a  blistered  surface.  The 
question  arising  whether  paralysis  of  sensation  alone  was  of  frequent 
occurrence,  a  number  of  such  cases  were  mentioned  by  Drs.  Du  Bois 
and  Watson.  It  was  stated  to  commence  usually  in  the  finders  or  toes, 
and  to  extend  to  other  parts  gradually.  The  prognosis  is  generally 
unfavorable. 
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Dr.  Van  Buren  reported  a  case  of  sudden  blindness  occurring  in 
a  negro,  who  after  eating  freely  of  fruit  was  attacked  with  colic,  and 
then  with  nausea  and  vomiting,  the  bowels,  however,  remaining  con- 
stipated. Immediately  after  the  act  of  vomiting,  the  patient  became 
completely  blind,  and  in  this  state  was  admitted  to  the  New  York 
Hospital.  He  complained  of  no  pain,  and  there  were  no  febrile 
symptoms.  The  pupil  remained  sensitive  to  light,  and  there  was  no 
visible  congestion  about  the  eye.  There  were  no  symptoms  of  poi- 
soning, and  it  was  difRcult  to  assign  a  cause  for  the  blindness.  As  the 
bowels  had  not  been  moved  for  three  days,  a  free  mercurial  cathartic 
was  given,  and  the  patient  was  cupped  upon  the  temples,  and  after- 
wards upon  the  back  of  the  neck.  The  result  was  a  complete  restora- 
tion of  vision. 

Dr.  Du  Bois,  remarked  that  it  was  not  at  all  uncommon  to  Rnd  sen- 
sibility to  light  in  the  pupil  when  vision  is  almost  entirely  gone. 


HI.  BIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes.    By  Jno.  C.  Dalton,  Jun.^  Secretary, 

Meeting  held  at  the  Rooms  of  the  N.  Y.  Preparatory  School  of 
Medicine,  809  Broadway,  July  15th,  1853. 

Mr.  Outram  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  spontaneous 
change  which  he  had  observed  to  take  place  in  chloroform  not  sufficiently 
protected  from  the  access  of  the  atmosphere.  He  had  found  that  chloro- 
form, kept  in  this  manner,  lost  its  sweet  flavor  and  anaesthetic  properties, 
at  the  same  time  liberating  free  chlorine,  which  was  afterwards  replaced 
by  muriatic  acid,  communicating  a  sharp,  sour  flavor  to  the  vapor  of  the 
liquid.  At  that  time  the  liquid  was  found  to  have  lost  all  the  ordinary 
properties  of  chloroform. 

This  change  took  place  without  the  influence  of  any  chemical  re-agent 
other  than  the  atmoppheric  air.  An  analogous  decomposition  may  be 
effected  by  the  addition  of  acid  or  alkaline  substances.  Chloroform, 
treated  with  a  solution  of  potass,  yields  formic  acid  and  chloride  of  potas- 
sium. Nitrous  acid  added  to  chloroform  gives  rise  to  nitrous  oxide, 
formic  acid,  and  chlorine — which  last  afterward  becomes  muriatic  acid. 
Mr.  Outram  supposed  this  to  represent  the  change  taking  place  in  the 
spontaneous  decomposition  of  chloroform.  Chloroform  is  a  terchloride  of 
formyle.  The  sulphuric  acid  with  which  it  is  prepared  by  distillation,  is 
frequently  contaminated  with  nitrous  acid.  This  is  converted  into  nitrous 
oxide,  giving  up  a  portion  of  its  oxygen,  which  converts  the  formyle  into 
formic  acid,  and  the  chlorine  is  set  free.  The  decomposition  of 
chloroform  is,  then,  an  oxydizing  process. 

The  tests  for  this  decomposition  are  the  odor  of  the  chloroform,  its 
reaction  with  litmus  paper,  and  with  nitrate  of  silver.  The  production  of 
muriatic  acid  gives  rise  to  an  acid  odor,  which  may  be  more  or  less 
modified  by  the  presence  of  undecomposed  chloroform.     Pure  chloroform 
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has  no  action  on  litmus  paper.  If  decomposition  has  taken  place,  it  pro- 
duces a  bright  red  stain.  Nitrate  of  silver,  added  to  pure  chloroform,  has 
no  effect ;  but  if  muriatic  acid  or  chlorine  have  been  formed,  a  copious 
white  precipitate  of  chloride  of  silver  is  thrown  down.  Mr.  Outram  ex- 
hibited specimens  of  pure  and  decomposed  chloroform,  and  showed  the 
action  of  tests  on  each. 

Dr.  Heywood  thought  that  specimens  of  chloroform  from  different 
sources  should  be  examined,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  frequently 
this  change  takes  place  in  the  shop  of  the  apothecary.  He  inquired 
whether  any  test  were  superior  in  delicacy  to  that  of  smell.  Mr.  Outram 
thought  the  test  by  nitrate  of  silver  much  more  delicate  than  any  other. 

Dr.  Gardner  thought  that  if  the  chloroform  were  prepared  with  care, 
this  change  would  not  be  likely  to  take  place.  He  had  a  specimen  at 
his  house,  which  he  had  kept  between  two  and  three  years,  without 
taking  any  particular  precaution  as  to  exposure,  and  which  was  still 
unchanged,  so  far  as  could .  be  judged  from  its  odor  and  its  narcotizing 
properties.  He  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect  of  muriatic  acid  gas 
taken  into  the  lungs,  as  it  might  be  from  a  partially  decomposed  specimen, 
which  still  contained  sufficient  unaltered  chloroform  to  diminish  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  glottis,  and  permit  the  inhalation  of  the  acid  gas.  Might 
not  some  of  the  deaths  from  chloroform  be  attributed  to  this  accident  ? 

J)r,  Oilman  thought  that  the  dangerous  properties  of  chloroform 
were  not  to  be  separated  from  its  narcotizing  effects ;  and  that  in  those 
instances  where  death  had  resulted  from  its  use,  the  destruction  of  the 
patient^s  life  was  owing  to  a  continuation  of  the  same  influence  by  which 
his  sensibility  and  consciousness  had  been  previously  abolished.  He 
thought  that  the  variations  of  the  pulse,  if  narrowly  watched,  would  give 
sufficient  warning  of  any  threatened  danger  to  life. 

Dr.  Heywood  showed,  under  the  microscope,  specimens  of  crystalized 
kreatine,  obtained  by  himself  from  the  bullock^s  heart  This  substance  is 
readily  obtained,  being  freely  soluble  in  water,  but  insoluble  in  alcohol 
and  ether.  The  process  is  to  take  some  lean,  muscular  tissue,  which  is  to 
be  chopped  up  fine,  and  treated  with  tepid  water.  The  water  is  then  to 
be  forced  out  under  strong  pressure.  The  albumen  and  coloring  matters 
are  then  precipitated  by  heat,  and  the  salts  by  sulphate  of  baryta.  The 
filtered  solution  then  gives  pure  kreatine  by  evaporation. 

August  5th,  1853. 
Mr.  Outram  mentioned,  that  since  making  his  observations  relative 
to  the  spontaneous  decomposition  of  chloroform,  reported  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, he  had  found  that  in  July,  1850,  Mr.  John  Abraham,  of  Edinburgh^ 
pointed  out  the  fact,  that  chloroform  manufactured  there,  after  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  underwent  the  same  changes.  Prof.  Proctor,  of  Edinburgh, 
noticed  the  same  in  some  Philadelphia  chloroform.  The  observations  of 
Dr.  Christisoa,  published  about  the  same  time,  showed  that  these  changes 
were  occasioned  by  impurity  of  the  sulphuiic  acid  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture- In  consequence  of  this,  Messrs.  Duncan  &  Flockhart  (large  manufac- 
turing druggists  of  Edinburgh),  recalled  their  chloroform,  and  issued  a  fresh 
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supply,  purified  by  distilling  from  carbonate  of  baryta.  Chloroform  so 
prepared^  could  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time  without  change. 

Dr.  Dalton  exhibited  specimens  and  drawings  of  a  parasitic  crustace- 
an, belonging  to  the  genus  Bopyrus^  which  had  recently  come  under  his 
notice.  It  was  found,  so  far  as  had  been  ascertained,  living  exclusively  as 
a  parasite  on  the  gills  of  the  common  shrimp  (Palemon  vulgaris).  During 
the  month  of  July,  they  were  exceedingly  abundant,  so  that  of  the  shrimps 
then  brought  into  the  market,  one  in  every  six  or  eight  was  infested  with  a 
parasite.  Its  presence  produces  a  very  remarkable  tumor  on  one  side  of  the 
thorax,  causing  a  hemispherical  bulging  of  that  part  of  the  carapace  which 
covers  the  branchiae.  It  is  found  sometimes  on  the  left  side,  sometimes  on 
the  right ;  never,  so  far  as  had  been  noticsd,  on  both  at  once.  The  animal 
is  said  by  some  naturalists,  who  have  described  the  genus,  to  fix  itself  upon 
the  gills  of  the  shrimp ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  since  it  is  its  dorsal  sur- 
face which  is  turned  toward  the  branchiee,  while  its  ventral  surface  is  ap- 
plied to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  carapace.  Moreover,  it  is  not,  prop- 
erly speaking,  '*  tixed  "  to  any  part,  but  is  simply  retained  in  its  place  by 
the  carapace,  which  covers  it  like  an  inverted  bowl ;  and  if  this  be  lifted 
off,  the  parasite  is  readily  turned  out  from  the  bed  it  occupies. 

A  simple  description  of  these  animals  will  not  be  sufficient,  on  account 
of  the  striking  difierence  in  conformation  between  the  male  and  female. 
The  female  is  much  the  larger  of  the  two,  and  most  readily  attracts  atten- 
tion. Its  shape  approaches  that  of  a  triangle  with  rounded  corners.  The 
body  is  composed  apparently  of  six  segments,  but,  in  reality  there  are 
seven,  of  which  one  has  been  fused  with  the  head,  since  there  are  seven  pairs 
of  feet,  one  attached  to  each  segment  of  the  body  and  one  to  the  sides  of  the 
head.  On  the  edges  of  the  under  surface,  are  five  pairs  of  largely  devel- 
oped scales  or  plates,  which  overlap  each  other  in  such  a  way  as  to  in- 
clude a  large  open-mouthed  cavity,  into  which  the  eggs  of  the  animal  are 
received  after  impregnation,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds,  and  in  which 
they  are  retained  until  the  young  are  hatched.  It  is  principally  the  mass 
of  eggs  attached  to  the  under  surface  of  the  female  that  forms  the  promi- 
nence under  the  carapace  of  the  shrimp.  The  ventral  plates  are  marked 
with  dark  brown  spots  or  streaks.  As  the  dorsal  surface  is  flat  and  nearly 
colorless,  it  is  liable  at  tirst  to  be  mistaken  for  the  abdomen,  and  the  ab- 
domen, owing  to  its  prominence  and  vaulted  form,  for  the  back.  A  com- 
parison, however,  of  the  female  with  the  male,  and  attention  to  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  claws  are  turned,  show  that  it  is  the  dorsal  surface  which 
is  flat,  and  the  ventral  which  is  arched  ;  so  that  the  eggs,  as  in  most  other 
Crustacea,  are  carried  beneath  the  abdomen  of  the  female,  protected  by  the 
scaly  appendages  of  the  legs.  The  female  pleasures  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
in  length  by  one-sixth  or  one-fifth  in  width.  The  form  of  the  body  is  not 
symmetrical,  but  twisted,  sometimes  to  the  right,  sometimes  to  the  left,  so 
that  the  median  line  has  a  noticeable  lateral  curvature. 

The  male  is  so  different  from  the  female  that  he  could  not  be  recog- 
nized as  belonging  to  the  same  species  or  even  genus,  if  the  two  were  not 
so  constantly  found  in  connection  with  each  other.  His  body  is  one  six- 
teenth of  an  inch  long  by  one  fifty-fourth  wide,  nearly  cylindrical  in  shape, 
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of  a  uniform  dark  brown  color.  Tlie  body  is  composed  of  six  distinct  an- 
nular segments,  with  a  seventh  soldered  to  the  head.  The  male  is  iDvaria- 
bly  found  attached  to  the  under  surface  of  the  tail  of  the  female.  He  ap- 
pears to  remain  there  in  order  to  fecundate  the  successive  crops  of  ova  as 
they  are  dischai^ed  from  the  ovaries ;  at  least  he  is  found  in  that  situa- 
tion, not  only  with  the  ova  in  every  different  stage  of  development,  but 
even  after  the  young  are  hatched  and  have  escaped.  The  ventral  surface 
of  the  male  is  attached  to  the  ventral  surface  of  the  female,  so  that  the 
posterior  extremities  of  the  two  are  nearly  in  contact  A  remarkable  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  sexes  consists  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  eyes, 
which  are  sufficiently  distinct  in  the  male,  while  no  trace  of  them  is  to  be 
discovered  in  the  female. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  species  has  yet  been  described.  The  genus 
Bopyrus  is  not  mentioned  at  all  by  De  Kay  in  his  Zoology  of  New  York, 
as  existing  in  our  waters.  A  species,  living  under  the  gill  cover  of  Pale- 
mon,  is  described  by  A.Risso  (Histoire  Naturelle  des  Crustac^es  des  envi- 
rons de  Nice ;  Paris,  1816),  under  the  name  of  Bopyrus  palemonis.  The 
author,  however,  seems  to  have  been  acquainted  only  with  the  female,  and 
does  not  give  the  distinctions  between  the  sexes.  He  describes  the  color  as 
•*  yellowish  mixed  with  clear  green,  with  two  brown,  longitudinal  lines." 
In  the  American  species  there  is  no  green  coloration,  but  only  a  grayish 
white,  with  brown  spots.  Risso,  too,  describes  only  four  pairs  of  abdomi- 
nal plates,  instead  of  five :  finally  he  gives  the  longitudinal  dimensions  of 
his  species  as  nine  millimetres ;  while  the  present  species  has  not  been  ob- 
Bervtd  longer  than  six  millimetres  and  a  half,  or  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch. 

It  is  proposed  therefore,  to  designate  this  as  a  new  species  under  the 
name  of  Bopyrus  contortus,  on  account  of  the  unsymmetrical  form  of  the 
adult  female.    Specific  characters  as  follows : 

B,  Contortus. — Body  composed  of  six  apparent  segments.  Seven 
pairs  of  retracted  unguiculated  feet,  of  which  the  anterior  pair  is  at- 
tached to  the  sides  of  the  head.  Tail  of  six  segments.  Location  under 
gill-covers  of  Palemon  vulgaris. 

'Female. — Form,  a  flattened  triangular  oval,  with  a  distinct  lateral  cur- 
vature ;  scaly  appendages,  of  all  but  the  first  and  last  pair  of  feet,  devel- 
oped into  large  plates,  which  fold  together  under  the  abdomen  and  par- 
tially inclose  the  impregnated  eggs ;  five  pair  of  double,  coloriess  respira- 
tory plates  under  tail,  which  also  fold  together,  partially  inclosing  the 
body  of  the  male ;  no  eyes,  nor  antennae ;  mandibles  very  imperfect ; 
length,  a  quarter  of  an  inch ;  width,  one  fifth  of  an  inch  ;  color  grayish 
white,  with  large,  dark  brown  spots  on  abdominal  plates,  and  a  few  small 
ones  on  back. 

Male, — Form  nearly  cylindrical ;  two  minute,  sessile  eyes ;  two  pair  of 
sm^l  antennse,  nearly  concealed  under  carapace ;  no  abdominal  or  caudal 
appendages ;  length  one  sixteenth  of  an  inch ;  width,  one  fifty-fourth  of 
an  inch ;  color,  dark  brown,  except  on  tail,  which  is  nearly  colorless. 
Location  nnder  caudal  plates  of  female. 
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NEW   YORK   HOSPITAL. 

Dr.  Bulkley. 

Dear  Sir: — Understanding  that  stated  reports  from  the  hospitals 
of  this  city  itre  hereafter  to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  Medical 
Times  ;  and  hearing  that  you  look  to  me  for  some  account  of  the  sur- 
gical cases  under  my  care  at  the  New  York  Hospital  since  the  1st  of 
August  last,  I  beg  leave  in  reply  to  say,  that  your  proposed  plxn,  if 
fitly  carried  out,  must  be  of  great  service  to  the  profession,  and  that  I 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  aid  you  in  it,  as  far  as  circumstances  may 
permit.  But  the  late  hour  at  which  your  notification  reached  me  has 
hardly  left  me  time  to  furnish  a  general  report ;  I  must,  therefore,  con- 
tent myself  with  a  notice  of  some  particular  group  of  cases ;  and  the 
group  which  I  look  upon  as  peculiarly  worthy  of  attention,  is  that  of 

Railroad  Accidents. 

On  examining  our  records,  I  find  that  in  the  first  surgical  depart- 
ment, usually  averaging  about  110  patients,  there  are  at  present  six 
cases  of  severe  railroad  accidents ;  and  from  the  same  source  there 
have  been  discharged  since  the  Ist  of  August  nine  others;  making  in 
all  fifteen  cases  ;  of  which  three  resulted  fatally,  and  six  were  discbar|;- 
ed  cured  or  convalescing.  Those  still  under  treatment,  it  is  believed, 
are  all  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  Of  the  fatal  cases,  one  only  was 
subjected  to  an  operation ;  but  of  those  still  under  treatment,  bidding 
fair  to  do  well,  three  have  been  the  subjects  of  capital  amputations, 
either  by  my  colleagues  or  myself. 

In  the  second  surgic^il  depart njent,  averaging  about  the  same  num- 
ber  of  patients,  there  are  at  present  thirteen  railroad  cases,  and  four 
have  beon  discharged  since  the  1st  of  August;  making,  in  all,  seven- 
teen. Of  these,  three  proved  fatal ;  one  was  discharged  cured ;  and  of 
those  still  under  Uceatment,  the  final  result  of  one  is  still  problematical : 
the  others  are  all  convalescing.  Of  the  three  fatal  cases,  one  only  was 
subjected  to  amputation.  Or  those  convalescing,  four  only  have  under- 
gone severe  operations,  taking  no  account  of  minor  operations  for  the 
removal  of  digital  extremities. 

But  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  patients  in  the  second  department, 
prior  to  the  Ist  of  October,  when  I  took  charge  of  it,  were  not  under 
my  care;  and,  that  those  in  the  first  department,  since  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber, have  passed  from  under  my  charge  into  the  hands  of  one  of  my 
colleagues.  Nor  should  the  proportion  of  fatal  cases  be  reckoned  solely 
from  the  entries  in  the  case  books ;  for  patients  brought  in  moribundi 
and  dying  before  any  treatment  is  instituted,  are  recorded  only  in  the 
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common  register  of  the  Hospital ;  in  which  it  is  not  usual  to  specify  the 
cause  of  injury.  And  it  is  oelieved  that  some  such  from  accidents  of 
this  sort  have  been  received  within  the  period  included  in  this  report. 

Our  memoranda  since  the  1st  of  August,  then,  show  thirty-two 
cases.  Among  these,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  by  far  the  great- 
est number  (nearly  five-sixths)  were  injuries  of  the  lower  extremities. 
And  these,  irrespective  of  other  complications,  were  as  follows,  namely  : 
ten  of  the  foot,  one  of  the  ankle,  one  of  the  foot  and  ankle,  nine  of  the 
leg,  one  of  both  legs,  one  of  the  knee,  one  of  the  thigh,  and  one  of  the 
thigh  complicated  with  crushing  of  the  opposite  leg ;  in  all,  twenty- 
five  chses.  While  in  the  upper  extremities,  there  were  in  the  hand 
two,  in  the  arm  three ;  in  all,  five  cases.  In  other  parts  of  the  body, 
the  cases  were  still  fewer,  namely  :  one  involving  the  ribs,  and  one  the 
head  and  face.  In  most  of  the  cases,  the  injury  was  inflicted  by  the 
wheels  of  the  cars  or  locomotive  engine  ;  in  one  case  by  a  fall  upon  the 
ground  in  attempting  to  step  from  a  car  while  in  motion ;  in  two  by  a  di- 
rect blow  from  the  car  while  in  motion ;  and  in  one  by  being  caught  in 
the  cowcatcher,  and  thrown  side  wise  on  the  ground.  Of  the  six  fatal 
cases,  four  were  from  injuries  of  the  foot,  one  from  injuries  of  the  foot 
and  ankle,  and  one  from  injury  of  the  thigh  extending  to  the  knee  joint. 
Of  the  cases  still  problematical  as  to  their  final  result,  one  w^s  an  injury 
of  the  fore-arm  and  elbow,  and  is  likely  to  do  well ;  the  other,  a  severe 
injury  of  the  head  and  face,  too  recently  received  to  determine  the  re- 
sult, though  the  chances  are  in  favor  of  fatal  issue. 

The  practitioner  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  management  of  these 
accidents  would  perhaps  see  in  them  nothing  which  should  entitle  them 
to  be  considered  apart  from  other  mechanicHl  injuries ;  and  would  be 
content  to  class  them  under  the  usual  head  of  lacerated  and  contused 
wounds,  or  of  compound  and  comminuted  fractures.  The  symptoms 
that  result  from  them,  it  is  true,  are  such  as  usually  result  from  other 
severe  crushing  wounds.  As  a  group,  however,  they  offer  some  pecu- 
liarities. Their  increasing  frequency,  their  fearful  severity,  their  over- 
powering effects  upon  the  system,  and  their  high  average  of  fatality, 
not  to  speak  of  any  other  peculiarity,  give  them  quite  as  great  a  claim 
to  be  considered  under  a  distinct  head,  as  burns,  or  gunshot  wounds, 
which  have  for  many  ages  held  their  appropriate  places  in  surgical 
pathology. 

In  illustration  of  some  of  the  severer  forms  of  these  accidents,  it 
may  be  well  to  look  at  a  few  of  the  cases  more  minutely.  We  may 
turn  first  to 


Thobb  Resulting  Fatally. 

Casb  1.  Mrs.  Bertram,  widow,  aged  58,  was  admitted  Aug.  llth, 
in  a  sbite  of  prostration  from  having  had  her  left  foot  injured  by  the 
wheel  of  one  of  our  city  rail-cars.  There  was  an  extensive  laceration 
of  integument  on  the  dorsal  surface,  extending  to  the  inner  ankle;  under 
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this  the  ligaments  of  the  ankle  joint,  the  dorsal  artery,  and  a  mass  of 
deeper  tissues  of  the  foot,  were  seen  exposed ;  and  sonoe  of  the  smaller 
arterial  twigs  were  still  bleeding.  After  arresting  the  hemorrhiige, 
drawing  the  lacerated  integuments  gently  together,  and  placing  the  limb 
in  an  easy  position ;  the  patient,  by  the  use  of  diffusible  stimulants  and 
artificial  warmth,  gradually  arose  from  her  state  of  prostration.  On  the 
following  day  febrile  reaction  had  ensued,  with  dry  and  heated  skin, 
coated  tongue,  and  a  pulse  at  1 10.  The  injured  parts  were  now  en« 
veloped  in  water  dressings,  and  a  cooling  regimen  was  enjoined,  with 
anodynes  and  diaphoretics. 

August  14th.  The  integuments  at  the  seat  of  injury,  notwithatand* 
ing  the  removal  of  all  pressure,  and  the  free  use  of  antiseptic  dressings, 
were  already  assuming  the  appearance  of  incipient  mortification. 

August  16th.  The  irriutive  fever  is  excessive,  and  assuming  a 
typhoid  type.  The  foot  is  gangrenous,  and  the  whole  leg  of  a  dingy 
brown  color,  swollen,  heated,  and  painful.  The  yeast  poultice,  dry 
dressings  with  the  balsam  of  Peru,  and  the  copious  use  of  animal  char- 
coal, nil  of  which  were  tried  in  Uirn.  had  as  yet  no  effect  in  arresting  the 
mortification.     The  patient  is  on  a  supporting  regimen. 

August  10th.  The  line  of  demarkation  appears  to  have  partly 
formed  ;  but  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  of  the  gravest  character* 
leading  to  a  fatal  issue  on  the  20th. 

Cask  2.  Thomas  Green,  a  native  of  New  York,  aged  22,  baggage- 
master,  while  in  full  and  rugged  health,  had  the  extremities  of  his  left 
foot  caught  beneath  the  wheel  of  a  rail-car  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  27 ; 
and  on  the  following  morning  he  was  conveyed  from  the  place  at  which 
the  injury  had  occurred,  some  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  to  the  Hospital 
At  the  time  of  admission  reaction  was  already  sufficient  to  admit  of  the 
removal  of  the  injured  part  with  the  delay  only  of  a  few  hours.  The 
patient  preparatory  to  the  operation  took  an  anodyne,  and  was  etherized 
to  insensibility.  The  rupture  of  integuments  was  so  slight,  and  the 
part  of  the  foot  injured  apparently  so  circumscribed,  that  it  was  at  first 
thought  the  removal  of  only  one  or  two  of  the  toes  would  be  sufficient 
On  exposing  the  deeper  structures,  however,  it  was  found  requisite  to 
carry  the  incisions  through  the  tarso- metatarsal  articulations,  making 
two  flaps,  one  from  the  dorsal,  and  the  other  from  the  plantal  surface 
of  the  foot.  Before  drawing  these  together,  the  leg  was  gently  pres&ed 
between  the  hands,  so  as  to  force  downward  through  the  wound,  a  pud- 
dle of  extravasated  blood,  which  had  already  extended  under  the  in- 
teguments along  the  inner  ankle,  and  to  a  considerable  distance  up  the 
leg.  The  flaps  were  then  brought  together  by  stitches,  and  the  stump 
enveloped  in  lint,  smeared  with  Peruvian  ointment  (Balsam  of  Peru,  3ij  ; 
simple  cerate,  Si)* 

Sept.  ?9th.  Febrile  reaction  had  ensued.  The  patient  is  on  the  uae 
of  anodjne,  diaphoretics,  and  spare  diet. 

Sept.  30th.  Qeneral  condition  comfortable ;  but  the  integuments  of 
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the  foot  are  tense,  requiring  the  removal  of  the  stitches.     The  parts 
about  the  inner  ankle  are  also  tumid,  and  of  a  dusky  red  color. 

Oct.  1st.  The  tumefaction  and  discoloration  have  spread  upwards  ; 
tlie  flaps  are  already  gangrenous ;  and  the  integuments,  for  some  way 
up  the  leg,  have  a  mottled  brownish  red  color  with  intermingled  spots 
of  a  pinkish  shade,  and  one  or  two  zig-zag  lines  of  a  brighter  hue,  such 
as  may  be  occasionally  seen  in  atonic  erysipelas.  The  case  at  this  date 
passed  into  the  hands  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Markoe,  who,  to  remove  the 
tension,  very  properly  scarified  the  integuments  deeply  and  freely,  giv- 
ing issue  through  the  cuts  to  sero-sanguineous  efifusions.  The  limb  at 
this  stage  was  enveloped  in  an  antiseptic  poultice. 

*  Oct.  2d.  The  whole  limb  much  swollen,  almost  to  twice  its  natural 
size.  The  discoloration  has  extended  to  the  integuments  along  the  outer 
part  of  the  thigh.  The  patient's  countenance  has  lost  its  buoyancy,  and 
healthy  flush ;  and  is  now  haggard,  and  expressive  of  much  suffering. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  are  those  of  low  irritative  fever,  calling  for 
a  supporting  regimen  and  the  liberal  use  of  stimulants.  These,  however, 
were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  sudden  accession  of  collapse ;  which 
came  on  towards  evening,  with  cold,  pale,  relaxed,  and  clammy  skin,  co- 
pious cold  perspiration,  and  almost  total  stoppage  of  the  heart's  action. 
But  by  artificial  warmth  to  the  surface,  and  powerful  stimulation  exter- 
nally and  internally,  he  was  again  roused. 

Oct.  3d.  The  pulse  small,  fluttering,  and  extremely  rapid.  The  mus- 
cular structure  along  the  leg,  as  seen  through  the  gaping  incisions,  ap- 
pears to  have  lost  its  vitality ;  the  sloughing  process  has  extended  about 
the  foot,  and  there  are  circular  spots  of  gangrenous  inflammation  at  dif- 
ferent points  along  the  integuments  of  the  leg.  The  integuments  on  the 
calf  of  the  opposite  leg,  at  the  point  of  pressure  against  the  bed,  are  of 
a  reddish  hue ;  as  if  about  to  fall  into  passive  inflammation.  Subse- 
quent to  this  date  there  were  also  some  similar  threatenings  of  inflam- 
matory action  over  the  right  eyebrow.  From  this  time  forward  the  pa- 
tient vacillated  between  excessive  collapse  and  imperfect  temporary  re- 
action, with  a  pulse  averaging  nearly  140  in  a  minute,  and  skin  usu- 
ally bathed  in  perspiration.  He  died  on  the  9th  of  October.  There 
was  no  postmortem  examination. 

Case  3.  John  Roach,  an  Irish  laborer,  aged  21,  was  received  on  the 
10th  of  October,  with  a  compound  fracture  of  the  left  thigh  near  the 
knee,  and  a  similar  fracture  of  the  right  leg  near  its  middle.  There  is 
much  effusion  into  the  left  knee  joint,  and  subcutaneous  tissues  sur- 
roaoding  it ;  but  the  integuments,  though  torn,  are,  to  appearance,  not 
so  severely  injured  as  the  parts  beneath.  The  whole  of  this  leg  below 
the  knee,  is  cold,  deprived  of  circulation,  and  already  dead.  The  acci- 
dent occurred  by  the  wheel  of  a  rail-car  passing  over  his  limbs,  on  the 
erening  preceding.  When  admitted,  he  was  still  in  a  state  of  prostra- 
tion, with  slow  small  pulse,  anhelation,  pallid  countenance,  languid  eye, 
cold  purplish  tongue,  incessant  thirst,  irritable  stomach,  and  jactitation ; 
but  with  intellect  clear  and  unclouded.    He  lived  nearly  two  days  after 
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bid  admifwion,  dying  .on  the  1*2 lb  of  October;  witbout  baving  bad,  at 
any  time,  tbe  well-developed  Bymptoms  of  reaction. 

Cask  4.  Patrick  Kane,  an  Irisb  laborer,  aged  52,  was  received  on 
the  24th  of  Sept.,  having  recently  had  his  right  foot  caught  beneath  the 
wheel  of  a  rail -car,  by  which  the  whole  of  tbe  metatarsal  bones  were 
luiated  laterally  from  the  tarsus,  with  very  little  apparent  injury  of  the 
soft  parts  above,  and  with  the  skin  not  even  broken.  The  case,  until 
towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  September,  presented  no  serious 
symptoms,  and  was  of  such  a  character  that,  if  from  any  other  cause, 
there  might  have  been  a  fair  prospect  of  recovering  the  use  of  the  foot. 
But  the  disorganization  of  the  subcutaneous  tissues,  after  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, progressed  to  tbe  integuments,  and  the  bones  and  tendons  of  the  foot 
became  exposed.  The  sloughing  process  never  extended  much  bejond 
the  primary  seat  of  injury,  but  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  high. 
Diarrhoea  supervened,  and  the  case  terminated  fatally  on  the  20th  of 
October. 

Cases  5  &  6.  As  the  other  two  fatal  cases  were  at  no  time  under 
my  care,  I  shall  notice  them  only  so  far  as  to  say,  that  one  of  them  was 
an  Irish  laborer,  admitted  August  1st,  with  crushed  toes  which  were 
soon  afterwards  removed  by  amputation.  Deep  diffuse  mflammation,  of 
an  erysipelatous  character — with  irritative  fever  of  a  typhoid  type,  en- 
sued. The  patient  died  on  the  13th  of  August.  The  other  case  was 
that  of  a  boy,  12  years  old,  admitted  Sept.  2d,  with  crushed  foot  and 
ankle.  He  never  recovered  from  the  primary  shock,  and  died  on  the 
6th  of  September. 

Among  the  cases  8till  under  treatment  I  shall  refer  only  to  the  more 
important,  and  especially  to  such  as  have  already  been  subjected  to  op- 
erations.    Of  these,  the  following  are  the  most  worthy  of  notice : — 

Case  7.  Amputation^  first  between  the  hones  of  the  tarsus,  and 
afterwards  at  the  ankle  joint. — Eliza  Burk,  aged  5  years,  was  received 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  6th,  having  had  the  extremity  of  her  left  foot 
crushed,  about  an  hour  previously,  by  the  wheel  of  a  rail -car  passing 
over  it.  In  about  an  hour  after  her  admission,  reaction  baving  already 
come  on,  I  proceeded  to  etherize  the  patient,  and  remove  the  disorgan- 
ized portion  of  the  foot.  This  involved  the  excision  of  the  cuboid  bone, 
the  three  cuneiform  bones,  and  all  beyond  these.  The  face  of  the  stump 
was  now  covered  with  a  flap  of  integument  (which  appeared  to  have 
suffered  comparatively  little  injury)  from  the  lower  and  outer  side  of  the 
foot.  Under  the  use  of  anodynes  internally,  and  simple  dressings  to  the 
foot,  the  case  progressed  favorably  up  to  the  7th  of  Sept ,  at  which  date 
the  flap  began  to  look  gangrenous.  All  pressure  was  now  removed, 
and  dresiiing  with  the  balsam  of  Peru  was  substituted. 

Sept.  15th.  The  sloughing  of  the  integument  has  been  arrested; 
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but  the  destniciion  of  parts  has  been  such  as  to  leave  no  roonf!  to  hope 
for  saving  any  portion  of  the  foot. 

Sept.  19th.  Having  again  etherized  the  child,  I  proceeded  to  the 
removal  of  the  foot  at  the  ankle  joint,  carrying  the  knife  between  the 
astragalus  and  the  lower  portion  of  the  tibia  :  and  removing  both  male- 
olar  processes,  which  were  still  CRrtilaginous  and  readily  cut  through 
irith  the  scalpel.  The  flap  was  taken  mainly  from  the  heel.  A  slight 
portion  of  skin,  however,  had  been  saved  on  the  top  of  the  foot ;  and  it 
was  only  with  careful  management  that  a  sufficiency  of  integument  to 
cover  the  stump,  without  stretching,  could  be  procured. 

Further  details  are  unnecessary.  The  operation-  has  resulted  in  a 
very  useful  stump,  which  is  now  healed. 

Case  8.  Amputation  of  the  Arm. — Peter  Finney,  an  Irish  laborer, 
while  intoxicated  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  12th,  fell  upon  the  railroad  track 
at  Jersey  City  just  as  the  cars  were  approaching  him.  His  ri^ht  arm 
was  crushed  beneath  the  wheels,  and  disorganized  nearly  as  high  up  as 
the  elbow.  He  at  the  same  time  had  received  several  severe  bruises  in 
different  parts  of  his  body,  and  an  extensive  laceration  of  his  scalp.  He 
was  brought  to  the  Hospital  about  3  o'clock  next  morning ;  and,  at  8 
o'clock,  reaction  having  come  on,  I  etherized  him,  and  removed  the  arm 
just  above  the  elbow. 

Notwithstanding  his  habits,  and  the  extent  of  his  injuries,  this  man 
has  not  since  had  an  unfavorable  symptom.  The  stump  is  healing  rap- 
idly, and  his  other  injuries  present  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 

Case  9.  Compound  Fracture  and  Luxation  of  the  Nasal  Bones,  and 
Compound  Fracture  of  the  Uft  Malar  Bone, — Patrick  Flemming,  an 
Irish  laborer,  was  received  on  the  1 7th  of  October,  having  recently  been 
knocked  down  by  a  railroad  car ;  the  body  of  which,  striking  him  on  the 
face,  had  lacerated  the  integuments,  and  broken  off  a  triangular  fragment 
q{  bone  from  the  outer  rim  of  the  left  orbit ;  and  at  the  same  time  had 
inflicted  a  similar  wound  on  the  integuments  near  the  bridge  of  the  nose, 
broken  off  both  nasal  bones,  and  forced  them  towards  the  right  side  of 
the  face,  so  as  to  sive  the  nose  the  appearance  of  having  been  planted 
about  an  inch  to  the  right  of  the  median  line. 

The  fragment  of  the  malar  bone,  involving,  perhaps,  also  a  small 
portion  of  the  frontal,  lying  detached,  was  dissected  off, — the  nasal 
bones  adjusted  by  means  of  a  probe  introduced  into  the  nose,  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  fingers ;  and  finally  secured  in  proper  position  by  a  com- 
press and  bandage.  Oct.  24th.  The  case  has,  thus  far,  presented  no  un- 
toward symptom, — but  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  injury,  and  its 
proximity  to  the  brain,  leaves  the  final  result  extremely  doubtful. 

From  what  has  been  shown,  it  is  apparent  that  the  crushing  effect  of 
railroad  injuries,  among  the  deeper  tissues  of  a  limb,  is  usually  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  apparent  amount  of  injury  on  the  integuments  ;  and 
that,  from  these  deceptive  circumstances,  attempts  are  often  made  to  save 
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\\m\»,  which,  from  the  first,  are  so  far  disorganized  as  to  leave  no  chanoe 
of  their  recoverj.  And  again,  even  where  the  knife  is  employed  earijr* 
and  carried  through  tissues  which,  to  appearaDce,  still  retain  their  heal- 
thy structure,  inflammatory  reaction  which  follows,  is  occasionally  so 
severe  as  to  lead  to  gangrene  ;  which,  if  not  arrested,  may  necessitate  a 
second  operation  at  some  point  higher  up ;  or  result  in  high  irritative 
fever,  and,  finally,  in  the  death  of  the  patienL  The  primary  amount  of 
injury  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  later  consequences  that  too  frequently 
result  from  it.  The  surgeon,  looking  at  a  foot  with  one  or  two  of  the 
toes  crushed,  may,  perhaps,  dismiss  all  solicitude ;  and  yet,  before  he  is 
aware  of  the  true  aspect  of  the  injury,  the  whole  is  changed,  and  the 
case  has  assumed  the  gravest  character ;  inflammation  has  crept  up  deep- 
ly beneath  the  fascias  of  the  leg — the  tension  of  the  tissues  interferes 
with  the  circulation ;  the  deeper  structures  are  (deprived  of  their  vitality, 
and  the  whole  limb  is  implicated  in  the  diseased  action. 

The  part  crushed,  if  of  limited  extent,  may  slough,  and  leave  the  sur- 
rounding soft  part  with  force  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  process  of  repar- 
ation. But,  too  often,  the  gangrene  is  not  thus  circumscribed ;  and  the 
disorganizing  tendency,  with  or  without  reaction,  takes  a  wider  circuit 
But  where  inflammatory  reaction  is  fairly  established,  it  may  be  with 
force  insufficient  to  lead  to  fibrinous  effusions,  or  be  otherwise  perverted, 
so  as  not  to  establish  a  wall  of  plastic  lymph  at  the  outposts  of  the  dis- 
eased tissues.  The  morbid  effusions,  and  the  fluid  detritus  of  the  de- 
composing mass,  are  then  allowed  to  work  upwards  by  infiltration,  or  to 
be  carried  upwards  by  absorption,  so  as  to  poison  all  the  tissues  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  vitiate  the  whole  of  the  circulating  blood.  The  limb 
now  falls  into  putrilage,  and  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  of  corre- 
sponding severity. 

Tlie  process  of  reaction,  with,  or  without  the  spread  of  the  disease 
among  the  deeper  tissues,  leads,  also,  to  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  skin. 
This  may  assume  the  form  of  erysipelas,  or  be  mistaken  for  it.  In  many 
inst^inces,  it  is  only  such  in  appearance.  It  corresponds  with  it,  however, 
in  this,  that  in  neither  of  them  is  there  any  barrier  set  up,  by  the  effii* 
sion  of  fi brine,  against  the  spread  of  the  disease.  But  the  condition  of 
the  skin  now  under  consideration  has  a  closer  connection  with  that  which 
always  accompanies  subfascial  inflammation,  than  with  any  form  of  true 
erysipelas.  In  the  latter  the  cause  of  disease  is  situated  either  in  the 
skin,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue  forming  part  of  the  common  integument, 
beneath  this ;  whilst  in  the  other,  every  vasculhr  tissue  of  the  limb  is 
equally  involved,  or  if  any  be  the  last  to  suffer,  it  is  usually  the  integu- 
ment itself. 

The  spread  of  ecchymosis  from  extra vasated  blood,  in  these  cases,  is 
generally  extensive,  giving  the  greater  part  of  the  limb— especially  in  the 
track  of  the  larger  vessels,  and  among  parts  where  the  cellular  tissue  is 
lax — a  deep  purplish  discoloration.  But  in  many  cases,  the  blood  in  the 
various  tissues,  muscular,  cellular,  and  tegumentary — without  having  at 
all  escaped  from  its  proper  vessels— coagulates  in  the  capillary  veins ; 
and  there,  losing  its  color  as  well  as  its  vitality,  it  gives  to  the  deeper 
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stmctures  a  dry  and  withered,  purplish  appearance,  and  to  the  skin  a 
dusky  or  dingy-browD  color ;  and  wheD  the  tissue  of  the  skin  itself  is 
otherwise  implicated,  and  disposed  to  fall  mto  gangrene,  a  pinkish  brown 
color.  These  changes  in  the  color  and  condition  of  the  skin,  from  their 
disposition  to  extend,  are  also  often  tnken  for  erysipelas;  and,  as  I  think, 
erroneously.  In  some  cases,  the  coagulated  blood  thus  situated,  is  re- 
dissolved,  and  carried  off,  so  as  to  restore  the  tissues  to  their  normal  ap- 
pearance. I  have,  in  more  than  one  instance,  carried  the  amputating 
knife  through  muscular  and  cellular  tissues,  as  well  as  through  the  skin, 
in  which  this  condition  of  the  blood  in  them  was  demonstrable ;  and  jet 
these  cases  have  done  well.  But  the  extensive  diffusion  of  this  brownish 
discoloration  is  usually  an  unpropitious  symptom ;  and  the  pinkish  dis- 
coloration is  always  a  more  formidable  appearance  than  the  other.  They 
usually  come  on  early,  within  two  or  three  days  after  the  primary  in- 
jury ;  and  are  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  discoloration  which  results 
from  ordinary  eechymosis. 

The  constitutional  symptoms  resulting  from  these  accidents,  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  dwell  upon.  They  are  such  as  usunlly  aitend  other  local 
injuries  of  equal  severity. 

The  practical  deductions,  then,  from  the  foregoing  observations,  are, 
that  the  amount  of  injury  from  railroad  accidents  is  apt  to  be  under- 
estimated ;  that  the  shock  is  often  such  as  to  destroy  the  vitality  of 
parts  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  tissues  first  hurt;  and  that,  if  the  in- 
jured parts  are  to  be  removed,  the  sooner  the  operation  is  performed  af- 
ter reaction,  and  the  greater  the  care  of  the  operator  to  keep  at  a  re- 
spectable distance  from  the  im mediate  line  of  disorganization,  the  better 
for  the  safety  of  the  patient. 

With  becoming  respect,  yours, 

JNO.  WATSON. 
New  York,  October  24th,  1853. 
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Practical  Observations  on  Aural  Surgery^  and  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  With  illustrations.  By  William 
R.  Wiij>K,  Fellow  of  the  Roy.  Coll  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Mark's  OphthHlmic  Hospital,  Hon.  Member  of  the  Rojal 
Medical  Society  of  Stockholm,  &c.,  &c.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard 
&  Lea,  1853.  pp.  475. 

Mr.  Wilde  has  made  himself  very  favorably  known  by  his  valuable 
eontribiitions  to  the  periodical  literature  of  his  country  during  the  past 
few  years  ;  and  we  hail  with  pleasure  the  appearance  of  a  systematic 
work  embodying  the  results  of  his  large  experience  in  diseases  of  the 
ear.  The  work  before  us  is  practical  in  its  nature  ;  and  the  claim  of  the 
author  for  competency  to  the  task  which  he  has  assumed  is  founded 
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upon  an  extensive  practice  in  these  diseases  during  the  last  ten  years, 
and  in  the  management  of  a  large  public  institution  in  Dublin,  devoted 
to  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  an  institution  which  owes  its  origin  to 
him,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best  conducted  of  the  kind  in 
Great  Britain.  In  a  very  modest  preface,  he  says,  that  "  he  has  labor- 
ed, and  he  trusts  not  in  vain,  to  expose  error  and  establish  truth ;  to 
lay  down  just  principles  for  an  accurate  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  ear ; 
to  rescue  tht-ir  treatment  from  empiricism,  and  found  it  upon  the  well- 
established  laws  of  modern  pathology,  prnctical  surgery,  and  reasonable 
therapeutics."  One  great  aim  of  Mr.  Wilde  has  been  to  divest  the 
subject  of  the  shroud  of  quackery,  both  medical  and  popular,  with 
which  it  has  been  until  lately  encompassed.  He  does  not  profess  to  in- 
vent or  introduce  new  remedies,  but  endeavors  to  make  well-established 
rules  of  practice  applicable  to  the  management  of  diseases  of  the  ear. 
He  repudiates  the  idea  that  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  an  op- 
prcibiium  in  medicine,  and  says  that  the  progress  which  this  branch  of 
medical  science  is  making  is  probably  as  rapid  as  that  in  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  healing  art.  He  says,  that  '*  if  the  diseases  of  the  ear 
were  as  well  studied  or  understood  by  the  generality  of  practitioners,  and 
as  early  attended  to,  as  diseases  of  the  eye,  it  would  be  found  that  they 
were  just  as  much  within  the  pale  of  scientific  treatment"  (p.  21). 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  first  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  aural 
surgery  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  present  time,  in  which  a  brief 
sketch  is  given  of  his  predecessors  in  this  field.  Due  praise  is  awarded 
to  Mr.  Toynbee  for  his  labors  and  investigations,  wh'ch  prove  what  Mr. 
Wilde  himself  teaches,  and  demonstrates  in  his  clinical  lectures — that 
the  great  majority  of  diseases  of  the  ear  producing  deafness  have  their 
origin  in  infirimmation  of  one  kind  or  another.  He  exposes  the  fallacy 
of  ghcerine,  the  late  popular  cure  for  deafness,  and  is  equally  severe 
upon  Mr.  Turubull,  who  has  recently  figured  so  extensively  in  our 
midst.  The  subjects  of  the  remaining  chapters  are  means  of  diagnosis ; 
statistics  and  nosology  of  ear  diseases ;  dise^ifces  of  the  auricle,  mastoid 
region,  and  external  meatus ;  diseases  of  the  merobrana  tympani ;  dis- 
eases of  the  middle  ear  and  Eustachian  tube  ;  diseases  of  the  internal 
ear  and  otorrhoea  ;  and  an  appendix  of  upwards  of  fifty  pages  on  deaf- 
dumbness.  The  work  is  edited  by  his  former  pupil,  Dr.  A.  Hewson,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  has  made  but  few  additions  to  it ;  and  the  present 
edition  appears  as  nearly  simultaneous  with  the  original  work  in  Dublin 
as  circumstances  will  allow.  It  is  printed  in  the  usual  creditable  style 
of  the  enterprising  publishers,  and  will  doubtless  be  well  received  by 
the  profession.     No  work  better  deserves  it. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  By  John  Huntbr,  F.  R,  S.,  with 
copious  additions,  by  Dr.  Philip  Ricord,  Surgeon  of  the  H6pital  du 
Miiii,  Paris»  &c.  Edited  with  notes,  by  Freeman  J.  Bumsiead, 
M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Northwestern  Dispensary,  New  York. 
Philadelphia.     Blanchard  <k  Lea,  1853,  pp.  520. 

Thk  first  edition  of  M.  Ricord's  Notes  to  Hunter*B  Treatise  on  the 
Venereal  Disease,  was  published  at  Paris,  in   1840,  and  included  the 
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contributions  of  Sir  Everard  Home  and  Mr.  Babington  ;  and  in  the  edition 
of  which  this  is  a  reprint,  and  which  has  recently  appeared,  M.  Ricord 
has  thoroughly  revised  his  part  of  the  woric,  and  added  so  much  to  it, 
that  it  now  constitutes  full  one-third  of  the  volume.  The  present  work 
is,  therefore,  valuable  as  combining  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  the 
latent  views  and  results  of  M.  Ricord  on  a  subject  with  which  his  name 
and  reputation  are  so  extensively  connected,  and  as  being  the  only 
recent  practical  work  of  this  distinguished  physician.  It  is  no  slight 
compliment  to  the  genius  of  Mr.  Hunter,  that  a  work,  written  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  should  be  adopted  as  a  text  book  by  one  with 
whose  name  is  associated  so  much  of  research  and  of  progress  as  is 
that  of  M.  Ricord.  M.  R.  has  adopted  the  division  by  Hunter,  of 
constimiional  Syphilis  into  two  periods,  and  also  his  belief  in  the  non* 
contagiousness  of  secondary  symptoms ;  a  point,  by  the  way,  in  which 
our  own  experience  has  led  us  to  differ  from  these  high  authorities. 
The  work  before  us  b  a  reprint  of  the  edition  of  Mr.  Babington,  first  pub- 
lished  in  1S37,  with  the  addition'  by  the  American  editor.  Dr.  Bum- 
stead,  of  our  city,  of  a  translation  of  M.  Ricord 's  annotations,  including 
abo  the  notes  of  Mr.  Home,  so  that  we  have  the  original  work  of  Mr. 
Hunter,  with  contributions  from  four  different  sources.  The  notes  by 
Dr.  Bnmstead  are  intended  to  elucidate  parts  of  the  text,  and  to  con- 
vey additional  information  of  a  practical  nature,  and  are  judicious  and 
valuable.  We  cannot  but  feel,  however,  that  a  woik  thus  made  up 
is  better  suited  to  the  meridian  of  France  than  of  our  country,  where 
editions  of  Hunter's  work  are  more  frequently  met  with  than  in  that 
country ;  and  that  a  volume  which  should  simply  furnish  the  results 
of  the  extensive  experience  of  M.  Ricord,  would  have  been  more  accept- 
able to  the  profession,  and  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  students. 
The  edition  before  us  contftins  a  representation  of  M.  Ricord 's  urethral 
coarctotome  and  porte-caustique,  and  of  some  pathological  specimens 
presented  by  him  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  addition  to  the  plates 
in  the  original  work  of  Mr.  Hunter.  It  is  well  printed,  and  we  doubt 
not  that  the  name  of  M.  Ricord  will  give  it  an  extensive  circulation. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.  By  D,  Francis 
CoNDiB,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  &c.  &c.  Fourth  Edition.  Re- 
vised and  augmented.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853  :  pp. 
732. 

When  a  work  has  reached  its/o«r/^  edition  in  so  short  a  period  ns 
is  the  case  with  Dr.  Condie's  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  Children,  we  need 
only  record  the  fact  to  show  that  it  has  found  favor  with  the  public. 
The  second  edition  was  published  in  1847,  and  we  have  now  a  fourth 
demanded  by  the  public.  This  demand  has  afforded  the  author  an  op- 
portunity, which  he  has  improved,  of  again  carefully  revising  the  entire 
work,  and  of  incorporating  in  it  any  important  additions  made  to  our  stock 
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of  knowledge  respectinc^  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats.  Dr.  C.  is  well 
known  as  a  careful  and  industrious  writer,  and  has  gathered  eztensiveij 
the  observations  and  results  of  the  labors  of  others,  both  pathological 
and  practical,  on  the  diseases  of  early  life ;  at  the  same  time  that  his 
work  is  based  essentially  on  the  results  of  his  own  experience.  He  has, 
as  he  says,  **•  endeavored  throughout  the  work  to  confine  himself  to  a 
simple  statement  of  well-ascerUiined  pathological  facts,  and  plain  thera- 
peutical directions — his  chief  desire  being  to  render  it  what  its  title  im- 
ports it  to  be,  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  or  Children." 
The  value  of  works  by  native  authors  on  the  diseases  which  the  physi- 
cian is  called  upon  to  combat,  will  be  appreciated  by  all ;  and  the  work 
of  Dr.  Condie  has  gained  for  itself  the  character  of  a  safe  guide  for 
students,  and  a  useful  work  for  consultation  by  those  engaged  in 
practice. 

Harvey  Demonstrating  to  Charles  I.  his  Theory  of  the  Circulation  of 
the  Blood.  An  engraving,  28  inches  wide,  by  25  inches  high.  From 
a  painting  by  Mr.  R.  Hannah.  Published  by  George  D.  Appleton, 
No.  6  Barclay  street.  New  York,  1853. 

We  beg  to  call  attention  to  this  work  of  art,  because  it  is  intended 
for  the  profession,  and  serves  not  only  to  present  a  pictorial  record  of  a 
striking  incident  in  the  life  of  one  whose  memory  we  are  all  proud  to 
cherish,  but  also  affords  a  memento  of  one  of  the  most  important  dis. 
coveries  in  science.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  preserve  the  like- 
ness of  Harvey ;  and  Mr.  Appleton  furnishes  abundant  testimonials  to  its 
accuracy.  The  scene  of  the  picture  is  Harvey's  apartment  in  the 
palace.  Charles  I.  is  represented  as  seated  in  front  of  the  picture,  and 
the  young  prince  at  the  left  hand  of  Harvey.  Near  him  are  courtiers, 
and  in  the  back-ground  are  some  of  his  professional  opponents.  The 
grouping  is  good,  and  the  whole  effect  striking. 

The  price  of  the  engraving  is  $5  for  proofs  before  letter,  $4 
for  India  proofs  after  letter,  and  93  for  prints.  The  great  cheapness  of 
the  engraving  is  owing  to  a  new  process  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  A., 
by  means  of  which  he  is  enabled  to  make  perfect  facsimiles  of  any  line 
engraving.  This  process  is,  of  course,  kept  secret ;  but  is  not  the  less 
interesting  and  important,  as  enabling  the  most  costly  engravings  to  be 
furnished  at  a  comparatively  low  price.  We  presume  that  our  brethren 
will  be  gild  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  obtain  so  valuable 
and  strictly  professional  a  production. 

Transactions  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  at  their  Twenty- 
Fourth  Annual  Session,  convened  at  Nashville,  May  4,  1853. 
Nashville,  1853.  pp.  79. 

The  greater  pnrt  of  this  pamphlet  is  made  up  of  the  annual  address 
by  the  President  of  the  Society.  Dr.  John  M.  Watsun,  in  which  his  sub- 
ject, the  retrospective,  perspective,  and  prospective  views  of  medicine,  is 
ably  handled,  and  a  valuable  report  on  tlu  adulteration  of  medicines, 
chemicals,  drugs,  dc,  by  Richard  O.  Currey,  M.  D..of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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The  other  pBpen  coosiBt  of  a  caee  of  cerebral  disease,  by  Dr.  M.  Ran- 
8001 ;  ao  operation  for  fistula  in  ano,  with  a  description  of  some  new 
instruments  for  performing  it  in  some  cases,  ^hich  he  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  members  of  the  Society,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Park ;  a  case  of  false 
aosQiwrn  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Knight ;  and  a  case  of  Fallopian  pregnancy,  bv 
Dr.  Smtih  Bowlin. 
The  Physician*s  Vuiting  List,  Diary,  and  Book  of  EngagemenU  for 

1854.     Philadelphia;  Lindsay  &  Biakiston. 

This  little  annual  has  proved  so  acceptible  to  practitioners  thilt  its 
enterprising  publishers  have  prepared  one  for  the  coming  year.  Those 
who  have  experienced  the  convenience  of  a  book  in  which  so  much  can 
be  systematically  arranged  within  so  small  a  compass,  will  doubtless 
wish  for  it  in  future ;  and  to  those  who  have  never  used  it,  we  can  safely 
recommend  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  Some  new 
*'  signs  **  are  added  to  the  table,  and  alterations  made  in  two  or  three  of 
the  old  ones. 

The  Half-yearly  Abstract  of  Medical  Sciences :  being  a  practical  and 
analytical  digest  of  the  contents  of  the  principal  British  American, 
and  Continental  Medical  Works  published  durrag  the  preceding  six 
months,  &c.,  &;c.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  and  C.  B.  Radcliffe,  M.  D.,  Licentiate 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  No.  17,  January  to 
June,  1853.    Philedelphia :  Lindsay  <&  Blakiston,  1853,  pp.  315. 

This  valuable  periodical  reached  us  some  time  ago,  with  its  usual 
pmctnality,  and  is  too  well  appreciated  by  the  profession  to  need  recom- 
mendation at  our  bands.  It  maintains  its  reputation  as  a  faithful  record 
of  what  is  new  and  useful  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  makes  a  valua- 
ble addition  to  the  library  of  the  practitioner. 
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Crrr- — College  cf  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (Crosby  street). — The  annual 
laion  of  this  institution  was  commeneea  on  the  17th  ult  by  an  introductory 
leetnte  by  F^rof.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  on  the  American  character,  as  influenced  by 
the  physical  geography  and  government  of  the  United  States  and  by  immi- 

gtStlOB. 

University  Medical  Collie  (Fourteenth  St).— Prof.  J.  W.  Draper  opened 
tb%  aeeaion  of  this  school  on  the  17th  ult,  with  an  address,  embracing  an  Ap- 
peal  to  the  State  of  New  York  to  legalize  the  dissection  of  the  dead,  m  which 
vreie  drawn  in  vivid  colors  the  inconsistency  as  well  as  the  injustice  of  the  pres- 
ent restrictions  upon  the  only  proper  mode  of  procuring  the  necessary  means 
^MTaffordingthepractitioner  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  the  knowledge  so  in- 
dispensable to  his  success  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

New  York  Medical  College  (Thirteenth  St).— The  introductory  lecture  to 
the  annual  course  at  this  College  was  given  by  Prof.  Carnochan,  on  the  19th 
6 


t 


70  Dcmestio  Intelligence.  [Nov., 

nit,  on  the  Object  of  Medicine,  Medical  Specialities,  dtc  An  illostrated  In- 
troductory  to  the  Chemical  course  was  given  by  Prof.  Doremns,  and  an  Intro* 
ductory  to  the  course  of  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by  Prof.  £.  H.  Parker, 
recently  called  to  that  chair. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  HaspUal. — ^It  will  be  seen  by  oar  advertising  colomns 
that  Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  this  Charity,  commenees 
his  third  annual  course  of  lectures  on  the  Anatomy,  Physioloffy,  and  Pathology 
of  the  Eye,  at  the  Hospital,  Na  6  Stnyvesant  Place,  on  Wednesday,  9th  inat, 
at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Students  of  medicine  and  members  of  the  profession  are 
invited  to  attend. 

Dr,  Mar$haU  HaU, — The  profession  in  our  city  has  recently  been  highly 
gratified  by  two  lectures  from  this  distinguished  physician,  in  which  he  pre- 
sented some  of  the  most  important  of  the  great  discoveries  in  the  nervous  sys- 
tem with  which  his  name  has  been  so  long  associated,  illustrated  by  experi- 
ments showing  their  foundation  in  nature. 

Dr.  Kelly  has  retired  from  the  position  he  has  so  long  held  and  so  honora- 
bly filled  as  head  of  the  Penitentianr  Hospital  at  Black  well's  Island,  to  engage 
in  private  practice  in  the  city. 

Albany  Hospital. — A  large  building  has  been  purchased  for  a  permanent 
hospital  in  Albany,  which  wul  soon  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients. 
Nearly  60,000  dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  citizens,  and  efibrts  are  being 
made  to  add  to  the  amount  The  location  is  said  to  be  central  and  airy,  and 
the  internal  arrangements  very  good.  Dr.  Armsby  has  recently  delivered  an 
address  in  that  city  on  the  hospitals  of  this  country,  dving  a  sketch  of  the  hia- 
tory,  statistics,  &c.,  of  the  hospitals  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston. 

Geneva  Medical  College, — We  understand  that  this  mstitution  has  ceaaed 
to  exist 

Savannah  Medical  College,— T^  institution  goes  into  operation  on  the 
first  Monday  of  this  month.  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold  will  lecture  on  the  Theory  and 
Practfoe  of  Medicine ;  Dr.  P.  M.  Kollock,  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children ;  Dr.  W.  G.  Bullock,  on  the  Principlea  and  Practice  of 
Surgery;  Dr.  C.  W.  West, on  Medical  Chemistry;  Dr.  H.  L.  Byrd,on  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics;  Dr.  E.  H.  Martin,  on  Physiology;  Dr.  J.  G.  How- 
ard, on  Anatomy ;  Dr.  J  B.  Read,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  on  Pathological 
Anatomy. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Patterson  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics in  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College,  in  eonaequenee 
of  enfeebled  health,  and  has  been  appoiated  Emeritus  Professor. 

Dr.  John  B.  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  formerly  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics  in  Fnnklin  Medical  College,  and  lecturer  on  the  aame  branch- 
es in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Institute,  and  now  one  of  the  Editors  of  the 
Medical  Examiner^  has  been  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigiiA- 
tion  of  Dr.  Patterson. 

People^s  Medical  Oazette. — ^Two  numbers  of  a  Journal  under  this  title, 
edited  by  John  Davis,  M.  D.,  and  published  monthly  at  Abbeville,  C.  H.,  South 
Carolina,  have  been  received.  It  is  intended  more  particularly  for  the  **  people," 
as  its  titie  indicates,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  successful  in  diffusing  useful 
information  among  them,  and  leading  them  better  to  appreciate  the  value  to 
the  community  of  a  well-educated  m^cal  profession. 

Georgia  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — Dr.  George  F.  Cooper  proposes 
to  publish,  in  Savannah,  a  Journal  under  this  titie,  to  be  issued  monthly,  each 
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No.  to  contain  64  pages,  at  93  a  year.    The  first  No.  to  be  published  as  soon 
as  two  hundred  subscribers  shall  have  been  procured. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  was  recently  presented  with  a  valu- 
able lever  watch,  by  the  fellows  of  the  Franklin  District  Medical  Society  of 
that  State,  on  the  occasion  of  his  resignation  as  President  of  the  Society,  con- 
sequent upon  his  proposed  removal  to  the  West  Dr.  W.  gave  a  highly  inter- 
esting account  of  his  professional  career,  a  copy  of  which  was  solicited  for  the 
Archives  of  the  Society. 


f^aria. 


Domestic.  Iauus  hominis. — A  very  prevalent  disease,  eveiy  day  more 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  streets  of  New  York,  is  Hair  Lip, — It  is  not 
congenital,  but  appears  in  the  adult  generally  previous  to  the  age  of  diseretum^ 
and  is  supposed  to  arise  from  a  certSn  malformation  of  the  viscera  of  the  cra- 
nium, vulgarly  termed  hairhratTied. — It  is  evidently  imported,  as  its  entire 
absence,  either  congenital ly  or  accidentally,  is  a  remarkable  characteristic  of 
the  aborigines  of  this  continent ;  and  it  is  also  infectious,  for  which  reason 
some  sanatory  regulation  should  be  adopted  by  the  head  of  our  corporation  to 
prevent  its  growth^  which  is  at  present  so  rapid  as  to  threaten  to  d^ace  the 
whole  rising  generation.  It  is  suggested  for  this  purpose  that  each  person,  on 
being  first  taken  down  with  the  disease,  should  be  well  scraped  under  the 
nose;  ringing  that  organ  might  be  useful  as  a  prophylactic.  The  best  remedy 
hitherto  used  is  said  to  be  iron  combined  with  soap ;  but  this  is  only  palliative, 
and  requires  to  be  repeated  at  short  intervals  during  the  life  of  the  individual, 
as  the  disease  will  retam  if  neglected.  It  is  rarely  observed  in  females, 
though  it  is  most  common  amongst  those  who  cultivate  their  society.  It  is  in 
some  instances,  indeed,  the  principal  means  by  which  the  sex  can  be  ascer- 
tained— since  women  have  become  so  inexpressibly  masculine  in  their  costume 
and  manners.  The  origin  of  the  malady  is  very  remote— but  we  have  a  fevnt 
recollection  of  its  being  attributed  by  some  historian  of  the  middling  ages — 
perhaps  Died  rich  Knickerbocker — to  one  Herr  Von  Liphandsofi^  an  escaped 
convict,  who  having  been  branded  on  the  lip,  inflicted  on  himself  this  defor- 
mity to  prevent  discovery. 

The  Rochester  Democrat  of  the  24.  ult,  announces  the  death  of  the  **  Sleep- 
ing Man,"  Cornelius  Vroom an,  who  **  died  at  his  brother's  residence,  m 
Clarkson,  on  Monday  the  17th  inst.  While  on  exhibition  in  New  York,  he  was 
taken  siek,  which  seemed  to  induce  a  wakeful  state  for  a  short  period,  and  then 
a  stupid  condition,  with  intervals  of  wakefulness,  until  he  was  brought  home 
on  the  14th.  He  talked  but  very  little,  inquiring  after  his  mother,  who  had 
beon  dead  two  years,  and  his  father  and  brothers,  whom  he  seemed  partially 
to  recognize.  He  complained  of  great  internal  heat,  and  soreness  of  his  throat 
and  stomach.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  death  he  called  for  food,  and 
ate  a  hearty  meal,  and  from  that  time  he  seemed  to  be  in  pain  until  2  o'clock 
P.  M.,  when  he  died  without  a  struggle.    His  age  was  some  34  years." 

Weeldy  Mortaliiy.  Citt. — For  the  week  ending  Oct  1st,  390:  consump- 
tion, 66 ;  apoplexy,  6 ;  pneumonia,  7 ;  scarlet  fever,  1 ;  small  poz,  7 ;  croup,  6 ; 
diarrhaa,  16;  dysentery,  32 ;  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  6;  cholera  morbus, 
4 ;  cholera  infantum,  19;  convulsions,  30 ;  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid"), 
13.  For  the  week  ending  October  8th,  428;  consumption,  67;  apoplexy,  3 ; 
pnenmooia,  8 ;  scarlet  fever,  1 ;  small  pox,  17;  croup,  16;  diarrhea,  8;  dy- 
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sentery,  26 ;  inflammatioii  of  bowels,  7 ;  cholera,  1 ;  cholera  morbus,  3;  cholera 
infiuatum,  16;  coovnlsions,  34 ;  typhns  fever  (inelading  ** typhoid"),  7.  For 
the  week  ending  Oct.  16th,  413 :  consnmptioo,  46;  apoplexy,  6;  pneumonia, 
18 ;  searlet  fever,  9 ;  small  pox,  11 ;  croup,  19;  diarrhea,  16 ;  dysentery,  S6 ; 
inflammation  of  bowels,  18 ;  cholera  morbus,  2 ;  cholera  in£uitam,  6 ;  coutuI- 
8ions,31;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid '0,  13.  For  the  week  eadamg 
Oct  22nd,  488 :  consumption,  73 ;  apoplexy,  3;  pneumonia,  14;  searlet  fever, 
8 ;  small  pox,  1 1 ;  varioloid,  1 ;  croup,  18 ;  diarrbaea,  7  ;  dysentery,  38 ;  inflam« 
mation  of  bowels,  12;  cholera  infantum,  4;  convulsions,  38;  typhus  fever 
(including  "typhoid"),  16. 

Brooklyn. — ^For  the  week  ending  Oct.  Ist,  68:  adults,  31;  children,  37. 
For  the  week  ending  October  8th,  72 :  adults,  30 ;  children,  42.  For  the  week 
ending  Oct  16th,  73  :  adults,  28 ;  children,  46.  For  the  week  ending  October 
22Bd,76;  adults,  36;  children,  41. 

FoHEioR. — ChoUrtL — ^This  disease  still  continues  its  nvi^s  in  the  North 
of  Europe,  Sweden,  Russia,  and  especially  Denmark,  have  suffered  from  it.  On 
the  29th  of  July  there  had  been  4,769  cases  and  2,608  deaths  from  the  firat  com- 
mencement  of  the  epidemic.  On  the  28th,  there  were  346  new  cases  and  184 
deaths.  Nine  physicians  had  already  fallen  victims  to  it.  It  is  also  raging 
with  mat  violence  in  some  parts  of  Russia.  It  is  also  prevalent  in  some  parts 
of  India.  It  had  reached  Liverpool,  according  to  latest  accounts,  and  has  also 
proved  very  fatal  on  board  of  emigrant  ships  which  have  arrived  at  this  port 

Smallpox  at  Sandwich  Islands. — Small  pox  continued  to  prevail  exten* 
sively  on  the  Island  of  Oahu  at  the  latest  dates  from  there.  The  ComBDia- 
sioners  of  Public  Health,  in  Honolulu,  report  4,496  cases  and  1,626  deaths  up 
to  the  26th  of  August,  from  all  parts  of  Oahu  and  the  other  islands,  nearly  the 
whole  having  occurred  at  Oahu.  There  are  comparatively  few  cases  in  Hono- 
lulu. At  Kawaihae,  there  have  been  23  deaths  by  this  diseit8e,out  of  a  popn- 
laUon  of  about  60. 

Vaccination  seems  to  afford  but  feeble  protection  to  this  enervated  race 
from  its  ravages.  About  seven-eighths  of  those  attacked  had  been  vaccinated. 
The  whole  number  vaccinated  who  were  taken  sick,  was  476 ;  whole  number 
cured,  209. 

The  Medal  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  of  London,  has  recently  been  awarded 
to  Mr.  Tovnbee,  F.  R.  S.,  Aural  Surgeon  to  St  Mary's  Hospital,  for  his  inven- 
tion of  **  the  artificial  membrana  tympani  in  cases  of  deafness  dependent  upon 
perforation  or  destruction  of  the  natural  orffan." 

The  honor  of  Knighthood  has  been  conferred  on  Dr.  John  Forbes,  Phpio- 
ian  Extraordinaiy  to  Her  Majesty's  Household,  and  on  Dr.  James  L.  Bardsley, 
consulting  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 

The  Aztecs. — ^Tbese  curious  specimens  of  humanity  have  been  exhibited  in 
London  during  the  past  summer,  and  have  excited  great  interest  Mr.  Owen 
considera  them  as  more  probably  the  dwarfish  offspring  of  a  cross  between  the 
Spanish  inhabitants  of  Mexico  and  a  mongrel  breed,  containing  a  edight  admix- 
ture of  Indian  blood. 

OBITIIART  NOTICES. 

Died,  at  Cromwell,  Conn.,  Sept  29th,  Dr.  Richard  Wjjuieb,  aged  58 
years.  President  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society. 

Died,  in  this  city,  Oct  3th,  after  a  very  short  illness,  Dr.  Jambs  T&emob. 

Died,  Oct  16th,  at  Camptown,  N.  J.,  Dr.  Benjamih  Mabsball,  of  this  city » 
aged  47  yean. 

Died,  at  his  residence,  near  LouisvUle,  Ky.,  on  the  22d  ult,  Dr.  W.  C.  Gaui-t, 
the  oldest  physician  in  that  State. 
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BetrogrtMsion  of  Cancer. — By  Thomas  M.  Mabkok,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to 
the  New  York  Hospital, 

Thx  complete  resolution  of  a  cancerous  tumor,  and  the  return  of  the 
part  affected  to  entire  physical  soundness,  has  not  yet  been  known  to 
occur.  This  fact,  however,  is  rendered  somewhat  less  discouraging 
when  we  consider,  that  a  tendency  towards  a  favorable  result  has  been 
observed  by  many  high  authorities.  Not  to  allude  to  the  numerous 
instances  in  which  an  arrest  of  development  has  taken  place  in  tumors 
evidently  cancerous,  in  which  the  disease  has  remained  stationary  for  an 
indefinite  number  of  years^  there  are  now  on  record  several  cases  in 
which,  after  cancerous  tumors  had  reached  a  certain  point,  they  have 
begun  to  diminish  in  size,  the  pain  and  other  symptoms  have  ceased, 
and  the  affected  part  has  shriveled  down  so  as  to  present  only  the 
traces  of  previous  disease.  Cruveilhier  gives  an  account  of  two  cases 
of  cancerous  mammae  in  which  the  above  history  was  observed,  the 
disappearance  of  the  diseased  action  in  the  breasts  being  followed  by 
developments  of  cancerous  disease  in  other  situations.  Dr.  Bennet,  of 
Edinburgh,  recognizes  the  possibility  of  the  same  occurrence  in  the 
history  of  cancer.  His  cases  are  particularly  interesting,  from  the  fact 
that  the  microscopical  investigation  of  the  portions  which  had  become 
obsolete,  seem  to  show  very  clearly  the  mode  in  which  the  cell  structure 
breaks  up  and  loses  its  peculiar  character  as  the  disease  subsides.  His 
cases,  however,  want  one  element  of  value,  in  that  they  present  only 
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the  microscopical  appearances  of  the  parts,  without  any  corroborative 
evidence  from  the  previous  oistory  of  the  case.  Dr.  Walsbe  speaks  of 
similar  cases,  and  alludes  in  particular  to  one  of  those  recorded  by 
Cmveilhier.  Lebert,  though  he  acknowledges  that  atrophy  is  occasionally 
obaerved  in  cancerous  tumors,  does  not  draw  thence  any  encouragement 
as  to  the  curability  of  the  disease ;  for,  as  he  justly  remarks,  every  case 
of  aUqpphy  has  been  followed  or  accompanied  by  the  appearance  of  the 
disease  in  other  parts,  by  which  the  patient  was  finally  destroyed,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  nature  of  the  disease  elucidated.  Still,  I  cannot 
help  regarding  the  establishment  of  the  fact  that  cancerous  tumors  may 
retrograde  and  become  obsolete,  as  of  great  interest  and  importance ; 
and  though  I  would  not  thence  deduce  the  curability  of  cancer,  I  would 
derive  a  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  that  decision  which  pronounces 
that,  in  any  case  where  a  tumor  is  resolved  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
disease  is  thereby  proved  not  to  have  been  cancerous.  To  the  few 
cases  on  record,  of  the  retrogression  of  tumors  which  were  evidently 
cancerous,  I  wish  to  add  the  following,  the  nvestigation  of  which  has 
been  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  me  : — 

Mrs.  B.,  let  61,  born  in  England,  consulted  me  in  the  fall  of 
1851,  about  some  symptoms  of  gastric  derangement  from  which  she 
had  been  suflfering  for  several  months.  In  sifting  the  history  of  her 
case,  she  gave  me  the  following  account  of  her  early  symptoms.  About 
the  year  1845,  she  discovered  a  slightly  discolored  spot  on  one  of  her 
breasts,  near  the  nipple,  which  soon  assumed  the  feel  and  form  of  a 
tumor,  and  at  length  grew  to  occupy  a  large  part  of  the  mamma.  Soon 
afier  its  appearance  in  the  first,  a  similar  tumor  was  discovered  in  the 
other  breast,  wrhich  went  through  a  similar  course,  without  inflammation, 
without  redness,  and,  during  the  early  periods,  without  much  pain.  At 
a  later  period,  a  great  deal  of  pain  was  felt,  though  the  breasts  were 
hard  and  insensible  on  being  handled.  After  attaining  about  the  size 
of  the  fist,  the  increase  was  very  slow ;  and,  about  four  years  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  disease,  she  came  to  this  country.  Her  general 
health  at  this  time  was  not  impaired,  and  for  a  year  or  more  after  her 
arrival,  very  little  change  took  place  in  the  size  of  the  tumors.  She 
then  used  a  nostrum  m  the  form  of  an  external  application  to  the  breasts, 
with  the  apparent  effect  of  very  much  improving  their  condition.  Its 
use  was  continued  during  several  months,  the  tumors  diminishing  in 
volume,  the  skin  over  them  becoming  shriveled  and  of  a  homy  consist- 
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ence,  80  that  the  nipple  had  the  appearance  of  a  diy,  hard,  warty  excres- 
ceQce.     They  also  became  much  less  painful^  and  the  substance  of  the 
breast  seemed  to  have  been  flattened  down  against  the  ribs.    They  had 
a  tough,  firm  fee],  with  indurated  ridges   passing  from  it.     At  this 
period  she  came  under  my  care,  not,  however,  on  account  of  her  diseased 
mammae ;  for  these  she  considered  in  a  fair  way  of  being  cured,  and  in 
fact  they  gave  her  no  present  inconvenience.     She  complained  princi- 
pally of  vague,  irregular  pains  in  the  epigastrium  and  hypochondria,  with 
some  signs  of  labored  digestion,  and,  in  particular,  a  great  deal  of  flatu- 
lence.    The  uncertainty  of  the  seat  and  character  of  the  .pains,  and  the 
absence  of  corresponding  signs  of  functional  derangement,  aroused  the 
suspicion  of  abdominal  cancer.    No  tumor  or  induration  could  be  dis- 
covered.    The  symptoms  increased,  uninfluenced  by  regimen,  diet,  or 
remedies ;  and,  after  a  few  weeks,  peritoneal  dropsy  commenced,  and 
made  rapid  progress.    Remedies,  among  which  was  mercury  carried  to 
salivation,  only  temporarily  relieved  the  accumulation.     It  finally  be- 
came necessary  to  draw  off  the  fluid,  and  twenty-one  quarts  were  removed. 
Some  threatening  symptoms  of  peritonitis  came  on  after  the  tapping,  but 
happily  were  soon  dissipated.     The  fluid  re-accumulated,  and  in  five  or 
six  weeks  it  became  necessary  to  tap  again.     Twenty-two  quarts  were 
obtained,  no  unpleasant  symptoms  following.     The  tapping  was  repeated 
at  intervals  of  from  six  to  eight  weeks,  nine  times  previous  to  her  death, 
the  quantity  of  fluid  increasing  each  time,  until,  at  the  eighth  operation, 
thirty -five  quarts  were  drawn  off.   After  each  operation,  while  the  abdomi- 
nal walls  were  completely  relaxed,  a  careful  examination  of  the  viscera  was 
made,  without  disco veriog  any  tumor  or  alteration  in  the  physical  con- 
diUon  of  any  of  the  viscera  until  after  the  eighth  tapping.     It  was  then 
noticed  that  the  coils  of  small  intestines  felt  unusually  distinct  and  firm, 
so  much  so  that  they  seemed  more  like  rolls  of  sausages  than  like  hol- 
low tubes.    Thb,  at  the  time,  whs  explained  by  supposing  that  the  coats 
of  the  intestines  were  thickened  by  infiltration  of  serum.     During  the 
latt^  months  of  her  life,  she  suffered  very  much  from  pain  and  distress 
ID  the  upper  regions  of  the  abdomen,  which  increased  with  the  disten- 
tioD,  and  was  partly  relieved  by  tapping.     The  appetite  had  been  very 
irregular  during  all  her  sickness  ;  but  after  the  eighth  tapping  she  was 
attacked  with  vomiting,  or  rather  with  rejection  of  iooA^  so  constant 
that  she  failed  rapidly  from  inanition.     She  died,  a  few  days  after  the 
ninth  tapping,  about  the  end  of  February,  1853. 
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Postmortem  examination, — ^Three  or  four  quarts  of  thin,  transpareat 
serum  were  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  whole  peritoneal  sur- 
face, visceral  and  parietal,  was  studded  with  tuberculous-looking  masses, 
flattened  and  rounded,  closely  set  together,  varying  from  the  size  of  a 
pin's  head  to  that  of  a  pea ;  and  scattered  here  and  there  upon  the  sur- 
face, were  thin,  transparent  vesicles,  containing  clear  serum,  of  a  siie 
varying  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  walnut.  Around  these  little 
masses,  were  seen  small  zones  of  delicate  vascularity,  which,  when  con- 
trasted with  the  pale,  yellowish -pearl  color  of  the  tumors,  presented  an 
exceedingly  beautiful  appearance.  The  various  surfaces  were  here  and 
there  agglutinated  by  bands  and  layers  of  organized  lymph.  This,  how- 
ever, was  in  a  very  small  proportion,  the  general  sur&ce  of  the  periton- 
eum having  its  usual  shining,  smooth  appearance,  where  it  was  not 
covered  by  the  tumors.  The  principal  seat  of  the  deposit  was  the  sur- 
face of  the  small  intestines,  the  anterior  parietes  showing  least  of  it.  The 
substance  of  the  liver  was  healthy  ;  but  on  tracing  the  portal  vein,  it 
was  found  compressed  by  the  deposit  of  new  matter  between  the  mem- 
branes in  which  it  is  enclosed,  as  it  runs  from  the  mesentery  towards  the 
liver.  The  vein  itself  was  healthy,  but  the  deposit  in  the  sheath  was 
sufficient,  by  compression,  materially  to  diminish  its  calibre ;  a  circum- 
stance which  very  satisfactorily  expluned  the  dropsical  tendency.  All 
the  coils  of  intestines  were  moulded  out,  and  stood  in  relief,  as  if  their 
cavity  had  been  distended  by  some  solid  injection.  This  was  found  to 
depend  on  the  thickening  of  the  coats,  which  were  infiltrated  apparently 
by  the  same  deposit  as  that  around  the  portal  vein.  This  thickening  of 
the  coats  was  most  marked  in  the  rectum,  and  was  here  so  great,  that 
the  intestine,  when  felt  between  the  fingers,  seemed  a  solid  cord.  The 
mucous  membrane,  throughout,  presented  no  remarkable  appearance. 

The  tubercle-like  masses  above  described,  were  particularly  abundant 
on  the  pelvic  region  of  the  peritoneum.  The  surface  of  the  uterus  and 
ovaria'  were  very  thickly  studded  with  them,  and  the  ovaria  presented 
an  unusual  number  of  the  serous  cysts.  One  fallopian  tube  had  >  been 
caught  over  one  of  the  cysts,  and  in  its  growth  had  become  stretched 
out  in  a  broad  layer  over  it.  The  substance  of  the  ovaria  was  knobbed 
and  irregular,  from  the  same  deposit  above  described  ;  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  ovaria,  the  portal  sheath,  and  the  coats  of  the  intestines, 
the  foreign  matter  was  not  found  in  the  substance  of  any  of  the  ab- 
dominal organs.  The  lungs  presented  one  small  tubercle,  of  probably 
the  same  nature.    Another,  as  large  as  half  a  pea,  existed  in  the  wall 
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of  the  right  auricle.    No  true  tubercles  were  found.    Braia  not  ex* 
amined. 

It  should  hare  been  mentioned  that,  for  some  months  before  death, 
small  suboutaneous  tumors,  hard  and  insensible,  had  been  growing  over 
the  shoulders  and  back.  These,  on  section,  seemed  to  be  of  the  same 
structure  and  appearance  as  the  deposits  within  the  abdomen. 

On  section  of  the  mamma,  the  knife  passed  through  a  very  dry,  dense, 
whitish-yellow  tissue,  which  gave  the  appearance  of  condensed  fibrous 
tissue,  and  creaked  under  the  scalpel.  This  substance  spread,  in  a  layer 
about  one-third  of  an  inch  thick,  over  the  space  occupied  by  the  mam- 
mary gland  ;  and  to  it  the  shriveled,  horny  nipple  was  attached.  No 
trace  could  be  perceived  of  the  normal  structure  of  the  gland.  On  ma- 
ceration of  the  specimen  in  dilute  alcohol,  the  horny  substance  of  ^the 
nipple  and  of  the  surface  of  the  breast  swelled  out  into  a  soft,  white, ' 
friable,  flaky  detritus,  showing  its  epithelial  character. 

Dr.  Alonzo  Clark  had  the  kindness  to  make  for  me  a  very  through 
and  careful  examination  of  the  specimens  under  the  microscope.  He 
considered  the  peritoneal  tumors  as  cancerous:  the  other  portions,  though 
probably  of  the  same  nature,  not  giving  distinct  evidence  of  their  can- 
cerous character.  He  found  that  the  peritoneal  tumors  were  **  mainly 
composed  of  a  fibrous  structure,  the  fibres  being  of  the  firm,  silky 
yariety.  These  fibres  at  points  separated,  leaving  meshes,  which  were 
filled  with  cells.  In  some  of  these  meshes  there  was  but  one  cell,  in 
others  several.  They  varied  m  size,  from  the  I  2000  to  the  l-lOO  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  There  were  floating  free,  in  the  fluid  in  which  the 
specioien  was  moistened,  a  few  mother  cells ;  i.e.,  cells  of  more  than 
the  usual  size,  and  containing  other  cells.  2nd. — ^The  structure  was  in 
part  made  up  of  cells  of  about  the  size  of  blood  corpuscles,  some  of 
them  granular  in  whole  or  in  part.  A  number  of  these  cells  were  oval, 
having  one  diameter  from  one  half  more  to  twice  the  length  of  the  other. 
There  were  other  oval  cells  with  clear  nuclei.  Some  of  each  of  these 
two. kinds  of  cells  were  found  to  be  elongated  into  fibres,  at  one  or  both 
extremities.  Srd. — Cells  of  a  much  larger  size,  and  most  of  them 
g^nular  or  nucleated,  their  diameter  being  three  times  that  of  the  round 
ones  just  referred  to.  4th. — ^There  were  a  few  caudate  cells.  All  these 
cells  contained  fat.  The  mammae  presented  no  satisfactory  evidence  of 
cancer.  There  was  some  of  the  white  fibrous  tissue,  and  yellow,  elastic, 
round  fibres  in  considerable  abundance,  that  did  not  exist  in  the  peri- 
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toneal  specimen,  and  several  cells  of  about  the  diameter  of  the  1-800  of 
an  inch,  some  of  them  appearing  as  if  thej  were  about  to  decaj, 
others  having  a  recent,  fresh  look.  On  examining  the  thickened  rectum, 
there  was  scarcely  any  trace  of  proper  muscular  structure  remaining. 
The  muscular  tissue  was  apparently  replaced  by — 1st.  An  increased 
amount  of  fibrous  tissue ;  2nd.,  An  almost  countless  number  of  small 
cysts.  These  were  found  in  different  parts  of  the  intestines,  and  pre- 
sented various  appearances.  In  the  rectum,  they  were  mostly  rounded, 
and  so  placed  with  reference  to  the  fibres,  that  the  fibres  parte  ^  sur- 
rounded them,  united  again,  and  continued  on.  Sometimes  three  of  these 
cells  were  lying  in  apposition,  and  at  other  times  they  were  isolated- 
The  cells  were  all  filled  with  very  minute,  uniform-sised  granules. 
In  the  small  intestines,  the  cells  were  almost  all  elongated,  and  much 
smaller  in  size.  The  mammae  presented  no  trace  of  the  gland  structure. 
The  small  granular  cysts  in  the  muscular  substance  of  the  rectum,  have 
not,  as  fiir  as  I  am  aware,  been  described  by  any  observer." 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society,  at  which  the  above 
case  was  related,  my  friend,  Dr.  T.  F.  Rochester,  mentioned  to  me  a 
case  which  had  recently  occurred  to  him,  in  which  a  partial  resolution 
of  a  cancerous  tumor  occurred,  under  somewhat  similar  circumstances. 
A  few  days  after,  he  sent  me  the  following  account  of  the  case. 

*' A  maiden  lady,  46  years  of  age — March  24th,  1858 — came  under 
my  care  in  February,  1 852.  She  had,  unquestionably,  cancer  of  the 
left  breast,  involving  the  glands  of  the  axilla  of  the  same  side.  She 
died  on  the  19th  iost.  The  cancerous  breast  had  ulcerated  four  or  five 
months  before  I  saw  it,  and  from  the  raw  surfaces,  or  rather  surface 
( for  it  was  continuous,  and  extended  over  a  space  of  at  least  three 
inches  in  diameter),  there  was  a  constant,  profuse  and  offendve  discharge. 
Sloughing  and  severe  hemorrhages  were  frequent.  The  gland,  however, 
did  not  diminish,  but  steadily  enlarged,  the  sloughing  carrying  off  only 
portions  of  the  exuberant  growth,  and  less  rapidly  than  it  was  formed. 
That  portion  of  the  gland  which  was  covered  by  unbroken  skin  was  of 
stony  hardness,  as  were  also  several  small  tumors  situated  in  the  skin  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  gland.  The  T\^\i\.  mamma  was  unaffected.  About 
two  months  before  the  patient's  death,  symptoms  of  cancer  of  the  stom- 
ach or  oesophagus,  or  both,  declared  themselves,  and  were  soon  fully  de- 
veloped. As  they  progressed,  the  sloughing,  the  discharge,  and  the 
hemorrhages  from  the  breast  diminished,  and  the  size  of  the  breast 
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^tself  became  very  sensibly  less.  The  discharge  ceased  entirely,  during 
the  last  week  of  the  patient's  life ;  and  at  the  time  of  her  death,  the 
diseased  gland  was  at  least  two  thirds  smaller  than  it  was  three  months 
before.  As  this  diminution  did  not  depend  upon  ulceration  or  slough- 
ing, and  as  all  the  symptoms  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  save  one,  were 
present,  I  think  it  fair  to  infer  that  the  disease  invaded  the  stomach 
itself ;  but  whether  that  was  by  extension  or  transfer,  I  could  not  ascer* 
tain,  as  an  autopsy  was  not  permitted.  The  symptom  wanting  was,  the 
absence  of  any  tumor  or  hardness  in  the  epigastric  region.  My  reason 
for  supposing  the  oesophagus  involved,  arose  from  the  extreme  difficulty 
the  patient  experienced  in  swallowing.  After  a  time  she  could  only 
take  liquids,  and  those  in  very  small  quantities.  If  she  attempted  a 
tablespoonful  at  once,  two  thirds  of  it  were  returned  by  regurgitation." 
It  must  be  confessed  that,  although  in  this  case  it  is  extremely  prob- 
able the  gastric  symptoms  were  produced  by  the  invasion  of  the  organs 
by  cancerous  disease,  yet  the  fact  is  not  clearly  proved  by  the  evi 
dence.  This,  however,  is  of  secondary  moment  in  the  present  investi- 
gation, the  point  to  be  established  being  the  possibility  of  a  resolution  of 
a  cancerous  tumor,  be  that  resolution  produced  as  it  may.  In  con- 
clusion, I  would  allude  to  another  series  of  facts  bearing  on  the  point  on 
question,  vix.,  the  disappearance  and  apparent  cure  of  malignant  tumors 
which  has  occasionally  been  noticed  after  the  main  artery  leading  to 
them  has  been  obliterated  by  ligature.  This  has  now  been  noticed  so 
frequently  as  to  settle  the  point  that  the  local  cancerous  action  may 
retrograde,  whatever  the  ultimate  result  may  be. 


Ckae  of  Horn  on   ike  Glana  Penis.     By   P.   A.   Jkwstt,  M.  D., 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

O.  P.  H — '■ — d,  aged  about  22  years,  was  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
at  New  Haven,  August  2nd,  1846.  He  was  suffering  from  phymosis, 
which  had  existed  from  childhood.  A  few  days  after  his  admission,  the 
usual  operation,  for  the  relief  of  the  difficulty,  was  performed.  The 
wound  healed  well,  and  he  was  discharged, "  cur^J,"  On  the  I3th  of 
November,  1846,  he  again  applied  for  admission  to  the  Hospital.  He  was 
suffering  at  this  time  from  extensive  warty  excrescences,  growing  from 
the  cicatrix  caused  by  the  operation  for  phymosis.  These  were 
treated,  for  several  weeks,  by  a  variety  of  applications  of  a  caustic 
nature,  and  the  administration  of  active  constitutional  remedies,  on  the 
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Bupposition  that  they  might  be  of  a  syphilitic  origia;  bat  without 
benefit .  All  other  remedies  haying  failed,  the  warts  were  removed  by 
the  knife.  The  wound  healed  well  in  a  few  days,  and  he  was  again 
discharged,  **  cured  "  During  the  summer  of  1848,  as  he  informed  me» 
the  warts  appeared  again,  and  were  removed  at  one  of  the  hospitals  in 
New  York.  The  wound  healed  kindly  as  before,  and  he  was  dischai^^ 
At  the  end  of  some  three  months  from  the  time  of  his  dischar^^e  from 
the  hospital  in  New  York,  he  again  presented  himself  at  the  Hospital 
m  New  Haven.  According  to  his  statement  of  his  case,  a  few  weeks 
after  leaving  the  New  York  Hospital,  he  noticed  a  small,  hard  tumor 
on  the  glans  penis,  unattended  with  pain,  but  subject  to  paroxysms  of 
intense  itching.  The  tumor  continued  gradually  to  increase,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  admission  into  the  Hospital  (December  6th,  1848.)  At  this 
time,  it  presented  all  the  external  appearances  of  a  horn.  It  waa  of  a 
light-brown  color,  lamellated,  could  be  handled  and  cut  without  oc- 
casioning pain,  and  when  burnt,  emitted  ihe  peculiar  odor  of  horn. 
It  measured  three-and-a-quarter  inches  in  length,  and  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  base,  gradually  tapering  to  a  point.  It  was 
situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  glans  penis,  and  not  connected  imme- 
diately with  the  cicatrix.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  amusing  the  inmates 
of  his  ward  by  lighting  the  end  of  the  horn  and  allowing  it  to  bum. 
The  only  inconvenience  he  suffered,  was  from  its  size  and  situation.  At 
his  request,  the  horn  was  removed,  by  a  simple  incision,  including  (he 
base  of  the  horn,  and  a  portion  of  the  glans  penis.  It  is  now  four  years 
since  the  operation,  and  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  disease,  but  the 
organ  remains  perfectly  healthy. 

Horny  excrescences  are  said  by  Rayer,  to  be  more  commonly  developed 
on  the  head,  and  in  those  regions  of  skin  most  plentifully  supplied  with 
sebaceous  follicles.  They  very  frequently  occur  on  parts  that  have  been 
subject  to  chronic  inflammation  ;  and  have  been  known  to  appear  after 
a  bum«  They  may  show  themselves  on  any  part  of  the  body.  Of 
seventy-six  cases  collected  by  Mr.  Villeneuve,  thirty-seven  were  on  fe- 
males, thirty-six  on  uihIcs,  and  three  on  infants.  In  nine  of  these,  the 
horn  was  on  the  forehead,  in  twelve  on  the  thigh.  In  the  other  cases, 
there  were  three  on  the  temple,  five  on  the  nose,  two  on  the  cheek, 
one  on  the  jaw,  four  on  the  chest,  four  on  the  back,  three  on  the  penis 
and  glans,  four  on  the  ischium,  two  on  the  knee,  two  on  the  ham,  one 
on  the  leg,  two  on  the  foot,  and  one  on  the  hand.  They  have  also 
been  seen  on  the  back  of  the  hand  and  on  the  ear. 
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Rajer  abo  says  that  they  have  occasionally  heen  known  to  succeed  a 
▼ariety  of  wart.  The  causes  of  these  productions  are  exceedingly  ob- 
scure; they  appear  most  generally  to  follow  some  chronic  inflammation 
or  irritation  of  the  papillae.  The  form,  color,  consistence,  and  struc- 
tare  of  these  productions,  are  sufficient  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
dry,  hard,  and  pyramidal-shaped  incrustations  which  occasionally  cover 
syphilitic,  scrofulous,  and  cancerous  ulcers. 


Mimination  of  Leetd  hy  Iodide  of  Potassium, — Reported  to  the  Bio- 
logical Society  by  J.  Outram-,  Jun,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  in  tke 
New  York  Preparatory  School  of  Medicine. 

Thk  value  of  iodide  of  potassium,  as  a  therapeutical  agent  in  cases 
of  lead  and  mercurial  poisoning,  is  now  well  known,  many  cases  having 
been  cured  by  this  treatment  alone,  in  our  hospitals.  M.  Melsens  (the 
originator  of  this  treatment)  has  given  several  cases  of  both  lead  and 
mercurial  poisoning,  which  he  had  treated  successfully  by  this  means. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  metal  was  acted  upon  by  the  iodide  of 
potassium  converted  into  a  soluble  salt,  and  eliminated  through  the 
kidneys.  To  prove  this  to  be  the  case,  the  metal  must  of  course  be 
found  in  the  urine.  This  M.  Melsens  did  not  show,  as  he  did  not 
examine  the  urine  chemically. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  urine  of  several 
patients  at  the  City  Hospital,  who  have  been  under  the  above  treatment 
for  lead  disease,  and  the  experiments  have  entirely  corroborated  M. 
Melsens'  theory,  viz.. 

That  the  lead  is  not  eliminated  before  treatment ;  and. 

That  it  is  eliminated  in  the  urine  after  treatment. 

The  following  is  the  process  to  which  I  subjected  the  urine.  I 
evaporated  it  to  dryness,  and  burned  the  residue  until  all  the  organic 
matter  was  driven  off.  This  residue  I  boiled  in  dilute  nitric  acid, 
filtered,  and  then  precipitated  the  lead  by  a  stream  of  sul  phureted 
hydrogen  gas.  Where  the  metal  was  present,  it  was  thrown  down  as  a 
black  sulphuret. 

I  examined  a  number  of  samples  of  urine  before  the  patients  had 
been  put  on  M.  Melsens'  treatment,  and  coald  not  detect  any  trace  of 
metal ;  while  in  those  examined  after  treatment,  the  evidences  of  the 
metal  were  well  marked.  Sometimes,  however,  the  lead  could  not  be 
detected  iint'd  the  patient  had  been  under  treatment  for  some  time.    In 
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most  of  the  cases  in  which  I  detected  the  metal,  the  patients  had  been 
under  treatment  for  at  least  four  days ;  but  in  one  case,  which  I  exam- 
ined every  second  or  third  day,  from  the  time  of  his  admission  into  the 
Hospital,  it  was  about  two  weeks  from  the  time  of  his  being  put  on 
treatment  till  the  time  I  first  detected  the  metal  in  his  urine.  The  dose 
of  iodide  of  potassium  that  was  given  in  those  cases  was  3i  daily,  in 
divided  doses. 

There  was  one  patient  to  whom  iodide  of  potassium  was  given  for 
another  cause,  lead  not  being  suspected  in  his  case.  After  a  few  days, 
the  characteristic  blue  line  appeared  on  the  gums,  and,  in  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  I  detected  lead  in  his  urine. 

The  quantity  of  urine  examined  each  time  was  not  less  than  six 
ounces.  '  have  examined  twelve  cases  from  the  Hospital,  and  three 
or  four  from  private  practice,  and  all  of  them  with  highly  satisfactory 
results. 


^rnmhingH  of  Inrittiei 

I.  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes,    By  Samubl  A.  PuRDr,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Stated  meeting  at  the  University,  Nov.  2,  1853.  President,  Isaac 
Wood,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair.  Forty-four  members  present  in  the  course 
of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Surgery  reported  in  reference  to  the  paper  of 
Dr.  Batchelder,  on  Tracheotomy  in  Croup,  that  it  be  placed  in  the 
archives  of  the  Academy. 

Dr.  Horace  Oreen  made  some  remarks  upon  the  duties  of  the  Sci- 
entific Committees,  that  they  might  be  made  much  more  efficient  by 
reporting  to  the  Academy  subjects  for  discussion. 

Dr.  Green  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Watson,  of 
Glasgow,  who  has  applied  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  a  case  of 
oedema  gloctidis ;  ana  making  inquiry,  whether  a  weaker  solution  would 
not  be  preferable  in  inflammation  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  after  exu- 
dative inflammation. 

He  had  also  received  a  letter  from  Trousseau,  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx  ;  and  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  a  double  canula  which  he  uses  in  tracheotomy. 
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Dr.  Green  also  received  a  letter  from  Professor  Bennett,  of  Edin- 
burgh, asking  for  information  concerning  the  climate  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Dr,  Beadle  offered  the  following  resolution :  Resolved,  That  when 
a  paper  shall  have  been  read  before  the  Academy,  and  approved,  and 
recommended  for  publication  by  the  appropriate  committee,  it  shall  be 
given  the  Committee  on  Publication,  with  direction  to  publish  the  same. 

Dr.  OrUcom  moved  that  the  following  be  added  to  the  resolution  of 
Dr.  Beadle,  viz. : 

And  that  after  supplying  each  Fellow  of  the  Academy  with  one  copy, 
100  copies  be  preserved  for  future  use  of  the  Academy,  and  250  copies 
for  use  of  the  author. 

On  motion,  250  was  stricken  out. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  mover,  and  the  motion,  as 
amended,  was  passed. 

Dr,  Batehelder  asked  permission,  that  the  paper  read  by  him  before 
the  Academy  two  months  since,  be  returned  to  him  with  leave  to  publish 
it  as  having  been  read  before  the  Academy,  or  without  such  leave.  On 
motion  of  Dr.  Bolton,  It  was  resolved  that  Dr.  Batehelder  have  leave 
to  withdraw  the  paper  from  the  Academy. 

Dr,  Gardner  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to  the 
medical  and  instrumental  department  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  and  moved, 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  Visit  the  Palace,  and 
examine  the  articles  referred  to,  and  report  to  the  Academy  upon  the 
subject ;  seconded  and  passed. 

Dr,  S.  C,  Foiter  moved,  that  the  Academy  now  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  fee-hill ;  and,  after  considerable 
discussion,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President  announced  the  following  as  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  viz.,  Drs. 
Gardner,  R.  S.  Eissam,  Garrish,  Van  Kleek,  James  R.  Wood,  Batch- 
elder,  and  I.  Greene. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  a  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society,  held 
in  June,  1863.     By  Geo.  T.  Elliot,  jun.,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Dr,  Metcalfe  presented  a  specimen  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  taken 
from  a  German,  06  years  of  age,  who  had  died  in  Bellevue.  Physical 
exploration  had  thrown  no  light  on  the  case,  nor  had  the  man  ever  com- 
plained of  any  symptoms  which  might  lead  to  a  suspicion  of  aortic 
diseai^e•  On  the  dlst  of  Mny,  he  was  seized  with  hoeraatemesis,  vomit- 
ing two  quarts  of  blood  in  from  six  to  eight  hours,  when  he  died.  All 
the  organs  were  healthy,  the  heart  in  every  way  normal ;  but  an  an- 
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eurism  of  the  aorta  was  discovered,  about  the  sixe  of  a  hen's  egg,  which 
had  produced  absorption  of  the  body  of  the  vertebra  on  which  it  rested. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  then  presented  a  specimen  of  ulceration  of  the  ileoni, 
with  perforation.  The  patient  wns  an  American,  28  years  of  age,  ad- 
mitted into  Bellevue  in  a  moribund  condition.  His  habits  were 
intemperate,  and  he  had  been  ill  several  weeks,  suffering  much  from 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  lately  from  diarrhea.  Although  nearly 
oomatose  on  admission,  he  winced  when  pressure  was  made  over  the 
abdomen.  The  ileum  was  found  to  be  ulcerated  and  perforated.  The 
ulcerations  commenced  about  six  inches  above  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  and 
the  bowels  were  agglutinated  together  in  the  neighborhood.  Perit- 
onitis, indeed,  was  general,  without  suppuration,  and  some  foeculent 
matter  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  ulcers  resembled 
those  met  with  in  dysentery,  their  general  direction  being  transverse. 

JDr,  Swett  thought  that  if  these  ulcers  were  not  the  result  of  tuber- 
culosis, they  were  extremely  interesting.  Dr.  S.  remembered  a  patient 
who  had  slight  diarrhea,  not  considered  in  any  way  dangerous,  when 
suddenly  a  tremendous  haemorrhage  took  place  from  the  bowels,  and 
he  died  in  two  hours,  before  Dr.  Swett  could  reach  the  house.  Post- 
mortem examination  disclosed  several  ulcers  of  the  ileum,  near  its  ter- 
mination, one  of  which  had  perforated  a  vessel  of  considerable  size. 
The  ulcers  were  no  larger  than  peas,  and  had  no  connection  with 
typhoid  fever. 

Dr,  Van  Buren  then  presented  a  cancerous  mammary  K^^nd,  as  well 
as  a  specimen  t^ken  from  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  and  mentioned  the  par- 
ticulars of  another  case,  the  specimen  of  which  had  been  allowed  to 
spoil.  This  iHst  was  a  cancerous  rif^ht  mamma,  from  a  woman  44 
years  of  age.  It  had  been  growing  four  months,  and  had  attained  con- 
siderable size.  The  glands  in  the  axilla  were  also '  enlarged.  The  case 
was  now  doing  well,  the  wound  having  entirely  healed.  The  tumor 
had  grown  rapidly,  portions  having  undergone  marked  softening. 
Under  the  microscope,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  large  cells  of  uniform 
size,  and  also  nuclei  in  process  of  growth.  The  cells  were  deposited 
in  areolae,  formed  of  the  tissue  of  which  the  stroma  of  the  tumor  con- 
sisted. Close  examinrttion  of  some  of  the  superjacent  muscular  fibres, 
showed  the  advance  of  these  nucleated  cells  into  their  interior.  The 
other  mammary  gland  was  from  a  woman  43  years  of  age,  who  had  last 
menstruHted  about  five  months  since.  The  tumor  had  been  growing 
rapidly  since  it  had  first  been  noticed,  some  six  months  ago.  l)r.  Van 
Buren  considered  hinself  justified  in  its  removal.  It  cut  with  the  pe- 
culiar, creaking  sound,  and  on  squeezing  the  section  a  thin,  glue-like, 
colloid  fluid  oozed  out  in  large  quantities.  This  was  examined,  and 
found  structureless.  The  tumor  contained  cells,  resembling  those  in  the 
last  specimen,  which  had  evidently  been  discharged  from  larger  cells. 
The  nuclei  were  large  ;  and  some  contained  nucleoli,  besides  a  black 
material,  supposed  by  Dr.  Van  Buren  to  be  a  pigment  coming  under 
the  head  of  a  melanotic  deposit. 
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The  third  specimen  was  also  cancer,  but  of  a  diflferent  variety,  and 
situated  in  a  different  locality.  The  patient  was  a  childless  married 
woman,  46  years  of  age.  It  was  sitnated  in  front  of  the  ankle,  at  the 
flexare  of  the  joint.  The  surface  was  nodulated.  The  woman  sought 
advice  for  an  ugly-looking  ulcer  on  one  of  the  nodules.  The  tumor 
consisted  of  fibrous  tissue,  arranged  so  as  to  present  a  series  of  nests. 
The  cavity  was  filled  with  cells,  containing  large  nuclei,  and  some  of 
them  nucleoli.  There  were  also  large  mother  cells,  one  of  which  had 
been  seen  discharging  its  conten  ts,  mpture.  having  taken  place.  Dr .  V .  B. 
remarked,  that  there  were  two  points  of  great  interest  in  this  specimen ; 
1st.,  its  situation  ;  2nd  ,  its  period  of  growth— ten  years. 

It  had  been  supposed  that  a  tumor  of  this  duration  could  not  be  can- 
cerous ;  and  yet,  under  the  microscope,  this  displays  unequivocal  can* 
cerous  characteristics. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  on  the  propriety  of  removing  cancerous 
tumors,  the  hope  was  warmly  expressed,  that  microscopical  examinations 
might  become  more  general,  and  their  results  rendered  available  to  the 
profession. 


III.  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Extracts  from  the  Records.    By  C.  F.  Heywood,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

Dr.  Pond  related  the  following  case  : — 

A  young  gentleman  had  complained  for  some  time  of  a  severe  pain 
near  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and  limited  to  a  space  about  one  inch  in 
diameter.  This  spot  was  slightly  tender  on  pressure.  The  pain  was 
not  increased  l^  a  long  inspiration  or  by  the  presence  of  food  in  this 
stomach  ;  was  greatly  aggravated  by  pressure  on  the  lower  cervical  and 
upper  dorsal  spinous  processes.  There  were  no  other  tender  spots, 
although  pain  sometimes  occurred  in  the  shoulders,  extending  down  the 
arms.  The  patient  was  pretty  well  developed  and  healthy  looking,  but 
had  been  greatly  annoyed  by  this  affection,  and  had  become  desponding, 
irritable,  and  unfit  for  business.  Applications  of  ammonia,  chloroform, 
&c.y  had  been  made,  but  with  little  benefit. 

Dr.  Batchelder  remarked  that  he  had  seen  several  cases  analogous 
to  the  one  just  descrihed  ;  in  all  of  which  the  pain  had  been  confined  to 
a  small  space  beneath  the  left  nipple,  and  associated  with  tenderness 
over  the  lower  cervical  vertebral  processes.  Not  unfrequently  these 
symptoms  were  accompanied  by  dyspepsia ;  the  latter  affection  Dr.  6. 
regarded  as  in  most  cases  an  effect  of  some  general  cause,  and  not  of 
itself  the  original  trouble.  In  some  cases,  other  parts  are  involved  ;  when, 
for  example,  hiccough  is  coincident  with  the  above  mentioned  symp- 
toms, we  may  easily  suppose  the  origin  of  the  phrenic  nerve  to  be 
implicated. 
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Dr.  Van  Pelt  said  that  he  had  frequently  seen  ainaiiar  cases,  the 
exact  pathology  of  which  was  by  no  means  determined.  He  detailed 
cases  in  which  complaint  had  been  made  of  pain  at  the  epigastriam  and 
in  one  or  both  sides,  oftener  the  right,  limited  to  a  space  three  or  four 
inches  in  diameter,  and  coinciding  wilh  cardiac  uneasiness  or  palpita- 
tions, labored  respiration,  and  a  hard,  dry  cough,  without  auscultatory 
phenomena,  but  invariably  accompanied  by  tenderness  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  spinal  column. 

Several  other  cases  were  mentioiied,  demonstrating  the  frequency  of 
spinal  irritation,  as  well  as  the  vagueness  of  its  pathology  and  the  un- 
certainty of  its  therapeutics. 

Dr.  Isaac  Taylor  mentioned  some  circumstances  belonging  to  a  case 
of  epileptic  convulsions.  The  patient  was  1 6  years  of  age,  and  the  dis- 
ease was  congenital.  Dr.  T.  saw  him  during  a  fit,  and  prescribed  an 
enema  containing  4  grs.  of  tartar  emetic,  which  produced  vomiting  in 
about  30,  minutes,  and  freely  purged  the  bowels  ;  yet  the  patient  bad, 
after  this,  ten  paroxysms.  During  the  intervals,  he  remained  stnpid, 
with  the  eyes  open,  and  the  pulse  150.  The  convulsions  were  partial ; 
and  his  father,  who  was  standing  by,  and  had  frequently  watched  the 
patient  when  in  a  similar  state,  remarked  that  the  stupor  would  last 
until  he  should  have  a  perfect  and  general  paroxysm ;  and  this  predic- 
tion, which  seems  to  be  the  reverse  of  what  would  be  theoretically 
correct,  was  actually  verified.  A  general  convulsion  soon  afterwards 
occurred,  and  the  boy  returned  to  his  ordinary  condition.  Dr.  T.  added 
that  he  had  seen  a  case  of  chorea  which  was  partial  and  of  long  stand- 
ing ;  hut,  having  become  aggravated  and  general,  it  soon  ceased  alto- 
gether. 

Dr.  Huhhard  reported  two  cases  of  severe  neurnlgia  of  the  head 
and  face  which  had  been  speedily  cured  by  the  tincture  of  cannabis 
indica. 

Dr.  J,  C.  Dalton  stated  that  some  time  ago  he  had  tried  upon  him- 
self various  preparations  of  Indian  hemp,  but  without  any  appreciable 
effect.  Recently  he  had  taken  30  grs.  of  the  extract  in  4  hours,  but 
could  not  perceive  the  slightest  result. 

Dr.  Heywood  said  that  he  had  observed  that  the  susceptibility  to  the 
effects  of  cannabis  indica  varied  very  much  in  different  individuals.  He 
had  observed  an  experiment  in  which  the  same  preparation  had  been 
given  to  three  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  became  intoxicated  and  hys- 
terical after  a  dose  of  3  grs.,  while  the  other  two  remained  unaffected 
after  swallowing  half  a  drachm.  Dr.  H.  had  used  the  same  preparation 
in  his  practice,  and  knew  it  to  be  good.  He  had  found  it  extremely 
efficacious  in  facial  neuralgia,  and  in  amenorrhoea,  and  believed  it  to  be 
one  of  the  best  emmenagogues  in  use. 

Dr.  Heywood  related  the  following  particulars  of  a  case  of  amau- 
rosis, which  he  supposed  to  be  dependent  upon  inflammation  of  the 
retina— corresponding  to  Desmanes'  amaurose  congestive  retinienne. 
The  patient,  a  girl  about  14  years  of  age,  appeared  in  the  Dispensaiy 
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dasft  under  the  oare  of  Dr.  H.,  complaiDing  that  she  had  lost  the  use 
of  one  eye,  and  gave  the  following  history.  About  three  months  pre- 
viously, some  Cayenne  pepper  had  been  thrown  at  her  face,  and  a  por- 
tion entering  the  right  eye,  produced  an  intense  general  ophthalmia. 
This  had  apparently  subsided  after  appropriate  treatpaent,  but  she  found 
that  she  had  lost  the  sense  of  sight  from  that  organ.  At  the  time 
when  the  narrator  first  saw  her,  there  was  complete  paralysis  of  the 
levator  palpebrse  of  the  right  side,  and  she  said  she  was  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness  whttn  the  left  eye  was  closed.  On  careful 
examination  of  the  organ,  nothing  abnormal  could  be  discovered.  If 
the  eyes  were  turned  towards  a  bricrht  light,  the  pupil  on  the  diseased 
side  contracted  partially  when  the  lids  of  the  sound  eye  were  open  ;  but 
when  the  left  eye  was  closed,  the  right  pupil  remained  completely  im- 
movable. She  complained  of  some  headache  on  the  right  side,  which 
was  aggravated  by  walking  or  stooping;  she  leported  her  general 
health  as  good,  and  seemed  to  be  a  well  developed,  hearty  girl.  The 
menstrual  function  had  not  been  established.  She  had  never  manifested 
any  hysterical  symptoms. 

The  ptosis  was  soon  cured  by  a  hlister  behind  the  ear  and  purga- 
tives ;  but,  the  amaurosis  having  resisted  these  agents,  she  was  mercu- 
rialized, but  without  apparent  benefit  until  a  course  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium had  been  tried.  After  she  had  taken  about  two  drach'ns  of  this 
salt,  she  was  able  to  perceive  the  light  of  a  candle ;  but,  having  acci- 
dentally received  a  slight  blow  upon  the  head,  she  became  as  bad  as 
ever.  The  iodide  was  continued  for  10  days  or  a  fortnight  longer,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  she  reported  herself  perfectly  cured. 

Dr.  Batchelder  and  others  related  cases  which  demonstrated  the 
principle  that  absorption  of  the  products  of  inflammation  is  more  likely 
to  occur  when  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium  have  been  used,  simul- 
taneously or  consecutively,  than  when  reliance  has  been  placed  upon 
either  one  of  them  alone. 

Dr.  J,  0.  Stone  reported  the  following  case  of  retained  menses 
simulating  pregnancy: — 

Mrs. ,  aged  24  years,  had  been  married  five  years,  but  had 

never  been  pregnant.  Previous  to  her  marriage,  and  ever  since,  she 
had  suffered  every  month  \i\ih  painful  menstruation,  compelling  her  to 
take  to  her  bed,  and  causing  at  times  violent  hysteric  attacks. 

On  examination,  the  os  uteri  was  found  projected  backwards,  the 
fundus  forwards.     The  os  enlarged  and  reddened. 

By  means  of  leeching,  the  use  of  bougies  and  sponge  tents,  she  was 
enabled,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  to  menstruate  without  pain. 
She  then,  for  several  consecutive  months,  had  at  the  menstrual  periods 
only  a  very  slight  discharge,  which  was  accompanied  with  pam,  but 
which  was  relieved  by  opium.  She  was  supposed  to  be  pregnant,  and 
the  opium  was  given  to  prevent  abortion. 

In  a  few  months,  the  abdomen  commenced  to  enlarge,  her  dress 
was  loosened  to  the  extent  of  several  inches;  and,  at  the  fifth  month, 
the  uterine  <^nmor  was  on  a  level  with  the  umbilicus. 
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These,  witb  a  slight  enlar^ment  of  the  breasts,  conatiiated  all  the 
symptoms  of  pregnancy.    Her  general  health  was  excellent. 

After  the  fifth  month»  she  ceased  to  enlarge.  At  the  seventh  month, 
she  was  tnken  unwell,  and  the  aterine  tamor,  after  a  free  discharge  of 
dark-looking  blood,  subsided  entirely. 

Since  then,  she  has  passed  three  menstrual  periods  with  the  natural 
amount  of  discharge,  and  without  any  pain ;  consequently,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  cause  of  the  dysmenorrhoea  is  perfectly  removed. 


Letters  <m  Syphilis. — No.  23. — By  M.  Ph.  Riooro.     Translated  from 
the  French  by  W.  P.  Lattimork,  M.  D.,  for  the  N.  Y.  Med.  Times. 

Ml/  Dear  Friend. — I  promised  to  call  your  attention  to-day  to  the 
cauterization  of  chancre. 

This  remedial  measure,  which  I  have  so  ardently  sought  to  main- 
tain in  therapeutics,  has  not  yet  been  generally  adopted.  It  has  even 
been  expressly  condemned  by  some  practitioners;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add 
that  a  very  unfavorable  opmion  of  it  was  given  by  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  before  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  that  honorable 
body. 

You  will  recollect  that  one  of  the  members  of  this  learned  society 
treated  cauterization  with  so  little  favor  as  to  disdainfully  return  the 
remedy  to  the  corporaVs  guard,  with  whom,  he  said,  it  ought  ever  to 
have  remained.  The  author  of  this  apostrophe,  in  his  character  of 
military  surgeon,  should,  at  least,  have  informed  us  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  measure  in  the  corporal's  guard ;  for  it  is  important  to  be  satisfied 
with  reflpect  to  its  efficaciousness.  If  the  means  be  good,  the  source 
whence  it  originated  is  a  matter  of  indifference ;  and  we  make  this 
remark  without  reflecting  in  any  degree  whatever  on  the  corporaVs 
guard. 

The  cauterization  of  chancre  did  not  originate  with  roe;  but  I  am 
a  firm  supporter  of  its  value  as  a  remedial  measure;  and  in  this  capa- 
city, you  know,  my  opponents  have  not  failed  to  atttick  me.  It  is,  there- 
fore, my  purpose  to  defend  the  principles  which  I  advocate. 

Let  us  first  invoke  analogy,  m  illustration  of  the  question. 

We  cauterize  the  bites  of  the  viper  and  of  the  mad  dog,  as  well  as 
anatomical  wounds,  anthrax,  malignant  pustule,  and  often  with  success, 
when  our  services  are  timely  invoked.  No  one  would  be  inattentive 
to  a  puncture  made  with  an  instrument  soiled  with  the  pus  of  farcy  or 
glandei^.  The  surgeon  who  would  fail  to  cauterize  in  these  cases  would 
be  highly  culpable.  And  yet  the  very  men  whose  hand  in  all  such 
cases  is  armed  with  iron  and  with  fire,  pause  when  the  disease  happens 
to  be  chancre !  Why  ?  Because  they  either  cease  to  reason,  or  cease 
to  reason  with  efftct. 

Let  us  prove  our  statement. 

Does  chancre,  whatever  may  be  its  variety,  always  produce  acci- 
dents at  a  distance !     Does  it  always  infect  the  economy  ? 
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Witb  respect  to  this  question,  you  know  there  are  three  parties,  with 
distinct  opinions : — 

One  party,  which  appears  to  belieye  in  nothing  that  is  not  incredible 
— a  party  which  is  still  numerous — is  convinced  that  chancre  is  not  a  pri- 
mitive accident,  in  the  strict  acceptation  of  the  term  ;  but  that  it  simply 
^onstitates  the  first  manifestation  of  the  general  infection,  or,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  a  primitive  secondary,  or  a  secondary  primitive  acci- 
dent. 

Another  party,  which  already  begins  to  have  a  glimpse  of  the  truth — 
and  the  school  of  Hunter  must  be  ranged  in  this  category — admit  chan- 
cre to  be  at  first  a  local  accident ;  but  thinks  that  it  must  inevitably  in« 
feet  the  economy  unless  specific  medication  is  employed  in  time. 

Finally,  the  most  rational  party — that  which  has  observation,  experi- 
ence and  the  evidence  of  facts  on  its  side — affirms  that  chancre  is  always, 
4it  the  commencement,  a  local  afiection  which  art  can  arrest,  and  which, 
«ven  without  the  intervention  of  art,  may  remain  local  in  certain  well-de- 
termined circumstances,  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  chancre 
with  respect  to  its  surface  or  depth.  The  last  observers  maintain — and 
this  ia  one  of  the  consoling  points  of  the  doctrines  which  I  profess — that, 
even  when  the  chancre  b  about  to  infect  the  economy,  this  result  does 
not  take  place  instantaneously,  but  only  after  the  lapse  of  an  interval 
sufficiently  complete  to  enable  us  to  destroy  it. 

I  say  nothing  with  respect  to  the  physiologists  whom  I  have  else- 
where opposed  ;  and  who  do  not  admit  a  general  infection,  either  be- 
fore or  during  or  after  exposure  to  the  cause.  This  doctrine  is  now 
duly  interred  ;  and,  what  is  very  singular,  some  of  its  advocates  have 
since  become  more  virulent  tnan  myself.  I  could  cite  instances  of 
some  who,  from  unbelievers  that  they  were  in  regard  to  the  virulence 
of  the  disease,  have  ended  by  believing  in  everything,  even  in  homcso- 
pathy. 

1  do  not  rest  here  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  when  and  how 
buboes  are  produced  :  of  the  time  at  which  the  constitutional  infection 
occurs  and  of  its  mechanism,  we  will  speak  hereafter.  I  only  wish  to 
recall  the  reasons  which  have  caused  the  rejection  of  cauterization  as 
an  abortive  or  curative  method  of  treatment  of  chancre,  together  with 
chose  which  have  led  me  to  adopt  it. 

What  do  we  wish  to  accomplish  by  cauterizing  chancres  ? 

1 .  To  prevent  constitutional  infection. 

2.  To  hinder  the  production  of  buboes. 

3.  To  retard  the  progress  of  the  primitive  accident,  which  occa- 
aiona  greater  or  less  ceformity,  and  sometimes  the  loss  of  important 
organs. 

4.  Finally,  to  destroy  a  focus  of  contagion. 

Those  who  believe  that  the  constitutional  infection  always  precedes 
chancre,  not  only  state  that  it  is  useless  to  cauterize  the  accident, 
since  the  disease  which  we  seek  to  prevent  already  exists ;  but  they 
further  add,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  so  to  do,  inasmuch  as  the 
chancre  is  an  emunctory  by  which  the  economy  frees  itself  from  the 
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Tirus.  If  this  opiDion  were  well  founded,  it  would  follow  that  it  is 
not  only  imprudent  to  destroy  the  chancre,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  necessary  to  preserve  and  extend  it,  in  order  to  furnish  the  yims 
with  numerous  and  easy  doors  of  exit.  This  is  a  logical  sequence. 
But  you  know,  my  dear  friend,  that  these  logicians  do  not  act  in  this 
way ;  and  we  must  admit  that  it  is  very  fortunate  for  their  patients 
that  their  practice  is  inconsistent  with  their  professions. 

The  dimirence  is  not  great  between  this  school  and  that  which,  as 
I  have  already  told  you,  believes  that  chancre,  at  first  local,  inevitably 
produces  general  infection.  The  disciples  of  this  school  tell  us  that  the 
activity  of  the  infection  is  proportional  to  the  number,  the  extent,  and 
the  duration  of  the  primitive  accidents.  But,  alas !  after  the  statement 
of  these  fine  doctrines,  there  comes  a  contrary  element,  which  leads  to 
the  direst  practical  nonsense.  In  fact,  what  do  they  prescribe  7  Listen 
to  them,  and  they  tell  you :  Avoid  destroying  the  chancre ;  do  not  seek 
its  rapid  cure,  for  thus  you  throw  back  the  virus  into  the  economy,  ia- 
close  the  wolf  in  the  sheepfold,  and  finally  render  the  infection  more 
active. 

Do  you  not  admire  the  manner  in  which  all  this  is  deduced  and 
linked  together ! 

We  throw  back,  we  repercuss  the  virus  by  drying  up  the  virulent 
source  1  The  wolf  in  the  sheepfold  is  so  much  the  more  dangerous 
since  it  is  dead!  The  infection  becomes  more  active  when  we  have 
destroyed  the  elements  which  must  increase  it ! 

My  intelligence  cannot  scale  the  sublime  heights  of  this  reasoning  : 
are  you  more  fortunate  than  I,  my  dear  friend  ? 

This  is  not  all ;  the  partisans  of  this  doctrine  further  say  to  you  : 
Respect  the  chancre,  for  it  tells  the  actual  condition  of  the  patient,  and 
also  what  will  occur  later. 

They  add : 

Do  not  cure  the  primitive  ulcer  too  soon,  for  it  serves  you  as  a 
guide  in  the  general  treatment,  and  forces  the  patient  to  follow  this. 

What  do  you  now  think  of  these  precepts  ?  What  is  the  satisfac- 
tion, in  fact,  from  knowing  each  day,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  your  patient 
really  has  a  chancre,  and  from  bein^  assured  that  it  was  this  which 
determined  the  other  accidents  which  you  have  subsequently  to  com- 
bat? 

The  primitive  accident,  they  say,  serves  to  direct  your  depuratory 
treatment ;  but  yon,  as  well  as  I,  know  that  not  one  of  those  professing 
these  doctrines  suspends  the  general  treatment  as  soon  as  the  chancre 
is  cured,  even  by  their  method.  Their  treatment  is  nearly  the  same  in 
all  cases  :  it  is  a  fixed  dose  of  mercury  administered  during  a  given 
time,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  primitive  accident,  whatever  may 
have  been  its  duration.  And  then,  what  do  you  say  of  allowing  a 
chancre  to  progress  in  such  a  way  as  to  amputate  the  penis,  for  the  sake 
of  inducing  the  patient  to  follow  the  treatment  ?  this  is  truly  admirable, 
and  one  could  not  be  more  prudent. 

Cauterization  has  been  reproached  with  being  a  frequent  cause  of 
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bubo ;  and  in  Bnpport  of  this  assertion  the  meagre  statistics  of  Bell  have 
been  cited,  statistics  which  a  single  visit  to  the  Venereal  Hospital  of 
Paris  would  reduce  to  naught. 

The  law,  which  you  can  verify  when  you  like,  is  this  :  there  are  more 
buboes  without  a  previous  cauterization  of  the  chancres  than  otherwise. 
Cauterization  does  not  always  prevent  the  production  of  buboes;  it 
never  determines  specific  ones ;  it  may  often  prevent  them. 

It  may  often  prevent  the  constitutional  inaction,  it  never  favors  it. 

I  am  well  aware  that  many  observations  have  been  cited  in  support 
of  the  heresy  which  I  combat ;  but  they  are  all  of  about  the  same 
weight  as  the  observation  somewhere  to  be  found  in  Van  Swieten.  In 
this  case  the  patient  had  had  a  chancre  for  more  than  a  months  and, 
after  a  cauterizationj  was  affected  tcith  secondary  ulcerations  of  the  throat, 
as  a  consequence  of  the  pretended  repercussion  !  Oh,  pox  !  when  wilt 
thou  be  understood  ? 

M.  Lagneau,  who  is  opposed  to  cauterization,  because,  among  other 
inconveniences,  it  destroys  the  primitive  accident  too  quickly ,  cites 
against  it  an  instance  in  which  it  had  a  wonderful  result.  But,  to  judge 
of  it  the  better,  let  us  allow  M.  Lagneau  to  speak.  Here  is  his  observ- 
ation: 

"In  1807,  an  officer  of  high  rank,  called  for  a  short  time  to  the 
imperial  headquarters  at  Yarsovia,  exposed  himself  to  venereal  conta- 
gion. Shortly  afterwards  two  chancres  appeared  at  the  base  of  the 
glans.  Before  appropriate  treatment  was  commenced,  the  army  waa 
unfortunately  commanded  to  march.  The  patient  was  unwilling  to  leave 
his  regiment  at  a  period  when  everything  indicated  the  occurrence  of 
great  events  in  which  he  was  anxious  to  participate.  Being  attached 
to  a  cavalry  corps  of  the  advanced  guard,  his  duties  were  exceedingly 
arduous  on  account  of  the  extreme  severity  of  the  cold.  I  was  there- 
fore unable  to  resort  to  the  usual  treatment  in  such  cases.  For  many 
reasons,  such  as  the  irregular  administration  of  the  remedies  at  my  dis- 
posal, I  could  not  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  development  of  acci« 
dents^  when  so  many  powerful  causes  capable  of  producing  them  were 
in  operation.  I  yielded^  then,  to  the  reiterated  demands  of  this  officer, 
and  touched  his  ulcers  vnth  the  nitrate  of  silver,  forewarning  him,  how 
ever,  of  what  he  might  expect  in  the  future.  The  chancres  cicatrized 
very  promptly,  and  the  patient  finished  the  campaign  without  experience 
tng  the  slightest  inconvenience  from  them.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of 
Eylau,  the  army  having  taken  cantonments  upon  the  Pasargo,  he  in- 
formed me,  according  to  agreement,  of  his  condition ;  and  I  engaged 
to  prevent,  by  a  methodical  treatment,  the  results  of  a  general  infec- 
tion. He  followed  mj  advice,  and  has  not  since  experienced  the  slight- 
est venereal  symptoms." 

After  so  conclusive  an  illustration  in  favor  of  cauterization,  you  wiB 
not,  I  trust,  expect  me  to  adduce  the  thousatids  of  similar  facts  which  I 
have  been  enabled  to  collect  during  a  practice  of  twenty  years.  This 
one  seems  to  me  sufficient. 
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lo  order  now  to  clearly  explain  to  you  my  views  on  caaterisation 
yon  will  allow  me,  in  my  neit  letter,  to  present  to  yoar  notice  some  im- 
portant p,opo8ition8. 

Yours,  RIOORD. 


^DBfital  firjiDrts- 


NEW  YORK  HOSPITAL. 

121,  Bleecker  street,         ) 
2lst  November,  1S53.  / 

H.  D.  BULKLET,  M.  D. 

Mt  Djear  Sir, — I  regret  that  I  am  prevented  from  furnisluDg  you 
with  a  more  elaborate  report  from  the  Hospital  during  my  recent  term  of 
duty ;  but  I  trust  that  the  subjoined  cases  will  be  found  worthy  of 
record.  They  have  been  prepared  from  the  records  of  the  house,  by 
a  friend  for  whose  accuracy  I  can  vouch. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Wm .  H.  Van  BuasN. 


The  cases  discharged  from  the  second  surgical  division,  between  the 
1st  of  August  and  the  30th  of  September,  1853,  were: — Wound  of 
scalp,  6 ;  face,  2 ;  lips  (lacerated),  1 ;  back,  2 ;  thigh  (lacerated),  1 ; 
contused  wound  of  arm,  1  ;  hand,  1 ;  leg,  3 ;  contusions  on  varions 
parts,  28.  Fractures  of  clavicle,  4  ;  acromion,  2 ;  radius,  1 ;  ulna,  1 ; 
fore-arm,  8  ;  leg,  8  ;  jaw,  1 ;  femur,  6 ;  skull,  2  ;  humerus,  3  ;  vertebras, 
1 ;  fibula,  1 ;  ribs,  4 ;  metatarsus,  2.  Compound  fractures — thigh,  2  ; 
leg,  5.  Gunshot  wound  of  foot,  1 ;  hand,  1 ;  scalp,  1 ;  thumb,  1. 
Crushed  hand,  2  ;  foot,  3  ;  toes,  4.  Abscess  of  th^h,  1  ;  popliteal 
space,  2 ;  hand,  1  ;  penis,  1 ;  knee,  1.  Luxation  of  ankle,  1 ;  humemSy 
2 ;  astragalus  (compound^  1.  Tumor  on  knee,  1.  Concussion  of  brain, 
5.  Powder  bums,  1.  Enlarged  bursa,  1.  Hydrocele,  1.  Axkyloas 
of  elbow,  1.  Otitis,  1.  Adenitis,  2.  Injury  of  various  parts,  18. 
Strangulated  Hernia  (mguinal),  1.  Stabs,  4.  Internal  Hemorrhcuds,  1; 
ffonorrheal  ophthalmia,  1  ;  eonorrhea,  9 ;  chancres,  16 ;  stricture,  2, 
bubo,  8 ;  syphilis  (secondary),  3 ;  phymosis,  6  ;  urinary  calculus,  1 ; 
with  other  oases  of  less  importance,  making  a  total  of  207. 

Strangulated  {congenital)  ffemia  ;  tumor  situated  in  inguinal  canal ; 
stricture  at  internal  ring  ;  operation  ;  cure, 
John  Anderson,  30,  robust,  mate  of  a  coasting  vessel,  was  admitted  on 
Fridsy,  September  23rd.  He  was  complaining  of  pain  in  the  belly,  and 
inability  to  relieve  his  bowels,  which  had  not  been  opened  since  the  Sun- 
day previous  (six  days).    He  had  a  tender  swelling,  the  size  of  an 
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English  walnut,  in  tbe  right  inguinal  cana],  and  a  swelling  in  the  same 
side  of  the  scrotum ,  as  large  as  a  goose-egg.  The  external  abdominal 
ring  was  free,  being  occupied  only  by  the  elements  of  the  spermatic  cord  ; 
the  little  finger  introduced  into  it  could  touch  the  inguinal  tumor,  and 
perceiTe  a  slight  impulse  communicated  to  it  in  coughing.  The  scrotal 
swelling,  which  had  grown  gradually  since  the  intestinal  obstruction, 
seemed  to  consist  entirely  of  fluid.  Between  the  inguinal  and  scrotal 
tumors,  the  spermatic  cord  was  free  from  thickening.  The  patient's 
pulse  was  70,  and  good  ;  he  hiccoughed  occasionally,  and  had  vomited 
slightly,  but  only  after  taking  food  or  drink.  His  abdomen  was  disten- 
ded, resonant,  and  hard. 

He  stated  that  two  weeks  ago  he  had  ruptured  himself  at  Savannah, 
in  lifting  a  cask,  and  that  the  rupture,  which  he  could  always  readily 
return  when  protruded,  had  never  passed  the  stage  of  bubonocele.  On 
the  Sunday  before  admission,  whilst  at  sea,  the  rupture  became  painful, 
and  he  could  no  longer  reduce  it ;  at  the  same  time  the  bowels  began 
to  swell,  and  cease  to  act  His  vessel  arrived  at  this  port  on  Tuesday, 
and  he  was  under  medical  care  until  his  entrance  into  hospital ;  but 
without  entire  relief.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  tumor  ; 
and  tobacco  ^enemata,  laxatives,  antimony,  and  morphine  had  been  em- 
ploved.  The  taxis  was  now  attempted  again,  but  without  result  The 
patient  was  ordered  a  fraction  of  a  drop  of  croton  oil  every  hour,  in  a 
pill,  with  ext.  of  hyoscyamus,  and  comp.  ext.  colocynth,  to  be  followed 
afler  the  4th  hour  by  a  full  enema,  administered  thoroughly  by  means 
of  the  long  rectum  tube. 

At  a  consultation  called  at  G  o'clock,  P.M.,  no  results  having  followed 
the  treatment,  the  operation  was  advised. 

The  incision  was  commenced  over  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  carried 
along  the  course  of  the  inguinal  canal  and  spermatic  cord,  curving  down- 
wards upon  the  scrotum.  On  opening  the  sac,  it  was  found  to  be  con- 
tinuous with  the  tunica  vaginalis  testis,  the  testicle  being  exposed,  and 
some  3iij.  of  fluid  escaping — the  scrotal  tumor  having  thus  evidently 
resulted  from  its  accumulation.  The  tumor  in  the  inguinal  canal  was 
formed  by  a  knuckle  of  small  intestine  of  a  dark  brown  color,  but  fit  to 
return ;  the  stricture,  which  was  formed  by  the  neck  of  the  sac  at  the 
internal  abdominal  ring,  was  divided,  and  the  gut  returned  with  the 
usual  precautions.  The  strangulated  portion  of  intestine  was  coated 
with  shreds  of  false  membrane,  and  the  internal  surface  of  the  sac  was 
evidently  inflamed.  The  wound  was  closed,  moderate  pressure  applied 
by  a  spica  bandage,  and  the  patient  ordered  a  grain  of  opium  every 
hour,  except  when  asleep.  He  had  very  copious  evacuations  from  the 
bowels  daring  the  night. 

Hia  pulse  never  exceeded  100  after  the  operation.  The  opium  was 
continued  for  four  days,  and  gradually  withdrawn,  no  unpleasant  symp- 
toms whatever  occurring,  and  convalescence  followed  rapidly. 

Remarks, — The  long  continuance  of  the  strangulation  in  this  case  (6 
days),  and  tbe  inflammation  of  the  sac  which  had  taken  place,  rendered 
tbe  prognosis  bad.     In  view  of  the  probable  occurrence  of  general 
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peritonitis,  cpiam  was  giren  freely,  as  in  an  ordinary  case  of  wound  of 
abdominal  cavitpr. 

The  continnity  of  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  with  that  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis  still  persisting  at  the  age  of  30,  brings  this  case  under 
the  denomination  of  congenita  hernia,  and  shows,  at  uie  same  time,  the 
inaccuracy  of  this  term.  The  patient  could  not  recollect  that  he  had 
ever  been  afifected  with  rupture  previously,  at  any  time  of  his  life. 

Temporary  and  CompUte  AmauratU,  symptomatic  (^gastric  and  inUstinal 

irritation. 

Henry  Woods,  set.  23,  colored,  seaman,  was  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  on  the  1 4th  of  September.  He  stated  that  on  the  day  previous, 
after  eating  some  fruit,  he  was  seised  with  severe  colicky  pains  in  the  ab- 
domen, which  were  soon  after  succeeded  by  utter  blindness.  The  eyes 
.  appeared  to  be  perfectly  healthy,  and  were  free  from  pain,  the  pupils 
duggish  in  their  action,  and  somewhat  dilated.  On  exambation  by  the 
attending  surgeon,  he  was  found  to  be  laboring  under  simple  colic,  de- 
pendent upon  improper  food.  The  tongue  was  white  and  pasty;  the  ab- 
aominal  pain  paroxysmal  and  characteristic.  He  had  vomited  freely. 
Bowels  had  not  acted  for  several  days.  The  blindness  was  regarded  as 
probably  symptomatic  of  the  intestinal  irritation.  Cups  were  ordered  to 
temples  and  back  of  neck,  and  an  active  mercurial  cathartic  administered. 
On  the  following  day  the  bowels  had  been  freely  relieved ;  no  longer 
colicky  pains,  and  there  were  symptoms  of  retumbg  vision.  No  pain  or 
tenderness  of  abdomen. 

On  the  3rd  day  the  eyesight  had  returned,  and  he  was  discharged 
completely  cured,  one  week  after  admission. 

No  symptoms  could  be  detected  in  this  case  of  the  presence  of  any 
poisonous  substance  in  the  stomach. 

Crushed  Foot;  Amputation  {Choparfs)  ;  Recovery. 

P.  Halone,  aet.  20,  was  admitted  on  the  15th  of  Sept.,  having,  a  few 
hours  before,  had  the  toes  and  metatarsal  bones  of  the  left  foot  com- 
pletely crushed  by  a  railroad  car,  one  of  the  wheels  of  which  passed  over 
the  part.  Upon  entering  the  Hospital,  the  patient  was  immediately  put 
under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  it  became  evident,  from  the  examina- 
tion which  was  then  instituted,  that  all  prospect  of  saving  the  foot  was 
out  of  the  question.  Ghopart's  operation  was  accordingly  performed, 
some  little  difficulty  being  experienced  in  making  satisfactory  flaps,  on 
account  of  the  mangled  condition  of  the  soft  parts.  The  wound  was 
brought  together  by  sutures,  although  very  great  doubts  were  enter- 
tained regarding  the  probability  of  obtaining  union  by  the  first  intention. 
An  anodyne  was  administered,  and  the  stump  directed  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly wet  with  a  mixture  of  tejnd  yeast  and  water.  Small  sloughs 
formed  at  two  points  upon  the  upper  flap,  which,  upon  separating,  Tefl 
the  parts  beneath  in  a  healthy  condition.  The  patient  has  continued 
to  do  well,  under  such  simple  treatment  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
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required;  and  at  tbe  present  time,  the  22nd  of  Oct.,  has  yery  nearly 
recovered,  vith  tbe  prospect  of  an  excellent  stump. 

In  this  case,  as  in  all  injuries  produced  by  the  passage  of  the  wbeel 
of  a  railroad  car  over  a  limb,  tbe  integuments  of  the  neighboriog  parts 
had  been  subjected  to  excessive  stretching,  and  tbe  superficial  blood 
•vessels  ruptured ;  thus  placing  the  flaps  in  a  condition  unfavorable  for 
healthy  union,  and  rendering  them  extremely  liable  to  slough  from  the 
slightest  provocation,  such  as  the  occurrence  of  erysipelas,  or  even  of  a 
moderate  degree  of  healthy  inflammation.  The  precaution  was  adopted 
in  this  CAse,  of  bringing  the  flaps  together  with  as  little  tension  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  at  one  point,  over  the  inner  side  of  tbe  ankle,  where  tbe 
integuments  had  been  detached  from  the  parts  beneath,  a  free  incision 
was  made,  so  as  to  expose  tbe  whole  extent  of  the  subcutaneous  lacera- 
tion, and  to  this  practice  the  escape  from  sloughing,  at  thb  point,  was 
attributed. 

Wound  of  Abdomen,  mih  IniMtinal  Protrusion  ;  Treatment  by  Opium  ; 

Recovery, 

T.  Sheridan,  set.  80,  laborer,  was  admitted  on  the  10th  of  Sept.,  with 
a  stab  in  the  abdomen,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  from  the  umbilicus, 
and  a  Httle  to  the  right  of  tbe  median  line.  The  wound  was  about  two 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  semicircular,  tbe  concavity  looking  upwards 
and  to  the  left,  and  from  it  a  large  mass  of  both  great  and  small  intes- 
tinea  protruded.  No  opening  could  be  detected  in  the  intestines,  and  no 
other  fluid  than  blood  (of  which  a  large  quantity)  had  escaped. 

The  intestines  were  returned,  the  wound  closed  with  sutures,  a  com- 
press and  bandage  applied,  and  anodynes  administered. 

The  treatment  consisted  in  the  administration  of  free  doses  of  opium 
{a  grain  every  hour,fbr  the  first  twenty- four  hours,  and  then  a  grain  every 
two  hours)  until  tbe  fourth  day,  when  the  sutures  were  removed,  and 
there  being  no  symptoms  of  peritonitis,  the  patient's  bowels  were  opened 
by  the  administration  of  castor  oil. 

Under  this  treatment  tbe  patient  convalesced  rapidly  (no  untoward 
symptoms  whatever  occurring,  and  he  was  discharged  cured,  on  the 
24th  VDii,,just  a  fortnight  after  admission, 

<Jcmp<mnd  Comminuted  Fracture  of  the  Femur^  near  the  Great  Tro* 
chanter^  with  extensive  laceration  of  the  soft  parts  ;  Amputation  at 
the  Hip  Joint;  Death. 

Eliza  Reid,  set.  0,  was  admitted  into  the  Hospital  on  the  5th  of  July, 
two  hours  after  bein^  run  over  by  a  railroad  car,  which  produced  a  com- 
pound comminuted  fracture  of  the  femur,  and  extensive  laceration  of  the 
■anterior  portion  of  the  thigh ;  the  wound  extending  from  two  inches 
below  Poupart's  ligament  to  the  knee  joint.  No  pulsation  could  be  felt 
in  the  anterior  tibial  artery.  There  was  considerable  Tomiting  before 
admission. 

Reaction  having  taken  place,  a  consultation  was  called,  and  amputa- 
ction  at  tbe  hip-joint  advised ;  Drs.  Cheesman,  Buck,  and  Markoe  being 
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present.  At  10  o'clock,  the  patient  being  placed  under  the  inflaenee  of' 
ether,  the  operatioa  was  performed,  by  antero-poaterior  flaps,  and  the 
wound  brought  together  as  rapidly  as  the  safety  of  the  patient  would 
admit.  Very  little  blood  was  lost  during  the  operation.  The  patient 
Tomited  during  the  administration  of  the  ether,  rejecting  eome  half- 
digested  food,  which  had  been  taken  before  the  accident.  The  shock 
of  the  operation  was  excessive,  but  in  two  hours  the  patient  had  com- 
pletely rallied,  under  the  careful  use  of  stimulants,  and,  all  circumstances 
being  considered,  passed  a  fayorable  night. 

The  condition  of  the  patient  appeared  promising  until  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  when  the  pulse  began  to  grow  more  feeble  and  frequent,  and 
slight  delirium  was  noticed.  From  this  time  she  sank  gradually,  and 
died  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  forty-eix  hours  after  the  injury,  and  forty-two- 
after  the  operation. 

The  fatal  issue  in  this  case  was  attributable  mainly  to  the  excessiTC 
depression  of  the  powers  of  life,  which  always  follows  railroad  injuries. 
The  child  rallied  from  the  fearful  injuir  she  had  received,  and  also- 
rallied  well  after  the  operation ;  but  sank  m  the  effort  at  reparation.  A 
postmortem  examination  showed  union  already  partially  effected  in  the 
stump,  and  no  internal  injuries  were  detected.  The  mode  of  operating 
adopted  in  this  case,  was  that  which  had  already  been  performed  by  the- 
attending  surgeon^  in  a  case  followed  by  recovery ;  the  posterior  flap- 
being  made  by  an  incision  carried  from  without  inwards. 

Compound  Comminuted  Fracture  of  Humerus,  near  Shoulder  Joint; 
iffith  Wound  of  Brachial  Artery  ;  Amputation  at  Shoulder  Joint; 
Recovery, 

Christopher  Fricke,  set.  35,  a  healthy  German,  of  temperate  habits,- 
was  admitted  on  the  1st  of  July,  with  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the 
humerus,  at  its  surgical  neck,  accompanied  by  severe  bruising  of  the- 
surrounding  parts,  and  occasioned,  a  few  hours  previous  to  his  admis- 
sion, by  the  fall  of  a  building,  at  which  he  was  employed  at  work.  One^ 
of  the  fragments  of  the  humerus  had  been  forced  through  the  integu- 
ments on  the  inside  of  the  arm,  near  the  axilla,  lacerating  the  soft  parts 
extensively,  and  wounding  the  brachial  artery.  The  limb  was  much 
infiltrated  with  blood  ;  its  temperature  was  much  lower  than  that  of  the- 
opposite  side,  and  no  arterial  pulsation  could  be  detected  below  the  seat 
of  the  injury.  No  hemorrhage.  On  the  following  day,  reaction  having 
taken  place,  a  consultation  was  called  upon  the  case.  It  was  determined 
to  endeavor  to  secure  the  wounded  artery,  to  explore  the  extent  of  the^ 
injury,  and,  if  possible,  to  endeavor  to  save  the  limb.  A  ligature  was 
accordingly  placed  beneath  the  axillary  artery,  after  the  administration 
of  ether;  and  the  incision  thus  made  was  prolonged  downwards,  over  the 
brachial  artery,  into  the  original  wound.  Several  arterial  points  were- 
secured,  but  the  comminuted  state  of  the  bone,  and  the  extensive  detach* 
ment  of  the  soft  parts  around  its  head,  together  with  the  extensive  infil- 
tration of  blood  amongst  the  injured  parts,  rendered  the  removal  of  the 
limb  evidently  advisable,  and  this  was  accordingly  effected  by  means  oT 
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aatero-posterior  flaps.  Serioos  collapse  followed,  from  which  the  patient 
rallied  in  a  few  hoars  under  stimulants,  and  subsequently  recovered, 
without  a  serious  symptom.  He  was  able«to  leave  his  bed  within  three 
weeks  from  the  operation,  and  was  discharged,  cured,  on  the  11th  of 
August. 


dKtttorial. 


We  observe  that  a  change  has  been  made  hi  the  arrangements  for  Lectures- 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  snd  Surgeons,  since  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
gnunme  for  the  season. 

Dr.  Bartlett  being  prevented  by  illness  from  delivering  his  accustomed 
course,  the  subjects  usually  treated  by  him  have  been  distributed  among  the 
other  professors.  In  consequence  of  the  extra  duty  thus  devolvmg  upon  Dr. 
Qark,  the  Professor  of  Phyidology  and  Pathology,  a  special  series  of  Lectures 
on  the  physiology  of  digestion  and  the  nervous  system  is  the  course  of  deliv* 
cry  by  Dr.  J,  C,  DaUouyjun^  of  the  Preparatory  School  of  this  city. 

Dr.  Dslton  has  been  for  sometime  favorably  known  as  an  experimental 
physiologist,  and  his  coarse  at  the  Crosby  St.  School  is  liberally  illustrated  by 
aiuBsthetic  vivisections — a  humane  aud  American  refinement,  by  the  way,  which 
we  recommended  some  time  since,  and  which  we  are  glad  to  see  introduced. 
It  is  well  known  that,  by  means  of  gastric,  biliary,  and  pancreatic  fistnls,. 
established  upon  dogs  and  other  animals,  and  by  the  analyses  of  the  different 
salivary  fluids,  and  the  detection  of  sugar  in  the  liver,  most  of  the  vexed  ques^ 
tions,aa  to  the  proper  r6le  of  the  various  glands  and  other  appendages  attached 
to  the  alimentary  canal,  have  been  definitively  settled  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  So  that  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  saying  that  the  student,  who 
is  attentive  to  these  lectures  and  experiments,  may  follow  with  his  eyes,  in 
most  cases,  all  the  successive  changes  to  which  the  alimentary  bolus  is  sub- 
jected, from  the  time  it  is  first  moistened  by  the  buccal  secretions  till  it  haa 
been  prepared  for  absorption  by  the  veins  and  lacteals. 

We  notice  that,  in  addition  to  the  experiments  of  Bernard  and  other  phy- 
siologists, with  which  we  have  been  made  acquainted  by  recent  journals.  Dr. 
Dalton  has  performed  several,  which  we  believe  to  have  been  designed  by 
himself.  His  style  of  operating  is  rapid  and  brilliant;  and,  from  the  care  with 
which  he  arranges  the  little  but  essential  preliminaries  and  details,  he  is  almost 
invariably  successful. 

Prof.  Clark,  thus  relieved  of  a  part  of  his  course  on  physiology  and  patho* 
logy,  takes  a  portion  of  the  course  on  theory  and  practice,  and  thus  enables 
Prof.  Smith  to  supply  the  necessary  instruction  on  Materia  Medica,  which  the 
continued  ill  health  of  Prof.  Bartlett  prevents  him  from  resuming  this  season.. 
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Socidy  cf  StatUtical  iHaitctne— It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to 
annoDDce  the  addition  of  another  to  the  organizations  of  whieh  our  city  ajfords 
already  several  creditable  exaihples,  intended  to  develop  and  preserve  for 
fUtare  use  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  large  quantity  of  valuable  material,  in  the 
way  offsets  and  cases,  which  a  city  like  ours  must  necessarily  furnish  in  great 
abundance,  and  which,  as  its  name  denotes,  enters  upon  a  virgin  field  of 
action.  The  object  of  the  Society  is  the  collection,'di8Cussion,'and  permanent 
record  of  cases  and  statistical  papers,  in  every  department  of  our  profession. 
There  is  no  other  soeiety  with  similar  objects  in  our  country,  and  but  few,  if 
any,  elsewhere ;  and,  if  the  plan  of  action  is  fully  carried  out,  it  will  supply  a 
want  which  has  been  long  felt  The  nsmes  of  its  officers  are  a  guarantee 
that  it  is  got  up  for  work,  and  we  shall  feel  much  disappointed  if  it  does  not 
make  itself  favorably  known  in  due  time.  Several  of  tiie  leading  members  of 
the  profession,  in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  are  on  the  list  of  its  honorary  and 
cofreaponding  members,  some  of  whom  have  already  testified  not  only  their 
entire  approval  of  the  plan,  but  their  willingness  to  co-operate  in  furthering 
the  objects  of  the  Society.  Among  others  Dr.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans,  prom- 
ises a  copy  of  the  history  of  the  late  epidemic  yellow  fever,  in  that  city,  which 
he  is  now  busily  engaged  in  preparing,  and  also  some  interesting  statistics  of 
yellow  fever  for  a  long  series  of  years.  We  shall  hope  to  be  occasionally 
Hivoied  with  some  of  the  results  of  its  labors,  for  the  benefit  of  our  readefs. 
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New  York,  Nov.  14tb,  1853. 
H.  D.  BuLKLKY,  M.  D.,  Ed.  of  the  New  York  Med.  Times. 

Dear  Sir : — Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  a  place  in  your  Journal 
to  the  following  Resolution,  passed  by  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, at  its  last  meeting.  Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  L.  BEADLE, 
Sec.  Amer,  Med,  Anociatian. 


^*  Resolved,  That  this  Association  earnestly  recommend  to  the  local 
Societies  in  different  portions  of  our  country,  to  appoint  Committees, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  prevalence  of  epidemics,  or  other 
diseases,  and  the  genera]  state  of  health  in  their  respective  localities, 
■and  to  transmit  said  reports  to  the  Committees  of  this  Society  on  Epi- 
4emic8,  through  the  State  Societies  where  they  exist." 

The  medical  Press  is  requested  to  copy. 
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Lectures  on  Surgical  Paihology^  delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  by  James  Paoet,  F.  B.  S.,  lately  Professor 
of  ijiatomy  and  Surgery  to  the  College ;  Assistant  Surgeon  and 
Lecturer  on  Physiology  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  Hypertrophy^ 
Atrophy,  Repair,  Inflammation,  Mortification,  Specific  Diseases,  and 
Tumors.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  1864,  pp.  699. 

The  truly  valuable  volume  which  Mr.  Paget  has  presented  to  the 
profession  consists  of  lectures  on  different  subjects  of  pathology,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  delivered  at  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Surg,  daring  the  years  from 
1847  to  1852,  when  he  was  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  to  the 
College.  Those  who  read  them  as  they  were  published  from  time  to 
time  in  the  journals,  will  be  glad  to  see  them  in  a  form  more  accessible, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  find  them  much  more  extended  by  the  addition 
of  numerous  facts  ascertained  since  they  were  delivered,  and  of  matter 
which  time  or  other  circumstances  obliged  the  author  then  to  omit. 
Some  of  the  lectures  have  been  very  much  enlarged,  especially  those  on 
Cancers,  to  which  subject  nearly  two  hundred  pages  are  devoted,  con- 
twxung  descriptions  of  the  different  forms  of  this  disease,  under  the 
names  of  Schirrous,  Medullary,  Epithelial,  Colloid,  Osteoid,  Melanotic, 
Villous  and  Hsematoid,  and  a  lecture  on  the  general  pathology  of  Can- 
cer. 

With  regard  to  the  important  practical  question  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  removal  of  a  cancerous  breast,  Mr.  Paget  agrees  that  we  must  dis- 
miss all  hope  that  the  operation  will  be  a  final  remedy  for  the  disease, 
but  says  that  he  cannot  doubt  that  the  answer  to  the  question  whether 
it  is  probable  that  the  operation  will  add  to  the  length  or  comfort  of 
life,  enough  to  justify  the  risk  from  its  own  consequences,  may  often  be 
in  Uie  affirmative.  He  specifies  the  following :  1.  In  cases  of  acute,  hard 
cancer  the  operation  may  be  rightly  performed ;  though  speedy  recur- 
rence and  death  may  be  expected,  its  performance  is  justified  by  the 
probability  that  it  will,  in  some  measure,  prolong  life,  and  will  save  the 
patient  from  dreadful  suffering.  2.  On  similar  grounds  the  operation 
seems  proper  in  all  cases  in  which  it  is  clear  that  the  local  disease  is 
destroymg  life  by  pain,  profuse  dbcharge,  or  mental  anguish,  and  is  not 
accompanied  by  evidences  of  such  cachexia  as  would  make  the  operation 
extremely  hazardous.  3.  In  all  the  cases  in  which  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  operation  will  shorten  life,  a  motive  for  its  performance  is 
afforded  by  the  expectation  that  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  patient's 
life  will  be  spent  with  less  suffering,  and  in  hope  instead  of  despair,  &c. 

On  the  other  side,  in  many  cases  the  balance  is  clearly  against  the 
operation.     1.  In  well-marked  chronic  cancers,  especially  in  old  persons, 
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it  is  80  little  probable  that  the  operation  will  add  to  either  the  comfort 
or  the  length  of  life,  that  its  risk  had  better  not  be  incarred.  These  are,, 
indeed,  the  cases  in  which  the  operation  may  be  longpeat  survived ;  bat 
tiiey  are  also  those  in  which,  without  operation,  life  is  most  prolonged 
and  least  burdened.  2.  In  cases  in  which  the  cachexia,  or  evident  con- 
stitutional disease,  is  more  than  proportionate  to  the  local  disease,  the 
operation  should  be  refused :  it  is  too  likely  to  be  fatal  by  its  own  conse- 
quences, or  possibly  by  accelerating  the  progress  of  cancer  in  organs 
more  important  than  the  breast.  On  similar  grounds,  and  yet  more 
certainly,  it  should  not  be  performed  when  there  is  any  reasonable  sus- 
picion of  internal  cancer.  3.  If  there  be  no  weighty  motives  for  ita 
performance,  the  operation  should  be  avoided  in  all  patients  whose  gen- 
eral health  (independently  of  the  cancerous  diathesis^  makes  its  risk  unu- 
sually great ; — ^in  all,  for  example,  who  are  very  feeble,  very  fat,  over-fed^ 
intemperate,  or  in  any  of  those  conditions  which  make  persons  unfavor- 
able subjects  for  surgical  operations.  In  the  lecture  on  the  general 
pathology  of  cancer,  Mr.  P.  speaks  first  of  the  conditions  preceding  the 
cancerous  growth ;  and  second  of  the  structure  and  life  of  the  cancerous 
growth.  He  considers  cancer  '*  from  the  first  both  a  constitutional  and 
specific  disease,— cofM^t/ii^tona/  in  the  sense,  of  having  its  origin  and 
chief  support  in  the  blood,  by  which  the  constitution  of  the  whole  body 
is  maintained;  and  specific,  1st,  in  the  sense  of  its  being  dependent  on 
some  specific  material  which  is  different  from  all  the  natural  constitu- 
ents of  the  body,  and  different  from  all  the  materials  formed  in  other 
processes  of  disease ;  and  2ndly,  in  the  sense  of  its  presenting,  in  the 
large  majority  of  cases,  structures  which  are  specific  or  peculiar,  both 
in  their  form  and  in  their  mode  of  life.*'  (p.  632.) 

The  melanotic  or  melanoid  cancers  he  believes  to  be,  with  "  very  rare 
exceptions,  medullary  cancers,  modified  by  the  foi  mation  of  black  pig- 
ment in  their  elemental  structures."  With  regard  to  epithelial  cancers, 
Mr.  P.  believes  that  none  of  the  features  of  malignant  aisease,  as  exem- 
plified in  the  schirrous  and  medullary  cancers,  will  be  found  wanting  ia 
them, — and  that  the  difference  is  one  of  degree,  and  not  of  kind.  But 
we  must  not  indulge  in  further  extracts  from  the  work.  It  is  no  easy 
matter  to  withhold  from  doing  so,  where  there  is  so  much  deserving  it ; 
but  there  is  the  less  call  for  it  for  a  work  which  will  so  soon  be  in  the 
hands  of  all  interested  in  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  and  which  are 
so  ably  handled.  We  will  only  add,  that  the  portion  devoted  to  the 
pathology  of  the  different  forms  of  cancer,  is  rendered  the  more  valuable 
by  numerous  tables  which  throw  light  upon  the  various  points  of 
more  directly  practical  interest  connected  with  the  subject,  and  that  tbe 
volume  is  illustrated  with  more  than  a  hundred  wood-cuts.  To  enable 
his  work  to  be  conveniently  used  in  the  study  of  diseases  of  particular 
organs,  Mr.  Paget  has  furnished  a  full  index,  referring,  under  the  title  of 
each  organ,  to  the  descriptions  of  the  tumors  of  which  it  is  most  apt  ta 
be  the  seat. 
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The  TroMaetumB  of  the  American  Medical  Aeeociation.  Instituted 
1847.  Vol.  Yi.  Philadelphia :  printed  for  the  Association,  bj  J. 
K.  &  P.  Qt.  ColHns,  1863,  pp.  868. 

The  sixth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association  evinces  no 
falling  off,  either  in  interest  or  value,  but  a  decided  increase  in  both.  We 
have,  presented  in  a  well-printed,  thick  octavo,  in  addition  to  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting,  held  in  oiur  city,  the  address  of  the  President,  reports 
of  Committees,  list  of  officers  for  1853,  and  list  of  permanent  members, 
several  valuable  papers  and  essays,  of  which  we  can  but  little  more  than 
give  the  titles.  The  first  is,  on  the  Agency  of  Refrigeration,  produced 
hy  upward  radiation  of  Seat,  as  an  Exciting  Cause  of  Disease,  by  Dr. 
l^erson,  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  followed  by  the  long  and  elaborate 
report  of  Dr.  Gross,  on  the  Results  of  Surgical  Operations  in  Malignant 
Diseases,  the  '*  general  conclusions ''  of  which  were  published  in  our 
July  number.  Next  in  order  is  an  essay  by  Dr.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  of 
Philadelphia,  on  Acute  and  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus, 
fully  illustrated  by  beautiful  colored  engravings,  which  surpass  anything 
of  Uie  kind  which  have  ever  appeared  in  this  country,  and  are  as  accu- 
rate as  they  are  beautiful.  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Geo.,  has 
furnished  two  papers,  one  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Typhoid 
Fevers,  entitled  an  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Typhoidal  Fevers^  hosed 
upon  Considerations  of  their  History  and  Pathology,  and  one  on  the 
Sympathetic  Nerves  in  Reflex  Phenomena,  in  which  he  contests  the 
originality  of  his  views  with  Mr.  Bernard,  unless  entertained  by  that 
distinguished  physiologist  previous  to  June,  1850,  at  which  time  Dr.  C. 
discussed  them  in  a  paper  presented  by  him  to  the  Medical  Society  of 
Amrusta,  and  published  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Tlie  two  papers  which  the  Committee  on  Volunteer  Communications 
found  so  novel  and  interesting  as  to  ask  permission  of  their  authors 
to  submit  abstracts  of  them  to  the  Association,  one  by  Dr.  Alden  Marsh, 
of  Albany, ''  on  Coxalgia  or  Hip  Disease^*'  and  the  other  by  Dr.  Gurdon 
Buck,  of  this  city,  "on  the  Surgical  Treatment  of  Morbid  Growths 
within  the  Larynx,  illustrated  by  an  Original  Case,*'  dtc,  follow  next  in 
order.  In  the  first  of  these  papers.  Dr.  Marsh  takes  the  position  that 
Mpcntaneous  dislocation  of  the  hip  (^purely  the  result  of  morbid  action, 
unaided  by  superadded  violence),  seldom  or  never  takes  place,  a  point  in 
which  he  differs  from  almost  all  surgical  writers  and  teachers.  He  also 
pointa  out  a  mode  of  treatment  by  which  progressive  absorption  of  the 
acetabulum  and  bead  of  the  bone  may  be  arrested,  before  the  life  of  the 
patient  is  endangered  by  the  progress  of  the  disease.  The  convictions 
of  the  truth  of  this  opinion  are  based  upon  actual  observations,  and  per* 
sonal  examination  of  about  forty  pathological  museums,  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe.  A  wood-cut  is  given,  representing  the  apparatus  used 
bj  Dr.  M.  in  accomplishing  the  proposed  result.  The  paper  of  Dr.  Buck 
18  illustrated  by  an  originiu  case,  of  which  a  well-executed  colored  plate 
18  given,  and  by  statistical  observations  elucidating  the  nature  and  forms 
of  morbid  growths  within  thelaiynx,  embodied  in  a  tabular  view  of  forty* 
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two  cases.  Of  the  remaioder  of  the  volume,  nearly  three  hundred  pages 
are  oconpied  by  the  two  prize  essays,— one  by  Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee, 
of  Philadelphia, "  an  the  Surgical  Treatment  of  Certain  F&roui  Tumors 
of  the  Uterus,  heretofore  Considered  beyond  the  Resources  of  Art,*'  which 
covers  ninety-eight  pages ;  and  the  other  by  Dr.  Waldo  J.  Burnett,  of 
Boston,  on  '*  The  Cell :  its  Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Philosophy,  as 
deduced  from  original  investigations ;  to  which  is  added  its  history  and 
criticism/'  extending  over  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pages,  both  of 
them  fully  illustrated  by  appropriate  wood -cuts. 

The  volume  is  well  printed,  and  deserves  a  place  in  the  library  of  every 
physician ;  and  we  cannot  but  express  the  regret  that  so  few  copies 
were  subscribed  for  in  our  city  at  the  annual^meeting,  and  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  whole  number  of  copies  ordered  has  been  much  smaller 
than  it  should  be.  We  trust,  however,  that  many  will  yet  come  for- 
ward and  send  their  names  to  the  treasurer  of  the  association,  Dr. 
Condie,  of  Philadelphia,  for  copies.  The  price  is  five  dollars,  for  a  single 
copy;  but  six  copies  will  be  furnished  for  twenty-five  dollars,  and 
twenty-five  copies  for  seventy-five  dollars. 

Yellow    or  Malignant  Bilious  Fever,  in    the  vicinity  of  Soutk-sirset 
Wharf,  Philadelphia,  1853,  (read  before  the  College  of  Physt- 
clans,  August  3,  and  September  7, 1868),  with  an  appendix.      By 
Wilson  Jewell,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association ; 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society ;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &;c.    Philadelphia,  1853.     pp.  40. 
Dr.  Jewell  gives,  in  the  pamphlet  before  ns,  the  result  of  a  carefal 
investigation  of  the  facts,  havm&r  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  malignant  fever  which  has  recently  visited  our  '^  usually 
healthy"  sister  city,  and  has  presented  in  a  tabular  form,  the  particulars 
of  forty-four  cases,  which  occurred  from  July  19th  to  August  Slsi 
He  subsequently  gathered  the  statistics  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
more,  bringing  the  report  up  to  October  7th,  1853,  the  date  of  the  oc- 
currence of  the  last  case,  thus  making  in  all,  one  hundred  and  seventy 
cases  of  yellow  fever  in  that  city,  from  July  19th  to  October  7th»  in- 
clusive, a  period  of  eighty  days.     Of  these,  as  we  learn  from  the  appen- 
dix, one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  died,  equivalent  to  1  in  every  1A2, 
or  75  per  cent.    One    hundred    and    forty-seven  of   all    the  cases 
could  be  traced  to  direct  intercourse  with  the  infected  locality ;  twenty- 
two  were  of  doubtful  or  unknown  origin,  and  one  was  contracted  bj 
working  on  board  a  ship  from  New  Orleans,  which  had  yellow  fever 
on  board  when  she  arrived.     Of  the  whole  number,  118  were  treated  in 
private  practice,  24  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  18  at  the  Blockley 
Hospital,  7  at  the  Bush  Hill  or  City  Hospital,  and  3  at  St.  Joseph's. 

Kinety,  equal  to  53  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  were  accompamed  with 
black  vomit;  all  of  which  proved  fatal,  except  four,  and  in  one  of  these 
the  genuineness  of  the  discharge  was  doubted. 

The  duration  of  the  fatal  cases  was  from  2  to  24  days ;  the  meaa 
period  was  a  fraction  less  than  six  days.    Niuety-three  of  all  the  cases 
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were  among  maleSt  aod  eeveiity-seven  in  females.  The  period  of  liie 
which  appeared  most  susceptible  of  the  fever,  was  between  20  and  30 ; 
one  third  of  all  the  cases  happened  in  this  decade. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  recorded  cases,  68  were  bom  in  the  United 
States,  62  in  Ireland,  19  in  Germany,  18  in  England,  1  in^  Scotland,  1 
in  France,  and  1  in  Spain. 

jbi  no  instance  toaa  Uie  fever  known  to  have  been  communicated  to  others 
by  those  laborin(ii^  under  the  disease,  which  would  seem  strong  evidence 
of  the  non-contagiousness  of  yellow  fever. 

Dr.  Jewell  has  been  unable  to  calculate  the  proportion  of  cases,  or 
even  of  deaths,  to  the  population,  from  the  disease,  in  the  infected  district, 
but  infers  from  his  inquiries,  that  not  only  the  proportion  of  deaths  to 
cases  has  been  large,  but  also  the  proportion  of  cases  and  deaths  to  the 
population  residing  within  the  limits  within  which  the  disease  prevailed. 

The  origin  of  the  disease  is  attributed  by  Dr.  Jewell,  to  noxious  eman- 
ations from  the  hold  of  the  barque  Mandarin,  recently  arrived  from 
Cuba,  disseminating  themselves  after  they  reached  the  dock,  and  coming 
in  contact  with  the  elements  of  decomposition  existing  on  the  shore  and 
the  docks,  hj  which  the  atmosphere  of  the  immediate  neighborhood 
was  poisoned.  At  the  same  time  it  is  ascertained  that  a  few  genuine 
cases  of  yellow  fever  appeared  beyond  the  limits  of  the  boundaries  thus 
infected,  between  which  and  the  infected  locality  no  direct  communi- 
cation could  be  traced,  showing,  as  Dr  J.  adds  at  the  close  of  his  pamph- 
let, either  that  isolated  cases  of  malignant  fever  may  occur  in  Philadel- 
Shia,  when  the  mean  of  the  thermometer  is  above  76^,  or  that  an  epi- 
emic  influence  was  extending  its  treacherous  march  to  remote  and 
varied  sections  of  the  city. 

T%e  Medical  Formulary  ^  being  a  collection  of  prescriptions,  derived  from 
the  tmtinys  and  practice  of  many  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in 
America  and  Europe  ;  together  with  the  usual  dietetic  preparations, 
and  antidotes  for  poisons.  To  which  is  added  an  appendix,  on  the 
endermic  use  of  medicines,  and  on  the  use  of  ether  and  cidoroform. 
The  whole  accompanied  by  a  few  brief  pharmaceutical  and  medical 
observations.  By  Benjamin  Ellis,  M.D.,  late  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy,  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
Tenth  edition,  revised,  and  much  extended.  By  Robert  P.  Thomas, 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar- 
macy, Philadelphia:  Blanchard  and  Lea,  1854.    pp.  296. 

We  need  do  little  more  than  announce  the  appearance  of  a  new  edition 
of  a  work,  when  the  fact  of  its  being  the  tenth  implies  that  it  has 
already  enjoyed  an  extensive  circulation,  and  hence  is  a  work  familiar  to 
many.  The  decease  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Morton,  under  whose  charge  seven  edi- 
tions of  the  work  were  published  after  the  death  of  its  author,  has  rendered 
it  ne«:eBsary  to  have  the  work  pass  into  other  hands  ;  and  the  present 
edition  appears  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.R.  P.  Thomas,  who  has  much 
extended  it,  and  added  a  large  number  of  prescriptions  from  leading 
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Amorioan  and  foreign  anthorities,  at  the  same  time  that  be  haa  omitted 
aomeoftheold  formulaa,  and  subetituted  others  less  complicated.  The 
table  of  doses  of  medicines  baa  been  entirely  re-written,  and  all  the  for- 
muljB  embracing  officinal  articles  have  been  brought  to  the  standard  of  cor 
national  pbarmacoposia.  The  title  page  sufficiently  indicates  the  nature 
and  contents  of  the  work  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  it ;  and  those 
who  are,  and  have  often  derived  essential  aid  from  its  pages,  will  be 
pleased  to  greet  an  old  friend,  stocked  with  useful  information  to  the 
latest  date. 

0%  thB  Treatment  of  Vuico-vagifial  Fistula.  By  J.  Mariof  Sms, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York  (late  of  Montgomery,  Ala.),  Philadelphia : 
Blancbard  and  Lea,  1868.    pp.  28. 

This  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Sims  is  a  reprint  from  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  for  January,  1852,  and  is  intended  to  describe  a  plan 
of  treatment  which  has  yielded  such  unusual  results  in  his  hands,  of 
an  affection  of  the  most  serious  importance  to  both  patient  and  sur- 
geon. It  is  fully  illustrated  with  woodcuts  of  the  different  instruments 
used  by  Dr.  S.,  and  gives  the  details  of  the  different  steps  of  the  oper- 
ation. He  has  already  perfectly  cured  by  his  operation  several  cases 
of  lacerated  perineum,  and  upwards  of  twenty  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula. 
As  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  No.,  Dr.  S.  has  opened  an  infir- 
mary in  the  city  for  the  treatment  of  the  accidents  of  parturition,  such  as 
injuries  of  the  bladder,  rectum,  perineum,  &c.  He  has  made  ample  ar- 
rangements for  the  accommodation  of  patients  from  a  distance,  where 
they  may  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  a  home,  and  looks  to  the  profession 
to  second  his  efforts.  We  wish  him  that  success  to  which  his  merits  en* 
title  him. 


f  itratla  frnin  %nm\As, 


Amxbioah. — Spermatorrhosa  Rings,  Quite  a  revolution  b  said,  by 
the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  to  have  been  effected  in  New 
Enffland  in  less  than  a  year,  by  the  means  of  a  mechanical  oontrivanee, 
which  the  editor  thinks  will  supersede  the  numerous  internal  remedies 
usually  prescribed  to  avert  the  effects  of  spermatorrhoea,  and  unfortunate- 
ly with  but  doubtful  success.  It  consists  of  a  ring,  1o  be  worn  on  the 
penis,  armed  with  sharp  points  on  its  inner  circumference,  and  ao  ar- 
ranged that  when  erection  takes  place,  the  organ  will  come  in  contact 
with  these  points,  and  the  patient  thus  be  aroused,  when  the  discharge 
of  semen  will  not  take  place.  The  rings  are  constructed  of  different  ma- 
terials, and  improvements  have  been  gradually  making  in  them  since  the 
idea  was  first  started.    They  are  now  made  lighter  than  at  first,  and  ao 
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arraoged  that  they  may  be  adjusted  to  any  sized  organ.  The  Boston 
Jonrnal  was  the  first  to  announce  these  rings,  and  the  editor  considers 
them  a  sure  remedy  for  involuntary  forms  of  this  disease.  They  have 
been  used  in  the  State  Prison  at  Cbarlestown,  Mass.,  and  also  by  physi- 
cians in  other  parts  of  that  State,  with  success.  If  they  accomplish  half 
of  what  is  claimed  for  them,  they  will  prove  a  very  yaluable  addition  to 
our  means  of  relieving  an  affection  which  is  unfortunately  quite  common, 
and  is  undermining  the  health  of  many  in  our  schools  and  colleges,  and 
in  our  prisons,  and  other  public  institutions,  as  well  as  in  private  life. 
They  can,  of  course,  do  no  good  in  those  cases  in  which  the  discharge  is 
not  preceded  by  an  erection. 

Oil  of  PumpkMi-^eeds  for  Tape-worm, — Dr.  H.  8.  Patterson,  of  Phil* 
adelphia,  recommends,  in  the  Oct.  number  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  the 
oil  of  pumpkin-seeds  for  the  treatment  of  tape-worm.  He  reported 
in  the  same  journal  in  October  of  last  year,  a  case  of  radical  cure  by  an 
emulsion  of  these  seeds,  after  turpentine  and  even  kousso  had  signally 
fiuled.  He  reports  a  case  which  came  under  the  care  of  a  medical  stu- 
dent in  that  city,  in  which  the  oil  was  used  by  him  at  his  request,  and 
with  the  happiest  result.  Half  an  ounce  of  the  oil  was  given  in  the 
morning,  and  the  same  quantity  in  about  two  hours  more,  followed  at 
the  end  of  another  two  hours  by  an  ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  the  effect 
of  bringing  away  a  considerable  part  of  the  worm  ;  and  as  the  patient 
had  been  entirely  free  from  every  symptom  of  verminous  irritation  from 
May  to  September,  he  thinks  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  worm  ia 
entirely  destroyed.    The  oil  is  obtained  from  the  seeds  by  cold  expression. 

Soothing  Liniment, — Dr.  Douglass,  of  Alexandria,  Georgia,  recom-  X 
mends,  in  the  November  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical     ^ 
Journal,  a  liniment  made  by  digesting  a  bar  of  fresh  turpentine  soap 
and  four  ouuces  of  gum  camphor  in  a  gallon  of  good  alcohol,   for   two 
weeks,  in  the  heat  of  the  sun — ^to  be  bottled  up  while  hot,  and  one 
drachm  of  chloroform  to  be  added  to  every  four  ounces — then  to  be  set 
in  a  cool  place,  and  to  be  shaken  occasionally  while  coagulating.      He 
applies  it  by  coating  the  part  well  with  the  liniment,  and  then  covering     ^ 
it  immediately  with  a  piece  of  good  paper,  which  adheres  firmly,  and 
produces  a  gentle,  burning,  tingling  sensation. 

Fatue  in  Utero  killed  hy  Lightning, — Dr.  Carithers  reports  in  a  late  , 

number  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  a  case  of  a  wo* 
man,  40  years  of  age,  in  good  health,  who  was  struck  with  lightning,  and 
on  the  tenth  day  after  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  which,  from  the 
appearance,  had  been  so  from  the  time  the  mother  felt  the  shock. 

Hot  water  and  Soap — Ptyalism, — Dr.  King,  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  Southern  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  reccommends,  in 
the  July  number  of  that  Journal,  the  use  of  hot  water  in  ptyalism. 
The  first  effects  of  it  are  said  to  be  relief  from  the  painful  distention  of 
the  soft  parts — and  the  second  an  anoemic  condition  of  the  bloodvessels 
from  contraction  or  collapse  of  the  capillaries.  A  few  drachms  of  spir- 
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ito  of  soap  are  added  to  one  piat  of  hoi  water,  and  the  patient  direoted 
to  take  it  into  the  month  as  hot  as  it  can  be  borae,  and  retain  it  until 
the  surplus  heat  is  exhausted ;  and  this  to  be  repeated  for  an  hoar, 
allowing  the  interval  of  half  an  hour  for  rest. 

Irritable  Stomach. — Dr.  Robertson,  of  Tennessee,  says  the  editor  of  the 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  8ur</ery,  stated  that  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years,  he  has  compelled  the  stomach  to  retain  laudanum  in 
cholera  morbus  bj  grasping  the  little  finger  of  the  patient,  and  forcibly 
and  painfully  flexine  the  third  phalanx  upon  the  second.  The  medicine 
was  swallowed  whue  the  grasp  was  firmly  retained,  which  was  contin- 
ued for  a  few  moments  afterwards.  "  They  have  tried  to  knock  me 
down,"  said  the  venerable  physician,  **  but  I  defied  them  to  throw  up 
the  medicine." 

Hemorrhage  from  the  umbilieue  in  new-barn  infants. — Dr.  OUs, 
one  of  the  editors  of  tbe  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  has 
published  in  the  October  number  of  that  Journal  a  fatal  case  of  this  af- 
fection, and  gives  a  valuable  summary  of  what  is  known  respecting  it. 


Samtatir  Mlligmt. 


City.  New  York  Counlv  Medical  Socic/y.— At  the  annual  nieetiog  of  tliis 
Hociety,  held  at  the  Halls  of  Justice,  on  Monday,  the  Uth  of  November,  the 
following  were  chosen  officers  for  the  ensuing  year ;— Dr.  Galeh  Carter, 
President;  Dr.  Benjamin  Ogden,  Vice-President;  Dr.  E.  L.  Beadle,  Corre- 
manding  Secretary;  Dr.  J.  R.  Van  Kleek,  Recording  Secretary;  Dr.  B.  R. 
KoBsoN,  Treasurer ;  Drs.  Detmold,  Downs,  S.  C.  Foster,  Woodward,  and 
Hart,  Censors. 

BlacktDelTs  Island  Hospital. — Dr.  Sanger  has  been  unanimously  chosen 
resident  physician  at  BlackwelPs  Island,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Kelly,  who  has 
recently  resigned,  and  has  gone  to  £urope.  Dr.  S.  was  formerly  a  medical 
attendant  on  the  Island,  and  since  then  has  been  the  physician  of  the  steamdilp 
WasKingUmy  and  other  of  the  Atlantic  steamers. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Governors,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Dr. 
W.  M.  Chamberlain,  for  his  able  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  resident 
physician  of  the  Penitentiary  Hospital. 

BeUevue  HospOaL'-BT.  Willard  Parker  has  resigned  the  place  of  visiting 
surgeon  to  the  Bellevue  Hospital,^nd  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre  has  been  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  I    ' 

New  Jewish  flb^ptto/.— The  comer-stone  of  d  new  hospital,  to  be  conductedT 
under  the  auspices  of  those  of  the  Hebrew  faith  in  our  city,  was  laid  on  the 
24th  nit.  in  28th  Street,  between  7th  and  8th  Avenues.  The  building  is  to  be 
^  brick,  sixty  bv  twenty-five  feet,  six  stories  in  height,  and  perfectly  plain. 
The  lot  on  which  the  hospital  is  to  stand,  and  the  adjoining  one,  were  given 
for  this  purpose  by  Mr.  Sampson  Simpson,  who  has  also  expressed  his  deter- 
mination  to  bequeath  to  the  hospital,  on  his  death,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
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doQan.  One  of  the  lots  will  be  laid  out  aa  a  gBrden  for  invalids.  Its  benefits 
are  not  to  be  Hmited  to  those  of  this  fiuth:  Gentile  as  well  as  Jew  is  to  be 
cared  for. 

Society  of  Statistical  Medicine,^^An  association  under  this  name  has  been 
recently  organized  in  onr  city,  with  Dr.  John  Watson  as  its  president,  the 
object  of  which  is  the  collection,  discussion,  and  permanent  record  of  oases 
and  Btatistical  papers,  in  every  department  of  medicine.  The  meetings  are  to 
be  held  once  a  month. 

Infirmary  for  Treatment  of  the  Accidents  of  Parturition. — ^Dr.  J.  M.  Sims,'N^ 
late  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  having  selected  New  York  as  his  future  place  of 
residence,  has  opened  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  the  accidents  of  partu- 
rition, such  as  injuries  of  the  bladder,  rectum,  perineum,  &c.    He  has  made 
ample  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  patients  from  a  distance,      . 
where  thev  may  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  a  home,  and  looks  to  the  profession  y^ 
to  second  his  efforts.    His  residence  is  No.  79  Madison  Avenue. 

MiscELLAKEoxTS. — ^Prof.  £.  S.  CaTT  has  resigned  the  chur  of  chemistry  in 
the  Castleton  Medical  College,  and  has  removed  to  Albany.  He  is  now 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  in  the  Albany  Medical  College ;  and 
Professor  of  Chemistiy  applied  to  Agriculture  and  the  Useful  Arts  in  the 
Scientific  Department  of  the  Albany  University. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith  has  been  nominated  on  the  Citizens'  ticket  for  Mayor 
of  Boston. 

Dr.  William  Hunt  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  hospital 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  to  succeed  Dr.  W.  B. 
Page,  resigned ;  and  Dr.  Deacon  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  physicians  to 
the  same  institution,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  F.  €r.  Smith,  resigned. 

Surgeon  William  Wheeler,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  appointed  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  the  place  of  Surgeon  Thomas  Harris. 

Prof.  Jedediah  Cobb,  late  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Ohio  Medical   \ 
College,  Cincinnati,  has  been  appointed  Assayer  in  the  United  States  Mint, 
in  this  dtv.    His  valuable  anatomical  cabinet  has  been  purchased  by  the       y 
Faculty  of  that  College,  to  be  placed  permanently  in  the  museum  of  the  /^ 
institution. 

Professor  Millinffton,  for  many  years  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  William  \ 
and  Mary  College,  has  been  chosen  to  fill  the  same  chair  in  the  Medical  ^  • 
College  at  Memphis,  to  which  place  he  will  remove. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Thomas  has  withdrawn  from  the  editorship  of  the  Virginia 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  but  is  to  continue  to  contribute  to  its  pages, 
Dr.  Otis  having  now  the  sole  charge  of  it  We  should  regret  to  have  any 
thing  interfere  with  the  success  of  a  journal  which  has  been  so  ably  edited, 
and  which  has  already  taken  so  high  a  stand  in  this  branch  of  literature. 

fttrin. 

Domestic.  Mortality  on  8hip4)oard, — We  see  it  stated,  that  from  the  9th 
of  September  to  the  SSrd  of  November,  of  the  present  year,  44  vessels  arrived 
at  this  port,  with  the  aggregate  number  of  16,272  passengers;  and  of  these 
1,118  died,  and  in  29  of  these  ships  the  mortality  was  1,067.  But  even  this, 
bad  as  it  is,  is  an  improvement  upon  the  state  of  things  at  the  close  of  the  lant 
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eentory,  m  the  transportation  system  of  England,  when  it  is  staled  that  fUl 
one  half  of  those  embarked  were  lost  From  1795  to  1801»  out  of  3^38  eo»- 
▼lets  embarked,  386  died,  being  nearly  one  in  ten. 

The  eause  of  this  frightful  destruction  of  human  life  does  not  seem  to  be 
well  understood,  nor  is  the  nature  of  the  disease  accurately  defined.  Whether 
it  arises  from  want  of  necessary  ventilation,  from  want  of  food,  or  from  absence 
of  proper  treatment,  or  from  all  these  causes  combined,  we  are  anable  to  ascer- 
tain ;  out  trust  that  the  matter  will  receive  due  investigation  in  the  proper  wayi 

Wonn  taken  Jrom  ihe  Human  Eye. — Dr.  A.  G.  Walters,  of  Pittsburg,  has 
recently  removed  a  worm,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  length,  from  the  i    - 
right  eye  of  a  patient  from  Indiana.    It  had  inoreased  so  much  in  size  andJL 
activity  within  a  year  or  two  past,  as  not  only  to  obstruct  vision  but  to  caoaeT 
great  pain.   Two  unsucceseful  sttempts  had  been  previouslv  made  by  different 
surgeons.    It  wss  of  a  milky  color,  and  very  active.*— PtU«mxr^  Journal. 

Weekly  MorialUy.  Cmr^^For  the  week  endinff  Oct.  29th,  397:  coa- 
snmption,60;  apoplexy,  6;  pneumonia,  16;  scarlet  f^ver,  8;  small  pox,  14; 
croup,  16;  dysenterv,  9;  cholera  infantum,  9 ;  convulsions,  44 ;  typhus  fever 
(including  'Uyphoia'*),  16.  For  the  week  ending  Nov.  6th,  423:  consump- 
tion, 68;  apoplexy,  10;  pneumonia,  23;  scarlet  fever,  4 ;  smallpox,  17;  croup, 
18;  dysenterv,  9;  cholera  infantum,  4 ;  convulsions,  32 ;  typhus  fever  (includ- 
ing ^  typhoid  **},  1 1.  For  the  week  ending  Nov.  12th,  374 :  consumption,  43 ; 
apoplexy,  4 ;  pneumonia,  23 ;  scarlet  fever,  6;  croup,  28;  dysentery,  10 ;  cholera 
infantum,  1 ;  convulsions,  36;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid "),  8.  For 
the  week  ending  Nov.  19th,  341 :  consumption,  69  ;  apoplexy,  2;  pneumonia, 
27;  scarlet  fevur,  7 ;  small  pox,  16;  croup,  19;  dysentery,  10;  convnlsioDS, 
23  ;  typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid '0, 10.  For  the  week  ending  Not.  36th, 
376:  consumption,  42 ;  apoplexy,  4;  inflammation  of  brain,  12;  pneumonia, 
22;  scarlet  fever,  6;  small  pox,  22;  croup,  14;  dysentery,  6;  convulsions, 
31 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid"),  12. 

Brooklyn, — For  the  week  ending  Oct  29th,  76:  adults,  29;  children,  47. 
For  the  week  ending  Nov.  6th,  68:  adults,  19;  children,  39.  For  the  week 
ending  Nov.  12tb,  62  :  adults,  21 ;  children,  31.  For  the  week  ending  Nov. 
19th,  75 :  adults,  26 ;  children,  60.  For  the  week  endmg  Nov.  26th,  61 : 
adults,  23  ;  children,  38. 

FoRBioH.  Furuncles, — ^M.  N61aton  recommends  the  application  of  com- 
presses, dipped  in  very  concentrated  alcohol,  upon  the  parts  on  which  the 
furuncle  threatens  to  make  its  appearance,  and  says  that,  by  persevering'  in 
this  treatment,  the  inflammatory  areola  is  prevented,  and  the  abortion  of  the 
boil  procured. 

Death  from  Chlorqfonn, — A  case  of  death  from  this  agent  has  recently 
occurred  at  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary.  The  patient  was  a  stout,  healthy  young 
man,  under  operation  for  stricture  of  the  urethra. 

Cod4iver  Oil. — It  is  said  that  the  nauseous  taste  of  this  medicine  may  be 
removed  by  chewing  and  swallowing  a  small  quantity  of  the  roe  of  a  smoked 
herring,  both  brfore  and  €fter  taking  the  oil.  A  piece  of  sardine  will  answer 
the  same  purpose. 


HABEIKD. 

On  Wednesday,  Nov.  23,  by  Rev.  John  S.  Inskip,  William  H.  Cltjssmah 
M.D.,  to  Miss  Tambr  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Close,  Esq.,  all  of  ihia 
City. 
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Cases  illustrating  Pulmonary  and  Pleural  Cancer.    By  John  T.  Met- 
CALFK,  M«  D.^  Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

I.  Case  of  Alveolar  (Colloid)  Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

Frederick  Harrold,  German,  a  butcher,  aged  5l,  entered  the  Hos- 
pital, March  12,  1 853,  complaining  of  a  troublesome  cough,  with  copious, 
dark,  and  offensive  expectoration.    Service  of  Dr.  A.  Clark. 

No  tendency  to  hereditary  disease  could  be  traced.  Up  to  two 
years  before  admission,  the  patient's  health  had  been  particularly  good. 
He  bad  gone  through  the  Mexican  war,  with  General  Scott's  army,  and 
had  fought  in  all  the  battles,  from  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  fall 
of  Mexico. 

He  dated  his  6rst  illness  to  the  spring  of  1851,  when  he  was  trou- 
bled with  pleurisy  in  the  left  side,  accompanied  with  a  hard  cough 
Of  this  he  considered  himself  well,  in  a  short  time  ;  but  observed  that 
he  had  never  since  been  free  from  rheumatic  pains  in  the  left  shoulder. 
In  January  last,  he  occupied  an  uncomfortable  apartment,  and  was 
much  exposed  to  cold  and  wet.  To  this  he  attributes  his  present  attack, 
which  came  on  with  pain  in  the  left  side,  cough,  and  expectoration  of 
the  kind  above  noted,  which  has  been  growing  more  abundant  of  late. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  wards  in  the  early  part  of  May,  I  was  told 
that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  gangrene  of  the  lung.  His  case 
had  been  examined  by  Dr.  Clark,  who  also  made  a  microscopic  exam« 
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ination  of  the  sputa,  without  being  able  to  detect,  at  the  time,  any  debris 
of  pulmonary  tissue. 

June  8.  The  cough  continues  to  be  harrassing.  The  sputa  have 
the  peculiar  odor  of  pulmonary  gangrene,  abundant  and  occasionally 
in  flakes  of  an  ash  color.  There  is  orthopnoea,  and  considerable  com- 
plaint is  made  of  a  sense  of  oppression  in  the  chest.  Appetite  very 
poor.  Aphonia  marked.  Respiration  21  in  the  minute.  Radial  aiteries 
calcified  and  rigid.     Bowels  generally  regular. 

To  get  relief  from  the  severe  paroxysms  of  cough,  free  use  has  been 
of  late  made  of  the  sulphate  of  morphia,  which  he  has  been  directed 
to  take  whenever  the  distress  was  unusually  great. 

The  physical  signs,  at  this  time,  showed  that  there  was  dullness  on 
the  left  side  of  the  chest,  below  the  level  of  the  angle  of  the  scapula, 
with  cavernous  respiration,  gurgling,  and  pectoriloquy.  On  the  right 
bide,  there  was  slight  infra-clavicular  dullness,  with  weak  inspiration  and 
prolonged  expiration. 

On  the  night  of  June  12,  the  patient  was  suddenly  taken  with  a 
very  severe  fit  of  dyspnoea,  accompanied  by  great  pain,  shortly  after 
which  he  died.  No  complaint  had  ever  been  made,  except  of  the  tho- 
racic symptoms  before  mentioned. 

Autopsy.     Fourteen  Iioura  after  death.   Body  pale  ;  emaciation  con- 
siderable ;  lower  extremities  oedema tous. 
Head.     Not  examined. 

Thorax,  The  right  lung,  free  from  adhesions  to  the  walls  of  the 
chest,  was  natural  in  size,  very  oedematous  and  crepitant  throughout. 
On  the  pleural  surface  there  whs  a  large  quantity  of  the  ordinary  black 
pigment,  with  a  few  fibrous  plates  not  longer  than  a  split  pea.  Bron- 
chial glands  of  this  side,  healthy.  Left  lung. — Natural  in  color  and 
adherent  by  firm  false  membranes  at  base  and  apex.  The  upper  lobe, 
excepting  much  oedema,  was  healthy.  The  middle  lobe  was  less  crepi- 
tant than  the  upper,  and  contained  a  few  nodules  of  hardened  tissue, 
about  the  size  of  hazel  nuts.  The  lower  lobe  was  but  slightly  crepitant. 
At  its  middle  posterior  point,  the  pulmonary  substance  was  nearly  solid, 
non-crepitating,  infiltrated  with  serum,  and  easily  torn.  A  rent  had  been 
made  in  it  at  this  part  in  removing  the  lung  from  the  chest.  Between 
the  fingers  it  was  easily  mashed  to  a  pulp.  In  the  center  of  this  lobe 
were  two  cavities,  one  capable  of  holding  eight  ounces,  the  other  com- 
municating with  the  first  at  its  upper  part,  and  about  one  third  its  size. 
The  large  excavation  communicated  superiorly  with  a  bronchial  tube  of 
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the  third  division,  and  inferiorly,  with  a  perforation  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  diaphragm,  not  quite  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  walls  of  the  cavities 
were  anfractuous,  generally.  In  some  parts  they  were  very  much  like 
a  fresh,  white  honey-comb ;  some  of  the  cells  of  which  were  filled  by 
a  matter  like  starch  paste,  whilst  in  other  the  contents  were  gelatinous 
in  appearance.  The  bronchial  glands  of  this  side  are  generally  enlarged, 
in  Sonne  instances  to  three  or  four  times  their  natural  size.  They  present, 
on  incision,  masses  of  the  starchy  material  referred  to,  imbedded  in  the 
black  pigment  matter  of  the  gland. 

Heart,  Right  side  a  good  deal  covered  with  fat.  Tissue  pale* 
Valves  healthy.     Weight  twelve  ounces. 

Abdomen.  The  transverse  colon  adherent  very  firmly  to  spleen  and 
left  wing  of  diaphragm.  The  intestine,  at  the  middle  of  this  wing, 
appears  to  enter  a  cavity,  about  the  size  of  a  billiard  ball,  formed  by  the 
spleen,  the  diaphragm,  the  antero-superior  part  of  the  left  kidney,  and 
the  colon  itself.  The  gut  is  nearly  entirely  destroyed  by  ulceration  at 
this  part.  The  cavity  mentioned  communicated  with  the  larger  pul- 
monary excavation  by  the  opening  in  the  diaphragm.  On  submerging 
the  lung  and  blowing  into  the  left  bronchus,  air  bubbles  up  freely  through 
the  colon. 

On  examining  the  large  intestine,  it  was  found  perfectly  healthy  in 
every  other  part. 

The  abdominal  organs,  with  the  exception  made,  were  healthy.  The 
left  kidney  was  pale,  and  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  compressed 
and  indurated  at  its  upper  portion. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  was  of  a  dark  bluish  color, 
from  venous  congestion.     The  vocal  cords  were  stiffened  and  thick. 

The  gelatinous  mass  was  examined  under  the  microscope,  and  pre- 
sented a  colorless  fluid  in  which  numerous  compound,  nucleated  cells 
were  floating ;  mother  cells  of  a  similar  kind  were  found  in  the  starchy 
material  mentioned,  and  in  the  bronchial  glands. 

It  so  happened  that  this  patient  was  very  often  shown  to  students  in 
order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  recognize  the  odor  which  was  re- 
garde  !  as  so  peculiarly  distinctive  of  gangrene  of  the  part  supposed  to 
be  diseased  in  his  case.  Certainly,  there  wiis  never  anything  approach- 
ing the  odor  of  faeces  in  his  breath  ;  and  yet  Valleix  says,  in  speaking 
of  some  observations  Louis  had  made  on  the  sputa  in  gangrene  of  the 
lung,  •*  Dans  quelques  cas,  il  existait  une  odeur  ires  forte,  de  matieres 
fecaleSj  et  Pautopsie  est  venue  prouver  que  la  lesion  du  poumon  ne  pre- 
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sentait  rien  qne  sortit  de  la  regie  commune."  Harrold's  colon  communi- 
cated with  the  mouth,  and  still  the  stercoral  character  of  the  breath  and 
expectoration  was  absent. 


ir.  Cancer  of  PleurcB,  with  same  Disease  in  Axillary^    Cervical,  and 
Bronchial  Glands, 

Samuel  Cleminger,  laborer,  aet.  60,  was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, June  3,  1853,  complaining  of  difficulty  of  breathing. 

Ho  represented  himself,  and  appeared  to  be,  a  man  of  temperate 
habits.  No  hereditary  predisposition  to  disease  could  be  made  out,  nor 
had  he  ever  felt  ill  enough  to  go  to  bed  until  January  of  the  present 
year,  when,  after  exposure  to  cold,  he  suffered  from  weakness  in  bis 
inferior  extremities  and  painful  swelling  of  the  left  leg.  This  laid  him 
up  for  six  weeks. 

In  February,  whilst  carrying  a  pedlar^s  pack,  on  Staten  Island,  dur- 
ing very  cold  and  wet  weather,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  violent 
pain,  '*  as  if  something  had  burst  inside,"  under  the  lower  part  of  the 
sternum,  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Succeeding  thid,  there  was  severe, 
sharp  pain  in  the  right  chest,  with  very  great  dyspnoea.  These  symp- 
toms lasted  for  a  week,  and  were  accompanied  by  a  dry  cough.  During 
this  time  he  was  obliged  to  sit  up,  in  order  to  breathe.  He  then  sought 
medical  aid,  and  was  relieved  of  the  roost  distressing  symptoms.  Since 
the  first  attack,  however,  he  has  always  found  that  bodily  exertion  will 
bring  on  the  pain  and  shortness  of  breath. 

On  admission,  he  was  considerably  emaciated — skin  yellowish,  waxy 
color ;  appetite  good  ;  bowels  regular ;  respiration  accelerated  ;  pulse 
06.     Lately,  he  has  had  somewhat  profuse  night  sweats. 

Physical  Styns,  Chest  symmetrica]  and  well  arched,  anteriorly. 
No  motion  of  intercostals  on  right  side.  External  jugular  veins  much 
distended,  but  without  regurgitant  pulsation.  Lymphatic  glands  (carotid 
and  axillary)  of  right  side  enlarged  and  hardened.  Dyspncea  consider- 
able.   No  impulse  of  heart  seen. 

Percussion  over  the  left  chest  was  resonant,  as  in  health,  both  ante- 
riorly and  posteriorly.  Over  right  chest,  complete  dullness  was  found, 
except  on  the  clavicle,  and  in  the  pos  tela  vie  ular  and  infraclavicular 
regions,  where  a  tubular  (tracheal)  sound  was  elicited. 

Auscultation.  Over  whole  of  left  side  puerile  inspiration;  no  pro- 
longed expiration  ;  voice  and  heart-sounds  normal ;  no  cardiac  impulse. 
On  right  side,  bronchial  respiration  and  buzzing  broncophony  ;  no  ves- 
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icular  IIlurm^^.  Heart-sounds  transmitted  with  great  clearness  to  whole 
of  this  side.     8emi-circumference  of  two  sides  of  the  chest,  the  same. 

On  account  of  the  peculiar  aspect  of  the  patient,  from  the  fact  that 
he  seemed  quite  clear  of  tuherculous  taint,  and  from  the  hard,  shot-like 
glands  in  the  carotid  and  axillary  regions,  I  was  induced  to  consider  the 
case  as  one  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  with  secondary  pleurisy.  After 
Cleminger's  entrance,  he  seemed  to  be  benefited  by  the  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  was  not  subjected  to  medicinal  treatment.  He  generally 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  comfortably,  and  spoke  of  his  expectation 
of  soon  being  able  to  resume  his  work. 

In  the  course  of  three  weeks,  it  was  observed  that  there  was  con- 
siderable oedema  of  right  arm  and  breast.  He  complained,  also,  occa- 
sionally, but  rarely,  of  pain  in  his  chest.  His  appetite,  however,  con- 
tinued good,  and  he  maintained  his  cheerful  disposition.  This  state 
continued  until  the  13th  of  July,  when  he  was  seized  with  sudden 
sharp  pain  in  the  right  infra-axillary  region.  Over  the  space  where  he 
felt  the  pain,  was  a  lai^e  reddish  spot,  the  size  of  a  man's  hand,  which 
seemed  to  be  a  simple  bloody  discoloration  of  the  skin,  and  was  painful 
on  pressure.  Since  the  first  note,  the  glands  referred  to  have  become 
larger  and  more  numerous.  So  great  is  the  anasarcous  tumefaction  of 
the  right  side,  anteriorly,  that  the  clavicle  can  scarcely  be  discerned. 
On  the  left  side,  this  bone  is  particularly  prominent  and  well  defined. 
Respiratory  movements  of  left  chest  exaggerated;  of  right,  absent. 
The  signs  furnished  by  auscultation  and  percussion,  the  same  as  already 
mentioned,  except  that  the  hollow  sound  in  the  clavicular  and  infra- 
clavicular regions  is  much  more  marked ;  and  in  the  latter  part,  the 
bronchial  respiration  and  broncophony  are  so  very  pronounced,  as  to  lead 
several  experienced  auscultators  to  the  belief  that  a  vomica  existed  under 
the  part  examined — the  history  of  the  case  not  being  known  to  them. 
The  patient  has  lost  flesh  considerably  since  admission.  No  febrile 
redaction,  although  the  pulse  is  quick. 

For  the  pain,  a  plaster  of  extract  of  belladonna  was  prescribed,  and 
a  liniment  ordered  to  be  rubbed  over  the  swelled  part  of  the  chest. 

July  15.  The  pain  quite  relieved ;  considerable  dimioution  of  the 
tumefaction.    Says  he  is  improving  very  fast. 

July  17.  Expresses  himself  as  being  **  well  and  hearty."  The 
cedema  has  entirely  subsided.  Aneurism  of  aorta,  which  had  been  su^r. 
gested,  carefully  examined  for,  but  no  signs  of  cardiac  or  vascular  dis- 
ease recognized.    Says  that,  for  a  day  or  two,  his  voice  has  suddenly,  at 
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times,  and  for  a  few  moments,  become  '*  whistlj."  Notwithstandiog 
his  opiDion  of  bis  own  state,  there  is  no  real  amendment.  The  emaci- 
ation and  dyspnoea  are  more  marked  than  ever. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  July,  after  having  expressed  to  the 
orderly  of  the  ward  how  very  much  he  had  improved  of  late,  Cleminger 
walked  out  into  the  court-yard,  where  he  was  at  once  taken  with  one  of 
his  whUiling  turns ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  died,  by  apncea. 

Autopsy.  Twenty-tiDO  hours  after  death.  Weather  temperate. 
Surface  of  body  generally  pale  ;  depending  portions,  livid.  No 
oedema. 

Head.  Membranes  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  somewhat  unusual 
turgescence  of  vessels  of  pia  mater.  Above  the  left  wing  of  the 
sphenoid  bone,  was  a  hard,  fibrous  tumor,  as  large  as  half  an  English 
walnut,  firmly  attached  to  the  dura  mater,  from  which  it  seemed  to  ori- 
ginate. This  tumor  had  produced  a  slight  depression  of  the  left  hem- 
isphere, at  the  corresponding  part.  About  one  ounce  of  limpid  serum 
in  the  ventricles.     Brain  healthy. 

Thorax,  The  left  lung  healthy.  The  heart  small,  loaded  with  fat 
and  flabby.  The  aorta,  carefully  traced  from  the  heart  to  the  dia- 
phragm, was  found  to  have  several  small  ulcerations,  involving  the  two 
inner  tunics,  but  no  rupture  of  all  its  coats  existed,  at  any  point.  The 
right  pleural  sac  contained  sixty-six  ounces  of  clear  serum,  as  first  seen* 
In  removing  this  with  a  sponge,  it  became  bloody,  apparently  from  dis- 
turbing some  false  membranes  of  recent  formation,  which  existed  at  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  pleural  cavity,  and  which  presented  all  the  char- 
acters of  hemorrhagic  pleuritis.  No  rupture  of  an  intercostal  artery 
could  be  made  out. 

The  right  lung  (having  only  two  lobes)  was  much  compressed  by 
the  pleuritic  fluid.  It  measured  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  four 
inches  in  width,  and  three  inches  in  thickness.  Its  tissue  was  not  very 
hard,  somewhat  elastic,  and  contained  no  abnormal  deposit.  Lining  the 
whole  of  the  right  pleural  sac  and  lung,  was  found  a  white,  hard,  honey- 
combed material,  varying  in  thickness  from  a  line  at  the  upper  portion 
of  the  lung,  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  at  the  junction  of  the  costal  and 
diaphragmatic  pleurae.  Nearly  all  the  bronchial  glands  were  enlarged, 
and  contained  calcareous  matter  mixed  with  black  pigment.  A  few 
were  softer,  and  presented  a  brain-like  section. 

The  epiglottis  was  healthy.  Very  considerable  oedema  of  the  ary- 
tce:io-epi<^Iottic    folds.     Lining   membrane  of    trachea   at   bifurcation 
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mottled,  red  and  white.  Much  congestion  of  right  bronchus,  which  was 
flattened,  and  did  not  extend  more  than  an  inch  and  a  half  inlo  the 
lungs,  when  the  tubes  became  obliterated  by  pressure. 

The  glands  of  the  neck  and  axilla  were  strikingly  like  oncephaloid 
matter  on  section,  and  presented,  under  the  microscope,  large  numbers 
of  compound  mother  cells  of  cancer.  The  juice  squeezed  from  several 
sections  of  the  deposit,  on  the  right  lung  and  pleura  costalis,  was  filled 
with  similar  cells. 

In  this  case,  I  presume  that  the  suddenly  fatal  issue  was  due  to  the 
closure  of  the  already  oedematous  glottis  by  spasmodic  action  of  its 
muscles.  The  patient  had  observed  that  the  attacks  of  stridulous 
breatbing  had  been  accompanied  by  dyspnoea ;  but,  previously  to  the 
last  one,  there  had  been  no  apncea,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  difficulty 
of  speech  and  breathing  would  disappear. 

III. — Cancer  of  Pleura,  Lung,  Lymphatic  Glands,  and  Pancreas, 

Rosa  Commeskey,  act.  40,  a  domestic  servant,  was  admitted  to  Belle- 
yue  Hospital,  September  Ist,  1853.  Habits  temperate.  No  hereditary 
tendency  to  disease.  Her  health  has  been  remarkably  good,  until  last 
April,  when,  after  exposure  to  rain  whilst  washing  clothes,  she  took  cold, 
and  was  troubled  with  a  cough.  At  first  the  cough  was  hard  and  dry, 
bat  in  a  short  time  was  accompanied  by  white,  tenacious  mucus,  which 
has  never  been  abundant.  At  no  time  has  there  been  a  trace  of  blood 
with  it.  Since  the  commencement  of  her  illness,  she  has  emaciated  great- 
ly. Her  appetite  has  left  her,  and  her  strength  has  nearly  failed.  Up 
to  within  the  past  two  months,  her  catamenia  continued  as  usual  in  health. 
Since  that  time  they  have  been  Absent.  Usually  the  bowels  have  been 
regnlar.  Of  late,  she  has  suffered  from  diarrhoea,  and  from  profuse  night 
sweats.     Difficulty  of  bre^ithing  has  distressed  her  constantly. 

On  admission,  the  following  note  was  made :  Emaciation  marked* 
Dyspnoea  urgent ;  nails  adunque ;  red  line  around  margin  of  gums  un- 
usually distinct.  Lower  extremities  oedematous  (have  been  so  before 
but  not  so  much  as  at  present).  Complains  of  stitches  of  pain  in  chest, 
especially  in  right  side,  of  palpitation,  of  weakness  of  loins.  Obliged  to 
sit  up  almost  constantly  to  get  breath  ;  coughs  a  great  deal,  especially 
at  night.  Expectoration  whitish,  viscid,  scanty.  Pulse  88,  small,  in- 
termittent.    Respiration  52. 

Sept.  8.  Examined  by  Dr.  T.  F.  Cock.  Countenance  anxious; 
tongue  clean.     On  right  side  of  the  neck  is  an  irregular  tumor,  situated 
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beneath  the  sterDo-mastoid  muscle,  aad  extending  from  the  trachea  to 
the  right  edge  of  the  trapezius.  To  this  tumor  pulsations  are  commu- 
nicated from  the  carotid  artery.  On  the  left  side  of  the  neck  is  a  growth 
somewhat  smaller  than  that  just  descnbed,  and  occupying  very  nearly 
a  similar  position.  These  tumors  are  hard,  firmly  fixed,  and  not  painful 
to  the  touch.  Smaller  ones  are  found  in  each  axilla,  anJ  below  the  right 
clavicle. 

The  right  mamma  is  normal  in  size  and  to  the  touch.  The  left  is 
longer  than  natural,  and  has  some  circumscribed  hardness  at  its  supe- 
rior portion.  The  right  side  of  the  chest  presented  nothing  more  than 
puerile  breathing  and  healthy  percussion.  Over  the  left  side  percussion 
was  very  dull  below  the  third  rib,  anteriorly.  Above  this,  the  respira- 
tion was  harsh  and  noisy.  Below,  there  was  feeble  respiration  sound, 
and  occasional  sub-crepitant  rhonchus. 

Her  death  took  place  on  the  third  of  September,  by  apnoea. 

Autopsy.  Twelve  hours  after  death.  Weather  temperate.  Emaci- 
ation considerable.  Body  pale,  slight  lividity  about  the  neck,  the 
lymphatic  glands  of  which  are  hard,  large  and  matted  together.  On 
the  right  side  there  is  one  as  large  as  a  myrtle  orange.  On  the  left,  one 
about  half  the  suse. 

Thorax,  Sternum  firmly  adherent  to  left  lung  and  pericardium.  One 
inch  above  xyphoid  cartilage,  is  an  elevation  involving  sternal  extremities 
of  left  ribs  at  this  point.  This  tumor  is  nearly  an  inch  in  thickness  and 
consists  of  whitish,  brain-like  matter.  The  left  lung  is  universally  adhe- 
rent to  costal  walls  by  old,  thick,  false  membranes,  in  which  are  depos- 
ited many  hard,  white  bodies,  as  large  as  buckshot.  The  tissue  of  the 
Inng  contains  very  little  air,  except  at  its  upper  part;  the  lower  portions 
seem  to  have  undergone  camification.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper 
lobe,  is  a  hard,  whitish,  scirrhous  mass,  as  large  as  the  end  of  the  little 
finger.  With  this  exception,  and  that  of  being  (edematous,  the  lung 
tissue  contains  nothing  abnormal.  The  right  lung  universally  adherent 
to  chest  walls.  Tissue  healthy ;  no  deposits  in  false  membranes. 
Bronchial  glands  hard  and  enlarged;  some,  on  section,  resemble  white 
cheese,  and  others  brain.  Over  pericardium  the  •false  membrane  and 
biain-like  matter  are  particularly  evident. 

Heart  Normal  in  size  and  apparently  healthy.  Pericarditis  uni- 
versal, without  adhesion  of  inflamed  layers. 

Abdomen,  The  lymphatic  lumbar  glands,  and  those  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach,  are  similar  in  appearance  to  those 
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of  the  chest.  The  large  extremity  of  the  pancreas  has  become  a  scir- 
riious  tumor,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter.  Along  the  lesser 
curvature  of  the  stomach  is  a  chain  of  small,  hard,  whitish  bodies,  vary- 
ing from  a  sixUi  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

Liver.  Weighs  8lb.  lloz.  Slightly  fatty.  On  upper  surface,  one 
inch  to  right  of  sulcus,  is  a  hard,  whitish  tubercle,  the  size  of  a  filbert. 
At  middle  of  anterior  edge  of  right  lobe  is  another,  similar  to  the  first, 
but  redder  in  color.  Many  oi^sucli  tubercles  are  found  on  the  under 
surface  of  left  lobe.     Other  organs  healthy. 

Owing  to  circumstances,  the  preparations  in  this  case  were  never  sub- 
jected to  proper  microscopic  examinations ;  they  were  seen  by  several 
members  of  the  Pathological  Society,  by  no  one  of  whom  was  any 
doubt  entertained  as  to  the  cancero\is  nature  of  the  disease. 

I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
BxtracUfram  the  Minutes.     By  Samubl  A.  Puroy,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Stated  meeting  at  the  University,  December  7,  1853.  President, 
Isaac  Wood,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair.  Forty-five  members  present  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Commit' 
tee  on  Admissions  reported,  and  recommended  the  following  gentlemen 
for  resident  fellowship,  viz:  Dr.  Ernest  Krackowitzer^  of  Williamsburgh, 

riduate  of  the  University  of  Vienna,  Austria,  1847 — proposed  by  Drs. 
H.  Borrowe  and  E.  Schilling. 

The  testimonials  of  the  following  gentlemen  were  examined  and  their 
nomination  lies  over,  by  the  rules  of  the  Academy  :  Dr.  B.  Fordyce 
Barker,  Dr.  John  S.  Tuttle,  Dr.  David  Uhl,  Dr.  Waldeman  Von  Roth, 
Dr.  Robt.  A.  Bary,  and  Dr.  George  Benedict.  The  Academy  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  Dr.  Krackowitzer,  and  he  was  unanimously  elected 
a  resident  fellow. 

^eCommittee  on  Finance  reported  bills,  amounting  to  |120  63,  which, 
on  motion,  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy  to  re- 
port upon  the  Medicines  and  Surgical  Instruments  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
reported  progress. 

The  President  announced  that  discussions  on  the  reading  of  papers 
would  now  be  in  order.  And  the  Academy  proceeded  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  Poisonifig  by  Lead.  Dr.  J.  M.  Smith  introduced  the  dis- 
cussion, as  chairman  of  the  Committee  which  recommended  the  subject 
for  the  Academy's  consideration.     The  Committee  bad  recommended 
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the  subject,  from  its  importance  and  the  interest  which  it  has  eicited 
in  the  community,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  experiments  of 
Prof.  Ellet.  Dr.  Smith  stated  that  these  experiments  were  made  with 
great  care,  and  rendered  the  subject  of  great  importance.  He  would 
propose  the  manner  in  which  he  thought  the  subject  could  be  most 
profitably  discussed. 

1st  What  form  of  lead  constitutes  the  poison  ?  Is  it  the  carbooatei 
and  that  exclusively — or  the  bicarbonate  ?  or  is  it  the  acetate  ]  The 
carbonate  and  bicarbonate  are  found  in  the  water  now  used  daily  ;  and 
it  is  a  question  of  importance,  whether  there  is  enough  in  the  water  to 
poison  those  who  use  it  If  present,  how  long  will  it  take  to  produce 
its  deleterious  effects  upon  the  system  ? 

2d.  In  what  way  does  it  affect  the  system.  Is  it  colic  ?  paralysis? 
Does   it  affect  the  ganglionic  system   or   the  cerebro-spinal  system? 

2)d.  Its  treatment.  If  it  is  a  poison,  how  is  it  to  be  eliminated  ? 
where  is  it  deposited  ?  in  the  nervous  or  muscular  tissue  ?  Are  there 
any  means  by  which  the  system  can  be  rid  of  this  poison  ?  What  will 
relieve  the  colic  "l  In  what  order  do  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  man- 
ifest themselves  ?  We  are  indebted  to  M.  Melsens  for  the  best  plan  of 
treatment.  It  is  well  settled  that  in  hydriodate  of  potassa  we  have  one 
of  the  best  remedies  for  saturnine  paralysis  ;  it  acts  by  eliminating  the 
poison,  rendering  it  soluble,  and  causing  it  to  be  carried  out  of  the  sys- 
tem by  the  proper  emunctories.  It  has  been  tried  in  the  N.  Y.Hospital 
with  great  success  in  all  the  forms  in  which  poisoning  by  lead  manifests 
itself.  Dr.  Smith  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Dr.  Swift,  of  the  N.  Y. 
Hospital,  as  follows ; — *'  There  have  been  28  cases  of  lead  disease 
treated  in  the  N.  York  Hospital,  since  the  Ist  of  April,  1853,  by  Mel- 
sens' treatment  of  iodide  of  potassium:  10  of  these  have  been  dis- 
charged ;  4  still  remain  in  the  house,  and  are  gradually  improving  under 
this  treatment.  Of  the  19  cases,  10  were  colic  ;  1  colic  and  arthralgia; 
8  had  drop  wrist ;  and  in  4  the  paralysis  was  general.  Five  of  the 
patients  were  painters ;  five  had  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of  lead 
from  sleeping  in  newly-painted  apartments ;  two  were  gas-fitters,  and 
attributed  the  attack  to  a  cement  used  in  making  joints,  containing  car* 
bonate  of  lead.  In  six,  the  cause  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  blue 
line  was  present  in  all  at  the  time  of  admission,  with  the  exception  of  one ; 
in  this  case  the  disease  was  not  recognized  until  he  had  been  under 
treatment  He  complained  of  constipation,  and  vague  neuralgic  pains 
throughout  the  body,  not  sufficiently  definitCt  however,  to  arrive  at  any 
satisfactory  diagnosis.  He  had  had  primary  syphilis  several  years  be- 
fore. After  continuing  the  iodide  of  potassium  for  a  few  days,  a  well- 
marked  blue  line  appeared  on  both  gums,  and  lead  was  found  in  the 
urine.  Lead  was  detected  in  the  urine  and  saliva  in  twelve  cases — none 
was  found  before  the  use  of  the  iodide.  The  dose  of  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassium was  ^Ye  grains  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increased  to  3i  in 
24  hours.  This  was  the  maximum  dose.  One  patient  was  under  this 
treatment  for  six  months — one,  five  and  a  half  months,  and  one  now  in 
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(he  house  four  months,  and  is  gradually  improving — sixteen  were  cured, 
and  three  were  decidedly  relieved." 

Dr.  Chiscom  made  some  remarks  on  the  paper  read  hy  Dr.  Smith : 
one  of  the  cases,  he  believed,  could  be  traced  to  drinking  water  from  a 
lead  pipe,  though  the  other  cases  in  the  paper  could  not  be  traced  to 
such  a  source. 

Dr.  Detmold  inquired  whether  in  those  cities  which  had  been  sup- 
plied with  water  through  lead  pipes  for  a  longer  period  than  New  York 
had,  statistics  showed  the  effects  of  lead  poisoning.  He  supposed  that 
the  purity  of  the  Croton  water  was  a  protection  against  lead. 

Dr.  Jenkins  remarked,  that  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  in  1847, 
eleven  cases  of  lead  poisoning  were  observed  from  drinking  the  water 
through  lead  pipes. 

Dr.  J.  M,  Smith  observed  that  impure  water  is  less  likely  to  produce 
iDJurioos  effects  than  pure  water. 

Dr.  Horace  Green  referred  to  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Christison,  of 
Edinburgh,  who  ascertained  that  the  purer  the  water  the  more  likely  it 
was  to  prove  injurious.  He  examined  water  which  was  pure  at  its  ori- 
gin, and  yet  was  found  to  contain  lead  after  passing  through  a  mile  of 
lead  pipe.  Water  shut  up  in  a  lead  pipe  for  some  length  of  time  caused 
crystals  of  carbonate  of  lead  to  be  deposited  on  the  pipe,  which  afforded 
a  protection  against  the  influence  of  lead  from  further  decomposition. 
Protection  can  be  secured  by  retaining  some  water  in  the  lead  pipe,  im- 
pregnated with  a  little  phosphate  of  Time.  Water  containing  sulphate 
and  carbonate  would  be  protected,  but  that  containing  chlorides  would 
not.  If  we  put  a  piece  of  bright  lead  in  water  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  it  remains  bright,  it  will  not  produce  poisonous  effects ;  and  the  re- 
verse is  also  true.  How  does  lead  poison  ?  Experiments  have  proved 
that  it  is  difficult  to  produce  poisoning  by  taking  lead  into  the  stomach. 
Paralysis  seldom  occurs  as  a  primary  symptom  of  lead  poisoning.  Colic 
and  some  other  symptoms  are  first  produced. 

Dr.  Gardner  stated  that  a  portion  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  a  part 
of  New  England,  where  nearly  all  the  water  used  by  the  inhabitants 
passed  through  lead  pipes  for  a  long  distance.  He  never  heard  of  a 
case  of  lead  colic,  or  any  other  symptom  of  lead  poisoning.  In  a  paper 
published  by  himself  five  years  ago,  he  related  several  cases,  occurring 
in  men  engaged  in  manufacturing  copper  faucets,  for  the  use  of  Croton 
water.  Great  care  was  used  to  keep  the  hands  from  the  metal,  and  the 
quantity  of  lead  used  was  very  small ;  yet  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
colica  pictonum,  and  other  effects  of  lead  poisoning  occurred.  Some  per- 
sons are  more  susceptible  than  others.  In  giving  acetate  of  lend,  one 
hundred  persons  may  take  it  with  impunity,  yet  a  case  occasionally  oc- 
curs where  it  produces  its  peculiar  effects.  The  investigations  heretofbre 
have  been  made  in  the  wrong  direction.  It  has  been  sought  to  collect 
cases  to  prove  an  idea,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with  care 
the  real  cause  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked,  that  it  had  been  proved  that  lead  is  less  poi- 
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Bonous  vhen  taken  into  the  stomach.  Those  most  liable  to  lead  disease, 
as  painters,  are  not  affected  in  this  way  but  through  the  respiratory 
organs.  It  is  in  thb  way  that  a  small  quantity  of  lead  will  produce  its 
effects,  as  in  gas  fitters,  where  the  quantity  used  is  very  small,  but  in 
the  form  of  vapor  from  the  use  of  the  blow-pipe. 

Dr.  Van  Kleek  asked  whether  there  were  more  cases  of  lead  dis- 
ease now  in  this  city,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Croton  water. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Smith  stated,  that  in  the  cases  related  in  the  paper  read 
by  him,  not  one  was  owing  to  drinking  Croton  water.  One  of  the  worst 
cases  was  in  a  musician,  who  was  accustomed  to  perform  in  saloons 
some  of  which  had  been  recently  painted. 

Dr.  Beadle  remarked,  that  the  experience  of  other  cities,  where  lead 
pipes  had  been  used  for  a  long  time,  would  go  far  to  settle  this  question. 
In  Philadelphia,  where  lead  pipes  have  been  in  use  for  a  longtime,  these 
diseases  have  not  occurred  more  than  in  this  city  :  so  also  in  London. 

Dr.  Dttmold  observed,  that  the  French  government  had  forbid 
the  use  of  lead  paint ;  but  he  did  not  know  of  any  government  that  had 
taken  the  same  ground  in  reference  to  lead  pipes. 

Dr.  Hensehd  inquired,  if  a  certain  predisposition  is  not  necessary 
to  become  mfluenced  by  lead :  he  thought  dissipated  persons  were  more 
liable  to  be  affected  than  others.  A  great  many  are  exposed,  but  few 
are  brought  under  its  influence.  Once  brought  under  the  influence  of 
lead,  the  system  is  more  liable  to  a  recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Hubbard  stated,  that  a  patient  of  his  had  three  attacks  of  lead 
colic,  within  a  short  period.  He  had  used  the  iodide  of  potassium  with 
success  in  all  the  forms  of  lead  disease. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked,  that  the  lead  remains  for  a  long  time  dor- 
mant in  the  system,  before  its  effects  are  seen. 

Dr.  J,  M.  Smith  viewed  the  introduction  of  the  hydriodate  of  pot- 
assa  as  an  era  in  the  treatment  of  lead  disease.  Other  remedies  will 
relieve  the  symptoms,  as  strychnine,  narcotics,  &c. ;  but  for  a  permanent 
cure  the  lead  must  be  eliminated  from  the  system ;  that  the  hydriodate 
of  potassa  does  this,  is  absolutely  proved  by  lead  being  found  in  the 
secretions. 

Dr.  H,  Green  remarked,  that  all  who  have  paid  attention  to  this 
subject  state  that  inhalation  of  lead  is  more  powerful  in  producing 
disease  than  exposure  in  any  other  way.  In  a  large  factory  near  Paris, 
where  there  is  a  great  ^quantity  of  lead  fume  disengaged,  the  work- 
men do  not  pass  sixty  days  without  an  attack  of  colic.  The  Boaall 
quantity  of  lead  in  our  water  gives  rise  to  no  danger. 

Dr.  Griscom  remarked,  that  the  question  whether  absorption  takes 
place  through  the  diffesUve  organs,  ought  to  be  further  investigated. 
Though  he  has  no  evidence  that  it  does,  yet  it  may  be  the  case.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  principal  mode  by  which  lead  produces  its  effects, 
is  that  of  inhalation ;  but  the  question  is  not  settled  that  water  passing 
through  lead  pipes  will  not  produce  disease.    No  doubt,  lead  is  discov- 
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ered  in  the  water  in  these  pipes,  and  it  may  affect  the  system  throngh 
the  digestive  apparatus.  A  case  occurred,  where  no  other  cause  could 
be  assigned  than  drinking.  It  was  the  case  of  an  omnibus  driver,  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  beer  from  a  fountain  early  in  the  morning, 
after  the  beer  had  remained  in  the  pipes  all  night.  He  would  also  relate 
the  case  of  a  lady  residing  in  New  Jersey,  whose  house  was  supplied 
with  water  from  two  sources — one  through  an  iron  pipe,  and  the  other 
through  a  lead  pipe.  In  some  seasons,  it  was  more  convenient  to  use 
the  water  from  the  lead  pipe.  During  those  seasons,  she  was  subject 
to  partial  paralysis.  Suspecting  the  cause  of  the  disease,  she  ceased 
using  the  water  from  the  lead  pipes,  and  the  disease  disappeared.  He 
stated  these  cases  to  show  that  the  question  was  not  yet  settled. 

Dr.  Reete  remarked,  that  lead  diseases  are  not  new :  colica  picto- 
uum  is  as  old  as  Boerhaave.  For  several  years  past  it  has  been  taught 
from  various  sources,  that  lead  diseases  are  produced  by  drinking  water 
from  lead  pipes.  Lead  disease  is  as  old  as  medicine  itself.  Colica 
pictonum  is  rarely  produced  by  the  internal  use  of  lead.  He  has 
known  almost  incredible  doses  of  acetate  of  lead  given  in  hemorrhage, 
and  he  hns  not  known  one  single  case  of  lead  dibease  produced  by  it. 
The  experience  has  been  the  same  in  cholera.  The  exterual  use  of  lead 
will  give  rise  to  severe  lead  symptoms.  He  knew  a  case,  where  a  bum 
on  a  child  was  treated  with  the  acetate  of  lead  ;  general  paralysis  and 
death  was  the  consequence.  In  colica  pictonum,  the  lead  always  pro- 
duces its  effects  by  inhalation.  In  a  manufactory  where  he  was  in  at- 
tendance, the  lead  was  volatilized,  and  lead  disease  prevailed  ;  but  he 
does  not  know  of  a  case  produced  by  drinking  water  from  lead  pipes. 
The  finding  of  lead  in  tbe  water  does  not  demonstrate  that  it  is  the  cause 
of  disease.  In  the  case  of  the  omnibus  driver,  related  by  Dr.  Griscom, 
the  acid  of  the  beer  acting  upon  the  lead  pipe,  will  account  for  the  ef- 
fects produced.  At  the  ordinary  temperature,  water  passing  through 
XtBiA  pipes  cannot  act  chemically  upon  the  lead  of  those  pipes.  In  or- 
der to  account  for  the  effects,  chemists  have  said,  that  it  is  necessary 
that  the  water  should  remain  for  a  time  in  the  pipe.  If  a  minute  is 
made  of  this  discussion,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  stated,  that  it  is  by 
inhalation,  and  through  the  cutaneous  surface,  that  lead  produces  its 
effects,  and  very  rarely  by  drinking  water  from  lead  pipes.  No  doubt, 
a  predisposition  goes  a  great  way  towards  developing  the  disease.  In 
the  factory  referred  to  by  him,  all  who  were  temperate  escaped.  It  is 
important  that  the  question  should  be  settled.  Some  go  so  far  as  to 
drink  nothing  but  pounded  ice,  instead  of  Croton  water. 

Dt,  T.  Cock  thought  the  question  whether  poisonous  effects  followed 
the  use  of  Croton  water,  ought  to  be  easily  settled.  There  are  many 
gentlemen  present  who  have  practiced  before  and  since  the  introduction 
of  Croton  water  in  the  city.  He  saw  colica  pictonum  before,  and  he 
has  not  seen  any  increase  since.  He  is  not  persuaded  that  we  are 
drinking  large  quantities  of  lead.  Still  the  disease  may  be  produced 
by  the  internal  use  of  lead.  There  was  a  man,  who  called  himself  an 
Indian  doctor,  in  whose  medicines  there   was  a  preparation  of  lead. 
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Colic  and  other  symptoms  often  followed  the  use  of  his  medicines.     No 
doubt,  the  principal  mode  of  poisoning  is  by  inhalation. 

Dr.  Deimold  inquired  of  those  connected  with  eye  infirmaries,  wheth- 
er the  iodide  of  potassium  would  remove  those  opacities  on  the  cornea 
produced  by  the  use  of  au  acetate  of  lead  wash,  in  cases  of  ulceration  of 
the  cornea. 

Dr.  Warren  remarked  that  it  was  clearly  proved  that  lead  exists  in 
Croton  water ;  though  he  believed  that  it  was  by  inhalation,  and  also 
through  the  cutaneous  surface  that,  the  poison  principally  acted.  His 
object  in  rising  was  to  relate  his  own  case.  About  a  year  ago,  he  had 
an  attack  of  dysentery  ;  upon  convalescing,  he  had  an  insatiable  thirst, 
and  drank  large  quantities  of  Croton  water.  Hearing  of  Professor 
£llet*s  experiments,  he  was  fearful  that  the  water  might  injure  him, 
especially  as  he  used  such  large  quantities  of  iL  He  had  increased  peri* 
Btaltic  action,  with  pain;  partial  paralysis;  pain  in  the  sciatic  nerTe. 
He  finally  became  so  enfeebled  that  he  went  into  the  country.  He  drank 
but  little  water,  but  principally  used  for  a  beverage  a  beer  prepared 
from  com.  He  soon  improved — no  doubt,  change  of  air,  scene,  &c.  did 
a  great  deal  of  good,  but  the  unpleasant  symptoms  described  disap- 
peared. He  now  has  some  sciatic  pain — drinks  but  little  water.  He  has 
doubts,  however,  whether  there  is  sufficient  lead  in  the  Croton  water 
to  do  harm.  t 

Dr.  J,  M.  Smith  remarked,  that  large  doses  of  the  acetate  of  lead 
had  been  used  in  various  diseases  ;  and  he  thought  that  where  it  ap- 
peared to  produce  injurious  effects,  it  was  owing  to  chemical  change  oc- 
curring, so  that  the  acetate  was  changed  to  the  carbonate  of  lead.  If 
acetate  of  lead  be  exposed  to  the  air,  this  change  will  occur  ;  and  tboee 
who  use  it,  may  not  be  sufficiently  cautious.  Other  acetates  are  affected 
similarly. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beadle,  the  further  discussion  of  this  subject  was 
postponed  to  the  meeting  in  February,  1854. 

On  motion,  the  Academy  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  officers  for 
the  year  1854. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  : — 

For  President — Drs.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  J.  C.  Bliss,  E.  L.  Beadle, 
Willard  Parker,  J.  O.  Pond,  Isaac  Wood,  John  W.  Francis,  J.  P. 
Batchelder.  For  Vice-Presidents — James  Anderson,  J.  H.  Griacom, 
Detmold,  Beadle,  Pond,  Batchelder,  H.  Green,  T.  Cock,  Warren, 
Joel  Foster,  J.  O.  Stone.  W.  Parker.  For  Recording  Secretary — 
Samuel  A.  Purdy.  For  Treasurer — J.  0.  Pond.  For  Assistant- Secre- 
tary— Drs.  Stimson,  Samuel  Hall.  For  Foreign  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary— S.  C.  Foster.  For  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary — S.  T. 
Hubbard.  For  Librarian — T.  F.  Cock.  For  Orator — J,  H.  Griscom, 
Pliny  Earle,  H.  Green,  G.  Buck. 

Dr,  J.  M.  Smith  offered  the  following  motion  : — 

Resolved^ — That  the  President,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  Acad- 
emy to  be  elected,  be  a  Committee  to  appoint  the  various  Committees 
of  the  Academy. — Carried. 
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On  motion,  the  Trustees  now  in  office  were  re-nominated  for  the  ensu* 
ing  year. 

Dr.  Van  Kleek  offered  the  following  motion  : — 

Resolved, — That  of  the  second  part  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Acad- 
emy,  just  published,  there  be  a  copy  sent  to  each  medical  journal  in  the 
country,  and  that  150  copies  be  apportioned  to  the  author. — CaiTied. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^ — That  the  Committee  of  Officers  appoint  the  delegates  to 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  also  to  the  State  Medical 
Society. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes,   By  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.D.,  Secretary 

Dr.  Van  Buren  related  a  case  of  congenital  syphilis,  presenting  un- 
usual tertiary  symptoms.  The  patient  was  a  child,  14  months  old,  not 
yet  weaned,  and  well  nourished.  There  was  a  large  periosteal  tumur  in 
the  right  temporal  region,  and  another  upon  the  left  ulna  ;  painless,  in- 
dolent swelling  of  both  testicles ;  great  muscular  weakness,  and  entire 
inability  to  support  the  weight  of  the  body  on  the  lower  extremities. 
These  symptoms  had  commenced  three  months  before.  The  child  had 
been  born  perfectly  well ;  and  when  about  three  weeks  old,  broke  out 
with  papular  eruption,  with  successive  pustules,  and  with  ulcers  at  the 
angles  of  the  eyes,  mouth,  and  nose,  preceded  by  snuffling  and  inability 
to  nurse. 

These   symptoms  were  treated   by  another    physician,  with  grey 

g>wders;  and  when  three  months  old,  the  child  was  apparently  well, 
e  continued  well  until  the  tenth  month,  when  the  present  symptoms 
appeared,  as  already  stated.  The  parents  of  the  child  have  been  mar- 
ried fifteen  years.  The  father  is  a  drinking  man ;  confesses  to  have  had 
primary  symptoms  before  marriage,  and  has  suffered  much,  and  fre- 
quently, from  rheumatism  and  eruptions  of  the  skin  since,  and  has  the 
latter  at  present.  The  mother  is  not  aware  that  she  ever  had  primary 
symptoms,  and  has  had  no  recognized  secondaries,  except  nocturnal 
rheumatic  pairs,  from  which  she  still  suffers. 

They  have  had  four  children  before  the  present  one,  and  all  of  them 
had  well-marked  eruptions  and  muscular  weakness.  They  all  died,  at 
ages  varying  from  three  to  fifteen  months.  This  patient  has  been, 
and  is  taking  iodide  of  potassium,  and  the  symptoms  are  all  improving. 

Dr.  Bulkley,  who  had  also  seen  the  case,  said  he  hnd  ascertained  that 
when  the  child  was  ten  months  old,  it  accidentally  struck  its  head 
against  the  mother's  tooth,  and  the  node  appeared  very  soon  after. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  related  the  case  as  one  of  well-marked  tertiary 
syphilis  in  the  infant,  inherited  from  the  parents ;  the  tertiary  symptoms 
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having  been  preceded  by  equally  well-marked  secondaries  at  the  usual 
period.  Nodes  are  amongst  the  rarest  symptoms  of  infantile  syphilis ; 
and  the  specific  enlargement  of  the  testicle  he  thought  was  a  symptom 
entirely  unique,  as  he  had  been  unable  to  find  any  mention  of  it  in  the 
works  he  had  consulted,  and  no  physician  with  whom  he  had  conversed 
had  ever  seen  such  a  case,  though  Dr.  Buckley  had  remarked  to  him 
that  he  had  met  with  one  case  of  diseased  periosteum  and  bone. 

Dr.  WaUon  said  he  had  also  seen  one  case  of  syphilitic  nodes,  in  the 
infant.  He  thought  the  latest  horn  children  were  usually  less  affected  by 
congenital  syphilis  than  those  born  earlier.  He  said  in  the  family  referred 
to  by  Dr.  Van  Buren,  there  had  been  five  children,  and  each  one  had 
lived  longer  than  the  previous  one.  He  recollected  to  have  heard  Dr. 
Rodgers  say,  several  years  ago,  that  he  had  never  seen  a  case  of  syphilitic 
disease  of  the  testis  in  the  infant.  He,  (Dr.  W.)  however,  had  seen 
such  cases  in  the  adult. 

Dr.  Markoe  also  said  he  recollected  having  seen  syphilitic  disease  of 
the  testis  in  the  adult,  while  he  was  resident  at  the  Hospital. 

Dr.  Bulkley  said  he  had  observed  the  same  tendency  to  '*  wearing  out*' 
of  syphilis,  as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Watson. 

Dr.  Van  Buren^  with  reference  to  the  syphilitic  disease  of  the  testis, 
said,  that  in  the  adult,  he  had  seen  about  a  dozen  cases  within  the  last 
year,  some  of  which  had  been  mistaken  for  hydrocele,  others  had  been  re- 
cognized as  syphilitic,  though  he  had  found  them  all  complicated  with 
hydrocele;  and  that  under  treatment,  the  two  diseases  diminished  to- 
gether. He  thought  better  success  was  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
iodide  of  potassium  than  of  mercury,  and  that  the  complicated  cases 
should  be  treated  medically,  before  a  resort  to  operative  measures.  He 
had  noticed  also  the  total  loss  of  sexual  appetite,  particularly  if  both 
testes  were  involved,  and  that  as  the  patients  recover,  this  appetite 
returns. 

Dr.  i^Z/to(  remarked  that  he  had  recently  heard  a  Professor  in  Phil- 
adelphia make  the  statement,  that,  a  healthy  woman  might  marry  a  man 
who  had  had  syphilis,  and  their  children  be  diseased  ;  this  husband  dy- 
ing, the  woman  might  marry  again  a  man  perfectly  healthy,  yet  the  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  might  be  diseased,  as  were  those  by  the  first 
husband.  He  asked  an  expression  of  the  experience  of  the  members 
upon  this  point. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  said  he  had  seen  cases  somewhat  similar,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  statement. 

Dr.  Bu  BoU  said  he  knew  of  a  case  which  might  throw  some  light 
upon  the  subject. 

A  man,  in  early  life,  had  primary  and  secondary  syphilis,  from  which 
he  apparently  entirely  recovered.  He  married  a  perfectly  healthy  wo- 
man, and  their  first  child  was  healthy ;  the  second  child  had  syphilitic 
symptoms,  and  then  the  mother  became  aff^^cted,  and  they  were  both 
put  under  treatment ;  the  third  child  was  healthy,  and  the  fourth  was 
affected  with  syphilis.  In  the  interval  between  the  births  of  the  third 
and  fourth  child,  the  mother  had  nodes,  &c.,and  was  treated  with  iodid. 
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potassiu    During  this  entire  period,  the  father  continued  perfectly  well, 
and  is  so  still. 

Dr.  Post  said  he  had  somewhere  seen  it  mentioned,  that  unhealthy 
semen  might  affect  an  undeveloped  ovum,  and  only  show  itself  after  the 
woman  was  marned  to  a  healthy  man. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  also  reported  a  case  of  croup,  in  which  he  performed 
tracheotomy,  ten  days  before,  and  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The 
patient  was  a  child  five  years  old,  and  had  been  suffering  with  croupy 
symptoms  about  six  days,  before  Dr.  V.  B.  saw  it.  The  obstruction 
to  the  respiration  had  been  gradually  increasing,  and  the  breathing  had 
at  last  become  quite  difficult,  and  paroxysms  of  suffocative  cough  were 
frequent.  There  had  been,  however,  but  little  fever.  At  the  second 
visit,  the  doctor  found  the  pulse  had  arisen  to  130,  and  the  condition 
of  the  child  threatening  immediate  death  by  strangulation.  He  accord- 
ingly opened  the  trachea,  and  inserted  a  tube,  thus  giving  immediate 
relief.  Four  hours  after,  the  rapidity  of  the  pulse  had  very  much 
diminished,  several  pieces  of  false  membrane  had  been  discharged 
through  the  tube,  and  the  breathing  was  comparatively  easy.  The 
case  had  steadily  improved,  and  on  the  tenth  day  after  the  operation^ 
the  child  was  able  to  speak  through  the  larynx.  No  medicine  had  been 
given  since  the  operation.  A  single  tube  was  first  introduced,  and  af- 
terwards a  double  one,  with  an  opening  in  the  convexity  of  the 
outer. 

Dr.  Cock  reported  two  cases  exhibiting  very  decided  benefit  from 
the  use  of  cod-liver  oil.  The  first  was  that  of  a  young  lady,  27  years 
of  age,  who  had  had  a  cough  for  some  time,  and  presented  the  usual 
signs  of  phthisis.  She  was  put  upon  the  use  of  the  oil  for  eight  weeks, 
and,  though  a  pretty  large  cavity  still  existed,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
she  had  gained  eighteen  pounds  in  weight.  The  second  patient  waa 
under  the  Dr.'s  care  five  years  ago  for  diabetes,  the  sugar  at  that  time 
being  abundant.  In  t)ie  last  September,  he  had  presented  himself  with 
symptoms  of  phthisis ;  cod-liver  oil  was  administered,  and,  according 
to  his  own  account,  he  had  since  ^?i\x\tA  forty  pounds. 

Dr.  Du  Bois  said  he  had  used  the  oil  in  many  cases  of  scrofulous, 
and  particularly  pustular,  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  with  very  great  ben- 
efit. He  thought  that,  in  those  cases  where  it  does  good,  it  is  much 
more  beneficial  than  quinine,  iron,  or  any  other  tonic. 

Dr.  Poet  stated  that  he  had  seen  in  the  Hospital,  a  colored  man 
with  phthisis  in  an  advanced  stage,  and  affecting  both  lungs,  in  which 
he  had  given  cod-liver  oil,  with  some  benefit. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  thought  it  was  of  benefit  where  there  was  defective 
nutrition,  from  whatever  cause,  as  in  syphilitic  cachexia,  &c. 

Dr.  Markoe  spoke  of  its  good  effects  in  cases  of  excessive  sup- 
puration. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  thought  its  beneficial  influence  was  most  seen  in  the 

early jtages  of  phthisis.     It  sometimes  appeared  to  act  as  a  tonic  to  the 

stomach.     He  had  had  one  case  where  every  meal  was  vomited  soon 

after  being  taken,  and,  by  taking  cod-liver  oil,  the  patient  was  enabled 
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to  retain  his  food.  If  he  omitted  taking  the  oil  before  his  meal,  the  food 
was  always  vomited.  He  thought  the  phosphate  of  lime,  given  with 
the  oil,  frequently  increased  its  usefulness. 

Dr.  Post  said  he  had  been  called,  two  days  before,  to  see  a  child  three 
years  old,  who,  about  1^  o'clock  in  the  day,  had  had  one  or  two  slight 
convulsions,  but  no  coma.  During  the  previous  two  years  the  child  had 
been  healthy.  An  apothecary  gave  a  suppository  of  soap,  which  pro- 
duced an  evacuation,  and  then  administered  an  emetic,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  ejection  from  the  stomach  of  pieces  of  sweet  potato,  &c. 
After  this,  the  child  continued  to  droop  till  evening,  when  the  family 
physician  was  called,  and  found  him  somewhat  comatose,  and  complain- 
ing constantly  of  extreme  thirst.  Stimulants  were  now  giren,  but  with 
little  effect.  About  midnight,  the  patient  complained  of  loss  of  sight, 
and,  at  1^,  A.  M.,  died. 

At  the  post-mortem  examination,  about  eight  ounces  of  serum  were 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  with  congestion  of  the  peritoneum 
at  its  posterior  part.  The  fluid  was  turbid,  and  contained  flakes.  Dr. 
Post  thought  that  the  disease  was  of  remarkably  short  duration  for 
peritonitis. 

Dr.  Past  also  reported  that,  during  the  last  fortnight,  he  had  been 
treating  a  case  of  spina-biflda  of  the  lumbar  region,  in  a  child  three  or 
four  weeks  old  when  first  seen  by  the  doctor.  The  tumor  was  between 
three  and  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  translucent.  The  lower  extrem- 
ities were  not  paralyzed,  nor  deformed.  There  was  also  hydrocephalus, 
indicated  by  fullness  at  the  fontanelles.  The  doctor  punctured  the 
spinal  tumor  repeatedly,  with  a  cataract  needle,  and  the  quantity  of 
fluid  was  much  aiminished.  Recently,  the  fluid  became  somewhat  tur- 
bid. At  last,  after  complaining  and  whining  a  good  deal,  the  child  died, 
but  not  comatose. 

Dr.  Pest  then  showed  several  enlarged  lymphatic  glands,  which  be 
had  recently  removed  from  a  child's  neck.  They  were  deeply  and  in- 
tricately mixed  among  the  muscles,  nerves,  and  vessels,  and  extended 
from  the  lower  jaw  to  the  clavicle.  A  good  deal  of  dissection  was  re- 
quired to  remove  them,  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle  was  divided 
across,  and  the  ninth  nerve,  jugular  vein,  and  other  important  nerves 
and  vessels,  were  exposed.     The  child  was  still  doing  well. 


in.    BIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Extracts  from  Minutes,  by  John  C.  Dalton,  jun..  Secretary, 

Meeting  of  August  5,  '53,  held  at  the  Rooms  of  the  N.  Y.  Prepara- 
tory School  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  showed  a  remarkable  anatomatical  anomaly,  consist- 
ing of  a  supernumerary  liver,  analogous  to  the  supernumerary  spleens, 
not  unfrequently  found  in  man,  and  the  lower  animals,  The  specimen 
was  taken  from  the  body  of  a  young  woman,  who  died  in  consequence 
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of  an  extensire  burn  of  the  integument ;  and  it  was  in  searching  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  ulcera- 
tion of  the  duodenum,  that  Dr.  Van  B.  discovered  the  anomaly.  The 
supernumerary  body  consisted  of  a  flattened,  roundish  mass,  1 .4  inches 
in  its  longest  diameter,  and  rather  less  than  0.7  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 
It  was  suspended  from  the  transverse  fissure  of  the  liver  by  a  fold  of 
peritoneum,  0.0  of  an  inch  in  length.  It  resembled  perfectly  the  liver  in 
color,  consistency,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  acini.  The  fold  of  peri- 
toneum by  which  it  was  attached,  contained  a  venous  branch  (portal 
vein),  an  arterial  branch  (hepatic  artery),  a  tube  corresponding  in  ap- 
pearance to  the  biliary  ducts,  and  several  filaments,  belonging  apparently 
to  the  hepatic  plexus  of  nerves.  Dr.  Van  B.  thought  these  cases  extremely 
rare — he  had  never  before  met  with  a  similar  one. 

Aug.  19.  Dr.  Heywood  exhibited  specimens  of  meconium  from  the  hu- 
man infant,  with  specimens  of  margaric  acid,  olein  and  cholesterin,  which 
he  had  extracted  from  it.  He  remarked  that  the  text  books  give  two  analy- 
ses of  meconium,  differing  from  each  other  in  several  particulars,  neither 
of  which  is  precisely  correct.  The  best  analysis  is  that  of  Davy, 
published  in  a  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions  for  1844 ; 
but  this  observer  has  also  fallen  into  the  common  error  of  describing 
certain  granular  bodies  as  *'  mucous  corpuscles."  They  are  supposed  by 
Simon  to  be  altered  blood  discs.  Simon  has  also  described,  under  the 
name  of  casein,  certain  whitish  masses  which  consist  almost  entirely  of 
fatty  matter.  If  the  meconium  be  placed,  when  fresh,  in  a  transparent 
glass  vessel,  these  masses  will  collect  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  at  the 
bottom,  in  the  form  of  glistening  flakes.  On  analysis,  these  flakes  are 
found  to  contain  chiefly  olein,  with  a  little  margarin,  and  a  trace  of  chol- 
esterin. The  greater  part  of  the  cholesterin  remains  suspended  in  the 
colored  portion  of  the  meconium,  and  may  be  seen  in  great  abundance 
by  rubbing  up  some  of  the  dried  subst^ince  with  water,  compressing  it 
between  two  slips  of  glass,  and  examining  it  by  the  microscope.  After 
the  meconium  has  been  dried,  the  flakes  of  fat  may  be  separated  entirely 
by  pounding,  and  treating  with  cold  water.  It  has  been  said  that  a 
strong  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium  facilitated  the  process ;  but  Dr.  H. 
had  not  found  it  to  be  so.  The  excrement  of  the  foetus  and  newly-born 
infant  is  peculiar  in  containing  a  larger  portion  of  fats,  and  more  of 
the  elements  of  the  bile,  than  that  passed  after  gastric  digestion  has 
commenced.  Meconium  is  not  liable  to  change  on  exposure  to  the  at- 
mosphere. A  specimen  was  shown  which  had  been  kept  for  some  days, 
in  the  hottest  weather,  in  an  open  vessel.  It  had  no  putrefactive  odor, 
and  was  quite  unchanged. 

Dr.  Weher  showed  some  microscopic  preparations  of  the  blood  ves- 
sels of  the  brain,  made  after  a  method  recently  invented  by  Schroeder 
Van  der  Kolk.  It  is  applicable  to  preparations  of  all  the  soft  parts  of 
the  nervous  system,  viz.,  the  brain,  medulla  oblongata,  spinal  cord,  ganglia 
of  the  sympathetic,  and  the  nerves  inside  the  cranium.  It  consists  in 
making  slices  of  the  nervous  matter,  two  or  three  lines  in  thickness,  which 
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are  put  away  on  a  plate  of  glass,  and  allowed  to  dry.  When  thoroughly 
dried,  these  microscopic  slices  are  shaved  off  with  a  razor,  and  put  up  on 
small  glass  slips  in  Canada  Balsam.  The  hlood  is  then  found  to  be  retained, 
coagulated  and  dried,  in  the  small  vessels,  which  show  very  distinctly, 
with  a  sharp  outline  and  bright  red  color.  Schroeder  Van  der  Kolk, 
from  whom  Dr.  W.  had  learned  the  process,  applied  it  to  pathological, 
as  well  as  normal  cases.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  examining,  by  tliis 
means,  the  cerebral  vessels  after  death  by  poison.  He  had  found  that 
in  animals  poisoned  by  strychnine  there  was  no  change  in  the  vessels  of 
the  brain  or  medulla  oblongata ;  but  that  in  the  spinal  cord,  particularly 
in  the  lumbar  regions,  the  capillaries  were  irregularly  dilated,  so  as  to 
give  them  a  varicose  appearance.  The  method  is  very  simple  and  easily 
put  in  practice. 

Sept.  2.  Dr.  Sewall  showed  a  remarkable  case  of  malformation  in 
the  human  foetus.  The  foetus  was  bom  at  the  full  time,  by  a  somewhat 
tedious  labor.  The  mother  was  always  in  good  health,  and  had  pre* 
viously  borne  seven  children,  all  healthy  and  well  formed.  This  child 
lived  only  twenty  minutes  after  birth.  The  external  conformation  of 
the  body,  as  far  down  as  the  umbilicus,  was  natural.  From  below  the 
umbilicus  there  was  a  sudden  narrowing  of  the  abdomen,  as  if  from  a 
pressing  together  of  the  ossa  innominata,  which  presented  a  sharp 
curved  projection  at  their  pubic  portion.  Instead  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, there  was  found  projecting  from  a  point,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the 
median  line,  a  stump,  about  four  inches  in  length,  curving  upward  like 
the  arc  of  a  bow,  and  inclining  to  the  left.  lis  extremity  was  pointed, 
and  presented  no  cicatrix.  On  its  upper  surface,  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
from  its  extremity,  was  a  small  Gstulous  opening,  terminating  in  a  cul- 
de-sac.  The  scrotum  was  of  natural  size.  On  its  upper  surface,  near 
the  center,  was  a  small  pocket,  with  its  opening  directed  upward,  which 
on  close  examination  was  found  to  contain  what  appeiired  to  be  a  minia- 
ture glans  penis.  There  was  no  trace  of  a  meatus  urinarius.  The  glans 
was  also  connected  with  a  rounded  cord,  resembling  the  corpora  caver- 
nosa. There  was  no  trace  of  an  anus.  The  cord  was  natural,  arising 
from  about  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  symphysis  pubis.  Entire  weight 
of  foetus,  4  lbs. 

The  brain  was  not  examined.  The  heart,  lungs,  liver,  and  small  in- 
testine were  natural.  The  large  intestine  terminated  at  the  left  iliac 
region,  in  a  cul-de-sac  of  a  pear  shape,  about  the  size  and  color  of  the 
adult  gall-bladder.  The  kidneys  were  of  natural  size  and  in  their  nat- 
ural situation,  but  entirely  disorganized,  containing  within  their  capsules 
only  a  soft  pultaceous  mass.  There  was  no  trace  of  a  bladder,  and  no 
ureter  could  be  seen.  One  testicle  was  in  the  scrotum,  the  other  in  the 
abdominal  cavity. 

Sept.  16.  Dr.  Metcalfe  related  a  case  of  Bruit  de  »ouffiet  in  the  i*m- 
hilical  card.  He  saw  his  patient,  a  lady  S3  years  old,  in  labor  with  her 
first  child,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  about  6,  A.  M.  He  auscultedt 
as  usual,  for  the  foetal  heart,  and  found  the  sounds  distinct  and  norniaL 
Pulsations  140  per  minute.   The  labor  was  tedious.    During  the  second 
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day.  Dr.  M.  again  auscnlted  the  abdomen,  and  found  that  the  sonnds 
of  the  foetal  heart  had  altogether  disappeared,  and  had  given  place  to 
a  harsh  souffle,  as  loud  as  that  from  advanced  disease  of  the  mitral 
▼alves  in  a  man.  This  souffle  was  twice  as  frequent  as  the  maternal 
pulse,  and  from  this  and  other  characters  could  not  be  mistaken  for  the 
placental  souffle.  It  continued  during  the  last  six  hours  of  labor ;  at 
the  same  time  there  was  a  strong  hour-^lass  contraction  of  the  uterus. 
At  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  labor, 
forceps  were  applied,  and  the  child  delivered.  It  lived  for  nineteen 
hoars,  breathing  with  difficulty.  The  body  was  examined,  and  found 
to  be  quite  healthy,  except  for  some  atalectasis  pulmonum.  The  cord 
was  rather  short,  and  in  its  passage  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  placenta, 
was  carried  once  over  the  back  of  the  child's  neck.  Dr.  M.  regarded 
this  as  a  clear  case  of  funic  souffle.  He  supposed  it  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  pressure  of  the  hour-glass  uterine  contraction  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  cord,  which  was  carried  over  the  back  of  the  neck.  The 
phenomenon  was  very  rare.  Dr.  M.  had  never  before  met  with  a  case, 
and  knew  only  of  some  being  mentioned  by  Kennedy  and  Nsegele. 

Oct.  21.  Dr.  Heytffood  referred  to  the  specimen  of  supernumerary 
liver  exhibited  by  Dr.  Van  Buren,  at  the  meeting  of  August  5th.  The 
case  was  then  supposed  to  be  unique  ;  but  since  that  time,  Dr.  H.  had 
met  with  some  observations  of  Dr.  Huschke,  in  Germany,  in  which  the 
same  anomaly  is  mentioned.  Huschke  describes  the  supplementary 
mass  as,  in  one  case,  attached  to  the  edge  of  the  left  lobe,  and  refers  to 
several  different  specimens  in  his  possession.  Soemmering  mentions  a 
case,  in  which  the  liver  in  the  human  subject  was  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct lobes.  Dr.  H.  also  mentioned  a  fact  which  he  had  noticed,  in 
common  with  several  other  observers,  viz.,  that  the  putrescence  of  urine, 
which  is  kept  and  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  depends  on  the  presence 
of  Tedcal  mucus,  and  that  if  this  be  first  separated  by  the  filter,  the 
urine  may  afterward  be  kept  for  a  long  time  without  losing  its  acidity, 
or  becoming  putrescent.  The  mucus  appears  to  act  the  part  of  a  fer- 
ment in  exciting  the  decomposition  of  the  urea. 

NEW   YORK  HOSPITAL. 

Clinical  Remarks  on  the  Cases  in  the  First  Surgical  Division  of  the 
Nev>  York  Hospital,  during  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
1853,    By  Thomas  M.  Mareob,  M.  D.,  Attending  Surgeon. 

On  certain   Complications  of  Fractures.    Reported  by  Mr.  Georoe  E. 

S.  KXATOR. 

Case  I.  Suppuration  occurring  in  Simple  Fracture, — This  woman, 
gentlemen,  presents  an  instance  of  a  very  rare  complication  of  simple 
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fracture,  y\z.,  a  degree  of  injury  to  the  soft  parts  round  the  hone  suffi- 
cient to  determine  an  abscess  at  the  seat  of  fracture.  She  came  in 
about  two  weeks  since,  with  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  leg  below  the 
middle,  and  the  evidences  of  contusion  of  the  soft  parts  were  such  as  to 
make  us  fear  ill  consequences  at  the  time  of  her  admission.  The  skin, 
you  see,  has  recovered  from  this  contusion,  but  the  deeper  parts  have 
taken  on  phlegmonous  inflammation,  and  suppuration  has  been  the  result. 
A  day  or  two  ago  the  purulent  cavity  had  become  so  distended,  and  the 
patient  suffered  so  much,  that  we  thought  it  proper  to  open  it.  This  was 
done  by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Watson,  and  from  four  to  six  ounces  of 
pus  evacuated,  to  the  very  great  relief  of  the  patient  By  this  accident 
the  simple  is  converted  into  a  compound  fracture,  and  the  cure  will,  of 
course,  be  much  protracted.  You  perceive  that  everything  has  im- 
proved since  the  opening  was  made.  The  discharge  is  diminishing,  is 
of  a  healthy  character,  and  the  walls  of  the  abscess  are  contracting. 
Her  pulse  had  become  quick  and  feeble  during  the  formation  of  this 
abscess,  and  we  gave  her  a  little  porter.  It  has  now  resumed  its  force, 
and  diminished  in  frequency  ;  and«  as  she  says  that  she  is  able  to  take 
her  food  with  some  relish,  the  porter  may  be  discontinued.  Nov.  18. 
This  patient  has  almost  entirely  recovered. 


Casb  II.  The  last  case  in  the  female  ward,  of  the  simple  fracture  with 
abscess,  is  an  exceptional,  and  fortunately  a  very  rare  one.  There  seems 
to  be  a  strong  conservative  tendency  in  cases  of  fracture,  by  which  the 
formation  of  pus  roun(l  the  bones  is  prevented,  and  all  the  inflammatory 
actions  which  go  on  are  made  conducive  to  the  formation  and  perfection 
of  the  uniting  medium.  This  man  presents  an  illustration  of  this  fact. 
He  also  had  simple  fracture  of  leg;  and,  as  in  the  woman's  case,  the 
soft  parts  were  much  contused.  The  inflammation  at  the  seat  of  frac- 
ture has  been  very  great,  and  you  see,  at  this  point,  there  is  a  decided 
fluctuation.  I  am,  nevertheless,  disposed  to  hope  that  this  matter  will 
be  absorbed,  because,  during  the  last  day  or  two,  the  inflammatory  ac- 
tions have  been  subsiding  rather  than  advancing.  We  will  apply  to  the 
point  where  the  matter  is  nearest  the  skin  a  strong  solution  of  acetate 
of  lead,  and  the  ordinary  evaporating  lotion  will  be  continued  over  the 
rest  of  the  swollen  limb. 

Oct.  10.  Since  our  previous  visit  you  see  a  very  marked  improve- 
ment. The  inflammation  has  all  subsided,  the  pus  has  diminished  in 
quantity  ;  in  fact,  fluctuation  can  hardly  be  distinguished.  The  patient 
is  free  from  pain,  and  everything  indicates  a  speedy  cure  without  the 
formation  of  abscess.  The  points  of  practical  importance  elucidated  by 
these  two  cases  then  are,  that  although  suppuration  may  occur  in  a 
simple  fracture,  the  probabilities  are  much  against  it ;  and  that  when  it 
does  occur,  the  pus  may  be  absorbed.  We  have,  therefore,  good  reason 
to  hope  for  success  in  our  endeavors  to  prevent  suppuration ;  and,  if 
we  fail,  we  should  not  open  the  purulent  collections  until  it  becomes 
perfectly  inanifest  that  there  is  no  chance  of  their  being  absorbed. 
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Case  III.  Here  is  a  boy  whose  case  illustrates  the  points  above 
alladed  to.  You  have  seen  him  before,  and  will  remember  that  he  has 
received  a  fracture  of  both  thighs,  and  of  the  lower  jaw.  This  was 
about  three  weeks  ago,  and  everything  about  the  broken  thighs  has 
seemed  to  be  doing  well.  Within  a  few  days  he  has  complained  of  a 
good  deal  of  pain  in  the  right  thigh,  about  the  seat  of  fracture,  and  it 
was  noticed  that  more  tumefaction  existed  there  than  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  swelling  has  increased,  until  you  see  the  middle  portion  of 
the  thigh  is  twice  as  large  as  it  should  be  ;  it  feels  hot  to  the  touch,  and 
a  distinct  fluctuation  can  be  felt.  The  matter  is  very  deep,  however  ;  and, 
reasoning  from  the  principle  above  noticed,  I  hope  this  matter  may  yet 
be  absorbed.  I  have  already  had  half  a  dozen  leeches  applied  ;  the 
splints  have  been  loosened,  and  a  poultice  applied.  The  matter  has 
made  progress,  however,  and  we  will  have  half  a  dozen  more  leeches 
applied,  and  the  poultice  continued.  As  a  general  rule,  we  should  not 
apply  leeches  over  a  part  where  suppuration  has  already  occurred,  for, 
by  so  doing,  we  retard  the  progress  of  the  abscess  towards  the  surface ; 
and,  again,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  apply  leeches  too  freely  around 
a  fracture  in  process  of  repair,  lest  the  local  depletion  should  interfere 
with  the  process  of  union.  But  in  this  case  it  is  so  important  to  avoid 
the  opening  of  this  abscess,  and  the  conversion  of  this  simple  into  a 
compound  fracture,  that  we  disregard  all  minor  dangers,  and  use  every 
means  which  may  increase  the  chance  for  the  absorption  of  the  pus,  and 
the  cure  of  the  abscess  without  opening  it. 

Oct.  27.  You  perceive  that  our  endeavors  to  resolve  this  abscess 
have  failed.  The  distension  was  so  great,  that  there  remained  no  longer 
a  chance  of  the  desired  termination ;  and  the  day  before  yesterday, 
about  one  week  from  its  commencement,  I  was  obliged  to  open  the  ab- 
scess. A  large  quantity  of  well-formed  pus  flowed  out,  to  the  great 
relief  of  the  patient.  The  swelling  has  subsided,  and  the  condition  of 
the  limb  is  very  comfortable,  the  discharge  from  the  opening  being 
moderate,  and  of  good  quality.  We  have  had  a  poultice  over  the  open- 
ing, and  now  will  have  the  many-tailed  bandage  applied  over  the 
poultice,  to  bring  the  walls  of  the  abscess  into  contact.  In  a  day  or 
two  we  shall  lay  aside  the  poultice,  and  bring  the  pressure  of  the 
bandage  more  directly  upon  the  part.  By  this  unfortunate  accident 
this  case  has  become  one  of  compound  instead  of  simple  fracture,  and 
its  cure  will  be  proportionally  protracted.  'Still.  I  hope  it  will  prove 
another  illustration  of  the  fact,  that  fractures  thus  made  compound  by 
the  occurrence  of  abscess,  are  not  so  serious  in  their  result  as  those 
which  are  compound  originally. 

Nov.  18.  It  is  now  about  four  weeks  since  the  opening  of  this 
abscess.  The  condition  of  the  limb  is  slowly  improving.  The  discharge 
is  much  diminished,  though  still  quite  large,  and  it  is  of  good  quality. 
A  great  deal  of  bony  deposit  can  be  felt  round  the  fractures,  but  no 
anion  has  commenced.  For  a  compound  fracture  we  may  consider  that 
the  processes  are  going  on  as  rapidly  and  favorably  as  could  be 
expected. 
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Case  IV.  Fatal  Hemorrhage  in  a  compound  Fracture,  from  eronon 
of  the  femoral  artery  by  a  piece  of  dead  6ima.— This  boy  had  the 
misfortune  to  get  a  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh,  about  four  weeka 
ago.  The  fracture  was  about  the  junction  of  the  middle  and  lower 
third  of  the  left  thigh ;  and  the  wound  was  single  and  small,  and 
the  parts  around  the  fracture  not  very  extensively  injured.  He  had 
been  doing  well  until  within  a  few  days,  the  suppuration  diminishing 
gradually,  and  the  character  of  the  discharge  being  tolerably  good,  and 
his  general  condition  promising  an  ultimate  recovery.  Four  or  five  days 
ago,  however,  the  house  surgeon,  Dr.  Agnew,  was  called  to  him  in  great 
haste,  and  found  that  bleeding  had  occurred  in  large  quantities  from  the 
wound.  As  is  often  the  case,  it  had  stopped  before  the  Dr.  could  get 
to  him,  but  not  before  sufficient  blood  had  been  lost  to  weaken  the  pa- 
tient considerably.  Pressure  was  made  over  the  Beat  of  fracture,  by  the 
many-tailed  bandage  and  compresses,  for  the  time ;  and  no  further  bleed- 
ing occurred.  It  was  noticed,  however,  that  the  pressure,  though  mod- 
erate, produced  coldness  and  numbness  of  the  foot  and  leg,  though  a 
roller  had  previously  been  applied  from  the  foot  to  the  knee.  It  waa 
necessary  to  diminish  the  compression  at  the  seat  of  fracture  and  ap- 
ply warmth  to  the  leg.  The  circulation  soon  returned,  and  waa  not 
again  obstructed  below  the  knee.  Last  night,  profuse  bleeding  again 
occurred  with  such  violence,  that  before  the  tourniquet  which  had  been 
left  on  the  limb  could  be  tightened,  the  patient  was  reduced  so  low  that 
it  seemed  for  a  time  doubtful  whether  he  could  ever  rally.  By  assidu- 
ous stimulation,  some  reaction  has  been  produced,  and  we  are  now  to 
consider  what  can  be  done  to  save  his  life.  The  blood  came  out  with 
great  force  and  was  a  bright  crimson  color.  We  therefore  infer  that 
some  large  arterial  branch  has  been  eroded  by  the  rough  poinU  or  sur- 
faces of  the  broken  bone.  The  searching  for  this  eroded  vessel  with  a 
view  of  applying  a  ligature  directly  at  the  injured  point,  is  in  this  case 
out  of  the  question,  mainly  because  there  would  be  no  chance  of  find- 
ing it ;  we  have  therefore  to  choose  between  ligature  of  the  femoral 
above  the  fracture,  and  amputation  of  the  Umb.  On  consultation,  we 
have  concluded  upon  amputation,  for  these  reasons,  among  others  :  Ist. 
The  ligature  of  the  femoral,  would  probably  be  only  of  temporary  ser- 
vice, and  bleeding  would  still  be  likely  to  occur  when  the  collateral  cir- 
culation was  well  established.  2d.  The  cutting  off  the  supply  of  blood 
from  the  limb  in  its  present  diseased  and  distended  state,  considering  the 
very  reduced  condition  of  the  general  circulation,  would  be  very  likely 
to  be  followed  by  gangrene  of  the  whole  extremity.  Amputation,  then, 
we  regard  as  the  only  pleasure  which  offers  any  chance  for  the  poor 
boy's  life,  and,  unfortunately,  this  chance  is  rendered  extremely  small 
by  his  excessive  exhaustion.  We  shall  operate  as  low  down  aa  we 
can,  keeping  above  the  abscess,  and  endeavor  to  save  him  from  any  un- 
necessary loss  of  blood.  (After  the  operation,  the  patient  seemed  very 
much  prostrated,  and  brandy  and  water  was  administered  as  much  as 
the  stomach  would  bear.  An  enema,  containing  dj  of  carb.  ammonia, 
was  given  and  retained.)     In  such  a  condition  of  prostration  as  this  to 
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wbicb  you  see  the  patient  is  reduced  by  the  shock  of  the  operation,  we 
miiat  be  careful  not  to  add  to  the  shock  by  any  unnecessary  manipulations. 
The  stamp  may  now  be  left  open,  the  large  vessels  being  tied ;  the  very 
exposure  to  the  air  will  check  the  oozing  from  the  smaller  branches. 
The  body  must  be  warmly  covered,  the  head  placed  low»  to  favor  the 
circulation  through  the  brain,  and  in  particular  we  must  avoid  any 
motion  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  External  heat  will  be  applied,  and 
stimulants  usea  as  we  can  get  an  opportunity.  The  pulse  cannot  now 
be  felt  at  the  wrist ;  and,  although  the  heart's  action  and  the  breathing 
are  both  regular^  the  prognosis  is  exceedingly  unfavorable.  (The  patient 
rallied  slightly  during  the  afternoon,  but  soon  fell  off  again,  and  died 
during  the  evening.) 

ExaminaHon  of  Leg, — We  have  carefully  traced  the  femoral  artery 
from  the  point  of  amputation  down  to  the  knee,  Now,  on  laying  open 
the  artery  with  the  scissors,  you  see  it  is  smooth  and  healthy  till  we 
come  to  the  point  where  it  passes  through  the  conjoined  tendons  to 
become  popliteal ;  and  just  here  you  see  an  ulcerated  opening  on  the  side 
towards  the  fracture.  On  carefully  passing  a  probe  through  this  open- 
ing in  the  artery,  it  passes,  you  see,  down  into  the  cavity  of  the  abscess* 
and  touches  the  extremities  of  the  broken  bones.  Just  at  the  ulceration 
there  is  felt  a  sharp  comer  of  bone,  the  rubbing  of  which  against  the 
artery  has  produced  the  opening.  Now,  let  us  remove  the  artery,  and 
open  into  the  cavity  of  the  fracture,  and  examine  the  condition  of  the 
bones.  You  see  the  size  of  the  abscess,  its  walls  lined  by  a  well-organ- 
ized membrane.  You  see,  about  the  extremities  of  the  bones,  callus 
thrown  out  in  considerable  abundance ;  but  notice,  if  you  please,  that 
the  very  ends  of  the  fragments  show  no  appearance  of  callus  or  of 
granulation.  These  ends  are  bare,  white,  and  look  as  if  they  had  been 
macerated.  So,  indeed,  they  have.  They  have  been  bathed  in  the  pus 
of  the  abscess  so  long  that  they  have  died,  and  in  process  of  time  they 
would  have  enfoliated  and  come  away,  if  the  patient  had  lived.  It  is 
ibis  bare,  dead,  rough,  and  sharp  spicula  of  bone  which  has  produced 
all  the  disastrous  results  in  this  case  by  its  attrition  against  the  coats  of 
the  vessel.  You  must  not  infer,  however,  from  what  has  been  said,  that 
this  is  the  only  way  in  which  hemorrhage  is  produced  in  compound 
fractures.  Arterial  hemorrhage,  to  a  fatal  extent,  is  sometimes  pro- 
duced in  these  cases  simply  by  the  invasion  of  a  large  arterial  trunk  by 
uobealthy  ulceration.  In  the  ordinary  form  of  what  may  be  called 
healthy  ulceration,  the  vessels  are  found  to  be  obliterated  by  an  effusion 
of  fibrin,  which  precedes  the  act  of  ulceration  ;  and  it  is  a  well-known 
fact,  that  owing  to  this  obliteration,  the  most  extensive  ulceration  may 

fo  on  in  the  most  vascular  parts  without  any  hemorrhage  being  pro- 
oced.  Occasionally,  however,  this  protective  process  fails  to  be  per- 
fected ;  and  of  course,  when  a  large  vessel  is  invaded,  frightful  bleeding 
may  ensue.  We  have  had,  in  our  hospital,  several  instances  of  this  kind. 
I  can  recall  one  in  which  the  subclavian,  one  in  which  the  inguinal,  and 
one  in  which  the  femoral  arteries  were  opened  by  this  unhealthy  form 
of  ulceration.  These,  however,  are  the  rare  and  exceptional  cases.  The 
one  illustrated  above  is  by  far  the  most  common. 
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Cask  V.  Double  Fracture  of  thigh  and  leg  of  tatne  tide. — This 
young  man  was  injured  several  days  ago  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  which  he 
was  engaged  in  felling.  The  weight  of  the  trunk  of  the  tree  was  re- 
ceived across  the  lower  part  of  the  left  thigh»  the  knee  being,  no  doubt, 
involved  in  the  contusions.  The  accident  occurred  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  city,  and  the  motion  and  disturbance  necessary  to  bring 
him  to  town,  have  not  tended  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  injured 
parts.  You  perceive  that  the  whole  limb  is  enormously  swollen.  It  is  also 
much  discolored  from  the  blood  extravasated  by  the  violent  oontumon. 
Near  the  knee  joint  there  is  a  large  collection  of  fluid,  which,  I  hope,  is 
only  blood — still  fluid,  which  is  collected  into  a  pouch,  and  therefore  gives 
the  sensation  of  fluctuation.  All  the  swollen  parts  are  hot  and  tender, 
and  the  patient  suffers  a  great  deal  of  pain.  In  this  condition  of  things, 
gentlemen,  we  are  not  justified  in  attempting,  by  examination,  to  get  a 
thorough  idea  of  the  injuries  which  the  bones  have  sustained.  The  ma- 
nipulations necessary  for  such  examination  might  so  far  increase  the 
inflammation  round  the  injuries  as  to  endanger  the  man's  life.  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  know  that  there  is  a  fracture  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
thigh,  and  also  one  of  the  tibia  about  its  middle.  We  must  carefuHy 
place  the  limb  in  a  comfortable  position,  and  wait  till  we  can  procure 
the  resolution  of  the  inflammation.  Dr.  Affnew,  the  house  surgeoB, 
has  very  properly  applied  a  dozen  leeches,  the  inflammation  being  so 
threatening  as  to  require  them ;  and  we  now  have  applied  a  cooling 
wash.  The  youth  and  good  constitution  of  the  man  give  good  reason 
to  hope  that  he  may  recover  ;  but  the  injury  is  extremely  severe,  and  the 
prognosis  must  necessarily  be  doubtful.  There  are  some  signs  of  irrita- 
tive fever,  but  not  more  than  might  be  expected. 

Oct.  13th.  It  is  now  about  two  weeks  since  the  injury  was  received; 
and  you  see  the  great  change  since  our  last  visit.  The  threatening  tume- 
faction has  subsided,  the  heat  and  pain  have  gone ;  and  now  the  patient 
will  bear  a  careful  examination  of  the  fracture.  I  do  not  consider  that 
we  have  lost  any  time  by  waiting  for  the  subsidence  of  inflammation,  nor 
is  there  any  danger  of  the  fracture  having  united  in  a  wrong  position. 
In  fact,  in  cases  where  there  are  such  severe  injuries  and  inflammation  of 
the  soft  parts,  as  you  saw  a  week  ago  in  this  man,  nature  does  not  com- 
mence her  operations  in  uniting  the  bones,  until  the  inflammation  has, 
in  some  measure,  subsided.  On  making,  now,  a  careful  examination, 
which,  you  see,  gives  the  patient  but  little  pain,  I  find,  1st,  that  the  tibia 
and  fibula  are  broken  about  the  middle  of  the  leg.  2d.  That  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  femur  is  broken  off  in  such  a  manner  that  the  line  of 
fracture  runs  from  the  internal  condyle,  at  its  articular  margin,  upwards 
and  outwards  above  the  outer  condyle,  to  a  point  4  inches,  at  least,  from 
the  articular  surface  of  the  knee  joint.  The  lower  fragment,  therefore, 
embraces  the  whole  outer  condyle,  and  the  articular  portion  of  the  inner. 
This  lower  fragment  is  displaced,  upwards  and  backwards,  so  that  the 
pointed  extremity  of  the  upper  fragment,  now  that  the  swelling  is  gone, 
is  here  seen  pressing  against  the  skin.  The  deformity  here  is  very  great, 
and  there  is  great  danger  that  this  sharp  point  will  be  pushed  through 
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tbe  skin.  Even  now  fluctuation  can  be  felt  round  the  prominence,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  remedy  is  simple,  viz.,  extension  and 
counter-extension,  so  as  to  restore  tbe  proper  relations  of  the  bones.  A 
practical  diflBculty  meets  us  here,  in  the  fracture  of  the  leg  taking  away 
from  us  our  principal  point  of  extension.  We  may,  however,  adopt  two 
ways  of  treatment  to  accomplish  the  reduction.  We  may  rely  upon  oc- 
casional extension  by  the  hand,  and  depend  upon  keeping  what  we  gain 
in  drawing  down  upon  pressure  with  the  side  splints ;  or  we  may  use 
the  adhesive  straps  on  the  leg  in  tbe  usual  manner,  being  careful  not 
to  let  them  adhere  more  than  an  inch  or  so  below  the  fracture.  Used 
in  this  way,  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  keep  up  a  moderate  amount  of 
exten^on,  without  detriment  to  the  fractured  leg ;  indeed,  the  apparatus 
will,  I  hope,  serve  for  the  support  of  the  leg,  as  well  as  for  the  extension 
of  the  thigh. 

Oct.  31.  We  may  now  judge  of  the  success  of  our  proceedings  in 
this  case.  The  apparatus  has  been  well  borne,  and  after  the  first  few 
days  we  have  been  able  to  keep  up  constant  extension.  The  effect  was 
to  bring  down  the  lower  fragment,  and  by  so  doing  to  diminish  the  pro- 
jeiction  of  the  upper  fragment.  The  projection,  you  see,  has  nearly  dis- 
appeared, and  tbe  matter  which  surrounded  it  has  been  absorbed.  This 
is  an  immense  advantage  gained.  The  thigh  is  reduced  nearly  to  its 
proper  size,  and  the  process  of  union  is,  no  doubt,  going  on  favorably.  In 
the  mean  time  the  leg  has  been  kept  in  a  very  good  position  by  the  sup- 
port of  tbe  adhesive  straps,  the  foot  having  been  carefully  supported 
against  the  foot-board  of  the  apparatus.  We  have  now  only  to  wait  for 
the  consolidation  of  the  fractures,  which  may  occupy  several  weeks  more. 
This  case  seems  to  me  a  signal  illustration  of  the  value  of  the  straight 
apparatus,  as  we  use  it  in  this  Hospital.  I  know  of  no  other  instrument 
by  which  we  could  have  obtained  so  satisfactory  a  result  in  so  difficult  a 
case  of  fractured  thigh,  complicated  with  fracture  of  the  leg  on  the  same 
dde. 


€m^^m\^u^, 


*'  Gleanings  Abroad,^'* — By  an  Ex-Editor.     No,  1. 

Mr.  Editor, — Revisiting  Paris  after  an  interval  of  seventeen  years 
since  my  first  visit  (when  I  resided  for  twenty  months  in  the  Pays  Lat- 
in), and  of  eleven  years  since  my  last  sojourn  of  one  month,  I,  of  course, 
find  many  changes.  I  miss  many  old  familiar  faces,  and  am  a  stranger 
among  the  new  ones.  I  propose  to  jot  down  in  a  very  free  and  easy 
way,  the  result  of  my  observations.  I  may  premise  that  I  have  not 
jet  visited  any  hospital.  My  first  visit  was  to  the  Academic  de  Medi- 
cine at  its  weekly  session  on  the  26th  October,  a1  3  P.  M.  I 
found  that  it  bad  removed  from  its  old  quarters,  Rue  de  Poitiers,  and 
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had  transferred  its  locale  to  the  old  chapel  of  La  Charity  H6pital  (for- 
merly the  '*  Salle  de  Clinique  ''  of  M.  Bouilland),  Rue  de  Saiotes  Perea. 
Its  hall  for  meeting  is  not  much  larger  than  the  small  chapel  of  the 
Universitj,  though  the  vestibule  occupies  a  large  space,  in  which  is  a 
colossal  statute  of  iEsculapius,  together  with  bronze  busts  of  Dupuytren, 
Marjolin,  Boyer,  Bichat»  <kc. ;  and  over  the  President's  chair  is  a  fine  copy 
of  Rembrandt's  picture  of  *<  Tulpius  demonstrating  the  flexor  muscles  of 
the  forearm  to  his  pupils/'*  On  either  side,  are  life-size  portraits  of 
Boyer  and  Orfila ;  while  the  names  of  the  illustrious  dead  are  painted 
upon  the.  walls  in  gilt  letters,  upon  an  azure  ground.  M.  Berard  is 
President ;  but  on  this  occasion,  M.  Yillerm^  occupied  the  chair,  with 
little,  insignificant-looking  Gibert,  Vice  President,  on  his  left,  and  Du  Boia 
(of  Amiens),  Perpetual  Secretary,  on  his  left.  After  reading  the  corre- 
spondence, a  Report  of  a  Committee  was  read  by  M.  Piorry,  the  Chair- 
man, and  a  paper  by  M.  Bouchet,  on  Pulmonary  Fistulse.  There 
was  nothing  of  interest  before  the  Academy,  and  it  closed  its  ses- 
sion at  6  P.  M.  Among  those  present,  were  Messrs.  Rouz,  Velpeau. 
Lagneau,  Robert,  Bouillaud,  Moreau,  Amussat,  Dum^ril  (80  years  old). 
Velpeau  has  grown  handsome^  Amussat  seems  to  be  breaking  up,  and 
old  Dum6ril  seemed  to  take  more  interest  in  the  proceedings  than  any 
of  the  younger  men.  The  Academy  is  limited  to  100  resident  mem- 
bers, with  an  unlimited  number  of  foreign  associates.  It  meets  every 
Tuesday,  at  5,  P.  M.,  and  is  always  welt  attended,  more  particularly  by 
the  most  distinguished  members.  The  admission  to  membership  is  by 
concours. 

The  Ucole  de  Medecine  will  be  opened  on  Monday,  Nov.  7th,  by  M. 
Bouchardat,  who  will  deliver  eulogies  upon  Messrs.  Royer-Collard,  and 
Richard,  after  which  the  regular  courses  will  commence.  The  Faculty 
consists  of  twenty-six  professors,  ten  of  whom  lecture  at  the  Ecole^  and 
the  others  are  Clinical  Professors  at  H6tel  Dieu,  La  Piti6,  and  La 
Charity.  M.  Le  Conte,  Agreg6  des  Sciences,  will  supply  the  vacant 
chair  of  Orfila  for  this  season,  and  M.  Yegla  will  lecture  in  place  of  M. 
Dum6ri],  whose  advanced  age  incapacitates  him  from  fulfilling  hia 
duties.  M.  Dubois  (d' Amiens),  has  been  appointed  by  the  Academy 
to  deliver  the  eulogy  upon  M.  Orfila.  In  the  Amphitheater,  a  large 
painting  has  just  been  put  up,  representing  a  field  of  battle,  with  Am- 
brose Par6  and  other  physicians  in  the  foreground  ;  an  amputation  of 
the  thigh  has  just  been  performed  by  Par6,  and  one  of  the  physicians 
hands  him  the  actual  cautery  ;  but  he  declines  receiving  it,  and  showa 
him  the  ligatures  in  his  open  hand.  The  picture  is  ten  feet  in  height, 
by  twenty-four  feet  in  length.  Two  others  are  to  be  added  on  either 
side. 

Hdpital  de  Robespierre,  so  called  after  the  Countess  of  R.,  is  about 
being  opened  in  the  Clos  St.  Lazare.  It  is  a  very  extensive  pile  of 
buildings ;  and  patients  now  in  the  old  buildings  at  H6tel  Dieu  will  be 


*  Our  distinguished  friend,  Dr.  Molt,  has  a  fine  copy  of  this  picture,  made  to 
order  at  the  Hague,  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  the  only  copy  in  our  country. 
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Boon  removed  to  this  place,  when  the  old  portion  of  H6tel  Dieu  will  be 
demolished. 

M.  Louis  has  resigned  his  place,  as  physician  to  H6tel  Dieu,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  illness  of  his  son,  which  renders  it  necessary  for  M.  L. 
to  accompany  him  on  a  journey  to  the  South. 

The  Gazette  des  Hdpitaux  has  received  a  donation  of  10,000  francs 
from  a  physician  of  one  of  the  hospitals,  on  condition,  1st,  that  his  name 
be  kept  a  seci'et ;  2nd,  that  3,000  francs  be  appropriated  to  the  en- 
couragement of  the  authors  of  useful  and  practical  papers  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette ;  and  drd,  that  the  remainder  be  expended  in 
distributing  copies  to  poor  physicians  or  students  who  are  unable  to  pay 
for  the  whole  work. 

Death  from  Chloroform, — In  the  last  number  of  the  Gazette  I  find 
that  a  fatal  case,  from  the  use  of  thb  agent,  occurred  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Paget.  The  patient  was  a  girl, 
22  years  of  age,  with  a  syphilitic  ulceration  or  cancroid  tumor  of  the 
vagina.  The  part  had  been  already  cauterized  after  the  inhalation  of 
chloroform,  without  any  ill  result.  Fifteen  days  after,  cauterization 
being  about  to  be  repeated,  chloroform  was  again  administered,  and  for 
ten  minutes  was  breathed  without  effect;  when  suddenly ^  the  pulse 
faltered,  respiration  became  feeble,  the  countenance  changed,  &c. 
Artificial  respiration  was  resorted  to,  and  afterwards  laryngotomy, 
without  effect.  Galvanism  and  stimulating  injections  were  of  no  avail, 
and  death  ensued.  The  quantity  inhaled  was  about  two  drachms.  On 
the  coroner's  inquest,  it  appeared  that  but  thirty  deaths  in  all  had  oc- 
curred from  chloroform  in  the  United  Kingdom  since  its  introduction. 
In  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  30,000  had  breathed  it  without  accident. 

Mortality  in  Paris  during  September,  2,236  (of  whom  1,161  males, 
1,075  females)  ;  there  were  under  one  year,  482  (264  boys,  218  girls) ; 
from  60  to  60,  178  ;  from  60  to  70,  163;  from  70  to  80,  121 ;  80  to 
100,  30.  Diseases. — Phthisis,  328;  pneumonia,  131;  pulmonary  ca- 
tarrh, 87  ;  enteritis,  270  ;  typhoid  fever,  209 ;  cerebral  fever,  72  ;  small- 
pox, 130  ;  croup,  40  ;  convulsions,  39 ;  measles,  17  ;  killed  or  murdered, 
80.  Of  those  dying  from  small-pox,  1 3  are  under  1 5  years  ;  1 7  over 
40  years.  Comparative  Mortality  in  Hospitals. — Motel  Dieu,  12,000 
(average  1  in  8) ;  Za  Pitie,  10,000  (average  1  in  10.60);  La  Charite, 
8,000  (average  1  in  10.40) ;  St.  Louis,  9,000  (average  1  in  20). 

Hestrictions  upon  sale  of  poisons  in  Paris. — Applying,  a  day  or  two 
since,  at  a  drug  store,  for  a  collyrium  of  opium  and  acetate  of  lead,  I 
was  obliged  to  give  my  address,  and  to  keep  the  article  locked  up,  the 
law  being  very  rigid.  The  commissary  of  police  inspects  the  prescrip- 
tion books  of  all  druggists,  and  they  can  hardly  make  a  sale  without  his 
knowledge.  I  have  long  felt  the  necessity  of  a  similar  restriction  in  our 
own  city.  The  shops  are  overflowing  with  cod-liver  oil,  and  the  infusion 
of  *'  bourgeons  de  sapin'*  is  becoming  famous  among  the  people  as  a 
remedy  in  phthisis.  By  the  way,  M.  Charri^re  has  invented  a  most  use- 
ful apparatus  for  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  water,  medicated  with 
herbs  or  otherwise.  Dr.  James  Stewart  has  done  much  towards  bringing 
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before  the  public  the  importance  of  this  mode  of  treatment.  Oar  fellow- 
countrymen,  Drs.  J.  Rhea  Barton  and  Berger,  are  still  residing  in  Paris 
{en  retraite),  Drs.  J.  W.  Green  and  Nash,  and  Professor  Brainard,  of 
Chicago,  are  also  here.  Professor  B.  is  endeavoring  to  get  his  cases  of 
the  successful  treatment  of  aneurism  by  injection  of  IcLctaU  of  iron  before 
the  Academy.  To-morrow,  M.  Malgaigne  will  report  upon  the  treat- 
ment of  aneurism  by  the  injection  of  perchloride  of  iron.  Prof.  B.  con- 
siders that  the  lactate  acts  by  producing  adhesive  inflammation,  while  the 
perchloride  acts  by  coagulating  the  fibrin. 

In  ray  next,  you  may  expect  Gleanings  among  the  ffospitaU. 
Paris,  Nov.  7,  1853.  *     *     • 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
will  be  held  in  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  on  Tuesday,  May  2d,  1854. 

The  secretaries  of  all  societies,  and  all  other  bodies  entitled  to  re- 
presentation in  the  association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  the  under- 
signed correct  lists  of  their  respective  delegations  as  soon  as  they  may 
be  appointed ;  and  it  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments that  the  appointments  be  made  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Art.  2d  of  the  constitution  :  •'  Each 
local  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  association  one 
delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members,  and  one  for  every 
additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  of  this  number. 

'*  The  faculty  of  every  regularly  organized  medical  college  or  chartered 
school  of  medicine,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  delegates. 
The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or  municipal  hospital  contain- 
ing one  hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
two  delegates ;  and  every  other  permanently  organized  medical  institution 
of  good  standing?:,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate." 

'*  Delegates  representing  the  medical  staffs  of  the  United  States  army 
and  navy,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  army  and  navy  medi- 
cal bureaux.  The  number  of  delegates  so  appointed  shall  be  four  from 
the  army  medical  officers,  and  an  equal  number  from  the  navy  medical 
officers." 

The  latter  clause  in  relation  to  delegates  from  the  army  and  navy, 
was  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Association,  held  in  New  York,  in  May,  1 853. 

£.  S.  Lemoine, 
Sec.  American  Medical  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Medical  Press  of  the  United  States  is  respectfully  requested  to 
copy  the  foregoing. 


1854.]  MUarial.  139 

To  the  Medical  Profession  in  New  England  and  New  York. 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Epidemics  in  New- 
England  and  New  York,  in  order  to  make  a  report  at  the  coming  session 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  must  have  material  for  this  purpose 
from  medical  men  in  different  portions  of  the  field  indicated.  No  report 
has  been  made  from  this  section  since  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
at  the  session  in  Charleston,  in  1851,  simply  from  want  of  such  material. 
The  chairman  would  therefore  call  upon  such  of  the  profession  in  New 
England  and  New  York,  as  have  in  their  possession  interesting  facts  or 
results  of  general  observations,  to  furnish  them  to  him,  that  they  may  be 
embodied  in  his  report.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  observations  cover 
all  the  period  since  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  viz.,  May,  1851. 
It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  specify  the  points  on  which  observers  can 
report,  ii&  these  will  readily  suggest  themselves. 

It  is  desired  that  all  communications  be  forwarded  by  the  1st  of 
March.  Worthinoton  Hooksr. 

New  ffaven,  Dec,  20,  1853. 


dKiitnnaL 


American  Medical  Association, — We  beg  leave  to  direct  attention  to  the  no- 
tices of  the  Association  in  our  present  number.  The  first  is  that  of  the  Secretary, 
requesting  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association, 
to  be  held  at  St  Louis,  in  May  next,  and  the  forwarding  their  names  to  the  Secre- 
taty.  Dr.  Lemoine,  of  that  place,  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable.  The  importance 
of  complying  with  this  request  can  only  bo  duly  appreciated  by  those  more  di- 
rectly concerned  in  the  management  of  the  business  affairs  of  the  association.  We 
hope  that  the  labors  of  the  Secretary  will  be  lightened  by  early  attention  to  this 
request  The  second  notice  is  that  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Epide- 
mics in  New  England  and  New  York,  Prof.  Worthin  gton  Hooker,  of  Yale  Medi- 
cal Institution,  calling  upon  those  in  the  profession  in  these  sections  of  our 
country,  to  communicate  to  him  any  interesting  facts  or  results  of  observation  in 
their  possession,  bearing  upon  the  important  subject  in  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  they  may  be  embodied  in  his  report,  to  be  presented  at  the  meeting 
in  May  next  No  report  has  yet  been  submitted  by  this  committee  since  its 
appointment  in  May,  1851, "  simply  from  want  of  such  material,'^  for  which  they 
most  depend  chiefly  upon  their  brethren  in  different  parts  of  this  State  and 
New  England.  Prof.  U.  wishes  the  observations  to  cover  all  the  period  since 
May*  1851,  and  that  they  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Ist  of  March. 

We  regret  that  want  of  room  compels  us  to  leave  out  entirely  the  Bibliogra- 
phical Notices  we  had  intended  for  the  present  number,  and  also  an  interesting 
letter  of  our  Paris  correspondent,  Dr.  Johnston.    A  rare  case  of  •*  Fatty  Dis- 
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charges  from  the  Bowels,"  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Wells,  had  to  be  withdrawn  after 
having  been  set  up,  to  enable  us  to  give  the  usual  variety  to  our  pages.  It  will 
appear  in  our  next,  and  also  Dr.  Johnston's  letter. 


d^xtrarts  frnm  Sfournali 


Domestic. — Tincture  of  Iodine  in  Smallpox,  Dr.  James  Craw- 
ford, of  Montreal,  has  recently  published  a  statement  of  additional  cases 
to  prove  the  value  of  tincture  oi  iodine  as  an  ectrotic  remedy  in  small- 
pox, a  practice  recommended  by  him  upwards  of  nine  years  ago.  He 
uses  a  saturated  tincture  of  iodine,  and  has  it  brushed  freely  over  the 
face  once  or  twice  daily ^  from  the  earliest  day  of  the  eruption  that  is  prac- 
ticable, and  continuing  the  repetition  of  the  application  daily,  or  oftencr, 
during  the  period  of  tlu  maturation  of  the  pustules.  The  earlier  the 
application  is  commenced  the  more  efficacious  it  proves.  The  inflammatory 
and  ulcerative  processes  are  controlled,  and  the  intolerable  itching  re- 
lieved. Dr.  C.  has  extended  the  application  over  nearly  the  whole  body, 
without  any  evil  consequence  or  inconvenience. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  application  is  pain,  which  speedily  sub- 
sides, and  gradually  abates  in  severity,  after  the  first  few  applications. 
Dr.  C.  gives  the  testimony  in  behalf  of  this  practice,  of  some  of  his  col- 
leagues in  the  Mediciil  College,  in  which  ho  is  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine,  and  also  of  others  who  have  tried  it  themselves,  and  also  of 
Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  who  saw  some  of  the  cases  treated  by  him,  and  testi- 
fies to  its  value  as  a  valuable  application  in  these  cases. — Quoted  by 
Medical  Examiner,  Dec,  1853. 

Inversion  of  the  Uterus.  Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Buffalo  Journal,  gives  in  the  November  number  of  the  Journal  a  case 
of  mversion  of  the  uterus  successfully  reduced,  with  an  analysis  of  sixty- 
seven  cases,  collected  from  various  sources,  including  the  entire  number 
he  found  on  record — of  these  sixty-seven  cases,  twenty-one  were  reduced 
and  recovered ;  thirty-three  became  chronic  ;  and  thirteen  proved  fatal. 

Pustulation,  A  writer  in  the  Nashville  Journal  recommends  a 
bacon  rind  as  a  better  means  of  producing  pustulation  than  the  different 
articles  in  common  use.  He  says  it  never  fails,  and  produces  no  pain. 
The  pustules  may  be  wiped  off,  and  the  rind  be  immediately  applied — 
the  next  day  there  is  a  new  crop,  which  should  be  again  wiped  off,  and 
the  rind  re-applied.  A  piece  of  old  bacon  rind,  as  large  as  the  part  to 
be  pustulated,  is  to  be  taken — the  fat  to  be  pretty  well  trimmed  off 
from  the  inside,  then  merely  washed  with  soap  and  water,  and  confined 
to  the  part.     The  same  piece  will  answer  for  an  indefinite  period. 
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FoRKioN. — tiaryngeal  Polypus.  Dr.  G^  Fourdes  has  added  another 
to  the  few  cases  of  laryoffeal  polypus  on  record.  The  patient  was  a 
chDd,  7  years  old,  of  feeble  constitution,  and  of  lymphatic  temperament 
Tracheotomy  was  proposed  in  the  consultation  which  was  held,  but  was 
objected  to  ;  and  emetics,  cauterization,  tartar  emetic,  &c,  &c.,  were 
used,  but  without  avail.  On  examination  after  death,  a  reddbh,  toler- 
ably soft  tumor,  studded  with  protuberances,  of  the  size  and  form  of  a 
flattened  strawberry,  was  found  occupying  the  left  ventricle  of  the 
larynx,  and  extending  over  the  aretynoid  cartilages,  to  the  right  ventricle, 
wmch  was  intact.  The  posterior  and  left  lateral  portions  of  the  glottis 
were  closed  by  the  polypus,  which  occupied  about  three  fourths  of  the 
opening*  and  was  attached  to  the  larynx  by  a  very  wide  base.  A 
diagnoos  of  the  case  was  not  made  before  death :  if  it  had  been,  M. 
Foordes  thinks  that  the  performance  of  tracheotomy  might  have  afforded 
the  child  a  £iir  chance  of  recovery,  and  he  contributes  the  case  as  an 
additional  argument  in  favor  of  the  operation  in  cases  of  this  disease. 
Gae,  Med.  de  Strasbourg^  Jan.  24,  1853 — quoted  by  Dublin  Quart. 
Jour.  Med.9  Aug.,  1853. 
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Crrt.'^B^levue  HospiiaL  Dr.  S.  Conant  Foster  has  rerigned  his  place  ai 
vlsitiDff  Physician  to  Bellevne  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Isaac  £.  Taylor  has  Men  ap- 
pointed in  nis  place. 

New  York  Society  for  relief  cf  widows  and  orphans  of  Medical  Men.  At  the 
eleventh  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  in  November,  the  foUowin^^  gen- 
tlemen were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  PresiderU — Dr.  Isaac  Wood. 
Vice  Presidents — James  Anderson,  G.  P.  Cammann,  H.  D.  Bulkley. 
'JHreasurer — E:  L.  Beadle.  At  the  meetmg  of  the  managers  subsequently 
held,  Dr.  J.  W.  6.  Clements  was  unanimously  re-elected  Secretary.  The 
funds  of  the  Society  now  amonnt  to  over  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  nearly  the 
whole  of  which  is  invested  on  bond  and  mortgage,  at  seven  per  cent  One 
widow  and  her  four  children  now  receive  aid  from  the  Society. 

St.  Nicholas  Society.  At  the  late  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  Drs.  Benj. 
Drake  andAbr.  Dubois  were  elected  physicians  of  the  Society,  and  Drs. 
J.  C.  Cheesman  and  R.  S.  Kissam  consultmg  physicians. 

We  learn  that  a  new  Medical  Monthly  Journal,  to  be  conducted  by  the 
faulty  of  the  New-York  Medical  College,  is  about  being  commenced  in  this 
^ty,  to  be  published  under  the  favorable  auspices  of  Mr.  rntnam. 

Dr.  James  B.  McCaw  has  associated  himself  with  Dr.  Otis,  as  editor  of  the 
Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  since  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Thomas. 

We  understand  that  the  Escuiapian,  edited  by  Dr.  Griswold,  has  been  dis- 
eontinaed. 
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MttcsuAHBOTTB^— BrooUyn  City  HotoUaL  The  Tnuteee  of  this  Institu- 
tion have  dedded  to  complete  immedisteljr  their  building  on  Raymond  street, 
by  the  erection  of  another  wing  to  the  main  building. 

The  Vuke  Prize«  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  was  awarded  thii 
year  to  Dr.  J.  F.  Peebles,  of  Petersborg,  Va.,  for  his  Essay  on  the  Displace- 
ments of  the  Non-Gravid  Uterus,  their  local  and  conatitational  eflfecta, 
treatment,  dtc. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  annnal  meeting  of  the  Virginia  Medical 
Society,  in  April,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Journal,  under  the 
auspices  of  tiie  Medical  Society  of  Virginia,  reported  through  Dr.  Boltor, 
Chairman,  in  ikvor  of  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Journal,  to  be  edited  bv 
a  corps  of  seven  editors,  to  be  annually  eleeted  by  the  Virginia  Medieal  Soci- 
e^« — one  to  be  a  financial  editor,  and  receive  a  salary  of  from  (800  to 
•3,000. 

Prof.  Worihington  Hooker,  of  Yale  Medical  College,  is  engaged  in 
preparing  a  book  on  Physiology,  for  the  higher  classes  in  whools. 

Drs.  F.  G.  Smith  and  John  B.  Biddle  have  retured  from  the  editorial  c|iair 
of  the  Medical  Examiner,  of  Philadelphia,  and  are  to  be  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Samuel  L.  Hollingsworth,  of  whom  they  speak  as  fully  qualified  in  every 
respect  for  the  post  The  December  No.  of  the  Examiner  terminates  the  9th 
volume  of  that  journal,  with  which  Dr.  S.  has  been  associated  from  the  be- 
innning,  and  these  gentlemen  can  both  retire  with  the  consciousness  that  the 
Examiner  will  continue  to  hold  the  high  rank  to  which  their  labors  have  elevat- 
ed it. 

AilarOa  Journal  of  Medicine,  Drs.  H.  A.  Ramsavand  I.  G.  Westmoreland, 
of  AUanta,  Georgia,  propose  to  publish  a  Monthly  Medical  Journal  under  this 
title  in  that  city,  to  contain  about  forty  pages,  at  two  dollars  a  year.    The  pro- 

rtus  contidns  good  promises  as  to  energy  and  industry,  and  decided  opposi- 
^to  *'  secret  nostrums  and  humbuggery  r  &D<i  the  Journal  will  be  devoted, 
among  other  things,  to  the  physicuLi  peculiarities  of  the  negro  race.  The 
editors'  take  a  high  stand  in  everything  calculated  to  give  character  and 
interest  to  a  periodical ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  every  enort  will  be  made  to 
dMorve  success.  Dr.  Ramsay  is  already  well  known  as  an  independent  thinker, 
and  a  ready  writer. 

Cholera  at  New  Orleans.  Of  21 1  deaths  at  New  Orleans,  reported  for  the 
weekendlngNov.  28th,  129  were  from  cholera;  and  of  264  deaths  for  the 
week  endinff  Dec.  Uth,  111  were  from  cholera;  and  for  the  week  ending  Dec. 
18th,  163,  of  which  36  were  by  cholera  and  3  by  yellow  fever,  affording  the 
gratifying  intelligence  that  both  these  scourges  are  about  leaving  this  devoted 
city. 

Dr.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans,  already  so  favorably  known  for  his  contri- 
butions to  medical  literature,  has  nearly  completed  a  full  and  minute  account 
of  the  late  epidemic  in  that  city,  in  a  pamphlet  of  about  fifty  pages,  soon  to 
appear— and  purposes  to  give  a  M\  history  of  yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans 
and  its  neighborhood,  in  a  volume  of  360  to  400  pages,  to  be  published  next 
spring.  Such  an  enterprise  deserves  every  encouragement,  and  will  doubtless 
meet  with  success. 
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Ikaasenc^-^h^uence  <f  Employments  and  Prtfesticns  on  Langeviijf. 
Mr.  Walker,  Secretaiy  of  State  of  Masaaehnsetts,  has  prepared  a  table  of  the 
▼ooationa  as  well  as  the  ages  of  several  thoasand  persons  who  died  between 
1833  and  1850,  showing  the  following  results  :— 

VoMttoB.  Vnahut,  Armft^tAdmik. 

Shoemakers,    .    1,011    .    43.04 
Merchants,    .    .    360      .  61.02 


▼«eati«B.  Vwaabn.  Armw^  »ge  at  dMth. 

Farmers,  .    .  4,974  .    .    63.83 

Laborers,     .  2,283             46.39 

Carpenters,  .  .  662  .    .   49.28 


Professional  men,   812    .    57.60 

Dr.  Potter,  of  Salem  (Mass).,  has  recovered  a  verdict  of  $1,550  against 
the  corporation  of  that  city,  for  injuries  occasioned  to  himself  and  horse  in 
consequence  of  a  defect  in  one  of  the  streets. 

There  are  1,406  physicians  in  Massachusetts,  including  all  who  make  a 
profession  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  a  number  compared  to  that  of  the  in- 
habitants as  1  to  about  707. 

Dr.  George  C.  Shattnck,  of  Boston,  lately  gave  #14,000  to  Harvard  Uni^ 
▼ersity,  to  found  a  Professorship  of  Morbid  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College.  . 

The  brain  of  the  late  Senator  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire,  weighed  56^      \ 
ounces,  avoirdupois,  which  is  7^  ounces  less  that  the  weight  of  Mr.  Webster's,     /  Yv 
a  little  more  than  that  of  Spurzheim,  and  7  ounces  more  than  that  of  Dupuy-         ' 
tren.    Cuvier's  brain  weighed  64i  ounces,  and  Abercrombie's  63  ounces. 

Weddy  Mortality^  Citt. — For  the  week  ending  Dec.  3d.,  360 :  consnmp* 
Hon,  47 ;  apoplexy,  8;  inflammation  of  brain,  3 ;  pneumonia,  26 ;  scarlet  fever, 
3 ;  small-pox,  29;  croup,  13 ;  dysentery,  9;  convulsions,  28;  typhus  fever  (in- 
eluding  ^'typhoid  *^,  5.  For  the  week  ending  Dec.  10th,  376 :  consumption, 
46 ;  apoplexv,  2 ;  pneumonia,  21 ;  scarlet  fever,  8 ;  measles,  2 ;  small-pox,  16 ; 
croupi  11 ;  dysentery,  3 ;  cholera,  9;  convulsions,  36;  typhus  fever  (including, 
**  typhoid"),  11.  For  the  week  ending  17th,  381 :  consumption,  41 ;  apoplexy 
5 ;  pneumonia,  19 ;  scarlet  f^ver,  7 ;  small-pox,  23 ;  croup,  13;  dysentery,  6 ; 
cholera,  4 ;  convulsions,  42 ;  puerperal  fever,  5 ;  typhus  fever  (including 
'^  typhoid"),  11.  For  the  week  ending  Dec.  24th,  614:  consumption,  65; 
apoplexy,  6 ;  pneumonia,  31 ;  congestion  of  lungs,  10;  scarlet  fever,  6 ;  small- 
pox, 36;  varioloid,  1 ;  croup,  36;  dysentery,  4;  cholera,  1 ;  convulsions,  48; 
puerperal  fever,  4 ;  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid  "),  1 1. 

Brooklyn.— For  the  week  ending  Dec.  3d.,  65  :  adults,  26;  children,  39. 
For  the  week  ending  Dec  10th,  62 :  adults,  27 ;  children,  26.  For  the  week 
ending  Dec.  17th,  86 :  adults,  34 ;  children,  62.  For  the  week  ending  Dec. 
a4th,  66:  adults,  19 ;  children,  37. 

FoKSTGN. — YeUow  Fever  in  Bermuda,  The  ravages  of  this  disease  in 
Bermuda,  both  among  the  inhabitants  and  the  militair,  have  been  distressmg. 
Up  to  the  6th  of  October  last,  the  total  number  of  deaths  at  St  Geor^'s  was 
360,  which  is  26  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population ;  but  as  the  natives  are 
almost  wholly  preserved,  the  mortality  was  full  50  per  cent,  among  the  military 
and  convict  establishments.  One  regiment  lost  over  160  men,  and  five  officers. 
JSot  few  cases  have  appeared  at  Hamilton. 

The  fever  is  stated  to  have  first  shown  itself  at  St  David's  Island,  in  a  lad, 
nrho  wore  the  clothes  of  a  brother  who  died  at  New  Orleans.    The  second 

I  at  the  fort  was  that  of  a  woman  who  had  picked  up  the  clothes  (thrown 
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overbovd)  of  a  Udy  who  had  died  on  board  a  West  India  steamer.  The  third 
waa  that  of  a  goanC  who  had  been  at  the  honae  of  the  first  cane  at  St  David's 
laland.  The  disease  then  went  fkom  the  fort,  house  by  house,  np  the  town. 
This  origin  of  the  disease,  however,  is  denied  hj  others. 

The  black  vomit  is  said  to  have  been  speemly  cured  in  two  cases  fai  chil« 
dren,  by  administering  an  ounce  eaeh  of  olive  oil  and  lemon  juice.  This  plan 
of  treatmoit  seems  to  have  been  introduced  by  Dr.  Arocha,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  used  with  greatsuecess  in  Caracoaa.  He  recommends  two  ounces  of  eaeh, 
olive  oil  and  lemon  juice,  to  be  given  frequently,  until  it  remains  on  the 
stomach,  and  afterwards  at  mtervals  of  six  hours,  until  the  patient  ia  out  of 
danger;  thin  broths  also  to  be  administered. 

From  the  last  accounts,  the  severity  of  the  disease  had  much  abatsd, 
although  cases  are  continuing  to  occur. 

Comparati'fe  mortality  in  France^  England^  and  Prusiia,  In  Frsnoe,  the 
annual  mortality  is  1  in  42;  in  England,  1  in  45 ;  in  Prussia,  1  in  38 ;  in  Aus- 
tria, 1  in  33 ;  in  Russia,  1  in  28.  In  the  latter  country,  the  mortality  to 
100,000  living  is  3,590  annually,  while  that  of  100,000  living  in  England  ia 
3,307.  In  most  of  the  towns  of  Italy,  the  mortality  is  3  or  4  for  100  ;  at 
Naples,  to  100,000  livmg,  there  are  4,046  deaths  annually.  The  mortality  is, 
therefore,  less  in  England  than  in  these  other  countries,  notwithstanding  the 
high  rate  of  mortality  in  her  manofaeturing  towns. 

Cholera  in  Paris.  The  number  of  cases  of  cholera,  treated  in  the  civil  and 
military  hospitals  of  Paris,  up  to  the  9th  of  December,  inclusive,  was  479 ;  the 
number  of  deaths  at  the  hospitals  was  210 ;  at  the  domiciles  of  patients,  214, 
making  a  mortality  of  434  out  of  479  cases. 

Snudlfwc  at  Sandwich  Islands,  The  small-pox  had  not  entirely  diaap- 
peared  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  at  the  latest  date,  October  32.  The  entire 
number  of  cases  reported  for  the  island  of  Oahu,  was  5,767,  of  deaths,  3,170. 
The  vaoeinations  during  the  month  were  1,097. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  where  the  laws  with  referenee  to  vaccination 
are  particularly  strict,  the  year  1847,  out  of  a  total  mortality  of  45,850,  there 
were  but  e^^  deaths  from  smalUpox,  or  1  in  5,728. 

Vaccination  has  been  made  compulsory  in  Egypt  In  the  year  1861, 
79,108  children  were  vaccinated  by  the  public  employes. 

Deaths  from  Chloroform.  Two  deaths  have  recentlv  occurred  tmder  the 
use  of  chloroform  in  London — one  at  the  University  College  Hospital  in  a 

Sktient,  previous  to  an  operation  for  hernia,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Qaain,  and 
e  other  at  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  a  woman,  in  whose  case  Mr.  Paget 
was  about  to  apply  caustic  to  a  rodent  ulcer  of  the  vagina. 
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Died  in  this  eity,  Nov.  30,  Dr.  Maubici  O'K.  Rxedt,  in  the  44th  year  of 
his  age. 

I%cember  1st,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Barbett,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 

December  7th,  Thomas  G.  Mowbr,  M.  D.,  surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army, 
aged  62  years. 

December  20,  of  typhus  fever,  Mr.  Qeorab  Hopkins,  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
and  member  of  Crosby  street  Medical  College,  in  the  26th  year  of  hia  a^. 

At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  A.  Hester,  a  distinguished  phyncian  of  that  city,  mnd 
editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
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Cases  of  Lead  Disease  treated  in  the  Nevt  York  Hospital  hy  the  Iodide 
of  Potassium,    By  H.  S.  Swift»  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician. 

Within  the  last  few  years,  the  attention  of  the  profession  has  been 
directed  to  that  class  of  diseases  produced  by  saturnine  poisoning ;  but 
more  especially  since  the  publicatimi  of  the  plan  of  treatment  proposed 
by  H.  Melsens — ^tbat  of  eliminaUng  the  metaJlic  poison  from  the  system 
by  the  iodide  of  potassium.  This  plan  has  already  received  such  a 
fayorable  notice  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  to  its  details. 
Within  the  last  nine  months,  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testmg  its 
TBhie  suffidently  to  establish  its  efficacy.  Although  the  leading  facts 
hare  already  been  pnblished  in  a  former  number  of  this  journal,  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  cases  may  perhaps  be  of  interest. 

This  treatment  was  adopted  in  28  cases,  and  the  results  thus  far 
have  been  highly  satasfaetory.  In  13  instances  the  urine  was  submitted 
to  chemical  analysis,  and  the  investigation  has  established  the  fact  that 
the  lead  may  be  eliminated  from  the  system  by  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
and  found  m  the  uriAe.  In  no  case  was  the  lead  detected  before  the 
administration  of  the  remedy.  The  chemical  analyses  were  made  by 
Prof.  Outram,  and  the  results  of  bis  experiments  are  perfectly  reliable. 

All  the  patients  began  to  improve  rapidly  after  this  treatment  was 
adopted,  ^ough  they  had  previously  resisted  the  ordinary  means.  No 
bad  effects  resulted  from  the  long-continued  use  of  the  remedy.  In 
two  cases,  as  M.  Melsens  suggests  may  occur,  the  symptoms  were  at 
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first  sligbtlj  aggravated,— one  of  them  was  profasely  salivated  while 
under  treatment,  and  the  other  slightlj  so.  One  patient  also  suffered 
from  coryza  and  gastric  disturbance  for  a  few  days ;  but  the  treatment 
was  only  suspended  for  a  short  time.  One  patient  was  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  iodide  of  potassium  for  six  months,  one  for  five  and  a  half, 
and  another  for  four  months. 

In  case  6,  the  urine  was  examined  shortly  after  the  treatment  was 
commenced,  and  merely  a  trace  of  lead  was  detected.  The  quantity 
sensibly  increased,  until  it  was  clearly  shown  both  in  the  urine  and 
saliva ;  and  as  the  patient  convalesced,  it  disappeared  entirely,  and  the 
iodide  of  potassium  was  found  abundantly  in  the  saliva.  In  case  5,  we 
did  not  suspect  the  existence  of  lead-poisoning  until  after  the  patient  had 
been  put  upon  treatment  for  constitutional  syphilis.  While  under  this 
treatment,  a  well-defined  ''  blue  line  "  appeared  upon  the  gums.  The 
urine  was  then  examined,  and  found  to  contain  lead. 

Of  the  twenty-three  cases  treated  by  the  iodide  of  potassium,  sixteen 
have  been  discharged  cured,  and  three  so  far  relieved  as  to  be  able  to 
resume  their  ordinary  duties ;  four  are  still  under  treatment,  and  are 
gradually  improving.  Thirteen  of  the  patients  suffered  from  lead  colic, 
complicated  with  neuralgia,  arthralgia,  &c.,  four  had  paralysis  of  the 
wrists,  and  in  six  the  paralysis  was  general. 

I  select  the  following  cases  as  the  most  interesting  in  which  the 
iodide  of  potassium  was  used  : 

OAsb  1.  Jas.  B— — -,  a  druggist,  had  complained  for  six  weeks  of 
constipation,  tormina,  weakness  of  the  legs,  paralysis  of  the  extenaors  of 
the  right  thumb,  and  tendency  to  dropping  of  both  wrists.  He  was 
admitted  Aug.  9th,  1853.  The  peculiar  blue  line  existed  along  the 
margin  of  the  gums.  He  was  pale  and  emaciated,  and  so  feeble  that 
he  could  not  walk  without  assistance.  The  urine  was  examined,  but 
without  finding  lead.  He  was  then  ordered  potass,  iodid.,  grs.  y.  Ut 
tn  <fie,  gradually  increased  to  3i.  per  diem.  After  a  few  days,  lead 
appeared  in  the  urine.  The  urine,  which  at  the  time  of  adnoiasioiL 
was  scanty  and  high  colored,  became  natural  in  quantity  and  color. 
He  had  been  under  various  kmds  of  treatment,  with  no  benefit.  His 
disease  had  never  been  suspected.  He  now  rapidly  regained  hia  flesh 
and  strength.  The  neuralgic  pains  entirely  disappeared,  and  he  was 
able  to  walk  about  the  ward.  He  left  the  hoapitiil  Sept.  10th,  at  hia 
own  request. 
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Cabs  2.  Hugh  D ,  set.  28,  a  natiye  of  Ireland,  tinsmith,  ad- 
mitted April  9th,  1853,  at  the  same  time  with  a  younger  brother,  Dennis, 
both  Buffering  from  lead  disease.  He  stated  that  in  Aug.,  1851,  his 
father's  family,  consisting  of  four  males  and  three  females,  moved  into  a 
house  which  had  been  painted  but  three  days  previously.  There  were 
also  two  boarders,  who  refrained  with  the  family  a  whole  year.  Three 
w^eks  after  this  exposure  to  the  influence  of  lead,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  a  lad  of  17  years,  became  affected  with  twisting  pains  in  the 
abdomen,  constipation,  and  ihe  ordinary  symptoms  of  lead  colic.  Six 
weeks  after,  these  symptoms  were  followed  by  complete  paralysis  of  the 
«pper  and  lower  extremities.  In  the  week  following,  the  father  became 
similarly  affected,  followed  in  one  year  by  general  paralysis.  Both  of 
these  have  since  died.  This  patient  enjoyed  good  health  until  Dec, 
1852,  sixteen  months  after  the  exposure  to  the  paint,  while  the  other 
brother,  Dennis,  was  unaffected  until  February  last.  The  females  and 
two  boarders  have  been  exempt  from  the  disease.  All  these  patients 
followed  different  occupations,  none  of  which  had  any  connection  with 
lead.  The  father  was  a  wood  turner ;  the  younger  brother  had  no 
employment,  and  Ddnnis  was  a  harness-maker.  The  water  was  sup- 
plied to  them  from  a  wooden  pump.  No  leaden  vessels  were  employed 
about  the  kitchen  ;  and,  remote  as  the  case  may  seem,  no  other  general 
exposure  to  lead  could  be  ascertained  than  the  one  above  referred  to. 

In  Dec,  1852,  the  patient  began  to  complain  of  symptoms  of  lead 
colic  These  continued  until  the  time  of  his  admissioD,  in  April.  His 
bowels  were  obstinately  constipated,  and  were  never  moved  without 
cathartics.  He  continued  to  perform  his  daily  avocation,  with  slight 
interruptions,  until  January,  when  the  symptoms  became  so  severe  as  to 
compel  him  to  give  up  work,  and  he  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  most 
o£  the  time  since.  A  month  ago,  he  noticed  a  **  burning  sensation  "  and 
soreness  in  the  soles  of  the  feet,  which  gradually  extended  up  the  limbs. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  a  feeling  of  numbness,  but  there  was  no  loss 
of  voluntary  motion.  Three  weeks  after,  the  same  soreness  appeared  in 
the  left  deltoid  muscle,  which,  in  like  manner,  extended  down  the  arm. 
This  was  shortly  followed  by  dropping  of  the  wrist,  and  paralysis  and 
dropping  of  the  little,  ring,  and  middle  finger  in  succession.  The  thumb 
and  index  finger  have  never  been  affected.  In  about  one  week,  the 
same  phenomena  occurred  in  the  right  arm.  Ten  days  since,  he 
observed  partial  paralysis  of  his  limbs.  At  the  time  of  admission  there 
was  c<»nplete  paralysis  of  the  arms  and  wrists,  imperfect  control  of  the 
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lower  extremities,  and  lead  colic  The  gums  were  softened  and  ulcer- 
ated, but  the  blue  border  of  the  gums  was  well  defined. 

He  was  ordered  pil.  strych.,  gr.  ^,  ter  tn  die.  Six  days  after*  be 
noticed  abdominal  twitching,  evidently  produced  by  the  strychnioe. 
The  bowels  were  then  freely  moyed,  and  were  open  regularly  withMii 
cathartics  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  hospital.  His 
urme  was  submitted  to  an  imperfect  examination.  There  were  ao 
evidences  of  lead.  On  the  13th,  he  commenced  the  iodide  of  pot.,  gn» 
XT.  in  die,  gradually  increased  to  3  i.  On  the  25th|  the  pains  in  the  soles 
of  the  feet,  which  had  been  unusually  severe,  had  entirely  left  him* 
The  limbs  had  decidedly  improved,  while  the  upper  extremities  remained 
the  same.  Takes  pot.  iod.,  3  i.  in  die. 

May  13th.  Is  able  to  walk  about  with  little  effort,  and  b  gradually 
reguning  the  use  of  his  hands.  The  blue  line  has  nearly  disappeared* 
July  6th,  was  able  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  ward*  There  was  no  lead 
in  the  urine.  Two  weeks  after,  it  appeared  in  the  urine,  and  iodide  of 
potassium  was  found]  in  the  saliva.  Sept.  18th.  The  evidences  c^  lead 
had  disappeared.    He  was  discharged  cured  on  the  14th  of  Ootober. 

Cabb  3.  Dennis  D ,  brother  of  the  last-named  patient,  aged  22y 

a  harness-maker  by  occupation,  was  admitted  April  9th,  1853,  with 
entire  loss  of  the  use  of  the  arms,  imperfect  control  of  the  lower  limbs, 
and  lead  colic.  In  his  case,  the  thumbs  and  index  fingers  were  paralyzed 
and  dropping,  while  the  other  fingers  were  unaffected.  The  same  treat* 
ment  precisely  was  pursued. 

May  16  th.  He  was  able  to  walk  without  assistance,  and  was  grad- 
ually gaining  the  use  of  his  arms.  July  Idth.  Lead  was  found  in  the 
urine  and  saliva.  Patient  was  profusely  salivated,  and  the  treatment 
suspended  two  weeks.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  tbis  salivation 
was  owing  to  the  "  liberation  of  mercury"  by  the  solvent  power  of  the 
iodide  of  potassium. 

Sept.  18th.  There  were  no  evidences  of  lead  in  the  urine. 

Kov.  1st.  He  entirely  recovered  the  strength  of  his  hands,  though 
slight  paralysis  of  the  fingers  reraafned.  Was  discharged  decidedly 
relieved,  Nov.  19th.  Since  he  left  the  hospital,  he  has  been  able  to  gain 
a  livelihood,  and  is  gradually  acquiring  the  use  of  his  hands.  In  both 
these  cases,  the  reason  the  lead  did  not  appear  earlier  in  the  urine,  is 
probably  owing  to  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  examinations  were 
made.    The  first  specimen  submitted  to  the  analysis  of  Prof.  OutraiA 
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eontaiaed  lead,  though  sereral  days  had  elapsed  siace  the  last  ex- 
smination. 

Gasb  4.  A  laborer,  aged  30,  was  admitted  April  6tb,  1853,  with 
lead  colic,  pains  in  limbs  and  soles  of  feet,  constipalion,  dec.  The  attack 
was  referred  to  drinking  water  which  was  brought  a  long  distance  in 
leaden  pipes.  His  bowels  were  never  moved  without  medicine.  Ordered 
pil.  strych.  gr.  ^,  ter  in  die.  On  the  10th,  he  noticed  abdominal 
iwitchings,  and  his  bowels  were  freely  opened,  and  they  remained  so 
while  he  continued  under  treatment.  On  the  20th,  he  began  to 
convalesce  from  an  attack  of  typhus  fever,  contracted  in  the  house,  and 
then  became  affected  with  general  paralysis.  He  was  much  prostrated 
by  the  attack  of  fever,  and  convalescence  was  very  slow.  May  14th.  He 
was  ordered  pot.  iodid.  grs.  xv  in  die^  increased  to  3  i.  At  the  time  he 
•commenced  taking  the  iodide  of  potassium,  he  was  so  much  prostrated  as 
to  require  porter  and  generous  diet.  He  had  no  power  whatever  in  his 
arms,  and  his  gait  was  so  insecure  that  he  could  not  walk  without  assist- 
ance. He,  however,  began  to  improve  rapidly,  and  in  one  month  was  able 
to  feed  himself  and  walk  unassisted.  July  6th.  The  urine  was  carefully 
•ezaminedf  but  no  lead  was  detected.  On  the  13th,  it  was  ascertained, 
by  chemical  analysis,  to  exist  in  the  urine  and  saliva.  He  was  com- 
pletely cured,  Oct.  11th. 

Cask  5.  Peter  Conway,  50,  Ire.,  porter,  was  admitted  June  20tb, 
1853.  He  bad  complained  for  several  weeks  of  constipation  and  vague 
neuralgic  pains  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  especially  in  the  abdomen 
and  lower  extremities.  There  was  no  blue  line  on  the  gums,  and  we  did 
not  suspect  the  presence  of  lead.  The  pains  were  regarded  as  syphilitic 
in  their  character,  and  he  was  put  upon  treatment  for  constitutional 
syphilis.  He  had  had  the  primary  disease  several  years  before. 
After  taking  the  iodide  of  potassium  a  short  time,  a  well-marked  blue 
line  appeared  along  the  margin  of  the  gums.  The  urine,  on  examina- 
tion, was  found  to  contain  lead, 

Cass  6.  A  vocalist,  aged  33,  was  admitted  May  2l8t,  1853,  much 
prostrated  from  an  obstinate  attack  of  diarrhoea,  which  had  troubled 
faim  for  two  months.  His  health  had  also  been  much  impaired  by 
liis  previous  intemperate  habits.  His  constitution  was  entirely  broken 
down.  It  was  feared  that  he  was  suffering  from  incipient  cirrhosis. 
There  was  tenderness  over  the  right  hypochondrium.    The  liver  was 
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enlarged ;  tbe  urine  bigh-colored  and  scanty ;  the  countenance  sallow, 
and  the  conjunctiva  tinged  yellow.  He  also  complained  of  nenralgic 
pains  in  the  limbs,  excruciating  pains  in  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and  a 
partial  loss  of  power  in  the  limbs.  The  treatment  was  first  directed  to 
the  diarrhcea,  and  measures  adopted  to  restore  the  general  health.  On 
the  26th,  he  noticed  slight  paralysis  of  tl^e  extensors  of  the  hand,  which 
increased  so  rapidly  that  on  the  Ist  of  June  there  was  dropping  of 
both  wrists,  and  he  had  scarcely  any  power  over  them.  The  limbs 
were  also  completely  paralysed.  There  was  no  blueness  of  the  gums. 
He  had  never  suffered  from  colic.  He  had  previously  stated  that  he 
was  not  aware  of  having  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of  lead.  He 
now  remembered  to  have  spent  several  nights  in  a  newly-painted  saloon, 
and  that  he  had  drank  freely  of  champagne,  the  inferior  qualities  of 
which  are  known  to  contain  some  preparations  of  lead.  The  paralysis, 
from  these  circumstances,  was  regarded  as  depending  on  saturnine 
poison.  His  urine  was  examined,  but  no  appearance  of  lead  was  ob- 
served. June  5th,  he  commenced  taking  the  iodide  of  potassium  in 
small  doses,  gradually  increasing,  so  that  he  took  3j  of  iodide.  On  the 
13th  there  were  slight  traces  of  lead  in  the  urine,  and  in  five  days  the 
quantity  had  sensibly  increased,  and  on  the  20th,  th^  evidences  of  lead 
were  very  decided,  both  in  the  urine  and  saliva.  He  had  then  been 
under  full  treatment  for  a  month.  The  improvement  in  his  case  was 
truly  remarkable.  His  flush  bad  reUppeared;  he  had  entire  use  of  his 
hands,  and  was  able  to  move  his  limbs  at  pleasure,  though  he  had  not 
suflicient  strength  to  walk.  Sept.  18th.  Lead  had  *  disappeared  from 
the  urine.  Oct.  Ist  The  treatment  was  discontinued,  and  he  was 
ordered  strych.  acet,  grs.  -^  ter  in  die.  He  is  now  gradually  regaining 
the  power  of  his  limbs,  and  is  able  to  walk  without  assistance. 

The  oases  of  lead  colic  were  not  so  satisfactory  to  us,  as  the  patients 
were  unwilling  to  remain  under  treatment  after  the  more  acute  symp- 
toms had  disappeared,  when,  as  they  believed,  they  were  cured.  The 
blue  line,  however,  disappeared  more  rapidly  in  those  who  were  treated 
by  the  iodide  of  potassium,  and  the  chemical  proof  of  the  lead  in  the 
urine  leaves  but  little  room  for  doubt  that  the  system  might  be 
entirely  relieved  of  the  saturnine  poison,  and  that  the  cure  would  bo 
both  radical  and  complete. 

The  value  of  this  remedy  in  metallic  poison  is  fully  established  by^ 
the  observations  of  M.  Melsens  himself.    In  a  single  case  of  salivation^ 
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where  this  treatment  was  adopted,  I  have  seen  the  mercury  elfanlnated. 
through  the  kidneys,  and  lound  in  the  urine. 

Whether  the  pathology  of  these  diseases,  as  sustained  hy  M.  Mel- 
sens,  be  correct  or  not,  the  deductions  from  it  cannot  now  be  questioned 
and,  with  our  present  knowledge,  the  iodide  of  potassium  as  a  remedy 
in  these  aflfections  must  hold  the  highest  position.  The  subject  is  of 
course  a  new  one,  and  opens  a  wide  field  for  observation ;  but  the  suc- 
cess of  this  treatment  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  with  interest.  In 
none  of  the  above  cases  was  the  treatment  so  fully  carried  out  as  pro- 
posed by  M.  Melsens.     The  maximum  dose  was  Si.  in  24  hours. 

The  treatment  of  constipation  attending  lead  colic  by  strychnine* 
has  been  introduced  into  the  hospital  within  the  last  two  years.  In 
some  cases  it  had  a  most  happy  effect.  Supposing  the  constipation 
due  to  a  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intestines,  it  is  rational  to 
suppose  that  when  this  is  fully  overcome,  the  bowels  would  act  of 
themselves,  and  thus  this  symptom  would  not  only  be  relieved,  but 
cured.  In  most  instances,  cathartics  are  merely  palliative,  and  patients 
are  constantly  obliged  to  resort  to  them.  .  Why  not  treat  thi9  paralysis 
like  the  paralysis  of  the  hand  pr  limbs  f  Cases  2,  8,  and  4  were 
treated  by  the  strychnine.  In  3-6  days  the  patients  noticed  slight 
abdominal  intestinal  (?)  twitchings.  This  was  soon  followed  by  copious 
and  free  discharges  from  the  bowels,  and  they  remained  soluble  the 
remainderv  of  the  time  they  were  under  treatment,  though  for  several 
weeks  before  they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  laxatives.  In  some  cases 
where  the  symptoms  resulting  from  constipation  were  urgent,  its  action 
was  hastened  by  an  enema,  or  even  by  cathartics.  In  two  instances  m 
diarrhoea  supervened,  and  continued  until  the  strychnine  was  suspended. 
In  other  forms  of  paralysis,  strychnine  is  known  to  have  the  opposite 
effect.  In  two  cases  of  paralysis  not  depending  on  lead,  the  bowels 
became  confined  while  under  its  use.  Its  eflScacy  in  chronic  diarrhoea 
is  now  generally  admitted. 

The  injurious  effects  produced  by  the  emanations  of  lead  are  much 
more  frequent  than  is  generally  supposed.  By  referring  to  the  records, 
I  find  that  forty-seven  cases  of  the  different  forms  of  lead  disease  have 
been  treated  in  the  New  York  Hospital  within  the  last  two  years. 
Many  of  them  had  been  treated  for  '*  neuralgia,"  ''  colic,"  **  enteriiie/'  d;c. 
before  their  admission  to  the  hospital.  The  true  nature  of  their  disease 
was  not  suspected,  not  because  they  could  not  have  been  easily  recog- 
nized, but  simply  because  too  little  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  par- 
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ticuiar  class  of  diseases.  Case  No.  6  maj  be  cited  as  an  illastration  of 
this  trttth.  There  was  no  causa  in  that  case  to  suspect  the  existence  of 
lead  pois<ming.  The  patient  was  not  aware  of  havbg  been  exposed  to 
its  influence,  and  the  prominent  symptom — the  blue  line  along  the 
gums— was  entirely  absent.  This  symptom  was  present  in  forty-five 
of  the  forty-seren  cases  attended  to.  The  paralysis  in  Case  6  might 
have  easily  been  mistaken  for  an  entirely  different  disease.  The  iodide 
of  potassium  established  the  diagnosis  in  the  one,  and  confirmed  it  in 
the  other. 

Recent  experiments  have  established  the  fact,  that  one  frequent 
cause  of  lead  diseases  is  the  emanation  of  lead  from  newly-painted 
apartments.  This  cannot  be  too  forcibly  dwelt  upon,  as  many  have 
doubtless  sacrificed  their  health  through  ignorance  of  the  fact.  By  the 
following  table,  eight  patients  could  refer  their  attack  to  sleepmg  in  a 
room  freshly-painted.  I  have  seen  a  whole  family  affected  with  lead 
colic  from  this  cause  alone.  In  Cases  2  and  3,  it  may  perhaps  be 
questionable  whether  the  attack  could  be  referred  to  this  canse,  as  so 
long  a  time  had  elapsed  between  the  exposure  and  the  development  of 
this  disease. 


The  following  eases  have  been  received  into  tlte  New  York  Hospital 
since  September  14  th,  1851. 
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New  York  Hospital^  January  16,  1854. 
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2b  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times. 

Dbae  Sis  :— 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Medico-Chimrgtcal  Review,  my  aitention 
was  arrested  by  an  article  on  *^  Pancreatic  Disease  and  Fatty  Dis« 
charges  ;^'  being  a  review  of  papers  read  by  Dr.  Bright,  Mr.  Lloyd  and 
Dr.  Elliotson,  some  twenty  years  ago.  Besides  the  cases  given  in  these 
papers,  the  reviewer  mentions  but  one  or  two  others,  being  all  that  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  from  the  rarity  of 
the  dbease  or  rather  phenomenon,  via.,  *^  Fatty  Alvine  Ifvacuations,^' 
that  I  am  induced  to  send  you  an  extract  from  my  case  book,  which  may 
be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 

J.  B.,  aged  45,  occupation  a  carpenter,  called  upon  me  for  advice, 
July  S7th,  1862,  Bufiferiog  at\hat  time  from  '^Diarrhoea  Adiposa.*' 
He  stated  that  formerly  his  health  was  very  good,  occasionally  com* 
plained  of  some  hepatic  disturbance,  and  had  been  several  times  treated 
for  jaundice,  which,  from  his  description,  was  never  severe  in  its 
character.  For  one  or  two  months  immediately  preoediDg  his  present 
ailment,  he  sufifered  from  some  obscure  symptoms,  such  as  shortness  of 
breath,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  pain  or  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium 
and  right  hypochondrium,  ejection  of  food  soon  after  eating,  and  an 
mdisposition  to  engage  in  active  work,  all  of  which  were  referred  to 
the  generic  term  <<  Liver  Complaint."  He  still  complains,  at  longer  or 
shorter  intervals,  of  most  of  these  symptoms. 

He  presents  himself  to  me,  to  all  appearances  a  strong,  hard-working 
man.  He  acknowledges  (occasional  ?)  intemperance,  and  has  been  in 
earlier  life  a  hard  drinker.  He  is  the  only  one  living  out  of  a  large 
femily,  ail  of  his  immediate  relatives  having  died  of  phthisis:  he  is  free 
from  this  disease  as  far  as  I  can  learn  from  physical  signs. 

For  two  years  or  more,  he  has  daily  discharged  a  quantity  of  an 
OfQy  substance,  resembling  lamp-oil  in  appearance,  which  in  a  few 
minutes  after  its  evacuation  would  become  of  the  consistency  of  soft 
wax.  Patient  states  that  the  quantity  averages  nearly  three  gills  every 
twentV'four  hours.  This  statement  seeming  incredible,  I  asked  him  to 
bring  me,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  discharge  of  a  day :  he  brought  me 
about  six  ounces.  Putting  a  taper  into  this  substance,  it  burned  well, 
giving  quite  a  bright  flame.  It  is  never  discharged  mixed  with  fiecu* 
lent  matter,  but  is  voided  either  before  or  after  his  natural  evacuation; 
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At  times  his  stools  are  composed  entirelj  of  it,  and  it  occasionally  runs 
from  him  involantarily ;  or,  to  use  his  words,  "  It  comes  away  from  me 
when  at  work,  and  I  am  only  made  conscious  of  the  fact  by  my  pants 
and  shirt  feeling  greasy."  His  fasces  vary  in  color,  showing  generally 
a  deficiency  of  bile,  and  are  very  fetid.  On  some  occasions  immedi- 
ately before  he  has  an  evacnation,  there  is  a  rumbling  noise,  resemb- 
ling that  proceeding  from  flatulence,  accompanied  by  an  unpleasant 
sensation  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  amounting  sometimes  to  serexe 
pun,  which  would  only  he  relieved  by  the  bowels  being  opened.  This, 
he  says,  is  more  frequently  the  case  when  his  stools  are  for  the  meet 
part  oil.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  listening  to  this  noise,  by  placing  my 
ear  to  his  side.  I  gained  no  other  sound  than  that  we  hear  in  borboryg- 
mus.  Of  this  strange  phenomenon,  whether  it  is  merely  a  coincidence 
or  in  any  way  connected  with  the  disease,  I  can  oflfer  no  explanation. 

The  appearance  of  the  patient,  is  not  that  of  one  who  is  laboring 
under  any  serious  organic  lesion.  Occasionally  he  suffers  pain  at  the 
scrobiculns-cordis,  with  tenderness  on  pressure,  and,  as  he  expresses 
himself,  **  a  constant  heaviness  of  the  stomach ;"  has  frequent  attacks  of 
diarrhoea,  easily  controlled  by  ordinary  measures:  these  are  the  only 
symptoms,  if  they  can  be  recognized  as  such,  of  organic  disease.  His 
appetite  b  good,  but  not  voracious :  skin  constantly  dry,  back  part  of 
the  tongue  covered  by  a  dark  brownish  coating ;  never  complains  of 
any  febrile  disturbance.  What  is  remsrkable,  there  is  no  great  loss  of 
flesh :  in  such  a  case  we  would  look  for  some  marked  degree  of  emacia- 
tion. His  muscular  strength  is  somewhat  impaired,  but  unless  he  is 
suffering  from  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  mentioned  above,  he  is  never 
kept  from  work  by  his  disease. 

The  patient  has  consulted  different  practitioners,  of  different  schools; 
but  I  am  unable  to  obtain  any  definite  or  correct  information  from  him 
as  to  what  treatment  he  has  been  subjected  to.  He  states,  that  deriving 
no  benefit  from  his  medical  advisers,  he  began  treating  himself.  Pro- 
curing some  blue  mass,  and  taking  small  quantities  at  regular  intervals, 
he  soon  produced  its  constitutional  effects ;  and  as  long  as  the  gums 
were  tender,  the  color  of  hb  stools  was  favorably  changed,  and  the  fiit- 
ty  dejections  were  in  some  measure  checked ;  they,  however,  returned 
with  renewed  violence  upon  the  suspension  of  the  remedy.  With  this 
medicine  he  anticipated  a  permanent  cure ;  but,  being  disappointed  by 
its  failure  after  two  or  three  trials,  he  came  under  my  care.  I  gave  him 
an  alterative  pill  of  blue  mass,  aloes,  and  cicuta,  to  be  taken  eveiy  nighty 
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and  an  infusion  of  colambo  and  gentian,  with  the  addition  of  20  drops 
of  ]iq.  potasssB  three  times  a  day.  This  he  continued  for  several  weeks  ; 
it  had  no  effect  on  the  disease.  The  various  alkalies  were  tried,  the 
mineral  acids,  the  astringent  tonics  ;  but  I  could  produce  no  change  in 
the  oily  discharges. 

In  October,  1852,  he  bought  a  farm ;  and  I  lost  sight  of  him  for  sev- 
eral months,  when  he  called  upon  me,  entirely  recovered.  He  declares 
that  immediately  on  changing  his  mode  of  living,  habits,  &c.,  the  oily 
dejections  so  rapidly  disappeared,  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks  there 
was  no  evident  trace  of  this  peculiar  appearance  in  his  stools.  1  recently 
saw  him,  and  a  year  has  elapsed  since  his  recovery :  during  that  period, 
he  has  but  two  or  three  times  noticed  a  slight  appearance  of  this  oily 
matter. 

In  the  recorded  cases  of  this  disease,  the  greatest  analogy  that  can 
be  traced  in  them  is  in  the  post-mortem  appearances.  Still,  in  com- 
paring the  above  case  with  those  where  the  symptoms  are  given  in 
detail,  we  find  in  many  instances  a  great  similarity.  The  occasional 
dyspeptic  symptoms  of  more  or  less  severity,  pain  in  the  epigastrium 
and  right  hypochondrium,  deficiency  of  bile  in  the  stools,  jaundice 
(which  was  only  occasional  and  slight  in  the  case  in  question),  and  the 
"  peculiar  discharge"  being  never  mixed  with  the  faeces  discharged  be- 
fore or  after  them,  are  found  to  be  the  most  common  symptoms  in  the 
majority  of  cases.  But  the  case  reported  by  myself  differs  materially 
from  them  in  many  circumstances,  there  being  no  emaciation,  but  Sttle 
loss  of  muscular  strength,  in  duration,  in  the  quantity  of  oil  daily,  and 
in  the  aggregate  discharged,  absence  of  complete  jaundice  (which  was 
apparent  in  many  cases),  and  in  its  sudden  and  spontaneous  recovery. 
We  have  a  case  related  where  there  was  one  discharge  of  three  pounds  of 
fatty  matter,  and  a  perfect  recovery,  another  of  three  weeks'  duration, 
another  of  a  week's  duration — ending  in  complete  recoveries,  and  three 
instances  apparently  cured  by  remedial  measures  (large  doses  of  olive 
oil) ;  but  with  these  a  comparison  cannot  be  made,  because  of  their 
being  so  superficially  reported. 

That  a  disease  of  such  a  character,  of  so  long  standing  without  a 
day's  interruption,  should  so  suddenly  stop,  seems  almost  incredible. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  recovery  was  partially,  if  not  wholly^ 
the  result  of  the  complete  change  of  life ;  it  may  be  but  temporary. 
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Piarrhoea  adiposa,  being  a  diseaae  so  rarely  met  with,  and  its  path- 
ologj  ooQsequeQtlj  being  so  imperfectly  anderstood,  makes  it  one  of 
great  interest. 

What  is  the  source  of  this  fatty  matter,  is  a  question  not  yet  solved. 
The  quantity  voided  is  sometimes  by  far  greater  than  that  which  could 
be  obtained  from  the  food  taken.  The  patient,  whose  case  I  have  given, 
for  many  weeks  abstained  from  fatty  food,  and  from  those  articles  con- 
vertible into  fat,  as  far  as  he  conveniently  could.  Still,  this  did  Dot  in- 
fluence the  quantity  of  oily  matter  in  his  dejections.  In  two  of  Dr. 
Bright's  cases  the  patients  were  put  upon  a  rigid  system  of  diet,  taking 
nothing  of  a  fatty  pature ;  whenever  meat  was  used,  the  fatty  parts 
were  '^  carefully  removed ;"  but  there  followed  no  change  in  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  dejections.  On  the  other  hand,  my  patient  indulging 
freely  in  fatty  food,  produced  no  alteration  in  his  evacuations.  In  an  ex- 
tract taken  from  the  Boston  Museum,  by  the  writer  in  the  Medico-Chirur* 
gical  Review,  the  relator  says,  **  The  patient  is  poutive  that  he  bad  no 
discharges  of  fat,  except  after  eating  meat,  or  food,  cooked  in  fatty  mat. 
iers;  that  they  would  cease  in  twenty-four  hours  after  abstaining  from 
meat,  and  return  again  after  resuming  it ;  hu  wife^  however,  is  confident 
there  is  no  such  connection,"  The  wife's  testimony  here  is  corroborated 
by  experiment  in  the  present  instance.  With  particular  directions  to 
examine  each  stool,  I  ordered  my  patient  to  take  freely  of  olive  oil 
with  his  meals,  not  with  the  anticipation  of  any  beneficial  result,  but 
simply  as  an  experiment.  He  conUnued  this  for  two  days,  and  con- 
sumed nearly  a  pint  of  oil ;  it  operated  as  a  cathartic,  producing  free 
and  loose  stools ;  but  the  patient  declares  that  the  quantity  of  oily  mat- 
ter discharged  was  no  more  than  he  passed  at  other  times.  If  ah- 
stiaence  from  adipose  maUer,  and  (to  a  great  degree)  from  thoee  sub* 
stances  convertible*  into  it,  did  not,  in  some  measure,  check  the  disease 
(or  this  symptom),  and  if  free  indulgence  in  adipose  food,  even  to  the 
taking  of  nearly  half  a  pint  of  olive  oil  for  two  consecutive  days,  did 
Bot  increase  the  quantity  of  oil  discharged,  does  it  not  go  to  prove  that 
the  fault  is  not  one  of  digestion?  I  think  these  facts  are  important  in 
their  bearing  upon  the  pathology  of  the  disease  ;  and,  if  confirmed  by 
simiiar  experiments  in  future  cases,  they  will  exclude  the  idea  that  the 
symptom  in  question  is  the  result  of  ill-digested  aliment. 

It  would  be  plausible  to  suppose  that  this  disease  depended  upon 
Bome  functional  derangement,  or  organic  lesion  of  the  pancreas  or  duode- 
&um,as  modem  experiments  show  that  the  pancreatic  secretion  performs 
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an  important  part  in  the  digestion  of  fatty  substances.  Port-mortem  ex- 
aminations have  revealed  such  a  connection  in  many  cases.  Dr.  Bright 
gives  us  three  cases,  where  the  biliary  ducts  were  found  obstructed* 
the  liver  gorged  with  bile,  fungoid  disease  of  the  head  of  the  pancreas, 
and  malignant  ulceration  on  the  surface  of  the  duodenum.  Mr.  Lloyd 
one,  where  the  pancreatic  duct,  at  the  termination  of  the  duodenum, 
was  completely  obstructed.  Dr.  Elliotson  one,  where  the  duct  and  the 
larger  lateral  branches  were  crammed  with  white  calculi;  and  one 
from  the  writer  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  where  the  duct  was 
entirely  obliterated.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  cases  reported 
where  these  appearances  were  found,  this  symptom  being  absent 
during  life ;  again,  we  have  cases  in  which  this  symptom  had  been 
present,  yet,  in  which  the  examinations  after  death  revealed  no  disease 
of  pancreas  or  duodenum. 

The  morbid  appearances  are  so  varied,  that  no  connection  can  be 
established  between  them  and  this  symptom.  The  pathology  is  still 
open  to  inquiry ;  we  are  unable  to  advance  any  hypothesis  from  the 
cases  given  us.  W.  L.  WELLS. 


STTPno  Balsam. 

Editor  of  New  York  Medical  Times. 

With  a  view  to  a  more  extensive  publicity  to  the  above-named  rem- 
edy than  I  have  been  able  to  give  by  private  means,  I  avail  myself  of 
your  journal  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  nearly  thirty  years  since  I  commenced  the  use  of  this  balsam  as 
a  styptic,  in  the  various  forms  of  hemorrhage  which  are  within  the 
domain  of  medical  pathology,  and  with  uniform  success. 

I  am  satisfied  that  no  remedy  now  known  exerts  a  more  specific 
power  and  more  speedy  relief,  especially  in  hemopusis,  hematemesis, 
epistazisand  monorrhagia.  | 

It  acts  both  by  its  sedative  power,  in  diminishing  the  force  of  the  cir-  | 

culation,  and  by  its  astringent  qualities,  in  contact  with  the  bleeding      *  i 

vcflBela.  In  the  treatment  of  hemorrhage,  neither  blood-letting,  confine- 
m&A  to  the  room,  suppression  of  the  voice,  relaxation  from  business,  nor 
other  preeautions  are  necessary ;  nor  is  any  auxiliary  treatment  requured^ 
except,  perhaps,  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts,  where  there  is  evidence  that  blood 
bas  been  swallowed. 
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Ordinary  ezerciBe  in  the  open  air  is  decidedly  preferable  to  inaction; 
and  wherever  there  are  premonitory  symptoms  of  a  return  of  hemorrhage, 
it  has  always  exerted  a  prophylactic  power  when  promptly  used ;  and 
by  this  early  resort  to  the  remedy,  many  radical  cures  have  been  effected. 

The  following  is  the  formula  and  the  method  of  using  it : 
^  Acid.  Sulphuric,  (by  weight),  3  t. 
Spts.  Terebenth.        )   f  »- 
Spte.  Vin.  Rect.  a  a  f  '   ^'J* 

Place  the  acid  in  a  Wedgewood  mortar,  and  add  the  turpentine  slowly, 
stirriDg  it  constantly  with  the  pestle  ;  then  add  the  alcohol  in  the  same 
manner,  and  continue  stirring  it  until  no  more  fumes  arise,  when  it  may 
be  bottled,  and  should  be  stopped  wiih  a  ground  stopper. 

It  should  be  prepared  from  the  purest  materials ;  and  when  done,  it 
should  exhibit  a  dark  but  clear  red  color,  like  dark  blood ;  but  if  it  be 
a  pale,  dirty  red,  it  will  be  unfit  for  use.  The  dose  is  40  drops,  and  the 
method  of  using  it  as  follows : 

Put  a  tea-spoonful  of  brown  sugar  in  a  common  sized  tea-cup,  and 
rub  in  40  drops  of  the  balsam  until  it  is  thoroughly  incorporated,  and 
then  slowly  stir  in  water  until  the  cup  is  nearly  full,  when  it  should  be 
immediately  swallowed. 

This  dose  may  be  repeated  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  until  three  or  foar 
doses  are  taken,  if  necessary ;  and  its  use  should  be  discontinued  when 
fresh  blood  ceases  to  flow.  After  standing  a  few  days,  a  pellicle  forms 
upon  the  surface  of  the  balsam,  which  should  be  broken,  and  the  liquid 
below  it  used.  It  does  not  deteriorate-by  age,  if  tightly  stopped. 
Very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  WARREN. 
I^ew  York,  25th  December,  1853. 
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NEW  YORK  HOSPITAL.— (Second  Surgical  Division.) 

Dr.  Buck  in  Attbndanok* 

Among  the  cases  that  have  come  under  treatment  since  the  let  De- 
eember,  1853,  the  following  may  be  considered  worthy  of  special  notice : 

Case  1.  Strangulated  Femoral  Hernia  in  a  state  of  Gangrene.     Ope* 
ration.    Recovery. 
I.  McC,  a  seaman,  aged  35  years,  native  of  Ireland,  was  admitted  into 
Lodge  C  at  1  P.  M.  on  the  1st  December,  with  a  flattened  swelling  ia 
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the  right  groin,  irregularly  circular  in  form,  and  four  and  a  half  inches  in 
diameter.  It  covered  the  inner  two-thirds  of  Poopart's  ligament,  one- 
third  of  the  tumor  being  situated  above,  and  two-thirds  below  it.  The 
skin  covering  it  was  somewhat  adherent  to  the  subjacent  tissues,  but  still 
retained  its  natural  color  and  temperature.  It  was  re«^onant  on  percus- 
sion,  and  the  motion  of  air  could  be  felt  and  heard  while  handling  it.  Only 
a  moderate  degree  of  tenderness  was  produced  by  pressure  upon  the 
tumor  and  the  neighboring  surface  of  the  abdomen.  On  turning  upon 
the  right  side,  the  patient  experienced  a  sensation  of  dragging  about  the 
umbilicus.  Below  this  point,  the  abdomen  was  moderately  tumid  and 
tympanitic  The  preceding  history  of  his  case,  as  ascertained  from  the 
patient,  was  as  follows : 

That  for  about  ten  years  he  had  had  a  reducible  hernia  in  the  right 
groin,  originating  in  a  strain.  He  had  never  before  suffered  incon* 
yenience  from  it,  nor  worn  a  truss  to  support  it.  It  had  always  returned 
into  the  abdomen  on  his  assuming  the  recumbent  posture. 

More  than  two  weeks  before  admission  into  the  hospital,  he  was 
seiied  on  board  ship  at  sea  with  what  he  describes  as  cramps  in  the 
bowels,  which  obliged  him  to  take  to  his  berth.  On  the  following  day 
vomiting  occurred,  but  lasted  only  a  short  time,  and  never  afterwards 
returned.  It  was  not,  however,  till  after  this  that  the  hernial  swelling 
reappeared  ;  but  at  what  precise  moment  the  patient  was  unable  to  state. 
In  this  condition,  with  the  hernia  protruding,  and  incapable  of  returning 
it,  he  reached  this  port,  and  on  the  following  day  was  conveyed  to  the 
Seamen's  Hospital,  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  was  under  treatment  for 
about  eight  days,  and  from  whence  he  was  brought  to  the  New  York 
Hospital.  When  admitted,  he  wore  a  thick  pad  over  the  tumor,  con* 
fined  by  a  thick  spica  bandage ;  and  from  his  account  the  same  treatment 
had  been  employed  during  the  whole  time  of  his  stay  in  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital.  He  had  remained  free  from  vomiting,  with  the  exception 
above  stated,  and  had  had  thin  f cecal  evacuations  from  time  to  time 
since  the  occurrence  of  strangulation,  both  spontaneously  and  from  the 
effect  of  cathartics.  His  pulse  was  good,  and  did  not  exceed  80.  The 
skin  was  free  from  beat,  and  natural.  The  tongue  was  rough  and  thickly 
coated  with  whitish  fur.  The  patient  felt  that  he  was  getting  worse 
daily,  though  not  suffering  acute  pain.  His  countenance  was  calm  and 
natural. 

At  a  consultation  held  at  8  o'clock  the  same  evening,  the  opinion  was 
unanimously  entertained  that  the  tumor  in  question  was  a  femoral  hernia, 
notwithstanding  the  absence  of  von^iting  and  constipation. 

Though  the  tenderness  over  the  tumor  was  by  no  means  very  consid- 
erable, and  there  was  no  redness  or  increased  heat  of  its  surface,  yet  the 
long-continued  existence  of  strangulation,  and  the  external  pressure  to 
ivhich  it  had  been  subjected,  rendered  it  almost  certain  that  the  sac  and 
its  contents  were  in  a  state  of  inflammation.  A  surgical  operation  was 
considered  the  only  safe  course  to  be  pursued,  and  therefore  no  time  was 
lost  in  resorting  to  it. 
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OperaHan.  The  patient  being  brought  under  the  full  inflnenoe  of 
ether,  an  incision,  fo«r  inches  and  a  half  long,  was  made  aerois  the  tamor, 
a  little  below  and  parallel  to  Poupart's  ligament  After  diriding  (he 
skin,  the  subjacent  tissues  were  found  closely  adhering  to  each  other,  and 
infiltrated  with  coagulable  lymph.  The  sore,  on  being  opened,  dis- 
chaiged  a  large  quantity  of  highly  foetid  dark  choooUte-colored  fluids 
supposed  atthe  time  to  be  foecal,  and  which  at  onoe  betrayed  the  existence 
of  gangrene.  The  hernia  itself,  which  was  taken  for  a  knuckle  of  small 
intestine,  was  far  advanced  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  and  already  perfo* 
rated.  A  female  catheter  was  passed  into  its  cavity,  and  the  gut  laid  open. 
The  fore  finger  was  then  conducted  along  its  cavity  up  through  the  femo- 
ral canal;  but  (as  was  remarked  at  the  time)  it  did  not  arrive  in  a  free 
qpace  above  the  internal  ring.  The  whole  appearance  of  the  hernia  was 
anch  that  no  one  present  raised  a  doubt  as  to  its  being  intestina].  Adhe* 
aions  had  taken  place  between  the  hernia  and  the  sac  around  the  lower 
orifice  of  the  femoral  canal,  which  were  broken  up.  The  stricture  wis 
found  to  exist  on  the  inskie  of  the  canal,  opposite  to  Gimbernat's  liga- 
ment. On  the  outer  side  lay  a  large  swollen  lymphatic  gland.  After 
dividing  the  stricture,  the  hernia  was  left  in  ntu,  unreduced.  The  ex* 
posed  lymphatic  gland  was  broken  down  with  the  fingers  and  removed. 
A  considerable  pcHtion  of  gangrenous  gut  was  also  excised.  The  wound 
was  left  open  and  dressed  with  lint  soaked  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of 
soda.  An  artificial  anus  seemed  now  to  be  the  sad  alternative  in  store 
for  om*  patient,  in  case  of  recovery.  On  the  following  day  be  was  calm^ 
free  from  fever,  and  without  any  increased  abdominal  uneasiness,  except 
what  arose  from  retention  of  urine,  which  was  relieved  by  the  use  of  the 
oatheter.  Foecal  matter  was  looked  for  in  the  discharge  from  the  wound, 
but  none  appeared.  The  same  dark,  chocolate-colored  foetid  matter  cov- 
ered  the  dressings  as  after  the  operation.  Yeast  was  subetitnted  for 
chloride  of  soda,  with  the  addition  of  a  poultice  over  the  parts.  An  ano- 
dyne was  directed  to  be  given  at  bed-time. 

December  Sd.  Patient's  condition  is  much  the  same.  No  foecal  dis- 
charges from  the  groin. 

4tk.  There  being  some  tenderness  and  increased  tympanitic  disten- 
sion on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  one  dozen  leeches  were  applied 
between  the  umbilicus  and  groin,,  and  followed  by  a  poultice ;  pulse  7S» 
We  now  ventured,  for  the  first  time,  to  solicit  foecal  evacuations  p^  rec- 
tum, and  gave  an  ounce  of  castor  oil. 

bth»  Pulse  68.  No  eflfect  having  followed  with  oil,  ten  grains  of  cal- 
omel were  given,  to  be  followed  by  an  enema.  The  wound  is  beiginniog 
to  suppurate. 

6/A.  The  enema  was  given  at  3  P.  M.,  and  retained  till  1  A.  M.» 
when  an  evacuation  took  place  from  the  rectum,  containing  a  few  Inmpe 
of  hard  fieces  with  liquid  matter. 

7th.  The  remaining  slough  of  the  hernial  protrusion  came  away» 
leaving  the  wound  clean  and  healthy.  Evacuations  per  viai  naturfUet 
being  now  established,  and  there  having  been  no  discharge  of  genuine 
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foBcal  matter  from  the  grom,  though  at  times  there  were  suspicious  ap- 
pearances, we  were  forced  to  review  our  judgment  of  the  case ;  and  ou 
careful  consideration  of  all  its  features,  were  compelled  to  the  conclu- 
sion either  that  the  hernia  was  omental  or  mesenteric^  or  that  a  portion 
of  the  caput  ooli,  not  sufficient  to  interrupt  the  passage  of  foecal  matter, 
had  constituted  the  hernia.  The  absence  of  vomitiog  and  constipation 
would  scarcely  be  compatible  with  any  other  condtiion.  The  weight 
of  evidence,  however,  predominated  in  favor  of  its  being  omental  or 
mesenteric.  The  slough  which  was  last  separated  was  subjected  to  a 
microscopic  examination,  and  no  muscular  fibre  could  be  detected.  The 
advanced  state  of  decomposition  of  the  tissues  obscured  the  appear- 
ances to  such  a  degree  that  Prof.  Clark,  who  made  the  examination, 
did  not  feel  confident  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  specimen,  though  he 
inclined  rather  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  intestinal.  The  subsequent 
progress  of  our  patient  was  uninterruptedly  favorable.  His  bowels 
gradually  resumea  their  healthy  condition,  and  moved  spontaneously. 
The  wound  is  now  closed,  and  in  a  few  days  he  will  be  permitted  to 
leave  his  bed. 

It  may  be  questioned  whether  the  irreducible  condition  of  the 
hernia  in  the  above  case  was  not  produced  by  adhesions  rather  than 
strangulation.  The  constriction,  which  existed  only  on  the  side  of 
Oiml^rnat's  ligament,  was  moderate  in  degree,  while  at  every  other 
point  of  the  circumference  of  the  femoral  canal  there  was  no  constric- 
tion whatever.  The  long-continued  compression  that  had  been  applied 
to  the  tumor,  had  no  doubt  produced  inflammation,  adhesions  and 
gangrene. 

Cass  2.  Luxation  of  the  Head  of  the  Os  Brachii  into  the  Axilla,  and 
secondarily  upon  the  Dorsum  Scapula. 

John  McNelly,  aged  thirty-five  years,  native  of  Ireland,  in  attempt- 
ing to  make  his  escape  from  an  upper  story  window,  fell  upon  his  left 
shoulder,  and  luxated  the  head  of  the  os  brachii  into  the  axilla.  He 
was  immediately  brought  to  the  Hospital,  and  admitted  on  the  17th 
December,  1853,  into  Lodge  C.  On  the  first  inspection,  as  he  lay  on 
his  back  inclining  to  the  right  side,  the  left  arm  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  a  fracture  at  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle.  The  head  of 
the  bone  being  thrown  high  up  in  the  axilla,  and  against  the  ribs, 
caused  the  elbow  to  stand  off  at  a  wide  distance  from  the  body,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  relax  the  deltoid  muscle  so  that  the  shoulder 
retained  its  natural  rotundity,  without  any  of  the  characteristic  angu- 
larity at  the  extremity  of  the  acromion  which  so  readily  betrays  the 
existence  of  a  dislocation  at  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid.  A  sharp  angle, 
pointing  inwards,  arrested  the  attention,  and  at  once  conveyed  the  im- 
pression that  a  fracture  had  taken  place  at  this  point.  A  further  exami- 
nation, however,  by  handling  the  limb,  corrected  these  first  impressions, 
and  established  the  true  diagnosis  of  the  injury. 

14 
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Another  interesting  feature  of  this  case  occurred  hi  the  operation- 
of  reducing  the  dislocation.  Attempts  were  first  made  without  the  aid 
of  ether,  by  extending  the  arm  upwards  and  outwards,  and  then  bring- 
ing it  down  to  the  side  of  the  body,  while  the  head  was  pressed 
towards  the  glenoid  cavity.  Afterwards  the  more  common  method  was 
tried,  of  making  extension  downwards  with  the  heel  maintained  in  the 
axilla ;  both,  however,  failed.  The  patient  was  then  brought  fully  under 
the  relaxing  influence  of  ether,  and  the  efforts  at  reduction  renewed. 
While  making  extension  once  more  downwards,  and  crowding  the  head 
of  the  bone  outwards  by  the  pressure  of  the  heel  in  the  axilla,  the  head 
was  felt  shifting  its  position ;  and  on  examination  it  was  discovered 
that,  instead  of  returning  to  the  glenoid  cavity,  it  had  moved  on  to  the 
dorsum  scapulsB,  and  was  lodged  about  two  fingers'  breadth  below  the 
spine  of  the  scapula,  with  its  neck  resting  on  the  inferior  edge  of  this 
bone.  From  this  new  and  very  rare  position,  it  shifted  back  again  into 
the  axilla,  while  extension  was  being  made  upwards.  A  final  effort 
succeeded  in  replacing  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  glenoid  cavity,  by 
again  making  extension  upwards  and  outwards,  special  care  being  taken, 
at  the  moment  of  bringing  the  arm  down  to  the  side,  to  press  the  head 
with  both  thumbs  towards  the  glenoid  cavity.  The  ultimate  result  wras 
favorable  under  the  ordinary  treatment. 

Case  3.  This  case  is  interesting  from  the  extraordinary  character 
of  a  wound  accidentally  inflicted  upon  her  own  person  by  an  Irish  girl, 
in  the  following  manner:  In  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  December, 
1853,  after  having  finished  some  sweeping  in  the  back  yard  of  her  resi- 
dence, she  jumped  in  haste  from  the  curb  of  an  area  wall,  about  three 
or  four  steps  deep,  to  the  pavement,  instead  of  passing  down  by  the 
steps.  In  doing  so  she  encountered  a  broom  standing  against  the  wall, 
and  impaled  herself  in  a  most  remarkable  manner  upon  the  handle  of 
it.  Being  a  stout  and  hearty  person,  her  weight  forced  the  handle 
which  was  at  least  one  inch  thick,  with  a  smooth  rounded  end,  a  depth 
of  between  six  and  seven  inches  into  the  body,  pushing  before  it  one 
thickness  of  a  coarse  cotton  chemise.  The  master  of  the  house,  who 
first  came  to  her  assistance,  had  to  employ  great  force  to  withdraw  the 
broom-handle.  When  first  seen,  she  was  lying  on  a  sofa  in  the  front 
basement,  in  great  trepidation  and  alarm.  On  examination,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  handle  had  penetrated  between  the  labia  at  their  junction 
anteriorly,  and  passed  upwards  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  median  line 
behind  the  mons  veneris,  upon  the  integument  of  the  abdomen,  and  upon 
the  face  of  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  oblique  muscle.  The 
chemise  still  plugged  the  track  of  the  wound,  and  was  found  to  have 
been  pushed  forward  between  the  thighs  from  behind,  and  being  still 
tightly  stretched  over  the  perineum  and  between  the  nates,  it  had 
doubtless  served  to  arrest  the  further  advancement  of  the  broom-handle. 
After  separating  with  scissois  the  chemise  near  the  orifice  of  the  wound, 
the  tampon  was  cautiously  withdrawn  without  any  hemorrhage  foUow- 
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ing.  It  was  now  ascertained  that  the  wound  at  its  orifice  separiBited 
the  right  nympha  from  the  corresponding  labium,  the  two  labia  from 
ench  other  at  their  junction,  and  terminated  upon  the  mons,  about  one 
inch  to  the  left  of  the  commissure,  in  a  transyerse  direction.  The 
urethra  had  escaped  injury.  The  posterior  wall  of  the  entire  track  of 
the  wound  was  formed  by  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  oblique  mus- 
cle, which«  though  denuded,  had  escaped  laceration.  The  edges  of  the 
externa]  opening  of  the  wound  were  very  carefully  coapted,  and  secured 
by  six  or  seven  sutures ;  after  which  the  patient  was  transported  to  the 
Hospital.  In  the  subsequent  progress  of  this  case,  there  was  nothing 
worthy  of  special  notice,  except  that  the  patient  escaped  internal  abdo- 
minal inflanunation. 


^rnmMngH  of  Inrittiw. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

Stated  meeting,  held  at  the  University,  Jan.  4,  1854.  President, 
Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  in  the  Chair.  Forty  members  present  in  the  course 
of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Admissions  recommended  for  resident  fellowship, 
Dr.  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College ;  Dr.  John  D. 
Tuttle,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Medical  College ;  Dr.  David  Uhl,  a  graduate 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  New-York ;  and  Dr. 
Woldemar  Von  Roth,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Dorssat,  Russia, 
who  were  all  severally  balloted  for,  and  elected  Fellows  of  the  Academy. 

The  Academy  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year 
1854,  when  the  following  were  chosen: — for  President,  Dr.  Joseph 
M.  Smith ;  Vice-Presidents^  Drs.  Anderson,  Beadle,  Detmold,  and  Gris- 
com ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Purdy ;  Treasurer^  Dr.  J. 
O.  Fond;  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  Stimson ;  Foreign  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  S.  C.  Foster ;  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  S. 
T.  Hubbard ;  Librarian,  Dr.  Thos.  F.  Cock ;  Orator,  Dr.  John  H. 
Griscom  ;  Trustees^  Drs.  Galen  Carter,  R.  S.  Kissam,  Benj.  Ogden, 
Rockwell,  Anderson,  Blakeman,  and  S.  P.  White. 

An  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary ^  Treasurer, 
lAhrariany  Committee  of  Finance  and  Trustees^  each  of  which  was 
ordered  on  file. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Academy,  they  had  published  the  paper  of  Dr.  Griscom,  and  it 
had  been  distributed  to  the  fellows  of  the  Academy. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  and 
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also  letters  from  MM.  Leroy  d'EUoIles,  Yelpeau  and  Ricord,  of  Paris  > 
also  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  O,  Adams,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Academy* 
The  letter  of  M.  Yelpeau  was  accompanied  by  some  of  his  publications. 
Dr.  Leroy  d'E.  also  presented  a  puolicatiqp  to  the  Academy  through 
Dr.  A. 

The  President  suted  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  G. 
Adams,  which,  by  his  request,  was  read  by  Dr.  Bulkley.  On  motion*  it 
was  then  resolved,  that  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  be  directed 
to  answer  the  letter  of  Dr.  Adams,  stating  that  it  had  been  read  before 
the  Academy,  and  was  listened  to  with  much  interest :  and  that  the 
Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  be  also  directed  to  forward  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  a  copy  of  the  publications  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  Dr.  DelaGeld  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish the  Academy  with  a  copy  of  his  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  Kearny 
Rodgers. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed,  that  in  the  future  publicaUons  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Academy  in  any  medical  journals,  the  uame  of  the  Secre- 
tary be  omitted. 

Also  a  resolution  that  the  Recording  Secretary  be  requested  to  have 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  (and  in  time  for  distribution  with  the 
notices  of  the  next  meeting),  a  catalogue  of  the  officers  and  committees, 
and  of  the  resident,  honorary,  and  corresponding  fellows  of  the  Academy, 


NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
ExiratUfrom  the  JRecords.    By  C.  F.  Hbtwood,  M.  D.,  Sscrrtast. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Stone  related  the  following  circumstances  belonging  to  a 
case  of  Pott's  Disease,  which  had  had  an  unusually  favorable  termina- 
tion. The  patient  was  a  scrofulous  girl,  of  about  82  years  of  age.  The 
disease  of  the  vertebral  column  dated  back  about  4  years.  No  abscess 
had  ever  formed.  For  the  first  two  years  she  was  completely  paralyMd 
in  the  lower  extremities  in  both  functions,  mobility  and  sensibility. 
About  22  months  ago,  chronic  pleurisy  occured,  which  yielded  to  treat- 
ment. Three  or  four  months  ago  she  began  to  take  strychnine,  and 
continued  its  use  for  eight  weeks.  It  was  then  omitted  lor  a  while,  and 
again  resumed.  She  has  steadily  improved  under  the  use  of  this  agent^ 
and  now  walks  about  the  wards. 

Dr.  Clements  related  the  following  case.  A  woman,  who  had  been 
7  years  married,  applied  to  him  for  treatment  for  a  singular  affection  of 
the  breast.  According  to  the  patient's  account,  it  was  liable  at  intervals 
to  become  swollen,  and  excessively  painful  and  sensitive.  These  attacks 
are  of  short  duration  and  frequently  occur  without  apparent  cause, 
though  they  are  sometimes  plainly  referable  to  some  emotional  excite- 
ment or  unusual  fatigue.  Her  general  health  has  not  been  good,  and 
•be  has  been  losing  flesh  for  some  time.    She  had  several  years  ago  a 
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disease  of  the  uteras,  which  was  then  considered  to  be  ioflammatcry. 
Catamenia  are  at  present  quite  natural,  though  she  complains  of  leu- 
corrhoea.  She  has  never  borne  children.  No  hysterical  convulsions  or 
other  symptoms  have  occurred,  but  there  is  well-marked  **  spinal  ir- 
ritation." The  pain  in  her  breast  is  not  increased  by  pressure  on  the 
sensidve  part  of  the  back.  The  swelling  occurs  very  rapidly,  and  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  discharge.  When  the  mamma  is  in  its  ordinary 
condition,  some  hard  lumps  can  be  felt,  as  if  the  milk  ducts  were  in- 
jected. 

Dr.  Heywood  said  he  had  seen  a  case  of  irritability  of  the  breast  oc- 
curing  in  a  man.  There  was  some  hypertrophy  of  the  gland,  which  was 
persistent,  but  its  size  became  very  much  increased  at  times,  when  the 

Cwas  very  harassing,  depriving  the  patient  of  sleep,  and  unfittinfl^ 
for  business.  The  cause  of  these  exacerbations  was  never  detectedl 
The  pain  commenced  in  the  right  nipple ;  and  after  submitting  to  leech- 
ing, the  application  of  various  irritants  and  sedatives,  together  with 
"  count*  "  of  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium,  the  patient  entreated  to 
haye  the  breast  amputated. 

The  nipple  and  a  portion  of  the  gland  were  removed,  but  the  pain 
returned  in  the  cicatrix,  and  radiated  from  this  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  finally  the  whole  gland  and  most  of  the  adipose  tissue  around 
were  cut  away  at  the  patient's  request.  This  relieved  him  from  his 
torment  for  about  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  same  symptoms 
manifested  themselves  in  the  other  breast ;  and  after  fruitless  treatment 
by  electricity  and  other  agents,  the  left  breast  was  thoroughly  removed 
by  the  surgeon  in  attendance.  The  result  of  this  operation  was  not 
known  to  the  narrator. 

Dr.  Hubbard  reported  the  case  of  a  woman,  who  consulted  him 
some  time  ago,  with  iritis  affecting  both  eyes,  accompanied  by  severe 
pain  in  the  temples.  An  eruption  of  the  skin  was  noticed  at  the  same  time,, 
which  Dr.  H.  thought  suspicious,  though  he  knew  she  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  her  husband  for  1 1  years,  and  had  no  reason  to  suspect  ner 
moral  character.    No  other  symptoms  of  syphilization  were  discovered. 

The  eyes  and  the  skin  were  relieved  simultaneously  by  the  use  of 
calomel  and  leeches.  But  a  short  time  after  she  reported  that  the  left 
eye  had  become  amaurotic,  and  a  scaly  eruption  about  the  head  had 
appeared.  She  improved  while  taking  Plummer's  Pill  with  iodide  of 
potassium,  but  did  not  get  well,  though  she  became  iodised,  and  she  re- 
mained for  som^  time,  having  occasionally  pain  in  the  temples  of  great  se- 
verity. The  irides  have  remained  discolored  since  the  inflammation  passed 
off.  Forty-eight  hours  ago  a  convulsion  occurred,  and  she  soon  became 
cooapletely  hemiplegic  on  the  right  side.  She  can  swallow  liquid,  but 
cannot  articulate. 

Dr.  Hubbard  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  condition  just  described 
was  an  effect  of  syphilitic  disease,  but  he  did  not  feel  certain  as  to  the 
exact  pathological  condition  within  the  cranium. 

Dr.  Bolton  related  some  curious  incidents  occurring  in  a  case  at  pres- 
ent under  his  care. 
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A  lady  whose  pregnancy  is  4^  months  advanced,  has  suffered  from 
severe  uterine  h»morrbage  every  Friday  between  8  and  4  P.  M.,  for  the 
last  six  weeks.  She  has  had  no  chill,  fever,  or  perspiration,  and  has 
not  been  subject  on  the  days  of  attack  to  any  particular  emotional  dis- 
turbance,  nor  to  any  change  of  occupation. 

Dr.  Bolton  then  reported  the  following  case,  which  he  had  seen  with 
Dr.  J.  O.Stone  :— 

The  patient  was  a  married  woman,  25  years  of  age.  She  reported 
that  four  years  ago,  while  she  was  in  service,  she  observed  a  swelling 
-just  within  the  vulva.  It  was  opened  by  a  physician,  and,  as  she  says, 
discharged  ** matter** 

For  two  years  her  attention  was  not  called  to  it,  but  at  the  end  of  this 
time  she  noticed  that  a  tumor  protruded  slightly  from  the  generative 
passage  when  she  was  standing,  but  disappeared  when  she  lay  down. 
She  had  at  the  same  time  a  bad  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  her  back. 
Considering  her  disease  to  be  falling  of  the  womb,  she  became  very 
much  depressed,  especially  before  her  marriage,  which  took  place  about 
a  year  ago.  She  consulted  manv  physicians,  but  grew  worse.  The 
tumor  increased,  and  she  suffered  much  pain  in  coitus.  Lately,  the 
tumor  has  descended  at  times  for  some  distance  beyond  the  external 
4abia. 

On  making  a  digital  examination,  Dr.  Bolton  discovered  the  uterus 
in  siiu  and  healthy,  but  on  the  right  side  of  vagina,  about  two  inches 
above  vulva,  he  perceived  a  hard,  well-defined,  round  tumor,  about  the 
size  of  a  walnut.  The  mucous  membrane  could  be  pinched  up  over  it. 
When  the  patient  coughed  or  forced  downwards,  the  tumor  appeared 
outside  of  the  external  organs,  even  while  she  was  recumbent. 

It  having  been  pretty  well  settled  that  it  was  an  encysted  turner^  a 
puncture  was  made  with  an  exploring  needle  by  Dr.  Stone — a  little 
serum  and  pus  escaped.  The  tumor  was  then  laid  open  more  freely 
and  injected  with  tincture  of  iodine.  It  is  now  thought  to  be  perma- 
nently cured. 

Dr.  Foster  said  he  had  seen  a  similar  case,  but  iodine  injections 
failed  to  cure  it. 

Dr.  Isaac  Taylor  mentioned  some  facts  in. addition  to  a  case  of 
corroding  ulcer  of  the  uterus,  to  which  he  had  alluded  at  a  previous 
meeting.  The  ulcer  had  extended  into  the  body  of  the  organ.  The 
discharges  had  been  for  five  months  of  a  most  offensive  character.  The 
pulse  was  quick  and  irritable,  and  she  was  evidently  fast  running  dowD. 
Vienna  paste  was  made  use  of,  and,  after  its  second  application,  the 
ulcer  became  very  much  improved  in  appearance.  The  discharges 
ceased,  and  her  general  health  improved  in  the  most  gratifying  ooum- 
ner. 

Dr.  Taylor  added  the  following  case — a  woman,  whose  youngest 
child  was  five  years  old,  aborted  at  three  months.  Ten  days  after- 
wards, the  haemorrhage  having  continued,  an  examination  was  made,  and 
discovered  a  putrid  polypus,  about  the  size  of  the  fist,  protruding  from 


1864.]  Proceedings  of  SooieHes.  167 

ihe  OB  uteri  A  ligature  was  applied,  and  on  drawing  it  tight,  the  pedi- 
cle was  cut  off.  The  flowing  ceased  immediately,  but  the  patient 
was  greatly  prostrated,  being  blanched  and  having  auhsullus  tendinum^ 
dimness  of  vision,  and'  noise  in  the  ears — but  she  soon  rallied.  The 
polypus  was  of  the  fibro-cellular  variety,  presenting  many  clots  inclosed 
in  sacs.  The  pedicle  was  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  attached  high  up 
within  the  neck. 

Dr.  BaUhelder  reported  a  case  of  intermittent  fever,  as  follows: 
A  lady  had  been  living  on  Staten  Island  during  the  summer  with  her 
family,  some  of  the  members  of  which  had  "  fever  and  ague"  there, 
but  she  escaped  entirely.  Soon  after  her  return  to  the  city  in  the  Fall, 
she  was  confined ;  on  the  third  day  afterwards,  she  had  an  attack  of 
intermittent  fever,  of  perfect  type,  with  cold,  hot,  and  sweating  stages, 
well  marked.  She  began  to  take  quinine  immediately ;  on  the  fifth  day 
«he  had  a  hot  and  sweating  stage  without  rigor ;  on  the  seyenih  day  the 
paroxysm  was  repeated,  but  it  was  mild  sind  imperfect.  On  the  ninth 
day  the  child  was  much  indisposed,  and  had  a  slight  chill ;  on  the 
eleventh  day  it  had  a  severe  and  perfect  paroxysm  of  ague,  with  the 
three  stages  well  defined.  It  began  to  take  quinine — one-sixth  of  a 
^in  every  four  hours — <hi  the  thirteenth  day  after  birth,  it  had  fever 
without  chill,  and  this  was  the  last  of  it. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood  said  that  he  had  attended  a  woman  in  confinement, 
whose  husband  had  been  sick  for  a  fortnight  with  small  pox,  in  the  same 
room.  The  mother  escaped  the  contagion,  and  the  child  was  successfully 
raecinated  the  second  day  after  its  birth. 

Dr.  Joel  Foster  related  a  case  of  Bright's  disease  as  follows :  The 
patient,  a  man  forty-six  years  of  age,  had  been  liable  to  rheumatism  for 
many  years.  His  habits  had  been  more  or  less  intemperate  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life.  Four  weeks  ago,  without  any  apparent  exciting  cause, 
his  urine  became  scanty,  and  simultaneously  his  feet  and  legs  and  geni- 
tal organs  became  cedematous.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  at  this 
time  was  a  1014,  and  it  coagulated  by  heat  and  nitric  acid.  He  was  treat- 
ed by  jalap  and  bitartrate  of  potassa ;  and  after  a  week,  had  apparently 
anoended.  But  suddenly  a  convulsion  occurred,  followed  by  coma.  In 
the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  six  or  seven  similar  attacks  occurred, 
and  he  but  partially  recovered  his  consciousness.  Respiration  and 
deglutidon  were  labored  and  difficult.  He  was  cupped  at  the  nucha  and 
•loins,  and  sinapisms  were  applied.  He  took  wine  of  antimony  and  jalap, 
and  cream  of  tartar  every  two  hours,  but  did  not  seem  to  be  benefited. 
The  urine  was  very  scanty  and  albuminous,  and  deposited  a  eediment 
consisting  of  epithelial,  granular,  and  waxy  casts.  Its  specific  gravity 
did  not  vary  much  from  1013.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  the 
urinary  excretion  having  been  almost  entirely  suppressed,  he  began  to 
-take  tincture  of  cantharides,  in  doses  of  fifteen  di-ops  every  two  hours. 
After  six  or  seven  doses,  the  nephritic  secretion  began  to  increase  so 
jtipidly  that  he  passed  about  a  quart  during  the  day — at  the  same  time 
xfae  cerebral  symptoms  began  to  diminish,  and  soon  ceased  altogether. 
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During  the  Dezt  few  days  the  anasarca  lessened,  and  he  appeared  to 
be  improving  generally.  The  urine,  howeyer,  continued  to  be  albumi* 
nous. 

But  his  condition  soon  changed  agtun  for  the  worse.  The  abdomen 
became  dropsical,  and  the  superficial  areolar  tissue  infiltrated  more  than 
ever,  and  he  died  about  six  weeks  afterwards. 

The  post  mortem  examination  was  made  by  Dr.  Heywood,  who  com- 
municated the  following  report  of  the  appearances  presented  by  the  kid- 
neys: 

These  organs  were  unusually  beautiful  specimens  of  "fatty  degm- 
iration^  Though  the  disease  had  implicated  both  glands  to  a  nearly 
equal  degree,  the  one  taken  from  the  right  side  was  more  particularly 
examined.  It  was  a  little  smaller  than  the  left  one,  which  did  not 
vary  much  from  the  usual  size. 

The  investing  capsule  having  been  stripped  off,  the  external  surface  of 
the  organ  was  found  to  be  of  a  clear  buff  or  cream  color,  beautifully 
veined  by  minute  vessels  of  a  bright  vermilion.  The  lobular  markings 
had  not  all  been  destroyed.  There  were  a  few  hemorrhagic  spots,  showing 
the  escape  of  blood  into  some  of  the  tubes.  The  surface,  though  decid- 
edly granular  in  appearance  and  feel,  if  very  closely  examined,  was  in 
that  state  which  is  now  generally  denominated  the  first  stage  of  fatty 
granulation,  a  small  portion  only  of  the  deposit  having  been  absorbed. 

On  section,  the  whole  of  the  secreting  portion  was  found  to  be  uni- 
formly occupied  by  a  fatty  deposit,  forming,  by  its  mottled  yellow  color, 
a  marked  contrast  with  the  clear  red  of  the  congested  pyramids.  Upon 
the  convex  edge  of  the  columnar  portion,  yellow  rays  of  fatty  deposit 
could  be  seen  dipping  down  between  the  uriniferous  tubes,  plainly  con- 
tradicting the  assertion  of  some  observers,  that  this  form  of  deposit  al- 
ways exists  within  the  canaliculi.  The  Malpighian  corpuscles  were  dis- 
tended and  enveloped  in  fat,  small  depressions,  indicating  commencing 
absorption  of  the  fat,  being  rare. 

On  pressing  the  pyramids,  a  few  drops  of  a  thick  chylous-looking 
fluid  exuded  from  the  papillie,  and  were  collected  upon  a  glass  plate. 

Under  the  microscope,  this  fluid  was  found  to  contain  the  following 
substances : 

1st.  Olein,  in  great  abundance  ;  partly  free  and  partly  contained  in 
epithelial  cells,  and  entangled  with  casts. 

2d.  A  few  blood-discs,  some  perfect,  and  others  altered,  some 
adherent  to  casts. 

8d.  Granular  epithelial  cells. 

4th.  Crystals  of  uric  acid,  and  urate  of  soda,  existing  within  and 
upon  cells,  and  attached  to  the  casts. 

5th.  Casts,  waxy,  granular,  and  epithelial. 
These  specimens  were  not  all  existing  in  the  fluid  obtained  from  any 
one  papilla,  but  were  ob tuned  from  several.     Upon  the  inferior  extrem- 
ity of  the  right  kidney  there  was  a  soft  circumscribed  tumor,  having  a 
thin  external  wall.     Its  size  was  about  that  of  a  chestnut.    No  discolor- 
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ation  existed  around  it.  On  making  a  section,  it  was  found  to  contain  a 
few  drops  of  dirty  pus  mixed  with  debris  of  the  surrounding  tissues. 
None  of  the  constituents  of  the  urine  were  detected  in  this.  The  walls 
of  this  ahscess  were*  ragged,  and  much  softened  towards  the  pyramids. 
In  both  organs  there  were  several  other  cystic  dilatations  of  the  tubes  that 
had  not  undergone  inflammation.  These  varied  from  the  size  of  a  mus* 
tard-seed  to  that  of  a  Lima  bean.  No  other  facts  worth  recording  were 
noticed  in  this  specimen. 
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**  Gleanings  Abroad:'    By  an  Ex-Editor.     No.  2. 

&ole  de  Medicine,  Winter  Session, — On  the  7th  Nov.,  the  course  of 
lectures  was  opened  by  an  address  from  M.  Bouchardat,  professor  of  hy- 
giene. The  great  salle  of  the  amphitheatre  was  hung  with  crimson  drapery^ 
while  above  the  president's  chair  was  suspended  tne  large  picture  repre- 
senting *'  the  triumph  of  the  ligature  over  the  actual  cautery/'  described 
in  my  former  communication.  The  chair  was  taken  at  2  P.  M.  by  M« 
Paul  du  Bois,  dean  of  the  Faculty ;  on  his  right  sat  the  janitor,  holding 
the  insignia  of  office  (the  silver  baton  with  serpent  intertwined) ;  on  his* 
left  the  orator ;  while  in  front  were  the  thirty-six  professors  in  full  cos- 
tume. The  great  hall  was  filled  to  saturation  by  the  great  celebrities  of 
Paris.  The  beautiful  motto,  carved  in  stone  around  the  cornice — ''  ad- 
csedes  hominum,amphitheatra  prisca  patebant,  ut  discunt  vivere,  nostra" 
—never  seemed  more  appropriate.  The  oration,  consisting  of  a  eulogy 
upon  Messieurs  Richard  and  Royer-Collard,  professors  of  the  Faculty, 
recently  deceased,  occupied  about  an  hour,  and  was  listened  to  with 
great  attention.  The  orator  remained  seated  during  its  delivery.  On 
the  14  th  November,  M.  Malgaigne  commenced  his  course  of  Medicine 
Operatoire,  giving  the  history  of  modem  surgery,  after  which  the  other 
professors  entered  upon  their  duties.  There  are  nineteen  professors  en- 
gaged during  the  winter  course,  viz^ :  Anatomy,  M.  Denonviliers ;  Phys- 
Mogy^  Berard ;  Medical  Chemistry,  M.  Le  Comte  (agreg6) ;  Medical 
Natural  Philosophy,  Gavarret;  Legal  Medicine,  Adelon;  Surgical 
Pathology,  Gerdy  ;  Medical  Pathology,  Dumeril  (Vigla,  agreg6) ;  Gen* 
eral  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  Andral ;  Operations  and  Minor  Sur- 
gtry,  Malgaigne ;  Materia  Medica,  Grisolle ;  Clinical  Surgery,  Roux  at 
Motel  Dieu  ;  Yelpeau  at  La  Charity  ;  Laugier  at  La  PitU,  and  Nelaton 
at  Mdpital  de  Clinique  ;  Clinical  Medicine,  Rostan  and  Trousseau  at 
B6tel  Dieu  ;  Bouillaud  and  Piorry  at  La  Charite  ;  Clinical  Obstetrics^ 
Du  Bois.  There  are  26  professors  in  all,  with  24  agreg^s  (or  assistant 
professors).  There  are  Jive  lectures  every  week  day,  excepting  on  Tues- 
days and  Saturdays,  when  there  are  but  four.    Hours,  10^,  12,  2,  8, 


170  Correspondence.  [Feb., 

and  4.  Clinical  lectures  every  day  from  8  to  10  A.  M.  The  profesBon 
receive  a  fixed  salary,  varying  from  2,000  to  10,000  francs.  Students  most 
register  their  names  from  the  2d  to  1 5th  November^  otherwise  they  must 
wait  until  the  following  year.  The  student  mast  produce  the  registra- 
tion of  his  birth,  his  diploma  of  Bachelor  in  Sciences,  and  a  certificate  of 
good  moral  character.  If  a  minor,  he  must  produce  a  certificate  of  the 
consent  of  his  parents  or  guardians,  and  if  not  a  resident  of  Paris,  must 
be  accompanied  by  a  resident,  who  will  inscribe  his  name  and  address. 
Sixteen  inscriptions  must  be  taken  out,  one  every  four  months,/  After 
the  fourth  inscription  is  the  first  examination.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
second  year,  in  Chemistry,  Natural  History  and  Botany.  After  the  third 
year  (or  12  inscriptions),  there  is  a  second  examination  in  Anatomy  and 
Physiology.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  (16  inscriptions  being  com- 
pleted), examinations  are  held  in  External  and  Internal  Pathology,  Hy- 
giene, Medical  Jurisprudence,  Pharmacy,  Materia  Medica,  and  Thera- 
peutics. The  fifth  and  last  examination  takes  place  at  the  bed-side,  two 
cases  being  selected  for  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment.  Then  a 
thesis  is  to  be  written,  and  a  year's  service  in  the  hospital  must  be  per- 
formed before  receiving  a  degree,  1  have  been  thus  particular  in  enter- 
ing into  details,  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  institutions.  The  number  of 
inscriptions  for  the  present  season  is  1,065,  of  which  only  287  are  first 
inscriptions ;  last  year,  1,434,  480  first  inscriptions.  Tins  Jailing  of  is 
thought  to  be  attributable  to  the  short  crops  of  com  and  wine.  The  ex- 
penses of  the  inscriptions  are  from  80  to  50  francs  each ;  to  the  examin- 
*  ing  professor,  30  francs ;  for  examination  in  thesis,  60  francs  ;  and  for 
the  diploma  and  stamp,  100  francs,  besides  the  expense  of  printing ; 
this  is  (say  200  francs).  Doctors  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  1,837, 1  for 
every  763  inhabitants.  In  the  Departments,  1  to  every  1,000.  Homoeo- 
pathic Physicians,  about  40,  among  who  is  Jahr,  the  compiler  and 
editor  of  the  Organon ;  some  of  these  latter  are  in  large  and  lucrative 
practice. 

Academy  of  Medicine.^-^Bince  my  last,  the  academy  has  been  occu- 
pied in  the  discussion  of  the  "  application  of  the  perchloride  of  iron  in 
the  treatment  of  aneurism,"  the  prevalent  opinion  being  that,  until 
after  further  experience,  we  are  not  justified  in  its  use,  except  in  varicose 
aneurism,  Gibert  is  secretary,  and  not  vice-president.  The  Surgical  Soeu 
ety  has  been  occupied  in  the  discussion  on  the  use  of  chloroform.  The 
able  report  of  M.  Robert  has  occupied  three  sessions  of  the  society. 
The  preference  is  given  to  chloric  ether  and  chloroform  over  ether,  as  an 
anaesthetic.     The  discussion  is  not  yet  terminated. 

A  Consultation  with  Dr.  Trousseau. — I  called,  a  few  days  since,  with 
a  relative  who  had,  for  several  years  past,  suffered  from  hsemoptisis,  but 
without  ever  having  had  hectic,  or  night-sweats,  on  Dr.  Trousseau,  for  an 
examination  of  the  case,  and  was  much  pleased  with  his  frank  and  afi[abie 
manner,  no  less  than  with  his  great  skill  m  examination  of  the  chest.  He 
made  use  of  the  plessimeter  of  Piorry,  and  percussed  by  striking  on  it 
with  a  small  steel  hammer,  afterwards  applying  the  ear  directly  to  the 
chest,  in  the  usual  method.    He  declared  that  he  could  detect  nothing 
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Abnormal.  I  then  directed  his  attention  to  the  throat,  in  which  he  found 
iht  follicular  enlargement  of  the  tonsils,  a  very  elongated  palate,  and  ul* 
cerations  on  the  margin  of  the  epiglottis.  This  he  declared  to  be  the 
principal  lesion,  and  that  the  hemorrhage  arose  from  congestion  of  the 

.  bronchial  mucous  surface.  He  termed  the  disease  Tracheal  Pharyngitis, 
He  recommended,  1st,  A  residence  for  the  winter  in  Egypt,  Palermo, 
or  Madeira.  2d,  The  application,  every  second  day,  by  means  of  a  stout 
earner s  hair  pencil,  of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  Zij  to  Zvj  toater, 
to  all  the  parts  within  sight,  by  the  patient  himself.  3d,  The  smoking 
of  cigaretles,  made  by  dipping  unsized  paper  in  a  solution  of  arsenite  of 
potassa,  and  rolling  them  up  when  dry.  AhoMi  ten  puffs  are  to  be 
taken  each  morning,  and  the  smoke  to  be  swallowed.  It  will  be  found 
that  Dr.  Trousseau  makes  use  of  a  very  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  tioo  drachms  n.  argt.  to  six  drachms  water,  which  is  much  stronger 
than  it  is  used  amongst  us.  The  use  of  cigarettes  is,  I  believe,  peculiar 
to  M.  Trousseau.  He  told  me  that  he  sometimes  used  the  inhalations 
of  nitrate  of  mercury.  In  the  case  referred  to,  the  tonsils  were  so  much 
enlarged  as  almost  to  touch  each  other,  and  the  uvula  so  long  as  to  hang 
upon  the  base  of  the  tongue.  Dr.  Trousseau  is  opposed  to  unnecessary 
mutilation.  He  spoke  to  me  of  a  case  recently  consigned  to  him,  in 
which  the  tonsils  and  palate  had  been  made  a  clean  sweep  of,  and 
the  case  treated  f6r  ulceration  of  the  larynx  with  aphonia.  The  patient 
died  two  weeks  since,  and  on  post  mortem  examination,  a  cavity  was 
found  in  the  left  lung,  with  pleuritic  efifusion  on  the  right  side,  and 
extensive  ulceration  of  the  larynx  and  epiglottis.  Dr.  Trousseau  also 
spoke  of  the  claims  to  the  priority  of  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  in  affections  of  the  throat,  which  had  been  set  up,  particularly  in 
New  York.  He  stated  that,  so  early  as  1829,  he  published  a  case  suc- 
cessfully treated  by  nitrate  of  silver  in  solution.  He  intends  to  write  me 
a  letter  of  reclamation.  Dr.  Trousseau  is  not  a  specialist,  but  an  elegant 
gentleman  as  well  as  distinguished  physician.  He  is  Professor  of  Clini- 
cal Medicine  at  H6tel  Dieu,  having  succeeded  Dr.  Chomel,  who  refused 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  present  government.  The  cholera 
has  prevailed  in  Paris  for  the  last  month,  having  commenced  in  the 

female  wards  of  H6tel  Dieu,  where  there  had  previously  prevailed  a 
typhoid  epidemic  ;  that  is  an  interesting  fact.     It  has  been,  for  the  most 

C  confined  to  the  poor  and  miserable  class,  with  some  exceptions, 
»ver.  Up  to  2d  December  there  have  been  178  cases,  79  deaths  of 
the  cases  brought  to  H6tel  Dieu  :  from  without,  the  mortality  has  been 
but  15  per  cent.,  while  of  those  attacked  in  Hospital^  the  mortality  has 
been  74  per  cent.,  another  very  vAieresting  fact.  The  saline  treatment 
has  again  been  resorted  to  by  M.  Aran,  with  considerable  success.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  of  calomel  and  opium  being  administered  in  any  case ; 
hot  apurituous  drinks^  friction  and  stimulating  baths  are  most  frequently 
used. 

Ric6rd  has  suffered  in  a  law-suit  with  his  man  of  business,  to  the  tune 
of  282,000  francs.    Ric6rd  lives  like  a  prince,  but  it  appeared  on  the  trial 
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that  his  enormous  receipts  from  his  practice  were  not  equal  to  bis 
expenses. 

The  great  Arago  has  deceased  since  my  arrival  in  Paris,  in  bis  68tb 
year ;  disease,  albuminuria  and  diabetes,  with  general  dropsy.  Who 
can  supply  his  place  ?  Orfila  is  gone  ;  his  eulogy  is  to  be  delirered  this 
day  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Academie  de  Medicine,  by  Du  Bois 
(d' Amiens),  perpetual  secretary.  Orfila  died  of  an  affection  of  the  chest, 
having  refused  to  allow  venesection. 

There  are  about  50  American  students  in  Paris;  only  three  from 
New  York,  and  six  from  Boston,  the  majority  being  from  the  South  and 
West.  Brown  Scquard  is  delivering  a  course  of  lectures  on  his  favorite 
subject. 

In  haste,  yours,  J.  G.  A. 


Surgical  Notes  in  the  Service  of  M.  Maisonnbuyk,  Hospital  Cochin, 
Paris.— ^y  W.  E.  Johnston,  M.  D. 

Paris,  Nov,  10/A,  1853. 

The  boldest  and  readiest  operator  at  this  moment  in  Paris,  is,  beyond 
all  dispute,  M.  Maisonneuvb,  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital  Cochin.  So 
frightful  have  been  many  of  the  operations  performed  by  this  gentleman 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  that  some  of  his  professional  brethren,  not 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  under  which  he  operated,  have  been 
unkind  enough  to  charge  him  with  charlatanism.  If  it  had  been  charged 
that  M.  Maisonneuve  has  dared  to  go  beyond  the  approved  limits  of 
surgical  intrepidity,  it  would  posses  a  coloring  of  truth  ;  but  as  the 
charge  stands  it  is  groundless,  and  only  gives  rise  to  disagreeable  re- 
flections. 

As  remarked  in  a  former  letter,  it  is  to  the  younger  branch  of  sa^ 
geons  in  Paris  that  the  profession  is  now  to  look  for  remarkable  develop- 
ments in  surgery ;  for  at  no  time  perhaps  has  the  city  ever  numbered  so 
many  young  men  of  decided  merit,  devoted  mind  and  body  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  that  science.  Foremost  in  this  class  stand  Messrs.  Maison- 
neuve, Jobert  and  Nelaton ;  but  the  first  named  is  much  the  best  operator 
of  the  three.  He  was  formerly  an  interne  of  Dupuytren  at  H6tel-Dieo, 
and  from  him,  no  doubt,  learned  much  of  his  boldness  as  well  as  accuracy. 
When  his  tutor  and  friend  Recamier  died  a  few  years  ago,  he  left  to  M. 
Maisonneuve  his  practice,  worth  60,000  francs  a  year ;  and  he  is  now, 
with  that  and  the  entire  surgical  charge  of  the  Hospital  Cochin,  in  a 
fair  way  to  achieve  a  fortune  and  a  reputation.  To  his  thorough  know* 
ledge  of  surgery,  M.  Maisonneuve  unites  a  character  and  a  physique 
which  give  him  coolness  and  confidence  with  the  knife,  while  his  lectures 
are  extremely  clear,  practical  and  forcible. 

On  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of  this  month,  this  surgeon  operated  on  a 
patient  in  the  wards  of  Cochin,  for  a  cancroid  affection  of  the  face,  in 
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which  It  was  necessary  to  remove  the  superior  and  inferior  maxillary 
bonee  entire,  and  nearly  all  of  the  parotid  gland,  to  arrive  at  the  disease ; 
only  think  of  removing  both  these  bones  and  the  parotid  gland  as  the 
preUminary  9tep  of  an  operation  /  This  case  is  so  extraordinary,  and  the 
details  so  interesting  in  many  respects  to  the  surceon,  that  a  brief  outline 
of  the  case  should  be  given  in  connection  with  the  announcement  of  the 
operation.  The  patient  is  60  years  old  and  healthy.  Six  months  ago, 
he  entered  La  Piti^  in  the  service  of  M.  Laugier,  for  the  treatment  of  a 
small  tumor  near  the  angle  of  the  mouth,which  he  had  carried  seven  years. 
M.  Laugier  pronounced  it  a  cancroid  tumor  and  removed  it.  The  wonnd^ 
instead  of  healing,  continued  to  ulcerate  in  opposition  to  all  the  treatment 
directed  against  it.  The  patient  left  La  Piti6,  and  entered  M.  Mabon- 
neuve's  service  at  the  Hospital  Cochin.  M.  Laugier's  diagnosis  was 
confirmed,  with  the  complication  of  hospital  gangrene — pourriture 
d'A&pital'^sdded.  The  sloughing  marched  frightfully  fast ;  it  attacked 
all  tissues  on  a  level — ^muscles,  aponeuroses,  bones,  etc.  When  the 
patient  first  entered,  the  malady  was  not  regarded  as  of  a  grave  nature ; 
out  the  rapidity  of  its  march,  and  the  anomalous  nature  of  the  slough- 
ing, soon  convinced  every  one  of  its  true  character.  Ulceration  did  not 
take  place  by  regular  molecular  disintegration ;  but  around  the  edgea 
of  the  disease  small  tubercles  would  arise,  some  blue,  and  others  grey; 
these  would  inflame,  ulcerate,  and  fall  ofif,  to  be  rapidly  followed  by 
others.  Various  remedies  were  used  to  arrest  the  disease  :  applications 
of  aromatic  wine,  then  sulphuric  acid,  nitric  acid,  the  arsenical  paste,  the 
actual  cautery,  with  iron  and  other  internal  remedies.  But  the  disease 
made  the  most  fearful  progress  in  spite  of  all  the  means  adopted  to  ar* 
rest  its  course.  When  the  sloughs  from  the  cauteries  fell  off,  all  parts 
of  the  diseased  surface,  except  where  the  ulceration  from  the  my 
tubercles  had  taken  place,  looked  entirely  healthy,  and  as  if  it  was  about 
to  take  on  healthy  action  and  heal.  But  no  such  happy  result  followed. 
It  presented  three  kinds  of  ulceration :  simple,  cancroid,  and  the  specific 
ulceration  of  hospital  gangrene  as  exhibited  in  the  ulcerating  tuberculous 
masses.  The  glands  beneath  the  angle  of  the  jaw  finally  inflamed,  and 
while  they  were  undergoing  inflammatory  action,  the  ulceration  on  the 
face  ceased ;  but  the  minute  the  tumor  was  opened  and  commenced  to 
discharge,  the  other  resumed  its  march.  A  small  tumor  has  also  ap- 
peared on  the  left  cheek  exactly  in  the  same  position,  and  presenting  the 
same  characters  as  the  one  operated  on  by  M.  Laugier  on  the  right 
cheek.  M.  Maisonneuve  was  urged  to  operate  on  this  patient  from 
various  considerations :  under  the  microscope  no  cancer  cells  were  oh* 
servable;  the  man  was  in  good  health,  and  free  from  constitutional 
taint  of  any  kind  whatever ;  he  does  not  believe  a  cancroid  affection 
constitutional  in  its  early  stages  like  cancer,  or  equally  dangerous  with 
a  pure  cancerous  affection;  the  operation  could  be  performed  without 
interfering  with  any  of  the  organs  essential  to  life,  and  might  possibly 
beal ;  and  the  patient,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  every- aspect  of  the  caae, 
requested  that  it  should  be  done.    The  first  step  of  the  operation  was 
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to  circninscribe  the  soft  parts  implicated  in  the  disease.  The  knife  was 
inserted  near  the  inner  angle  of  the  eve,  drawn  down  along  the  ala  of 
the  nose,  passed  around  under  the  nose,  and  ahout  five  lines  beyond  the 
median  line  of  the  upper  lip,  then  down  to  the  edge  of  the  lip.  Passing 
to  the  lower  lip,  the  knife  was  inserted  on  the  diseased  side  of  the  me- 
dian line,  and  perhaps  a  line  from  it,  passed  down  under  the  border  of 
the  jaw,  then  along  the  horder  to  the  point  where  the  facial  artery 
passes ;  from  there  the  knife  was  directed  down  on  the  neck  to  the 
lower  portion  of  the  triangular  carotid  space,  from  there  upwards  in  a 
straight  line  to  the  inferior  lobe  of  the  ear,  then  it  passed  in  front  of  the 
ear,  mcluded  the  parts  over  the  malar  bone,  and,  passing  across  the  face 
in  a  direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  left  about  three  lines  to  the 
inferior  palpebrum.  A  chain  saw  was  quickly  passed  through  the  in- 
ferior maxillary  bone  about  a  line  from  the  median  line  of  the  chin,  and 
then  with  his  fingers  the  surgeon  separated  the  bone,  half  sloughed 
away,  from  the  soft  parts,  and  disarticulated  it  at  the  ear.  Then  the 
saw  was  passed  through  the  nasal  passage  on  the  side  of  the  disease, 
and  the  bony  palate  sawed  through.  With  the  bone  scissors,  the  malar 
bone  and  the  upper  portions  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone  were  then 
detached.  After  these  parts  were  removed,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
remove  nearly  all  the  parotid  gland,  all  the  soft  parts  lying  behind  the 
maxillary  bones,  on  a  level  with  the  neck  and  the  pharynx,  and  even 
portions  of  the  pterygoid  processes.  The  excavation  thus  made  in  the 
patient's  head  is  frightful  to  look  at.  The  dissection  on  the  neck  reached 
to  the  surface  of  the  large  vessels,  but  they  were  not  touched.  From 
the  internal  angle  of  the  eye  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound  on  the  neck, 
the  extent  of  the  vacuum  is  about  eight  inches.  On  the  neck  there 
was  skin  enough  to  close  the  wound ;  the  balance  is  left  entirely  open, 
and  without  dressing,  so  as  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  patient's 
lungs  from  being  poisoned  with  foul  air.  Chloroform  was  given  to  this 
patient,  but  it  operated  badly,  and  'throughout  the  whole  operation, 
which  lasted  forty-five  minutes,  they  were  obliged  to  rub  and  stimulate 
him.  It  is  now  the  tenth  day  after  the  operation,  and  the  patient  is 
doing  well.  M.  Maisonneuve  says,  if  there  had  been  enough  skin,  and 
the  wound  had  been  covered,  the  patient  would  have  been  dead. 

In  the  month  of  May  last  M.  Maisonneuve  performed,  for  the  first 
time,  the  operation  of  resection  of  the  wrist  joint.  The  disease  was 
^hite  swelling,  and  he  had  just  performed  resection  of  the  elbow  joint 
on  two  patients,  with  the  best  results,  the  use  of  the  hand  being  almost 
entirely  preserved  in  both  instances.  The  same  week,  two  fore-arms 
had  been  amputated  for  the  same  disease  ;  one  by  M.  Roux,  the  other 
by  M.  Yelpeau.  M.  Maisonneuve,  in  his  lecture  preceding  the  opera- 
tion, contended,  that,  if  after  the  operation  for  removal  of  the  bones  of 
the  elbow  joint,  it  was  possible  to  acquire  so  great  an  amount  of  motion 
as  the  patients  there  in  his  wards  exhibited,  there  was  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve but  that  an  operation  on  the  wrist  joint,  carefully  performed, 
would  secure  equal,  or  at  least,  valuable  results.     He  intended  to  try 
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the  experiment,  and,  if  it  failed,  he  could  afterwards  amputate.  The 
patient  was  a  young  man  of  25  years,  of  apparent  good  health.  An 
incision,  about  five  inches  in  length,  was  made  on  the  back  of  the  wrist. 
Ifhe  soft  parts  were  then  carefully  dissected  back  on  both  sides,  so  as  not 
to  wound  or  injure  either  vessels,  nerves  or  tendons.  When  a  sufficient 
amount  of  dissection  had  been  made,  the  hand  was  strongly  flexed,  the 
ends  of  the  radius  and  ulna  were  made  to  project  through  the  wound, 
and  were  then  sawed  ofif  about  an  inch  from  their  ends.  With  a  strong 
pair  of  scissors  having  short  blades,  curved  laterally  and  from  before 
backwards,  the  carpal  bones  were  separately  and  quickly  disarticulated. 
No  tendon  was  injured,  and  no  vessel  cut,  requiring  a  ligature,  except 
the  interosseous  branch.  This  man  is  yet  in  the  ward,  and  M.  Maison- 
neuve  thinks  he  will  recover  the  use  of  his  hand.  He  has  undergone  a 
summer  campaign  in  the  most  unhealthy  ward  in  Paris,  where  erysipelas 
has  been  unusually  prevalent.  The  wrist  is  yet  swelled,  although  much 
improved,  and  has  several  fistulous  openings  which  communicate  in  the 
diseased  tissues.  It  has  been  treated  mostly  by  the  application  of  arc* 
matic  wine,  pressure,  and  the  injection  of  chloroform  into  the  sinuses. 
(I  may  mention  here,  in  passing,  that  M.  Maisonneuve  has  recently  used 
injections  of  chloroform  for  hydrocele,  on  a  considerable  number  of 
patients,  with  results  every  way  as  favorable  as  with  iodine  or  wine.) 

One  month  ago,  M.  Maisonneuve  operated  on  a  man  aged  50,  for  a 
cancroid  affection  of  the  mouth,  which  required  the  removal  of  the  in* 
ferior  maxillary  bone  from  the  chin  to  the  articulation,  of  one-half  of  the 
tongue  longitudinally,  and  of  all  the  soft  parts  on  the  side  of  the  tongue, 
including  the  tonsil,  gland  and  other  parts,  which  compromised  in  their 
removal  the  symmetry  of  the  pharyox,  and  destroyed  the  function  of 
deglutition.  A  point  of  interest  in  this  case  was,  that  notwithstanding 
the  mutilation  of  the  tongue,  after  three  days  the  man  could  articulate 
sufficiently  to  be  understood.  The  periosteum  of  the  lower  jaw  was  in 
a  healthy  state,  although  the  bone  was  diseased  ;  and  the  surgeon  being 
anxious  to  test  the  truth  of  the  assertion  which  has  been  made,  that  if 
the  periosteum  of  a  bone  be  left  intact,  it  will  reproduce  a  bony  struc- 
ture, detached  the  bone  with  great  care  from  the  periosteum,  and  left 
the  latter  in  its  proper  place.  The  patient  did  well  till  the  tenth  day, 
when  he  was  attacked  with  the  erysipelas  which  prevailed  in  the  ward, 
and  soon  died.  Some  formation  was  found  on  the  internal  surface  of  the 
periosteum  of  the  lower  jaw,  but  not  sufficiently  characteristic  to  base 
an  opuion  upon  its  nature. 


[Remainder  in  our  n€xti\ 
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The  Etiology,  Pathology  and  Treatment  ofFihro-brojichitis  and  JRheuma- 
tie  Pneumonia,  Bj  Thomas  H.  Buckler,  M.  D.,  formerly  Physician 
to  the  Baltimore  Almshouse  Infirmary.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard 
A  Lea,  1853.    Pp.  150. 

Tbs  leading  object  of  this  rolume,  as  stated  by  our  author,  is  to  point 
out»  as  clearly  as  possible,  the  distinctive  characters  of  fibrous  or  rheu- 
matic inflammation  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  shew 
the  differential  diagnosis  between  it  and  ordinary  catarrh ;  and  the  next 
object  is  to  show  that  there  exists  a  form  of  pneumonia  which  is  never 
idiopathic,  but  occurs  as  a  secondary  lesion,  and  is  always  symptomatic  of, 
and  directly  dependent  on,  preexisting  fibrous  bronchitis.  It  is  his  in- 
tention also  to  point  out  the  relations  which  these  pathological  conditions 
bear  to  general  rheumatism  and  to  rheumatic  endocarditis,  and  to  show 
that  ordinary  pneumonia,  simple  mucous  catarrh,  and  fibrous  bronchitis^ 
with  rheumatic  pneumonia,  often  happen  in  the  same  lung  as  distinct, 
but  still  contemporaneous  and  concurrent  affections,  and  that  when  this 
is  the  case,  therapeutic  attention  to  the  rheumatic  element  is  often 
of  vital  importance  to  the  safety  of  the  patient. 

The  disease  claimed  to  be  now  for  the  first  time  distinctly  brought 
before  the  profession,  is  seated  in  the  fibro*cartilaginous  tissue  or  the 
bronchial  tubes  proper,  and  not  in  the  investing  mucous  membrane, 
and  bears  the  same  relation  to  ordinary  catarrh  which  sclerotitis  bean 
to  conjunctivitis.  The  following  '*  more  simple  **  classification  of  bron- 
chitis is  proposed,  although  **  hebilatlogly,"  by  our  author,  as  a  substitute 
for  that  in  common  use  : — 

^Mucous — frequently  both    idiopathic  and  ^ 

symptomatic. 
Fibrous  or  rheumatic — generally  idiopath- 
ic ;  often  symptomatic. 
Fibrous  or  gouty — never  idiopathic ;  rare- 
ly symptomatic. 

Dr.  B.  gives  the  names  of  some  authors  who  have  alluded  to  the 
connection  oif  rheumatism  with  acute -inflammatory  affections  of  the  chest, 
but  says  that  no  medical  writer,  ancient  or  modem,  has  noticed  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  disease  as  acute,  sub-acute,  chronic,  idiopathic,  or 
symptomatic  fibrous  bronchitis. 

Dr.  B  thus  describes  the  rheumatic  element,  the  ingredients  of  which 
he  believes  to  be  directly  concerned  in  the  production  of  fibrous  bron- 
chitis and  of  rheumatic  inflammation  generally,  in  whatever  "^portion  of 
the  synovial,  fibrous  or  white  tissues  it  may  occur.  First — the  presence 
in  the  blood  of  insoluble  lithie  acid  and  lithate  of  soda,  which  salts  being 
arrested  in  the  terminal  bloodvessels  supplying  the  white  tissues,  act  as 
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initanta,  and  thus  become  the  primary  link  in  the  chain  of  morbid 
phenomena  constitating,  so  far  as  this  cause  is  concerned,  one  form  of 
rheumatic  inflammation.  Secondly — the  retention  in  the  blood  of  large 
quantities  of  nitrogenized  matter,  which  is  eliminated,  during  a  healthy 
performance  of  the  various  functions,  almost  exclusively  through  the 
excretory  ezhalants  of  the  skin.  Thirdly — the  abnormal  presence  of 
earthy  phosphates  in  the  blood,  most  usually  an  excess  of  the  triple 
phosphates  of  lime,  soda,  and  magnesia.  A  fourth  variety  of  rheumatism 
would  seem  to  depend  upon  the  presence  in  the  blood  of  those  com- 
pounds which  are  foimd  m  the  unne,  and  called  extractive  matters,  the 
chemical  composition  of  which  is  not  yet  ascertained,  but  which  are 
produced  by  some  fault,  either  in  the  primary  or  secondary  assimilation. 

Eleven  observations  are  given,  as  presenting  striking  illustrations  of 
the  rheamatic  law,  followed  by  conclusions  deduced  from  an  analysis  of 
these,  and  sixteen  other  carefully-observed  cases. 

The  symptoms  said  to  be  most  strikingly  characteristic  of  the  acute 
yariety  of  rheumatic  bronchitis  are  profuse,  irregular  sweats,  inordinate 
sensibility  to  cold,  transient  flushings  of  the  face,  and  either  a  constant  or 
paroxysmal  and  unproductive  cough.  For  the  particulars  of  the  analysis 
we  must  refer  to  the  work  itself. 

Dt.  B.  thinks  that  as  catarrh  occurs  sporadically,  the  rheumatic 
Tarietj  will  be  found  in  about  five  out  of  twelve  cases,  but  that  during 
epidemics  of  influenza,  the  rheumatic  element  will  be  recognized  in  a 
smaDer  proportion  of  cases,  and  believes  that  the  cartilaginous  and 
fibrous  structures  of  the  bronchia  are  more  frequently  the  seats  of  rheum- 
atic  inflammation  than  any  other  white  tissues  of  the  body.  He  says  that 
patients  laboring  under  ordinary  mucous  catarrh  may  be  permitted  to 
go  about  and  do  as  they  like  ;  while  those  having  even  the  mildest  form 
of  fibrous  bronchitis,  must  avoid  all  the  causes  likely  to  induce  a  second- 
ary lesion  about  the  heart  and  lungs. 

We  must  confess  that  we  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  recognizing 
the  different  forms  of  bronchitis  which  our  author  is  aiming  to  establish, 
nor  do  we  believe  that  they  have  been  generally  recognized  ;  and  w  ile 
we  feel  that  the  number  of  cases  reported  is  too  small  to  justify  any 
positive  conclusions  on  the  subject,  we  think  Dr.  B.  has  rendered  the 
profession  a  service  by  directing  them  to  some  modifications  of  the  dis- 
ease, which  promise  to  have  a  directly  practical  result. 

Dr.  Buckler  proposes  no  new  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  fibro- 
bronchitis  and  rheumatic  pneumonia,  but  treats  them  with  reference  to 
ihe  rheumatic  element,  a  favorite  remedy  being  with  him,  as  is  known, 
the  phosphate  of  ammonia.  He  says  that  in  all  cases  of  this  affection, 
and  especially  in  those  attended  by  profuse  sweating,  it  is  very  indis- 
pensable that  the  drinks  and  diet  of  the  patient  be  well  supplied  with 
common  salt. 

Dr.  B.  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  operation  of  paracentesis  as  rec- 
ommended by  M.  Trousseau,  and  advocated  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston. 
He  says  that  it  ^  should  never  be  resorted  to  where  the  pleural  cavities 
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contain  only  sarum,  unlesB,  what  is  extremely  rare,  the  uQUsmal  accumii* 
lation  threatens  death  from  suffocation." 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  By  W,  Lawhencb,  P.  R.  8., 
Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the  Queen ;  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital ;  Surgeon  to  Bethlem  and  Bridewell  Hospitals,  kc,  A  new 
edition.  Edited,  with  numerous  additions  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-three  illustrations,  by  Isaac  Hays,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Wills* 
Hospital ;  Fellow  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians ;  Mem- 
ber  of  the  American  Medical  Association  ;  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  &c.,  &c.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 
pp.  948. 

The  practical  value  of  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Lawrenoe,  and  its  full  and 
systematic  character  have  made  it  such  a  favorite  with  the  American 
profession  that  a  new  edition  was  called  for ;  and  into  no  better  handa 
conld  it  have  fallen  to  prepare  one  than  those  of  Dr.  Hayst  already  well 
known  for  his  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  profession.  Dr.  H.  has 
availed  himself  freely  of  many  valuable  contributions  which  have  been 
niade  to  the  literature  of  ophthalmic  medicine  since  the  publication  of 
the  previous  edition  of  this  treatise,  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  present 
one  will  be  found  a  faithful  exponent  of  the  present  state  of  ophthalmic 
pathology  and  practice.  Among  the  additions  to  it  are  a  full  account  of 
the  receut  microscopical  investigations  into  the  structure  and  pathology 
of  the  eye ;  descriptions  of  several  affections  not  treated  of  in  the  origin^ 
work  ;  an  account  of  the  catoptric  examination  of  the  eye,and  of  its  em- 
ployment as  a  means  of  diagnosis ;  a  description  of  recently-invented  in* 
struments  for  illuminating  the  retina,  and  of  some  new  methods  of  ex- 
amining the  interior  structures  of  the  eye ;  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
illustrations,  some  of  them  from  original  drawings,  and  a  very  full  index. 
Dr.  H.  has  also  introduced  in  different  parts  of  the  work  the  results  of 
his  own  experience  in  the  treatment  of  ^ose  diseases,  an  experience  up- 
on which  more  than  a  third  of  a  century's  devotion  to  the  subject,  during 
the  whole  of  which  period  he  has  been  attached  to  some  public  iostita- 
ti<Mi  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  confers  no  little  value.  The 
work  ia  handsomelv  printed,  and  the  illustrations  are  eenerally  well  ex- 
ecuted, and  we  feel  assured  that  the  profession  will  hail  with  pleasure 
the  appearance,  in  its  present  enlarged  and  greatly  improved  form,  of  a 
work  which  has  always  been  r^arded  as  standard  authority  on  the  sub- 
ject of  which  it  treats. 

A  Text-Book  of  Anatomy  and  Guide  in  Dissections,  for  the  use  of  Stu- 
dents in  Medicine  and  Dental  Surgery,  By  Washington  R. 
Handt,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Baltimore 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  late  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Operative 
Surgery  in  Washington  University,  Baltimore ;  with  two  hundred 
and  sixty-four  illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston, 
1854,  pp.  810. 

One  of  the  leading  objects  of  Dr.  Handy  in  the  present  undertaking 
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has  been,  to  furnish  a  work  on  anatomy  which  shall  direett/)e(^/  aUen- 
turn  io  the  mouth,  to  ^  show,  step  by  step,  the  important  anatomical  and 
physiological  relations  which  it  has  with  each  and  all  the  organs  and 
functions  of  the  fenerel  system,"  and  which  shall  be  thus  adapted  alike 
for  the  dental  and  medical  student.  His  second  and  chief  design  has 
4>een,  to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  anatomical  knowledge  to  the  scien- 
tificy  skillful  and  successful  dentist  as  well  as  to  the  physician.  The  plan  of 
the  work  is  judicious,  and  the  execution  successful.  The  dinerent 
oigans  of  the  body  are  described  in  such  a  manner  as  to  combine  the 
-anatomy  and  phynology  of  those  concerned  in  any  particular  function, 
and  the  relatione  of  the  mouth  with  the  different  parts  of  the  head  and 
Vith  the  several  organs,  viscera,  and  functions  of  the  trunk,  especially 
pointed  out.  The  standard  works  on  anatomy  and  physiology  have 
Deen  freely  drawn  upon  for  material,  and  we  have  a  full  text-book  on 
these  subjects.  The  work  is  well  printed ;  but  we  regret  to  see  that  its 
enterprising  publishers  have  allowed  it  to  appear  to  such  disadvantage 
in  the  way  of  illustrations,  the  greater  part  of  the  engravings  being 
coarse  and  unworthy  of  the  work.  We  doubt  not,  however,  that  it  wiU 
form  a  standard  work  for  those  whose  attention  is  directed  more  par- 
ticularly to  dental  surgery,  to  whom  it  furnishes  information  not  found 
in  any  other  single  Tolume. 

Institutions  for  the  Insane,  in  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Germany.  By 
PuKT  Earle,  M.D.,  one  of  the  visiting  physicians  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  late  physician  to  the  Blooming- 
dale  Asylum  ;  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
New  York,  and  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  Utica: 
printed  at  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum.     1853.  pp.  229. 

Dr.  Earle  is  already  favorably  known  in  connection  with  the  insane, 
and  the  establishments  for  their  reception  and  cure,  and  is  well  qualified, 
by  his  acQuaintance  with  these  subjects,  to  jud^e  correctly  respecting 
such  establishments,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  aim  of  the  present 
volume  is  to  give  an  idea  of  the  institutions  of  the  German  countries, 
not  only  collectively  but  individually,  and  he  has  confined  himself  prin- 
cipally to  a  simple  narrative  of  what  he  saw,  and  of  such  information  as 
he  obtained,  diner  verbally  from  the  officers  of  the  Asylums,  or  from 
other  authentic  and  public  sources.  The  result  is  an  account  of  nearly 
sixty  establishments,  both  public  and  private,  seventeen  of  which  he 
himself  visited,  made  up  from  notes  taken  in  the  summer  of  1849, 
which  form  the  basis  of  his  descriptions.  Nine  of  the  institutions  visited 
are  among  the  thirteen  considered  the  best  in  Germany.  Notes  are  abo 
introduced  when  anything  of  interest  has  occurred  since  the  period  of 
his  visit.  The  description  of  the  particular  institutions  is  preceded  by 
an  introduction,  containing  many  interesting  remarks  of  a  general 
nature  connected  with  the  subject.  An  appendix  is  added,  consisting 
of  an  extract  from  a  German  work  which  came  to  hand  just  as  the  last 
pages  of  the  work  had  come  from  the  press,  containing  a  complete  list 
of  the  institutions  in  question  in  Germany,  Prussia,  and  Germanic  Aus- 
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tria,  from  which  brief  notices  iof  those  not  mentioned  by  him  are  taken, 
followed  by  tables  containing  a  list  of  public  institutions  for  the  insane 
in  Prussia,  Germanic  Austria,  and  Germany,  and  also  a  table  comprising 
all  the  private  establishments  recognized  by  the  writer  of  the  work 
alluded  to  (Dr.  Laehr)  in  the  Grermanic  countries. 

Materia  Medica  ;  or,  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutic*.  By  William 
TuLLT,  M.  D.  Vol.  1,  Nos.  8  and  9,  June  and  July,  1853,  Spring- 
field, Mass.    Published  by  Jefferson  Churchy  M.  D.,  1853, 

Dr.  Tully  has  finished  the  subject  of  Antiphlogistica,  and  com- 
menced the  Proem  to  the  Class  Nausiatica.  We  regret  to  hear  that 
the  progress  of  the  work  has  been  delayed  by  a  domestic  calamity,  and 
by  the  illness  of  the  author  himself,  and  are  glad  that  he  is  able  to  re- 
sume his  labors,  and  that  the  success  of  the  work  is  encouraging.  To 
enable  the  author,  however,  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  it,  and  be 
furnished  with  all  the  facilities  he  needs,  about  two  hundred  more  pay* 
ing  subscribers  are  required.  We  trust  that  the  friends  of  Dr.  T.  will 
make  an  effort  to  add  this  number  to  the  names  already  secured,  and 
that  every  facility  will  be  afforded  the  distinguished  author  for  complet- 
ing satisfactorily  a  work  to  which  he  has  devoted  so  much  time  and 
labor.  The  publisher  will  endeavor  to  have  the  future  numbers  appear 
monthly,  and  with  as  much,  punctuality  as  is  practicable  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 


f  itrarta  Ixm  %mub. 


On  the  Relatione  of  Vaccination  and  Inoculation  to  SmaU-Pox. — 
Dr.  Waller  lately  read  a  paper  on  the  above  subject  before  the  Epidemi- 
ological Society,  and  from  the  cases  adduced  drew  the  following  deduc- 
tions : — 

1.  That  vaccination  is  a  most  eminent  protection  against  small-pox. 

2.  That  when  perfectly  performed  it  is  almost  as,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, more  protective  than,  inoculation  or  small-pox  itself. 

3.  That  it  appears  to  render  some  exanthemata,  e.^.,  measles,  milder 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  been. 

4.  lliat  neither  vaccination,  inoculation,  nor  small-pox,  guarantees 
the  individual,  in  every  instance,  from  small-pox. 

5.  That  small-pox  attacks  some  persons  three  times,  or  oftener. 

6.  That  there  exist  certain  individuals,  who  have  perfect  immunity 
from  vaccination,  inoculation,  and  small-pox. 

7.  That  great  susceptibility  to,  or  perfect  immunity  from,  small-pox, 
is  sometimes  found  to  be  common  to  several  members  ot  the  same^ 
family. 

8.  That  sanitary  conditions  have  a  very  powerful  effect  on  the^ 
spread  of  small-pox,  in  common  with  other  epidemics. 
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From  the  cases  related  aad  the  deductions  therefrom,  he  drew  the 
following  conclusions  relative  to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  apparent 
mysteries  of  small-po: : — 

"  A.  Small-pox  i»  a  disease  to  which  almost  every  person  is  liable 
once  in  his  lifetime,  unless  protected.  Iggg 

*'  B.  But  there  is  a  small  fraction  of  the  community  who  appear  to 
enjoy  an  exemption  from  this  law ;  no  degree  of  exposure,  either  to 
vaccination,  inoculation,  or  casual  small-pox,  causing  them  to  take  vac- 
dnia  or  variola. 

'*  C.  That  there  is  a  certain  portion,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are,  un- 
fortunately, in  the  exactly  opposite  condition.  These  individuals,  whose 
systems  appear  to  present  a  soil  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  development 
and  spread  of  small-pox  virus,  are  eminently  susceptible  of  the  disease. 
It  is  to  this  class  that  belong  those  persons  who  have  repeated  attacks 
of  variola,  who  take  small-pox  after  being  inoculated  or  vaccinated.  I 
believe  that  for  such  persons  there  is  no  safety,  but  in  repeated  vaccina* 
tion. 

**  D.  And,  lastly,  that  between  this  latter  class  and  that  favored  por- 
tion of  the  community  that  possess  perfect  ioununity,  there  exists  every 
shade  and  d^ree  of  susceptibility. 

"  These  laws  explain  the  apparent  inconsistency  respecting  the  pro- 
tective powers  of  vaccination,  in  this  view,  all  those  individuals,  form- 
ing an  enormous  majority  of  mankind,  who  possess  an  ordinarily  mode- 
rate degree  of  liability  to  small-pox,  are  completely  guarded  against  the 
activity  of  smallpox  virus  either  by  perfect  vaccination,  inoculation, 
or  small-pox;  when  others,  who  have  a  much  greater  susceptibility, 
will  neither  be  protected  by  one  or  other  of  these  expedients." — Medi- 
cal Times  and  Gazette. 

Pauaning  hy  Creoiote. — Mr.  Jeffery  relates  the  following  case  in 
the  Auociation  Med.  Jour.,  for  Oct  21 :— On  the  2dd  August,  I  waa 
called  to  Mrs.  B.,  24  years  of  age ;  she  was  insensible,  countenance  very 
pale,  frothing  at  the  mouth,  pupils  dilated,  pulse  regular,  rather  full, 
about  80.  Every  few  minutes  there  was  violent  purging,  nothing  but 
saliva  resulting.  She  had  apparently  severe  paroxysms  of  pain  on  the 
right  side  of  the  face,  to  which  she  violently  applied  her  hand ;  then 
again  became  prostrate.    Hei  teeth  smelt  strongly  of  creasote. 

Whilst  in  this  state  a  diseased  molar  tooth  was  extracted  without 
apparently  causing  any  pain.  Sesquicarbonate  of  soda,  dissolved  in 
water,  was  given  her,  and  the  next  morning  she  was  better. 

The  patient  thus  described  her  sensations  after  swallowing  the  crea- 
sote— about  5  or  6  drops  on  lint. — *'In  a  few  minutes  I  felt  myself 
going  very  low.  My  eyesight  went  from  me ;  giddiness  came  on,  and 
everything  looked  of  a  dark  blue,  even  the  candles,  my  husband,  and 
everything.  I  felt  a  dreadful  burning  at  my  chest.  I  wanted  water  to 
quench  the  burning  at  my  lungs.  I  vomited,  and  brought  up  the  piece 
of  lint,  with  some  food.  I  had  great  pain  at  the  front  of  my  head,  and 
felt  numbed  all  over.      The  pain  at  my  chest  continued,  and  my  eye- 
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sight  was  imperfect  for  three  or  foar  days.    I  did  not  know  my  tooth 
had  hem  taken  out," 

The  dose  of  creasote  which  prodaced  the  eharacteristic  effects  of 
poisoning  by  that  article  was  not  much  larger  than  what  has  been  fre- 
qoently  prescribed.  Its  modut  operandi  is  similar  to  that  of  pmssic 
acid,  stopping  the  movements  of  the  heart,  or  directly  affecUng  the 
brain. 

Paracenteiis  in  an  Infant. — Mr.  Winn  reported  to  the  Med.  Soc. 
of  London  the  case  of  an  infant,  nine  weeks  old,  in  whom  he  had  per- 
formed paraceniens  abdominis  on  account  of  ascites.  At  the  first  ope- 
ration, he  drew  off  a  quart  of  milky  fluid ;  at  the  second,  rather  less. 
On  this  occasion,  oozing  of  blood  occurred  from  the  wound  of  a  small 
vessel,  and  the  child  died.  On  post-mortem,  the  liver  was  found  diseased. 
Dr.  W  believed  this  was  the  first  time  the  operation  bad  been  per- 
formed on  so  young  a  subject. 


IDomeafe  SiihU^mt 


Crrr—flbnor  to  Dr.  JIfott.— Our  fellow  citizen,  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  has 
received  another  proof  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  ahroad,  in 
his  election  as  honorary  member  of  the  Me4ico-Chimrgical  Society  of  London. 
The  number  of  foreign  honorary  members  of  this  Society  is  limited  to  twen- 
ty*four,  of  whom  onW  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  and  Dr.  Mott  are  from 
omr  cottntnr.  Dr.  M.  fills  the  vacancy  occaaioned  by  the  death  of  Prod 
Assalini,  of  Milan. 

Testimonial  to  Prof,  DaUm.-^We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  students 
of  the  Crosby-street  Medical  College  have  presented  Prof.  J.  C.  Dalton,  jun., 
with  a  silver  box  containing  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold,  as  a  proof  of  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  course  of  lectures  en  the  **  Physiology  of  Digssitioa 
and  of  the  Nervous  System,"  recently  delivered  by  him  in  that  institntion,  m 
conformity  with  the  arrangement  made  with  him  for  that  purpose,  as  mea* 
tioned  in  our  number  for  December.  We  regret  that  our  limits  prevent  the  inser- 
tion of  the  highly  complimentary  note  with  which  the  gift  was  accompanied* 
and  the  characteristic  letter  written  in  reply.  The  affair  is  highly  cr^table 
to  both  parties.  Prof.  D.  is  fast  earning  for  himself  a  high  reputation  among 
us,  both  as  a  man  of  science  and  as  a  lecturer. 

Present  to  Dr,  L.  A.  Sayre. — ^We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  our  friend,  Dr, 
Lewis  A.  Sayre  has  been  presented  by  t£e  friends  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burehard 
with  a  handsome  silver  pitcher  and  salver,  of  the  value  of  several  hundred  dol* 
lars,  aa  an  acknowledgment  of  his  professional  akill  and  devoted  attention, 
which  were  crowned  with  anch  aignal  success,  in  the  very  critical  case  of  that 
gentleman. 

It  will  be  seen  by  our  advertising  columns  that  Dr.  Wm.  J.  Olliffe,  so  loDg 
and  so  favorably  known  in  our  city  in  connection  with  ^  No.  6  Bow^ry,*^  haa 
succeeded  Mr.  G.  D.  CoggeshaJl,  in  the  Drug  Store  established  by  him  at  No. 
809  Broadway.  We  need  not  say  that  he  is  fully  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  profession,  and  that  physicians  may  depend  upon  having:  fi^^d  articles  dla. 
pensed,  and  in  a  proper  manner. 
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Dr.  WoieoU  Gibbs,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phvaies  in  the  Free 
Academy,  is  spoken  of  as  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Chemistiy 
in  Colambia  Colle^,  rendered  vacant  by  the  reaifnation  of  Prof.  Renwick. 
Dr.  Gibhs  is  co-editor  of  '^Silliman's  Journal,*'  and  is  well  qualified  for  the 
post  for  which  he  is  named. 

JNew  York  CaurUy  Medical  Society: — ^The  following  were  ehosen,  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  this  Society,  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  to  be  held  at  Albany  this  month,  and  to  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  be  held  at  St.  Loois,  in  May  next,  viz. :  Slate  Medical 
Society :— Doctors  G.  Carter,  I.  Wood,  W.  Detmold,  J.  O.  Pond,  J.  1/ 
Phelps,  O.  White,  A.L.  White,  S.  P.White,  T.  P.  Cock,  S.  T.  Hubbard,  J 
W.  Corson,  A  Calkins,  E.  L.  Beadle,  H.  S.  Downs,  S.  A.  Purdy,  H.  Sweeny. 
American  Medical  Association: — Doctors  G.  Carter,  J.  Anderson,  J.  6. 
Adams,  J.  H.  Borrowe,  G.  Buck,  E.  L.  Beadle,  H.  D.  Bulkley,  J.  W.  G.  Cle- 
ments,  T.  F.  Cock,  B.  Drake,  H.  S.  Downs,  A.  Dubois,  W.  Detmold,  J.  T. 
Ferguson,  J.  Gilford,  J.  Harsen,  J.  Hart,  T.  M.  Halsted,  W.  H.  Jackson,  S.  T. 
Hubbard,  B.  Ogden,  J.  O.  Pond,  J.  L.  Phelps,  W.  Rockwell,  A.  H.  Stevens, 
J.  E.  Taylor,  J.  R.  Van  Kleek,  O.  White,  I.  Wood,  J.  R.  Wood. 

American  Medical  Monthly. — The  first  number  of  a  journal  under  this 
title  appeared  last  month  in  our  city.  It  is  to  be  ptiblished  every  month,  as 
its  name  implies,  and  to  contain  at  least  eightv  larg^e  octavo  pages  in  each  num- 
ber, and  is  to  be  conducted  by  the  faculty  or  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
whose  names  appear  on  the  first  page  of  the  cover,  and  to  be  edited  by  Dr. 
£.  H.  Parker,  formerljr  editor  of  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine,  and 
now  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  the  above-named  institution.  The 
contents  of  this  number  are  varied  and  valuable,  and  the  mechanical  execution 
very  attractive.  The  editorial  salutatory  is  very  well  written,  and  every- 
thing nromises  a  valuable  addition  to  the  periodical  literature  of  our  country. 
Abundant  means  are  secured  for  the  supply  of  a  large  edition  for  several 
years,  which  must  constitute  an  essential  element  of  success.  We  trust  that 
it  will  maintain  the  high  stand  which  it  takes  at  its  commencement.  The 
price  is  three  dollars  a  year. 

MxscELLAKSOus. — The  ^Dissection  Bill  "has  passed  the  Senate  of  our 
State,  and  is  now  before  the  lower  House ;  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  our 
LegiiJatnre  will  not  be  guilty  of  such  injastice  to  the  claims  of  l^oth  the  pro- 
fenioQ  and  the  public  as  to  again  reftise  its  passage. 

Wmiamsbwrgh  Medical  Society. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Wllliamsburgh 
Medical  Society,  the  following-named  gentlemen  were  chosen  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year:  President — Dr.  Schapps;  Vice  Freeident-^Br.  Krackowitzer; 
Ccrre^pofndirut  Secretary — ^Dr.  McFarian.  Recording  Secretary-^Dr.  Creamer. 
Treasurer-^Dr.  Walsh. 

Castleton  Medical  Co72<^e.— Professor  George  Hadley,  of  Bufialo  Medical 
College,  has  accepted  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural 
History  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

Ohio  Medical  Journal—The  continued  ill  health  of  Prof.  Howard  has 
compelled  him  to  relinquish  the  editorial  chair  of  this  Journal,  which  is  now 
to  be  occupied  by  Dr.  John  Dawson,  who  gives  his  salutatory  in  the  January 
somber.  Prof.  H.  is  also  compelled  by  the  same  cause  to  relinquish  his  oon« 
neetion  with  the  Infirmary  at  Columbus,  in  which  he  has  been  much  inter- 
ested, the  name  of  which  has  been  changed  from  that  of  Howard  Infirmary  to 
that  of  Starling  Hall. 
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We  refifret,  by  the  way,  to  see  an  attack  in  that  Jonmal  upon  Dr.  V.  Mott, 
for  hia  supposed  countenance  of  an  advertising  oculist  and  aurist  of  the  name 
of  Hartley.  We  have  good  authority  for  saying  that  Dr.  M.  never  gave  him 
any  recommendation  to  that  effect,  and  that  the  liberty  taken  with  Dr.  M.'s 
name  ia  wholly  unauthorised  by  him. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  the  well  known  editor  of  the  Botton  Medical  and  Sur- 
gkal  Joumalf  has  been  elected  Mayor  of  Boston. 


fnria. 


Mistake  in  Title  of  a  Paper. — One  of  the  journals  which  copied  the  article 
from  the  Medical  Times^  entitled  **  Opium  and  Alcohol — ^their  Comparative 
Effects  on  the  System,"  &c.,  gives  it  the  heading  of  '*  Opium  and  Charcoal," 
dtc. — and  by  a  singular  series  of  mistakes,  the  same  title  is  ffiven  in  the 
table  of  contents,  and  on  the  top  of  each  page,  aa  well  aa  at  the  Deginning  of 
the  paper. 

Weekly  Mortality. ^-^^-Rvr  Yoek. — For  the  week  ending  Dec.  31,  1863, 
432: — consumption,  62;  apoplexy,  6;  congestion  of  brain,  13;  pneumonia, 
36;  congestion  of  lungs,  10;  scarlet  fever,  7;  small  pox,  32;  varioloid,  1; 
erysipel^  6 ;  croup,  19  ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  10 ;  dysentery,  6;  cholera, 
1;  convulsions  (infantile),  42;  convulsions  (puerperal),  8 ;  puerperal  fever, 
4;  typhus  fever  (mcluding  "  typhoid"),  11.  For  the  week  ending  Janmury 
7,  481:— consumption,  63;  apoplexy,  6;  congestion  of  brain,  8;  pneumonia, 
82;  scarlet  fever,  20;  measles,  6;  small  pox,  43;  erysipelas,  6;  croup,  26; 
inflammation  of  bowels,  7 ;  dysentery,  6;  cholera,  1 ;  convulsions,  36;  puer- 

Seral  fever,  4;  typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid"),  8.  For  the  week  ending 
anuary  14,  483: — consumption,  69;  apoplexy,  6;  congestion  of  brain,  9; 
pneumonia,  30;  scarlet  fever,  18;  measles,  14;  small-pox,  39;  varioloid,  1; 
erysipelas,  6 ;  croup,  14 ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  10 ;  dysentery,  6 ;  puerperal 
fever,  8 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid"),  7.  For  the  week  ending  Jan. 
21,  629: — consumption,  62;  apoplexy,  7;  pneumonia,  26;  congestion  of 
lungs,  6;  meaales,  21 ;  scarlet  fever,  13;  amall-pox,  42 ;  varioloid,  3;  eryai- 
pelaa,  10;  croup,  17;  inflammation  of  bowela,7;  dysentery,  9;  puerperal 
fever,  3 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid"),  11. 

Bbookltn. — ^For  the  week  ending  Jan.  7,  1864,  86: — Adults,  27;  chil- 
dren, 69.  For  the  week  endmg  Jan.  14, 64  :•— Adults,  23 ;  children,  41.  For 
the  week  ending  Jan.  21,  42 : — Adnlta,  16 ;  children,  27. 


OBITVABT  HOnCE. 


Died,  at  Philadelphia,  Jan.  4,  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan,  in  the  64th  year  of 
his  age,  brother  of  Dr.  George  McClellan,  the  late  distinguished  surgeon  of 
that  city.  Both  brothers  lectured  in  the  Jefferson  College  from  its  c  om- 
mencement-.  *  His  death  ia  said  to  have  been  owing  to  fatigue  from  over-exer- 
tion in  a  very  large  obstetric  practice.  The  profession  and  the  public  have 
auatained  a  loss  in  his  death. 
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dDrqitittl  CmnnraimatintKf. 

Clinical  Observations  on  the  Surgical  Diseases  of  Childhood  and 

Early  Life. 

(ContiniiAd  from  the  Ootober  number.) 

To  the  Editor  of  the  iT.  F.  Medical  Times. 

Deak  Sib, — Id  a  previous  communication  on  this  subject,  which  ap- 
peared in  your  number  for  October  last,  I  had  occasion  to  speak  of  inju- 
ries about  the  shoulder,  of  injuries  at  and  below  the  elbow,  of  those  about 
the  knee,  especially  such  as  lead  to  separation  of  the  lower  epiphysis  from 
the  shaft  of  the  femur,  and  of  such  as  lead  to  atrophy  or  arrested  deyelop- 
ment  of  the  lower  extremity. 

Since  the  publication  of  that  article,  I  have  met  in  the  journals  with 
some  recent  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  nerves  of  paralyzed  limbs, 
by  M.  Gruveilhier,  in  which  that  distinguished  pathologist  has  shown 
that  the  nerves  leading  to  such  parts  are  found  in  a  state  of  atrophy,  or 
stmctural  alteration,  even  up  to  their  point  of  origin  in  the  spinal  mar- 
row. That  alterations  in  the  structure  of  the  brain,  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
or  even  in  the  nerves  themselves,  may  lead  to  loss  of  function  in  the  organs 
supplied  by  these,  is  no  new  doctrine.  Nor  do  we  now  learn  for  the  first 
time  that  loss  of  function  in  any  of  the  organs,  by  injury  or  diseased  action 
at  the  part,  may  lead  to  wasting  or  structural  changes  in  the  nerves,  and  in 
the  nervous  centers,  by  which  these  organs  are  supplied.  So  far,  at  least 
as  vision  is  concerned,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  disorganization  of 
the  globe  of  the  eye,  will,  in  course  of  time,  be  followed  by  atrophy  of 
the  optic  [nerve  as  far  backwards  as  the  optic  commissure,  or  even  &rther 
on  towards  the  origin  of  the  nerve.  The  discovery  of  atrophy  at  the 
point  of  origin  in  a  nerve,  is  no  proof  that  thexlisease  or  injury  giving 
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rise  to  it  may  not  have  been  seated  at  some  point,  more  or  less  remote, 
along  the  course  of  the  nerve,  or  at  its  terminal  extremity. 

Now,  by  applying  these  observations  to  the  cases  already  reported, 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  atrophy,  arrested  growth,  or  loss  of  function, 
subsequent  to  injury  in  the  limbs  of  children,  may  have  been  the  direct 
result  of  violence  inflicted  upon  the  nerves,  rather  than  upon  the  other 
structures  at  the  seat  of  accident;  and  that,  however  much  the  mere  con- 
tusion of  muscles,  bones,  or  ligaments,  may  have  had  to  do  in  arresting 
the  functions  of  the  part  for  a  season,  the  obstinate  loss  of  function  and 
atrophy  of  the  part  are  owing  to  the  injury  inflicted  upon  the  nerves,  and 
to  this  alone.  In  support  of  this  position,  we  may  further  remark,  that 
injury  to  the  nerves  of  a  limb,  without  any  concomitant  injury  to  other 
neighboring  tissues,  may  give  rise  to  consequences  similar  to  those 
already  reported.    And  in  proof  of  this,  I  may  cite  the  following : 

Case  13.  On  the  21st  of  October  last,  Wm.  T.  Coffee,  an  in&nt  six- 
teen months  old,  was  brought  to  me,  with  paralysis  of  his  right  shoulder. 
The  mother  informed  me  that  about  three  months  previously,  the  diild, 
after  a  few  days  of  slight  indisposition,  had  exhausted  himself  in  fretting ; 
and  having  thrown  his  arm  out  of  bed  in  such  a  way  as  to  rest  upon  the 
leg  of  a  stool  at  the  bed-side,  he  fell  asleep,  with  the  foot  of  the  stool 
pressing  directly  into  the  axilla,  and  lay  thus,  without  change  of  posture, 
for  the  whole  night.  She  at  present  thinks  there  may  have  been,  prior 
to  this  accident,  some  slight  tenderness  about  the  shoulder,  but  of  this 
she  is  not  certain,  nor  would  she  have  thought  of  it,  had  she .  not,  some 
three  days  after  this  occurrence,  discovered  for  the  first  time  that  the 
child  could  not  elevate  his  arm.  Movement  and  handling  of  the  part 
gave  him  no  pain,  nor  has  there  been  since  the  accident  any  evidence  of 
excited  sensibility  in  the  injured  limb. 

The  paralysis,  at  the  present  time,  is  most  marked  about  the  shoulder. 
The  child  has  still  some  power  over  the  muscles  of  the  hand  and  forearm. 
The  head  of  the  humerus  b  still  in  its  socket;  but  though  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  arm  and  forearm  is  natural,  the  deltoid  and  neighboring  mus- 
cles are  wasted  and  flaccid^  and  the  whole  limb  smaller  than  the  other. 

The  history  of  the  following  case  is  not  so  full  as  might  be  wished ; 
but  the  symptoms  were  of  long  standing,  and  had  been  mistaken  for  an 
old  luxation : 

Cask  14.  On  the  12th  of  January,  1849,  an  infant,  two  years  old,  a 
foundling,  was  brought  to  me  from  one  of  our  charitable  institutioiiB| 
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with  a  note  from  a  physiciaB,  statbg  tbe  case  to  be  one  of  ordinary  dislo- 
catioa  The  heail  of  ^the  humeruay  from  relaxation  and  wasting  of  all 
the  surrounding  tissues,  had  dropped  below  its  natui;al  level,  but  not  to 
so  great  an  extent  as  to  escape  entirely  from  its  socket.  The  nurse  who 
acc<»npanied  the  child  oould  gpive  no  circumstantial  history  of  the  case, 
other  than  that  the  disease  was  not  congenital,  and  that  it  was  supposed 
to  have  resulted  from  a'  sudden  pull  upon  the  arm  at  a  very  tender  age* 

With  these  remarks  in  amplification  of  the  topics  under  consideration 
in  the  first  article,  we  may  now  proceed  to  others,  in  further  illustration 
of  OUT  subject. 

V.     Separation  of  the  nhafiftom  the  upper  extremity  of  the  tibia. 

The  following  is  the  only  instance  of  this  sort,  occurring  spontaneously, 
of  which  I  have  any  record,  or  to  which  I  can  refer  at  the  present  mo- 
ment 

Cabb  15.  On  the  18th  of  January,  1849, 1  called  a  consultation  at  the 
Hospital  in  the  case  of  an  Irish  lad,  about  18  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
under  treatment  since  the  5th  of  the  month,  for  an  acute  attack  of  inflam- 
maticm  about  the  knee,  which  appeared  to  have  supervened  upon  an  old 
disease  in  the  neighborhood.  But  the  patient  persisted  in  stating  that, 
until  within  three  weeks  of  his  admission,  he  had  always  had  perfect  use 
gI  the  limb.  Yet  his  hip  on  the  afiected  side  was  already  anchylosed; 
and  through  op^ings  that  had  been  formed  below  the  knee,  the  tibia 
oould  be  felt  exposed  and  carious.  By  resorting  to  passive  motion,  it  was 
evident  that  the  shaft  of  the  tibia  had  separated  spontaneously  from  its 
upper  extremity.  The  patient  was  suffering  from  profuse  suppuration  and 
high  ooostitutional  disturbance.  He  reftised,  at  the  time,  to  submit  to  am* 
putadon;  but  after  undergoing  much  suffering,  and  becoming  greatly 
exhausted,  he  at  length  consented  to  the  loss  of  the  limb,  which  was 
removed  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  on  the  18th  of  February.  So  great 
was  his  exhaustion  just  before  the  operation,  and  after  the  case  had  passed 
out  of  my  hands,  that,  at  one  time,  I  thought  him  dying.  But  he  rallied 
immediately  after  the  loss  of  the  limb,  and  left  the  Hospital  cured,  on  the 
2l8t  of  May.. 

In  connection  with  the  anchylosis  at  the  hip,  in  this  patient,  it  may 
be  well  to  remark,  that  I  have  known  this  accident  to  occur  quite  as  rap- 
idly in  other  instances.  Such  was  the  fact  in  the  well-known  case  in  which 
my  former  colleague,  the  late  Dr.  J.  E.  Rodgers,  attempted  to  establish 
an  artificial  hip-joint,  and  in  which  the  anchylosis  had  occurred  while  the 
patient  was  confined  to  bed  with  a  fhu^ture  of  the  opposite  thigh. 
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VI.     TtoiBting^  bending,  and   partial  jfraetun  in  the   $hafi  of  the 

long  bones. 
M.  Malgaigne,  in  his  notes  npon  the  works  of  Par6  (Book  18th),  gives 
the  credit  of  having  first  described  diese  injuries  to  Lanfrank,  an  Italian 
surgeon  of  the  18th  century,  the  founder  of  the  first  school  of  surgery  at 
Paris.  But  in  this  he  has  done  discredit  to  antiquity ;  for  we  have  de- 
scriptions of  these  accidents  as  old,  at  least,  as  the  times  of  the  Emperor 
Julian,  if  not  much  older.  They  are  directly  referred  to  by  Oribasius,  in 
the  following  words:  ^^ Qttemadmodum,  igitur,  arida  ligna  minue  JUxi- 
bUia  euntj  humida,  vero,  et  virida  facile  curvari  patiuntur^  sic  animalium 
adhuc  ereecentium  os$a  vi  fiecii  poesunt,  ac  multo  magis  ubi  sunt  rata 
etfistulosa,  sicut  et  jugulum  esV^ — [Oribasius  de  Fractis  et  Luxatis^  as 
given  in  the  Veterum  Medicorum  Chirurgia  qucedam  antehae  desid- 
erata.   Florentice,  foL,  1764,  p.  136]. 

The  long  bones  of  young  persons  may  undergo  torsion  or  carvatnre 
in  several  different  ways :  namely,  in  the  limbs, — 

1st  From  direct  mechanical  violence.  2dly.  From  irregularity  in  the 
action  or  development  of  muscles,  during  the  process  of  reparation  after 
fractures.  3dly.  From  muscular  action  alone,  without  any  preceding  injury 
or  disease  in  the  bony  tissue,  but  while  the  bones  are  yet  young,  and  im- 
perfectly supplied  with  earthy  salts.  4thly.  From  similar  irr^^arity  of 
muscular  action,  in  connection  with  disease  of  the  bone ;  as  in  mollitaes 
ossium,  in  rachitis,  or  in  subacute  inflammation,  in  which  the  bony  struc- 
ture becomes  softer  and  more  vascular  than  natural.  And  again,  as  in 
the  bones  of  the  trunk,  from  pressure,  contraction,  or  irregular  growtht 
the  result  of  diseased  action  in  the  viscera,  or  other  neighboring  organs* 

I  may  cite  the  following,  in  illustration  of  the  first  of  these  groups,  or — 

Twists  from  mechanical  violence : 

Cask  16.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1847, 1  was  called  to  a'^boy 
about  eleven  or  twelve  years  old,  the  son  of  H.  D.,  Esq.,  who  had  recently 
injured  his  forearm  by  a  fall.  On  careful  examination,  I  detected  a  dis- 
tinct hinge-like  nK>tion,  in  connection  with  a  very  considerable  curve,  at  a 
point  in  the  upper-third  of  the  radius.  But  on  rotating  the  forearm,  I 
found  that  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the  radius  still  moved  in  uni' 
son,  as  if  not  completely  separated.  The  injury  had  occurred  just  before 
I  saw  the  child,  and  the  limb  was  still  free  from  tumefaction ;  nor  had  he 
much  pain  at  the  seat  of  accident.     lie  was  of  delicate  organization,  and 
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bad  veoently  recovered  from  a  fracture  in  some  other  part  of  his  body. 
By  proper  management,  he  subsequently  did  well. 

Ga88  17.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1848,  I  was  called  to  attend  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  W.,  a  child  of  small  stature  and  delicate  organization,  about 
six  yean  old,  who  had  recently  fallen  from  the  outer  side  of  the  banisters 
of  the  stairway,  to  the  floor,  a  distance  of  some  five  or  six  feet,  striking 
upon  her  shoulder.  The  accident  had  produced  a  projection  or  angular 
twist  in  the  clayicle,  at  the  junction  of  the  inner  and  middle  third ;  or,  in 
other  words,  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  insertion  of  the  stemo-cleido-mastoid 
muscle.  The  projection  here  was  sharp  and  pointing  upwards ;  but  the 
continuity  of  the  clavicle  had  been  preserved,  and  there  was  no  false  point- 
of-motion.  The  treatment  consisted,  at  first,  in  the  recumbent  posture,  with 
an  evaporating  lotion  over  the  seat  of  injury ;  and,  subsequently,  in  the 
use  of  a  sling  for  the  arm.  On  the  28th  of  June,  the  deformity  still  per- 
sisted ;  but  the  child  was  free  from  pain,  and  disposed  to  use  the  arm. 
It  was  only  after  many  months  that  the  irregular  projection  in  the  clavicle 
disappeared. 

In  connection  with  my  minutes  of  this  case,  I  find  a  note  of  a  similar 
accident  in  the  forearm,  related  to  me  by  a  friend,  who,  after  having 
managed  it  for  some  time  with  becoming  care,  was  obliged  to  give  place 
to  an  irregular  practitioner.  The  latter,  supposing  the  case  to  be  one  of 
ordinary  fracture  badly  set,  persuaded  the  friends  of  the  child  to  have  the 
arm  fractured  anew ;  an  operation  which  was,  I  believe,  undertaken,  and 
the  child  subjected  to  three  weeks'  farther  use  of  the  splints. 

In  the  following  instance,  the  injury  appears  to  have  led  to  secondary 
abscess,  at  a  point  remote  from  the  seat  of  primary  injury. 

Case  18. — ^Mrs.  Fallon's  child,  a  puny  infant,  only  a  month  old,  by 
some  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  mother  or  nurse,  had  its  fore- 
arm crooked,  and  perhaps  partially  fractured,  about  midway  between  the 
dbow  and  wrist,  I  saw  it  for  the  first  time  November  12,  1850,  only  a 
few  days  after  the  accident,  at  which  time  there  existed  considerable 
tumefaction  and  deformity  at  the  seat  of  injury,  yet  with  no  appreciable 
false  point-of-motion.  After  gentle  traction,  and  drawing  the  forearm 
BB  well  as  I  could  into  its  natural  shape,  I  applied  delicate  splints,  and  a 
roller.  At  the  end  of  eight  or  ten  days,  the  swelling  and  deformity  had 
disappeared.  But  at  this  time,  without  any  appreciable  cause,  two  dis- 
tinct fluctuating  tumors  suddenly  arose — the  one  on  the  right,  and  the 
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other  on  the  left  side  of  the  forehesidL  The  integumeBt  over  them  gava 
no  signs  of  inflammation.  They  proved  to  be  secondary  abseesaes.  After 
pupcturing  them  and  evacuating  the  purulent  matter,  they  gave  no  fur- 
ther trouble,  and  the  patient  soon  recovered. 

Case  19.  Wm.  S.,  a  child  three  years  old,  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1851,  fell  from  the  outside  of  the  banisters  to  the  floor,  a  distance  of  seven 
or  eight  feet,  striking  on  his  collar-bone.  On  coming  to  examine  him,  I 
found  little  or  no  deformity  at  first,  and  no  evidence  of  fracture.  Bat  at 
the  expiration  of  a  week,  it  was  evident  that  the  clavicle  had  been  twist- 
ed. A  great  mass  of  recent  and  rather  Arm  callus  or  indurated  lympb, 
had  been  thrown  out  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  bone  at  the  point  of 
injury.  He  complained,  however,  of  nothing  like  pain  or  inflammation, 
and  was  soon  able  to  use  the  arm  as  well  as  ever.  The  deformity  in  this 
case  was  evident  for  many  months,  but  in  time  entirely  disappeared. 

Case  20.  On  the  20th  December,  1851,  a  boy  of  delicate  orgaxuza- 
tion,  aged  eight  years,  the  son  of  Dr.  E.  B.,  fell  while  skating,  and 
injured  his  right  forearm,  fracturing  the  radius  near  its  middle,  and  bend- 
ing the  ulna  considerably,  but  without  breaking  it,  so  as  to  render  it  con- 
vex on  the  dorsal  and  concave  on  its  palmar  aspect  As  there  was  little 
or  no  injury  of  the  soft  parts,  I  straightened  the  limb  and  applied  the 
splints  without  delay.  The  restorative  process  was  slow.  At  the  end  of 
four  weeks,  the  father,  thinking  the  bones  sufllciently  firm,  removed  the 
apparatus ;  but,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1852,  the  boy  had  a  second  fell, 
and  injured  the  parts  anew,  in  nearly  the  same  manner,  and  prodacing 
precisely  the  same  appearances  as  at  first.  The  splints  were  again  appliedi 
and  worn  for  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  second  accident,  at  the  close 
of  which  period  the  forearm  was  perfectly  sound. 

The  following  is  another  instance  of  the  same  sort : 

Case  21.  Herman,  a  German,  aged  14,  was  admitted  into  the  New 
York  Hospital,  July  27th,  1853,  with  a  fracture  of  the  radius  in  its  lower 
third,  and  a  partial  fracture,  with  very  strong  curve,  in  the  middle  of  the 
ulna  of  his  right  arm,  caused  just  before  admission,  by  having  had  his 
forearm  caught  and  twisted  violently  around  the  rolling  shaft  of  some 
machine.  The  arm,  after  his  reception,  was  adjusted  without  further 
separation  of  the  bone,  and  the'patient  discharged,  cured,  on  the  29th  of 
September. 
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Amoog  the  aeoond  group  of  cnryatureBy  or  such  as  result — 
Fnm  muscular  action  during  the  process  of  reparation  after  fracture. 

I  must  refer  to  the  case  of  Charles  Baird,  published  in  my  article 
on  Pseudarthrosis,  which  appeared  in  the  first  number  of  this  jouma], 
October,  1851,  in  which  case  the  lower  part  of  the  leg  had,  after  a  frac- 
tnre,  become  bent  inward  and  backward,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the 
upper.  The  accident  occurred  when  the  patient  was  about  six  years  old  ; 
and  after  a  period  of  eight  years,  the  foot  and  lower  part  of  the  leg 
were  but  very  little  larger  than  at  the  time  of  the  injury.  The  patient 
was  of  a  strumous  diathesis,  the  bones  rather  light.  The  deformity  had 
been  gradually  effected,  and  was  evidently  the  result  of  permanent  con- 
traction in  the  posterior  muscles  of  the  leg. 

I  remember,  some  years  since,  to  have  assisted  in  a  case  of  less  marked 
and  more  recent  deformity  of  the  leg,  which  had  already  united,  and 
which  was  received  at  the  hospital  under  the  care  of  my  former  colleague, 
Dr.  Hoflman.  The  lower  portion  of  the  leg  in  this  case  was  also  twisted 
backward.  By  powerftil  extension  and  direct  pressure  over  the  old  seat  of 
fracture  on  the  tibia,  the  deformity  was  overcome,  and  the  limb  adjusted 
in  such  a  way  as  in  time  to  regain  its  natural  shape.  The  following  is 
still  another  instance  of  the  same  sort : 

Casb  22.  John  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York,  aged  16,  boatman,  was 
admitted  July  31st,  1860,  with  deformity  of  his  right  leg,  the  result  of 
fracture  of  both  tibia  and  fibula,  ten  weeks  previously.  At  the  date  of 
admission  the  bones,  though  united,  were  probably  not  firmly  consoli- 
dated. The  fractnie  had  been  simple,  and  near  the  middle  of  the  leg. 
There  was  now  a  sharp,  angular  projection,  with  protrusion  of  callus,  an* 
teriorlj.  The  leg  below  this  point  projected  backward  and  somewhat 
ontwardsi  and  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  was  very  great  on  the  pos- 
terior aspect  of  the  limb.  The  treatment  consisted  in  bringing  the  leg 
as  nearly  as  possible  into  its  natural  position  at  once,  by  traction  and  firm 
pressure,  and  adjusting  it  afterwards  in  a  guttered  splint,  with  side-pieces. 
This  apparatus  proving  inconvenient,  was  soon  afterwards  removed,  and 
the  double-inclined  plane  substituted. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  the  anterior  angular  projection  had  been 
nearly  overcome.  Side-splints  were  now  added,  to  overcome  the  lateral 
deformity.  On  the  2  2d  of  August,  this  part  of  the  deformity  having 
yielded,  but  some  tendency  to  the  posterior  recession  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  leg  still  existing,  the  apparatus  was  again  modified  by  placing  pads 
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behind  the  tendo  Achiilis,  as  well  as  over  the  tibia  at  the  seat  of  fractare, 
and  then  secaring  the  limb  firmlj  to  the  double-inclined  plane  bj  nieaiu 
of  rollers.  The  patient  had  had  some  abrasnre  of  the  integument  at 
the  original  point  of  injury,  which  tended  materially  to  complicate  the 
treatment  But  he  finally  did  well,  and  was  dischaiged  cured  on  the 
14th  of  November. 

The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  ihiri  proup^  or — 

From  muscular  action,  unaccompanied  by  disease  or  injury  of  the  bony 
structure,  occurring  while  the  bones  are  yet  young  and  imperfectly 
supplied  with  earthy  salts : — 

Case  23.  On  the  21st  of  Februaiy  1851, 1  was  called  to  examine  a 
little  girl,  three  years  old,  the  daughter  of  R.  F.,  £»][.,  who  in  consequence 
of  a  chronic  furuncle  on  her  leg,  had  for  some  months  been  limping,  and 
walking  on  the  side  of  her  foot  The  knee  now  i^peared  to  be  slightly 
swollen,  with  relaxation  of  its  internal  Literal  ligament,  but  free  from 
pun ;  the  lower  part  of  the  tibia  was  evidently  bowed^  and  the  sole  of 
the  foot  drawn  somewhat  outward.  In  order  to  bring  the  limb  into 
its  natural  position,  I  advised  the  parents  to  have  a  leather  buskin, 
with  the  sole  made  thicker  at  the  outer  than  at  the  inner  edge.  By 
wearing  this  simple  contrivance,  the  child,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
regained  the  proper  use  of  the  limb,  and  the  deformity  was  thus  gradually 
overcome. 

Many  children  of  delicate  organisation,  from  being  placed  upon  their 
feet  too  early,  suffer  in  this  way ;  and  others  of  more  vigorous  muscular 
growth,  while  the  bones  are  still  soft,  have  their  limbs  thrown  out  of 
shape,  with  anterior  lateral  curvature,  by  loss  of  balance  between  the 
flexor  and  extensor  muscles.  Such  children  in  growing  up,  rarely  ac- 
quire a  great  stature ;  but  their  bones,  on  fully  acquiring  their  natural 
firmness,  are  usually  found  to  be  thicker  and  stronger  than  those  of  most 
other  persons  of  their  own  amount  of  general  physical  development 

I  need  not  here  allude  to  the  curvatures  of  the  leg  usually  associated 
with  varus,  the  causes  of  which  are  too  well  known  to  need,  at  the  present 
day,  additional  illustration.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  in  such  cases  the 
curvature  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  the  vitiated  growth  about  the  knee  and 
in  the  shaft  of  the  femur ;  in  short,  the  deformity  in  every  long  bone  of 
the  limb,  as  well  as  in  the  bones  of  the  foot,  are  no  evidence  whatever  that 
there  must  have  existed,  either  prior  to  birth  or  afterwards,  any  primaiy 
disease  of  the  osseous  tissue. 
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To  iUnstrato  the  yarietieB  of  the  fourth  group,  or  such  curvatures  as 
result — 

From  di$easei  of  the  bony  simciure^ 

Would  require  more  space  than  I  Lave  at  present  at  command,  and 
inTolve  the  consideration  of  mollities  ossium,  rachitis,  and  several  of  the 
specific  constitutional  diseases,  as  well  as  chronic  inflammations  of  the 
bones.  Mollities  ossium,  the  onlj  one  of  these  with  which  I  am  not 
familiar,  is,  at  least  in  this  country,  a  very  rare  affection ;  nor  do  I  re- 
member ever  to  have  seen  or  heard  of  an  unequivocal  case  of  it  Under 
this  fourth  head,  then,  I  must  ifor  the  present  restrict  myself  to  curvatures 
of  bone  resulting  from  inflammation. 

Casb  24.  Oarrett  D.  Bross,  of  New  Jersey,  aged  15,  was  admitted 
into  the  New  York  Hospital,  August  2nd,  1844»  on  account  of  deformity 
in  one  of  his  lower  extremities.  The  tibia  of  his  left  leg  had,  about 
two  years  prior  to  admission,  begun  to  enlai^  in  the  course  of  its  upper 
third.  From  that  time  onward,  the  size  of  the  bone  has  continued  to 
increase,  so  that  at  present  it  is  throughout  its  whole  extent  at  least  one- 
fourth  larger  than  natural ;  and  has  also  undergone  a  very  marked  change 
of  shape,  the  shaft  of  the  tibia  having  a  strong  anterior  convexity.  The 
fibula  is  involved  in  the  hypertrophy  as  well  as  in  the  curvature.  The 
inner  condyle  of  the  femur  is  laiger  or  more  prominent  than  natural. 
The  diseased  action  has  extended  to  the  humerus  of  the  same  side,  the 
shaft  of  which  is  thickened  and  curved,  with  an  outward  convexity. 
The  patient's  general  health  is  good. 

The  disorder  in  this  instance  is  headed  in  the  case  book,  ^scrofulous 
disease  of  the  bones."  It  was,  or  rather  had  originally  been,  one  of  chro- 
nic inflammation,  with  softening.  The  curvatures  were  the  result  of  over- 
action  of  the  flexor  muscles,  while  the  bones  were  in  this  softened  condi- 
tion. The  inflammatory  affection,  however,  subsiding,  the  bones  had 
again  become  finn.  They  were  probably,  at  the  time  of  his  admisaton, 
even  more  compact  and  solid  than  in  their  primitive  healthy  condition. 

The  softening  of  the  bones  from  inflammation,  and  their  tendency 
again  to  acquire  their  original  hardness  and  firmness,  is  a  subject  worthy 
of  the  most  careful  study  of  the  sni^eon.  I  have  known  limbs  to  be 
excised  that  might  have  been  saved,  had  not  the  surgeon  mistaken  the 
inflammatory  softening  for  caries.  I  remember  in  one  striking  instance  to 
have  protested  against  the  amputation  of  a  foot,  through  the  bones  of 
which  the  gentleman  in  attendance  could  force  his  probe  as  easily  as 
through  a  lump  of  cheese ;  from  which  circumstance  both  he  and  others  had 
been  led  to  suppose  the  disease  incurable.    Yet  by  allowing  the  inflam- 
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matory  proeess  time  to  tubeide,  these  boses  again  resumed  their  |»imitive 
finnDesSy  and  the  patient  finally  recovered,  retaining  the  nse  of  his 
foot.  The  power  of  regaining  their  healthy  firmneas  after  inflammatory 
softening,  is  not  confined  to  the  periods  of  youth  or  childhood,  nor  do 
the  bones  in  such  cases  merely  regain  the  original  strength.  The  depo- 
sitions of  ossific  matter  in  many  cases  continues  until  the  whole  of  the 
tissue  that  had  once  been  softened  by  inflammation,  is  rendered  as  firm  and 
compact  as  ivory.  And  where  the  shaft  of  the  long  bones  is  thus 
affected,  the  medullary  cavity  is  usually  obliterated,  and  the  whole  width 
of  the  bony  column  thickened  and  hjrpertrophied. 

Curvatures,  especially  in  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia,  are  occasionally 
the  result  of  surgical  treatment,  and  brought  about  by  attempts  to  over- 
come inflammatory  contraction,  rigidity,  deformity,  or  anchylosis  of  the 
knee.  The  inflammation  in  most  cases  extending  from  the  articular 
surbces  to  the  head  of  the  tibia,  or  perhaps  to  some  distance  down 
its  shaft,  renders  the  bone  somewhat  soft ;  or  even  where  its  texture 
is  yet  healthy,  the  amount  of  mechanical  pressure  upon  it  may,  in  time, 
be  sufficient  to  give  it  an  angular  twist  The  deformity,  under  these 
drcumstances,  takes  place  at  the  point  of  junction  between  the  head  and 
shaft.  The  head  of  the  bone  still  preserves  its  previously  acquired  relation 
to  the  articular  surface  of  the  femur ;  but  the  upper  portion  of  the  shaft 
yields  more  readily  than  the  ligaments,  or  other  tissues  which  enter  into 
the  structure  of  the  joint  The  deformity  of  the  knee  in  such  cases,  is 
usually  very  great  The  head  of  the  tibia  by  slow  degrees  receding  back- 
wards, rests  upon  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  so  as 
to  give  the  part  the  appearance  of  a  posterior  luxation,  as  in  the  following 
instance. 

Cabb  25.  On  the  lYth  of  March,  1849, 1  attended  a  consultation 
in  the  case  of  a  young  woman,  with  necrosis  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
shaft  of  the  femur,  with  contraction  of  the  knee,  and  anterior  flexion  of 
the  tibia,  just  below  the  joint.  This  latter  deformity  had  probably 
resulted  from  previous  attempts  at  straightening ;  and  the  patient,  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  still  enjoyed  the  use  of  her  foot  in  walking.  But  the  de- 
formity at  the  knee,  from  the  postericMr  recession  of  the  head  of  the  tibia, 
the  wasting  of  the  patella,  and  the  superficial  exposure  of  nearly  the  whole 
contour  of  both  articular  surfaces  of  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  was  such 
as  to  simulate  a  recent  luxation  of  the  tibia  backwards.  The  gentlemen 
in  attendance  had,  indeed,  on  first  inspection,  supposed  this  to  have  been 
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the  fBtcX\  fuid  the  o(»8vltAtio]i  bad  been  called  vith  the  view  of  attempt- 
iDg  the  lednction. 

The  fifth  or  last  group  of  which  we  have  to  speak,  applies  more  par- 
ticularlj  to  the  ribs,  sternum,  aod  bones  of  the  vertebral  column,  in  which 
deformities  frequently  result — 

From  primary  disease  within  the  thorax. 

Deformities  of  this  sort  are  coBfiaed  to  no  parCicalar  period  of  life,  btii 
they  more  frequently  originate  in  youth  or  childhood,  while  the  frame  is 
yet  in  process  of  development.  Among  the  more  common  causes  of  de- 
formities of  this  sort,  are  organic  diseases  <^  the  heart,  adhesiye  pericar- 
ditis, chronic  pleurisy,  collapse  of  the  lung,  and  distension  of  the  oarity 
of  the  chest  by  serous  or  purulent  effusion.  Cases  of  lateral  cunrature  of 
the  spine, — of  bosselated  sternum, — of  flattened,  contracted,  or  projecting 
ribs, — ^and  of  general  loss  of  symmetry  throughout  the  whole  contour  of 
the  chest,  are  too  common  among  children  and  young  perscHis  to  require 
further  illustration.  In  these,  as  in  the  cases  included  among  the  third 
group,  the  bones  themselves  are  not  primarily  at  fimlt^  but  are  forced  out 
of  shape,  and  made  to  expand  irregularly,  independent  of  inflammatory  or 
other  morbid  action  of  their  own.  And  yet,  deformities  thus  resulting, 
are  occasionally  pronounced  to  be  of  strumous  origin ;  and  the  children 
upon  whom  they  occur,  are  but  too  often  subjected  to  restnunt,  or  to  the 
use  of  cumbersome  machinery  for  their  relief.  It  was  only  the  other  day, 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  rescuing  a  delicate  and  sensitive  little  girl  from 
such  infliction. 

Case  26.  This  patient  was  of  a  rheumatic  family,  and  had,  though 
but  little  over  ten  years  old,  suffered  for  several  years  from  organic  disease 
of  the  heart ;  with  which  affection  one  of  her  sisters  had  already  died. 
The  disease  had  given  rise  to  a  slight  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  a 
curved  and  projecting  sternum,  irregularity  in  the  shape  of  the  ribs,  and 
loss  of  symmetry  between  the  opposite  sides  of  the  chest.  By  much  and 
assiduous  care,  her  general  health  had  been  kept  moderately  firm ;  but 
the  disease  of  the  heart  had  not  yet  yielded,  or  been  so  far  overcome  as 
to  allow  her  to  resort  to  vigorous  exercise,  without  excidog  great  palpita- 
tion and  much  embarrassment  in  breathing.  The  parents,  however, 
anxious  to  relieve  her  from  the  growing  deformity  of  the  chest,  had 
recently  consulted  one  of  our  new  aspirants  after  fame  and  fortune  as  an 
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orthopedist;  and,  but  for  my  advioe,  would  hare  subjected  her  to  the 
tender  mercy  of  straps  and  braces,  bj  means  of  which  he  had  led  them  to 
believe  the  deformity  could  be  wholly  overcome. 

Hoping,  on  some  future  occasion,  to  resume  the  subject  of  the  prasent 
paper,  I  remain,  with  becoming  respect, 

Yours,  &c., 

JNO.  WATSON. 
New  Tork^  February  2l$i,  1854. 


On  the  Application  of  Galvanism  for  the  Cure  of  Constipation. 

A  TORPID  or  inactive  condition  of  the  bowels  has  become  of  such 
common  occurrence  among  the  female  portion  of  the  higher  classes  of 
society,  that  by  many  it  is  considered  as  an  inevitable  result  of  the  habits 
of  the  people,  especially  as  regards  diet  and  exercise ;  and  either  to  be 
borne  with  patienoe,  or  relieved  for  a  little  time  by  the  use  of  coarse  and 
irritating  articles  of  diet.  That  it  is  a  grave  and  troublesome  derange- 
ment of  the  system,  and  one  which  leads  to  many  diseases,  and  is  difficult 
of  cure,  is  admitted  by  all.  When  uncomplicated  with  other  diseases,  it 
is  productive  of  sufficient  trouble  to  demand  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  physician ;  but  when  complicated,  as  it  not  unfrequently  is,  with 
derangement  of  the  uterus,— especially  with  an  ulceration  of  the  cervix  or 
08,  with  displacement,  or  with  a  neuralgic  condition  of  the  organ, — ^the 
constipation  of  the  bowels  is  the  source  of  intense  suffering  and  great 
danger  to  the  patient,  from  its  tendency  to  aggravate  and  perpetuate 
those  diseases.  Constipation  has,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  been  an 
exciting  cause  of  the  most  grave  derangements  of  the  reproductive  organs, 
and,  in  many  instances,  of  repeated  abortions.  That  there  is  an  intimate 
relation  between  constij^ation  and  disease  of  the  pelvic  organs,  would  be 
inferred  from  the  local  connections  of  the  rectum  with  the  other  organs  of 
the  pelvis,  as  well  as  from  the  fact  that  females  are  so  much  more 
frequently  sufferers  from  torpidity  of  the  alimentary  canal,  than  malek ; 
but  observation  has  taught  every  physician  the  fact,  and  consequenUy  it 
demands  no  proof. 

At  one  time,  during  the  period  when  the  land  was  inundated  with  a 
deluge  of  purgative  pills,  people  hoped  to  relieve  themselves  of  their 
troubles  by  the  use  of  powerful  drastic  cathartics ;  but  experience  has 
taught  them  the  futility  of  their  expectations.  Next,  injections  have  been 
resorted  to,  to  a  considerable  extent,  both  by  the  profession  and  the 
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people ;  and  many  have  found  relief  but  many  more  have  not ;  and  from 
this  constant  stimulation  and  irritation,  the  evil  has  continued  on  the 
increase. 

In  simple,  uncomplicated  torpor  of  the  rectum,  much  benefit,  and  in 
many  cases  perfect  relief,  can  be  obtained  by  a  judicious  use  of  lavements ; 
but  when  the  uterus,  either  primarily  or  secondarily,  has  also  become 
diseased,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  we  must  adapt  our  treatment  so  as  to 
restore  all  the  organs  affected.  That  ffalvanism,  when  properly  applied, 
will  accomplish  more  than  any  other  known  agent  in  producing  the 
deured  results,  and  that  it  can  safely  be  used  as  an  adjunct  to  any  other 
treatment,  it  is  thought  will  admit  of  the  most  incontestible  proof.  That 
it  will  relieve  the  paralysis  of  the  bowels,  which  may  be  either  the  cause 
or  the  result  of  the  constipation,  was  demonstrated  by  MM.  JSmery, 
Cloquet,  and  Dubois^  in  their  report  to  the  French  Academy,  in  May, 
1826,  and  published  in  the  Bevue  Mid.^  July,  1826.  Their  experiments 
were  repeated  and  verified  by  M.  Magendie,  and  by  Aldini,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  London  Med.  Gazette  for  May,  1847.  Achard,  of  Berlin, 
also  obtuned  similar  satisfiictory  results  on  his  own  person ;  and  many 
others  have  recorded  the  fact  that,  with  the  galvanic  current,  they  have 
succeeded  in  removing  the  torpor,  inducing  the  natural  peristaltic  action 
of  the  bowels,  and  a  free  secretion  of  mucus. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Obstetrical  Society,  in  Jan.,  1845,  Mr. 
Clark,  while  speaking  of  the  value  of  galvanism  in  uterine  hemorrhage, 
said  he  had  produced  a  return  of  the  vermicular  action  of  the  intestines, 
and  a  fcecal  evacuation  after  the  system  had  been  rendered  torpid  by 
asphyxia. 

Dr.  W.  Gumming,  Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  Obstetrical  Society, 
reported  cases  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  Dec.  9, 1 849,  in  which  he  was  led 
to  use  galvanism  after  the  failure  of  other  remedies.  He  says,  "  The 
results  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  this  disease,  warrant  me,  I 
tliink,  in  affirming  that  it  is  competent  of  itself  to  the  cure  of  almost 
every  case."  "In  the  first  place,  it  acts  as  an  aperient,  seemingly  by  its 
action  on  the  muscular  coat,  as  well  as  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bowels.  In  every  ease  in  which  I  have  used  it,  this  has  been  the  effect; 
and  if  it  had  no  other  advantage  than  that,  the  advantage  would  be  pro- 
digious ;  for,  as  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  the  disease  has  been  traced 
to  the  use  or  abuse  of  laxative  medicines  as  a  cause,  and  as,  during  the 
treatment,  the  mildest  aperients  irritate  the  membrane,  and  so  far  aggra- 
vate (temporarily)  the  disease,  the  evacuation  of  the  bowels  by  any  means 
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that  do  not  irritate,  is  obyioualy  of  great  o(»8eqaeQoe.  But  eleetio- 
galvanism  does  more  than  this ;  for,  tecondly^  it  induces  such  a  atata  of 
the  bowels  as  to  prevent  the  formation  of  the  peculiar  secretion — that  is, 
it  restores  it  to  a  more  healthy  condition." 

Again,  Dr.  Cnnmiing  says,  ^  It  is  perhaps  a  bold  assertaon,  that  few 
cases  of  constipation  will  resist  the  application  of  electro-galvanism ;  but 
the  number  of  cases  of  various  kinds  in  which  I  have  used  it  with  sueoessi 
leads  me  to  infer  that  in  oi/,  except  those  arising  from  organic  or 
mechanical  causes,  this  agen(  will  not  only  act  as  an  aperient,  but  give 
such  tone  to  the  muscular  and  mucous  tunioB,  as  in  time  will  lead  to  the 
natural  dischaige  of  the  functions." 

The  opinions  of  eminent  physicians,  expressed  in  equally  iavarabls 
terms  with  the  above,  might  be  quoted  so  as  to  fill  several  pages;  but  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  to  multiply  testimony. 

As  constipation  is  frequently  confined  to  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  other  portions  be  placed  under  the  influence  of  the 
galvanic  current,  and  thus  stimulating  organs  that  require  no  increase  in 
their  action ;  while,  by  confining  our  application  to  the  region  of  the 
disease,  the  long  train  of  unpleasant  attendants  upon  constipation,  as  foetid 
breath,  sick  headache,  loss  of  appetite,  nausea,  heart-bum,  indigestion, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  dryness  and  discoloration  of  the  skin,  and  the 
other  numerous  difficulties  which  result  from  an  impure  condition  of  the 
system,  will  be  found  to  vanish  soon  after  the  natural  mode  of  removing 
those  impurities,  is  fully  reestablished. 

Those  other  and  grave  diseases  also,  as  leucorrhoea,  dysmenorrbcea, 
and  amenorrhoea,  as  well  as  prolapsus,  and  other  dislocations  of  the 
uterus,  and  all  their  evil  satellites,  when  induced  and  kept  up»  as  they 
frequenUy  are,  by  the  constipated  condition  of  the  rectum^  will  be  found 
to  be  relieved  by  the  same  means  that  are  adopted  to  remove  the  cause 
of  them. 

A  thorough  and  careful  trial  of  that  form  of  galvanic  apparatus  known 
as  ^  Seymour's  Galvanic  Supporter,"  for  the  past  year,  both  in  public 
hospitals  and  in  private  practice,  leads  me  to  recommend  a  trial  of  it  ia 
all  cases  of  constipation,  with  the  anticipation  that  all  the  good  results 
that  can  be  obtained  from  any  galvanic  arrangement,  in  the  diseases  of  the 
pelvis,  can  be  obtained  from  this ;  while  it  can  be  used  without  trouble  to 
the  physician,  or  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  Many  cases  of  cure  under 
the  chaige  of  our  best  physicians  could  be  narrated,  but  they  are  lefl  for 
those  to  report  who  feel  it  their  duty  so  to  do.  C.  H.  C 

HarrUhurgh^  Pa,,  Feb.,  1854. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL.— (Firet  Surgical  Division.) 

Sbrviob  of  Charles  D.  Smith,  M.  D. 

Reported  by  Franklin  Eyarts,  M.  D.,  House  Surgeon. 

Case  L  Fracture  offihula  and  rupture  of  internal  lateral  ligament. 

Patrick  McCabe,  agM  30,  a  native  of  Ireland,  painter,  was  admitted 
into  the  Hospital,  Octo^r  14th,  1853.  On  the  day  previous,  he  had  fallen 
from  a  building  a  distance  of  fourteen  feet»  producing  a  fracture  of  the 
fibula,  three  inches  below  its  superior  extremity,  and  rupture  of  the  inter* 
nal  lateral  ligament  Crepitus  was  distinctly  heard  at  the  site  of  the 
fracture,  and  the  leg  could  be  carried  outwards  nearly  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  thigh.  Severe  inflammation  of  the  joint  ensued.  The  limb 
was  placed  upon  a  double-inclined  plane,  and  treated  antiphlogistically 
unto  the  inflammation  was  subdued.  It  was  then  put  in  a  straight  posir 
tion,  and  retained  by  a  splint  extending  from  the  groin  to  the  foot»  on  the 
inside  of  the  limb.  A  wedge-shaped  pad  was  used  above  the  knee.  He 
recovered,  with  very  slight  deformity.  Seven  weeks  after  his  admission, 
he  was  discharged,  able  to  walk  as  well  as  ever,  though  the  joint  seemed 
less  strong  than  before  the  accident 

Gabb  IL — Oampaund  fracture  of  tibia, 

Charles  Farr,  aged  60,  a  native  of  England,  gardener  by  occupation, 
was  adnaitted  into  Bellevue  Hospital,  October  6th,  1853,  is  of  good  con- 
stitution, and  has  been  almost  always  healthy.  Ten  days  previous  to 
admission,  he  fell  from  a  loft,  and  fractured  the  tibia  of  his  left  leg ;  was 
treated  outside  during  this  time.  His  general  health  has  become  much 
impaired  since  the  accident  occurred.  The  whole  leg  was  found  to  be 
much  inflamed  and  swollen.  The  upper  fragment  of  the  tibia  protruded 
about  two  and  a  half  inches  through  a  large  ulcerated  opening  of  the 
integument,  which  was  discharging  profusely.  The  parts  were  so  swol- 
len, and  the  muscles  had  so  much  contracted,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
draw  down  the  lower  fragment  enough  to  reduce  the  protruding  bone.  Dr. 
Smith  removed  a  portion  of  it  (about  two  and  one-half  inches  in  length), 
and  brought  the  two  extremities  in  co-aptation.  The  limb  was  then 
placed  upon  an  inclined  plane,  which  was  so  arranged  as  to  enable  trac- 
tion to  be  made  upon  the  lower  fragment  while  the  upper  remained 
stationary.  The  inflammation  was  soon  subdued,  but  the  wound  commu- 
nicating with  the  fracture  remained  unhealed  for  nearly  two  months, 
during  which  time  there  was  no  union  of  the  bone.  Tonics,  stimulants, 
extra  diet,  and  every  means  have  been  used  to  sustain  and  improve  the 
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general  cooditioa  of  the  patient  It  is  now  three  months  since  the  acci- 
dent occurred ;  the  bone  has  united,  having  but  little  deformity,  and  not 
more  than  1}  inches  of  shortening. 

Case  III.  — Fracture  of  femur  and  humerus. 

Jennet  Virtue,  a  young  girl  of  9  years  of  age,  entered  the  Hospital, 
November  24th,  1853,  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

While  in  the  yard  attached  to  her  dwelling,  a  heavy  door  fell  upon 
her,  Producing  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  left  £mur,  and  separation  of 
the  epiphysis  of  the  humerus  of  same  side.  The  patient  was  in  such 
extreme  pain,  and  the  swelling  of  the  parts  so  great,  that  it  was  difficult 
at  first  to  decide  the  exact  nature  of  the  accident ;  espedally  that  of  the 
arm.  Dr.  Smith  employed  chloroform  with  instant  effect :  this  enabled 
him  to  detect  the  situation  of  the  crepitus,  and  determine  the  character 
of  the  fracture. 

The  fractured  femur  was  treated  with  Liston's  long  splint,  with  the 
addition  of  splints  applied  on  the  internal,  posterior,  and  anterior  sides  of 
the  thigh.  The  separation  at  the  elbow  joint  was  first  treated  in  the 
flexed  position,  and  gradually  extended,  as  union  took  place,  keeping  up 
passive  motion  from  time  to  time. 

The  result  was  perfect  in  both  fractures. 

Case  IV. — PaUomng  by  aconite, 

Catharine  B.,  a  strong,  healthy  girl,  17  years  of  age,  took  through 
mistake,  at  12^  P.  M.,  on  the  5th  of  January,  of  the  (Fleming's)  tinct^ 
of  the  root  of  aconite,  and  of  the  tincture  of  capsicum,  each  two  drachms. 
The  result  was  almost  instant  prostration.  Five  minutes  after  the  acci- 
dent I  saw  her,  when  she  complained  of  an  intense  burning  pain  in  the 
mouth,  throat,  and  stomach,  with  nausea ;  had  vomited  none ;  a  peculiar 
^  numb  tingling  "  sensation  was  felt  in  the  extremities  and  over  different 
parts  of  the  body,  but  more  particularly  about  the  face,  throat,  and  fauces, 
says  she  feels  faint,  and  is  constantly  sighing.  Breathing  quick  and 
siffhing ;  pulse  small,  intermitting  and  slow ;  skin  moist ;  extremities 
cold ;  pupils  considerably  dilated.  She  was  at  once  freely  vomited  with 
sulphate  of  zinc,  large  draughts  of  warm  water  being  given  before  each 
emetic.  This  seemed  to  relieve  her  some,  but  not  entirely.  A  strong 
infusion  of  tea  was  now  given,  but  with  little  satisfaction.  The  pulse 
grew  weaker  and  slower;  skin  moist  and  extremities  cold;  pupils  still 
dilated ;  breathing  quick ;  constantiy  sighing.  The  ^'  tingling  "  is  still 
felt,  and  there  is  some  spasm  of  the  lower  jaw  and  fauces,  with  restless- 
ness, faintness,  and  constant  tossing.  At  1^  o'clock  she  had  a  severe  con- 
vulsion, which  lasted  but  a  few  minutes.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  and 
brandy  wer^  freely  given,  and  warm  fomentations  were  applied  to  the 
extremities  and  the  stomach.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  about 
three  hours  very  energetically,  when  she  began  to  rally,  but  did  not  fully 
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recover  until  10  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  next  day  she  seemed  quite 
well,  and  at  no  time  since  has  she  complained  of  any  thing  that  might  be 
attributed  to  her  taking  the  aconite. 

Cask  V. — Case  of  spontaneous  gangrene  of  the  leg  in  a  young  girl. 

Mary  Ann  Loder,  aged  18,  native  of  New  York,  entered  the  Hospital 
Oct  21,  1853,  in  condition  as  follows  : — Face  pale,  with  anxious  expres- 
aon ;  skin  moist  and  cool,  tongue  brown  and  coated,  pulse  small  and  fre- 
quent, general  appearance  anaemic,  but  not  emaciated ;  right  leg  and  foot 
numb,  cold,  moist  and  discolored — a  dark  purplish  hue  gradually  shading 
to  the  natural  color — and  extremely  painful.  The  patient  states  that  she 
has  always  lived  in  New  York,  and  has  been  healthy  until  three  years 
since,  when  she  had  an  attack  of  ship  fever,  of  which  she  was  sick  eight 
weeks.  Since  April  last,  she  lived  in  Cherry  street,  on  the  first  floor.  Her 
room  was  damp,  and  insufficiently  warmed.  The  cellar  was  always  damp, 
and  party  filled  with  water  at  every  rain  ;  has  lived  poorly,  her  diet  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  bread  and  water,  tea  and  cofiee.  On  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember last,  she  was  seized  with  a  chill,  followed  by  fever  of  a  typhoid 
and  remittent  type,  which  continued  two  weeks,  at  which  time  she  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  a  sensation  of  numbness  in  the  right  foot  and  leg,  followed 
hj  pain  extremely  severe.  Soon  after,  the  foot  and  leg  became  cold  and 
discolored,  but  less  painful,  and  continued  in  this  state  up  to  the  time  she 
entered  the  Hospital.  Since  then,  the  disease  has  gradually  progressed 
towards  sphacelation.  The  line  of  demarkation,  just  below  the  knee, 
formed  on  the  28th  day  of  the  disease  (two  weeks  after  she  entered  the 
Hospital),  and  sloughing  of  the  tissues  immediately  followed,  reaching 
the  bone  in  the  course  of  a  week. 

Treatment — Warm  fomentations  were  continually  applied  to  the 
limb;  and  quinine,  morphine,  brandy,  and  a  good  diet,  were  pre- 
scribed and  administered.  During  this  period  her  skin  was  cool,  and 
covered  with  a  clammy  secretion ;  tongue  coated,  brown  and  dry ;  teeth 
and  lips  covered  with  sordes ;  pulse  varying  from  140  to  150  per  minute, 
and  feeble ;  sensibilities  impaired  ;  sleep  troubled.  During  the  second 
week  these  symptoms  somewhat  abated.  The  tongue  became  moist,  the 
teeth  and  lips  clean,  puUe  120  to  130  per  minute.  Stimulants  and  tonics 
•were  now  given  freely,  and  mur.  tinct  of  iron  prescribed.  Diet  the 
same. 

Nov.  4th.  The  line  of  demarkation  is  now  perfectly  formed,  and  all 
her  symptoms  are  better.  A  consultation  was  held,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  limb  had  better  be  removed. 

Dr.  Smith  performed  the  circular  operation  of  the  thigh  at  its  lower 
third.  There  was  no  bleeding  of  any  consequence.  On  the  5th  day 
after  the  operation,' gangrene  attacked  the  stump,  extending  up  the  limb 
only  two  or  three  inches,  and  in  a  few  days  sphacelation  took  place,  and 
it  sloughed  away,  leaving  the  parts  comparatively  healthy  underneath. 
On  the  16th  day,  gangrene  again  attacked  the  stumps,  extending  up  the 
17 
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eiteniil  end  posterior  part  of  the  thigh  and  hip^  as  high  ss  the  emt  of 
ilium.  Slonghiog  foUowed.  The  pfttient  gndoidlj  swk,  aad  died,  Dea 
10th,  ^0  days  after  her  attack. 

Pastmartem — 16  hoars  after  death.  The  hody  exsaDguine,  thickly 
covered  with  adipose  tissue.  The  lungs,  stomach,  liver,  kidneys,  bladder, 
and  uterus,  were  of  normal  size,  and  healthy.  The  heart  was  smaller 
than  naturaL  On  examining  the  aorta,  no  disease  was  found  till  near  its 
bifurcation,  where  patches  of  atheromatous  material  were  observed.  The 
right  external  iliac  and  femoral  arteries  were  blocked  up  by  a  fibrinous 
dot^  for  about  two  inches,  which  was  adherent  to  the  internal  coat ;  and 
ext^nally  the  femoral  artery  and  vein  were  adherent  about  the  same  dis- 
tance. The  femoral  was  not  obliterated  below  this  point  to  the  end  of 
the  stump,  but  was  exceedingly  small,  and  its  internal  coat  shriveled  (at 
the  time  of  the  operation  no  artery  was  found  in -the  part  removed).  The 
artery  of  the  left  side  was  not  diseased ;  but  phlebitis  of  the  femoral  vein 
was  discovered,  extending  for  about  an  inch  and  a  hal^  and  pus  was 
found  mingled  with  the  coagula. 

Casb  WL'^SynoviUs  of  knee  joint — amputatUm. 

Rose  Donahoe,  set  26,  native  of  Ireland,  cook,  was  admitted  into  the 
Hosmtal,  Oct  18th,  1862. 

jSittofy. — No  hereditary  predisposition  to  disease  traceable.  Has 
always  been  healthy  up  to  June  1848,  at  which  time  she  was  taken  at 
night  with  a  severe  pain  in  right  knee.  Does  not  remember  of  ever 
having  sprained  or  hurt  the  knee  in  any  way.  The  joint  soon  beoame 
swollen,  and  was  always  more  or  less  painful.  She  continued  to  walk 
about  and  attend  to  her  work  up  to  Sept.  1861,  but  all  this  time  waa 
quite  lame.  From  Sept  1861,  to  the  time  she  entered  the  Hospital,  was 
confined,  the  most  of  the  time,  to  her  bed.  Suppuration  took  place,  and 
several  openings  found  about  the  joint,  which  constantly  discharged  pua 
of  an  unhealthv  character.  At  the  time  of  her  admission,  the  joint  waa 
swollen,  painful,  (drawn  up)  and  partially  anchylosed.  Several  fistulooa 
openings,  about  the  joint,  communicated  with  diseased  bone.  Her  gene^ 
ral  heidth  was  much  impaired. 

Treatment. — ^Tonics,  alteratives,  and  nutritions  diet  were  administered. 
Various  local  applications  were  tried,  iodine  and  other  stimulants  were 
injected  into  the  ^  fistulous  openings,"  but  without  any  appreciable  bene- 
fit Every  attempt  to  straighten  the  limb  was  thwarted  by  the  infUttn* 
mation  and  constitutional  irritation  to  which  it  invariably  gave  rise. 
In  n>ite  of  treatment,  it  went  on  from  bad  to  wone.  As  her  health 
fidled,  the  joint  became  more  and  more  painful,  and  the  diseharg«a 
increased.  Through  several  openings,  dead  bone  could  be  distinctlv  felt 
The  1st  of  Nov.  '63,  she  had  become  much  pasted  in  flesh,  had  heotie 
and  night  sweats,  and  was  getting  worM  from  day  to  day.  Upon  oon* 
sultation,  it  was  decided  to  lutve  the  limb  removed.  On  the  6th  of  Not.^ 
Dr.  Smith  performed  amputation  of  the  thigh.  In  making  a  diasectio& 
oi  the  joint,  the  head  of  the  tiUa  and  ocmdyle,  of  the  femur  were  found 
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diseased ;  and  the  articular  cartilages  and  i  jnovial  membrane  were  either 
changed  in  character  or  destroyed.  No  nnpleasant  symptoms  followed 
the  operation.  About  two-thirds  of  the  flap  healed  by  the  first  inten- 
tion, and  the  remainder  by  the  second.  Two  weeks  from  the  time  of  the 
operation,  it  was  entirely  healed.  Her  health  improved  rapidly  :  she  has 
become  fleshy,  and  now  feels  quite  well. 

Cask  VII. — ^Synovitis  of  knee  joint. 

Owen  Riley,  set  22,  native  of  I  reland,  laborer,  wasadmitted  into  the 
Hospital,  April  20th,  1853. 

Hietory. — ^Has  always  been  healthy  up  to  March  1852,  at  which  time 
he  had  a  fever,  of  which  he  lay  sick  three  months.  About  the  first  of 
June,  '52,  while  yet  convalescent,  he  was  attacked  with  pain  in  his  right 
hip.  The  pain  was  very  severe,  and  lasted  about  four  months,  and  kepi 
him  confined  to  his  bed.  Two  months  after  this  time,  he  began  to  labor. 
His  work  obliged  him  to  be  in  water  much  of  the  time,  as  high  as  his 
knees.  Near  tiie  last  of  Feb.  '53,  he  was  suddenly  attacked,  at  ni^ht, 
with  pain  in  his  right  knee.  Does  not  remember  of  ever  having 
imured  it  Various  ^ans  of  treatment  were  tried  before  he  came  to  the 
Hospital,  but  without  relief.  At  the  time  of  his  admission,  the  joint  was 
much  swollen,  inflamed,  and  very  painful.  Attempts  were  made  to  sub- 
due the  inflammation,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  there  was  pus  in  the 
cavity  of  the  joint.  Free  incisions  were  made,  and  the  matter  allowed  to 
discharge.  For  a  time  he  seemed  to  improve,  but  early  in  June  was 
attacked  with  dysentery,  which  soon  became  chronic,  and  continued  until 
October.  During  this  time  his  strength  became  prostrated,  and  hectic, 
tdght  sweats,  and  frequent  rigors  came  on.  The  limb  became  pale, 
much  swollen,  and  oedematous ;  the  joint  more  painful,  and  the  discharge 
of  an  unhealthy  character,  pale,  watery,  and  containing  flocculi.  Pus 
burrowed  in  every  part  of  the  joint,  and  in  a  short  time  it  was  entirely 
disorganized  and  could  be  moved  in  any  direction.  After  his  dysentery 
had  improved,  the  irritation  produced  by  the  diseased  joint,  tiie  bones  of 
which  were  now  carious,  was  so  much,  and  so  profuse  was  the  discharge, 
that  all  attempts  to  improve  his  general  condition  were  nearly  futile.  He 
had  become  a  mere  skeleton,  and  hectic,  sleeplessness,  and  night  sweats, 
were  constant  symptoms. 

Treatment — Stimulants,  tonics,  and  the  most  nutritious  diet  were 
freely  administered,  with  anodynes  to  procure  sleep  at  night.  Under  this 
treatment  he  so  far  rallied  that  it  was  thought  he  might  sustain  an  opera- 
tion. Accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  October,  Dr.  Smith  performed  ampu- 
tation of  the  thiffh  at  the  junction  of  the  lower  with  its  middle  third. 
The  bones  were  feund  much  diseased,  and  the  synovial  membranes  and 
articular  cartilages  destroyed. 

Not  one  untoward  symptom  followed  the  operation.  The  stump 
healed  by  the  second  intention ;  all  his  unpleasant  symptoms  gradually 
disappeared ;  hb  appetite  improved ;  he  gained  in  flesh  rapidly,  and  on 
the  9th  of  January  was  discharged,  looking  hale  and  healthy. 
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L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE- 
Extract  from  the  ^Minutes, 

Stated  meeting,  held  at  the  Universitj,  Feb.  1, 1854.  President,  Dr. 
Isaac  Wood,  in  the  Chair.  Fifty-eight  members  present  in  the  course  of 
the  evening. 

The  mmutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
Dr.  Wood  then  made  some  interesting  remarks  upon  the  occasion  of  his 
retirement  from  the  office  of  President  of  the  Academy,  and  welcomed  Dr. 
Joseph  M.  Smith  as  the  new  President — gave  him  the  right  hand  of  fel- 
lowship, and  introduced  him  to  the  Academy  as  their  presiding  officer  for 
1854.  Dr.  Smith  then  addressed  the  Academy,  thanlang  the  Fellows  for 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him ;  and,  in  some  very  appropriate  remarks, 
pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  the  Society  might  continue  to  be  use- 
ful, and  in  an  increasing  degree  exert  a  bene6cial  influence  upon  the  pro- 
fession, both  of  this  city  and  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  Academy  then  proceeded  to  the  usual  order  of  business. 
Committee  on  Admissions  reported,  and  recommended  for  Resident  Fel- 
lowship, Dr.  Geo.  Benedict,  1020  Broadway,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College 
Medical  School,  1851. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  for  Corresponding  Fellowship,  Dr. 
Paul  Dubois,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  Paris ;  and  Dr.  M.  G.  Andral, 
Paris. 

The  Academy  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Drs.  Benedict,  Dubois,  and 
Andral ;  and  they  were  unanimously  elected. 

Committee  on  Finance  reported  having  organized  by  the  election  of 
Dr.  Van  Pelt  as  Chairman,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Carter,  Secretary.  The  bill  of  B. 
Hyatt  was  presented  for  payment. 

The  Committee  also  reported  the  assessment  for  1854  at  $2. 
,  Committee  on  Publication  reported. 

The  officers  of  the  Academy  for  1854  constituted,  by  a  resolution,  a 
I  Committee  to  appoint  the  Standing  and  Scientific  Committees  of  iha 

I  Academy,  and  the  Delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Amer- 

i  ican  Medical  Association,  reported  as  follows,  viz. : 

Standing  Committees. — Committee  on  Admissions — Drs.  Beadle, 

Blakeman,  Ogden,  Vandervoort,  and  Schilling.     Committee  on  Medical 

Ethics — Drs.  I.  Wood,  Warren,  Anderson,  Batchelder,  and  Bliss.    Com- 

\  mittee  on  Finance — ^Drs.  Van  Pelt,  J.  G.  Adams,  J.  S.  Carter,  Jas.  O. 

Smith,  and  E.  Fields.    Committee  on  Publications — ^Drs.  Hubbard,  Bulk- 

!  ^ley,  J.  F.  Jenkins,  Purple,  and  Telkampf. 

\  Scientific  Committees. — Committee  on  Anatomy,  dke, — Drs.  Watts, 

Sayre,  Van  Buren,  Van  Roth,  and  Isaacs.    Committee  on  Surgery,  dtc, — 
Drs.  Buck,  V.  Mott,  Post,  Watson,  Stone,  Detmold,  J.  R.  Wood,  W. 
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Parker,  F.  C.  Stewart,  and  C.  D.  Smith.  Committee  on  Theory  and 
Practice^  <tc.— Dre.  G.  Carter,  Swett,  Bulkley,  R.  S.  Kissam,  Metcalfe, 
BoltoD,  CorsoD,  Gescheidt,  and  S.  C.  Foster.  Committee  on  Materia 
Medico,  <fcc.— Drs.  McCready,  J.  Foster,  Van  Pelt,  S.  Hall,  and  G.  W. 
Iye&  Committee  on  ObstetricSy  d:e, — Drs.  Francis,  T.  F.  Cock,  I.  £. 
Taylor,  Gardner,  Idnsly,  B.  F.  Barker,  and  £.  S.  Nichols.  Committee 
on  Chemietry^  dte. — Drs.  Henschell,  Macneven,  Garrish,  G.  A.  Peters, 
and  Stillman,  Committee  on  Public  Health,  dbc. — Drs.  Griscom,  James 
Stewart,  J.  M.  Minor,  Van  Eleek,  Drake,  Shanks,  Pliny  Earle,  A.  L. 
White,  and  Blakeman. 

Delegates  to  the  StaU  Medical  Society,  N.  F.— Drs.  Wm.  Rock- 
well, Ch'm,  Wm.  Blakeman,  E.  B.  Stimson,  J.  R.  Wood,  and  F.  C. 
Stewart 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association, — Drs.  J.  M.  Smith, 
Ch'm,  J.  H.  Griscom,  J.  T.  Tuttle,  J.  Watson,  Pliny  Earle,  S.  C.  Foster, 

A.  K  Gardner,  Ghas.  Henschell,  S.  A.  Purdy,  J.  F.  Jenkins,  R.  S.  Eissam, 
Jafi.  M.  Minor,  Wm.  Miner,  James  B.  Kelson,  Geo.  A.  Peters,  J.  C.  Bliss, 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  F.  C.  Stewart,  L.  A.  Sayre,  C.  D.  Smith,  John  Shanks, 
Mark  Stephenson,  J.  A.  Swett,  Telkampf,  J.  O.  Stone. 

The  following  resolution  passed  the  Committee  : 

jResolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  be  requested  to  ask 
of  the  Academy  to  grant  to  both  delegations  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  occur  in  their  respective  bcKlies. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Rockwell,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolu- 
tion recommended  by  the  Committee  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Instrumental  Department,  <tc,,  of  the  Crystal 
Palace,  reported ;  and,  on  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and 
the  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Buck,  by  permission,  exhibited  a  patient  whose  knee-joint  he  had 
excised  for  anchylosis,  with  deformity.  A  plaster  cast  of  the  limb  was 
shown,  which  represented  its  condition  before  the  operation.  The  leg 
was  flexed  at  an  an^le  of  about  195^  upon  the  thigh,  and  luxated  out- 
ward so  that  the  tibia  was  supported  on  the  outer  condyle  alone,  the  in- 
ner condyle  being  very  prominent  inward,  with  the  skin  tightly  stretched 
over  it.  The  leg  was  also  rotated  outward  on  its  axis,  and  abducted  upon 
the  thigh.    A  slight  degree  of  motion  was  still  perceptible  in  the  joint 

This  condition  of  things  was  the  result  of  a  gun-shot  wound,  pene- 
trating the  joint  above  the  patella.  The  accident  had  happened  about 
the  20th  April  preceding.  Severe  inflammation  and  profuse  suppuration 
followed,  and  openings  formed  at  different  points  above  and  below  the 
knee.  The  limo,  having  been  placed  on  its  outer  side,  supported  by  a 
pillow,  had  gradually  assumed  the  deformed  position  represented  by  the 
cast  On  ^e  9th  day  of  August,  one  month  after  admission  into  the 
New  York  Hospital,  the  following  operation  was  performed,  the  patient 
being  under  tbe  influence  of  ether.  A  transverse  incision  was  made  from 
one  condyle  to  the  other,  across  the  lower  margin  of  the  patella.  A  lon- 
gitudinal incision  intersected  the  middle  of  this,  and  extended  four  inches 
above  and  below  it    After  the  flaps  had  been  dissected  up,  the  joint  was 
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opened  into  by  an  incision  acrosB  the  ligamentnm  patelle,  at  the  inferior 
eoge  of  this  hone,  and  also  across  the  lateral  ligaments.  The  adherions 
of  the  articular  surfiu^es  were  broken  np  by  fn^  flexion,  very  g^oally 
applied.  A  slice  was  then  removed,  with  the  common  amputating  saw, 
from  the  inferior  surface  of  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  including  the 
pulley-like  surface  intervening  between.  Special  care  was  taken  to  make 
this  section  on  a  plane  parallel  with  the  surfaces  of  support  upon  whidi 
the  condyles  rest  when  the  body  is  erect  The  articular  surfiioe  of  the 
tibia  was  next  remoyed  on  a  level  with  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fibula, 
after  the  insertions  of  the  capsular  ligament  had  been  dissected  up  from 
the  posterior  half  of  the  drcumference  of  the  head  of  the  bone.  These 
broad  freshnsut  bony  surfaces,  which  were  veiy  vascular  and  healthy,  admit- 
ted of  accurate  coaptation  without  stretching  the  tendons  and  other  parte 
in  the  ham.  To  secure  them  in  close  contact  and  prevent  displacement,  a 
flexible  iron  wire  was  passed  through  both  bones  on  either  side^  and  the 
two  ends  twisted  and  lefl  out  between  the  flaps  of  the  ekni.  The  petdia 
being  disorganized  and  softened,  was  removed,  except  the  superior  mar- 
gin, which  affords  insertion  to  the  quadriceps  muscle.  The  flaps  of  in- 
tegument were  then  trimmed  and  brought  together  with  sutures  and  ad- 
hesive straps,  and  the  limb  placed  in  a  fracture  box.  The  constitutional 
feyer  following  the  operation  was  moderate,  and  disappeared  within 
a  fortnight  The  suppuration  never  exceeded  half  an  ounce  in  24  houn. 
At  the  expiration  of  five  and  a  half  weeks,  the  wires,  having  become 
loose  in  their  tracks,  were  remoyed.  No  exfoliation  of  bone  was  produced 
by  their  presence.  At  the  end  of  nine  weeks,  the  wound  had  entirely 
healed,  and  patient  could  raise  the  limb  bodily  froln  the  bed.  A  slight 
degree  of  motion  between  the  bones  is  perceptible  in  the  direction  of 
flexion  and  extension,  but  none  laterally.  At  the  expiration  of  about 
three  months,  patient  was  allowed  to  leave  his  bed  and  use  crutches.  He 
has  been  steadily  improving  up  to  the  present  time,  and  now  walks  with 
a  cane  only.  There  is  no  longer  any  mobility  between  the  bones.  The 
diffsrence  in  length  between  the  two  limbs  is  one  inch  and  a  half,  which 
permits  the  foot  to  clear  the  surface  of  the  ground  without  the  body 
being  thrown  to  the  opposite  side,  as  is  the  case  where  the  length  of  thte 
anchyloeed  limb  remains  the  same  as  that  of  its  fellow. 

l5r.  Dettnold  remarked — ^The  operation  speaks  for  itself^  it  is  one  of 
the  triumphs  of  modem  aurgery ;  but  it  is  an  operation  which  can  only 
be  performed  in  a  hospital.  In  private  practice  patients  will  not  submit 
to  BO  severe  an  operation,  and  a  consequent  protracted  confinement  and 
convalescence.  An  orthopedic  operation  is  the  one  which,  under  these 
circumstances,  is  preferable.  He  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  this 
case  before  the  operation,  and  he  must  say,  there  was  not  that  complete 
anchylosis  which  causes  entire  immobility ;  there  was  some  motion  of 
the  joint  Dr.  D.  has  relieved  such  cases  by  an  orthopedic  operation, 
with  padual  extension.  He  did  not  say  this  to  detract  in  the  least 
degree  from  the  merits  of  the  operation.  It  was  a  very  successful  ope^ 
ation,  and  does  great  credit  to  the  operator. 

Dr.  Buck  said,  that  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Detmold  were  very  seasonable; 
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bat  th«  distortioa  of  the  limb  in  the  pieient  case  waa  such,  that  there 
waft  not  much  proapect  of  i<elief  bj  the  operation  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Detmol4. 

Dr.  J)ei$nold  stated  that  for  this  particular  distortion,  he  has  invented 
an  instrument,  so  that  instead  of  the  thigh  and  leg  piece  being  joined  by 
a  hinge  joint,  there  i&  a  ball  and  socket  joint 

Dr.  F,  C.  Stewart  asked  leave  to  present  a  communication  to  the 
Academy.  Leave  being  granted,  he  read  the  final  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation in  this  city,  donating  to  the  Academy  the  remaining  funds  left  in 
their  hands,  amounting  to  $1,736,22. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Academv  accept  the  generous 
•donation  mentioned  in  the  communication  of  Dr.  Stewart. 

On  motion,  it  waa  also  resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
receive  the  money  above  mentioned. 

Dn  /.  Wood  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
seconded  :-— 

Befolvedy  Thattiie  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the 
Ttusteesi  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  invested  by  them 
aa  an  accumulating  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  site  and  erecting 
a  bnikUnff  jbr  the  use  of  the  Academy,  said  funds  to  be  invested  in 
bond  and  mortgage,  or  Government  or  New  York  State  stocks,  at  not 
kfls  than  7  per  cent,  interest ;— carried. 

Dr.  JVanctf  moved  that  the  communication  of  Dr.  Stewart  be  copied 
in  ibe  minutes  of  the  Academy ; — carried. 

Dr,  Warren  exhibited  to  the  Academy  an  improved  apparatua  6x 
fractures  of  the  leg. 

On  motion,  the  apparatus  of  Dr.  Warren,  and  also  the  report  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Committee,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Ci^rsan  offered  the  following  resolution  :— 

JRe9olved,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  exaoune 
the  medical  department  of  the  Astor  Library,  to  conf^  with  the  Libra- 
ijan  of  that  institution,  and  report  to  the  Academy ; — seconded  and 
-carried. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  committee ;  and 
the  following  were  appointed,  viz. : — ^Drs.  Franci^  Swett^  Corson,  Watson, 
Buck. 

An  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  J.  G.  Adams,  written  at  Paris,  was 
read,  and  order^  on  file,  and  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary 
directed  to  answer  it.    The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


n.    NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

JExtractifrom  the  Minutee,  by  Chablss  M,  Allin,  M.  D.,  Secr^;ary. 
President,  Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  in  the  Chair. 
Dr.  Buck  reported  a  case  of  strangulated  A«mta,  which  had  been 
reeendy  under  his  care  at  the  New  York  Hospital.* 

*  Reported  in  full  in  our  last  number,  under  the  head  of  Hospital  Reporta 
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Dr.  T.  2£.  HaUUd  related  the  following  case :  Oa  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber last,  a  married  woman,  20  yean  of  age,  applied  at  the  Eye  Infinnaiy, 
with  well-marked  iritis  of  both  eyes,  of  six  weeks'  standing.  She  had,  at 
the  same  time,  a  papular,  copper-colored  eruption  on  the  face,  body,  and 
limbs,  and  nocturnal  pains,  but  no  nodes.  She  was  confined  on  the  20th 
of  July.  Three  weeks  prior  to  her  confinement,  she  first  perceived  ulcere 
on  the  labia,  and  a  purulent  discharge  firom  the  vagina.  A  bubo  formed 
in  each  groin  and  suppurated  two  weeks  after  her  delivery,  and  the 
eruption  appeared  five  weeks  after  the  chancres  were  noticed.  There 
were  no  ulcerations  about  the  nipple,  and  she  had  not  been  subjected  to 
any  specific  treatment 

The  child  remained  perfectly  healthy  for  two  weeks,  when  an  erup- 
tion appeared  on  the  body  and  head.  Dr.  Halsted  saw  the  child  on  the 
14th  of  December,  when  it  was  tolerably  well  developed,  the  muscles 
somewhat  fiabby,  and  there  was  some  discharge  from  the  nose,  with  snuf- 
fling, and  slight  ulceration  of  the  mouth.  There  were  three  spots  of 
rupia,  two  on  the  scalp  near  the  vertex,  and  one  over  the  left  eyebrow. 
On  each  side  of  the  head,  near  the  fronto-parietal  sutures,  were  two  well- 
marked  periosteal  swellings,  one  about  the  size  of  a  five-cent  piece  on  the 
left  side,  which  had  existed  three  weeks;  the  other,  on  the  right  side, 
was  smaller,  and  had  appeared  within  two  weeks.  The  child  had  had  no 
other  venereal  symptoms,  neither  had  there  been  any  disease  of  the  gen- 
ital oigans.  The  father^  24  years  of  age,  had  a  chancre  six  weeks  before 
the  birth  of  the  child.  The  chancre  healed  in  three  weeks  under  the 
influence  of  mercury ;  he  was  salivated  about  ten  days,  and  remains  in 
perfect  health.  He  asserted  positively  that  he  never  had  syphilis  or  go- 
norrhoea before. 

Dr.  Post  reported  that  he  had  been  consulted,  several  months  since,  by 
an  Englishman  who,  at  the  age  of  15,  had  had  a  chancre,  of  which  he 
was  speedily  cured,  no  soreness  of  the  mouth  being  produced.  He  then 
remained  free  from  disease,  and  was  early  married.  His  first  child  died 
soon  aft^r  birth,  and  the  second,  a  year  or  two  aft^r  the  first,  was  still- 
bom,  though  apparently  healthy.  His  third  child  is  still  living.  Five 
years  ago,  he  had  ulcers  on  the  legs,  which  continued  for  some  time,  and, 
on  heaUng,  left  scars.  Three  years  ago,  twelve  years  after  the  primary 
disease,  he  was  attacked  with  ulceration  about  the  septum  of  the  nose, 
which  alternately  got  well  and  broke  out  again,  and  finally  extended 
backward  and  downward,  so  as  to  involve  a  large  portion  of  the  throat 
When  Dr.  Post  saw  him,  he  had  already  taken  mercurials  and  iodine. 
He  recommended  the  use  of  iod.  potassii,  in  very  large  doses.  It  was 
given  in  doses  of  25  grains,  three  times  a  day,  and  he  began  to  get  bet- 
ter. He,  however,  stopped  taking  the  medicine,  of  his  own  accord,  and 
again  the  disease  advanced.  The  remedy  wlEis  a  second  time  resumed, 
and  he  is  now  reported  well.  He  has  never  had  any  other  syphilitic 
symptoms,  and  neither  his  wife  or  children  have  exhibited  any  indicationa 
of  specific  disease. 

Dr.  Markoe  had  seen  a  similar  case  in  a  boy,  13  years  old.  He  had 
phagedenic  ulceration  of  the  throat  and  nose  for  18  months,  and  for  it 
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no  sypbilitic  anteeedent  whatever  could  be  traced.  He  had  also  heard  of 
anoUier  ease  like  this,  and  he  therefore  doubted  if  such  ulceration  is 
always  syphilitic.    He  suggested  that  it  might  be  scrofulous  in  its  origin. 

Dr.  Post  said  he  had  treated  a  case  of  two  months'  duration  in  a 
jousg  woman,  in  which  he  could  not  definitely  ascertain  a  syphilitic 
canse,  though  he  strongly  suspected  it. 

Br.  Van  Buren  thought  that  inasmuch  as  we  frequently  meet  with 
scrofulous  ozaana,  the  case  referred  to  by  Dr.  Markoe  might  hare  been 
one  of  that  sort 

Dr.  Post  said  the  age  of  Dr.  Markoe's  patient  would  not  positively 
prove  the  absence  of  chancre,  for  he  had  seen  a  chancre  upon  the  perns 
of  a  boy  but  12  years  old,  in  the  New  York  Hospital. 

Dr.  Watson  had  seen  a  boy  9  years  old,  with  ulceration  of  the  septum 
of  the  nose,  which,  in  an  adult,  would  have  aroused  suspicion.  His  father 
had  longhad  polypus  of  the  nose. 

Dr.  W.  had  also  recently  treated  a  young  married  man  with  the 
same  form  of  disease  of  the  septum  nasi,  which  eztendad  down  into  the 
mouth,  and  finally  involved  the  alveobir  processes ;  but  he  suspected  no 
syphilis  in  his  case. 

Dr.  BulkUy  had  seen  a  case  in  which  the  patient  had  been  free  from 
syphilitic  disease  fpr  twenty  years,  when  he  had  ulceration  within  the 
nose,  and  this  was  cured  by  anti-syphilitic  remedies. 

Dr.  Post  knew  of  a  case  in  which  the  specific  disease  remained 
latent  for  twelve  years.  The  patient  was  married  in  the  mean  time,  and 
his  children  were  healthy.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  he  had  phagedenic 
ulceratioiis. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  said  he  had  recently  treated  a  man  of  good  respect- 
ability, for  disease  of  the  testicle,  who  is  the  father  of  a  healthy  family, 
and  who,  though  he  had  had  primary  syphilis  before  marriage,  had  not 
suffered  from  secondary  symptoms,  and  ke  did  not  attribute  his  recent 
disease  to  a  specific  cause. 

Dr.  Swett  thought  the  respectability  of  a  patient  should  not  govern 
us  in  deciding  upon  the  existence  of  syphilis.  He  had  known  of  a  very 
respectable  man  who  contracted  syphilis  at  60  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Du  Bois  referred  to  a  similar  case,  which  had  come  under  the 
observation  of  both  himself  and  Dr.  Bulkley.  The  case  was  one  of 
iritis,  and  there  was  also  a  copper  colored  eruption  upon  the  body.  He 
had  already  lost  one  eye  by  iritis.  He  denied  to  Dr.  Du  Bois  that  he 
had  ever  had  syphilis,  though  he  confessed  it  to  Dr.  Bulkley.  He  was 
treated  with  anti-svphilitic  remedies,  and  recovered. 

Dr.  Du  Bois  also  knew  of  a  woman  who  had  persistent  ulceration  of 
the  throat,  but  had  several  children  who  were  all  healthy ;  and  he  sus- 
I>ected  no  syphilitic  antecedent. 

Dr.  Isaacs  said  he  had  recently,  in  the  dissecting  room,  met  with  a 
qpecimen  of  fracture  of  the  eoraeoid  process  of  the  scapula,  with  scarcely 
any  separation  of  the  fragments.  About  the  seat  of  fracture  he  found 
several  ligamentous  adhesions,  but  no  bony  re-union,  or  appearance  of  an 
attempt  at  union,  though  the  fracture  must  have  been  of  considerable 
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dumtktt.  He  mentioned  the  caae,  m  H  was  exoeedinsl j  rare  to  find  fne* 
ture  in  tliia  location.  In  the  same  subject,  he  found  that  a  portion  of  the 
hnmeriM  bad  been  eiaected  about  |  inch  above  the  elbow,  and  a  &]se  jomt 
had  formed,  haying  a  strong  capsular  ligament  and  an  impeifeet  STnovial 
membrane.  The  cicatrix  extended  partij  orontMf  the  arm.  The  lower 
end  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  humerus  was  smooth  andverj  smalL 
The  musculo-epiral  nenre  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  exsection  was  bul- 
bous, and  upon  the  ulnar  nerve  was  a  bulb  f  inch  in  length.  Dr.  isooct 
thought  the  irritation  of  the  nerve  by  the  fragments  of  bone  was  the 
cause  of  this  bulbous  condition,  and  he  believed  it  probable  that  the 
fracture  of  the  coracoid  process  and  the  injury  requiring  the  exsection, 
occurred  at  the  same  time. 

Dr.  Buck  thought  this  case  of  exsection  suggested  a  new  mode  of 
operating  in  cases  of  anchylosis  at  the  elbow,  with  the  view  of  establishing 
a  false  joint 

lif.  Poii  thought  it  singolar  that  there  should  have  been  no  evidence 
of  aiUmpt  at  reparation  in  the  fracture  of  the  coracmd  process. 

Dr.  iBoacM  said  such  cases  have  been  before  reported.  He  refened 
to  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  odontoid  process  of  the  second  cervical  ver- 
tebra, which  continued  for  six  months  before  producing  death.  The  post- 
mortem examination  showed  that  there  had  been  no  attempt  at  rap- 
aration. 

Dr.  Van  Buren  said  that  a  man  died  at  the  City  Hospital  laat  Sep- 
tember, having  an  imunited  fracture  of  the  femur,  in  which  there  had 
been  scarcely  any  attempt  at  re-union.  There  was  not  a  particle  of  new 
bony  matter. 


CnmBjinntot 


''GUamingi  Abroad,"*    By  an  Ex-Editor.    Na  d. 

Young  America  at  th$  IntUtuU  of  France^  and  at  the  Society  x^ 
Surgery,'-~Ou  the  28th  November,  Professor  Brainaid,  of  Chicago,  pre- 
sented to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  Institute  a  paper  ^^  On  the  I^^eat- 
ment  of  the  Bite  of  the  EatUemake^^  with  a  notice  of  some  symptoms  not 
before  observed.  This  treatment  is  founded  on  the  results  of  40  experi- 
ments upon  pigeons,  kittens,  and  dogs,  and  consists  in  the  infiltration  into 
the  tissues  WMre  the  bite  has  been  inflicted^  of  a  solution  of  5  grains  cf 
iodine,  with  15  grains  of  iodide  of  potassiumy  to  the  ounce  of  distilled 
VHiter,  and,  in  quantity,  of  from  half  a  drachm  to  one  and  a  ha^  drackms 
in  each  ease.  The  infiltration  is  effected  by  a  small  trocar,  to  the  cauula 
of  which  a  small  syringe  is  adapted.  A  cupping-glass  is  applied  over 
the  wound  of  the  bite  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  trocar,  being  paased 
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beneaCh  the  akin,  and  under  the  edge  of  the  enp,  the  Bolntion  is  thrown 
in  through /the  cannla.  The  cup  is  allowed  to  remain  for  about  fire 
mmtttes,  until  the  tissues  are  thoroughly  permeated  by  it  The  rewlt  of 
this  treatment  upon  bird9  was  that  more  than  one-half  were  saved ;  upon 
kittens  and  dogs,  that  all  were  restored.  It  is  well  known  that  birds  die 
almost  immediately  and  invariably,  without  treatment.  The  modus 
cperandi  seems  to  consist  in  preventing  the  tendency  to  discoloration  and 

Smgrene,  which  invariably  follows-  the  bite,  not  only  oyer  the  skin  of 
e  bitten  part,  but  over  the  member,  and  sometimes  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body,  the  result  of  the  decomposition  of  the  blood  and  tia- 
sues  by  this  septic,  or  putrefactive  poison.  Iodine  prevents  the  disinte- 
gration of  the  blood  globules,  and  the  discoloration  of  the  wound  or  sur- 
rounding parts,  preserving  them  of  a  bright  red  color ;  its  effect  upon  this 
(the  most  virulent  of  animal  poisons)  being  analogous  to  that  of  chlorine 
upon  hydrocyanic  acid  (the  most  virulent  of  vegetable  poisons),  yiz. :  to 
neutraliu  its  action.  It  effects  this  without  any  destruction  of  tissue  (as 
in  cauterization,  or  excision),  and  seems  to  be  carried  into  the  circulation 
along  with  the  poison,  and  then  neutralizing  it  Dr.  Brainard  proposes 
to  extend  the  use  of  this  treatment  to  dissection  wounds^  the  inoculation 
of  glanders,  murrain,  rabies,  syphilis,  and,  in  shorty  to  all  poisoned 
wounds  of  a  dangerous  character.  The  symptoms  not  before  obsertfsd 
were  certain  spasmodic  movements,  with  closure  of  the  larynx.  For 
these,  tracheotomy  was  resorted  to  in  birds,  but  without  preventing  a 
filial  issue. 

On  the  7th  December,  Dr.  Brainard  read  a  paper  before  the  Society 
of  Surgery,  ^On  the  Treatment  of  Spina  Bifida,  Chronic  hydrocepha- 
lus, (Edema,  (Edematous  Erysipelas,  Fibrinous  Effusions,  dtc^  by  the 
Use  of  Iodine  Injections,^  In  spina  bifida,  he  claimed  the  priority  of  its 
<i^ication,  having  first  used  it  in  December,  1847,  and  he  had  published 
four  cases  before  the  case  presented  to  the  Society  of  Surgery,  by  Cha»- 
saignae,  in  1651.  Up  to  tne  present  time  Dr.  6.  has  treated  six  eases,  all 
of  which  were  successful  as  to  the  spina  bifida,  though  most  of  them 
were  complicated  with  incurable  hydrocephalus ;  while  of  those  treated 
in  Europe,  but  one  successful  case  is  reported.  This  difference  is  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  operation  is  performed.  In  Europe,  the  sac 
is  eTacoated  (as  in  hydrocele),  by  allowing  the  fiuid  to  escape,  and  the  in- 
jeetion  is  then  made.  In  this  way,  death  often  results  from  the  evacuation  of 
the  fluid  alone,  and  the  removal  of  the  pressure  from  the  nervous  centers. 
Dr.  Brainard's  method  consists  in  withdrawing  so  much  of  the  fiuid  only 
as  is  to  he  replaced  by  the  solution,  injecting,  at  first,  ^  part  of  a  grain  of 
iodine,  and  ^  of  a  grain  of  iodide  of  potassium,  in  solution,  through  the 
canula  of  a  very  fine  trocar,  introduced  into  the  sac  by  puncture  of  the 
sound  skin,  near  the  base  of  the  tumor.  In  this  way  the  ulceration  of 
the  poDcture  is  avoided,  and  the  escape  of  any  liquid  is  prevented  by  suit- 
able compression. 

With  regard  to  hydrocephalus,  Dr.  B.  reported  a  case  in  which, 
during  seven  months,  21  injections,  containing  125  grains  iodine,  and 
867  grains  iodide  of  potassium,  were  thrown  in ;  the  largest  quantity  used 
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at  one  time  being  12  grains  iodine,  and  36  grains  iodide  of  potitssinm. 
The  result  of  this  treatment  was  only  palliative,  and  although  it  shows 
the  harmlesi  character  of  so  large  doses,  Dr.  B.  does  not  recomnoiend  iti 
repetition,  since  he  has  adopted  iJbe  opinion  that  chronic  hydrocephalus 
is  the  result  of  a  nereticn  from  the  choroid  plexuSj  and  not  an  effueion 
from  a  urous  iurface. 

The  treatment  of  cedema  by  this  method  is  recommended,  where  the 
disease  is  the  result  of  glandular  obstruction,  or  of  chronic  inflammation 
of  veins,  or  lymphatics ;  also  in  such  fibrinous  effusions  as  result  from 
phlegmasia  alba  dolens.  In. simple  hydrocele,  uncomplicated  with  spina 
bifida  and  oedema,  this  treatment  is  recommended,  since,  in  the  two  for- 
mer, the  act  of  efifiision  constitutes  the  disease,  and  in  the  latter,  the  injec- 
tion acta  upon  the  cause  of  the  effusion,  viz.  the  enlarged  gland,  or  the 
obstructed  vessel.  In  those  cases  where  the  effusion  is  but  a  symptom 
of  a  remote  cause,  as  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  liver,  or  kidney,  this 
treatment  is  not  founded  on  true  pathological  principles. 

Both  of  these  papers  were  received  with  mariied  attention,  and  re- 
ferred to  appropriate  committees. 

Dr.  Brainard  has  in  press,  a  small  volume  of  250  pages,  ''On  Pseudar- 
throsis,"  and  the  use  of  the  seton  in  ununited  fractures ;  his  experiments 
upon  animals,  have  convinced  him  of  the  fallacy  of  the  ordinary  views  of 
treatment  in  these  cases.  Dr.  John  W.  Green,  of  New  York,  has  been 
associated  with  Professor  Brainard  in  his  researcheis,  the  experimenta 
having  been  performed  on  his  premises,  which,  for  some  time,  had  quite 
the  air  of  a  menagerie.  Dr.  Greenes  happy  talent  for  sketch'mg  haa  also 
been  of  great  assistance ;  most  of  the  illustrations  for  Dr.  B.'s  work,  being 
from  his  pencil.  The  Director  of  the  Mus6e  Dupuytren  was  kind  enough 
to  allow  him  to  take  sketches  of  morbid  specimens  in  that  rich  deposi- 
tory. Dr.  B.  expects  to  return  to  the  United  States  in  season  for  the 
meeting  of  the  National  Medical  Association  at  St.  Louis,  in  May  next 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Surgery,  on  the  4th  December,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  Dr.  Buck's  throat  probang,  with  Charri^re's 
modifications :  it  was  well  received,  and  considered  as  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  old  instrument  M.  Guersant  of  the  H6pital  des  Enfaos 
Malades,  has  since  made  frequent  use  of  it  in  croup,  <fec.  I  drew  up  a 
short  account  of  its  application  to  diseases  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx  in 
the  United  States ;  this  has  been  published  in  the  Oazeite  Mebdomadaire^ 
No.  17.  I  have,  after  much  research,  conscientiously  made,  given  the 
credit  of  its  original  application  to  Dr.  David  Green  (of  Hudison  street), 
and  stated  the  claim  of  Dr.  Horace  Green  to  priority  in  its  application  to 
the  interior  of  the  larynx,  before  he  had  known,  or  heard,  of  the  publica- 
tion of  MM.  Trousseau  and  Belloc  M.  Trousseau  published  his  nrst  case 
in  1820,  and  he  has  promised  to  let  me  hear  from  him  soon,  on  this  sub- 
ject The  Academy  of  Medicine,  every  session,  has  presented  subjects  of 
interest  for  discussion.  Among  these,  I  may  mention  syphiiization,  the 
connection  between  albuminuria  and  puerperal  convulsions,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  phthisis  by  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  iodine.  The  syphilisation 
doctrine  of  Sperino  has  been  completely  exploded  by  the  report  of 
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OuUemr ;  ooe  of  the  journals  characterizes  it  ^  as  the  daughter  of  igno- 
ranoe  and  charlatanism ;"  you  may  remember  the  triumphant  tone  of  the 
homoeopaths,  when  this  doctrine  was  broached,  as  proving  their  dogma, 
^  similia  similibus  curantur."  Where  are  they  to  hide  themselves  now  ? 
With  r^ard  to  the  canneetion  between  puerperal  eclampsia  and  albumin' 
uria,  it  has  been  proved  by  a  great  variety  of  observations,  to  be  merely 
accidental,  and  occurring  often  without  the  presence  of  either  symptom 
being  essential.  M.  Piorry  has  reported  81  cases  o{ phthisis  treated  by 
the  inhalation  of  iodine,  or  of  tincture  of  iodine.  Death,  without  any 
amelioration  in  only  four  cases.  Five  grains  of  iodine,  or  a  tablespoon- 
fill  of  tincture  of  iodine,  are  placed  in  a  large-mouthed  vial,  and  slightly 
healed;  a  long  inspiration  is  to  be  taken  very  frequently  during  the  day, 
and  at  night,  the  air  of  the  apartment  is  to  be  iodized.  M.  Caventou 
recommends,  in  parallel  cases,  fumigations  of  arseniate  of  soda,  by  bum- 
log  unsized  paper  saturated  with  the  solution. 

Death  from  the  use  of  Simpson^ s  Uterine  Catheter. — ^M.  Broca  re- 
ported A  fatal  case  from  the  use  of  Simpson's  sound  for  retroflexio  uteri; 
death  on  5th  day  from  peritonitis.  MM.  Aran,  Nelaton,  and  Cruveilhier, 
each  reported  a  similar  case.  Messrs.  Yelpeau  and  Moreau  both  spoke 
against  the  use  of  this  instrument  as  highly  dangerous,  I  hope  this  may 
be  a  useful  hint  to  some  of  our  American  brethren ;  it  is  about  time  to  tet' 
up  the  uterus  a  little.  On  the  20th  December,  the  Academy,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  elected  M.  Macquart,  President  (in  place  of  M.  B^rard) ;  Jobert, 
Vice  President  (in  place  of  Macquart)  ;  Du  Bois  d' Amiens,  Perpetual 
Secretary  ;  Gibert,  Annual  Secretary,  The  eulogy  upon  Orfila  was  pro- 
nounced by  Dn  Bois,  on  the  6th  December,  after  which  the  prizes  were 
awarded.  Soubeiran  has  been  appointed  successor  to  Orfila.  The  Chair  has 
been  changed  to  that  of  Organic  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  At  the  In- 
sUtute,  M.  Velpeau  presented  his  recent  work  on  diseases  of  the  breast,  in 
which  he  advances  the  doctrine,  that  one  quarter  of  the  diseases,  called 
cankcers  in  the  breast,  are  adenoid  tum^ors,  and  are  curable,  with  or  with- 
out an  operation.  Cancer  presents  different  forms  or  degrees  of  malig- 
nity and  tendency  to  relapse  and  M.  Yelpeau  has  endeavored  to  establish 
a  scale  of  gradation,  which,  he  contends,  is  of  great  utility  in  considering 
the  propriety  of  an  operation.  His  remarks  are  worthy  of  consideration. 
Brown-3equard  has  recently  read  two  papers  before  the  Institute,  in  the 
fixft  of  which,  he  reported  all  the  phenomena  discovered  by  himself,  or 
other  physiologists,  consequent  upon  the  section  of  the  sympathetic  nerve 
in  the  neck,  and  he  announced,  that  the  results  did  not  depend  on  the 
special  properties  of  the  nerve.  In  the  second  paper  he  endeavored  to 
prove  that  a  simple  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  produced  by  any 
other  cause  than  a  section  of  the  nerve,  is  followed  by  the  same  symp- 
toms, and  appears  to  depend  directly  upon  the  quantity  of  blood  circulat- 
ing in  the  head,  (Referred  to  Messrs.  Majendie,  Serres  and  Flouren). 
Dr.  Sequard  has  made  up  his  mind  to  remove  to  Chicago,  where  we 
hope  that  his  fine  talent  will  produce  even  greater  results  to  the  cause 
of  science  and  humanity  than  m  this  metropolis,  where  he  has  unfortu- 
nately compromised  himself  by  interfering  with  politics. 

Cholera. — Since  the  cold  weather  in  January,  the  cholera  has  nearly  dis- 
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appeared,  and  the  medical  joaraals  have  ceased  to  ipeak  of  it  Aa  I  hare 
enteoed  largelj  upon  this  subject  in  my  late  letter  to  the  Academy,  I  shall 
not  trouble  your  readers  with  any  fiirUier  details ;  I  will  only  say  that  IL 
Br6ant  has  left  a  Ugacff  to  the  Institute  of  100,000fl  for  the  discovery  of 
a  cwre  for  cholera  ;  and  if  no  cure  is  discovered,  the  wUrui  of  the  above 
sum  is  to  be  given  to  him  who,  in  all  the  world,  has  done  most  for  the 
relief  of  those  affected  with  it.  Now  is  a  chance  for  our  enterprising 
young  America.  The  Society  of  Pharmacy  has  also  offered  a  |>riae  of 
1,000  francs  for  the  best  analysis  of  hempy  with  its  therapeutic  and 
ansQsthetic  properties.  The  Academy  prizes  for  1 854  have  been  awarded, 
and  are  worthy  the  attention  of  our  young  men.  A  full  detail  has  been 
sent  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  New- York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

A  noble  example. — M.  Cazeauz,  for  refusing  to  testify  in  the  case  of  a 
patient  who  had  consulted  him  and  confided  on  trnportant  eecrei  (even 
after  the  patient  had  given  his  consent,  still  reftuis^^  was  fined  by  tha 
court  100  francs,  and  threatened  with  another  suit.  The  profession  came 
up  nobi  V  to  his  rescue,  paid  the  fine,  and,  by  their  influence,  succeeded  in 
extricatmg  their  confrere  from  the  clutches  of  the  law ;  their  conduct  in 
this  instance,  showed  the  mighty  influence  of  a  learned  prof eenon^  when 
properly  directed. 

A  new  remedy  for  croup^  has  been  tried,  with  some  snoceas,  by  IL 
Hamel :  the  inhalation  of  the  wipor  of  Hydrochloric  acid^  applied  under 
the  bed-clothes,  or  diffused  through  the  apartment.  We  all  remember 
Dr.  Linsly's  case,  cured  by  the  inhalation  of  cinnabar :  we  have  much  to 
learn  on  the  treatment  of  disease  by  inhalation.  M.  Boux  has  recently 
had  a  slight  apoplectic  attack,  but  is  recovering.  He  is  fast  running  into 
his  dotage,  but  is  as  fond  of  operating  as  ever,  and  never  forgets  to  kise 
hie  patient  before  the  operation.  E^  wards  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  are  so 
badly  ventilated,  and  so  crowded  that  his  operations  are  rarely  success- 
ful ;  were  I  disposed  to  be  mSehantj  I  mij^ht  apply  Shakespeare's  line,  ^I 
kissed  thee  ere  I  killed  thee."  Think  ci  68  patients,  in  one  ward,  and 
that  ward  on  the  ground  floor ^  with  a  etone  arched  ceiling. 

Mortality  among  infante  in  Farie.-^ln  1851,  of  29,709,  5,501  were 
under  8  months;  in  1852,  of  29,664  deaths,  5,515  were  under  3  months^^^^ 
I  have  many  interesting  medical  etatisties  to  send  you,  but  time  fails,  at 
present  I  hope  to  send  you  one  more  letter  before  leaving  for  Italy.  I 
regret  not  to  have  seen  one  copy  of  your  journal  since  my  arrival,  now 
more  than  4  months.  I  have  been  able  to  establish  for  you  an  exceUeni 
eyetem  of  exchanges  for  Paris,  and  hope  to  succeed  equally  well  for  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh.  Your  journal  is  sure  to  succeea^  toith  a  little  more 
high  pressure. — ^Professor  Holton  has  arrived  in  Paris. 

Yours,  J.  Q.  A. 

February,  6th,  1854. 
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Surgieal  lfote$  in  the  serviee  of  M.  Maibonnsuyb,  Hospital  Cochin^ 
Paris.— Bj  W.  E.  Johhotoh,  M.  D. 

[Continaed  from  pi^e  175.] 

FariSf  Nov.  10/*,  1B58. 

About  tlie  same  time,  M.  Haiaonnenve  perfonned  an  operation  npon 
the  tongue  of  a  patient,  bo  remarkable,  not  only  for  the  results  of  the 
operation  but  in  the  origin  of  the  malady,  as  to  be  well  worthy  some  de- 
taila.  The  patient  was  a  distinguished  eonfrhe^  Doctor  J.,  member  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Medicine  of  I^aris,  and  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vaccination.  In  the  exercise  of  his  functions  on  the  committee 
of  yacdnation,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  handling  large  numbers  of  small 
glass  tubes  contaimng  the  vaccine  liquid  in  their  ends.  He  often  held 
these  for  a  moment  in  his  mouth,  and  they  had  several  times  caused 
slight  piqtlres  on  his  tongue,  followed  by  enlargement  These  generally 
disappeared  at  the  end  of  several  days ;  but  at  length  an  induration  was 
established  of  a  grave  character.  To  remove  the  mduration  the  doctor 
employed  first,  the  nitrate  of  silver,  then  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury ;  but 
this  medication,  far  from  arresting  the  progress  of  the  malady,  only  aggra« 
rated  it;  epidermic  plates  developed  themselves  over  the  entire  surface  of 
the  tongue,  and  later,  a  deep  ulceration  invaded  the  center  of  this  organ. 
Adopting  the  advice  of  some  medical  friends,  he  submitted  to  an  eneigetic 
caaterization  of  the  part  with  the  hot  iron ;  but  this  also  only  served  to 
give  the  disease  new  activity :'  all  the  anterior  part  of  the  tongue,  as  far 
B&  the  calciform  papillse,  a  distance  of  eight  centimetres,  became  the  seat 
of  an  induration,  while  the  central  ulcer  continued  to  make  rapid  progress. 
To  these  symptoms  were  soon  added  lancinating  pains,  which  left  to  the 
patient  no  rest.  By  the  advice  of  M.  Bicord,  he  took  the  iodide  of  potas- 
sium :  but,  notwithstanding  this  treatment,  the  malady  progressed  from 
day  to  day,  and  the  tongue,  now  enormously  tumefied,  obstructed  the  buccal 
cavity,  and  the  saliva  flowed  continously.  Speech  had  become  impossible, 
and  the  patient's  diet  was  limited  to  liquid  substances.  All  rational 
treatment  having  &iled  to  arrest  the  disease,  be  sought  M.  Maisonneuve's 
services.  Amputation  was  immediately  proposed,  and  accepted  as  the 
only  resource.  The  patient  was  submitted  to  chloroform.  M.  Maisonneuve 
then  made  an  incision  through  the  soft  parts  in  the  median  line  from  the 
edge  of  the  inferior  lip  down  to  the  chin,  passed  a  chain  saw  around  the 
inferior  mazilUry  bone,  and  made  a  section  of  it.  The  section  of  the  chin  was 
then  drawn  apart,  which  enabled  the  surgeon  to  seize  the  tongue  and  draw  it 
well  out  of  the  mouth.  By  a  rapid  dissection,  the  diseased  orffan  was 
separated  from  the  healthy  parts,  at  a  point  beyond  the  anterior  half,  an 
extent  of  eight  centimetres — a  little  over  three  inches.  The  sublingual 
gland  was  sacrificed;  ligatures  were  applied  to  the  important  vessels, 
and  no  hemorrhage  followed.  After  the  operation,  the  branches  of  the 
separated  jaw  were  brought  into  apposition,  and  secured  by  threads  passed 
jtfound  the  teeth.    The  ligatures  placed  on  the  vessels  were  brought  out, 
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under  the  edge  of  the  jaw,  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound ;  and  the  W 
ders  of  the  diyision  were  united  by  the  twisted  suture.  Notwithstandiiu; 
the  extreme  gravity  of  this  operation,  no  unpleasant  results  followed 
The  external  parts  cicatrized  by  first  intention,  the  bones  consolidated,  the 
enormous  loss  of  substance  filled  up  rapidly,  and  what  is  remarkable,  ih$ 
patient  has  recovered  hie  epeeek^  as  well  as  the  power  of  seizing  and  mas- 
ticating his  food !  The  anatomical  examination  demonstrated  that  the  dis- 
ease b3onged  to  the  class  of  epithelial  cancroids,  which  permits  the  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  re-produced. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  operations  performed  recently  by  M. 
Maisonneure  was  that  performed  the  14th  July  last  for  an  exostosis 
of  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  The  patient  was  aged  22,  and  of  robust  health. 
The  disease  had  grown  rapidly,  and  when  he  presented  himself  to  M. 
Maisonneuve,  the  eye  was  carried  almost  out  of  its  orbit  and  turned 
outwards,  while  at  the  internal  angle  the  tumor  could  be  felt,  perfectly 
hard,  and  free  from  pain  on  pressure.  The  surgeon  quickly  disposed 
the  case  one  of  exostosis  of  the  internal  wall  of  the  orbit.  The  disease 
had  become  insupportable  to  the  patient  from  the  constant  dull  pain  and 
impairment  of  sight  which  he  experienced,  and  he  desired  its  remoraL 
The  patient,  having  been  submitted  to  the  influence  of  chloroform,  the 
surgeon,  by  a  semi-circular  incision,  cut  round  ail  the  internal  part  of  the 
circumference  of  the  orbit,  commencing  above  the  eye-brow.  The  soft 
parts  were  then  dissected  from  the  bone,  so  that  the  periosteum  com- 
prised in  the  flap  brought  with  it  the  orbicular  muscle,  as  well  as  the 
pulley  of  the  orbit.  The  eye,  now  entirely  out  of  the  orbit,  hung  on  the 
cheek.  This  rapid  dissection  uncovered  all  the  external  part  of  the  tumor 
and  a  part  of  the  internal  face  incrusted  in  the  internal  wall  of  the  orbit; 
it  filled  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  orbital  cavity.  Its  base  showed  no 
contraction,  and  seemed  to  continue  itself  not  only  with  the  internal  orbi- 
tal wall,  but  also  with  the  superior  and  inferior  walls.  Its  posterior  ex- 
tremity was  situated  too  deep  to  be  circumscribed.  Its  anterior  part  only, 
ofiered  a  salient,  knobbed  surface  on  which  the  surgeon  could  operate.  * 
He  attempted  first  to  operate  on  the  tumor  with  the  saw  a  molette  of 
Charriere,  that  of  Martin,  &c,  but  the  narrowness  of  the  cavity  would  not 
permit  him  to  make  use  of  these  instruments.  He  then  tried  the  forceps 
of  Liston,  but  the  tissue  of  the  tumor  was  so  hard  and  compact,  that  t^ 
instrument,  notwithstanding  the  strongest  eflbrts,  made  no  impreanon 
whatever.  More  than  half  an  hour  passed  in  these  fruitless  efiforts :  twice 
Listen's  forceps  broke  under  the  combined  eflbrts  of  the  suigeon  and  two 
assistants.  Another  pair  of  forceps  furnished  by  M.  Charridre,  who  was 
present  at  the  operation,  also  broke.  Convinced  that  he  could  e^t 
nothing  by  instruments  of  this  kind,  the  surgeon  sent  for  a  cold  chisel  and 
mallet  For  some  time  the  tumor  resisted  even  these ;  but  finally,  after 
many  efforts,  a  knob  the  size  of  a  hazlenut  was  detached,  and  thrown,  by 
the  force  with  which  it  was  struck,  across  the  room.  This  result,  in  ap- 
pearance trifling,  was,  however,  the  circumstance  which  decided  the  suc- 
cess of  the  operation :  for,  behind  this  knob  the  tumor  presented  a  gorge, 
or  groove,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  osseous  tissue  possessed  a  less  density. 
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The  chisel,  violently  thrust  forward  hy  the  mallet,  penetrated  a  certain 
depth,  and  soon  the  surgeon  found  that  the  tumor  had  hecome  movahle. 
This  mohility,  however,  was  yerj  indistinct,  for  an  attentive  examination 
was  necessary  to  establish  positively  its  existence.  It  seemed,  now  that 
the  tumor  was  mobile,  that  the  desired  end  was  accomplished ;  but  it  waa 
not  till  after  long  and  laborious  efforts,  by  means  of  levers  of  all 
^aorts,  by  a  crow,  ^c,  that  at  last  the  osseous  mass  was  disengaged  in  a 
whole  block.  By  carrying  the  finger  mto  the  deep  excavation  left  by  the 
removal  of  the  tumor,  it  was  discovered,  not  without  surprise,  that  the 
interior  of  this  excavation  was  perfectly  smooth,  and  lined  with  a  sort  of 
velvety  membrane.  No  apparent  communication  existed  either  with  the 
maxillary  sinus  or  with  the  nasal  passages. 

Throughout  this  difficult  operation,  and  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
tumor  filled  nearly  the  entire  cavity  of  the  orbit,  the  eye  had  not  been 
bruised  in  the  slightest  degree ;  the  neighboring  bones  to  the  tumor  had 
}»een  scrupulously  guarded,  so  that  the  surgeon  did  not  fear,  after  replacing 
the  eye,  to  bring  me  edges  of  the  wound  together  with  the  twisted  suture, 
in  order  to  procure  adhesion  by  the  first  intention.  The  operation  lasted 
an  hour  and  a  half ;  the  patient  several  times  awakened  from  the  anaes- 
thetic state,  and  was  again  plunged  into  it.  Contrary  to  what  was  feared, 
no  grave  accident  followed,  neither  on  the  part  of  the  brain,  nor  from  the 
bottom  of  the  orbit,  nor  from  the  eye  itself.  The  eye,  replaced  in  its  posi- 
tion, aimoet  immediately  resumed  its  functions ;  its  movements  have  been 
perfectly  preserved ;  the  wound  united  by  the  first  intention,  and  the 
traumatic  fever  was  scarcely  worth  mention.  The  patient,  presented  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  August,  was  in  such  a  condition  that  one 
would  hesitate  to  say  on  which  eye  the  operation  had  been  practiced.  The 
dcatrix  is  imperceptible ;  the  eye,  perfectly  like  the  other,  presents  not 
the  least  deviation ;  it  executes  all  its  movements  with  freedom ;  the  eye- 
iids  enjoy  their  natural  mobility,  and  the  lachrymal  functions  are  per- 
formed as  in  the  most  perfect  health.  The  removed  tumor  was  of  a  den- 
sity and  a  hardness  extraordinary ;  its  form  recalls  that  of  the  ethmoid 
bone ;  it  is  5  centimetres  long  (a  centimetre  is  about  the  third  of  an  inch), 
4  centimetres  wide,  and  the  same  in  thickness.  It  adhered  to  the  os  frontis 
by  its  superior  border,  over  an  extent  of  two  centimetres. 

In  the  month  of  September,  M.  Maisonneuve  had  in  his  wards  a  vio- 
lent case  of  tetanus.  Emprosthotonos  already  existed,  when  he  wished 
to  try  the  effects  of  chloroform.  When  the  period  of  excitement  arrived, 
notwithstanding  the  surveillance  of  the  surgeon,  the  patient  became  asphyx- 
iated. The  skin  was  violet,  the  lips  blue,  respiration  ceaaed.  As  auick 
as  thought,  M.  Maisonneuve  seized  a  bistoury,  and,  with  two  cuts,  perform- 
ed the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  The  first  cut  laid  the  soft  parts  open 
from  the  cricoid  cartilage  to  the  sternum ;  the  next  passed  through  seve- 
red rings  of  the  trachea.  A  tube  was  inserted,  and  the  man  returned  to 
life ;  but  the  state  of  asphyxia  did  not  entirely  disappear,  and  soon  the 
tetanus  returning,  he  died  that  evening.  There  was  in  this  case  asphyxia 
bj  the  occlusion  of  the  g^lottis,  and  the  proof  of  it  was  that  an  opening 
in  the  trachea  rendered  back  life  to  the  patient.    There  existed  there, 
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withoat  doubt)  a  tetanic  state  of  the  muades,  which  aerved  to  doae  die 
glottis.  But,  at  a  certain  period  of  chloroformization,  a  reetraini  of  ret- 
piratioii  is  also  remarked,  which  disappears  at  the  end  of  some  seconds, 
and  which  may  be  due  to  a  slight  contraction  of  the  muscles  whi<^  sur- 
round the  glottis;  when  these  muscles  have  added  to  that  tetanic  ccm- 
tractions,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  asphyxia  may  become  completa 

M.  Maisonneuve  has  recently  laid  claim,  before  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences,  to  having  discovered  the  fact  that  in  cases  of  violent  gai^rene, 
gangr^M  foudroyaHte^  a  putrid  eas  is  developed  in  the  veins,  cap^le  of 
determining  instantaneous  and  &tal  intoxication*  This  accident  takea 
place  ordinarily  as  the  result  of  fractures  complicated  with  flesh  wounds. 
H.  Maisonneuve  observed  it  for  the  first  time  in  186 1*  Since  then  he  has 
had  several  opportunities  of  demonstrating  the  truth  of  his  discovery. 
Putrid  gas  has  oeen  detected  flowing  in  the  veins  between  the  gangrenous 
part  and  the  heart,  and  death  almost  immediately  follows  this  event 
Four  months  ago,  M.  Maisonneuve  thought  he  detected,  one  morning  oa 
removing  the  bandsges  from  above  and  about  a  gangrened  limb,  the  syaoH 
toms  of  intoxication  from  putrid  gas  coming  on ;  he  cut  into  a  vein  at 
the  bend  of  the  elbow,  and  some  spumous  blood  jetted  oat ;  instaatlyi 
with  the  instrument  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  commenced  the  ampu- 
tation of  the  arm,  while  he  sent  his  assistants  on  the  run  in  every  dinao- 
tion  for  the  instruments  and  appliances  neccBsary  to  complete  the  opera* 
tion.  He  saved  the  life  of  lus  patient ;  and  he  believes,  without  the  opera- 
tion, he  would  have  been  dead  in  a  few  minutes.  Messrs.  Malguffne  and 
Chassaignac  have  already  claimed  priority  in  the  discov^ ;  but  M.  Mais* 
onneuve  shows,  by  their  writings  on  the  subject  of  gangrene  fcmdroganU^ 
that  the  first  gentleman  speaks  only  of  cellular  emphysema  as  the  result 
of  traumatic  gangrene,  while  the  other  speaks  of  death  in  these  cases 
being  ^expliuned  b/  the  sudden  decomjKMition  of  the  blood."  But  of 
the  nature  of  that  decomposition  he  says  nothing*  M.  Maisonneuve  there- 
fere  repeats  the  proposition  on  which  he  claims  priority,  in  these  words  : 
^  The  oisoovery  consists  in  this,  that  in  a  certain  form  of  gangrene,  well 
known  to  surseons,  and  which  I  designate  under  the  name  of  gangren4 
foudroganie  (gangrene  terrible),  putrid  gases  develope  themselves  spon- 
taneouslv  in  the  veins,  and  circulate  with  the  Uood  during  the  life  of  the 
patient''  M.  Maisonneuve's  researches  have  placed  the  truth  of  the  eodst* 
ence  of  this  £sct  beyond  all  doubt ;  I  have  seen  him  once  myself  demon- 
strate the  fact  in  his  wards,  to  the  satisfisu^tion  of  all  present  That  this 
putrid  gas  once  developed  in  the  veins  will  produce  speedy  death,  is 
obvious  enough,  and  explains  rationally  why  death  in  these  cases  is  so 
often  sudden. 

The  excitement  on  the  subject  of  injection  of  perchloride  of  iron  for 
the  cure  of  aneurisms  and  varices,  received  its  quietus  on  Tuesday  laa^  at 
the  hands  of  M.  Malgaigne.  This  gentleman,  having  been  designated  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  to  read  a  report  upon  that 
subject,  before  Uist  body,  the  duty  was  performed  in  the  able  mannw 
which  distinguishes  all  his  efibrts.  On  varicose  veins  good  results  have 
been  derived  from  this  treatment    On  aneurisms  there  have  been  eleven 
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cases,  in  which  this  treatment  has  been  tried,  up  to  the  present  date:  two 
of  these  were  cured,  four  died  from  inflammation  arising  from  the 
injection,  while  in  five  no  results  were  obtained.  M.  Malgaigne  contends 
that  after  these  results  no  conscientious  surgeon  will  employ  the  treat- 
ment   Hb  own  trials  have  failed,  and  he  intends  to  make  no  more. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  Society  commenced  its  forty-seventh  annual  meeting  at  Albany, 
im  Tuesday,  7th  of  Februaiy,  at  1 1  o'clock.  A.  M^  and  continued  in  session 
three  days. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Jx51i»  S. 
Sfbagux,  who  opened  the  meetmg  with  appropriate  remarks. 

Sixty  permanent  members  and  delegates  enrolled  their  names  atnl  took 
dieir  teats. 

Dr.  If.  F.  Caah  read  a  paper  on  Bational  Medicine,  or,  the  Regular 
Practioe  as  it  is. 

The  Bubjeot  of  diphtheritic  croup,  laid  upon  the  table  from  last  year, 
was  called  up  and  freely  discussed. 

Dr.  W,  H.  H,  Parkhurst  presented  a  very  remarkable  and  interesting 
^Mdmeii  and  report  of  a  case  of  extra-uterine  conception,  of  forty-six 
▼eaiB'  standing,  oi  which  a  drawing  was  requested  to  be  made,  by  a  reso- 
nrtion  of  the  Society,  and  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Sodety  were  tender- 
ed to  DrH. 

Dr.  Hawn  presented  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  Harvey  W. 
Doolittle,  of  Herkimer  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
PaUication. 

Dr.  Mareh^  of  Albany,  read  a  paper  on  pmetrat{n§  ^Bounds  of  the 
itbdomenj  and  puncturing  wounds  of  the  intestines  ;  and  on  penetrating 
wounds  of  the  larynx  and  trachea^  which  was  also  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Dr.  Shumway  read  a  paper  on  the  reduction  of  the  dislocation  of 
&B  hip-joint  without  the  application  of  force,  which  was  similarly  referred. 

The  President,  Dr.  Spbaqub,  delivered  the  annual  address  in  the 
Assembly  Chamber,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Society,  and 
a  request  for  a  copy  for  publication  in  the  transactions  of  the  Society. 

The  members  were  entertained  by  Drs.  Hun  and  Annsby  on  the  two 
<eTeniDgs  of  the  session,  whidi  contributed  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
meetiw. 

We  have  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  ako  some 
extracts  from  the  address  of  the  President,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Dr.  S.  D.  Willard,  of  Albany,  the  former  of  which  we  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  printer  for  our  present  number,  but  have  to  regret- that  our  limits 
will  not  allow  us  to  insert  it.  We  will,  if  possible,  publish  them  at  leag^' 
in  our  next. 
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A  Treatise  on  Venereal  Diseases  ;  by  A.  Vidal,  (de  CassiB,)  Surgeon  of 
of  the  Venereal  Hospital  of  Paris :  with  colored  plates.  Translated 
and  edited  by  Gboroe  C.  Blackman,  M.  D.  F.  R.  M.  G.  S.,  of  Lon- 
don, &c^  <fec    New  York ;  S.  S.  <k  W.  Wood.     1864,  pp.  499. , 

Thb  opportunities  enjoyed  by  M.  Vidal, — being  attached  to  an  ezten- 
Bive  yenereal  hospital— of  studying  syphilitic  diseases  in  all  their  varieties, 
and  of  determining,  by  carefully  performed  experiments,  some  of  the 
hitherto  disputed  points  connected  with  them,  is  amply  illustrated  in  the 
volume  which  he  bad  recently  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  his  profes- 
sional brethren.  Although  others  in  France  and  Great  Britain,  have  pro- 
duced elaborate  and  able  treatises  upon  the  same  subject^  vet  the  work  of 
M.  Vidal  is  more  complete  and  perfect  than  any  other  wiui  which  we  are 
acquainted.  We  propose  to  notice,  briefly,  some  of  its  more  important 
contents,  leaving  such  of  our  readers  as  desire  to  be  fully  informed  on  the 
subjects  treated  of,  to  consult  the  work  ilKlf,  which  has  lately  been  fiuth- 
fully  translated,  and  enriched  by  copious  and  valuable  notes  by  Dr.  George 
G.  Blackman,  of  this  city. 

In  his  introduction,  our  author  gives  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the 
disease,  discusses  the  question  of  the  plurality  of  poisons,  makes  sundiy 
remarks  on  the  enors  committed  by  those  who  investigate  the  phenomena 
of  the  disease,  and  then  proceeds  to  examine  and  comment  upon  the  doc- 
trines and  experiments  of  his  great  rival,  M.  Ricord,and  others,  relative  to 
inoculation  and  the  transmissibility  of  consecutive  accidents. 

Gn  this  latter  point,  his  views  do  not  accord  with  those  of  VL  RiooTd| 
who  maintains  that  infection  can  occur  only  from  ih^  matter  secreted  by  a 
chancre,  which  matter  alone  is  the  medium  of  the  virus;  the  latter  can 
enter  the  system  only  by  a  chancre,  and  its  infecting  properties  do  not 
reach  beyond  the  first  lymphatic  ganglion  in  direct  relation  with  the 
chancrous  surface.  Beyond  this  ganglion,  the  virus  may  still  injuriously 
affect  the  individual,  producing  secondary  symptoms,  such  as  pustules  and 
syphilitic  ulcers  over  his  body,  but  can  do  no  harm  to  others,  as  it  no 
longe^  exists  as  a  contagious  agent  I 

To  this  view  of  the  subject  M.  Vidal  does  not  assent — ^*^  foty^  says  he^ 
^'it  is  unquestionable,  that  a  woman  baring  neither  chancre  nor  bubo,  but 
that  form  of  syphilis  only  which,*it  is  asMrted,  can  no  longer  be  infec- 
tious, may  give  birth  to  syphilitic  children,  which  may  infect  their  nunes, 
while  the  latter,  in  turn,  may  communicate  the  disease  to  their  families. 
The  principle  of  conta^rion  mav,  therefore,  exist  elsewhere  than  in  chancre, 
and  other  than  the  primary  ulceration  T' 

Nay,  more:  the  fact  that  secondary  accidents  are  contagious,  a  £sct 
known  to  Ricord,  since  he  admits  the  contagiousness  of  the  mucous  tab- 
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ercle,  which  he  claBses  among  those  called  secondary,  is  still  further  veri- 
fied by  the  experiments  of  Vidal,  in  which  he  succeeded  in  inoculating 
the  pustule  of  secondary  ecthyma. 

Other  experiments  have  been  m  like  manner  successful,  so  that  the 
quoBtion  may  now  be  considered  as  settled  ;  and  it  is  asserted,  on  reliable 
authority,  that  Ricord  is  about  giving  in  his  adhesion  to  the  prevailing 
opinion  on  thb  much-discussed  topic.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  more 
fully  into  the  consideration  of  the  arguments,  pro  and  con,  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  as  all  who  desire  further  knowledge  concerning  them,  can 
profitably  consult  the  work  itself. 

The  treatise  of  Vidal  is  divided  into  four  parts :  in  the  first,  he  treats 
of  blennorrhagia  and  its  consequences,  as  it  occurs  in  both  sexes,  enumer- 
•  ates  the  various  alleged  causes  of  its  ori^n,  discusses  the  existence  (sup- 
posed), of  two  distinct  species  of  syphilitic  virus,  and,  after  minutely  de- 
scribing the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  lays  down  tjbe  plan  of  the  treatment 
which  he  has  found  most  successful.  This  consists  in  rest,  rigid  abstinence, 
and  blood-letting,  if  the  attack  is  a  severe  one,  and  the  patient  is  strong  and 
plethoric.  When  the  violence  of  the  disease  is  controlled,  if  the  discharge 
continues,  he  then  uses  copaiba  or  cubebs,  separately  or  conjointly ;  and 
finally,  mild  astringent  injections.  The  abortive  treatment  he  disap- 
proves of,  but  when  employed,  limits  it  to  the  yety  commencement  of  the 
disease. 

Our  author  next  describes  Chancre^  asserting  at  the  commencement  of 
the  chapter,  that  **  the  syphilitic  virus  when  brought  into  contact,  under 
certain  conditions,  with  the  living  tissues,  produces  two  peculiar  effects. 
lot,  a  form  of  inflammation,  called  blennorrhagia.  2nd,  a  form  of  ulcer* 
ation»  termed  chancre."  This  view  of  the  unity  of  the  syphilitic  poison, 
does  not  hold  good  either  in  this  country,  or  very  generally  in  Europe, 
and  we  are  rather  surprised  to  find  it  advocated  by  so  able  an  observer 
as  Vidal,  for  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  we  think,  but  that  these  two  dis- 
eases are  caused  by  totally  different  poisons. 

His  description  of  chancre  in  its  various  forms,  is  more  minute  and 
accurate  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  author,  and  is  worthy  of  careful 
study.  In  the  treatment  of  it,  he  attaches  but  little  importance  to  local 
means ;  cauterization  he  does  not  generally  resort  to,  until  after  cicatriza- 
tion has  commenced ;  he  then  uses  nitrate  of  silver  to  check  exuberant 
granulations,  and  sometimes  employs  a  mixture  of  aromatic  wine  and 
water.  After  keeping  the  patient  a  few  days  at  rest,  and  employing  ear 
Hne  cathartics,  he  commences  with  the  hi.  chlor.  hyd.,  gr.  ^  night  and 
morning,  and  continues  it  for  about  two  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time,  if  the  treatment  has  not  been  interrupted,  he  considers  that  a  cure 
has  been  eflfected.  The  second  part  of  the  work  treats  of  the  Consecutive 
Venereal  Disease,  and  embraces  a  full  and  instructive  account  of  the  Syph- 
ilides  and  the  treatment  best  adapted  to  their  cure.  Our  limited  space 
forbids  our  entering  upon  their  consideration ;  we  can  do  no  more  than 
recommend  this  division  of  the  work  to  the  careful  observation  of  all 
such  as  desire  accurate  knowledge  on  this  important  branch  of  the 
subject. 
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The  third  part  is  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  In&ntile  Syphilis, 
including  a  full  notice  of  the  different  ways  in  which  the  disease  may  be 
communicated  from  parent  to  child  or  from  the  child  to  its  norse.  The 
new-bom  child,  he  observes,  may  be  infected  by  tiie  mother,  father,  or  the 
nurse,  from  either  of  which  sources  of  contamination  the  in&nt  may 
imbibe  the  poison  of  the  disease. 

In  the  treatment,  Yidal  strongly  advises  the  direct  mercurial, — ^that  is, 
giving  mercury  at  once  to  the  diild  rather  than  to  the  nune,  as  being 
more  certain  and  efficacious,  and  better  adapted  to  arrest  the  rajad  progress 
of  the  disease. 

This  course  of  management  is  the  one  which  we  have  usually  followed 
and  with  the  happiest  results;  at  the  present  writing  we  are  giving  to  an 
infant  who  has  a  oopper-coloied  eruption  on  its  forehead,  minute  doees  of 
corrosive  sublimate,  under  which  the  disease  is  fast  fading  away. 

The  concluding  portion  of  the  volume  is  devoted  to  the  prophylaxis 
of  the  venereal  disease ;  but  our  notice  of  the  work  has  already  extended 
too  far,  and  we  must  conclude  by  recommending  the  entire  treatase  to  our 
readers.  To  the  translator,  the  work  is  indebted  for  many  copious  and 
valuable  notes,  embodying  the  views  and  experience  of  some  of  the  most 
eminent  living  European  and  American  writers  upon  the  disease.  The 
colored  plates  are  remarkably  well  executed.  Y. 

CMvanism  ;  its  Applieatton  as  a  Remedial  Agent.    By  0.  H.  Cleave- 
LAND,  M.  D.    New  York:   8.  W.  Benedict,  printer,  1853.    pp.  96. 

Thb  main  and  avowed  object  of  this  little  pamphlet  is  to  bring  befora 
the  profession  an  abdominal  supporter,  in  whi(Ui  the  writer  has  be«>me  in* 
tareeted,  the  principal  peculiarity  of  which  is  a  galvanic  attachment,  but 
which  is  abo  said  to  possess  mechanical  advantages  over  those  in  com- 
mon use.  The  galvanic  action  is  accomplished  by  a  peculiar  combina* 
tion  of  the  zinc  and  copper  lining  to  the  pads,  and  their  connection  by 
means  of  steel  conductors,  which  act  at  the  same  time  as  springs.  The 
power  of  the  apparatus  is  shown  by  the  fSftct,  stated  by  Dr.  0.,  £at  there 
I  are  few  patients  to  whom  the  instrument  can  be  applied  to  the  surfiuse 

'  continuously  for  twenty-four  hours  without  actually  aestroying  the  cuti- 

I  de,  and  producing  active  ulceration.    The  perspiration  ia  tufSicientiy 

I  add  IB  all  cases  to  act  freely  upon  the  metals.    Dr.  G.  wishes  to  h«f<e 

I  ih%  instrument  used  only  under  the  supervision  of  a  scientific  physiciacnv 

I  and  takes  thn  method  of  bringing  it  before  the  profession,  instead  of  the 

I  more  common  one  of  advertisements  and  placards ;  and  in  furtheranoe  of 

his  object,  and  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  attention  of  those  who 
may  not  ba  familiar  with  the  action  of  galvanism  as  a  therapeutic  agent, 
f  has  collected  in  his  pamphlet  the  testimony  of  many  who  have  used  it 

[  in  different  countries,  affording  incontestible  evidence  of  its  value  aa  a  re- 

I  medial  means,  in  various  diseases,  in  proper  hands.    Dr.  G.  does  not 

\  claim  that  galvanism  should  be  used  to  the  exdusion  of  other  means,  nor 

\  that  sudden  cures  should  be  anticipated  from  it  He  claims  for  this  mode 

of  communicating  galvanism  by  means  of  one  pkte  of  metal,  an  advan- 
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tage  over  belts,  cliains,  and  other  modificatioiu  of  tlie  aimple  galvanic  bat- 
teiy,  in  which  but  a  small  amount  of  galvanism  la  generated,  and  the 
inteiuUy  is  increased  by  uniting  as  hrge  a  number  of  these  pairs  of 
metals  as  poasible  in  the  single  circle,  a  form  which,  he  says,  cannot  im- 
part any  great  amount  of  healthftil  energy  to  the  part  to  which  they  are 
applied.  We  consider  the  subject  worthy  of  investigation,  and  hence  our 
notice  of  a  pamphlet,  which,  as  a  mere  business  matter,  would  perhaps 
not  hare  been  proper  for  our  pages. 

We  notice,  by  the  way,  that  Dr.  Robert  Barnes,  of  London,  calls  the 
attention  of  the  profession,  in  a  late  number  of  the  London  Lancet^  to 
the  use  of  galvanism  in  obstetric  practice,  in  the  successive  epochs  of  gea- 
tation  and  parturition.  He  believes  it  to  be  an  absolute  substitute  for 
eigot  in  every  fonn  of  labor  marked  by  defective  uterine  action,  and  in 
every  case  in  which  it  is  desired  to  ezdte  contraction  of  the  uterus.  Dr. 
B.  gives  in  detail  the  special  advantages  of  galvanism  for  this  purpose. 
Ho  thinks  that  repeated  shocks  act  as  a  far  more  efl^tual  and  certain 
stimulus  to  uterine  contractility  than  a  continued  current  Galvanism 
haa  also  been  recently  used  with  success  in  an  ununited  fracture. 

Ur  The  iin«zp«eted  leiigth  of  some  of  our  artteles  compels  ns  to  omit  Mversl 
bibliographical  notices  which  we  had  prepared,  as  well  as  some  interesting 
•itraets  from  jouraalii^  and  items  nnder  our  usual  head  of  varia,  fw  wHich 
we  shall  endeavor  to  find  room  in  oor  next 
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CiTT.  BeUevue  Hosmidl. — Dr.  Forrester  has  resigned  his  situation  as  vis- 
iting physician  of  Bellevue  Hospital  in  consequence  of  ill-health.  The  resig- 
nation was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to  him  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  Quties  as  Visiting  Physician. 

New  York  Ophlhdlmie  Hotpital, — ^From  the  first  annual  report  of  this 
charity,  we  leam  that  eight  honored  and  thirty  patients  have  been  prescribed 
fbr  daring  the  year  185^  which  number,  added  to  seventy  under  treatment  on 
the  Ist  of  January  of  that  year,  makes  an  aggregate  of  just  nine  hundred 
treated  during  the  year.  A  course  of  lectures  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Diseases  of  the  Eye  was  also  given  by  Dr.  Stephenscm*  one  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  institution,  to  a  large  and  highly  respectable  class,  the  avails  of 
which  were  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Hospital.  Twelve  hundred  and 
aeventy-four  patients  have  received  attention  since  the  first  organization  of 
the  charity  in  May  1862.  We  are  glad  to  chronicie  the  suceess  and  inereaa- 
ing  usefulness  of  the  undertaking. 

Medical  Institutian  of  Yak  CoU^^.— The  snnual  examination  of  candidates 
for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  held  at  New  Haven,  on  the  96th  of 
Jaanaiy,  when  ten  were  examined  and  recommended  asdeserving  of  the  honor. 
Dra.  P.  W.  £llsw<Nrth,  of  Hartfoid,  H  N.  Bennett,  of  Bridgeport,  and  J.  G. 
Beekwith,  of  Litchfield  were  the  Examining  Committee  on  the  pni  of  the  Con- 
nectieu^  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Ellsworth  delivered  the  address  to  the  oan<fi- 
dates ;  and  Dra.  Bennett,  and  B  H.  Catlin,  of  Meriden,  were  appointed  to  per- 
form the  same  duty  in  1856  and  1858L 
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Albany  Medical  College. — ^The  spring  eonrae  of  lectures  at  this  institati<m 
eommoDced  on  the  21st  of  Febraaiy,  to  eontinue  sixteen  weeks. 

EditosialMoyimbiits  akd  Chahoes.  New  York  Journal  of  Pharmacy. — 
This  jonrnal,  which  has  just  closed  the  second  year  of  its  existence,  has  passed 
from  the  editorship  of  Dr.  McCready,  and  from  under  the  patrona^  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  of  this  city,  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Thomaa  Antisell,  who 
is  to  be  aided  bv  Prof.  Torrey,  Dr.  C.  Enderlin,  and  Messrs.  Edward  N.  Kent 
and  Benjamin  Canavan.  The  work  is  enlarged,  and  much  improved  in  its  tvpo- 
mphical  appearance,  and  is  to  give  its  readers  48  pagea  monthljr,  and  of  an 
Increased  aizo  of  page  of  type.  With  these  advantagea,  and  with  the  pros- 
pect  of  great  improvement  in  the  contents  of  the  pages,  we  trust  that  it  wtR 
prove  worthy  of  our  great  city,  and  do  much  towards  the  promotion  of  science 
UL  ita  own  neld. 

WtMtetn  Journal  cf  Medicine  and  Surgery. — A  new  series  of  this*  joumsl 
.published  at  Louisville,  Ey.,  and  edited  by  Prof.  L.  P.  Yandell,  was  commenced 
on  the  Ist  of  Jan.  The  old  series,  which  numbered  twenty^ight  volumes, 
having  been  brought  to  an  abrupt  close  by  a  fire  in  the  printing  office^  in  No- 
vember last  The  price  haa  been  reduced  from  five  dollars  to  thrfo  dollars 
a  year,  for  which  amount  eighty  pages  will  be  furnished  monthly.  The  char- 
acter of  the  editor  and  the  aid  which  he  has  at  hand  from  hia  colleagues,  give 
promise  of  a  periodical  of  interest  and  of  value. 

Journal  of  the  Virginia  State  Medical  Society. — Dr.  J.  P.  Atkinson  has 
been  appointed  the  financial  editor  of  this  Journal,  to  be  issued  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Virginia.  The  assistant  editors  are 
Drs.  Bolton,  Lewis,  Cabell,  Thweat,  Marx,  and  C.  Johnson. 

The  **  Journal  Committee"  of  the  Society  have  purchased  the  Stethoscope 
and  Virginia  Medical  Gazette,  published  at  Richmond,  and  edited  by  Dr. 
Gooeh,  which  la  hereafter  to  be  the  orsmn  of  the  Society.  His  eonfrdres  will 
regret  to  learn  of  the  withdrawal  of  Dr.  G.  from  a  post  which  he  filled  with 
so  much  independence  and  industry. 

fttrk 

Weekly  Mortality,  Citt. — ^For  the  week  ending  Jan.  38th,  443  : — consump- 
tion, 56;  spoplexy,  9;  congestion  of  brain,  11;  inflammation  of  brain,  9; 
pneumonia,  38 ;  scarlet  fever,  15;  measles,  11;  small  pox,  86;  croup,  14; 
convulsions,  38;  puerperal  fever,  3;  typhus  fever,  7.  For  the  week  ending 
Feb.  4th,  491 :  consumption,  68  ;  apoplexy,  7 ;  congestion  of  brain,  7 ;  pnen- 
monia,  37;  congestion  of  lungs,  9,  scaHet  fever,  13;  measles,  10;  small- 
pox,  88;  croup,  15;  convulsions  (infantile),  40 ;  typhus  fever  (including 
**typhoid*'),  io.  For  the  week  ending  Feb.  11th,  496 :— consumption, 56 ; 
apoplexy,  8;  inflammation  of  brain,  7;  pneumonia,  18;  scarlet  fever,  17; 
measles,  11;  smalUpox,  57;  varioloid,  3,  croup,  19;  convulsions,  51 ;  puer- 
peral fever,  4 ;  typhus  fever  (including ^typhoid**),  10.  For  the  week  end* 
ingFeb.  1 8th,  537: — consumption,  71 ;  apoplexy,  3;  inflammation  of  brain, 
13;  oongeation  of  brain,  13:  pneumonia,  33;  scarlet  fever,  36;  measles, 
5;  small  pox,, 43;  varioloid,  1;  croup^  13;  convolaions  (infantile),  39; 
puerperal  fever,  6 ;  typhus  fever  (including  **  iyphoid'*)t  13. 

Bbooklth. — For  the  week  ending  Jan.  38th, 66  :— adults,  31;  childrra, 
44.  For  the  week  ending  Feb.  4th,  63 :— adults,  38 ;  children,  40.  for  the 
week  endinff  Feb.  lltb,  68;— «daUs,3l;  children,  47.  For  the  week  end- 
ing  Feb.  18(11,  58:-4dulU,3] ;  children,  37. 
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Com  of  Lithotomy.  Nucleated  Calculi.  By  W.  H.  Van  Bub  «k,  M.  D. 
Prof.  Anat  Univ.  N.  York,  Surgeon  N.  Y.  Hospital,  &c 

[Continued  from  VoL  II,  No.  12,  Sept.  1868,  p.  869.] 

Stone  in  the  bladdery  of  large  size^  formed  upon  a  foreign  body  intro- 
duced into  the  organ ;  lithotomy ;  recovery  from  the  operation ; 
death  subsequently  from  thoracic  disease.* 

J..BRINEXRH0F7,  20  jeaTS  of  age,  bom  in  New  Jersey,  was  admitted, 
July  31st,  1858,  into  2d  Surgical  Division  (Dr.  Van  Buren  in  attendance). 
He  is  a  thin,  cadaverous-looking  young  man,  of  shy  manners,  and  appa- 
rently of  a  very  low  grade  of  intelligence.  The  history  of  his  case  ia 
derived  mainly  from  a  letter  addressed  by  his  attending  physician,  Dr. 
Chas.  Hasbrouck,  of  Schraalenberg,  N.  J.,  to  Dr.  Van  Buren,  when  th« 
patient  was  commissioned  to  his  care. 

The  boy  had  been  complaining  in  an  obscure  and  unsatisfactory  way, 

for  several  years  past ;  he  was  evidently  suffering  very  constantly,  and  had 

grown  thin  ;  was  solitary  in  his  habits,  and  exceedingly  uncommunicative^ 

BO  that  his  parents  could  get  no  clue  to  the  cause  of  his  complaints,  which 

he  attributed  in  a  vague  manner  to  his  urinary  organs.     His  sufferings 

increased,  and  he  had  an  attack  of  hemoptysis  ;  and  finally,  under  the 

alarm  which  the  latter  symptom  gave  rise  to,  he  confessed  that  nearly 

£ve  years  before,  a  lad  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  playing,  pushed 

a  piece  of  a  slate  pencil,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  into  the  orifice  of 

his  urethra,  that  it  slipped  beyond  his  reach  and  he  never  saw  it  again, 

but  ahordy  afterwards  was  taken  with  more  frequent  desire  to  urinate 

than  was  usual  for  him,  and  each  effort  to  pass  his  water  was  followed  by 

*  This  ease  is  taken,  with  a  few  alterations  and  additions,  from  the  records  of 
llM  K.  Y.  Hospital. 
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^eyere  pain  and  straining.  Since  that  period  he  had  never  been  free  from 
pain  about  the  bladder,  and  in  passing  water;  and  the  consciousness  of 
the  foolish  cause  of  his  suffering,  of  which  he  was  no  doubt  himself  dM 
author,  made  him  shy  and  uncommunicative  in  regard  to  it  He  con- 
fessed also  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  self  abuse,  both  before  the 
accident  detailed  above,  and  also  to  a  much  greater  degree  since ;  in  fact, 
of  late  years  he  seems  to  have  been  unable  to  keep  his  hands  away  from 
his  genital  organs. 

After  admission  into  the  Hospital,  he  was  found  to  have  a  calculus  of 
considerable  size  in  his  bladder,  which  was  readily  felt  by  the  sound,  and 
he  presented  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  disease.  His  bladder  was 
in  a  very  good  condition.  His  general  health  was  good,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  slight  cough,  and  slight  flatness  under  the  left  clavicle. 
Pulse  regular,  and  appetite  good. 

On  consultation,  it  was  determined  to  give  him  the  chance  of  the  re- 
moval of  his  calculus ;  and  accordingly  on  the  6lh  August,  he  was  opera- 
ted upon  by  Dr.  Van  Buren,  by  the  lateral  method,  vrith  the  knife. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  withdrawing  the  calculus,  although  its  dimen- 
sion exceeded  the  average  size  of  urinary  calculL 

A  section  was  made  of  the  stone  whilst  still  wet,  by  M.  Luer,  and  in 
its  centre  was  found  the  slate-pencil  passed  into  the  bladder  five  years  be- 
fore, thus  proving  the  patient^s  statement.  The  adjoining  woodcut  will 
give  an  idea  of  its  dimen^ons.  Its  weight  (Apoth.)  is  3  oz.  5  dr.  11  grs.; 
length,  2f  in. ;  breadth,  2^  ;  thickness,  1}. 
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The  bladder  was Byringed  out  with  tepid  water;  a  bandage  passed 
around  the  patient's  leg ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  well  recovered  from 
the  influence  of  the  ether,  which  was  employed  during  the  operation,  he 
was  removed  to  his  bed,  and  an  anodyne  administered.  No  perceptible 
ahock  was  caused  by  the  operation. 

The  patient  did  perfectly  well  until  the  eighth  day  after  the  opera- 
tion, when  he  had  an  attack  of  pneumonia  in  the  left  lung.  This  limited 
iteelf  on  the  eleventh  day,  and  he  did  well  again  for  a  week ;  but  he 
conliniied  to  have  unpleasant  symptoms,  recurring  from  time  to  time  on 
the  left  side  of  the  chest,  which  rendered  his  recovery  exceedingly  slow; 
and,  at  the  end  of  a  month,  urine  was  still  passing  through  the  wound, 
although  the  latter  had  contracted  down  to  a  mere  fistulous  tract  He 
waa  now  also  annoyed  by  a  bed-sore  over  the  sacrum,  which  rendered  it 
neeessafy  to  place  him  upon  a  water-bed. 

Unfortunately,  during  the  fifth  week,  the  patient  was  attacked  by 
diarrhcea,  which  soon  rendered  his  situation  exceedingly  critical.  Froni 
this  time  h%  continued  to  run  down,  in  spite  of  our  e^rts,  and  finally 
died  on  the  16th  September. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  wound  through  which  the  stone 
had  been  extracted  was  with  difficulty  traversed  by  a  slender  probe,  the 
bladder  and  contents  of  the  pelvis  being  all  healthy.  The  left  lung  was 
very  much  compressed  by  a  very  large  collection  of  pus  which  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  middle  or  posterior  mediastinum ;  there  was  also  a  limit- 
ed abscess  in  the  pleura  of  the  left  side.    Right  side  of  chest  healthy. 

The  case  just  detailed  is  not  the  only  one  which  I  have  encountered 
in  which  a  urinary  calculus  has  been  formed  upon  a  foreign  body  intro- 
duced into  the  bladder  from  without  In  one  of  the  present  series  of 
cases  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  broken  end  of  a  catheter  became 
encrusted  with  urinary  salts  so  as  to  form  a  calculus,  which  was  subse- 
quently removed  by  the  Hthotrite  (Med.  Times,  Vol.  II.,  No.  8,  May, 
1853). 

About  six  years  ago,  I  operated  upon  an  aged  man,  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, by  lithotomy,  for  the  extraction  of  a  calculus  of  large  size,  which 
was  found  to  have  been  formed  upon  a  nucleus  which,  from  its  unusual 
jKod  grotesque  character,  I  suspect  to  be  an  unique  specimen  in  the  his- 
tory of  urinary  calculi.  The  case  was  made  public  at  the  time  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  N.  Y.  Pathological  Society,  published  in  the  N.  Y. 
Journal  of  Medicine ;  but  in  consequence  of  its  rare  and  curious  charac- 
ter, I  subjoin  a  wood  engraving  of  the  nucleus  in  the  present  connec- 
tion. 
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It  is  a  head  of  wheaten  straw,  complete  in  its  proportions,  and  fiuth- 
fiilly  represented  by  the  artist,  with  fragments  of  the  urinary  salts  (triple- 
phosphates)  still  encrusted  upon  it.  The  calculus,  which  was  of  a  very 
friable  consistence,  was  crushed  by  the  forceps  whilst  it  was  being  with- 
drawn from  the  bladder,  and  the  nucleus  alone  is  represented  in  the 
engraving.  Its  extremity  was  evidently  folded  upon  itself;  and,  thus 
bent,  it  is  more  than  two  inches  in  length.  From  the  partial  confessions 
of  the  patient,  I  surmise  that  this  strange  substance  found  its  way  into 
his  bladder  in  the  following  manner :  he  was  a  pauper,  in  the  habit  of 
sleeping  upon  a  straw  bed,  and  a  very  old  man.  As  is  not  unfrequently 
the  habit  of  old  men  of  this  class,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  provoking 
what  remained  of  his  capacity  for  sexual  excitement  by  such  odd  means 
as  his  fancy  suggested ;  and,  with  this  object  no  doubt,  he  one  night 
drew  out  a  straw  from  his  bed-sack,  and  introduced  the  end  to  which 
the  stalk  had  been  attached  into  his  urethra.  The  beard  and  husks 
upon  the  straw  gave  him  pain  in  attempting  to  withdraw  it^  and  he 
probably  dropped  asleep  without  removing  it  The  motions  of  his  body 
during  sleep  forced  the  straw  onwards  into  the  urethra  beyond  his 
reach ;  and  ultimately,  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  of  itft  husks 
and  barbs,  it  reached  his  bladder,  where,  of  course,  it  soon  became  en- 
crusted with  the  salts  of  the  urine. 

121  Blsscker  St.,  March  20th,  1854. 
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New  Yobk,  March  20, 1854. 
J)k.  Bulkley: — 

DsAK  Sir, — As  on  a  recent  occasion,  when  I  related  the  following  case, 
Ton  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  were  points  of  interest  in  it  which 
should  not  be  lost,  I  have  hastily  drawn  np  an  oatline  report  of  the  same, 
which  is  at  your  disposal. 

For  the  description  of  the  postmortem  appearances,  I  am  indebted  to 
the  kindness  of  Dr.  Lidell,  who  conducted  the  examination  for  me. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  L.  BlADLS. 

Case  of  Hemiplepiay  witikaut  apoplectic  iymptomSyfive  days  after  FartU' 
ritum^  terminating  fatally  in  sixteen  days,  with  extensive  extravasa- 
tion of  blood  in  the  left  cerebrum, 

Mrs.  T ,  aged  37  years,  of  highly  nervous  temperament,  preg- 

aantfor  the  third  time,  after  having  suffered  somewhat  severely  for  some 
days  from  symptoms  of  hepatic  and  gastric  derangement,  was  on  the 
15th  of  January,  prematurely  delivered  of  a  small  child,  after  a  natural 
and  pnusually  easy  labor.  From  this  time  the  symptoms  of  restlessness^ 
slight  fever,  nausea,  and  torpor  of  the  bowels  from  which  she  had  suffered, 
became  day  by  day  less  troublesome,  till  on  the  20th  she  was  so  far 
recovered  as  to  express  herself  as  feeling  much  better,  and  had  some  de- 
aire  for  food.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  she  said  she  feared,  from 
her  sensations,  that  she  was  about  being  attacked  with  palsy ;  and  almost 
immediately  afterwards  it  was  found  that  she  was  unable  to  speak ;  I 
saw  her  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  after,  and  found  her  pale,  cool,  the 
pnlse  frequent  and  feeble,  perfectly  hemiplegic  on  the  right  side,  unable 
to  torn  her  head  or  move  her  position,  entirely  conscious,  and  manifesting 
great  mental  distress  at  her  situation.  There  was  not  any  distortion  of 
the  features ;  she  was  able  to  protrude  the  tongue  without  lateral  devia- 
tion. In  a  few  hours  the  system  re-acted ;  the  skin  became  natural  in 
temperature,  the  pulse  less  frequent  and  increased  in  volume,  and  deg- 
lutition, before  difiScult,  comparatively  easy. 

For  eleven,  days  the  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  patient  were  not 
material,  but  apparently  for  the  better.  She  was  more  comfortable,  passed 
aome  good  nights,  and  was  able  to  rotate  the  head,  showed  some  signs 
of  aensation  in  the  paralyzed  side,  and  took  her  nourishment  with  more 
lelish.  An  extensive  miliary  eruption  now  occurred,  with  free  perspira- 
^tion,  and  other  evidence  of  debility ;  the  deglutition  began  to  be  more 
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difScult,  and  the  respiration  more  frequent  and  less  full.  These  symp- 
toms continued  to  increase  till  the  power  of  swallowing  was  entirely 
lost,  and  the  respiration  became  rapid  and  imperfectly  performed,  and 
on  the  5th  of  February,  sixteen  days  from  the  occurrence  of  the  palsy^ 
she  died,  exhausted. 

From  the  invasion  of  the  disease  up  to  a  few  moments  previous  to 
death,  the  intellect  appeared  unimpaired ;  she  signified  her  wants,  showed 
by  expressions  of  her  face  likes  or  dislikes,  and  responded  by  signs  to 
questions  when  asked. 

AuTOPsr,  thirty  hours  after  death.     Cadaver  pale  and  emaciated. 

Htod,  Skull  thick ;  dura  mater  normal ;  on  removing  dura  mater, 
BO  as  to  bring  the  convexity  of  the  cerebrum  into  view,  the  surface  of  the 
right  hemisphere  presented  a  pale,  jelly-like  appearance  from  extravasa* 
tion  of  limpid  serum  beneath  the  visceral  arachnoid ;  the  surface  of  the 
left  cerebral  hemisphere  presented  the  same  pale,  jelly-like  appearance, 
except  a  space  about  four  inches  in  length,  by  nearly  two  inches  in 
breadth  (average),  which  had  a  reddish-brown  color,  as  if  blood  were 
efiiised  beneath  the  visceral  arachnoid ;  this  dark-colored  space  com- 
menced at  the  external  and  upper  extremity  of  the  fissure  of  Silviua,  and 
extended  upward,  backward  and  inward,  over  the  surface  of  the  lefi  cere- 
bral hemisphere,  so  as  to  terminate  at  the  longitudinal  fissure,  afK>at  an 
inch  behind  the  vertex.  On  slicing  down  the  cerebrum,  the  middle  lobe 
of  the  left  hemisphere  was  found  to  be  the  seat  of  a  firm,  dark-colored 
dot  of  blood,  of  an  irregularly  rounded  form,  and  of  great  size — so 
great,  indeed,  as  to  extend  from  the  roof  (corpus  callosum)  of  the  left 
lateral  ventricle  upwards  to  the  convex  surface  of  the  hemisphere,  and 
to  lie  in  contact  with  the  arachnoid,  thus  producing  a  great  part  of  the 
aupeificial  discoloration  already  mentioned.  This  clot  exceeded  a  large 
goose-egg  in  size,  and  had  an  uniform  color  and  consistence.  No  other 
dot  was  discovered,  after  careful  search.  The  ventricles  were  either 
entirdy  empty,  or  contained  only  a  small  quantity  of  pale  serum.  Hie 
substance  of  the  whole  brain  was  somewhat  firmer  than  natural.  The 
little  vessels  traversing  the  interior  of  the  organ  were  also  somewhat 
dilated,  which  was  evidenced  by  their  open  mouths  on  the  cut  surface  of 
the  slices. 

Thorax.  The  right  lung  was  highly  oedematous ;  its  posterior  third 
also  had  a  dark-brown  color,  and  was  pretty  firm  in  feel,  presenting^ 
considerable  resemblance  to  hepatization.  On  incision,  fine  bubUea  oT 
air  could  still  be  expressed,  so  &at  this  partial  solidification  seemed  to  b» 
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due  to  the  gravitation  of  blood  and  serum  into  the  most  depending 
portion  of  the  organ,  during  the  last  days  of  the  patient's  life.  This 
appearance  differed  considerably  from  that  presented  by  the  ordinary 
pulmonic  sugillation.  The  left  lung  was  normal.  In  accounting  for  the 
differences  between  the  concUtions  of  the  two  lungs,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  patient  had  paralysis  of  the  right  side  (hemiplegia).  The 
heart  exhibited  a  moderately  fat  exterior ;  the  mitral  valve  was  consid- 
erably thickened  and  stiffened  by  old  fibrinous  deposit  between  its  layers,. 
which,  however,  did  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  abundant  to  seriously 
impair  the  performance  of  its  function.  In  other  respects  the  heart  was- 
sound. 

Abdomen.  The  liver  was  large,  and  exhibited  cirrhosis  in  an  early^ 
stage,  t.  e.  the  stage  of  contraction  or  shrinking  had  fairly  commenced. 
The  kidneys  were  rather  small,  their  capsules  appeared  to  be  slightly 
thickened,  and  their  exterior  was  colored  pale-yellow,  tinged  with  pink. 
On  opening  one  of  them  by  longitudinal  incision,  the  whole  cortical  or 
secreting  portion  was  found  to  present'  the  same  color  as  the  exterior. 
On  microscopical  examination,  the  secreting  cells  were  found  to  be 
granular. 


163  WooBter  street,  N.  F.,  Feb.  8/A,  1864. 

Dr.  Bulkley,. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

In  your  "  Extracts  from  Journals,"  for  the  February  number  of  the 
Medical  Times,  I  find  a  case  of  ^Poisoning  by  Creosote."  .An  Irish  wo- 
man who,  for  some  slight  trouble,  had  taken  two  pills  from  a  quack,  as  I 
learn,  had  had  twenty  stools,  and  constant  vomiting,  up  to  the  time  I  saw 
her,  six  hours  after.  This  vomiting  lasted  for  about  three  weeks,  inces- 
santly, during  which  she  took  little  food,  and  retained  nothing.  I  gave 
her  first,  three  opium  pills  at  two-hour  intervals,  then  two  grs.  calomel, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia,  every  four  hours,  till  she 
had  taken  six  of  these  powders ;  afterward,  hydrocyanic  acid,  gtts.  iii. 
every  two  hours  for  a  day ;  then  strychnia,  gr.  \  every  four  hours,  four 
tames ;  wood  naptha,  a  half-drachm  every  three  hours,  three  times.  Hy- 
drocyanic acid  again ;  and  finally,  5  Creosote,  3  i-*  Syrup  Simp.  §  i.,  M. 
A  teaspoonfuli  every  two  hours,  till  the  vomiting  was  relieved. 

Previously,  to  the  list  above  given,  add  opium  in  2  gr.  suppositories, 


332  Case  of  Scalding.  [April, 

soda  water  (sanaparilla)  36  bottles  (which  she  would  drink).    Pounded 
■ice,  internallj  and  externallj,  sinapisms,  blisters,  iec 

The  prostration  consequent  upon  this  large  dose  of  creosote  was  veiy 
g^eat ;  she  complained  of  giddiness,  excessive  thirst,  and  burning  in  the 
stomach  and  chest.  She  Tomited  after  the  first  teaspoonfull,  but  once.  I 
ordered  that  she  should  drink  nothing,  as  during  the  whole  illness ;  but 
this  time  my  advice  was  strictly  followed.  After  the  second  teaspoonfall 
there  was  no  vomiting.  At  the  next  period  she  took  but  a  half-tea- 
spoonfiill ;  at  the  proper  interval  she  again  took  a  half-teaspoonfoli. 
After  this  ^he  said,  ^^  she  would  drink  if  it  killed  her,  and  would  take  no 
more  medicine,  it  burned  her  stomach  so ;"  but  she  did  not  vomit  again, 
till  the  next  day,  then  but  once,  in  consequence  of  too  freely  eating 
•chicken  broth,  and  once  subsequently. 

Some  years  ago,  I  reported  in  the  Annalist,  several  cases  of  obstinaid 
Tomidng  arrested  by  creosote,  after  all  other  remedies  had  failed.  I  have 
given  it  in  some  half-dozen  cases,  but  never  in  so  protracted  a  case  as  the 
above-narrated  one,  though  in  this  no  blood  was  discharged,  and  in  that 
respect  was  less  formidable  than  others  tbatj  I  have  witnessed ;  neither 
iiave  I  ever  before  ventured  to  give  such  large  doses. 

Truly  yours, 

AUGUSTUS  K.  GARDNER. 


Dr.  H.  D.  Bulkley. 

Dear  Sir, — I  furnish  you,  at  your  desire,  with  the  report  of  the  case 
of  scalding  which  recently  occurred  in  my  practice ;  I  was  looking  up 
some  similar  cases  I  remember  having  seen,  but  cannot  now  lay  my  hand 
on  them. 

A.  E.,  a  little  girl  of  two  years  and  a  half,  applied  her  mouth  to  the 
pipe  of  a  pot  full  of  hot  coffee,  and  tried  to  drink.  The  mother  stood 
by,  and  says  it  could  not  have  been  more  than  a  second  before  she 
snatched  her  away.  The  child  cried  much  at  first ;  but  after  giving 
her  some  sweet  oil  and  molasses,  she  became  easier ;  and  the  mother  did 
not  think  her  hurt,  until  the  next  morning,  when  I  was  called  in,  about 
eighteen  hours  afterwards.  The  child  was  lying  in  a  comatose  sleep, 
face  red  and  swollen,  sclerotica  injected,  pulse  full  and  hard,  not  much 
accelerated,  the  inspiration  much  more  laborious  than  the  expiration. 
On  examination  of  the  fauces,  I  found  a  large  blister  blocking  them  up 
•effectually,  so  that  I  could  not  see  the  uvula  or  velum  palati.    On  preanng 
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4owii  the  tongue  with  a  spoon,  the  blister  broke,  giving  vent  to  a  quan- 
tity of  yellow  serum,  and  causing  an  instantaneous  relief  from  the  sufib- 
<»toTy  symptoms.  I  found  now  that  the  tongue  was  not  at  all  scalded, 
the  blister  coming  down  from  the  palate,  like  a  curtain,  and  involving  the 
nvula  and  all  the  soft  parts  around.  The  scald  healed  very  kindly  under 
the  use  of  cold  water.  Yours  truly,  C.  H. 


ilinBfital  3Rejrartfi. 


Clinical  remarks  on  the  eases  in  the  First  Surgical  Division  of  the  New 
York  Hospital  during  the  months  of  October  and  November,  1853. 
By  Thomas  M.  Markob,  M.  D.,  Attending  Surgeon. 

Selected  Cases. — Reported  by  Mr.  Geo.  E.  S.  Keator. 

Case  I. —  Wour^  of  knee  joint, — October  31.  This  old  man,  gen- 
tlemen, presents  us  with,  an  illustration  of  the  danger  of  neglecting 
wounds  of  a  joint.  He  received,  several  days  before  his  admission,  a 
wound  from  an  axe  upon  the  outer  aspect  of  the  knee  joint,  which  pene- 
trated its  cavity.  The  surface  wound  was  about  an  inch  long,  probably 
the  wound  in  the  joint  was  much  smaller.  It  appeared  to  him  so  trifling, 
that  he  continued  to  go  about  on  the  limb  for  three  days,  in  spite  of  a 
good  deal  of  pain  and  soreness  on  moving  the  joint.  This  has  now  be- 
come so  bad,  however,  that  he  can  keep  about  no  longer.  The  wound, 
you  see,  does  not  look  badly.  From  its  surface  has  been  seen  to  exude 
some  synovial  fluid,  showing  that  the  joint  cavity  has  been  opened.  The 
cavity  of  the  joint  is,  you  observe,  distended  with  fluid,  the  whole  region 
is  hot  and  tender  to  the  touch,  and  very  painful  on  the  slightest  move- 
ment Simple  inflammation  of  the  knee  joint,  then,  has  taken  place  in 
consequence  of  this  neglected  Vound.  The  limb  has  been  placed  on  this 
double-inclined  plane  with  a  view  to  secure  its  perfect  rest.  A  dozen 
leeches  will  be  applied  at  soon  as  possible ;  and  a  cooling  lotion  of  muri- 
ate of  ammonia,  alcohol,  and  water,  in  the  proportion  of  3  i*  of  the  first, 
5  iv.  of  the  second,  to  Oj.  of  the  water,  will  be  laid  lightly  over  the  joint 

November  7th.  Since  our  last  visit,  this  case  has  assumed  a  new  in- 
terest The  remedies  employed  seemed  to  have  good  effect.  The  inflam- 
matory symptoms  subsided  in  the  knee,  leaving  only  a  moderate  degree 
of  distention  of  the  synovial  sac.  The  old  man's  general  condition, 
however,  has  not  equally  improved.  He  is  restless,  with  slight  feverish 
re-action,  his  tongue  is  pasty,  and  he  has  no  relish  for  food.  He  says  he 
4oes  not  feel  well.    Within  a  day  or  two  the  swelling  has  increased  on 
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ihe  inner  side  of  the  knee  joints  and  now  has  extended  up  to  the  thigfh,  a 

food  deal  higher  than  the  upper  limb  of  the  synovial  capsule.  Deep 
nctuation  can  be  felt  in  this  swelling,  which  reaches  from  tne  middle  of 
the  thigh  down  to  the  knee.  At  the  same  time,  if  we  look  below  the 
patella,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  joint  where  the  swelling  was  most  evid- 
ent in  the  first  instance,  we  find  it  has  disappeared.  From  all  this  I  infer 
that  though  the  original  inflammation  has  subsided  in  the  joint,  the  irri- 
tation has  passed  by  contiguous  sympathy  to  the  tissues  outside  of  the 
joint,  and  has  there  rapidly  determined  the  formation  of  this  larger  col- 
lection of  matter.  That  the  formation  of  this  abscess  is  due  to  irritation 
spreading  from  the  joint,  and  not  to  the  original  wound,  seems  to  me  evident 
from  the  fact  that  the  abscess  has  formed  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  op- 
posite to  the  wound,  which,  you  see,  is  on  the  inside  of  the  limb.  Sup- 
puration occurring  Uius,  outside  of  an  inflamed  joint,  is  not  uncommon.  In 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  cases  of  white-swelling  in  which  abscees 
occurs  about  the  diseased  joint,  the  collections  of  matter  are  entirely  ex- 
ternal to  and  have  no  communication  with  the  diseased  synovial  cavity. 
The  same  I  believe  to  be  veiy  oflen  true  in  traumatic  inflammation  of 
the  joints,  of  which  this  is  an  example.  With  regard  to  treatment,  it  is 
evident  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  m  evacuating  this  abscess.  (A  deep 
incision  made  into  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  giving  exit  to  a  pint  of  fair 
pus.)  For  the  present  a  poultice  will  be  applied ;  and  I  will  only  say  by 
way  of  prognosis,  that  altnough  this  abscess  is  less  unfavorable  than  it 
would  be  if  the  suppuration  were  within  the  Joint,  yet  it  is  so  large,  and 
has  formed  bo  rapidly,  that  I  am  afraid  it  may  prove  too  much  for  the  old 
man. 

November  11th — ^The  knee  being  raised  on  the  inclined  plane,  the 

Eus  is  burrowing  up  the  thigh.  The  limb,  therefore,  you  see  I  have  had 
lid  straight  on  the  bed,  and  the  walls  of  the  abscess  brought  together 
with  a  many-tailed  bandage.  The  suppuration  is  beginning  to  tell  on 
the  patient's  general  health;  and  he  is,  therefore,  on  a  generous  diet  with 
moderate  stimulants. 

November  14th — You  observe  to-day  a  very  unfavorable  change  in  the 
appearance  of  this  old  man.  In  fact  he  is  running  down  rapidly,  from 
the  eflects  of  the  great  discharge  from  the  abscess.  This  discharge,  you 
see,  has  not  the  look  of  pus  at  all,  it  is  a  dark,  thin,  sanious  looking  serum 
of  an  exceedingly  fetid  order.  This  discharge  alone  would  show  that  no 
healthy  reparation  was  going  on.  The  knee  joint  appears  to-day  to  be 
distended  again,  and  I  thence  infer  that  a  communication  has  formed 
between  the  abscess  and  the  joint  To  add  to  the  unfavorable  tenden- 
des  in  this  case,  diarrhsea  has  set  in.  The  discharges  are  thin,  serous,  but 
fcecal,  and  are  not  attended  with  much  pain.  This  form  of  diarrhea  you 
have  had  occasion  to  notice  in  several  of  the  cases  of  exhausting  disesse 
which  you  have  been  studying  with  me ;  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  evidences  of  failing  constitutional  power,  to  which  jfailure  itself  very 
seriously  contributes. 

November  18th — The  patient  has  died  since  your  last  visit    On  exa- 
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mination,  the  large  abscess  in  the  thigh  was  found  filled  with  the  fetid 
pne  70a  saw  coming  from  the  wound,  mixed  with  shreds  and  flakes  of 
slouffhj  tissue.  A  large  communication  existed  with  the  joint,  the  cavitj 
of  which  was  filled  with  the  same  sort  of  fluid.  The  original  wound^ 
into  the  joint,  was  almost  healed. 

Oabe  n. — Phlegmonous  Erysipelas.  This  poor  fellow  has  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  of  the  arm,  originating  in  a  severe  contusion  received, 
just  above  the  wrist,  a  few  days  ago.  This  man  was  brought  in  yester- 
day with  the  inflammation  completely  developed,  and  it  remains  for  ub 
to  decide  whether  it  is  truly  erysipelas  or  simple  phlegmonous  inflamma- 
tion. If  it  were  simple  inflammation,  its  greatest  intensity  would  be 
around  the  injured  point,  gradually  shading  off  both  up  and  down  the 
limb.  The  margin  of  the  redness  would  have  no  defined  limit,  but  be 
gradually  lost  in  the  healthy  skin.  The  general  symptoms  in  a  man  so 
vigorous  as  he  appears  to  be,  would  in  this  stage  of  the  affection  be 
principally  those  of  irritative  fever  without  prostration.  Here,  how- 
ever, you  see  that,  the  greatest  severity  and  most  threatening  aspect  of 
the  inflammation  is  at  and  above  the  elbow  joint.  Here  we  have  the 
greatest  swelling;  with  livid  redness  and  tension  of  the  tissues,  so  great 
that  this  one  spot  near  the  elbow  is  evidently  about  to  slough  if  the 
tension  is  not  relieved.  On  the  arm,  too,  you  see  the  color  of  5ie  mar- 
gin of  the  inflammation  is  as  vivid  as  at  any  other  point ;  this  margin  is 
distinct  and  decided,  and  the  skin  immediately  beyond  is  perfectly 
healthy.  If  we  do  not  succeed  in  stopping  its  progress,  this  mai^n  will 
spread  indefinitely,  increasing  thereby  the  area  of  we  disease,  and  there- 
fore its  danger.  The  constitutional  symptoms,  too,  are  of  the  gravest 
character.  He  lies  partly  insensible,  stupid  at  any  rate,  with  a  pulse  of 
120,  quick  and  feeble.  He  is  exceedingly  restless.  His  countenance  is 
haggard  and  anxious,  and  he  has  the  appearance  of  a  man  sufifering 
from  some  severely-depressing  influence.  Taking  these  circumstances 
into  view,  the  case  is  clearly  one  of  erysipelas.  This  distinction  is  im- 
portant both  as  regard  to  treatment  and  prognosis.  In  simple  inflamma- 
tion, we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  moderate  the  inflammatory  action  in 
the  part  affected,  by  leeching,  poultices,  <fcc.,  making  incisions  to  relieve 
tension  or  evacuate  matter  as  may  be  required,  which  being  done,  the 
inflammation  has  a  tendency  to  subside.  In  erysipelas,  however,  we 
have  not  only  to  meet  promptly  the  local  dangers ;  but  we  must  prevent 
the  mischief  from  spreading,  which  it  has  so  great  a  tendency  to  do.  We 
must  also,  by  a  generous  and  supporting  treatment,  sustain  the  failing 
powers  of  the  constitution,  and  enable  it  to  rally  against  the  disease.  I 
make,  therefore,  two  free  incisions,  one  below  and  one  above  the  elbow. 
Tliis  you  see  at  once  relieves  the  tightly-stretched  skin  and  removes  its 
pressure  from  the  parts  below.  A  blister,  two  and  a  half  inches  broad, 
will  be  made  to  encircle  the  limb  just  above  the  upper  margin  of  the 
disease.  This  been  found  effectual  in  stopping  the  progress  of  erysipelas, 
probably  by  setting  up  a  new  action  in  the  sound  3kin,  with  which  the 
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^rjsipelatous  inflammation  is  incompatible.  The  arm  will  be  covered 
with  an  emollient  poultice.  Moderate  etimulants  will  be  given.  Opium 
and  camphor  will  be  administered  to  allay  nervous  excitement,  and  due 
attention  will  be  given  to  the  actions  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

Monday,  Nov.  1,  The  arm,  you  see,  has  much  improved,  and  in  no 
respect  more  than  in  its  color,  the  lividity  which  existed  before  the  in- 
cisions were  made  has  all  gone,  and  a  good,  healthy,  arterial  red  has 
replaced  it  No  extension  of  the  sloughing  process  or  of  suppuration 
has  occurred,  I  think,  since  the  tension  was  taken  off.  With  this  local 
improvement,  the  pulse  has  improved  so  much  in  force  and  steadiness 
that  I  think  stimulants  had  better  be  diminished.  Manytailed  bandage 
over  the  poultice  will  now  be  of  advantage  to  give  support  to  the  swoUen 
parts. 

Nov.  14th.    Patient  to-day  is  convalescent 

Casb  in. — Phagedenic  Ulcer  of  Penis,  We  have  here  a  large 
phagedenic  ulcer  of  the  penis.  It  derives  its  name  from  its  rapidly 
progressive  and  destructive  character,  and  is  dangerous  not  only  to  the 
part  involved,  but  sometimes  even  to  life.  The  phagedena  has  attacked 
a  simple  syphilitic  sore  which  was  in  a  fair  way  of  healing,  and  neither 
in  the  original  sore  nor  in  the  patient's  previous  habits  is  there  any  very 
evident  determining  cause  of  this  distressing  disease*  You  perceive  that 
the  ulcer  is  large  and  irregular,  occupying  Uie  glans  as  well  as  the  body 
of  the  penis,  that  its  surface  is  of  a  dirty,  reddish  brown  color,  secreting 
a  thin  sanies,  and  that  the  edges  present  a  dry,  black,  mottled,  and  worm- 
eaten  appearance.  It  is  here  at  this  edge  that  the  principal  destruction 
is  going  on.  The  parts  are  destroyed  so  rapidly  that  a  sori  of  slough 
fornos  of  the  tissues  most  recently  destroyed,  and  the  mischief  proceeds 
by  a  mixed  process  of  ulceration  and  sloughing.  This  is  attended  with 
a  great  amount  of  pain  and  general  disturbance,  so  that  if  the  disease  be 
not  checked,  the  powers  of  life  are  soon  exhausted.  There  is  also,  some- 
times, a  great  deal  of  bleeding  attending  this  destructive  ulceration,  aa 
you  see  in  this  man.  This  bleeding  is  not  generally  serious,  when  it 
comes  from  the  open  surface  of  the  sore ;  but  I  have  seen  it  frightful  in 
a  case  where  phagedena  was  going  on  inside  of  a  prepuce  in  a  state  of 
phymosis.  In  that  case,  no  bleeding  occurred  after  the  prepuce  was 
divided  and  the  ulcerating  surface  freely  exposed.  In  the  treatment  of 
phagedena,  opium  and  escharotics  may  be  said  to  be  the  sheet  anchors. 
Opium  should  be  given,  not  merely  with  a  view  of  allaying  the  pain, 
but  of  bringing  the  whole  system  under  its  effects ;  one  grain  every  two 
hours  or  oftener  is  well  borne,  and  seems  to  exert  an  influence  almost 
specific  on  the  local  disease,  while  its  effects  on  the  system  at  large  aie 
equally  favorable.  This  patient  has  been  taking  this  remedy  for  several 
days,  and  with  the  most  delightful  results.  The  sore  had  begun  to  diange 
its  character,  had  become  free  from  pain,  the  patient's  general  condition 
improving  at  the  same  time,  so  ^at  he  could  enjoy  his  food  and  get 
good  rest  at  night.    I  am  sorry,  however,  to  perceive,  Uxlay,  along  this 
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margin  tbat  the  phagedena  has  again  commenced,  and  I  fear  we  are 
going  to  have  an  obstinate  and  intractable  case.  Along  with  the  opium 
we  have  used  escharotics,  the  nitric  acid,  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury, 
nitrate  of  silver,  all  with  only  temporary  advantage.  We  will  apply 
powdered  cantharides  freely  oyer  the  whole  ulcerated  surface  night  and 
morning.  The  opium  to  be  continued,  and  the  patient  to  have  as  good 
a  diet  as  he  can  take,  with  two  bottles  of  porter  a  day. 

Oct  17th.  The  cantharides  ordered  a  week  ago,  has,  like  all  the 
other  local  remedies  we  have  used  in  this  case,  produced  only  a  tempo- 
rary improvement.  The  destruction  of  tissue  has  advanced,  and  the 
urethra  nas  been  opened  by  the  separation  of  the  sloughs,  adding  another 
source  of  suffering  to  the  unfortunate  man.  We  are  gaining  nothing, 
and  the  patient  is  daily  losing  ground.  I  propose  therefore  to  try,  very 
cautiously,  a  remedy  which  may  appear  to  you  of  yery  doubtful  propriety. 
I  propose  to  give  him  mercury  in  carefully-watched  doses,  but  to  the 
extent  that  may  be  necessary  to  produce  its  constitutional  effecL  I  can- 
not too  strongly  caution  you  against  the  indiscriminate  use  of  mercury  in 
cases  like  this.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  entirely  inadmissible,  and  partic- 
ularly in  the  earlier  stages  of  phagedenic  ulceration,  its  use  is  likely  to 
increase,  rather  than  diminish,  the  tendency  to  sloughing.  I  think  that 
this  is  one  of  the  exertional  cases,  in  which  we  may  hope  for  benefit 
from  a  mild  mercurial  action.  I  think  so  because  the  active  stage  of  the 
disease  has  degenerated,  as  it  were,  into  a  chronic  and  sluggish  condition, 
the  vascular  action  round  the  diseased  parts  has  very  much  diminished, 
while  the  nervous  sensibility  continues  to  be  controlled  by  opium.  In 
addition  to  these  circumstances,  the  base  upon  which  the  ulceration  is 
now  proceeding  is  firm  and  resisting,  as  you  see,  and,  indeed,  the  disease 
may  now  be  characterized  as  a  phagedenic  ulcer  upon  an  indurated  base. 
Finally,  mercury  offers  us  the  last  resource  in  the  case  which  has  thus  far 
resisted  all  our  remedial  endeavors.  It  is  in  these  intractable  and  indu- 
rated phagadenic  ulcers  that  M.  Ricord  has  found  mercury,  carefully 
administeied,  of  so  very  great  efficacy.  At  the  same  time  that  we  com- 
mence the  mercury,  we  will  omit  all  escharotics,  and  have  emollient  poul- 
tices applied. 

Oct.  31.  Since  the  last  time  I  called  your  particular  attention  to 
this  case  a  great  change  has  been  going  on.  The  mercury  began  to 
sSkc^  his  mouth  on  tl^  third  day,  and  it  was  diminished  in  quantity. 
This  effect  of  the  remedy  has  been  kept  up  ever  since  by  occasional 
doees,  while  the  patient's  strength  has  been  supported  by  a  generous  diet, 
and  porter  or  wine,  as  he  desired  it.  The  change  in  the  sore,  you  can  see 
for  yourselves.  Red  granulations  haye  sprung  up  oyer  most  of  the  surface, 
the  edges  have  a  clean,  moist,  and  even  appearance,  and  you  see  laudable 
pus  covering  the  sore.  Some  sloughs,  it  is  true,  lie  on  the  deeper  parts  of 
the  sore ;  but  these  are  the  effects  of  previous,  not  of  present  disease.  The 
patient's  general  condition,  too,  has  proportionally  improved ;  his  coun- 
tenance is  clear,  his  tongue  moist,  and  he  is  free  from  severe  pain.  This 
change,  however,  has  come  on  very  gradually.    For  several  days  after 
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the  eotbmenoement  of  the  tnercnrj,  no  Apparent  improTement  oocurodf 
and  we  almost  despaired  of  any  good  effect  from  the  remedy.  We  will 
now  suspend  the  mercurial,  and  give  sulphate  of  quinine,  three  grainsy  three 
times  a  day. 

Nov.  11.  The  improvement  in  this  case  has  continued ;  and  we  hare 
now  a  clean  and  healthy  granulating  surface,  with  edges  which  ars 
already  beginning  to  ^catnze.  The  general  condition  of  the  man  is 
also  very  greatly  improved.  Our  main  care  now,  will  be  in  the  healing 
of  the  wound,  to  keep  a  bou^e  in  the  urethra,  to  prevent  its  being  too 
much  contracted  by  Uie  forming  cicatrix. 

Oasb  IV. — Strangulated  direct  Inguinal  Hernia.  This  old  man  has 
this  moment  been  received  into  the  Hospital  with  a  strangulated  inguinal 
hernia.  It  may  seem  rather  a  summary  proceeding  to  place  a  patient  on 
the  operating  table  ^y^  minutes  after  his  admission,  but  I  think  you  will 
justify  our  promptness  when  you  hear  his  history.  His  hernia,  which  had 
existed  for  two  or  three  years,  bad  always  been  reducible ;  and,  in  fact,  had 
given  him  but  little  inconvenience  until  last  Friday,  three  days  ago,  when, 
after  walking  about  a  good  deal,  he  found  he  could  not  return  it  as  usual 
Almost  at  the  same  time,  he  began  to  feel  pain  and  fullness  in  the  abdo- 
men, which  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  He'was,  at  the  time,  on 
a  journey,  which  he  continued,  and  several  hours  after  the  first  incarcera- 
tion he  applied  to  the  surgeon  of  the  town  at  which  he  then  had  arrived. 
The  doctor  attempted  the  reduction,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  patient 
very  foolishly  tooK  another  long  journey  the  next  day,  though  aiiSefing 
very  much,  and  in  the  evening  again  went  to  a  surgeon,  who,  according 
to  his  account,  spent  the  whole  night  with  him,  giving  him  a  variety  of 
remedies,  and  making  efforts  to  reduce  the  hernial  tumor.  Among  other 
things,  chloroform,  or  ether,  was  used,  to  the  extent  of  producing  its 
full  ana^thetic  and  relaxing  influence,  but  without  effect.  In  paaung, 
let  me  remark,  that  such  constant  and  long-continued  efforts  at  reduction, 
can,  under  no  circumstances,  be  justifiable.  The  bruising  and  irritation 
of  the  protruded  intestine,  which  such  an  amount  of  rough  handling  would 
necessarilv  produce,  must  do  more  mischief  than  good,  and  I  think  that 
it  would  be  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  operated  much  for 
strangulated  hernia,  that  a  fatal  result  has  more  often  been  determined  by 
this  cause  than  by  the  accident  itself.  The  patient  now  began  to  find 
himself  in  very  uncomfortable  condition.  His  stomach  had  become  very 
irritable,  so  that  he  could  not  retain  any  food  upon  it  The  tumor  was 
very  tender,  and  the  abdomen  was  distended  and  painful.  No  passage 
from  the  bowels  since  Friday.  Since  yesterdav  morning  he  has  had  at- 
tacks of  vomiting,  and  the  matters  thrown  up  have  a  strong  foecal  odor. 
This  is  called,  as  you  know,  stercoraceous  vomiting,  and  is  caused  by  the 
peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines  becoming  reversed,  so  that  the  contents 
of  the  lower  intestines  are  forced  back  and  thrown  off  by  the  stomach. 
The  smell  of  these  matters  is  commonly  spoken  of  as  fcecal,  but  those  of 
you  who  were  down  in  the  ward  when  the  patient  was  admitted,  had  an 
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opportunity  of  noticing  that  the  smell  was  rather  fetid  and  sourish^  than 
properly  foecal.  This  I  have  always  found  to  be  the.  case.  The  old  man's 
general  condition^  you  see,  is  not  very  bad ;  his  pulse  is  70  and  soft,  and 
his  general  appearance  does  not  indicate  that  serious  mischief  has  as  yet 
occurred.  The  tumor  is  moderately  large,  very  tense,  and  very  tender  to 
the  touch.  On  tracing  it  upward,  its  base  evidently  enters  within  the  ex- 
ternal ring ;  and, on  coughing,  an  impulse  is  communicated  to  it.  A  slight 
gurgling  can  now  and  then  be  perceived  in  it  These  signs,  with  the  pre- 
vious history,  make  out  a  very  clear  case  of  hernia;  and  now  notice,  still 
further,  that  the  tumor  is  entirely  above  Poupart*s  ligament,  and  seems  to 
be  continuous  directly 'backwards  into  the  abdomen,  and  that  the  inguinal 
canal  is  flat  and  empty,  not  containing  a  prolongation  of  the  base  of  the 
tumor  upward,  toward  the  abdomen,  and  you  have  the  evidence  of  its 
being  a  direct,  inguinal,  strangulated  hernia.  Still  further,  though  the 
history  and  symptoms  show  incarceration,  and  consequent  obstruction  of 
a  portion  of  intestine,  yet  there  is  no  rapid  and  feeble  pulse,  nor  sunken, 
anxious  countenance,  nor  jactitation,  nor  hiccup ;  in  fine,  none  of  the  symp- 
toms that  indicate  that  mortification  has  taken  place,  or  even  that  it 
threatens  immediately.  We  may,  therefore,  make  up  our  diagnosis  as 
direct^  inguinal,  strangulated  hernia^  containing  intestine  not  in  a  stats 
of  mortification. 

Since  the  introduction  of  anesthetics,  the  management  of  such  a  case 
as  this  has  become  very  different  from  what  it  was  under  the  old  regime. 
The  practice  formerly  was  to  bleed  the  patient  to  faintness  in  a  warm 
bath,  to  give  him  tartar  emetic,  or  a  tobacco  enema,  in  order  to  produce 
as  complete  a  relaxation  of  the  whole  system  as  possible,  thereby  placing 
the  parts  in  the  most  favorable  condition  for  reduction.  All  this  severe 
medication  has  now  become  unnecessary.  The  full  influence  of  chloro- 
form, or  ether,  produces  a  degree  of  relaxation  equal  to  anything  we  can 
produce  in  any  other  way,  and  has  this  further  advantage,  that  by  ren- 
dering the  patient  insensible,  it  prevents  any  of  that  spasmodic,  semi-vol- 
untaiT  muscular  action  which  the  greatest  fortitude  cannot  always  resist, 
nor  the  strongest  will  prevent  Beside  thus  favoring  the  reduction  of  a 
hernia,  it  places  the  patient  in  a  condition  suitable  for  operation,  if  it 
ahould  prove  necessary,  and,  as  soon  as  the  taxis  fails,  we  may  proceed 
immediately  with  our  incisions.  The  plan  of  procedure,  then,  is  to  inform 
the  patient  that  while  he  is  under  the  influence  of  the  anesthetic  the 
hernia  will  be  reduced,  if  reduction  is  possible ;  and  that  if.  in  this  state 
it  does  not  return,  that  there  is  no  alternative  but  the  operation,  which 
will  be  performed  without  allowing  him  to  return  to  consciousness  till  all 
ia  finished.  This  has  been  fully  explained  to  our  patient,  and  with  his 
consent  we  proceed  to  administer  Uie  ether.  (The  patient  being  fully 
etherized,  the  reduction  was  carefully  attempted  without  success,  and  the 
operation  was  therefore  performed  in  the  usual  way.  The  hernia  was 
found  to  be  direct  inguinal,  and  the  intestine  contained  was  much  con- 
gested, but  without  any  sign  of  mortification.  The  stricture  being  di- 
vided, the  intestine  was  returned,  and  the  wound  carefully  brought  toge- 
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ther  by  fine  sutures,  and  the  parts  covered  with  a  soft  compess,  retained 
in  its  place  bj  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  over  all  a  spica  bandage 
put  on  sufficiently  tight  to  make  moderate  pressure  over  the  external 
abdominal  ring).  The  patient  may  now  be  placed  in  his  bed.  No 
medicine  is  necessary  to  move  the  bowels,  they  will  probably  move  very 
freely  of  their  own  accord,  now  that  the  obstructing  cause  is  removed. 
Ab  soon  as  this  evacuation  takes  place,  a  large  anodyne  may  be  given. 
Our  principal  anxiety  now  is,  lest  peritoneal  inflammation  may  be  lighted 
up,  and,  therefore^  we  enjoin  quiet  and  an  extremely  low  diet 

Thursday,  three  days  after  operation.  Abundant  evacuations  took 
place  during  the  night  after  the  operation;  but  you  observe  that  h» 
belly  is  very  much  distended  with  gas,  that  it  is  tender  on  pressure,  and 
gives  him  a  great  deal  of  distress.  Very  great  tenderness  exists  on  pres- 
sure round  the  wound.  He  has  also  vomited  occasionally,  yesterday  and 
to-day.  This  looks  like  peritonitis,  and  perhaps  may  be  its  precursor ; 
but  the  pulse  is  quick,  the  skin  is  not  hot,  the  countenance  is  clear,  and 
without  anxiety.  He  bears  deep  and  strong  pressure,  you  see,  on  the  ab- 
domen, better  than  a  slight  touch.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  have  nothing 
but  an  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines,  produced  by 
the  obstruction  and  long  retention  of  the  foecal  matters  in  them,  which 
will  subside  in  a  few  days.  I  think  it  best,  however,  to  order  a  dozen 
leeches  round  the  wound,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  focua  from 
which  any  inflammatory  action  would  commence.  A  large  injection  of 
warm  catnip  tea  will  tend  to  relieve  the  flatulent  distention.  A  few  days 
of  careful  regimen  and  diet,  will  bring  about  a  healthy  action  of  the 
intestines,  and  I  think  we  shall  see  all  these  threatening  symptoms 
vanish. 

Monday,  one  week  from  the  operation.  You  can  see  at  a  glance  that 
every  thing  has  gone  well  with  this  old  man  since  your  last  visit  to  him. 
The  flatulence  has  subsided,  and  with  it  the  pain  and  tenderness  have  dis- 
appeared. He  has  had  no  more  nausea  or  vomiting,  his  tongue  is  dean, 
and  he  begins  to  relish  his  food.  The  wound,  you  see,  has  in  part 
healed  by  the  first  intention,  the  rest  is  granulating  finely,  and  will  be 
healed  in  a  few  days.  The  patient,  in  fact,  may  be  considered  well. 
Before  leaving  him,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  induration  which 
can  be  felt  round  the  wound,  which  is  in  progress  of  healing.  This^ 
induration  is  produced  by  lymph  poured  out  about  the  edges  of  the  cut 
tissues,  and  will  ultimately  become  organized,  and  more  or  less  consolid- 
ate all  the  parts  involved  in  the  incision  into  one  mass,  the  induration 
gradually  disappearing  as  the  oiganization  proceeds.  Now,  this  consolid- 
ation of  the  different  layers  surrounding  the  opening  of  the  inguinal 
canal  cannot  but  have  the  effect  of  strengthening  that  opening,  and 
therefore  of  diminishing  the  likelihood  of  future  protrusion.  It  is  there- 
fore fair  to  state  to  your  patient,  after  an  operation  for  strangulated  hernia, 
that  he  will  probably  be  better  off,  and  less  liable  to  protrusion  than  he 
would  have  been  if  no  operation  had  been  performed.  In  a  certain  num- 
ber of  cases  the  cure  is  found  to  be  radical. 
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I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY.  OF  MEDICINE, 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Stated  meeting  held  in  the  University,  March  1,  1854.  President, 
Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  in  the  Chair.  Forty-five  members  present  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Committee  on  Admissions  reported  that  they  had  organized  by 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Beadle  as  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Vandervoort,  Sec- 
retary. 

The  President  stated  that  the  discussion  on  poisoning  by  lead,  which 
was  laid  over  from  the  December  meeting,  would  now  be  in  order. 

Dr.  Stevens  remarked,  that  it  is  well  known  that  when  a  house  is 
newly  painted,  persons  are  very  liable  to  become  sick.  A  popular  reme- 
dy, and  of  its  efficacy  he  could  speak  from  personal  experience  is,  to  place 
several  pails  of  water  in  the  painted  rooms.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
late  Dr.  Mitchell,  that  a  great  many  things  are  contained  in  the  air,  in  a 
volatilized  state.  This  has  been  proved  of  ammonia.  The  first  part  of 
a  shower  will  contain  many  things,  which  will  not  be  observed  after  the 
rain  has  continued  for  some  time.  It  is  a  fact  of  importance  that  in  those 
countries  where  goitre  prevails,  the  rain  water  contains  not  a  particle  of 
iron  ;  this  is  not  the  case  in  other  countries.  It  is  popularly  known  that 
a  wood-fire,  burning  brightly  with  a  strong  draught,  has  less  potash  left 
afler  combustion  than  when  the  wood  burns  slowly.  This  will  explain 
what  is  observed  in  reference  to  many  substances  contained  upon  the 
earth's  surface,  when  potash  is  deficient. 

Dr.  Detmold  said,  he  must  confess  his  ignorance  on  the  subject ;  the 
fiict  that  lead  is  eliminated  after  the  use  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance ;  so  important  in  his  estimation,  that  the  ex- 
periments made  to  ascertain  that  fact  should  be  made  with  the  utmost 
care.  He  would  ask  of  those  gentlemen  connected  with  hospitals,  what 
is  considered  the  best  test  for  lead  ? 

Dr.  Hensehel  remarked,  that  the  best  test  is  the  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen ;  he  has  tried  it  and  found  it  successful  as  a  test. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked,  that  the  quantity  taken  into  the  system,  after 
sleeping  in  a  room  a  night  or  two,  must  be  exceedingly  small ;  and  the 
experiments  made  to  detect  its  presence,  should  be  performed  with  the 
greatest  accuracy.  He  wanta  to  know  beyond  a  doubt,  whether  sufiicient 
care  bad  been  used,  whether  glass  vesseU  were  used,  &c.    He  thought 
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that  the  subject  was  of  sufficicDt  importance  to  have  it  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  Stevens  thought  that  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Detmold  were  very 
pertinent ;  and  he  thought,  that  where  a  plan  of  treatment  was  proposed 
for  any  disease,  it  would  be  well  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 

The  President  remarked,  that  in  the  cases  reported  from  the  City 
Hospital,  some  were  examined  before  commencing  the  treatment,  and 
no  lead  was  found  in  the  urine  ;  they  were  examined  again  after  being 
under  treatment  for  some  time,  and  lead  was  discovered.  The  examin- 
ations were  made  out  of  the  Hospital,  and  by  one  not  officially  connected 
with  the  institution. 

Dr.  ^u/Key  confirmed  the  statement  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  stated  that  the 
improvement  was  accompanied  by  the  appearance  of  the  lead  in  the 
secretions. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked,  that  when  experiments  were  made  in  such 
cases,  and  in  reference  to  so  important  a  subject,  the  various  processes  in 
the  experiments  should  be  stated. 

Dr.  Gardner  inquired  whether  the  examinations  were  made  by  the 
same  individual  in  all  the  cases  ? 

Dr.  Bulkley  answered  that  they  were. 

Dr.  Corson  remarked,  that  he  liked  to  see  the  crucible  of  criticism 
applied  to  every  subject ;  but  he  thinks  that  Dr.  Detm old's  views  will  be 
modified,  when  we  refer  to  the  gentleman  (M.  Melsens)  who  has  inves- 
tigated this  subject  so  carefully.  Experiments  were  made  upon  himself, 
and  they  were  conducted  with  such  extreme  care,  that  we  should  hesi- 
tate to  doubt.  Experiments  made  by  many  others  since,  have  verified 
the  conclusions  of  M.  Melsens.  The  fact  is,  that  the  attention  of  the 
profession  has  been  so  closely  attracted  to  these  diseases,  that  investiga- 
tions are  now  more  carefully  made,  and  the  diseases  themselves  more 
readily  detected ;  these  investigations  have  been  extended  to  the  manu- 
facturing of  various  articles. 

Dr.  Gardner  related  a  case  illustrating  the  fact,  that  metals  are  elim- 
inated. A  pregnant  female  took  by  mistake  some  arsenic,  from  the 
effects  of  which,  however,  she  recovered  by  treatment.  After  her  con- 
finement, it  was  observed  that  the  placenta  and  the  meconium  of  the 
child  contained  arsenic.     The  case  was  reported  by  Weber. 

Dr.  Griscom  remarked,  that  it  was  not  correct,  as  stated  at  a  previous 
meeting,  that  the  French  government  has  prohibited  the  use  of  the  car- 
bonate of  lead  in  paint  They  did  not  do  it  by  statute,  but  by  patronage. 
There  is  one  point  of  great  interest  in  the  subject  of  lead  poisoning,  that 
is,  the  period  of  incubation.  How  long  after  exposure,  may  lead  remain 
in  the  system,  before  saturnine  effects  are  produced  ?  This  is  a  question 
of  importance.  In  many  cases,  facts  prove  that  the  effects  may  be  pro- 
duced in  a  few  days;  in  other  cases,  a  long  time  may  elapse.  A  sailor, 
now  in  the  City  Hospital,  had  been  employed  in  painting  ships.  He 
went  to  California  in  1851.  In  the  mines,  two  years  after  the  lifst  expo- 
sure to  the  influence  of  lead,  he  W4i  taken  with  faintness,  paralysis,  ^bc^ 
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He  came  in  the  hospital  three  weeks  ago;  he  has  all  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  There  is  not  the  regular  biae  line  on  the  gums,  but  one 
somewhat  similar  above  the  usual  place  of  its  appearance.  He  is  now 
under  the  use  of  the  iodide  of  potassium.  Is  it  possible,  that  the  lead 
could  have  remained  in  the  system  two  years,  before  any  symptoms 
should  indicate  its  existence  ?  In  reference  to  chemical  analysis,  tne  ex- 
periments of  M.  Melsens  must  be  considered  correct;  they  have  been 
conducted  with  so  much  accuracy,  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  settled. 

Dr.  Gardner  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  French  gov- 
emment,  that  it  was  their  policy  to  encourage  the  use  of  zinc,  as  the 
only  mines  of  that  metal  then  known  were  in  France. 

Dr.  Stevens  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  lead  poisoning, 
that  it  seems  to  be  admitted,  that  in  order  that  the  lead  should  be  ab- 
sorbed, it  must  be  soluble,  and  then  it  circulates  in  the  blood.  It  may 
thus  circulate  for  a  long  time,  till  some  circumstance  causes  it  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  nervous  tissues.  This  will  explain  the  action  of  the  iodide 
of  potassium. 

Dr.  Detmold  thought  that  if  the  particles  are  very  minute,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  they  should  be  dissolved.  If  dissolved,  he  could  not  see 
why  the  lead  is  not  eliminated  without  the  iodide.  He  thinks,  that  the 
lead  is  introduced  in  an  insoluble  condition,  and  deposited  in  some  of  the 
nervous  centers.  The  iodide  of  potassium  acts  by  rendering  the  lead  sol- 
uble, and  then  it  is  easily  eliminated  from  the  system. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood  inquired  whether  pregnant  females  were  more  liable 
to  abortion,  by  remaining  in  newly-painted  rooms  ? 

Dr.  Barker  remarked  that  he  believed  it  true  that  abortion  is  more 
likely  to  occur  under  such  circumstances ;  but  he  believed  that  it  was  the 
turpentine  in  the  paint  which  produced  Uie  effect. 

Dr.  Corson  remarked  that  the  experience  of  some  went  to  show  that 
tuipentme  acts  upon  the  uterus,  in  a  manner  somewhat  similar  to 
ergot 

Dr.  /.  Wood  remarked,  that  it  was  quite  extensively  believed  among 
females,  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  exposure  to  paint ;  and  they 
avoided  such  apartments. 

Dr.  Barker  could  not  say  positively,  that  the  opinion  was  a  very 
popular  one ;  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  proof  that  the  e£fect  was 
owing  to  the  lead.  He  knew  that  turpentine  injections  will  cause  the 
expubion  of  the  ovum;  and  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
abortion. 

Br.  Horace  Green  deured  to  call  attention  to  one  fact ;  three  or  four 
instances  have  come  under  his  observation  where  the  blue  line  was  seen, 
when  no  lead  symptoms  existed.  It  occurs  in  painters  and  those  using 
lead.  He  examined  a  person  who  had  been  in  the  business  fifteen  or 
twenty  years ;  the  blue  line  was  seen,  yet  no  symptoms  of  lead  disease  had 
ever  manifested  themselves.  This  shows  that  the  system  may  be  impreg- 
Bated  with  lead  for  a  long  time,  and  yet  the  disease  be  undeveloped,  un- 
Ul  some  exciting  cause  brings  it  into  existence. 


\ 


244  Proceedings  of  Societiee.  [April, 

Dr.  Stewart  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Chemistry  be  instmcted  to  report 
what  are  the  best  and  most  reliable  tests  for  ascertaining  the  presence  of 
lead  in  the  urine ;  carried. 

The  further  discussion  of  the  subject  of  lead  poisoning  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Dr.  Gardner  reported  several  cases  of  operative  midwifery.  The  first 
was  the  case  of  a  woman  (June,  1852),  in  care  of  Dr.  John  Anderson, 
who  after  several  days  passed  in  labor  under  the  care  of  a  midwife,  sent 
for  a  physician,  on  account  of  the  prolapsus  of  the  cord.  This  was 
pulseless.  When  Dr.  G.  saw  her,  the  cord  was  without  the  vulva,  and 
cold,  the  head  above  the  superior  strait,  and  the  pelvis  much  deformed, 
making  the  antero-postero  diameter,  as  he  judged,  about  three  inches. 
Dr.  G.  punctured  the  head,  with  great  difiiculty  owing  to  this  obliquity, 
requiring  great  care  lest  the  projecting  promontory  of  the  sacrum  might 
be  injured.  This  being  effected,  the  hook  brought  down  the  head,  which 
made  a  half  turn  in  &e  descent-— a  hook  to  the  axilla,  resting  upon  the 
perineum,  delivered  this,  but  again  making  a  half  turn.  The  deliveiy  of 
the  body  and  hips  with  much  difiSculty  was  effected,  each  making  a 
half  turn.     All  these  rotations  were  in  the  same  directijn. 

A  year  subsequently,  Dr.  G.  was  again  called  to  the  same  woman, 
many  days  in  labor  without  medical  attendance ;  found  a  rupture  of  the 
uterus,  and  some  six  or  eight  hours  elapsed  since  the  rent  was  made. 
Turned  and  delivered  a  small  child.  Woman  died  during  the  subsequent 
night  Postmortem  examination,  by  Dr.  Dalton,  showed  a  transverse 
rent  of  six  to  eight  inches  in  length,  immediately  over  the  pubis :  antero- 
poetero  diameter  of  the  pelvis,  2|  inches,  transverse,  4^  inches.  The  wet 
specimen  is  in  the  N.  Y.  Preparatory  School. 

Dr.  Gardner  reported  a  case  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  D.  L.  Adams,  in 
which  he  was  called  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  cessation  of  pains,  the 
recession  of  the  presenting  portion,  the  breech,  which  had  descended  so 
as  to  distend  the  vulva,  and  expose  the  sex  of  the  child  to  view.  A  rupture 
of  the  uterus  was  evident  Dr.  G.  brought  down  the  feet  and  delivered, 
opening  the  head  to  facilitate  its  extraction.  The  patient  was  extremely 
prostrated,  but  was  supported  by  chloroform  and  brandy,  and  after 
dious  illness,  eventually  recovered. 

Dr.  G.  also  reported  a  case  of  face  presentation  in  the  practice  of  Dr. 
Eager.  First  child.  The  face  entering  into  the  superior  strait  in  the 
first  position,  descended  into  the  cavity  and  inferior  strait,  without  effect- 
ing the  usual  rotation,  and  becoming  there  impacted  from  that  cause,  and 
the  child  being  dead,  was  delivered  by  craniotomy.  Mother  did  well. 
This  case  was  mentioned  on  account  of  this  unusual  arrest  in  the  mech- 
anism of  the  labor. 

Dr.  Gardner  was  authorized  to  have  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Instrumental  Department  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  published  in  a  medi- 
cal journal. 

Dr.  F,  C,  Stetmrt  called  up  his  resolution  respecting  the  appoint- 


B,the 

edso  I 

ptnre  j 

a  to-  I 


L 


1854.]  Proeeedinga  of  Sodetiea.  245 

ment  of  a  vaccine  physician  ;  and  it  was  passed,  and  Drs.  Stewart,  Isaac 
Wood,  and  Bolton,  appointed  a  Comnaittee  on  the  subject 
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jExlraets  from  the  Minutes  of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,    By 
J.  Foster  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

January  26th,  1854.  Dr.  Clark  presented  a  specimen  of  Oidium 
Albicans,  a  vegetable  parasite,  collected  principally  from  the  tongue  of  a 
woman  having  encephaloid  tumors  of  the  abdomen,  and  much  exhausted 
bj  eight  or  nine  weeks  of  sickness.  The  production  not  only  covered  the 
tongue,  but  was  apparent  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  lips  and  cheeks,  and 
so  abundant  as  to  prevent  articulation.  It  existed  on  the  tongue  in 
lumps,  separated  by  small  fissures.  Snowy  white  at  their  inner  portion, 
the  patches  were  red  and  inflamed  at  their  outer  edges.  The  surfaces  af- 
fected were  still  white,  though  the  specimen  was  removed  ten  days  pre- 
viously. Microscopic  examination  showed  this  substance  to  be  made  up 
of  three  constituents :  Ist.  Flat  epithelium ;  2d.  A  larger  amount  of 
fibrous  growth,  vegetable  shafts  springing  from  spores  imbedded  in  the 
epithelial  cells  of  the  tongue;  3d.  Large-sized  vibriones  of  unusual 
length  and  sluggish  movement  This  disease,  the  muguet  of  the  French, 
vras  first  observed  in  1842,  by  a  Swiss.  It  is  described  in  Robin's  treatise 
on  Parasitical  Growths.  It  is  described  as  generally  existing  in  the  lat- 
ter stages  of  exhausting  diseases,  pulmonary  phthisis,  and  the  severer 
complaints  of  children.  It  attends  an  inflamed  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  the  healthy  epithelium  not  serving  as  a  nidus  for  the  spores. 
The  coating  falling  off,  the  membrane  is  left  red  and  very. tender.  If 
not  addressed  by  constitutional  remedies,  the  coating  requires  escharotics 
for  its  removal. 

Dr.  Clark  found  that  the  accidental  application  of  aquae  rosar.  hastened 
the  removal  of  the  vegetation,  and  left  the  membrane  generally  im- 
proved. He  thought  it  desirable  that  further  use  of  fatty  remedies  be 
made  in  Oidium  Albicans, 

Dr.  Allin  exhibited  a  specimen  of  cancerous  liver  taken  from  an  in- 
temperate woman,  with  the  following  history  of  the  case,  and  description 
of  ^e  appearances  postmortem  : 

Adelaide  Eli;  63;  France;  married;  was  admitted  into  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Dec.  23d.  1863. 

She  stated  that  for  three  or  four  months,  she  had  suffered  from  a  se- 
vere lancerating  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  with  extreme  tender- 
nefls  on  pressure.  She  also  noticed  a  circumscribed  tumor  over  the 
region  of  the  liver.  There  was  also  ^  a  feeling  of  distress  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach,"  and  vomiting.  She  had  always  before  enjoyed  good 
health.  Had  been  married  for  several  years,  but  had  separated  from 
her  husband.    She  had  never  borne  children,  but  had  once  miscarried  at 


846  Proceedings  of  Societies.  ^Af^'i 

the  end  of  the  fourth  month.  The  menBtrual  function  has  not  since  been 
interrupted.  Five  weeks  prior  to  admission,  she  observed  oedema  of  the 
feet,  and  ascites,  and  was  then  obliged  to  give  up  work.  From  this  time 
the  vomiting  became  more  urgent ;  she  was  unable  to  retain  any  solid 
food,  and  occasionally  fluids  were  rejected.  At  the  time  of  her  admis- 
sion to  the  Hospital,  she  was  exceedingly  prostrate ;  the  pulse  frequent 
and  feeble ;  the  countenance  anxious ;  and  she  had  the  peculiar  yellowish 
hue  of  malignant  disease,  though  no  hereditary  tendency  to  cancer  could 
be  ascertained.  The  liver  was  found  much  enlarged,  and  extending 
nearly  to  the  umbilicus.  The  abdomen  was  much  extended  and  tympan- 
itic; there  was  also  considerable  peritoneal  efiusion.  The  limbs  were 
cedematous.  Her  habits  were  rather  intemperate.  Her  chief  suffering 
was  from  flatulence  and  hiccough,  which  was  often  obstinate  and  distress- 
ing. This  latter  symptom  was  present  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  disease ;  the  bowels  were  constipated,  and  the  urine  scanty  and  high 
colored. 

The  treatment  was  for  the  most  part  palliative,  and  mild  and  nutri- 
tious diet. 

She  apparently  improved  for  a  time ;  her  food  was  easily  retained, 
and  she  had  no  vomiting  after  she  came  to  the  Hospital,  for  more  than 
two  weeks.  The  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  recurred  at  night,  and 
was  very  severe ;  during  the  day  she  was  comparatively  free  from  pain ; 
she  was  ordered  a  weak  infusion  of  diosma  crenata,  and  bitartrate  of 
potassa,  with  carminatives. 

Jan.  8th.  The  distention  of  the  abdomen  had  su£Sciently  disap- 
peared to  enable  us  to  feel  the  nodulated  condition  of  the  liver.  Thia 
orffan  had  rapidly  increased  in  size,  and  now  extended  two  or  three  inches 
below  the  umbilicus.  The  slightest  pressure  occasioned  severe  pain ;  from 
this  time  she  began  to  sink ;  she  emaciated  rapidly ;  her  appetite  was  im- 
paired. On  the  10  th,  vomiting  supervened ;  for  the  last  two  days  she 
was  able  to  retain  nothing  in  her  stomach  but  ice  and  wine.  She  died 
on  the  17th  insL 

Postmortem  Examination,  On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  there ' 
escaped  about  two  gallons  of  pretty  clear  fluid.  The  most  prominent 
object  which  then  exhibited  itself,  was  the  liver.  This  was  much  en- 
larged, the  lower  edge  reaching  nearly  to  the  umbilicus,  and  the  smaller 
lobe  lying  much  more  to  the  left  than  usual.  It  presented  a  very  light 
yellow  appearance,  showing  that  fatty  degeneration  was  pretty  well  ad  van- 
oed,  and  at  some  points  were  appearances  resembling  those  of  commenc- 
ing cirrhosis.  Scattered  through  the  substance  of  this  liver  were  depoa- 
its  of  encephaloid  matter,  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  filbert  to  that  of 
a  small  infant's  head.  The  largest  tumor  was  at  the  top,  and  at  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  greater  lobe ;  and  another,  nearly  as  large,  was  located 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  left  lobe,  projecting  both  forward  and  back- 
ward. 

On  removing  the  stomach,  and  examining  its  internal  surface,  it  was 
found  that  it  was  almost  entirely  occupied  by  cancerous  matter,  the  mn- 
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cons  membrane  being  mainly  gone,  except  for  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  the  cardiac  orifice.  Its  walls  were,  in  consequence,  very  much 
thickened. 

Cancerous  matter  was  also  found  in  large  quantity  in  the  pancreas ; 
and  in  both  ovaries  were  small  tumors  of  the  same  character.  In  these 
ovaries  were  also  two  or  three  cysts  containing  fluid. 

The  lungs  and  heart  were  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  as  were 
also  all  the  abdominal  organs  with  the  exception  of  those  already  de- 
scribed. 

Dt,  Clark  thought  such  appearances  of  cancer  in  the  midst  of  a  fatty 
liver  remarkable. 

Dr.  Allin  also  exhibited  a  specimen  of  scrofulous  caries  of  costal  car* 
tilage  from  a  person  who  died  of  tubercular  peritonitis. 

Dr.  Sayre  presented  a  specimen  of  cancellous  degeneration  of  the 
elbow  joint,  from  a  scrofulous  woman,  with  the  following  history : 

B.  C,  cBt,  28  years;  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  single;  was  admitted 
into  Bellevue  Hospital,  March  Ist,  1853.  Has  hereditary  predisposition 
to  phthisis,  and  is  very  decidedly  strumous ;  emaciation  not  very  consid- 
erable ;  respiration  slightly  prolonged  at  the  summit  of  the  right  lung. 
She  states  that,  three  or  four  monUis  previous  to  her  admission,  she  was 
attacked  with  pain  in  the  right  elbow,  which  she  supposed  to  be  rheuma- 
tism. This  was  soon  followed  bv  swelling  and  inability  of  motion.  At 
the  time  she  entered  the  Hospital,  the  joint  was  swollen  and  painful,  and 
would  not  allow  of  motion.  Its  temperature  was  slightly  elevated ;  no 
fluctuation  could  be  detected.  The  limb  was  placed  upon  an  angular 
Bplint,  and  counter-irritants  applied ;  tonics  and  alteratives  were  given 
internally.  In  April,  fluctuation  could  be  felt,  and  there  were  other  evi- 
dences of  the  formation  of  pus.  Dr.  Parker  made  an  incision  over  the 
joint,  and  several  ounces  of  pus,  which  was  thin,  straw-colored,  and  con- 
tained flocculi,  were  eflused.  This  wound  was  not  permitted  to  heal,  and 
continued  to  discharge  more  or  less  freely  up  to  the  time  of  her  death. 
The  internal  symptoms  of  phthisis  were  not  well  marked,  until  some  time 
in  October,  since  which  time  ail  its  symptoms  have  been  of  the  most  ag- 
gravated character.  She  sank  rapidly,  and  died  January  2 2d,  1854. 
jmre  were  cavities  in  both  lungs. 

Dr.  Sayre  thought  that  this  case  illustrated  the  propriety  of  an  early 
opening  of  joints  affected  with  scrofulous  ulceration,  before  the  general 
development  of  tubercular  disease.  In  this  case,  pus  was  found  in  the 
the  joint  some  months  before  there  was  any  evidence  of  pulmonary  dis- 
ease. Spontaneous  opening  by  ulceration  of  the  ligaments  will  seldom 
<Kxmr  before  the  system  becomes  depraved.  Little  constitutional  disturb- 
ance attends  the  opening  of  such  a  joint 

Dr.  Markoe  doubted  whether  the  diagnosis  could  generally  be  suffi- 
ciently acccurate  between  cancellous  degeneration  and  other  inflamma- 
tion of  joints,  as  e.  g,  synovitis,'  to  justify  an  early  operaUon,  He  thought 
the  occurrence  of  pyemic  fever  a  suflSciently  early  indication  for  opera- 
don. 
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Dr.  Sayre  thought  that  distinctly  marked  crepitoa  was  a  satiafadory 
indication.  Crepitus  sometimes  is  not  manifested  until  the  joint  is 
tapped.  Had  operated  in  six  cases ;  there  were  no  marked  constitu- 
tional symptoms. 

Dr.  Markoe  would  not  operate  until  such  disorganization  as  opens 
the  joint. 

Dr.  Clarh  narrated  the  results  of  an  interview  with  a  gentleman,  not 
a  member  of  this  Society,  who  has  recently  operated  in  seven  cases.  His 
indications  for  operating  are  either,  1st,  fluctuation ;  or,  2d,  conjointly, 
bone-crepitus  in  the  joint  on  motion,  and  the  establishment  of  pyemic 
fever.  He  never  operates  before  evidence  of  suppuration.  He  then, 
having  put  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  makes  a  free 
opening,  and  washes  out  the  joint  with  warm  water.  Has  seen  but  little 
constitutional  irritation  following.  Of  the  seven  cases,  five  have  termin- 
ated favorably,  and  all  are  doing  well. 

Dr.  Clark  thought  this  a  great  degree  of  success. 

Dr.  Sayre  also  presented  the  first  coccygeal  bone,  necrosed,  removed 
firom  a  man  operated  on  for  fistula  in  ano.  The  bone,  being  loose,  was 
easily  removed.  The  shock  of  the  operation  was  very  great,  §  xvi.  of 
brandy  being  required  to  recover  him  from  the  prostration.  Chloroform 
was  not  administered. 

Dr.  Sayre  thought  its  employment  especially  dangerous  in  operations 
about  the  rectum. 

Dr.  S.  P.  White  presented  a  specimen  of  hypertrophied  heart  with 
aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta,  ending  in  rupture.  The  patient  was  a 
merchant,  cet,  54  years.  Thirty  years  previously  he  had  a  severe  attack 
of  rheumatism.  He  had  a  hereditary  tendency  to  gout,  with  symptoms 
of  which  he  had  been  occasionally  visited  since.  Within  two  years 
these  have  given  place  to  attacks  of  distress  about  the  heart  and  stom- 
ach, attended  vnth  dyspnoea,  and  often  with  nausea.  The  face  in  these 
attacks  became  congested ;  and  when  nausea  existed,  there  was  an  er- 

Sectoration  of  frothy  mucus.  In  one  of  these  paroxysms,  the  patient 
ied  suddenly.  Appearances  postmortem.  Upon  removing  the  stern- 
um, the  pericardium  was  found  distended,  and  on  cutting  through  it, 
serum  was  projected  two  or  three  inches.  The  pericardium  conUilied 
S  xxii.  of  serum  and  clotted  blood.  On  removing  the  heart,  an  aneurism 
of  the  ascending  aorta  was  found,  with  a  rupture  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  from  the  aortic  valves,  opening  into  the  pericardium  just  as  the 
aorta  passed  above  the  right  auricle.  The  opening  externally  was  one 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  extent,  internally  one-half  of  an  inch.  The  in- 
ternal coat  of  the  artery  was  found  studded  with  atheromatous  deposits. 
Some  fibrinous  deposits  were  observed  upon  opposite  sides  of  the  left 
ventricle.  The  heart  was  hypertrophied,  and  weighed  with  the  arch  of 
the  aorta,  twenty-eight  and  a  half  ounces  The  walls  of  the  left  ven- 
tricle were  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  A  sister  of  the  pa- 
tient had  died  with  disease  of  the  mitral  valves.  The  patient  had  been 
subjected  to  pecuniary  excitement,  in  which  might  be  found  a  cause  of 
deioh. 
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Dr.  White  remarked  that  the  specimen  illustrated  in  some  measure 
his  views  as  to  the  connection  between  the  gouty  and  rheumatic  dia- 
thesis and  subsequent  morbid  results ;  that  the  atheromatous  deposit  was 
originally  derived  from  the  morbid  state  of  the  blood,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  through  the  small  vessels  of  the  arterial  coats.  In  ordinary 
cases  of  diseased  valves,  that  they  were  not  generally  the  result  of  en- 
docarditis, as  entertained  by  members  of  the  Society ;  but  the  result  of 
surplus  fibrine,  as  seen  when  blood  is  drawn  from  rheumatic  and  gouty 
patients,  and  which  becomes  deposited  upon  parts  wherever  they  may  be 
found. 

Br.  Clark  thought  that  the  common  opinion  was  not  that  inflammation 
is  necessarily  antecedent  to  the  atheromatous  deposit ;  that  the  deposit  is 
not  flbrine. 

Dr.  Clark  thought  that  rheumatism  thirty  ye^  since,  hardly  in- 
fluenced this  disease.  The  aneurism  was  of  slow  growth,  and  the  hy- 
pertrophy was  the  consequence  of  it.  Aneurism  is  seldom  found  with- 
out the  atheromatous  deposit. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  Dr.  White  said  that  there  was  a  little  blood 
nungled  with  the  frothy  mucus  expectorated  in  the  fatal  paroxysm. 

Dr.  O^Rourhe  presented  a  specimen  of  Bright's  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys ;  and  also,  from  the  same  individual,  who  died  of  pneumonia,  the 
fiver,  remarkable  for  the  disproportion  in  the  relative  size  of  the  two 
lobes.  The  lefl  was  four  times  as  large  as  the  right,  in  which  was  the 
cicatrix  of  an  abscess.  The  patient  had  formerly  been  treated  for  disease 
of  the  stomach,  the  disease  of  the  liver  not  being  suspected. 


STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  its  forty-seventh  annual,  meeting  at  Albany,  in 
February,  commencing  on  the  7th,  as  mentioned  in  a  brief  notice  in  our 
»Jast>  and  continued  its  session  three  days. 

"We  now  give  a  summary  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of  their  yfto- 
oeedings,  which  we  had  not  then  room  for,  and  have  still  to  regret  bein  g 
obliged  to  curtail  our  account  of  its  doings. 

Dr.  Benedict  called  up  the  subject  of  diphtheritic  croup,  laid  upon  the 
table  from  last  year.  Dr.  B.  spoke  of  alum,  as  being  a  remedy  for  this 
disease.  He  had  used  it  frequently  during  the  last  five  years,  in  form  of 
a  saturated  solution,  a  teaspoonful  given  frequently,  until  free  vomiting 
Tras  produced,  and  in  no  case  without  good  success.  He  spoke  of  the 
true  form  of  the  disease,  and  not  of  the  spasmodic  form  which  is  so  fre- 
quently met  with. 

Dr.  Rockwell  said  he  could  never  perceive  any  benefit  from  the  use 
of  emetics.  He  had  tried  them  in  vain.  The  speediest  and  surest  way 
of  relieving  the  urgent  symptoms,  and  producing  a  cure,  is  by  mercurial- 
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ising  th6  patient  by  fumigations  of  cinnabar.    If  alum  would  really  ac- 
complish so  much,  he  should  surely  avail  himself  of  its  use. 

Dr.  Bay  related  his  ezperienoe  in  the  treatment  of  croup  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  He  had  found  the  best  success  by  the  use  of  large  doses  of 
calomeL 

Dr.  Burwell  said  that  he  had  been  disappointed  id  the  use  of  nitrate 
of  silver  in  croup.  He  found  the  effect  of  its  application  did  not  last  over 
an  hour.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  usin^  sulphate  of  zinc  with  ipecac, 
as  an  emetic  He  had  no  more  faith  m  alum  than  in  any  other  mild 
emetic. 

Dr«  Shumway  read  a  paper  on  the  reduction  of  the  dislocation  of  the 
hip  joint  witoout  the  application  of  force.  He  saw  the  process  demon- 
strated by  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  in  1815  and  1816.  It  was  by  this  process 
that  he  had  reduced  all  cases  that  had  come  under  his  care  during  the 
time  he  had  been  in  practice.  The  process  was  brought  forward  in  a  pa- 
per read  before  this  Society  in  1852.  The  paper,  written  by  Dr.  Reid, 
claimed  for  him  the  discovery  of  that  process.  It  was  no  demerit  to  Dr. 
Reid  that  he  discovered  that  such  a  dislocation  could  be  reduced  without 
force ;  but  as  Dr.  Smith  lectured  on  the  subject  so  many  years  ago,  he 
thought  ^  honor  should  be  rendered  to  whom  honor  is  due." 

ut.  Phelps  said  that  he  saw  Dr.  Physic  perform  this  operation  in 
1810;  but  it  appeared  to  have  been  done  by  accident.  Dr.  Physic  said 
to  the  gentlemen  around  him,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  the  first  case  ever 
reduced  without  force. 

Dr.  Shumway  said  that  Dr.  Smith  mentioned  to  his  class  the  case  of 
Dr.  Physic.  It  was  only  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Reid  claimed,  or  it  was 
chumed  for  him,  the  originality  of  the  process  that  he  objected. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  Shumway  presented  the  following: 

JResolved^  That  this  Society  entirely  approve  of  the  bill  "^  to  promote 
Medical  Science,''  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  recommend  its  passage,  as  an  act  due  to  science  and 
humanity,  and  as  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the  grave. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  A.  Clark  made  a  statement  of  forty-five  cases  of  croup,  treated '' 
by  Dr.  Parker,  of  New  York. 

The  table  prepared  by  Dr.  Cock,  from  Dr.  Parker's  notes,  gave  the 
age,  sex,  treatment,  result,  <fec.,  of  these  forty-five  cases.  Thirtv-one  of 
these  cases  proved  fatal,  sixteen  recovered.  These  cases  were  diphtheritic 
croup.  In  twenty-five  out  of  twenty  eight  cases  which  Dr.  Parker  exam- 
ined, the  false  membranes,  or  membranous  effusions,  were  distinctly  visi- 
ble on  the  fauces.  Dr.  Parker  has  not  noted  whether  he.sought  for  this 
membrane  in  the  other  of  the  forty-five  cases.  Dr.  Clarke  gave  definitely 
and  minutely  the  treatment  of  these  forty-five  cases. 

They  were  variously  treated  by  calomel,  antimony,  ipecac,  nitrate  of 
silver,  a  mixture  of  lobelia  and  senega,  hot  water  vapor,  sponging  the 
throat  with  hot  water,  alum,  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  iodine,  leeches 
and  blisters. 
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He  gave  also  the  Dumber  of  cases,  and  the  result  of  the  operation  of 
tracheotomy,  as  performed  by  Dis.  Parker,  Post,  Buck,  Mott,  Van  Buren, 
Wood,  and  Batcheder.  He  thought  the  result  of  tracheotomy  was  not 
such  as  to  render  it  generally  advisable.  The  majority  of  Uiose  that 
recovered  were  treated  by  calomel  and  ipecac. 

The  treatment  of  the  unsuccessfol  cases  were  mostly  related  in  detail. 
He  gave  also  the  history  of  the  success  of  M.  Trousseau,  and  Dr.  Henry 
G.  Smith's  cases  of  tracheotomy. 

Dr.  G.  further  remarked  that  by  Dr.  Parker  the  use  of  the  water-vapor 
and  calomel  was  considered  as  most  likely  to  prove  efficient. 

Tlus  snbject  was  discussed  at  length  by  Drs.  Bay,  Shipman,  White, 
and  8wett 

Dr.  Clarke  exhibited  a  specimen  of  a  case  where  the  false  membrane 
had  formed,  and  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  had  been  performed. 

Dr.  Taylor  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Gomitia  Minora  address- 
ing a  circular  to  the  several  Gounty  Medical  Societies  in  this  State,  urg- 
ing Uie  importance  and  advantages  of  keeping  up  their  organizations ; 
and  that  the  said  Gomitia  Minora  be  requested  to  obtain  the  opmion  of  the 
Attorney  General  relative  to  the  obligation  of  physicians  keeping  up  such 
oiganization  under  the  existing  law  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and 
sujgery.    The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Jffyde,  from  the  committee  appointed  upon  the  reconun^dations 
contained  in  the  President's  inaugural,  reported  that  they  had  selected 
a  few  subjects  of  especial  interest  to  the  profession,  and  named  gentlemen 
to  report  to  the  Society,  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  upon  the  subjects 
specified,  viz: 

1.  Of  Rest  and  the  Abolition  of  pain  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  Dr. 
T.  W.  Blatchford. 

2.  Of  Internal  Cancer,  Dr.  Alonzo  Clarke. 

3.  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Dr.  T.  R.  Spencer. 

4.  Of  Deformity  after  Fracture,  Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton. 

5.  Of  the  Treatment  of  Pneumonia,  A.  L.  Saunders. 

6.  Of  the  Comparative  use  of  the  Ergot  and  Forceps  in  Labor,  Dr.  B. 
'ordyce  Barker. 

7.  Of  the  ]^on-Gontagious  Eruptive  Diseases  of  Children,  their  rela- 
tion to  modes  of  living  and  their  treatment,  Drs.  H.  Townsend  and  Hun. 

8.  Of  the  Types  of  Fever,  Dr.  George  Burr, 

9.  Of  Croup,  Dr.  John  A.  Swett. 

10.  Of  Epidemics — Ist  Senatorial  District  Franklin  Tuthill;  2d  do., 
G.  G.  Monell ;  3d  do.,  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade;  4th  do.,  A.  F.  Doolittle 
5th  do.,  C.  B.  Coventry ;  6th  do.,  A.  Willard ;  1th  do.,  E.  Garr ;  8th  do. 
H.  M.  Congor. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Van  Dyck^  of  Smyrna,  who  was  invited  to  sit  as  an  honorary 
member,  made  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  medicine  and 
medical  literature  in  Syria  and  Palestine.  Formerly  the  East  was  the 
^^aiden  of  literature,  and  medical  science  flourished  there.    But  now  the 
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art  only  exists  in  the  bands  of  ignorant  men.  Some  of  them  bleed  widi 
a  lancet,  if  they  have  one,  if  not,  they  use  a  piece  of  glass,  or  any  iostra- 
ment  they  happen  to  have.  One  man,  Abu  Budka,  has  acquired  a  repu- 
tation as  a  surgeon,  and  performs  the  operation  of  lithotomy  frequently 
with  only  a  knife*  He  has  no  skill  to  tell  whether  the  operation  is  ne- 
cessary until  after  he  has  performed  it  With  one  of  these  physiciaDsbe 
had  a  dispute,  the  physician  asserting  that  the  liver  occupied  the  left  side 
of  the  abdomen,  so  totally  ignorant  are  they  of  the  anatomy  of  the  ho- 
man  body.  Leprosy  is  one  of  the  terrible  forms  of  disease  that  exists 
there ;  and  it  is  truly  horrible.  It  is  considered  as  contagious,  and  those 
afQicted  are  compelled  to  live  by  themselves.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ease the  fingers  or  the  toes  become  so  decayed  as  to  drop  off.  A  journey 
to  Damascus  is  usually  recommended.  There  is  something  in  the  air  or 
water  at  Damascus,  or  something  else,  that  checks  the  progress  of  the 
disease. 

Dr.  Van  Dyck  was  connected  with  the  American  Board,  and  he 
considers  the  field  in  the  East  as  a  broad  one  for  any  medical  philan- 
thropist 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cash,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  Dr.  Van 
Dyck,  and  he  was  requested  to  write  out  his  remarks  for  the  committee 
of  publication. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President — Oharlss  B.  Covbntrt,  Utica ;  Vice  President^  Peter 
Van  Buren,  Albany ;  ^e^retory,  Howard  To wnsend,  Albany;  Treasurer^ 
Peter  Van  Olinda,  Albany.  Censors — Southern  District,  John  C.  Chees- 
man,  Joel  Foster  and  William  Rockwell ;  Eastern  District,  Barent  P. 
Staats,  T.  Romeyn  Beck  and  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade ;  Middle  District, 
John  McCall.  Benj.  A.  Bowen,  and  Augustus  Willard ;  Western  District, 
Alexander  Thompson,  George  N.  Burwell,  and  Maltby  Strong. 

The  following  were  elected  honorary  members :  Dr.  Henry  L.  Sabin, 
Williamstown,  Mass. ;  John  P.  Batchelder,  New  York. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  honorary  membership : — ^Marshall 
Hall ;  J.  Adams  Allen,  Mich.  ^j^ 

A  letter  was  at  this  time  received  from  Dr.  C.  Romeyn  Beck,  dedift-^ 
ing  a  re-election  af  Chairman  as  the  Committee  of  Publication.  Where- 
upon Dr.  Blatchford  offered  a  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety to  Dr.  Beck  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has  for  the  last 
twenty  years  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Committee  on  Publication — James  McNaughton,  P.  Van  Buren,  ThoB. 
Hun. 

Committee  on  Voluntary  Communications — Doctors  McNaughton, 
March,  Staats,  Cogswell,  Van  Buren,  Hun. 

The  following  were  elected  permanent  members : — ^Thomas  F.  Cock, 
William  Rockwell,  Charles  A.  Lee,  L.  S.  Turner,  Thomas  Hun,  James 
Thorn,  Oliver  Brisbin,  Henry  Reynolds,  Araba  Blair,  F.  B.  Maybuiy,  0. 
Burr,  W.  G.  Sands,  A.  B.  Shipman,  Frederick  Hyde,  J.  R.  Smith,  Jas. 
R.  White. 
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Nomination  for  Permanent  Members. — J.  Fordjce  Barker,  John  A. 
Sweit,  James  R.  Wood,  James  L.  Phelps,  G.  0.  Monell,  James  P.  Boyd, 
Peter  McNaughtOD,  Elbridge  Simpson,  Abram  B.  Spoor,  Abram  Hawn, 
Walter  Mott,  G.  A.  Dayton,  Luther  Guiteau,  A.  L.  Saunders,  Daniel 
Deniston,  Edson  Carr,  M.  D.  Benedict,  J.  B.  Kendall. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association, — Charles  B.  Coven- 
try, E.  L.  Allen,  A.  B.  Shipman,  Thomas  Spencer,  Philander  Stewart, 
Alden  March,  A.  Van  Dyck,  Jos.  Bates,  James  B.  Wood,  Ferris  Jacobs, 
Thomas  Blatchford,  Joel  Foster,  A.  F.  Doolittle,  James  Thorn,  Howard 
Townsend,  Jenks  S.  Sprague,  Simeon  Snow,  Peter  Van  Buren,  James  H. 
Armsby,  Daniel  T.  Jones. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Barker,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  re- 
ceiye  the  names  presented  for  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and  bom  them  to  report  such  as  were  most  entitled  to  the  degree.  Dra. 
Saonders,  Bradford,  and  Willard  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Dr.  Rockwell^  fVom  the  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  examina- 
tions oi  the  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Dr.  of  Medicine,  in  the  Medical 
Colleges  in  the  city  of  New  York,  reported  that  they  received  invitations 
from  the  Faculties  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  the 
New  York  Medical  College,  to  attend  their  examinations.  The  commit- 
tee did  80,  and  with  great  pleasure  testify  to  the  thorough  and  searching 
examinations ;  and  express  the  belief  that  no  gentleman  received  a  di- 
pbma  who  was  not  entitled  to  the  same. 

The  report  says,  also,  that  in  the  month  of  April,  more  than  a  month 
after  the  examinations  had  closed,  and  the  degrees  had  been  conferred,  the 
President  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  School,  in  Fourteen th^street, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Bockwell,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
for  not  acceding  to  the  request  of  the  committee  to  be  present 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  committee  reported  the  names  of  Sardius  Brewster,  Jacob  G. 
Snell,  John  W.  Hinckley  and  Elias  P.  Metcalf^  as  eligible  for  the  hono- 
rary degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

On  vote  of  the  Society  they  were  so  recommended  to  the  Regents  of 
.  the  University,  for  the  Degree. 

Th.  Saunders  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Eesolved^  That  the  Society  respectfully  request  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  all  the  Colleges  and  Universities  in  this  Sute  having  Medical 
Departments,  confer  no  degrees  of  Doctors  of  Medicine,  without  the  con- 
cunence  of  the  Professors  in  that  department. 

Dr.  Cogswell  called  up  the  report  of  Dr.  Rockwell,  relative  tx)  that 
committee  attending  the  examinations  of  students  at  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal Schools. 

Dr.  Bockwell  said  that  at  those  examinations  the  committee  were 
invited  to  ask  such  questions  as  they  chose ;  they  had  in  some  instances 
done  so,  though  not  authorized  by  the  Society.  The  committee  was  not 
invited  to  attend  the  examinations  at  the  University. 

Dr.  Wood  said  that  he,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  had  attended 
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as  many  of  the  examinations  as  he  could,  and  in  no  case  had  he  seen  a 
student  embarrassed,  when  he  was  prepared  for  the  examinations,  which 
had  been  alike  gratifying  to  the  professors,  the  committee,  and  the  can- 
didates. 

Dr.  Coventry  wished  the  report  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  with 
instructions  to  publish  it ;  and  let  Dr.  Draper's  letter,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  report,  speak  for  itself. 

The  report  was  referred. 

A  resolution  was  passed  censuring  the  UniTcr^ty  Medical  College  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  for  refusing  to  admit  the  committee  appointed  by 
this  Society  to  be  present  at  the  examination  of  their  students  for  medi- 
cal degrees,  and  another  resolution  requesting  delegates  to  draw  the 
attention  of  county  societies  to  this  subject. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed,  appointing  a  committee  with  authority 
to  attend  the  examinations  of  the  students  for  the  decree  of  M.  D.  from 
such  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  shall  invite  them. 

The  Censors  of  the  Southern  District,  and  Drs.  J.  R.  Wood,  T.  F.  Cock, 
Van  Kleek,  R.  S.  Kissam,  S.  A.  Purdy,  Purple,  Stewart,  Carter,  Blake- 
man,  were  appointed  this  committee. 

Dr.  Cogswell  jareBent^d  the  Annual  Address  before  the  Albany  County 
Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  Quackenbush. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  to  avail  itself  of  the  invitation,  by  Dr. 
March,  to  visit  the  Medical  College  and  witness  the  resuJt  of  several 
operations,  and  also  examine  several  interesting  pathological  spedmena. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Fhelps,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented 
to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Albany  for  the  use  of  their  ehain> 
ber,  and  to  Drs.  Hun  and  Armsby,  for  their  hospitable  entertainment, 
which  so  largely  contributed  to  the  pleasure  and  social  intercourse  of  the 
members  of  the  Society. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


CnmnittmmtnitiB. 


To  Dr.  Bulkley,  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times, 

Dkab  Sir — A  review  of  Yidal's  Treatise  on  Venereal  Diseases,  over 
the  signature  of  "  V.,"  which  appeared  in  the  last  number  of  your  jour- 
nal, contains  the  following  sentence  :  '*  The  fact  that  secondary  acddenta 
are  contagious,  a  fact  known  to  Ricord,  since  he  admits  the  contagioua- 
ness  of  the  mucous  tubercle,  which  he  classes  among  those  called  sec- 
ondary, is  still  further  verified  by  the  experiments  of  vidal,  in  which  he 
succeeded  in  inoculating  the  pustule  of  secondary  ecthyma." 

The  error  of  that  part  of  this  assertion,  which  relates  to  Ricord,  is  so 
apparent  as  hardly  to  require  contradiction  ;  but  lest  any  one,  not  famil- 
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iar  with  the  viewB  of  our  distinguished  countryman,  should  he  misled 
by  it,  will  yon  allow  me  to  make  the  following  quotations  from  the  only 
two  practical  works  which  M.  Ricord  has  published  within  the  last  fifteen 
years? 

In  his  Letters  on  Syphilis,  No.  13  (I  quote  from  Dr.  Lattimore's 
translation,  which  appeared  in  this  journal ;  see  Medical  Times  for  No- 
yember,  1852),  M.  Kicord  says,  ^*  I  remain,  then,  still  convinced,  up  to 
proof  of  the  contraiy,  that  .when  some  haveW^hought  they  saw  contagious 
mueotis  tubercles,  when  they  have  admitted  these  to  be  primitive,  they 
must  have  made  an  error  in  diagnosis.  I  think  it  may  be  useful  to  re- 
call the  fact  that  chancre,  at  the  reparative  period,  often  takes  on,  by 
granulating,  the  aspect  of  mucous  papules  ;  that  it  may  even  sometimes 
undergo  a  veritable  metamorphosis,  and  become,  in  situ,  a  secondary 
accident,  the  physiognomy  and  the  nature  of  which  are  those  of  mucous 
papules.^ 

Again,  we  find  in  Kicord's  Notes  to  Hunter  (Am.-  ed.,  p.  410) : 
*^  When  it  (the  mucous  papule)  succeeds  a  chancre  in  situ,  it  is  an  in- 
stance of  uninterrupted  transition  from  a  primary  to  a  secondary  symp- 
toms. In  that  case,  the  chancre  assumes  the  character  of  a  mucous 
papule  during  its  reparatire  period,  and  the  latter  affection  retains  the 
prerogative  of  primary  symptoms  (the  power  of  contagion)  only  in  case 
this  transformation  be  not  everywhere  complete.  When  tne  transfottn- 
adon  in  situ  is  complete,  or  when  papules  occur  at  a  distance  as  a  coh- 
seauence  of  constitutional  infection,  their  morbid  secretion  is  not  suscep- 
tible of  inoculation,  like  the  pus  of  a  progressing  chancre.*' 

Moreover,  M.  Vidal  himself,  notwithstanding  his  animosity  to  Ricord, 
which  fortns  so  prominent  a  feature  of  his  work,  does  not  do  the  latter  this 
injustice.  By  turning  to  page  266  of  Dr.  Blackman's  translation,  ^  V.'* 
would  have  found  the  following :  **  M.  Bicord  is,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
tlie  only  writer  on  syphilis,  that  denies  the  contagious  nature  of  mucous 
papules." 

Again,  your  reviewer  says :  '^  It  is  asserted,  on  reliable  authority,  that 
Bicord  is  about  giving  in  his  adhesion  to  the  prevailing  opinion  on  this 
fljanch-discussed  topic  (the  contagiousness  of  secondary  symptoms)."  I 
desire  to  contradict  this  assertion  on  the  best  possible  *'  authority,''  that 
of  Ricord  himself;  and  need  only  refer,  for  proof,  to  the  Bulletin  de 
VAcadSmie  Ji^aiionale  de  Medecine,  containing  the  report  of  the  memor- 
able discussion  on  this  question,  which  occupied  the  sessions  of  the 
Academy  for  several  montns  during  the  summer  of  1852,  and  in  which 
Hioord  so  ably  defended  the  doctrines  of  his  school ;  more  recent  evid- 
ence, to  the  same  effect,  may  also  be  found  in  his  frequent  communica- 
tions to  the  Union  Medicale,  one  of  which  is  inserted  m  that  journal  as 
late  as  Dec.  29,  1853. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  fortunate  if  this  tnuch-rexed  question  could 
now^  as  your  reviewer  asserts,  "be  considered  as  settled;"  but  while 
waiting  for  that  time  to  come,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  truth  in  this  as  well  as  other  points  of  scientific 
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inquiry,  that,  when  the  views  of  those  men  who  hare  devoted  theit 
lives  to  these  investigations  are  quoted,  it  should  be  done  impartiall j  and 
correctij. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Yours,  dcc^ 

F.  J.  B. 
Ksw  York,  Mabch  13, 1854. 


Cnmspaniitna 


OUaningB  Abroad.    Bj  an  Ex-Editor.    No.  4. 

Paris,  March  4, 1854. 

Mr.  Editor  : — I  have  just  received  your  journal  for  January,  con- 
taining Gleanings  No.  1 ;  I  beg  to  correct  a  few  errors  which  have  oc- 
curred, in  transcribing  them  for  publication.  In  my  description  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Academy  I  stated,  incidentally,  that,  in  the  absence  of 
M.  Berard  (president)  the  chair  was  accupied  by  M.  Villarmd,  and  that 
little  Gibert  was  vice-president ;  this  is  incorrect,  M.  Nacquart,  Yice-prea- 
ident,  having  been  in  the  chair,  and  Gibert  being  annual  secretary. 
Your  printernas  called  the  hospital  Eiboissiere,  Robespierre,  a  designation 
which  the  family  of  the  countess  will  hardly  allow.  This  hospital  is  situat- 
ed on  the  Faubourg  Poissoni^re,  and  is  nearly  ready  ibr  occupation,  with 
six  hundred  beds ;  the  patients  will  be  transferred  from  the  Hdtel  Diea, 
after  which  the  extensive  demolition  of  that  old  edifice  will  commence. 
The  new  Hdtel  Dieu  will  be  constructed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  parois 
Notre  Dame,  and  will  contain  eight  hundred  beds,  distributed  in  wards 
of  thirty-six  each,  which  is  found  to  be  the  most  convenient  number  for 
both  attendants  and  patients ;  eoet  fifteen  millions  of  francs.  Another 
omission — under  the  head  of  comparative  mortality  in  hospitals,  the  word  ji 
patients,  has  been  left  out;  it  should  read,  of  1*2,000  cases  in  H6t^^^^ 
Dieu,  the  mortality  has  been  as  one  in  eight,  and  so  on  of  the  other  hos- 
pitals. I  am  soriy  that  you  should  have  thought  proper  to  omit  my  re- 
marks on  the  subject  of  the  application  of  throat  probangs,  and  of  the 
extirpation  of  the  tonsils.  As  I  will  write  over  my  own  signature  in  futare, 
I  hold  myself  responsible  for  what  I  say,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  give  me  a 
little  more  scope  than  in  my  first  letter. 

In  your  raria  for  January,  I  notice  that  you  have  made  out  the 
mortality  from  cholera  in  Paris,  up  to  0  th  December,  as  high  as  424  oat 
of  479  cases ;  this  is  a  great  error,  the  mortality  never  having  exceeded 
50  per  cent  of  all  the  cases.  '^Mais  revenons  k  nos  moutons,''  and,  first, 
of  tiie  Academie  ofMSdicine,  Since  my  last  letter,  the  President  of  the 
Academy,  M.  Nacquart,  has  deceased,  after  a  short  illness ;  his  age  being 
78  years,  but  he  was  yet  fiill  of  vigor,  and  presided  with  much  dignity.  , 
He  was  not  very  distinguished  as  a  savant,  was  the  author  of  several  yotj 
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respectable  papers  Ib  the  '*  Dictionnairo  des  Sdeoces  M^dicales : ''  be  strik- 
ingly resembled  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington.  Ail  election  will  soon  be 
held  to  fill  the  vacant  chair ;  and,  as  it  is  the  usage  of  the  Academy  to 
chooee  its  president,  alternately,  from  among  the  physicians  and  surgeons, 
this  is  the  physicians'  year ;  otherwise,  M.  Jobert,  vice-president,  would 
undoubtedly  be  elected.  M.  Rostan  will  probably  be  the  successful 
candidate.  There  has  not  been  any  subject  of  great  interest  before  the 
Academy  smce  my  last  notice.  At  the  Acad6mie  des  Sciences,  Institute 
of  France,  papers  have  been  presented  by  Maisonneuve,  *'  on  a  new 
method  of  urethrotomy  for  the  radical  cure  of  stricture,"  by  cutting  from 
within,  outwards ;  five  successful  cases  by  this  method,  are  cited ;  also  a 
paper  by  M.  Luzzana,  of  Italy,  ^^on  the  radical  cure  of  an  aneurism  of 
the  external  maxillary  artery,  by  the  injection  of  the  acetate  of  the  ses- 
qui-K>xyde  of  iron ;  ^  also  an  interesting  paper  **  on  the  chemical  and 
natural  history  of  Lupulin,''  by  M.  Personne,  in  which  honorable  men- 
tion ia  made  of  the  researches  of  the  late  Dr.  Ansel  W.  Ives,  of  New 
York.  On  Monday  last  a  paper  was  read  from  Dr.  Brainard,  detailing 
some  experiments  recentiy  made  by  himself  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Green,  on  the 
efiects  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  injected  into  wounds  poisoned  by  the 
curare^  after  the  method  devised  by  Dr.  firainard.  The  results  obtained 
were  very  curious  and  satisfactory,  being  entirely  analogous  with  those 
made  in  cases  of  wounds  firom  rattle-snake  poison ;  and  would  seem  to 
prove  an  identity  of  action,  if  not  of  composition,  between  the  most  deadly 
animal  and  vegetable  poisons. 

M.  JoBBRT. — This  momiog  I  visited  the  salles  of  M.  Jobert,  to  see  his 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  uterus  by  the  actual  cautery.    His  cases  were 
for  the  most  part  encephaloid  disease  of  the  neck  of  tiie  uterus  ;  and  in 
the  treatment  of 'these,  he  introduces  an  ivory  speculum  of  large  size, 
and  afterwards  the  fer  rouge.    I  was  astonished  at  the  time  he  held  the 
cautery  in  contact  with  the  diseased  parta,  in  some  cases  for  as  long  as 
twenty  seconds :  no  pain  is  experienced ;  but  the  hissing  noise,  the  smoke, 
and  the  sufibcating  smell  of  burning  flesh,  make  it  rather  a  serious  aflair 
for  laymen  to  witness,  as  the  experience  of  three  American  clergymen, 
^^5  insisted  on  accompanying  me  this  morning  to  the  visit,  can  testify. 
These  operations  have  been  so  fully  described  in  the  admirable  letter  of 
Dr.  W.  E.  Johnston,  published  in  your  September  number,  that  I  need 
not  enlarge  on  this  subject.    M.  Jobert  showed  me  a  case  of  necrosis  of 
the  OS  hyoides,  in  a  woman  of  80  years,  not  syphilitic ;  he  considers  the 
case  as  unique  ;  also,  a  case  of  hydatid  liver,  which  he  perforated  with  a 
small  trocar,  and  drew  o£f  the  fluid ;  the  case  had  been  pronounced  upon 
as  fichirrus  by  other  surgeons,  but  the  operation  proved  the  exactness  of  M. 
Jobert's  diagnosis.    He  is  confident  of  a  favorable  result    As  an  episode 
to  my  visit,  I  may  mention,  that  a  woman,  from  Poland,  a  six-footer,  at^ 
tended  the  service,  and  was  present  by  the  bed-side  of  the  male  patients 
when  the  catheter  and  bougie  were  introduced,  and  also  at  the  clinique, 
when  the  uterine  cases  were  under  treatment,  showing  herself  to  be  **  sans 
peur  et  sans  reproche."    Truly  it  may  be  said,  that  at  the  present  day  sci- 
ence knows  no  distinction  of  sex.    I  presented  Dr.  Buck's  monograph  on 
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Tamor  of  Uie  Larynx,  to  M.  Jobeii»  with  which  he  appeared  mach  grati- 
fied ;  he  is  noted  for  his  urbanity  to  strangeia,  and  particularly  to  Ame- 
He  is,  with  Maiasonneuve  and  NdaUH!,  in  the  foremoBt  rank  in 


surgery. 

Kouz  and  Gerdy  have  both  been  seriously  indisposed,  the  Ibrmer  with 
a  slight  attack  of  apoplexy ;  M.  Richet  supplies  M.  Ronx's  t>laoe  at  H6tel 
Dieu,  and  IL  Broca  lectures  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  in  place  <rf  Gerdy. 
Bonz  has  in  press,  '^  Forty  Years  of  Practice ; "  it  is  high  time  for  him  to 
give  place  to  a  younger  and,  I  hope,  U$$  MMffuinolent  confrere.  I  forgot 
to  mention  a  ease  of  spina  ventosa  of  the  thumb,  in  Jobert'sservice^  whidi 
he  is  treating  by  the  injection  of  iodide  of  potassium,  with  a  fisvorabl^ 
result 

The  Gazette  dee  H6pitanx  has  awarded  medak  in  gold  and  silTer,  of 
the  yalue  of  8,000  francs,  to  the  authors  of  valuable  papers  which  haye 
appeared  in  the  Gasette  since  October  last  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
leam  the  name  of  the  liberal  donor  of  10,000  francs  to  this  journal :  his 
example  is  worthy  of  all  imitation,  for  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  the  journal 
which  has  not  received  more  ''kicks  than  cappen.^* 

The  intercourse  of  our  own  journals  with  Uie  French  is  so  irr^ular 
and  uncertain,  that  it  is  only  occasionally  that  an  article  is  noticed  in  the 
French  journals,  as  of  Transatlantic  origin.  In  proof  of  this,  I  may  men- 
tion, that  the  October  number  of  the  Times  is  tne  latest  (per  Bowange) 
on  the  table  of  the  reading-room  V>f  the  American  Medical  Society  in 
Paris.  Dr.  Swett's  cases  *'  on  the  treatment  of  lead  pfMoning  by  iodide 
of  potassium,'*  are  noticed  in  the  Gazette  Hebdomadaire,  number  twenty. 
The  editor  remarks,  that  the  propter  hoc  is  not  fiilly  proved  by  Dr.  S.| 
and  recommends  more  exactness  in  his  researches. 

A  Hydrological  Society  hss  recentiy  been  formed -m  Paris,  M.  Me- 
lier.  President ;  the  object  is  to  investigate  more  fully  the  properties  of 
mineral  waters  in  their  application  to  medicine. 

The  itch-yfardi  in  the  ^Igian  hospitals,  have  been  abandoned,  owiii|^ 
to  the  success  of  the  new  treatment ;  it  being  asserted  that  but  ivfo  hai^rs 
are  necessary  to  destroy  the  acarus.  It  is  expected  that  a  similar  couiae 
will  be  adopted  in  France.  "   / 

I  am  sorry  to  state,  that  our  fellow  citizen  Dr.  Berger  has  been  seri- 
ously indisposed.  He  is  now  enabled  to  ride  out,  but  is  very  feeble;  his 
son-m-law,  Dr.  Tradeau,  has  returned  from  Louisiana 

Dr.  Geo.  Wilkes  is  on  a  flying  visit  from  London,  where  he  has  been 
spending  the  winter.  Dr.  Wilkes  proposes  to  return  to  New  York  in 
May,  when  he  will  resume  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  his  fonoer 
residence,  Hudson  square. 

An  amusing  caricature  has  lately  appeared  in  Paris,  which,  as  it  re- 
presents a  new  fortn  of  dieeaee^  I  will  describe  for  the  benefit  of  your 
readers.  The  patient  is  represented  in  bed,  with  a  circle  of  anxious, 
friends  around  him,  who  are  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the  Saw  Bonea, 
who  is  regarding  his  tongue,  with  his  hand  on  the  pulse,  with  great 
solemnity :  he  gives  the  following  opinion :  ^  Monsieur,  vous  avea  la 
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maladie  des  pommes  de  terre,  dont  on  ignore  entidremeni  la  remede 
jnsqu'^  present"    This  I  call  consolation. 

Those  of  us  who  remember  Paris  eighteen  jears  ago,  will  not  £ul  to 
recall  to  mind  the  old  dog  and  eat  doctor^  with  his  wife,  who  so  dili- 
gently plied  their  vocation  on  the  Pont  Neuf.  Well,  they  are  there  still ; 
and  the  other  day  I  stopped  to  hay«  a  chat  with  the  old  lady :  she  was 
cliarmed  to  hear  that  ^  on  parlait  de  nous  eo  Ameriqne."  I  asked  her 
for  her  card,  to  send  to  the  United  States — the  following  is  a  faithful 
transcript:  '^  Au  gros  Saigneur,  snr  le  Pont Neu^  Oournerotte,  dit  Bissou, 
€t  safemme.  Tondent  les  chiens,  coupe  lee  chats,  et  guerit  leurs  maladies, 
font  toutes  les  operations  ^  domicil^f;  et  vont  ou  ils  sont  demand6s.  Faites 
cirer  vos  bottes.'* 

I  dose  this  rambling  letter  with  some  statisiies^  recently  collected : 
Statiities  of  La  Morgtte  for  1S6S  (Paris  dead  house).— In  1858,395 
bodies  were  deposited  at  the  Morgue,  being  80  less  than  in  1852,  Of 
these,  254  were  men,  51  women,  40  full-term  children,  and  41  foetus. 
JBy  smddey  109  men,  82  women ;  probahk  suicide^  24  men,  2  women ; 
fmurderedy  2  men,  5  women ;  aeeidentaly  86  men,  8  women ;  death  from 
naiural  eauses^  82  men,  4  women;  annual  mean  for  10  years^  843 
bodies ;  msan  of  suicides,  122 ;  mean  of  murders,  6 ;  mean  of  new-bom 
imfantij  19;  offcstuSy  29 ;  increase  in  1858,  of  40  of  former,  and  41  of 
latter.  Causes  of  death,  206  taken  from  the  water,  172  men,  84  women ; 
by  hanging  J 12  men,  no  woman.  As  to  age  of  suicides,  men  were  from 
80  to  40  years,  women,  20  to  80  years ;  from  10  to  20  years,  the  young 
women  all  drowned  themselves ;  26  of  the  suicides  were  the  result  of  in- 
sanity, 8  of  disappointed  love,  22  disgust  of  life.  Civil  state— of  207  out 
of  895  recognized,  95  were  married  (84  men,  11  women),  85  widowen 
and  widows  (21  men  and  14  women),  single  126  (103  men,  28  fe- 
males). Kind  of  suicide :  droumed,  141,  (86  men) ;  by  hanging,  12  men ; 
<i9phgxiated,  8  men,  2  women.  Proportion  of  IxKliee  deposited  to  the 
whole  population,  1  out  of  8,453. 

I  may  mention  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  in  passing  the  Morgue  thia 
morning,  on  my  return  frt>m  H6tel  Dieu,  there  was  not  a  single  body 
eiLjosb^ on  either  of  the  ten  tables:  this  is  very  unusual;  the  re- 
imtaikMy  fine  weather  of  the  last  fortnight  may  4iccount  for  it  Statis- 
tics of  suicide  in  France,  annual  average,  3,850,  being  1  in  8,656  of  adults^ 
males  to  females  as  4  to  1.  Mean  duration  of  life,  33.1  yean,  before 
1789  was  28.75  years.  This  increase  of  four  years  may  be  attributed  to 
vacdnation  and  increased  comforts  in  living.  Temperature  of  Paris  for 
1853,  highest  in  July  and  August,  65°F. ;  bwest  in  December,  26"^ ; 
xnean  for  year,  50^ ;  this  has  been  almost  without  variation  for  centuries. 
Statistics  of  Lunacy.  On  8l8t  Dec.  1852,  3,182  were  under  treatment  in 
the  Paris  Asylums;  throu^out  France,  16,719,  being  as  1  to  2,123  of 
popuhition ;  proportion  in  raris,  1  to  474 ;  but  this  includes  idiot^  which 
m  the  country  are  at  large.  In  the  Department  of  the  Seine,  their  num- 
ber has  increased  in  51  years,  from  946,  to  3,182.  Expense  of  support- 
ing lunatics,  1^  francs  per  day  for  men,  If  francs  for  women  ;  Total  £z- 
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pense,  1,438,482  francs  (of  this  sum,  484,065,  for  Bioetre,  and  592,542,. 
for  la  Salp^tri^re).  In  ooDclufiion,  let  me  urge  upon  70a  the  neoesufy  of 
sendiBg  jonr  exchanges  bj  each  Havre  steamer. 

Yours, 

JOHN  Or.  ADAMS. 


S^iUiagrttjilnrcl  3Batm 


A  Fraetieal  TreatiM  on  Inflammatum  of  the  UUrus^  its  Cervix  and  Ap- 
pendages^ and  on  its  conneetion  mih  uterine  dieeaee.      By  JAiixfr 
Hbnrt  Bennbtt,  M.  D.,  member  of  the  Roy.  Coll,  of  Physicians ;  late 
Physician-accoucheur  to  the  Western  General  Dispensary;  formerly 
House  Physician  (by  eoneoure)  to  the  Hospitals  St  Louis,  &c,  &c  Paris, 
Ac    Fourth  American,  for  the  third  and  revised  London  Edition. 
Phikdelphia:  Blanchard  Ss  Lea,  1858,  pp.  480. 
The  light  thrown  by  Dr.  Bennett  upon  the  pathology  of  uterine  dis- 
eases, and  consequently  upon  their  treatment,  is  fully  appreciated  by  his 
professional  brethren,  as  is  proved  by  the  call  for  a  fourth  edition  of  his 
work  in  such  a  comparatively  short  time.    The  persevering  industry  of 
the  author,  and  the  great  addition  to  his  experience,  have  led  to  an  enliuge- 
ment  of  his  work,  from  the  thin  volume  which  he  first  gave  us  to  Uie 
good-sized  octavo,  carefully  revised  by  him,  of  which  we  have  now  a 
reprint    The  doctrines^advanced  and  advocated  by  Dr.  B.  have  made 
rapid  progress,  and  are  now  extensively  adopted,  notwithstanding  the  ex* 
citement  to  which  they  at  first  ^ve  rise  and  the  opposition  they  received 
from  some  of  high  standing  in  Great  Britain.   Indeed,  Dr.  Bennett's  work 
may  be  regarded  as  the  standard  authority  on  this  branch  of  our  pro- 
fession, and  we  are  glad  that  the  latest  additions  of  the  author  are  brought 
within  the  reach  of  American  physicians.    Dr.  B.  has  enjoyed  uncommon 
advantages  for  the  investigation  of  his  subject,  especially  during  his  con- 
nection with  dififerent  French  Hospitals,  which  has  given  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  familiar  with  the*  views  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  , 
of  the  Parisian  practitioners,  and  to  estimate  the  value  of  different  plans  ^i^M 
of  treating  these  diseases  adopted  by  them.     In  Paris,  as  is  well  knoA,-^^ 
examinations  by  the  touch  and  the  speculum  are  made  without  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  them  in  England  and  in  this  country ;  and  hence  the 
large  field  opened  to  our  author  for  the  investigation  of  uterine  diseases. 
These  advantages  have  been  well  improved  by  our  author,  and  the  result 
IS  a  work  which  may  be  safely  recommended  as  a  standard  one  on  this 
important  subject 

Elements  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  Chneral,  Descriptive^  and  Practical, 
By  T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anat  in  the  Med. 
Department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  and  one  of  the  Attending 
Surgeons  to  the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Philadelphia :  Lippin- 
cott,  Grambo  &  Co.,  1854,  pp.  734. 
If  the  pVesent  generation  is  not  well  instructed  in  anatomy,  it  will  not 

be  for  the  want  of  text-books ;  which  are  now  so  abundant,  and  good  ones 
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too^  that  each  compiler  of  a  new  one  feels  himself  called  upon  to  apolo- 
gize for  his  addition  to  the  stock.  Such  is  the  case  with  our  author,  who 
claims  for  his  the  improvement  of  having  general,  d^criptive,  and  practi- 
cal anatomy  in  the  same  volume ;  the  arrangement  of  the  section  devo- 
ted to  practical  anatomy  so  as  to  secure  the  greatest  possible  economy  of 
material ;  and  lastly,  in  the  substitution  of  English  for  Latin  terms,  where- 
ever  it  appeared  to  be  practicable  and  judidous.  We  trust  that  Uie  time 
is'not  far  distant^ when  the  last-mentioned  improvement  will  be  rendered 
unnecessary,  by  we  ability  of  all  students  to  translate  their  own  Latin. 
The  work  is  well  printed,  and  is  abundantly  illustrated  with  wood-cuts, 
which,  however,  are  not  in  the  best  style  of  the  art,  though  tolerably 
dear  and  distinct  As  a  text-book,  it  will  doubtless  occupy  a  fair  rank 
'hj  the  side  of  those  now  in  use. 

History  of  the  Epidemic  Yellow  Fever ^  at  New  Orleans,  La.  in  1863. 
By  E.  D.  Fennkr,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians  to  the  N.  O. 
Charity  Hospital,  <kc.    New  York  :  1864. 

This  neat  little  brochure,  so  gracefully  dedicated  by  the  author  to  his 
fdlow-cidzens  of  New  Orleans,  descriptive  of  one  of  the  greatest  calami- 
ties that  has  ever  befisillen  that  devoted  city,  gives  a  birds-eye  view  of  the 
rise,  progress,  and  termination  of  the  great  epidemic  of  1868.  The  mete- 
orology and  sanatory  condition  of  the  city,  the  commencement  of  the 
m>idemic,  the  general  character  of  the  disease,  its  mortuary  statistics,  dsc, 
all  bear  strong  evidence  of  ^e  author's  industry,  zeal,  talent  for  observa- 
tion, and  philosophical  investigation.  From  the  facts  observed  and  care- 
fully related,  he  is  led  to  the  inentable  conclusion  that  the  disease  origi- 
nated from  local  causes,  existing  in  the  city,  aided  by  an  extraordinary 
constitution  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  time.  He  does  not  believe  that  the 
great  amount  of  putrefying  filth  is  the  sole  cause  of  theepidemic;  but  it  is 
a  tine  qua  non  ;  and  thinks  that  if  it  were  effectually  removed  and  the  whole 
dty  paved,  it  would  do  more  for  the  prevention  of  ydlow  fever  than 
anything  that  can  be  devised.  Our  author  is  not  prepared  to  maintain 
ihat  yeUow  fever  is  never  communicated,  per  se,  from  person  to  person ; 
for  he  can  conceive  that,  like  cholera,  typhus,  and  dysenteij,  it  may 
g^oxQji^times  display  infectious  properties  to  a  limited  extent.  He  strenu- 
608?/ opposes  any  embargo  on  commercial  relations  by  means  of  quaran- 
tines, which  he  denounces  as  useless ;  while  he  advocates  with  great  earn- 
estness and  power  the  more  effectual  preventive  measure  to  be  found  in 
proper  attention  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  drainage. 

The  talented  author  deserves  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  profession,  for 
his  graphic  description  of  this  terrible  epidemic.  A  few  more  such  care- 
ful observers,  and  the  laws  of  epidemics  would  soon  be  amenable  to  hygi- 
enic regulations.  May  his  valuable  life  long  be  spared  to  enrich  a  science 
which  he  so  eminently  adorns. 
2%e  Transactions  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Science,    Vol.  I.  Part 

XL  Containing  Hospital  Hygiene.   Illustrated.    By  John  H.  Grisook, 

M.D.    New  York:   Print^  for  the  Academy  of  Medicine.     1863, 

pp.  12. 

The  object  of  Dr.  Griscom  in  this  paper,  which  was  read  before  the 
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Academy  in  June  last,  is  to  place  on  record  two  extraordinary 
one,  of  the  propagation  and  extension  of  typhus  or  ship  fever  whidi 
ooonrred  at  the  New  York  Hospital  during  Uie  winter  of  1851-2 ;  the 
other,  of  the  efficacy  of  fresh  and  pure  air,  not  only  in  preventing  but  in 
curinfi^  disease.  In  the  first  case,  four  men,  three  of  whom  were  masons 
and  the  other  a  laborer,  were  employed  in  cleansing  and  whitewashing  tlie 
walls  and  ceilings  of  a  ward  in  which  patients  of  that  disease  had  died, 
but  which  was  vacant  at  the  time,  and  had  been  thoroughly  aired  by 
open  doors  and  windows.  Of  these  four  persons,  thus  lightly  exposed, 
three  were  attacked  with  the  disease,  and  of  these,  two  died.  The  mor- 
tality of  the  typhus  cases  in  the  New  York  Hospital  in  1861,  was  about 
thirteen  per  cent  In  the  other  case,  of  82  passengers  removed  from  a 
ship  on  board  of  which  ship-fever  prevailed,  which  arrived  at  Perth 
Amboy  from  Liverpool  in  August  1837,  not  one  died;  while  on  board  the 
ship,  which  was  cleansed  after  landing  the  passengers,  four  of  the  crew 
were  taken  with  the  fever,  and  two  of  them  died.  G^ie  pamphlet  is  a 
short  one,  bat  contains  facts  of  importance,  which  Dr.  G.  has  done  good 
service  in  thus  bringing  more  prominently  before  the  profession. 


^mtsk  Stitellpirt 


CiTT.  New  York  Medical  College. — ^The  Commencement  of  this  Instita- 
tion  took  place  on  Ist  March.  The  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Frank  Tut- 
hill.  The  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  on  twenty-five  graduates — a  large 
number  for  the  youngest  of  our  trio,  now  only  three  years  old. 

University  Medical  School — This,  the  second  in  age  of  our  institntiona, 
held  its  Commencement  on  the  8th  of  March,  when  the  valedietorv  address 
was  delivered  by  Prof.  A.  C.  PosC,  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  con- 
ferred on  one  hundred  and  twelve. 

College  (f  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (Crosby  street). — The  Commenoe>  ^^ 
ment  of  this  Institution  took  place  on  the  9th  of  March,  when  thirty-nine^^^'^ 
received  the  deme  of  M.  D.    The  address  to  the  graduates  was  deytvemllf  ^ 

the  President,  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens. 

Springs  Summer,  and  Autumn  Lectures. — This  Course  was  oommenoed  at 
the  University  Medical  School,  on  the  20th  ult.  to  continue  until  Oct  15th, 
when  the  winter  course  will  be  resumed.  Lectures  are  to  be  given  by  the  . 
governing  Faculty  of  the  College,  and  by  Prof.  Markoe,on  Surgical  Pathology 
and  Clinical  Surgery ;  Dr.  Metcalfe,  on  Clinical  Medicine ;  Dr.  Isaacs,  on 
Surgical  Anatomy,  and  uses  of  Microscope ;  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Allin,  on  the  AjsmU 
omy  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  A  Clinique  will  be  given  at  the  University 
every  day,  except  on  Friday,  and  Cliniques  also  at  the  New  York  and  Belle- 
vue  Hospitals,  by  Drs.Swett,  Van  Buren,  Markoe  and  Metcalfe,  and  at  tiie 
New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  by  Dr.  Allin. 

The  spring  and  summer  arrangements  for  the  other  two  Colleges  have  not 
reached  us. 
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New  York  InstUutionfifr  Uie  Blind, — Dr,  fsaae  Wood,  for  many  yean  Viee 
P^eudoDt,  has  been  elected  Preaident  of  thia  Jiutitation,  in  plaee  of  the  late 
AnsoB  6.  Phelpa. 

Bostm  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — ^Dr.  Oeof^  S.  Jones  haa  beeome 
aaaodated  with  Dr.  Smith  in  the  editorebip  of  thia  Teteran  in  the  periodical 
Uieratnre  of  our  country.  Dr.  8.  is  so  much  engaged  in  the  zealous  diaeharge 
of  hia  duties  aa  liayor  of  Boston,  that  he  most  need  aome  aid  in  faia  otiur 
labors. 

New  Jersey  Medical  Repnrter.^'DT.  S.  W.  Bntler  sneceeda  Dr.  Joseph  Paiw 
riah,  as  editor  of  this  spirited  monthly.  Dr.  P.  haviofi^  removed  to  Philaaelphia, 
but  atill  retaining  his  name  as  associate  editor*  The  BibKographical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Journal  is  to  be  under  the  special*  supervision  of  Dr.  Henrjr  S. 
Patterson,  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Parrish  will  carry  with  him  the  beat  wishes 
of  his  former  confVdres. 

Neuj  Orleans  Medical  News  and  Hospital  Gazette, — A  medical  journal  un- 
der this  name,  edited  by  Dr.  Samuel  Qioppin,  C.  Beard,  A.  Schlater,  and  P. 
C.  Boyer,  was  commenced  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  1st  of  Mareh,  which  ia 
intended  to  be  a  mirror  of  the  hospital  practice  of  that  city,  two  of  the  edi- 
tors being  connected  with  the  Charity  Hospital.  It  ia  to  appear  aemi-monthly, 
and  to  contain  from  20  to  24  pagea,  at  three  dollars  a  year.  We  add  it  to  our 
list  of  ezchangea  with  pleasure. 

New  Orleans  Medical  Register.— Hhe  publication  of  thia  journal  haa  been 
diaoontinued. 

New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — ^This  journal  so  lonff  and 
ably  conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  Hester,  has  been  sold,  and  it  ia  aaid  that  it 
18  hereafter  to  be  edited  by  Dr.  B.  Dowler,  of  that  city.  One  of  our  eacchange 
journals  says,  however,  ttiat  it  is  at  present  conducted  by  Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner, 
Vy  whom  and  Dr.  Hester,  it  was  commenced  in  1844. 


Warn 


J^MEsng  Census  of  1850. — A  correspondent  of  the  New  Yof^  Dailf 
^'VlSlMk  deduces  several  laws  from  tite  census  of  the  United  States  of  1860, 
which  are  InterestiDg  and  valuable.  1st  The  law  of  growth,  which,  for  aixty 
years,  haa  varied  bat  slichtly  from  34  per  cent ;  so  that  we  may  safely  assume 
33  1-3  per  cent  aa  the  aeeennial  increase  of  growth  for  the  next  half-century, 
and  may  predict,  with  almost  certainty,  that  in  1910  (sixty  years)  the  Ameri- 
can Republic  will  have  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  people.  2nd.  The 
numerical  law  of  the  sexes,  which  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

1.  There  are  more  males  than  females  bom,  by  about  4  per  cent 
3.  At  20  years  of  age,  this  preponderance  ia  entirely  loat,  and  there  are 
more  females  than  males. 

3.  At  40  years,  the  balance  ia  again  the  other  way,  and  there  are  more  males 
than  females. 

4.  At  70,  the  sexes  are  about  even,  and  the  ulthnate  age  of  the  human 
beinff  is  reached  without  any  decided  advantage  to  either  sex. 

There  are  four  hundred  and  thirty  American  women  above  one  hundred  year$ 
cfage! 
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3rd.  The  growth  of  the  white  nu^e.  The  decennial  growth  of  the  tohitt 
race  is  about  86  per  cent,  which  is  about  two  per  cent  decennially  greater  thia  | 

the  growth  of  the  colored ;  conseqaently,  leaving  a  diminution  to  a  correspond- 
ing extent  in  that  of  the  colored  popuktion. 

4th.  The  growth  of  the  African  race,  which  is  nearly  10  percent,  leas  than 
that  of  the  white  race.  6th.  The  law  of  relation  in  the  growth  of  the  races. 
Although  the  growth  of  the  white  race  thus  exceeds  so  much  that  of  the 
Africans,  the  conditions  of  the  growth  are  not  parallel  The  white  race  is 
constantly  increased  by  emigration ;  but  making  the  necessary  allowaoce  for 
this,  the  natural  increase  of  uie  whites  has  been  about  28  1-2  per  cent,  while 
during  the  same  period,  the  growth  of  the  African  race  was  27  per  cent  The 
difference,  therefore,  in  the  increase  of  the  two  races  has  been  but  slight,  bat 
what  there  is,  is  in  favor  of  the  whites.  6th.  The  general  law  of  increase  (in- 
dependent of  immigration)  by  natural  causes  alone,  js  about  28  per  cent  decen- 
nially, which  is  8  per  cent  below  the  average  increase  of  the  whites,  and  1 0  per 
cent  below  that  from  1840  to  1850. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  of  about  1|500,000  white  immigrants  received  into 
the  United  States,  in  the  ten  years  from  1840  to  1850,  about  600,000  died  in 
the  ten  years. 

Weekly  Mortality.  Cmr.— For  the  week  ending  February  26th,  1864, 
404 : — consumption,  73 ;  apoplexy,  7 ;  congestion  of  brain,  1 1 ;  inflammation 
of  brain,  9;  pneumonia,  37;  acarlet  fever,  16;  measles,  13;  small-pox,  27; 
croup,  8  ;  convulsions  (infantile),  36;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid"),  8. 
For  the  week  ending  March  4th,  484 : — consumption,  63 ;  apoplexy,  6 ;  con- 
gestion of  brain,  9;  pneumonia,  9;  scarlet  fever,  14;  measles,  7;  small-pox, 
27;  varioloid,  4 ;  croup,  19;  convulsions  (infantile),  47 ;  typhus  fever  (ioclud- 
mg  « typhoid  "),  10.  For  the  week  ending  March  11th,  463 : — consumption, 
68;  apoplexy,  2;  congestion  of  brain,  12;  pneumonia,  27;  congestion  of 
lungs,  9;  scarlet  fever,  10;  measles,  9;  smallpox,  32;  croup,  20;  convul- 
sions (infantile),  36 ;  typhus  fever  (including  •*  typhoid  "),  8.  For  the  week 
endinff  March  1 8th,  480  :^onsumption,  62 ;  apoplexy,  3 ;  congestion  of  brain, 
6;  inflammation  of  brain,  16;  pneumonia,  40;  scarlet  fever,  11 ;  measles,  10; 
small  pox,  10;  croup,  17;  convulsions  (infantile),  60 ;  typhus  fever  (includ* 
ing  **  typhoid  '*),  10.  For  the  week  ending  March  26th,  613 :— consumption, 
64 ;  apoplexy,  1 ;  congestion  of  brain,  10;  pneumonia,  32 ;  congestion  of  lun^ 
13;  scarlet  fever,  4;  measles,  7;  small-pox,  23;  croup,  18;  convulsions  (m- 
ftntile),  66  ;  typhns  fever  (including  **  typhoid  ")  6.  jr^ 

Brooxlth.— For  the  week  ending  February  25th,  80 :— adults,  34^  fliiA»^ 
dren,  46.    For  the  week  endinff  March  11th,  67: — adults,  26;  children,  31. 
For  the  week  ending  March  18th,  68  :— adults,  28;  children,  40.  For  the  week 
ending  March  26th,  61 :— adults,  14  ;  children,  47. 
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Died,  in  this  city,  March  11,  after  a  lingering  illness.  Nelson  Shook,  M.  D. 
in  the  41st  year  of  hia  age. 

Died,  at  Boston,  March  18,  of  disease  of  the  heart,  George  C.  Shattuck, 
M.  D.,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  S.  was  a  native  of  Templeton,  Mass., 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  a  man  of  great  personal  and  profes- 
sional worth.  He  was  a  most  Uberal  patron  of  science.  One  of  his  latest 
donations  was  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  professorship  in  Harvard 
University. 


THE 


NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  TIMES. 


Vol.  III.  MAY,    1864.  No.  8. 


dDrigraal  Camnmiiiratiniusf. 


A  Case  of  Vesico -Vaginal  Fistula,  resisting  the  actual  cautery  for  more 
than  seven  gears — Cured  in  thirteen  dags  hg  the  Author^s  process. 
By  J.  Marion  Sims,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  (late  of  Montgomery,  Ala.). 

Mrs.  H.,  the  amiable  and  accomplished  lady  of  an  intelligent  profes- 
sional gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  subject  of  this  terrible  affec- 
tioD.  It  was  the  result  of  tedious  labor;  the  child*s  head  being  firmly 
impacted  in  the  inferior  strait  for  the  twenty-four  hours  preceding  deli7er}\ 
Labor-pains  ceasing,  ergot  was  given,  but  delivery  was  not  effected  till 
craniotomy  was  performed.  It  was  a  first  labor,  the  child  being  very 
large,  weighing  full  twelve  pounds  after  the  loss  of  the  brain.  The  incon- 
tinence of  urine  began  about  eight  days  after  delivery,  up  to  which  time 
the  catheter  was  occasionally  called  for.  There  was  no  water  discharged 
during  the  24  hours  of  impaction.  Attempts  were  made  to  introduce  the 
catheter,  but  without  effect  The  fistulous  opening  was,  at  first,  large 
enough  to  admit  easily  a  No.  9  catheter,  but  under  repeated  cauteriza- 
tions, for  upwards  of  seven  years,  it  gradually  diminished  to  about  the 
fiiae  of  a  common  probe.  In  April,  1845,  four  months  afler  the  reception 
of  the  injury,  Mrs.  H.  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  distinguished 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, who  used  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  then  the  actual  cautery,  till  about 
the  middle  of  August,  but  with  no  benefit.  She  then  visited  New  York, 
and  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Mott ;  the  mention  of  whose  name 
is  sufficient  guarantee  that  all  was  done  for  her  that  science  and  art  could 
at  that  day  suggest.  After  remaining  in  New  York  about  three  months, 
and-  submitting  to  the  repeated  application  of  the  actual  cautery,  she 

VOL.  III. — NO.  8.  22 


266 


Dr.  Sims'  Case  of  Vesica  -  VaffinaZ  Fistvla.      [May, 


returned  home  in  the  same  hopeless  condition.  From  May,  1845,  to 
Dec.,  '52,  seven  years  and  a  half,  the  actual  cautery  was  used,  on  an 
average,  about  every  four  or  five  weeks. 

Mrs.  H.  came  under  my  care  in  Feb*y,  1853.  The  fistulous  opening 
was  just  above  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  mesiai 
line,  and  altogether  favorable  for  a  successful  operation.  It  ran  diagonally 
through  the  walls  of  the  bladder,  thus  forming  a  sort  of  sinuous  canal  of 
a  valvular  character.  [See  diagram.]  When  lying  on  the  side  or  sitUog 
quietly,  the  urine  escaped  in  very  minute  quantities,  enough,  however,  to 
render  life  anything  but  pleasant  or  desirable.  When  lying  on  the  back, 
it  dripped  very  freely,  indeed  quite  as  rapidly  as  secreted ;  also  while 
walking.  But  if,  by  perfect  quietude  on  the  side,  the  urine  was  retained 
till  the  bladder  became  unpleasantly  distended,  then  she  could  walk  with- 
out its  involuntary  discharge.  The  philosophy  of  this  is  plain  enough. 
The  accumulated  urine,  by  its  distention,  acted  mechanically  on  the  nar- 
row, diagonal,  sinuous  canal,  compressing  its  sides,  and  thus  closing  it  as  a 
valve. 


a — ^Bladder. 
6— Uterus. 
c — Vagina. 
d  <f— Fistula 


The  operation  was  performed  on  the  2d  of  Feb'y,  '53.  The  fistulous 
track  was  hooked  up,  and  the  vesical  septum  transfixed,  when,  by  a  gen- 
tle sweep  of  the  bistoury,  a  transverse  oval  opening  was  made  entirely 
through  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  large  enough  to  admit  the  end  of  the 
index  finger.  Two  silver  sutures  were  passed,  and  secured  by  leaden 
clampa  in  the  usual  way,  the  patient  put  to  bed,  and  the  catheter  applied — 
the  whole  operation  not  lasting  over  twenty  minutes.  The  usual  regimen 
to  ensure  constipation  was  enjoined.  The  suture  apparatus  was  removed 
on  the  thirteenth  day ;  the  cure  being  complete  and  permanent  In  three 
days  more,  Mrs.  II.  was  walking  about  the  house;  and  in  a  week  she 
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made  tbe  journey  home,  some  five  hundred  miles,  without  the  least 
mconvenience. 

What  a  commentary  on  the  imperfections  of  our  art  does  this  case 
a£ford,  when  we  reflect  that,  after  upwards  of  seven  years  of  useless  tor- 
ture by  the  heated  iron,  she  was  perfectly  cured  in  thirteen  days  by  a 
simple  operation,  which  I  shall  yet  live  to  see  characterized,  not  as  the 
work  of  an  individual,  but*  as  the  achievement  of  American  Surgery ! 

79  Madison  Avenue. 


Case    of    Croup— Tracheotomy — Successful    result.      By  James   W. 
MiKOR,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 

C.  A.;  male;  set.  18  months;  was  attacked  with  croup,  Tuesday, 
Dec.  20,  1853.  Was  promptly  and  efficiently  treated  by  an  intelligent 
parent,  with  the  remedies  usually  resorted  to,  and  generally  successful  in 
domestic  practice.  The  next  day  (Wednesday)  he  appeared  to  be  as  well 
aa  usual,  except  a  little  hoarseness  and  occasional  cough,  which  was  scarce- 
ly heeded ;  though  from  the  subsequent  development  of  the  disease,  they 
must  have  been  of  such  a  character  as  would  have  excited  alarm  in  an 
educated  ear.  As  night  approached,  the  hoarseness  and  cough  increased 
rapidly,  with  all  the  well-marked  characteristics  of  this  formidable  disease. 
The  remedies  which  had  previously  produced  relief  were  again  resorted  to ; 
but  although  they  exercised  their  full  specific  actions,  there  was  no  abate- 
ment of  the  symptoms. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Dr.  James  Crane,  of  this  city,  was  sent  for,  and 
found  him  laboring  under  all  the  well-marked  symptoms  of  the  disease, 
viz. :  dyspnoea,  dry  husky  voice,  and  cough,  4Si;c.  Ordered  calomel  and 
antimony  every  two  hours.  The  antimony  had  the  desired  efiect ;  pro- 
ducing free  vomiting.  About  3,  A.  M.,  Dr.  C.  was  again  summoned,  but 
being  engaged  with  another  case,  Dr.  C.  R.  McClellan  was  called.  He 
found  all  the  symptoms  much  aggravated ;  ordered  tincture  of  sanguinaria 
in  addition  to  calomel  and  antimony,  but  without  any  visible  efiect  Was 
again  seen  by  Dr.  C.  about  9,  A.  M.,  on  Friday ;  at  which  time  the  symp- 
toms were  so  much  aggravated  as  to  induce  him  to  request  a  consultation 
with  Dr  McClellan.  The  urgency  of  the  case  led  to  the  opinion  that  fur- 
ther medical  treatment  ,would  be  of  no  avail,  and  that  surgical  interference 
would  probably  be  require!. 
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With  this  view  I  was  sammoned  between  9  and  10,  A.  M.  On  mj 
arriva],  the  little  sufferer  was  laboring  for  breath,  with  the  mouth  and 
nostrils  dilated,  and  muscular  apparatus  of  respiration  in  the  most  intense 
state  of  action ;  the  face  and  neck  suffused  with  carbonated  blood ;  the 
breathing  stridulous,  and  voice  husky ;  in  short,  presenting  all  the  most 
pressing  indications  for  speedy  surgical  interference,  or  else  a  rapid  termi- 
nation in  death. 

This,  together  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  previous  history  of  the  case 
by  Dr.  C,  induced  me  to  fuUy  concur  with  them  in  the  opinion  that 
tracheotomy  alone  conld  afford  a  chance  for  life ;  and  I  proceeded  to  oper- 
ate with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  presented  no 
features  worthy  of  remark,  except  in  the  difficulty  in  cutting  through  the 
rings  of  the  trachea,  the  delay  produced  by  which,  with  the  violent  strug- 
gles of  the  child,  had  nearly  caused  asphyxia. 

At  one  time  we  thought  that  the  little  patient  must  die,  the  pulse 
being  scarcely  perceptible,  and  the  respirations  faint  and  few ;  but  by 
keeping  him  in  an  upright  position,  with  the  shoulders  alternately  eleva- 
ted and  depressed,  and  by  the  administration  of  brandy  and  ammonia, 
the  respiration  was  gradually  restored. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  tube,  the  posterior  sur&oe  of  the 
trachea  was  observed  to  be  of  a  yellowish  white  or  buff  color,  and  led  me 
to  believe  that  the  inflammation  had  reached  that  point,  though  the  sub- 
sequent course  of  the  case  would  favor  the  opinion  that  it  had  been  con- 
fined  to  the  larynx. 

The  clearing  up  of  the  purple  hue  of  the  face  and  neck,  as  the  fuUness 
and  frequency  of  the  inspirations  furnished  the  blood  with  oxygen,  was 
most  striking  and  satisfactory.  A  tube  was  introduced,  and  retained  by 
tapes  around  the  neck.  I  may  here  mention  that  the  one  which  waa  first 
introduced  gave  us  some  trouble,  from  not  having  the  rim  sufficiently 
broad  and  long,  in  consequence  of  which  it  could  not  be  kept  steady;  my 
own  canula  was  subsequently  introduced,  which,  having  such  a  rim, 
answered  very  well. 

The  calomel  and  Dover*s  powders,  which  had  been  previously  ordered, 
were  continued,  and  directions  left  to  clear  out  the  tube  with  a  moistened 
feather  from  time  to  time,  to  prevent  the  hardened  crust  of  mucus  which 
accumulates  and  obstructs  it  under  such  circumstances. 

Saw  him  again  the  same  evening,  and  found  no  material  change, 
except  some  febrile  reaction,  but  not  more  than  might  be  expected.    Res- 
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piration  easy  and  comfortable,  slight  mucous  r&les  in  the  bronchial  tubes. 
The  extreme  fretfulness  and  irritability  of  the  child  prevented  a  very  accu- 
rate examination.     Continued  powders. 

Saturday,  24th :  child  passed  a  tolerable  night ;  pulse  accelerated ; 
cheeks  flushed,  and  some  heat  of  skin. 

The  mother  informed  me  that  about  midnight  there  had  been  dis* 
<rharged  through  the  wound,  above  the  tube,  a  tough,  tenacious  "  phlegm,^' 
after  which  the  air  seemed  to  pass  almost  entirely  per  viae  naturalee,  the 
opening  in  the  convexity  of  the  tube  allowing  it  to  do  so,  illustrating  the 
importance  of  such  an  arrangement,  permitting  the  returning  functions  to 
be  gradually  and  steadily  resumed,  as  the  obstruction  is  removed. 

5,  P.  M.  Still  some  febrile  reaction ;  respiration  perfectly  easy,  and 
a  little  accelerated ;  but  not  more  than  would  be  the  case  with  the  same 
vaacular  disturbance  under  other  circumstances.  Inasmuch  as  the  larynx 
seemed  fully  competent  to  perform  its  functions,  and  the  trachea  seemed 
almost  free  from  disease,  I  removed  the  tube,  as  it  was  no  longer  needed, 
and  would  merely  act  as  a  foreign  body.  Fearing,  however,  that  if  the 
wound  were  closed  too  soon,  a  subsequent  return  of  obstruction  (in  larynx) 
might  take  place,  it  was  kept  moderately  dilated. 

The  same  powders  were  continued  Sunday,  25th.  Still  some  vascular 
disturbance,  but  not  more  than  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  reparation 
Wound  perfecUy  open,  permitting  a  clear  view  of  the  posterior  lining  of 
the  trachea ;  but,  strange  to  say,  scarcely  any  air  escapes  from  it  Why  is 
this  ?  It  is  only  in  coughing  that  air  in  any  volume  escapes.  Directed  to 
continue  powders. 

Monday,  26th.  Doing  well ;  brought  edges  of  wound  together  with 
■adhesive  straps ;  discontinued  powders. 

From  this  time  the  case  progressed  rapidly  to  a  favorable  termination, 
the  wound  closing  in  less  than  ten  days  from  the  time  of  the  operation. 

This  case  is  instructive,  as  presenting  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
<;es  for  an  operation ;  being  one  of  purely  inflammatory  croup,  and  the 
inflammation  confined  chiefly  to  the  larynx  and  upper  portion  of  the 
trachea. 

There  was  also  the  advantage  arising  from  very  judicious  medical 
treatment  in  the  first  instance,  and  equally  judicious  selection  of  the  mo- 
ment for  operation.  If  it  had  been  performed  sooner,  there  would  have 
been  the  doubt  as  to  whether  nature  might  not  have  effected  a  cure ; 
-deferred  an  hour  or  two,  it  would  most  probably  have  been  too  late. 
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The  question  as  to  the  proprietj  of  this  operation  has  been  much  dis- 
cussed within  the  last  few  years. 

The  English  authorities  of  the  highest  standing,  Porter,  Stokes^ 
Cheyne,  <fec.,  condemning  it  almost  entirely,  from  the  very  indifferent 
success  which  has  attended  the  operations  of  the  British  surgeons.  The 
profession  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel,  on  the  contrary,  quite  as 
generally,  and  with  full  as  great  an  array  of  distinguished  names,  viz.. 
Trousseau,  Bretonneau,  Valleix,  Velpeau,  &c.,  advocating  it  zealously, 
they  having  had  a  large  share  of  success.  I  have  no  means  of  showing 
the  comparative  success  in  the  two  countries,  but  the  French  statistics 
show  highly  favorable  results.  Of  173  operations  previous  to  1850  (of 
which  M.  Trousseau  performed  135),  45  recovered,  or  26  per  cent 

Since,  1 850,  the  per  centage  of  success  has  been  greatly  increased, 
owing,  as  M.  Trousseau  thinks,  to  improved  methods  of  treatment  intro- 
duced by  him,  such  as  ^*  the  use  of  the  double  canula,^'  abstaining  from 
the  introduction  of  either  water  or  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  as  for- 
merly, and  the  application  of  "a  large  cravat  to  temper  the  inspired  air,"* 
^  covering  the  wound  with  oiled  silk  to  prevent  the  formation  of  false 
membrane."  M.  Trousseau  thinks  it  important  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  false  membrane  on  the  surface  of  the  wound.  He  also  objects  to  blis- 
ters, because,  he  says,  false  membrane  will  form  upon  the  surface.  Why, 
even  if  it  forms,  it  should  be  so  objectionable,  he  does  not  explain. 

By  these  improvements,  17  cases  treated  by  M.  Trousseau,  and  36  in 
the  Children's  Hospital  of  Paris  (53  in  all),  19  recovered,  or  86^  per 
cent. 

In  this  country,  Dr.  Meigs  mentions  19  operations,  in  which  only  1 
in  5  recovered,  or  20  per  cent.  The  exact  statistics,  however,  I  think, 
would  show  a  much  more  favorable  result 

I  understand  that  Dr.  Ayres,  of  this  city,  has  had  2  successful  cases 
out  of  4,  or  50  per  cent.,  and  that  Dr.  Gescheidt,  of  New  York,  2  out  of 
3,  or  66y\^  per  cent.,  during  the  last  winter.  The  successful  ones  were 
ti-ue  membranous  croup.  Dr.  Jno.  Cochran,  of  this  city,  has  had  12 
cases,  of  which  only  2  recovered,  or  16|^  per  cent;  but  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  such  a  proportion  of  the  severest  operations  have  been 


*  An  india-rubber  tube,  connected  with  the  canula,  and  passed  through  a 
bucket  of  water  kept  constantly  warm,  its  end  immersed  in  the  vapor  which 
arbes  from  the  water  in  the  bucket,  would  answer  a  good  purpose,  both  to  tem- 
per and  moisten  the  inspired  air. 
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successful,  as  would  greatly  reduce  the  per  centage  of  mortality,  according 
to  Dr.  Meigs. 

Id  view  of  such  success,  we  should  certainly  not  be  justified  in  refusing 
our  sanction  to  this  operation,  both  on  the  score  of  humanity  and  of  sur- 
gical propriety. 

Even  if  the  results  had  been  much  less  successful,  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  classed  among  the  legitimate  operations  of  sui^ry. 
Even  if  the  recoveries  were  only  1  per  cent,  and  it  could  be  shown  that 
no  other  means  offered  any  prospect  of  relief,  it  should  be  resorted  to ;  for 
why  permit  the  helpless  little  sufferers  to  die  the  most  frightful  and 
agonizing  of  deaths,  when  any  means  of  relief  remain  untried,  however 
small? 

It  has  been  objected  ^*  that  the  larynx  is  not  mechanically  closed  by 
fiilse  membrane,"  and  that  *^  there  is  sufficient  space  in  all  cases  for  the 
access  of  air ;"  **  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  say  that  exudation  has 
taken  place  ;'^  'Hhat  if  the  £ilse  membrane  has  extended  below  the 
incision,  it  can  afford  no  relief  f  *'  that  bronchitis  or  pneumonia  may 
exist ;''  ^  that  the  operation  is  a  dangerous  one ;"  *'  that  the  risk  of  in- 
flammation is  great,"  dec,  which  objections  might  be  easily  answered 
seriatim,  and  shown  to  be  untenable  as  valid  objections  to  the  operation ; 
but  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  statistical  results  for  a  complete 
vindication  of  the  operation.  M.  Valleix  6ays  that  the  number  of  recov- 
eries are  **  now  too  numerous  to  allow  any  one  to  think  of  opposing  the 
operation."  When  statistical  tables  shall  show  that  medication  has 
relieved  a  larger  proportion  of  desperate  cases  than  the  operation,  then  we 
shall  be  justified  in  adopting  the  one  and  rejecting  the  other.  But,  so  far 
firom  having  any  such  countervailing  testimony,  either  in  the  form  of 
tabular  statements  or  general  professional  sentiment,  we  have  already  a 
very  fair  tabular  comparison  by  M.  Valleix,  in  which  1*7  out  of  54  cases 
of  genuine  croup,  treated  non-surgically,  were  cured,  which  is  about  the 
same  result  as  in  tracheotomy  previous  to  1850,  and  less  favorable  than 
the  operations  since  that  date. 

But  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  one  case  the  disease  is  taken 
in  its  incipient  stage,  and  full  time  is  allowed  to  bring  to  bear  all  the 
appliances  and  means  of  medication,  both  externally  and  internally ; 
while  in  the  other,  when  every  expedient  known  to  the  physician  has 
been  exhausted,  and  the  case  considered  hopeless,  so  far  as  medical  skill 
can  avail,  it  is  handed  over  to  the  surgeon,  almost  in  a  dying  condition, 
as  a  sort  of  forlorn  hope;  and,  even  under  such  unfavorable  circum- 


272  Editob's  Cases  of  Eczema.  [May, 

stances,  the  mortality  is  shown  to  be  less  than  when  genuine  croup  is 
treated  medically  alone. 

With  such  facts  before  us,  then,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  oome 
to  any  other  conclusion,  than  that  tracheotomy  should  be  resorted  to 
when  all  the  means  which  judicious  and  experienced  medidd  men  deem 
proper  have  been  tried,  and  before  the  vital  forces  have  been  impaired 
from  nervous  exhaustion  and  the  circulation  of  imperfectly  aerated  blood. 


Cases  of  Eczema  ;  with  remarks.    By  the  Editor. 

Eczema  is  at  the  same  time  the  most  frequent  in  its  occurrence,  and, 
in  some  of  its  forms,  one  of  the  most  intractable,  of  the  afiectiona 
of  the  skin  for  which  the  physician  is  called  upon  to  prescribe, 
furnishing,  as  is  well  known,  the  largest  proportion  of  those  cases  kaown 
popularly  under  the  name  of  "  salt  rheum,''  a  name  probably  derived 
from  the  moist  exudation  which  accompanies  the  chronic  form  in  some  of 
its  phases.  Appearing  at  all  ages,  in  both  sexes,  and  in  every  condition 
of  life,  and  in  the  fnost  opposite  states  of  the  system,  it  often  presents, 
under  different  circumstances,  such  a  variety  of  aspects  as  to  be  recognised 
with  difficulty  by  those  not  familiar  with  its  varying  appearances.  Ves- 
icular in  its  elementary  form,  vesicles  are  comparatively  rarely  seen  in  it 
as  usually  met  with,  except  when  simple  and  acute  in  its  character ;  by  far 
the  moat  frequent  form  in  which  it  presents  itself  being  the  chronic,  when 
it  is  characterized  by  either  inflamed  and  excoriated  surfaces  exuding 
serum,  or  surfaces  covered  with  thin,  yellowish,  lamellated  scabs,  or 
patches  of  a  dull  red  color  covered  with  branny  desquamation,  and,  not  un. 
frequently,  by  these  different  states  on  different  parts  of  the  patient  at 
the  same  time. 

The  list  of  causes  of  eczema  comprises  a  large  share  of  the  ordinary 
agents  of  disease,  both  predisposing  and  exciting,  general  and  local.  An 
important  point  in  its  pathology  is  its  evident  connection  with  derange- 
ments of  some  one  or  more  of  the  processes  of  digestion,  a  connection  very 
palpable  at  times,  and  at  other  times,  not  complained  of  by  the  patient, 
and  presenting  no  obvious  symptoms  to  the  physician.  In  these  latter 
cases,  an  examination  of  the  urinary  secretion  not  unfrequently  reveals 
important  therapeutic  principles,  and  enables  the  physician  to  prescribe 
rationally  plans  of  treatment  which,  though  recommended  by  authors 
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and  in  general  use,  are  too  often  used  only  empirically.  Among  the  nu- 
merous means  recommended  for  the  different  forms  of  the  disease,  both 
sub-acute  and  chronic,  are  alkalies  and  acids,  valuable  remedies  when  gi?en 
in  appropriate  cases,  but  which  cannot,  of  course,  suit  the  same 
kind  of  cases ;  while  we  are  left  without  any  guide  as  to  those  to 
which  each  is  adapted.  Indeed,  we  are  told  to  try  one,  and  if  that  does 
not  suoceedf  to  try  the  other,  or  to  alternate  their  use.  It  will  be  evident, 
however,  to  the  reflecting  nund,  that  some  more  definite  rules  are  neces- 
sary for  their  successful  use ;  any  point  towards  the  establishment  of  such 
rules,  may,  therefore,  not  be  without  interest  According  to  my  exper- 
ience, alkalies  succeed  be^t  in  those  in  full  health,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
those  who  are  more  or  less  plethoric,  or  who  have  indulged  in  free  habits 
of  living ;  while  those  of  strumous  diathesis  and  those  who  are  more  or 
less  debilitated  by  either  physical  or  mental  causes,  or  who  have  suffered 
from  prolonged  derangements  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  are  cachectic, 
and  espedally  when  there  is  superadded  to  these  a  shattered  state  of  the 
nervous  system,  are  most  likely  to  receive  benefit  from  mineral  acids.  It 
may  be  safely  stated,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  those  with  the  lithio  acid  dia* 
thesis  are  most  successfully  treated  by  alkalies,  with  or  without  tonics,  as 
their  condition  in  other  respects  may  indicate ;  while  those  with  the  phos« 
phatic  or  the  oxalic  diathesis  are  most  likely  to  be  relieved  by  acids,  and 
this,  too,  without  any  special  reference  to  the  form  of  the  local  disease. 

We  do  not  wish,  however,  to  be  understood  as  affirming  that  there  is 
always  a  correspondence  between  these  different  states  of  the  urinary  se- 
cretion and  the  opposite  conditions  of  the  system  alluded  to ;  but  it  is 
well  known  that  the  lithic  acid  diathesis  is  more  usually  associated  with 
the  former  of  these  conditions,  and  the  phosphatic,  and  occasionally,  the 
oxalic  with  the  latter ;  at  the  same  time  that  abundant  deposits  of  the 
iithates  are  sometimes  met  with  in  the  latter  condition,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  phosphatic,  and  still  more  frequently  the  oxalic  salts  may  not  be 
found  in  it 

There  are  certain  points  or  laws  of  what  may  be  called  the  natural 
hUtary  of  eczema,  a  knowledge  of  which,  it  is  thought,  will  materially  as- 
sist the  physician  in  the' management  of  the  disease.  The  first  of  these  is 
its  tendency  to  disappear  and  re-appear,  sometimes  without  any  appre- 
ciable cause.  This  disappearance  sometimes  flatters  with  the  belief  that 
the  remedies  are  acting  favorably,  while  the  unexpected  return  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  perhaps  in  neariy  or  quite  its  original  severity,  if  this  tendency 
of  the  disease  is  not  kept  in  mind,  tends  equally  to  dbcourage  both  the 
practitioner  and  the  patient.    Secondly,  the  occurrence  of  sudden  and 
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sometimes  severe  exacerbations,  even  when,  on  the  whole,  progressing 
fayorablj  towards  a  cure.  A  want  of  familiarity  with  this,  which  is  not 
an  unfrequent  occurrence  in  eczema,  sometimes  leads  to  a  change  of  the 
general  plan  of  treatment  when  it  was  the  correct  one,  instead  of  withholding 
the  remedies  in  use,  and  meeting  the  exacerbation  by  appropriate  means, 
and  then,  when  the  storm  has  passed,  proceeding  with  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment originally  laid  out  Then  exacerbations  can  sometimes  be  traced  to 
some  error  in  diet  or  disorder  of  the  bowels,  after  attention  to  which,  the 
course  may  be  again  resumed.  The  local  treatment,  of  course,  requires  a 
corresponding  modification  to  meet  the  entirely  different  condition  of  the  « 
affected  part.  A  neglect  of  these  precautions  oilen  disappoints  very  much, 
and  leads  to  that  vacillating  and  consequently  unsuccessful  result  in  too 
many  cases,  which  renders  the  attempt  to  manage  these  diseases  so  often 
discouraging.  A  third  law  of  eczema  may  be  said  to  be  its  tendency  to 
spread  rapidly  from  a  small  point  over  large  surfaces,  with  a  kind  oiwild- 
fire  tendency,  almost  peculiar  to  it.  This  frequently  occurs  without  any 
appreciable  cause  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  and  is  perhaps  sometimes 
owing  to  atmospheric  influences,  and  is  not  unfrequently  produced  by  the 
use  of  irritating  local  applications.  A  knowledge  of  this  peculiarity  of 
eczema  is  important,  both  on  account  of  prognosis  and  of  the  ay<Hdance 
of  any  causes  likely  to  produce  such  an  effect 

The  two  following  cases  of  eczema  ruhrum^  both  in  females,  in  which 
the  affection  was  on  precisely  the  same  parts,  and  presented  such  a  simi- 
larity in  appearance  in  the  two  cases  that  they  could  hardly  be  distin- 
guished from  each  other,  while  the  general  condition  of  one  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  other,  and  in  which  the  cure  of  one  by  an  add  and 
of  the  other  by  an  alkaline  treatment  progressed  simultaneously,  will 
illustrate,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  indications  believed  to  be  the  correct 
ones  for  the  exhibition  of  these  two  opposite  modes  of  treatment,  and  also 
some  of  the  laws  of  the  disease  above  referred  to. 

Case  I.  The  fiist  case  is  that  of  a  married  woman,  28  years  of  age) 
who  was  nursing  an  infant  five  months  old.  She  had  for  some  months 
been  under  depressing  circumstances,  both  bodily  and  mental,  and  was  at  the 
time  debilitated,  and  suffering  under  a  great  degree  of  nervous  irritability. 
She  first  noticed  a  small  spot  of  eruption  on  the  inside  of  the  little  finger 
of  the  right  hand  about  a  year  before,  which  disappeared  on  going  to  sea 
and  washing  it  frequently  with  salt  water.  There  was  no  return  of  the 
eruption  until  ten  or  eleven  weeks  previous  to  her  visit  to  me,  when  an- 
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other  spot  appeared  on  the  ring  finger  of  the  same  hand.  To  this  spot 
she  applied  (Cologne  water,  by  the  advice  of  a  physician  whom  she  con- 
salted,  which  caused  it  at  once  to  spread.  He  then  advised  another  stiU 
more  irritating  application,  which  increased  the  disease  still  more,  and  was 
followed  by  an  attack  of  acute  eruption  on  the  face,  which  was  called 
^'erysipelas."  As  the  affection  of  the  face  subsided  (doubtless  ojcute 
eezema  of  the  face),  the  eruption  on  the  hands,  forearms,  <Src.,  increased, 
and  had  remained  with  little  or  no  improvement  until  that  time.  She 
said  that  she  had  never  perspired  freely  since  the  eruption  broke  out,  and 
that  she  had  noticed  a  marked  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  urine  passed 
since  that  time. 

At  the  time  of  her  visit,  her  general  health  was  poor ;  appetite  rather 
craving;  bowels  inclined  to  be  costive,  seldom,  if  ever,  acting  without 
medicine ;  tongue  clean ;  and  she  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  and  diz- 
ziness. Urine  scanty — only  about  nine  ounces  passed  during  the  preced- 
ing eighteen  hours — turbid,  specific  gravity  1035,  and  containing  a  remark- 
able excess  of  urea.  There  was  a  spot  on  the  back  of  the  right  hand  and 
wrist,  about  five  inches  long  and  four  inches  broad,  with  a  bright  red 
surface,  cracked,  exuding  serum  from  between  the  edges  of  the  small, 
thin,  yellowish  scabs  which  incrusted  it;  and  another  smaller  spot  on  the 
back  of  the  left  hand,  less  infiamed,  and  not  moist  The  nails  of  the 
right  hand  were  also  affected,  and  that  of  the  left  thumb  had  a  fungous 
growth  at  its  root.  She  said  that  the  nail  of  the  great  toe  was  similarly 
affected,  and  that  she  had  spots  like  those  on  the  hands,  on  the  arm, 
thigh,  elbow,  kc.  She  was  directed  to  take  two  pills,  containing  each  two- 
and-a-half  grains  of  blue  pill  and  comp.  extr.  of  colocynth,  and  one-third 
of  a  grain  of  ipecac,  every  second  night,  to  be  followed  by  rhubarb  and 
soda  mixture  the  morning  after  the  pills  were  taken,  and  the  night  be- 
tween taking  the  pills  ;  a  mild  farinaceous  diet,  and  to  bathe  the  hands 
and  arms  in  a  decoction  of  wheat  bran.  Four  days  afterwards,  I  pre- 
scribed the  application  of  stramonium  ointment  to  the  worst  hand,  and 
an  ointment  of  spermaceti,  white  wax,  and  oil  of  almonds,  to  the  other ; 
and  at  the  end  of  two  days  more,  commenced  the  use  of  dilute  nitric  acid, 
with  comp.  tinct.  of  gentian  (  ft  Acid,  nitric  dilut.  5  j ;  tinct  gentian,  comp. 
I  iv.  M.  dose  teaspf.  3  t.  d.)  freely  diluted  in  water,  and  to  be  taken 
through  a  glass  tube.  After  a  treatment  of  only  seven  days,  there  was 
decided  improvement  in  both  her  constitutional  and  local  symptoms. 
Her  strength  had  improved,  and  both  hands  were  less  inflamed,  and  there 
was  no  discharge  of  serum  from  either.    The  laxative  pills  were  now  re- 
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peated,  and  at  the  end  of  four  days  more,  a  wash  of  bi-chloride  of  mer- 
cury (gi8.  IV.  to  I  viij.  water)  was  directed.  Five  days  afterwards,  the 
hands  were  still  slowly  improving,  but  she  complained  of  dizadness  and 
pain  in  the  head.  The  acid  and  gentian  mixture  was  suspended,  and  the 
pills  of  blue  mass,  colocynth,  and  ipecac,  given  every  second  night,  fol- 
lowed by  small  doses  of  salts  the  morning  after. 

Two  days  after  this,  20th  day  of  treatment,  she  was  better  in  every 
respect — the  left  hand  was  almost  natural,  the  right  hand  smoother  and 
paler,  and  without  any  exudation  from  any  part^  or  any  scabs — ^itching 
much  less — the  eruptions  all  gone  from  oUier  part»;  general  health 
improved. 

After  this,  she  neglected  attention  to  her  diet,  and  discontinued  the 
acid  and  gentian,  and  the  right  hand  became  a  little  more  inflamed ;  and 
some  days  afterwards,  she  had  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus ;  and  soon 
after^  was  lost  sight  of.  When  last  seen,  the  left  hand  was  almost  en- 
tirely well,  but  the  right  hand  was  still  red,  and  a  patch  on  it  partially 
covered  with  scales.    There  was  no  eruption  elsewhere. 

This  patch  had  been  under  treatment  in  the  city  nearly  three  months, 
without  any  benefit,  had  taken  large  quantities  of  sarsaparilla,  &c  Her 
case  illustrates  the  effect  of  local  stimulants  in  aggravating  and  extending 
the  eruption  of  eczema,  and  also  the  connection  between  derangement  of 
the  digestive  organs^  and  exacerbations  during  the  progress  of  treatment, 
and  the  result  from  proper  modification  of  treatment  to  meet  the  change. 
The  general  depressed  condition  of  the  patient,  both  moral  and  physical, 
and  the  long  continued  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs  under  which 
she  labored,  suggested  at  once  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  the  mineral 
acids,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  result. 

Casb  II.  The  second  case  was  in  a  seamstress,  22  years  old,  of  good  gen- 
eral health,  full  habit,  strong  and  healthy-looking — ^tongue  clean,  appetite 
morbidly  good — menses  regular.  Eruption  commenced  on  her  hands 
about  two  years  before,  but  did  not  become  severe  until  about  six  months 
ago.  Had  got  better  and  worse  again ;  had  taken  a  great  variety  of 
remedies,  and  used  various  local  applications.  When  first  seen,  large 
patches  of  eczema,  most  of  them  in  a  state  of  active  inflammation,  covered 
both  hands  and  forearms,  burning  and  smarting  very  much,  and  prevent- 
ing entirely  the  use  of  her  hands.  Small  patches  of  the  same  eruption 
were  also  beginning  to  appear  on  the  face.  Bowels  regular;  never  noticed 
anything  peculiar  in  her  urine,  either  as  to  quantity  or  appearance ;  urine 
not  examined. 
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Directed  pills  of  blue  mass,  coloc  and  ipecac,  every  second  night,  and 
rhubarb  and  soda  mixture  the  following  morning,  and  a  lotion  of  ace- 
tate  of  lead  (grs.  xvj  ;  water,  one  pint). 

Four  days  afterwards,  her  hands  were  much  more  inflamed  and  pain- 
ful, and  the  eruption  was  spreading  on  her  face ;  medicine  did  not  oper- 
ate freely ;  tongue  furred. 

Directed  to  continue  the  pills  and  mixture,  as  before,  and  to  take  the 
following : — ^ .  Liq.  potass.,  |  ss ;  spir.  nitr.  dulc,  f  j. — M.  Take  forty 
drops,  three  times  daily,  after  eating,  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water.  Discon- 
tinue the  wash  of  acetate  of  lead,  and  apply  stramonium  ointment 

At  the  end  of  four  days  more,  the  hands  had  improved  very  much, 
and  the  eruption  had  disappeared  from  every  part  except  the  hands  and 
wrists,  and  there  was  no  discharge  from  their  surfaces,  although  they 
were  still  of  a  bright  red  color. 

Thehands  were  still  better  at  the  end  of  the  next  four  days,  when  a 
wash  of  bi-chloride  of  mercury  was  directed  (grs.  iv.  to  §  iv.  of  water),  the 
rest  of  the  treatment  to  be  continued  as  before. 

This  wash  acted  very  unfavorably,  so  that  when  next  seen,  the  parts 
affected  were  highly  inflamed  and  very  painful,  though  better  than  the 
preceding  day.  She  was  now  directed  to  discontinue  the  wash  of  bi-chlo- 
ride, to  bathe  the  parts  in  decoction  of  wheat  bran,  and  apply  the  follow- 
ing ; — 5«  Cetacei,  cerse  albae,  et  ol.  amygd.,  d.  d.  3  iij  ;  M.  Other  treat- 
ment the  same. 

When  seen  after  the  lapse  of  five  days  more,  the  hands  and  wrists 
were  very  much  improved,  smooth,  though  still  red,  and  there  was  no 
eruption  elsewhere.  The  same  treatment,  both  general  and  local,  was 
continued.  No  notes  were  kept  of  her  case  after  this,  the  twenty-third 
day  from  the  commencement  of  the  treatment. 

The  contrast  between  the  general  condition  of  this  patient  and  of  the 
subject  of  the  preceding  case  will  be  recognized  at  once,  presenting  as  she 
did  the  marks  of  full  health,  rather  plethoric  habit,  functional  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs,  with  cheerful  spirits,  &c.,  erincing  the  call 
for  depressing  rather  than  tonic  means,  and  alteratives,  and  regulated  diet, 
which  suggested  at  once  the  use  of  the  alkaline  treatment 

Although  neither  of  the  cases  is  so  complete  as  could  be  desired,  still 
they  are  thought  to  illustrate  the  fact  that  the  treatment  of  eczema  (as  is 
true  of  many  other  cutaneous  diseases)  must  be  modified  by  the  nature  of 
the  case,  viewed  in  different  lights,  and  that  alkalies  and  acids  are  equally 
successfal  in  cases  presenting  precisely  the  same  local  appearances,  and  also 
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to  afford  examples  of  some  of  the  laws  by  which  the  disease  is  goTerned. 
It  will  be  noticed,  also,  that  the  stimulating  wash  of  bi-chloride  suited  the 
first  case,  which  went  on  improving  under  its  use,  while  it  aggravated  the 
second  to  such  a  degree  as  to  require  its  discontinuance. 


L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

Stated  meeting,  held  at  the  University,  April  6,  1854,  President,  Dr. 
Joseph  M.  Smith,  in  the  Chair.  Forty-nine  members  present  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  amended  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Admissions  recommended  the  following  gentle- 
men as  members,  who,  upon  being  balloted  for,  were  declared  Fellows 
of  the  Academy :  Drs.  Everett  H.  Kimbark,  Francis  H.  Jackson,  W.  F. 
Holcomb,  Francis  Miller,  and  A.  Barry. 

The  Committee  on  Surgery  and  Surgical  Pathology  reported,  com-  • 
mending  the  invention  of  Dr.  James  Warren,  (apparatus  for  fractures 
of  the  leg),  and  recommended  the  subject  of  Fistula  lachrymalis  for  dis- 
cussion by  the  Academy. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Health  and  Legal  Medicine  reported  hav- 
ing organized. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  bills  amounting  to  $40,53  which 
were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Special  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  a  vaccine  bureau  in  connection  with  the  Academy, 
(Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart,  Chairman),  reported  in  favor  of  the  plan,  and  present- 
ed the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  Academy  to  organize  a  Vac- 
cine Bureau  for  the  purpose  of  the  gratuitous  vaccination 'of  the  poor  of 
the  city,  and  for  furnishing  pure  matter  for  the  use  of  its  members. 

Resolved^  That  the  Trustees  of  this  Academy  be  requested  to  apply 
to  the  Common  Council  of  New  York,  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  such 
apartments  in  any  of  their  public  buildings,  as  may  be  required,  and  for 
an  appropriation  sufficient  to  cover  the  necessary  expenses  of  an  atten- 
dant, lights,  fuel  and  stationery,  setting  forth  at  the  same  time,  the  princi- 
pal reason  for  this  application,  being  the  gratuitous  and  systematic  vac- 
cination of  the  poor  of  the  city ;  showing  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  public  from  the  same,  in  view  of  the  gradual  but  continuous  in- 
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urease  of  small-pox,  parlicularly  during  the  past  winter,  in  the  course  of 
which  there  have  heen,  it  is  believed,  as  many  as  6,000  cases  in  the  city, 
together  with  such  other  data  and  arguments  as  they,  ^e  Trustees,  may 
think  necessary.  * 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  notices  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Francis  reported  progress  oa  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Astor  Library. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  G.  Adams,  at  Paris,  and  ordered  on 
file. 

Dr.  Henschel  called  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to  a  cephalotribe, 
which  he  has  lately  used  on  the  following  occasions : — 

Case  1.  A  woman  who  had  been  delivered  some  years  before,  with 
the  aid  of  instruments,  and  had  received  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  which 
had  been  successfully  treated ;  had  been  in  Jabor  with  her  second  child 
for  two  days,  when  I  was  called  in.  A  physician  who  had  been  called  in 
by  the  attending  midwife,  had  tried  to  apply  the  forceps,  but  had  not 
sncoeeded ;  I  found  the  woman  quite  prostrate,  cold,  clammy  skin,  quick, 
small  pulse,  with  hardly  any  labor  pains  ;  the  pelvis  I  calculated  to  be 
smaller  than  natural ;  the  head  of  the  child  was  firmly  impacted  at  the 
entrance  of  the  small  pelvis.  As  I  considered  her  in  great  danger,  as  no 
foetal  pulsation  had  been  discovered  for  more  than  four  hours,  I  perforated 
the  head,  after  lubricating  the  extremely  dry  parts,  and  applied  the  cephalo- 
tribe. After  screwing  together  the  blades  of  the  instrument  to  nearly  the 
fall  capacity,  I  delivered  the  head  with  much  more  ease  than  I  have  ever 
done  after  an  application  of  the  forceps,  so  much  so  that  it  astonished  my- 
self^ and  two  witnesses.    Her  getting  up  was  easy  and  safe. 

Case  2.  A  lady  from  the  east,  of  a  very  small  stature,  rickety,  who 
bad  been  delivered  several  times,  by  instruments,  of  still-bom  children, 
came  to  New  York  to  be  prematurely  delivered  by  a  relation  of  hers,  a 
medical  friend  of  mine,  but  the  proper  time  having  passed  already,  she 
had  arrived  at  the  full  period  of  gestation.  The  Dr.  had  found  an  arm 
presentation,  and  turned  the  child  ;  but  was  unable  after  the  body  was 
bom,  to  deliver  the  head.  On  arriving  several  hours  afterwards,  I  found 
tbe  neck  dislocated,  the  head  high  behind  the  symphysis  pubis.  I  applied 
the  cephalotribe,  but  had  only  partially  hold  of  the  head :  I  broke  it  up, 
but  was  not  able  to  make  traction,  the  instrument  slipping  ofifl  I  re- 
applied it,  reducing  the  head  more  still ;  but  on  finding  that  the  instmment, 
from  its  only  partial  application,  slipped  again,  I  had  recourse  to  the  sharp 
book,  and  finished  the  delivery  that  way.  The  patient  did  so  well  that 
sbe  returned  home  ten  days  afterwards. 

Case  3.  In  February  last,  I  was  called  to  see  a  woman  in  charge  of 
a  midwife  and  a  physician.  She  had  been  in  labor  for  two  days.  As  the 
bead  did  not  come  down  after  full  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  the  pelvis  be- 
ing compressed  (the  conjugate  diameter  measuring  3^  inches),  and  oblique- 
ly straightened,  the  doctor  turned  the  child,  but  was  unable  to  deliver  the 
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head :  he  had  tried  the  foTceps.  About  &v^  hours  afterwards,  I  found  the 
trunk  bora,  but  the  head  high  above  the  larger  pehis.  I  made  the  woman 
rest  on  her  knees  and  elbows ;  and  only  after  introduction  of  the  whole 
hand,  I  succeeded  in  reaching  the  left  ear,  and  a  small  p^rt  of  the  occiput 
I  perforated  this  with  the  scissor  perforator,  and  then  applied  the  cephalo- 
tribe.  It  slipped  first,  but  I  re-applied  it ;  and  after  screwingit  full  together, 
I  used  it  to  make  tractions,  first  from  above,  standing  behind,  and  higher 
than  the  patient,  and  succeeded  so,  without  much  difficulty,  in  delivering 
the  head.    She  had  a  slight  metritis,  but  was  well  after  two  weeks. 

Dr.  haae  Wood  wished  to  announce  to  the  Academy,  that  the  Grov> 
ernor  of  the  State  has  recently  given  his  sanction  to  the  law  legalizing 
the  study  of  anatomy,  a  boon  for  which  he  hoped  that  the  Aoademy 
would  be  ready  to  express  its  thanks  to  those  who  had  been  most  active 
in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  bill.  After  some  discussion  regarding  the 
history  and  merits  of  the  law.  Dr.  W.  o&red  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  carried,  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  New  York  Daily 
Time*: 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Academy  be,  and  they  are  herebj 
presented  to  the  several  gentlemen,  professional  and  others,  through  whose 
agency  the  stigma  heretofore  attached  by  law  in  our  State  to  the  study  of 
anatomy  and  £e  dissection  of  dead  bodies,  has  been  removed  by  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  by  the  present  legislature  legalizing  the  same. 

After  a  short  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Vistula  lachrymalU,  tlie 
further  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  until  the  meeting  of  the  Acad- 
emy,  in  June. 

Dr.  F,  C,  Sletoart  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Surgery,  on  the  ground  that  his  engagements  did  not  allow  him 
to  perform  the  duties  which  the  Academy  is  warranted  in  expecting  from 
a  member  of  that  Committee. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


II.    NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Extracts  from  the  Records.    By  C.  F.  Heywood,  M,  D.,  Sec. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  held  Jan'y  23,  1864,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — Dr.  M.  D.  Van 
Pelt,  President;  Dr.  J.  O.  Stone,  Vice-Pres^ent ;  Dr.  C.  F.  Heywood, 
Secretary ;  Dr.  S.  T,  Hubbard,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Joel  Foster  related  the  following  case  of  hernia,  with  operation 
terminating  fatally.  A  lady,  32  years  of  age,  was  seized  soon  after  a 
hearty  breakfast  with  severe  pain  at  the  epigastrium.  The  evening  prev- 
ious, she  had  drunk  two  glasses  of  new  ale,  and  had  passed  a  restless 
night  She  was  seen  by  Dr.  F.  at  noon,  and  was  then  making  loud 
complaints  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  she  regarded  as  colic    The 
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<3liief  seat  of  the  pain  was  near  the  umbilicus.  There  had  been  no  dejections 
from  the  bowels,  and  no  vomiting.  A  very  careful  examination  of  the 
abdomen  and  groins  was  made,  but  no  hernial  tumor  was  found:  croton  oil 
irnd  laudanum  were  administered.  At  night  the  pain  had  increased,  and 
vomiting  had  followed  the  last  dose  of  medicine.  Another  search  was 
made  for  external  evidences  of  hernia,  but  nothing  was  found.  The  fol- 
lowing prescriptions  were  ordered : — calomel  and  opium,  followed  by 
-extract  of  senna ;  an  enema  of  warm  water,  and  a  sinapism  to  abdomen. 
A  slight  discharge,  evidently  coming  from  the  large  intestine  alone,  was 
obtained.  The  next  morning  she  was  found  complaining  of  more  pain 
over  coecum  and  right  hypochondrium,  and  had  had  no  free  operation. 
Calomel  was  repeated,  and  copious  enemata  of  castile  soap  and  water 
were  given.  Some  foecal  matter  was  removed  ;  but  she  said  she  was  sure 
nothing  had  " come  through"  In  the  course  of  this  day,  she  took  senna 
and  salts,  and  the  bowels  were  poulticed :  after  this  the  pain  seemed  lessen- 
^  During  the  night,  she  vomited  greenish  matters,  but  nothing  stercora- 
ceous.  The  next  morning,  she  was  seen  to  be  not  at  all  relieved.  The 
pain  was  chiefly  referred  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  coecum.  She  had 
passed  foecal  matter  mixed  with  bile.  Of  this  fact.  Dr.  Foster  assured 
himself  by  careful  inspection.  During  the  day,  Dr.  Isaac  Wood  saw  the 
patient,  with  Dr.  Foster ;  and  they  both  made  thorough  investigation  of 
the  patient's  condition,  but  no  indication  of  hernia  was  discovered.  Cop- 
ions  injections  were  administered  with  the  pump,  and  bilious  discharges, 
with  hard,  dry  scybalous  masses,  were  passed.  She  was  seen  during  the 
day  by  another  medical  gentleman,  who  agreed  with  her  regular  attend- 
ants in  all  respects.  The  next  morning,  she  seemed  relieved — could  bear 
pressure  better.  During  the  day  vomited  but  once ;  but  no  satisfactory 
discharges  had  been  obtained  from  the  bowels.  The  following  night,  she 
^ew  worse.  The  abdomen  swelled,  and  became  tympanitic.  The  groins 
were  again  carefully  examined  ;  but  no  pain,  tenderness,  or  swelling  then 
existed  there, — and  the  paiq  was  referred  to  the  umbilical  region.  The 
next  morning,  she  was  no  better  in  appearance ;  and  examining  the  right 
side,  Dr.  Foster  immediately  discovered  a  femoral  hernia.  The  tumor 
was  very  apparent^  was  not  tender,  but  pressure  upon  it  produced  hic- 
cough. *  *  *  *  During  the  previous  36  hours,  she  had  vomited  only 
once.  At  this  time  Dr.  Mott  was  called  in.  After  ineffectual  taxis,  he 
determined  to  cut  down  upon  the  tumor.  The  sac  was  not  discolored — 
on  laying  it  open,  a  small  knuckle  of  the  ileum  was  found  strangulated, 
but  not  at  all  changed  in  color.  The  stricture  was  divided,  and  the  in- 
testine returned :  one  hour  afterwards,  a  spontaneous  evacuation  of  the 
bowels  occurred.  But  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  did  not  im- 
prove. The  pulse  continued  at  120,  the  belly  remained  tympanitic,  and 
she  died  within  24  hours  after  the  operation.  A  postmortem  examina- 
tion could  not  be  obtained. 

The  recital  of  this  case  was  followed  by  an  interesting  discussion  ;  and, 
in  answer  to  inquiries. 

Dr.  Foster  said  that  the  appearance  of  the  gut  and  the  absence  of  a 

23 
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tumor,  assured  him  that  the  strangulation  could  not  have  existed  more 
than  24  hours.  All  the  gentlemen  who  saw  the  case  believe  it  to  have 
been  simple  colic  at  the  commencement,  and  the  hernia  a  secondary  ac- 
cident There  was  no  reason  to  suspect  invagination,  as  there  were  no 
bloody  discharges,  nor  could  there  have  been  an  internal  strangulation  of 
any  other  part  of  the  alimentary  tube,  since  relief  of  the  stricture  at  the 
groin  was  followed  immediately  by  a  thorough  evacuation. 

Dr.  €.  D,  Smith  inquired  if  taxis  had  been  made  with  sufficient  care 
and  pereeverance. 

Dr.  Foster  replied,  that  taxis  was  not  abandoned  until  it  had  be^ 
come  evident  to  all  present  that  the  intestine  could  not  be  returned  until 
the  stricture  had  been  divided. 

Dr.  Batchelder  mentioned  two  or  three  cases  terminating  fatally  by 
internal  strangulation,  in  which  old  hernial  tumors  existed,  but  were  not 
implicated  in  the  attack  which  occasioned  death.  Dr.  B.  also  added  that 
he  believed  a  hernial  tumor,  if  strangulated,  always  became  tender  and 
painful.  At  any  rate,  he  would  never  advise  an  operation  before  those 
symptoms  had  occurred.  In  answer  to  some  remarks  that  had  been  made, 
Dr.  Batchelder  said  he  was  sure  that  Gimbemat's  ligament  was  never 
the  seat  of  stricture. 

Dr.  Stone  said,  that  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  hernia  had  exist- 
ed from  the  commencement  of  the  sickness  in  the  case  related  by  Dr. 
Foster.  It  was  possible  that  it  should  escape  detection,  even  when  looked 
for  with  care. 

Dr.  Foster  replied,  that  the  possibility  of  that  being  the  case  had  oc- 
curred to  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack  ;  and  that  he,  with  the 
other  medical  attendants,  made  the  most  careful  examinations,  every  day, 
without  finding  any  external  evidence  of  hernia.  And  that  at  the  cloee 
of  the  case,  the  three  gentlemen  who  had  certainly  had  the  best  means  oC 
arriving  at  a  correct  opinion,  were  unanimous  in  the  belief  that  the 
stricture  first  occurred  within  24  hours  of  the  operation. 

Dr.  Bolton  said  that,  having  previously  mentioned  two  cases  of  mem- 
branous croup^  in  which  calomel  in  large  doses  had  proved  successful^  be 
thought  it  right  to  report  a  case  which  had  recently  come  under  his  no- 
tice, in  which  this  medicine  had  failed  to  produce  any  appreciable  benefit 
The  usual  attendant  of  the  case  being  absent,  Dr.  Bolton  was  called. 
The  patient  was  a  child,  three  years  of  age,  which  had  been  complainiog 
for  a  week  of  symptoms  referred  to  the  throat  and  chest  It  bad  been 
generally  pretty  well  through  the  day,  but  had  grown  weak  towards 
evening,  and  became  much  worse  during  the  night.  The  child  bad  tak^^ 
among  other  things,  calomel  in  small  doses.  Dr.  Bolton  first  saw  it  in 
the  evening.  It  was  then  very  sick  with  oppressed  respiration.  Con- 
sultation was  held,  and  it  was  agreed  to  give  twenty  grs.  of  calomel. 
'No  efiect  being  produced,  the  same  dose  was  repeated  at  short  intervals, 
until  80  grs.  had  been  given.  Neither  vomiting  nor  purging  was  pro- 
duced during  that  night  or  the  next  day.  But  catharsis  came  on  after 
this ;  and  at  the  end  of  thirty-six  hours  from  the  first  dose,  it  became 
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neceesaty  to  check  the  purging  hy  remedies.  The  croup  was  not  at  all 
relieved,  and  the  child  died  at  the  end  of  three  dajs  after  the  treatment 
was  comm^ced. 

Dr.  Hubbard  related  the  following  case  of  membranons  croup  cured 
hy  large  doses  of  calomel.  The  patient  was  a  nursing  child,  sixteen 
months  old.  It  was  first  seen  by  Dr.  H.  on  a  Tuesday  morning.  It  had 
then  been  treated  by  another  physician  several  days,  and  had  been  re- 

farded  as  a  case  of  genuine  croup  on  the  preceding  Saturday,  and  on 
unday  was  given  up  as  hopeless.  Tracheotomy  was  proposed.  At 
the  time  of  Dr.  Hubbard's  first  visit,  tlfe  case  presented  a  very  untavor- 
able  aspect.  Quick  pulse,  cool  skin,  stridulous  and  difficult  breathing. 
Dr.  H.  ordered  ten  grs.  of  calomel  every  two  houi-s,  until  it  should  begin 
to  pass  off  by  the  bowels.  After  thirty  grs.  had  been  taken,  two  stools  oc- 
curred. It  seemed  better,  but  the  calomel  was  discontinued  for  that 
day.  The  next  day,  it  was  renewed  in  the  same  doses.  It  seemed  to 
improve  gradually,  but  steadily ;  and  on  Thursday,  after  having  taken 
150  grs.,  it  was  pronounced  out  of  danger.  On  Thursday  night,  Dr.  H. 
apprehending  a  return  of  bad  symptoms,  gave  another  dose  of  ten  grs., 
which,  with  forty  grs.  given  on  the  previous  Sunday,  made  200  grs.  Two 
days  afterwards,  the  child  was  deemed  quite  well,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
week,  was  as  well  as  usual.  None  of  the  usual  specific  effects  of  this 
drug  on  the  stools  or  gums  were  observed. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  followed,  several  cases  were 
mentioned  which  seemed  to  prove  that  calomel  was  most  beneficial  in 
thoee  cases  of  croup  in  which  it  did  not  produce  purging  or  any  other 
palpable  effect 

Dr.  Monell  alluded  to  a  case  in  which  a  child  had  taken  3  vi.  of 
calomel  by  mistake  of  its  parents,  without  producing  any  noticeaUe 


Dr.  ffeywood  inquired  if  Dr.  Bolton  or  Dr.  Hubbard  had  observed 
any  alteration  in  the  amount  or  quality  of  the  urine,  in  the  cases  related 
hj  them.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  mercury  was  eliminated  by  the 
kidneys,  when  administered  in  large  doses,  if  it  did  not  pass  off  by  the 
intestines,  or  through  the  salivary  glands. 

Dr.  Stone  reported  the  following  case  of  glossitis : 

Mr.  W.,  aged  60  years,  and  of  enfeebled  health,  had  been  troubled 
with  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the  nose,  for  which  a  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  bad  been  used  twice,  after  an  interval  of  four  days. 

Two  days  after  the  last  application,  he  had  his  hair  cut,  and  his  head 
shampooed ;  and,  after  washing  it  in  cold  water,  walked  out  of  doors. 
In  the  evening  before  going  to  bed,  he  look  notice  of  a  swelling  on  his 
to&gue,  which  caused  him  some  little  annoyance.  During  the  night  it 
had  increased  rapidly,  so  as  to  make  deglutition  painful ;  so  that  he 
became  alarmed,  and  sent  for  Dr.  S.  The  swelling  was  readily  perceived, 
occupying  the  base  of  the  right  side  of  the  tongue.  Senna  and  salts 
were  at  once  administered,  and  leeches  applied  to  the  side  of  the  neck, 
and  the  bleeding  was  promoted  by  hot  poultices.     On  the  following  day 
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the  tongue  had  swelled  very  much,  and  the  carotid  and  submaxillarj 
glands  of  the  right  side  were  also  enlarged.  Two  incisions  were  then 
made  into  the  tongue,  on  the  right  side  of  the  median  line,  which  bled 
very  freely  to  the  extent  of  six  or  eight  ounces.  This  gave  some,  but  not 
much  immediate  relief.  A  blister  was  then  applied  to  the  right  side  of 
the  neck. 

By  the  third  nighty  he  could  neither  lie  down,  or  eat,  or  speak,  and 
the  secretion  in  the  throat  (the  catarrh)  added  to  his  discomfort,  by  pro- 
moting cough.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  swelling  on  the  right  side  of  the 
tongue  had  somewhat  subsided ;  but  the  left  side  of  ihe  tongue  had 
begun  to  swell,  and  the  submaxillary  glands  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck 
had  become  enlarged,  and  the  whole  neck  was  cedematous.  Tlie  secre- 
tions in  the  throat  added  to  his  distress,  and  made  us  fear  that  his  life 
might  be  endangered  by  suffocation.  An  incision  was  then  made  upon 
the  tongue,  to  the  left  of  the  median  line.  It  was  imperfectly  performed, 
and  did  not  bleed  very  much,  but  sufficiently  so,  as  to  show  that,  on 
account  of  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  mouth,  it  was  not  devoid 
of  danger.  Another  night  was  passed  in  great  distress ;  and  he  was 
constantly  watched,  with  the  intention  to  perform  laryngotomy  if  circum- 
stances should  require  it.  By  morning  his  situation  had  improved,  so 
that  he  could  swallow  a  little.  From  this  moment  he  convalesced 
gradually,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  week  was  very  comfortable. 

The  practical  inferences  from  this  case,  are  that  the  danger  of  suffoca- 
tion may  possibly  require  operative  interference  to  enable  Uie  patient  to 
breathe ;  and  when  the  whole  tongue  is  enlarged,  symptoms  of  suffocation 
may  require  the  instant  performance  of  laryngotomy ;  and  the  surgeon 
ought  to  be  prepared  for  this  emergency,  after  incision  of  the  tongue,  if 
the  breathing  should  be  prevented  by  coagulated  blood  in  the  mouth 
and  throat. 

Dr.  Stone  also  reported  the  following  case  of  Disease  of  the  Brain, 

Mr.  C.'s  child  was  feeble  from  birth.  In  April  last,  when  three  or 
four  months  old,  it  was  affected  with  laryngismus  stridulus,  which  seemed 
to  differ  from  that  affection,  however,  in  being  attended  with  a  wheezing 
or  rattling  in  the  throat,  without  the  shrill  croupy  sound.  It  was  clearly 
spasmodic  in  its  character.  In  the  course  of  six  months,  this  abated  very 
much,  and  still  exists  in  a  comparatively  slight  degree,  but  never  seemed 
to  have  been  influenced  by  medicines. 

Of  late,  at  Halifax,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  bile  in  the  dejections, 
attended  with  depression  of  strength.  Of  this  it  was  relieved  by  a  few 
doses  of  calomel.  It  was  convalescent  from  (his  disease  when  it  was 
carried  from  Halifax  to  Boston.  On  the  24th  of  January,  Dr.  Jackson 
was  consulted,  and  he  found  it  in  the  following  condition :  Aspect  feeble ; 
countenance  pale  and  pinched,  anxious  and  fretful ;  the  appetite  sufficient; 
bowels  slow,  and  the  discharges  good.  No  febrile  symptoms.  The  most 
notable  symptom  was  an  inability  of  moving  the  right  arm :  this  had 
been  observed  for  a  week,  but  had  not  attracted  much  attention ;  the 
physician  at  Halifax  had  not  been  informed  of  it    The  sensibility  of  the 
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arm  was  not  lost.  PaBslve  motion  did  not  cause  pain.  There  were  no 
symptoms  of  cerebral  disease,  nor  did  an  examination  of  the  spinal 
region  indicate  any  disease  there.  The  child  seemed  to  be  troubled  by 
motion,  but  not  as  if  it  suffered  from  pain.  It  was  eleven  months  old, 
was  teething,  and  still  nursing.  General  directions  were  given  for  its  . 
management ;  and  although  an  unfavorable  opinion  was  entertained  of 
the  case,  nothing  seemed  to  warrant  active  treatment. 

The  child  left  Boston,  and  remained  one  day  at  Springfield ;  where,  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  December,  it  had  a  convulsion.  An  anodyne 
was  administered,  and  the  child  carried  to  New  York.  In  the  evening 
Dr.  S.  called  in  to  see  it  It  was  pale  and  sleeping,  and  could  not  be 
roused  to  consciousness.  He  was  unable  to  say  how  much  these  symptoms 
were  owing  to  the  anodyne  or  to  the  disease  in  the  head. 

On  the  following  day,  Dec.  28th,  there  was  partial  consciousness, 
or  the  attention  could  for  a  moment  be  attracted  by  a  watch,  but  it  would 
soon  lose  itself  a^ain  in  a  vacant  stare.  The  pupils  were  not  dilated  or 
contracted,  the  u-is  easily  contracted  to  the  light.  The  surface  of  the 
body  was  uniformly  of  a  natural  temperature.  The  right  arm  was 
stiffened  and  slightly  convulsed.  The  bowels  were  readily  moved  with  a 
teaspoonful  of  oil. 

The  treatment  consisted  in  lancing  the  gums,  the  administratipn  of 
one  grain  of  the  iodide  of  potash  three  times  a  day,  an  issue  to  the  neck  ; 
and  as  this  was  necessarily  slow  in  discharging,  two  blisters  were  in  suc- 
cession applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

The  symptoms  increased  in  number  and  severity.  The  right  leg  as 
well  as  the  right  arm  became  stiff,  then  the  left  leg  and  arm,  and  finally 
the  muscles  of  the  jaw,  with  the  head  bent  backwards.  The  child  died 
on  the  2d  of  Januaiy  in  a  state  of  stupor. 

No  examination  was  made  of  the  body  ;  but  we  suppose  the  seat  of 
the  disease  to  have  been  chiefiy  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  and  in  the  medulla 
oblongata ;  that  the  disease  was  chronic  in  its  character,  and  probably 
tubercular ;  that  it  originated  early  in  life,  if  not  from  birth. 

The  laryngismus,  the  bilious  attack  at  Halifax,  the  paralysis  of  the 
right  arm  at  Boston,  the  convulsions  and  loss  of  consciousness  at  Spring- 
field, and  the  consecutive  bad  symptoms  and  death  in  New  York,  all 
seemed  to  tell  one  connected  story  of  brain  disease  of  long  standing. 
Ther^  was  one  symptom,  however,  which  by  some  is  regarded  as  an 
important  indication  of  tubercular  disease,  which  was  absent  in  this  case, 
viz.  the  retraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen. 


m.    BIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
Extracts  from  Minutes,    By  Jno.  C.  Dalton,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

Meeting  of  March  24th,  1854,  at  the  Rooms  of  the  N.  Y.  Preparatory 
School  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Von  Roth  gave  an  account,  and  made  demonstrations,  of  the 
apparatus  for  accommodation  of  the  eye  to  distinct  vision  at  different 
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distances.  This  consisted  in  a  muscular  apparatus  for  moving  the  crjs- 
taline  lens  backward  and  forward,  which  was  first  discovered  by  him,  and 
of  which  he  had  given  an  account  in  a  number  of  the  New  Yorker 
Medioinische  Monaisschri/t,  for  March,  1852.  He  mentioned  that  for  all 
convex  lenses  it  was  a  general  law,  that  the  point  of  convergence  of  the 
refracted  rays  neoessarilj  came  nearer  the  poeterior  surface  of  the  lens, 
the  greater  the  distance  at  which  the  luminous  object  was  situated  in 
front  of  it.  Therefore,  if  we  consider  the  refractive  media  of  the  eye,  as 
they  properly  are,  a  collective  system  of  lenses,  it  follows  that  the  images 
of  different  objects  placed  before  the  eye  will  fidl  in  different  planes  in  Uie 
interior  of  the  globe,  according  to  their  varying  distances  in  front  of  the 
pupil.  Now,  since  the  retina  receives  all  the  rays  of  light  coming  tlirough 
the  pupil,  circles  of  aberration,  as  well  as  distinct  images,  and  since  dis- 
tinctness of  vision  depends  upon  the  distinctness  of  uie  image  on  the 
retina,  it  also  follows,  that,  so  long  as  the  condition  of  the  refracting 
media  and  their  distances  from  the  retina  remain  the  same,  vision  will  be 
distinct  only  for  objects  at  a  certain  definite  distance,  while  all  others, 
nearer  and  more  remote,  will  be  indistinctly  seen.  But  since,  in  point  of 
fact,  we  are  able  to  see  objects  distinctly  at  very  different  distances,  it  is 
evident  that  some  process  must  take  place  in  the  eye  by  which  we 
accommodate  the  organ  to  these  different  distances. 

The  study  of  this  accommodation  of  the  eye  has  given  rise  to  a  num- 
ber of  hypotheses  as  to  its  mechanism,  nearly  all  of  which  are  now  well 
known  to  be  deficient  in  exactness — as,  for  example,  the  supposed  altera- 
tion in  the  convexity  of  the  cornea ;  the  elongation  of  the  axis  of  the  eye 
by  muscular  compression  ;  the  flattening  of  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
globe,  and  the  advance  of  the  retina  toward  the  lens ;  the  exclusion  or 
admission  of  the  external  rays  by  the  variations  in  the  size  of  the  pupil ; 
the  contractility  of  the  lens  itself,  ^nd  the  modifications  in  its  figure  and 
refractive  power ;  and,  finally,  the  pretended  adaptation  of  the  eye  to 
different  distances  by  the  peculiarities  of  its  structure  alone,  without  the 
necessity  of  any  alteration  for  different  cases.  Nearly  all,  however,  are 
now  agreed  that  no  theory  at  present  has  so  few  objections  to  it  as  that  of 
a  movement  of  the  crystalline  lens. 

This  theory  is  supported  by  the  well-known  fact  that  the  eye  loses  its 
power  of  accommodation  after  the  operation  for  cataract,  and  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  patients  are  obliged  to  use  glasses  of  different  con- 
vexities for  looking  at  near  and  remote  objects.  It  is  true  that  patienta 
occasionally  regain  afterward  their  power  of  distinguishing  objects  at 
different  distances  without  spectacles ;  but  this  may  be  in  part  explained 
by  the  incomplete  regeneration  of  the  lens,  which  has  been  known  to 
occur  in  rare  instances,  as  testified  to  by  Soemmering,  Textor,  Valentin, 
and  Leroy  d^Etiolles.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  even  here  the  eye  actually  recovers  its  power  of  accommodation  ; 
for  we  can  at  any  time  distinguish  the  form  of  objects  at  different  dis- 
tances, though  indistinctly,  even  when  the  eye  is  not  directed  to  them. 

It  is  also  an  important  fact,  that  a  very  inconsiderable  movement  of 
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the  lens  would  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  adaptation  of  the  eye  to 
all  distances  between  five  inches  and  an  infinite  distance.  According  to 
the  calculations  of  Olbers,  Moser,  and  Senff,  it  would  require  an  antero- 
posterior movement  of  only  ^ve  lines ;  according  to  Valentin  of  only  one 
line.  Engel  experimented  upon  the  separated  lens,  and  observed  the 
images  produced  by  its  refraction  at  different  distances  with  a  horizontal 
microscope.  He  found  that  the  greater  number  of  human  lenses  required 
almost  no  accommodation  for  distances  varying  from  1  to  216,000  Paris 
inches.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  a  very  slight  movement  of  the  lens 
will  be  sufficient  to  make  the  accommodation  perfect. 

Another  appearance,  noticed  first  by  Hueck,  makes  it  probable  that 
the  lens  really  moves  in  the  interior  of  the  globe.  He  ooserved  that 
when  the  eye  was  fixed  alternately  on  near  and  remote  objects,  the  pupil 
remaining  contracted  under  a  bright  light,  the  iris  was  protruded  into  the 
anterior  chamber  when  the  eye  was  directed  to  a  near  object,  and  returned 
U>  its  plane  figure  when  the  object  was  removed  to  a  distance.  This  pro- 
trusion of  the  iris  was  probably  due  to  a  pushing  forward  of  the  lens. 

The  movement  of  the  lens,  too,  has  been  considered  much  more 
probable  since  the  discovery  of  the  Ciliary  muscle^  or  Tensor  Choroidce^ 
as  it  is  called  by  Briicke,  the  fibres  of  which  appear  to  constitute  a  real 
locomotory  apparatus.  There  was  one  difficulty,  however,  which  has 
never  yet  been  completely  solved  ;  namely,  to  find  the  antagonistic  force 
for  this  muscle.  For  a  muscle  without  any  such  antagonism  to  counter- 
balance its  natural  tonicity,  would  be  altogether  a  physiological  anomaly. 
Hueck  thought  that  when  the  ciliary  muscle  contracted,  the  aqueous 
humor  was  forced  in  behind  the  lens.  Wallace  supposes  the  muscle  to 
operate  by  compressing  the  veins,  and  producing  a  congestion  and  elonga- 
tion of  the  ciliary  processes.  Todd  and  Bowman,  again,  consider  the 
antagonism  of  the  muscle  to  reside  in  the  elasticity  of  the  neighboring 
parts.  If  we  adopt  this  view,  however,  we  must  either  suppose — first, 
that  while  in  a  state  of  rest,  the  eye  is  adapted  to  the  greatest  possible 
distances,  and  the  ciliary  muscle,  therefore,  not,  like  all  other  muscles,  in 
a  condition  of  moderate  contraction  (tonicity),  but  in  a  state  of  complete 
relaxation ;  or,  secondly,  that  when  in  a  state  of  rest,  the  eye  is  adapted 
for  medium  distances,  and  the  tonicity  of  the  muscle  counterbalanced  by 
the  elasticity  of  the  neighboring  parts.  In  that  case,  adaptation  to  greater 
distanoes  could  only  be  accomplished  by  a  spontaneous  relaxation  of  the 
muscle, — which  is  also  without  analogy  in  the  rest  of  the  muscular 
aystem. 

The  motive  apparatus  of  the  lens  really  consists  in  two  muscles,  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  antagonize  each  other, — which  are  constantly  present  in  birds 
and  the  human  species,  and  which,  by  their  situation  and  attachments,  are 
evidently  intended  to  move  the  lens.  They  are  called  by  Dr.  Von  Roth 
the  protrahens  and  retrahens  Untie.  They  are  composed,  in  birds,  of 
striped,  and  in  the  human  species,  of  unstriped,  muscular  fibre. 

These  muscles  form  two  flattened  bands,  lying  between  the  sclerotic 
«nd  choroid,  and  extending  circularly  round  the  entire  circumference  of  the 
anembranes. 
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The  protrahens  lentia  (a)  occupies  the  space  between  the  iris  and 
the  great  circumference  of  the  lens.  It 
originates  from  the  inner  surface  of  the 
sclerotic,  at  its  anterior  edge,  along  the 
whole  extent  of  the  canal  of  Schlemmius, 
and  is  inserted  into  that  part  of  the 
choroid  which  is  attached  to  the  lens,  as 
the  "  ciliary  body."  The  existence  and 
situation  of  this  muscle  has  been  long 
known;  but  a  variety  of  opinions  have 
been  entertained  with  regard  to  its  charac- 
ter and  function,  and  it  has  been  known 
accordingly  under  a  variety  of  names.  It  is  spoken  of  by  Bock,  Wil- 
son, and  others,  as  the  ^ligamentum  ciliare;"  Briicke  calls  it  the 
"tensor  choroidse;"  Todd  and  Bowman  describe  it  as  the  "ciliary 
muscle ; "  while  Bochdalck,  again,  calls  it  the  '*  ciliary  ganglion,"  and 
denies  altogether  its  muscular  character. 

The  retrakens  lentis  (6)  originates  also  from  the  sclerotic,  somewhat 
further  back  than  the  commencement  of  the  ciliary  folds  in  the  choroid, 
and,  running  forward,  is  inserted  into  the  ciliary  body  opposite  the 
insertion  of  the  proirahens. 

These  muscles  may  be  most  easily  demonstrated  in  the  following 
manner.  The  eye  of  any  large  bird  is  to  be  taken  and  divided  by  longi- 
tudinal  sections,  two  lines  or  more  apart,  running  through  the  whole 
thickness  of  the  membranes.  A  section  is  then  to  be  placed  under  water, 
the  hyaloid  membrane  and  retina  removed,  and  the  pigment  brushed  away 
from  the  choroid  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil.  The  preparation  is  then  to  b« 
fixed  upon  one  of  its  edges,  and  the  choroid  drawn  rrom  behind  forward, 
and  made  tense  in  this  position.  In  this  manner  the  retrakens  is,  with 
a  little  practice,  very  readily  brought  into  view. 

In  order  to  show  the  protrakens^  the  iris  is  to  be  separated  from  ita 
attachment  to  the  sclerotic,  and  drawn  backward  with  the  ciliaiy  pro- 
cess ;  by  which  the  protrahens  muscle  is  stretched  and  well  brought  into 
view,  (a.)     If  the  choroid  is  now  returned  to  its  natural  situation,  it  can 
^      If       be  readily  seen  that  the  place  where  the  two  muscles,  separa- 

\  l^     ted  only  by  a  narrow  interval,  are  inserted  into  the  ciliary 

M     body,  is  marked  by  a  fine  line.     After  th«  pigment  has  been 

'' v\    ^^^^^^^y  I'^inoved,  this  line  can  be  seen  on  the  inner  surface  of 

5/  \    the  choroid,  encircling  the  ciliary  body ;  and  it  is  easy  to 

make  sure  that  the  insertion  of  the  muscles  corresponds  to  the 

larger  circumference  of  the  lens.     If  the  choroid  is  too  violently  stretched 

the  muscles  tear  away  from  it,  and  remain  usually  attached  to  the  scle* 

rotic,  as  narrow  bands,  with  finely  serrated  free  edges.    These  fragments, 

brought  under  the  microscope,  give  an  elegant  view  of  striped  muscular 

fibres,  mixed  with  elastic  tissue. 

After  having  satisfactorily  demonstrated  the  existence  and  situation  of 
these  muscles,  and  particularly  of  the  retrakens]  in  the  eye  of  the  birdi  a 
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similar  preparation  may  be  made  of  the  human  eye.  The  arrangement 
is  here,  noweyer,  somewhat  different  In  the  first  place,  the  reirahens 
cannot  be  so  distinctly  demonstrated  as  a  continuous  band  completely 
encircling  the  ciliary  body  ;  but  in  its  place  are  to  be  seen  only  bundles 
of  fibres,  of  varying  thickness  and  consistency,  which  are  colored  with 
brown  pigment,  and  are  not  to  be  distinguished,  by  the  naked  eye,  from 
the  fibres  of  areolar  tissue  which  run  between  the  choroid  and  sclerotic. 
The  only  difference  is  that  here,  in  the  zone  corresponding  to  the  situa- 
ation  of  the  retrahens  in  birds,  the  bundles  of  fibres  are  thicker  than 
elsewhere.  The  microscope  shows  these  bundles  to  be  composed  of 
elastic  tissue  and  unstriped  muscular  fibres. 

The  action  of  these  muscles  may  be  easily  understood  from  their 
situation  and  direction.  Since  they  are  firmly  attached  to  the  ciliary 
body,  and  this  last  is  adherent  to  the  capsule  of  the  lens  by  the  zonulot 
Zinnii,  it  follows  that  the  protrahens,  in  contraction  must  draw  the  lens 
forward  towards  its  point  of  attachment  to  the  sclerotic,  which  necessarily 
remains  immovable  ;  while  the  contraction  of  the  retrahens  carries  the 
lens  backwards  toward  its  own  point  of  attachment 

There  remains  one  serious  objection,  however,  which  has  been  made 
to  the  supposition  of  any  movement  of  the  lens  in  the  interior  of  the 
globe.  The  question  is  very  properly  asked,  What  becomes  of  the 
aqueous  humor  when  the  lens  is  advanced  ?  and,  What  fills  the  space  which 
has  been  left  behind  it  ?  The  aqueous  humor  is  not  compressible,  and 
cannot  escape  behind  the  lens ;  for  the  opening  which  was  imagined  by 
Haeck  to  give  passage  to  it,  has  no  existence;  and  it  appean  from 
Senff's  minute  measurements  {Wapner^8  ITandworterbueky  Taii  16,  ^, 
302),  that  we  cannot  suppose  any  variation  in  the  convexity  of  the 
cornea. 

It  is  the  belief  of  Dr.  Yon  Roth  that  the  variation  in  capacity  of  the 
different  cavities  of  the  globe  is  compensated  by  the  action  of  the  ciliary 
processes.  The  structure  of  these  bodies,  and  the  &n-shaped  arrange- 
ment of  the  zonula  Zinnii,  which  covers  them,  are  both  favorable  to  mis 
supposition.  As  their  vascular  tufts  project  into  the  posterior  chamber, 
they  will  be  compressed  by  the  aqueous  humor  when  Uie  lens  advances, 
and  deliver  their  blood  into  the  vessels  of  the  choroid  behind ;  so  that 
their  partial  emptying  will  give  space  for  the  aqueous  humor  just  in  pro- 
portion as  this  is  encroached  upon  by  the  advancing  lens.  Neither  can 
any  vacuum  be  produced  behind  the  lens,  since  the  blood  which  has  left 
the  ciliary  processes  fills  the  vessels  of  the  choroid,  and  exerts  a  lateral 
pressure  on  the  vitreous  hnmor. 


Cnmfipnnknrt 


To  Dr.  Bulkley,  Editor  of  N.  T.  Medical  Times : 

A  correspondent  in  your  last  number,  in  commenting  on  the  notice  of 
M.  Vidal's  Treatise  on  Venereal  Diseases,  appears  to  be  under  the  impres- 
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sioa  that  the  writer  of  that  article  k  the  author  of  the  aBsertion  ^'that 
Eicord  admits  the  coDtagiousness  of  the  macous  tubercle ;"  and  he  attempts 
to  prove  the  fallacy  of  that  statement  The  writer  of  that  notice  declines 
being  considered  the  author  of  that  observation ;  and  if  your  correspondent 
will  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to  p.  51  of  Dr.  Blackman's  translation,  he  will 
findfthat  it  is  Vidal  himself  who  thus  asserts.  And  again,  Sir,  if  he  will  refer 
to  p.  Y6  of  Doane's  translation  of  Bicord,  he  will  read  the  following  language : 
^  And  yet  the  contagion  of  the  mucous  pustule  seems  to  be  prov^  and 
in  some  individuals  it  seems  to  be  the  first  symptom  of  syphilis.  But, 
contagious  by  an  intangible  vital  process  which  cannot  be  explained,  the 
mucous  tubercle  cannot  be  transmitted  by  inoculation."  At  p.  79  we  find 
the  following :  '*  The  mucous  tubercle  is  proof  of  oonstitutional  syphilis  f 
and  at  p.  77,  ^  If  we  cannot  find  a  chancre  on  the  penon  actually  afifected 
with  them  (mucous  tubercles),  the  individual  from  whom  he  has  contracted 
them  has  had  chancre.''  This  surely  is  an  admission  that  the  mucous 
tubercle  is  a  secondary  affection,  and  that  it  is  of  a  contagious  diaracter. 

But  allow  me  to  send  you  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  a 
respectable  physician  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  dated  Paris,  Dec,  1853.  ^^I 
saw  Vidal  at  his  house  a  few  days  ago :  he  said  that  in  every  journal 
there  were  observations  of  other  physicians  confirming  the  contagious 
property  of  the  secondary  symptoms  of  syphilis,  and  mentioned  pardcu- 
larly  Nos.  143  and  145  of  the  Maniteur  da  H6pitau^  for  1853.  Me  also 
said  that  soon  there  would  appear  a  report  of  M.  Depaul,  to  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Paris,  on  the  subject.  He  also  mentioned  a  memoir  of  M. 
Bardinet,  ancten  Interne  de  M,  oaneon,  which  was  ^eonfirmati/y  and  stated 
that  Bardinet  was  high  authority.  M.  Vidal  said,  too,  that  M.  Ricord, 
who  at  first  was  inclined  to  doubt,  begins  now  to  be  convinced." 

Your  correspondent,  in  quoting  the  remark  of  Vidal,  p.  266,  in  refer- 
ence to  Ricord's  denial  of  the  contagious  nature  of  mucous  papule,  should, 
injustice  to  the  author,  have  added  the  next  sentence.  **  However,  we 
shall  find  certain  doubts  expressed  in  his  work—Hsertain  contradictions, 
which  would  place  him  among  the  contagionists.'' 

But  as  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  the  arena  of  medical  discussion,  I  here 
leave  the  subject  V. 


ttitanaL 


^^ Anatomical  Bill.'" — ^We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  announce  the 
passage  of  the  *^  Anatomical  Bill "  by  both  houses  of  our  legislature,  an 
event  which  will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  all  the  friends  of  science,  and 
we  may  also  add,  of  humanity,  and  by  a  vote  in  the  Senate  (23  to  3), 
which  shows  a  decided  change  of  opinion  in  its  favor  since  its  defeat  last 
year,  and  its  hard  struggle  through  the  lower  House  the  present  session. 
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The  modifications  io  whicli  it  has  been  subjected  will,  we  trust,  satisfy  its 
opponents ;  while  its  provisions  will  afford  great  relief  to  all  directly  con- 
nected with  the  cause  of  medical  education  in  our  country,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  will  protect  the  sanctity  of  the  grave,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  occupation  of  those  who  have  thrived  by  its  violation. 

Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  ol/ject,  the  able  introductory 
address  of  Prof.  Draper,  of  the  University  Medical  College,  delivered  at 
the  opening  of  the  session  last  fall,  doubtless  rendered  essential  service,  by 
reviving  the  subject,  and  presenting  its  claims  in  a  strong  light,  and  by 
removing  the  prejudices  of  many  who  had  fonnerly  decided  the  question 
in  their  own  minds  without  any  examination  of  it»  merits,  and  thus  prepar- 
ing the  public  mind  for  its  fair  investigation.  Among  those  more  directly 
active  in  the  cause,  was  Prof.  Paine,  of  the  same  institution,  who  devoted 
weeks  to  it  in  Albany  during  the  winter,  and  by  his  judicious  and  perse- 
vering efforts  doubtless  contributed  much  towards  effecting  the  great 
ehange  which  has  been  gradually  taking  place  in  the  minds  of  our  legis- 
lators on  the  subject. 

We  do  not  feel  that  the  narrow-minded  objection  that  it  aids  medical 
schools  only,  ought  to  be  listened  to  one  moment  by  the  members  of  a 
liberal  profession.  Every  thing  which  conduces  to  the  preparation  of  those 
who  are  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  our  calling  should  receive  the 
cheerful  sanction  of  us  all ;  and  we  trust  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
will  be  found  broad  enough  to  afford  facilities  even  to  physicians  in  the 
country,  who,  by  having  a  student  or  two,  which  can  usually  be  easily 
done,  may  be  enabled  to  enjoy  its  privileges  and  protection.  We  con- 
sider the  law  a  boon  both  to  the  profession  and  to  the  public,  and  doubt 
not  that  the  free  discussion  of  its  merits  which,  has  been  elicited,  will  prove 
of  service  to  us  as  a  body,  and  also  serve  to  liberalize  the  feelings  of  the 
community. 

We  annex  a  copy  of  the  Senate  bill,  as  reported  by  special  committee 
appointed  to  report  complete,  with  amendments,  which  has  passed  and 
received  the  approval  of  the  Governor.  The  committee  consisted  of  four 
members  favorable  to  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  one  opposed 
to  them : — 

An  Act  to  promote  Medical  Science, 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  lawful,  in  cities  whose  population  exceeds 
30,000  inhabitants,  to  deliver  to  the  professors  and  teachers  in  medical 
colleges  and  schools  in  this  State,  and  for  said  professors  and  teachers  to 
receive,  the  remains  or  body  of  any  deceased  person,  for  the  purpose  of 
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medical  and  surgical  study ;  provided,  that  said  remains  shall  not  have 
been  regularly  interred,  and  shall  not  have  been  desired  for  interment,  by 
any  relative  or  friend  of  said  deceased  person,  within  twenty-four  hours 
aftier  death ;  provided  also,  that  the  remains  of  no  person  who  may  be 
known  to  have  relatives  or  friends  shall  be  so  delivered  or  received  with- 
out the  consent  of  said  relatives  or  friends ;  and  provided  that  the  remains 
of  no  one  detained  for  debt,  or  as  a  witness,  or  on  suspicion  of  crime,  nor 
any  traveler,  nor  of  any  person  who  shall  have  expressed  a  desire  in  his 
or  her  last  sickness,  that  his  or  her  body  may  be  interred,  shall  be  deliv- 
ered or  received  as  aforesaid,  but  shall  be  buried  in  the  usual  manner; 
and  provided,  also,  that  in  case  the  remains  of  any  person  so  delivered  or 
received  shall  be  subsequently  claimed  by  any  surviving  relative  or  friend, 
they  shall  be  given  up  to  said  relative  or  friend  for  interment.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  professors  and  teachers  decently  to  bury  in  some 
public  cemetery,  the  remains  of  all  bodies  after  they  shall  have  answered 
the  purposes  of  study  aforesaid ;  and  for  any  neglect  or  violation  of  this 
act,  the  party  so  neglecting  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  of  not  less  than 
$25,  nor  more  than  t50,  to  be  sued  for  by  the  Health  Officers  of  the  said 
cities,  or  of  other  places,  for  the  benefit  of  their  department. 

Sec.  2.  The  remains  or  bodies  of  such  persons  as  may  be  so  received 
by  the  professors  or  teachers  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  medical  and  surgical  study  alone,  and  in  this  state  only ;  and  whoever 
shall  use  such  remains  for  any  other  purpose,  or  shall  remove  such  re- 
mains beyond  the  limits  of  this  State,  or  in  any  manner  traffic  in  the  same, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction,  be 
imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year  in  the  county  jail. 

Seo.  3.  Every  person  who  shall  deliver  up  the  remains  6f  any  deceased 
person  in  violation  of  or  contrary  to  any  or  all  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  every  person  who  shall  receive  said 
remains,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  delivered  contrary  to  any  of  the 
provisions  of  said  section,  shall  each  and  every  of  them  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor. 

Sec.  4.  All  laws,  as  far  as  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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On  Rheumatism^  Eheumatic  Gout  and  Sciaticay  their  pathology ^  symp- 
tom^j  and  treatment.  By  Henry  William  Fuller,  M.  D.,  Cantab., 
Fellow  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Physic,  London ;  Assistant  Physician  to 
St.  George's  HospiUl,  <kc.,  &c.  New  York :  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  261 
Pearl  Street,  1854,  pp.  322. 
The  profession  has  long  felt  the  urgent  need  of  some  work  which 

should  present  clearly  the  results  of  modem  researches  into  the  pathology 
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and  treatment  of  rheumatism,  and  this*  we  think,  is  well  done  by  Dn 
Faller,  in  the  treatise  before  us.  With  correct  views,  as  we  believe,  of 
the  pathology  of  the  disease,  and  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  its  char- 
acter and  symptoms,  and  extensive  experience  in  the  treatment  of  it  under 
favorable  circumstances,  he  has  laid  the  profession  under  obligations  for 
the  best  work  on  the  subject  which  has  ever  appeared. 

The  divisions  of  rheumatism  adopted  by  Dr.  Fuller,  are :  Ist,  acute 
rheumatism  or  rheumatic  fever ;  2d,  rheumatic  gout ;  3d,  chronic  rheu- 
matism; 4th,  neuralgic  rheumatism.  Each  of  these  divisions  is  passed 
in  review ;  the  first,  with  its  sequels  and  complications,  occupying,  as  its 
importance  entitles  it  to,  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the  work.  He  consi- 
ders the  disease  as  depending  on  the  presence  in  the  system  of  a  materies 
morbi,  the  product  of  a  faulty  assimilation — of  vicious  metamorphic 
action.  This  materies  morbi  he  considers  to  be  an  acid  or  an  acidulous 
compound,  which  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing  to  be  lactic 
acid.  The  indication  of  treatment,  therefore,  is  to  exhibit  alkalies  and 
neutral  salts,  freely,  to  neutralize  the  acid,  diminish  its  irritating  property, 
and  promote  its  elimination ;  and  to  further  promote  these  objects  by  the 
administration  of  purgatives,  sudorifics,  and  diuretics,  to  act  upon  the  vari- 
ous excretions.  Dr.  F.  holds  out  the  encouraging  hope  that  the  average 
duration  of  a  complicated  attack  of  rheumatism  may  be  reduced,  by  judi- 
cious treatment  from  a  month  or  five  weeks  to  ten  days  or  a  fortnight. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  have  some  definite  and  rational  plan  of  treatment 
which  shall  thus  abridge  the  duration  of  this  disease,  and  at  the  same 
time  diminish  the  chances  of  those  serious  complications  which  so  often 
compromise  the  future  comfort,  if  not  the  life,  of  the  sufierer ;  and  agree 
with  Dr.  F.  that  **  each  and  every  plan  of  treatment  which  has  been  hith- 
erto proposed,  is  regarded  by  the  profession  as  unsatisfactory;"  and  also 
that  *'  what  is  wanted  is  far  less  the  discovery  of  any  new  medicines,  than 
the  adaptadon  of  our  present  remedies  to  the  exigencies  of  each  case."  We 
feel,  however,  as  Dr.  F.  says,  that  "  of  late,  rapid  progress  has  been  made 
towards  a  full  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  malady." 

Before  entering  upon  an  explanation  of  his  own  views  of  the  proper 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  Dr.  F.  passes  in  review  the  leading  plans  which 
have  been  most  advocated  for  its  cure,  discussing  them  with  candor,  and 
awarding  to  each  its  proper  rank  in  the  scale,  and  pointing  out  the  parti- 
cular conditions  of  the  system  and  form  of  the  disease  in  which  each  is 
most  likely  to  succeed,  as  bleeding,  purging,  opium,  vapor  and  hot-air 
baths,  mercury,  tartar  emetic,  cinchona,  colchicum,  guaiacum,  nitrate  of 
potash,  lemon  juice,  and  alkalies  and  their  salts.  The  difficulty  is,  that 
in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism,  each  remedy  or  class  of  remedies 
has  been  too  exclusively  relied  upon.  He  says,  '^  There  may  be  occasions 
in  which  blood  letting,  or  opium,  or  calomel  and  active  purging,  are  neces- 
sary ;  there  may  be  circumstances  which  call  for  the  exhibition  of  guaia- 
cum, of  nitrate,  of  colchicum,  or  other  agents ;  but  it  seldom,  if  ever, 
happens  that  the  cure  of  acute  rheumatism  can  be  safely  intrusted  to  any 
single  remedy,"  ( p.  06).  The  treatment  usually  had  recourse  to  by  our 
auuor,  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  is  made  of  alkalies  and  the  neutral 
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saltB,  with  colcbicnm,  calomel,  and  opiam.  Sometimes  he  adds  a  Utile 
antimony,  sometimes  gi^es  purgatives,  and  occasionally,  though  rarely, 
premises  a  moderate  blood-letting.  He  n^^ver  uses  baths,  if  the  skin  act 
freely ;  but  if  it  remain  dry,  and  hot,  and  burning,  he  endeavors  to  stimu- 
late \\B  action  by  means  of  the  vapor  or  the  hot-air  bath.  The  form  of  rem- 
edies most  usually  given  by  Dr.  Fuller  is  that  of  a  simple  saline  or  nitre 
draught,  to  which  he  usually  adds  from  two  to  three  drachms  of  the  potassio- 
tartrate  of  soda,  ten  or  fifteen  minims  of  the  vinum  colchici,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  minims  of  the  vinum  antimonii,  and  ^m  ten  to  fifteen  minims  of 
tinctura  opii,  or  of  Battley^s  sedative  solution,  to  be  repeated  every  three 
or  four  hours,  during  the  first  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours.  If  the  pain 
is  excessive,  he  gives  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium,  or  an 
equivalent  dose  of  Dover's  powder,  once  or  twice  daily.  The  mixture  ift 
only  repeated  every  fifth  or  sixth  hour,  after  the  symptoms  begin  to  sub- 
side ;  and,  after  the  lapse  of  three  or  four  days,  he  usually  commences 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  quina,  taking  care  to  keep  the  bowels  freely  open 
by  the  occasional  exhibition  at  bedtime  of  two  or  three  gnuns  of  the  ace- 
tous extract  of  colchicum,  with  aloes  or  rhubarb,  and  if  necessary,  a  min 
of  calomel  or  blue  pill.  If-  there  is  any  return  of  pais,  or  coating  of  the 
tongue,  the  use  of  quina  is  suspended,  and  that  of  alkalies  is  resumed. 
Dr.  F.  is  also  partial  to  local  applications,  and  usually  employs  the  fol- 
lowing :  Potass.  Carbon.,  §  i ;  Liq.  Opii  Sedativi,  3  vi ;  Aqu.  Rosar. 
§  ix ;  sometimes  substituting  the  decoction  of  poppies  for  the  liquor  opii 
and  rosewater.  Thin  fiannel  soaked  in  one  of  these  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  inflamed  parts,  and  the  whole  then  wrapped  up  in  gutta  percha. 

Dr.  F.  enters  fully  into  the  consideration  of  the  diseases  of  the  heart 
so  frequently  met  with  in  connection  with  rheumatism,  which  render  the 
simplest  case  most  formidable,  and  which  therefore  constitute  a  veiy  im- 
portant part  of  the  subject.  After  discussing  at  length  the  causes  of  this 
afifection  of  the  heart,  he  enters  fully  into  a  consideration  of  its  pathologi- 
cal effects,  itB  symptoms,  progress,  and  terminations,  followed  by  his  view 
of  the  correct  principles  which  should  govern  its  treatment,  and  gives  sta- 
tistics of  heart-diseases  in  connection  with  rheumatism.  A  chapter  is 
then  devoted  to  affections  of  the  brain,  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and 
pleurae,  and  disorganization  of  the  joints,  as  complications  and  consequen- 
ces of  acute  rheumatism.  The  subjects  of  rheumatic  gout,  chronic  rheu- 
matism, and  sciatica,  and  other  forms  of  neuralgic  rheumatism,  are  then 
taken  up  in  successive  chapters,  and  the  nature,  symptoms,  and  treatment 
of  each  fully  discussed ;  and  we  have  to  regret  that  our  limits  will  not  allow 
us  to  abstract  freely  from  this  as  well  as  from  other  parts  of  this  valuable 
work ;  but  many  additional  pages  would  not  allow  us  room  to  give  even 
an  analysis  of  a  work  containing  so  much  that  is  sound  in  pathology,  and 
judicious  and  discriminating  in  practice.  Dr.  F.  gives  us  not  only  the 
fruits  of  his  extensive  observation,  most  judiciously  conducted,  but  quotes 
freely  from  the  experience  of  others,  and  has  given  us  a  work  which  we 
feel  that  we  can  most  safely  recommend  as  embodyhag  a  large  amount  of 
valuable  information  on  a  subject  respecting  which  all  are  ready  to  confess 
their  need  of  information,  and  which  we  cannot  but  hope  will  do  much 
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towards  diflseminatiog  what  we  believe  to  be  t  he  true  pathology  of  this 
diflease,  and  establkhiDg  the  practice  founded  upon  such  a  view  of  its 
nature. 

HomcRopaihy ;  its  tenets  and  iendencieSy  theoretical^  ilieological^  and 
therapeutical.  By  Jamss  Y.  Simpson,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  R,  Professor 
of  Midwifery,  University  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  Physician-Accoucheur  to 
the  Queen,  for  Scotland,  <&;c.,  &c.  First  American,  from  the  third 
Edinburgh  edition.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854 :  pp. 
804. 

Homoeopathy  fairly  represented,  A  reply  to  Professor  Simpson's 
^Homoeopathy^*  misrepresented.  By  Wiliam  Henderson,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  General  Pathology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
First  American,  from  the  last  Edinburgh  edition.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  is  Blakiston,  1854  :  pp.  302. 

The  policy  of  a  serious  notice  of  a  system  so  absurd  as  that  known 
and  practiced  under  the  name  of  homoeopathy,  has  been  doubted  by 
many  ;  but  we  feel  that  a  record  of  its  pretensions  and  of  its  absurdities 
should  be  made,  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  medical  aberrations  and 
deceptions  witnessed  at  different  periods  of  time  ;  and  we  feel,  too,  that 
the  claims  of  such  a  system  should  be  met  otherwise  than  by  ridicule,  if 
only  to  silence  them  the  more  effectually.  The  task,  in  the  present 
instance,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  master  hand,  and  executed  in  a  man- 
ner worthy  of  the  man ;  and  such  has  been  the  demand  for  the  work, 
that  it  has  reached  a  third  edition,  and  increased  in  sisse  to  a  volume  of 
over  300  pages ;  and  it  is  no  small  wonder  how  a  man  with  the  numerous 
calls  upon  his  time  by  professional  business  which  Dr.  Simpson  must 
have,  can  find  leisure  to  accomplish  so  much  as  he  does  with  the  pen,  and 
that^  too,  in  such  a  satisfactory  manner.  Dr.  S.  meets  Hahnemann  on 
bis  own  ground,  and  quotes  either  from  his  own  works,  or  from  other 
acknowledged  sources  of  homoeopathic  authority.  His  quotations  show 
the  absurdity  and  the  inconsistency  of  this  originator  of  the  greatest  of 
modem  deceptions,  and  do  not  leave  his  honesty  without  at  least  a  sus- 
picion. We  cannot  even  enumerate  the  leading  topics  of  the  present 
volume,  but  can  only  say  that  he  has  gone  thoroughly  over  the  ground, 
viewing  the  subject  in  all  its  relations  and  bearings,  and  showing  the 
extent  to  which  the  credulity  of  poor  human  nature  can  be  taxed,  testing 
the  doctrine  by  the  standard  of  common  sbnsb.  He  remarks,  as  we 
have  often  thought,  that  homoeopathy  and  Mormonism  have  many  points 
in  common, — and  even  if  both  are  extending,  it  is  no  evidence  of  the 
value  of  either. 

The  chapter  giving  the  peculiar  theological  opinions  of  some  of 
Hahnemann's  disciples,  reveals  an  extent  of  absurdity  which  we  should 
hope  that  few  would  attain ;  and  the  simple  statements  respecting  infinites- 
imal doses,  the  necessary  connection  between  them  and  homoeopathy^ 
the  reasons  for  using  the  smallest  doses,  the  aggravation  of  diseases  by 
large  doses,  the  modes  of  their  preparation,  number  of  triturations,  shakes. 
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ico^  required,  infection  of  globules  by  contact  with  each  other,  the  in- 
creased potency  of  drags  by  trituration  and  -  dilution,  the  calculations 
relative  to  the  actual  anoiount  of  the  infinitesimal  doses,  millionths,  bil- 
lionths,  &c,  and  the  exhibition  of  infinitesimal  doses  of  drugs  by  smelling 
or  olfaction,  all  of  which  topics  are  enlarged  upon,  would  seem  to  be  such 
as  to  require  either  mental  or  moral  obliquity  before  giving  them  credence. 
Some  of  these  we  have  never  heard  of  as  being  practiced  among  us,  and 
still  we  are  prepared  for  any  thing  that  will  keep  up  the  fraud.  The  cure 
by  smelling  would  be  very  convenient,  if  true.  Hahnemann  says,  •*  A 
globule,  of  which  10,  20,  or  100  weigh  a  grain,  impregnated  with  the 
^Oth  potentized  dilution,  and  then  dried^  retains  for  this  purpose  (of 
olfaction)  all  its  power  undiminished  for  at  least  18  or  20  years,  even 
though  the  phial  be  opened  a  thousand  times  during  that  period,  if  it  be 
but  protected  from  hea  tand  the  sun's  light"  Her  says,  '^  In  little  children 
it  may  be  applied  close  to  their  nostrils  whilst  they  are  asleep,  with  the 
certainty  of  producing  an  effect."  {Organon,  p.  332  )  The  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  single  olfaction  of  a  quintillionth  trituration  of  a  grain  of 
gold  are  wonderful.  Pretensions  like  these  require  only  to  be  stated — 
Sieir  refutation  need  not  be  undertaken.  The  minds  which  will  believe 
such  absurdities,  will  not  be  influenced  by  any  process  of  logic,  nor  even 
by  au  appeal  to  common  sense. 

As  to  experience  as  a  test  of  homcDopathy,  as  Dr.  S.  observes,  every 
quack  medicine  has  its  hundreds  of  thousands  of  supposed  cures  or  coin- 
cidences to  boast  of,  and  has  also  its  friends  who  appeal  to  *'  experience  "  in 
proof  of  the  special  efficacy  of  each  exclusive  plan  of  treatment;  and,  he 
adds,  ^  It  would  be  strange  indeed,  and  a  very  unusual  exception  to  a  very- 
general  law,  if  homoeopathy  had  not  also  its  numerous  alleged  cures,  and 
its  results  oi  experience,  also,  to  adduce  and  boast  of."  The  fallacy  of  this 
test  is  shown,  and  also  the  fallacy  of  the  statistical  evidence  in  favor  of 
this  practice.  Chapter  XIV  presents  a  sketch  of  the  various  forms  of 
human  credulity  in  past  and  present  times,  and  the  analogies  in  these  forma, 
as  between  witchcraft  and  homoeopathy  in  regard  to  spiritual  infiuences, 
transformations,  defiance  of  physical  laws,  <fec. 

The  pretended  universality  of  the  law  of  homoeopathy,  similia  similibu^ 
curanturAs  discussed,  and  the  evidence  against  it  from  quinine,  ^c, 
brought  forward  ;  the  illustrations  of  it  by  Hahnemann  from  small-pox  and. 
measles  are  also  exposed,  &c.,  for  the  details  of  which,  and  of  many  other 
things  of  interest,  we  must  refer  to  the  work  itself,  which  will  well  repay 
perusal.  We  feel,  however,  that  Dr.  Simpson  lays  too  much  stress  on  the 
supposed  itch  theory  of  Hahnemann,  as  connected  with  the  insect,  which 
Dr.  Henderson  contends,  and  we  think  with  truth,  was  not  a  doctrine  of 
Hahnemann  at  all,  the  term  psorie  having  been  used  by  him  in  a  much 
more  extended  sense,  and  as  implying  a  matenes  morbi  in  the  blood,  a 
doctrine  introduced  before  his  time,  and  not  claimed  by  him  as  his  own, 
and  which  is  becoming  daily  more  and  more  a  favorite  doctrine  in  modem 
pathology.  It  is  not  improbable,  too,  that  in  his  zeal.  Dr.  S.  has  colored 
some  parts  of  the  picture  too  highly,  and,  in  some  eases*  charged  upon  the 
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^hole  as  a  body  what  a  few  only  of  the  most  extravagant  of  their  adher- 
ents should  be  responsible  for ;  but  as  an  exhibition  of  the  "  tenets  and 
tendencies"  of  the  system  as  laid  down  by  its  originator,  and  as  some 
pretend  to  practice  it  at  the  present  day,  we  think  that  the  work  will  do 
good,  even  if  it  should  not  immediately  check  the  progress  of  the  deception. 
Dr.  Henderson's  book  seems  to  be  more  full  of  abuse  than  of  argu- 
ment, and  contains  personalities  which  admit  of  no  excuse.    He  proceeds 
with  the  subject  systematically,  following  the  order  in  the  book  of  his 
colleague  and   opponent,  defending,  explaining,   denying,  and  abusing, 
making  counter-statements,  and  giving  different  interpretations  of  facts 
and  opinions,  with  an  enthusiastic  warmth,  and  sometimes  with  a  severity 
which  shows  that  truth  is  not  the  only  object  in  view.     He  repudiates  the 
charge  that  those  calling  themselves  homoeopath ists  "^  doctor  people,"  ac- 
cording to  their  own  tastes,  either  homoeopathically  or  allopathically,  and 
denies  that  Dr.  Simpson  knows  of  such  persons.    We  certainly  know  of 
practitioners  who  treat  their  patients  both  ways  and  either  way,  as  may 
best  suit  their  own  purposes,  and  have  heard  of  those  who  live  by  the  pre- 
tended practice  of  homoeopathy,  but  who,  if  they  require  medical  treatment 
themselves,  resort  to  that  in  ordinary  use,  to  which  time  and  experience  have 
given  their  sanction.  Dr.  H.  reserves  to  his  brethren  the  use  of  certain  "  allo- 
pathic" remedies,  such  as  an  occasional  ^'  aperient,  chiefly  a  teaspoonful  of 
castor  oily  in  curable  diseases,  and  means  to  soothe  the  last  hours  in  the 
last  stages  of  incurable  diseases,  ''some  two  or  three  drugs," — and  also 
reserves  the  right  to  employ  heat  and  cold  as  he  thinks  best,  and  *'  the 
local  abstraction  of  blood  in  some  acute  diseases  "  to ''  facilitate  the  action 
of  his  homoeopathic  remedies,"  but  does  not  tell  us  why  such  enormous 
doses  as  he  must  necessarily  give  in  imitation  of  "  allopathic  "  practice, 
do  not  overwhelm  the  patient,  or  prevent  the  action  of  the  potential  infin- 
itesimals which  are  to  follow  or  accompany  them.    In  selecting  aperients, 
opiates  and  the  local  abstraction  of  blood,  from  the  catalogue  of  true 
medicine,  he  certainly  shows  his  knowledge  of  its  most  valuable  means  of 
cure ;  and  we  can  only  say  that,  in  many  cases,  very  little  more  is 
required,  even  by  those  who  call  things  by  their  right  names ;  and  that, 
if  we  can  have  these,  we  could,  so  far  as  mere  medication  is  concerned, 
often  be  satisfied  to  let  our  patients  amuse  themselves  with  sugar  pellets, 
even  if  armed  with  the  decillionth  of  a  grain  of  silex  or  sponge,  or  even 
sulphur. 

Dr.  H.  devotes  a  chapter  to  the  Fleischmann  statistics,  respecting  which 
so  much  has  been  said  both  by  the  friends  and  opponents  of  homoeopathy, 
from  a  comparison  of  which  with  those  from  other  sources,  Dr.  Simpson 
deduces,  in  an  apparently  most  satisfactory  manner,  the  greater  mortality 
of  pneumonia  under  the  use  of  globules,  and  which  Dr.  H.  by  careful 
re-hashing  and  spicing  afresh,  has  made  to  prove,  doubtless  with  still 
greater  satisfaction  to  himself  and  friends,  that  these  same  figures  show 
that  homoeopathic  practice  beats  what  is  called  the  expectant  system,  and 
hence  must  be  at  the  head  of  all  kinds  of  practice.  It  is  amusing  to 
see  what  can  be  done  by  what  the  late  Dr.  Oregory,  of  London,  called 
**  c€H)king  statistics," 
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A  long  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  life  and  doings,  and  Bufferingft  and 
persecutions,  of  llahnemann,— '^this  greatest  of  physicians,"— in  which  plaus- 
ible reasons  are  given  for  his  errors  and  failui  es,  and  a  very  ingenious  defense 
of  the  doctiine  is  made  out,  by  a  kind  of  special  pleading  which  will  afford 
amusement,  if  it  does  not  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of  the  reader. 

By  means  of  large  type,  and  a  good  margin,  we  have  a  well-printed 
book,  a  volume  of  800  pages,  matching  well  in  size  the  work  of  its  oppo- 
nent, but  differing  greatly  from  it  in  the  nature  of  its  contents.  Those  who 
wish  to  see  what  a  man  of  talent  and  a  clever  wriler  can  say  in  defence 
of  such  a  subject  as  that  of  homoeopathy,  as  a  system  of  cure  of  disease, 
and  what  apology  its  extravagances  and  absurdities  admit  of^  will  peruse 
the  work  of  Dr.  Henderson  with  interest. 

Functional  and  Sympathetic  Affectxont  of  ifie  Heart.    A  paper  read 
before  the  Society  of  Statistical  Medicine.     By  John  w.  Corsov, 
M.  D.,  late  physician  to  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital,  physician  to  the 
New  York  bispensary.     (From  the  New  Yoik  Journal  of  Medicine  for 
January,  1864,)     New  York,  1G54.    pp.  31. 
This  livtle  pamphlet  is  a  »ep«int  fiom  the  January  number  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  of  a  paper  read  beiore  the  Society  of  Statistical 
Medicinei  of  this  city,  and  is  a  valuable  sketch  of  the  leading  points  of 
the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  drawn  from  different  sources,  with  contri- 
butions from  the  experience  of  the  author,  under  circumstances  favorable 
for  their  investigation  ;  and  it  is  no  small  compliment  to  his  success  that 
his  treatise  has  been   copied,  either  in  full,  or  in   part  in  cUfferent 
journals  in  our  country.    The  symptoms  which  characterize  functional 
heart  affections  are  described  with  fullness  and  accuracy,  and  the  diagno- 
sis between  these  and  those  of  organic  heart-disease,  drawn  with  clear- 
ness and  precision. 

Dr.  C.  classifies  these  affections  under  three  .heads  :  those  de- 
pending upon  1.  Congestion  of  the  heart;  2.  irritation  of  the  heart; 
3.  debUity  of  the  heart.  Under  the  first  of  these  divisions, — congestion  of 
the  organ,  we  have  the  plethoric,  over-active,  revulsive,  emotional ;  under 
the  second,  irritation^  there  are  the  nervous,  hysterical,  mental,  anaemic, 
dyspeptic,  uterine,  and  spennatorrhoeal ;  and  under  the  third  head,  debil- 
ity, the  nervous,  hysterical,  emotional,  anaemic,  dyspeptic,  uterine,  and 
spermatorrhoeal.  These  diffeient  varieties  are  passed  in  review,  and  many 
of  them  briefly  illustrated  by  corresponding  cases. 

The  following  are  the  propositions  laid  down  by  Dr.  C. : — 
1st.  That  functional  derangements  of  the  heart  often  simulate  fatal 
organic  disease  so  closely  as  entii-ely  to  deceive,  and  cause  great  and 
needless  suffering. 

2d.  That,  in  doubtful  cases  of  cardiac  disease,  it  is  therefore  always 
best  to  defer  giving  an  unfavorable  opinion,  till  we  have  made  repeated 
examinations  after  exercise  acd  quiet,  and  until  after  the  test  of  treat- 
ment. 

3d.  That  this  subject  is  of  great  importance,  is  stilf  somewhat  ob- 
scure, and  therefore  demands  further  investigation. 
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Dr.  G.  promises  us  soon  a  small  volume  on  the  subject,  with  more 
illastratioDs,  and  a  statistical  analysis  of  cases. 

.Elementary  Chemistry,  Theoretkal  and  Practical,  By  Gsoroe  Fownes, 
F.R.S.,  late  Prof,  of  Practical  Chemistry  in  University  College,  Lon- 
don. Edited,  with  additions,  by  Robert  BarDGSS,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 
ChemUtry  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  &c.,  &c.  A 
new  American,  from  the  last,  revised  London  edition.  With  numerous 
illustrations  on  wood.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  h  Lea.  1853.  pp. 
^55. 

This  work  of  the  late  Mr.  Fownes  is  well  known  as  one  of  our  most 
reliable  text  books  on  chemistry,  and  has  been  extensively  adopted  for 
this  purpose  in  different  parts  of  our  country.  Additions  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  progress  of  science,  since  the  death  of  the  lamented 
author,  have  been  made  to  the  last  London  edition,  of  which  this  is  a 
reprint,  by  Drs.  H.  Bence  Jones  and  A.  W.  Hoffman,  by  whom  several  of 
the  chapters  have  been  re-written.  In  other  respects,  it  is  essentially  the 
same  as  left  by  him.  Dr.  Bridges  has  found  but  little  to  add  ;  the  rapid 
advance  of  science,  however,  and  some  investigations  apparently  over- 
looked by  the  author^s  friends,  calling  upon  him  for  a  few  contributions 
to  the  work,  which,  in  its  present  state  may  be  safely  recommended  as  a 
fiiir  exponent  of  the  present  state  of  chemical  science. 
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American. — The  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  October, 
1853,  gives  two  cases  of  interest  by  Prof.  R.'D.  Mussey,  one, — ofAneuris- 
mat  tumors  upon  the  ear,  successfully  treated  by  the  ligation  of  both 
carotids  ;  the  other,  of  recto-vaginal  fistula,  cured  by  operation.  The  liga- 
tion of  both  carotids  was  performed  upon  a  young  man,  19  years  of  age. 
The  le/b  one  was  first  tied,  and  after  an  interval  of  four  weeks,  the  right 
one,  the  patient  being  under  the  influence  of  a  mixture  of  one  part  of 
•chloroform  by  measure  and  two  parts  of  washed  sulphuric  ether.  One 
ligation  came  away  in  sixteen  days,  the  other  in  twenty ;  and  in  seven  weeks 
from  the  last  operation,  the  patient  left  for  home,  with  scarcely  a  vestige  of 
the  tumors  remaining.  There  were  no  remains  of  the  swelling  three 
months  afterwards,  and  the  case  was  regarded  as  perfectly  curopl.  In  the 
case  of  recto-vaginal  fistula,  the  clamp  suture  of  Dr.  Sims,  of  Alabama 
(now  a  resident  of  our  city),  was  used,  with  some  slight  modifications. 
The  patient  returned  home,  four  and  a  half  weeks  after  the  operation, 
and  wrote,  two  weeks  afterwards,  that  he  was  well  in  all  respects;  and 
was  in  a  state  of  perfect  health,  when  heard  from,  more  than  three  months 
^ter  the  operation. 
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Death  from  Chloroform  in  obstetrical  practice. — The  December  No. 
of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  cod  tains  a  report,  by  Dr.  DeWolf,  of 
Chester,  Mass.,  of,  we  believe,  the  first  recorded  case  of  death  from  chlo- 
roform, in  midwifery  practice.  A  peculiarity  of  the  case  is  that  the 
patient  never  for  a  moment  lost  her  consciousness. 

The  January  No.  of  the  same  Journal  gives  two  cases  of  puerperal 
peritonitis,  successfully  treated  by  Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo  Medical  Col- 
lege, with  large  doses  of  opium ;  two  cases  treated  before  the  adoption  of 
this  plan,  proved  fatal. 

Foreign.  Expectant  treatment  of  Acute  Articular  Bheumatiem, — 
The  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  Nov.  1853,  contains  a 
paper  on  the  expectant  method  pursued  at  the  Military  Hospital  of 
Antwerp,  in  the  treatment  of  acute  articular  rheumatism,  by  J.  De- 
walscbe,  adjunct  physician  to  the  Hospital,  translated  from  a  Belgian 
journal,  which  presents  many  points  of  interest,  and  shows  us  the  course 
of  the  disease  uninfluenced  by  remedies,  which  seems  to  conflict  with  the 
prevailing  ideas  and  practice  in  this  disease. 

The  only  means  used  were  copious,  diluent  drinks,  regulated  diet^  and 
arm-baths,  with  tonics  in  the  latter  stages  in  some  of  the  cases. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions  which  he  believes  that  his  cases  will 
justify : — 

1.  Acute  aKicular  rheumatism  has  a  natural  tendency  to  terminate 
in  the  course  of  one  or  two  weeks. 

2.  Treated  on  an  expectant  plan,  by  simple  hygienic  and  dietetic 
precautions,  it  pursues  its  march  without  danger,  and  ceases  as  soon,  if 
not  sooner,  than  when  combated  by  active  measures. 

3.  It  is  not  proven  that  the  active  treatments  recommended  in  this 
disease  are  useful,  or  even  innocent 

4.  The  cardiac  murmurs,  which  are  frequently  observed  during  a 
coui'se  of  rheumatism,  disappears  spontaneously  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  in  proportion  as  the  disease  ameliorates,  and  under  the  influence  of 
the  simplest  treatment. 

5.  It  is  far  from  being  demonstrated  that  these  sounds  are  always  die 
sign  of  endocarditis. 

Iodide  of  Potassium  in  Lead  Poisoning, — ^This  subject  having 
recently  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  and 
the  methods  of  detecting  the  presence  of  lead  in  the  urine  being 
still  under  consideration,  we  extract  from  a  late  London  Lancet  a 
case  reported  by  Dr..  J.  K  Nicholson,  as  it  contains  several  analyses  of 
the  patient^s  urine  made  before  and  while  he  was  under  treatment 

P.  R.,  35,  house -painter,  had  partial  paralysis  of  the  left  forearm  for 
a  period  of  twelve  months,  and  occasional  fits  of  colic,  which  began 
before  the  paralysis.  No  permanent  benefit  resulted  from  the  treatment 
to  which  he  had  been  subjected ;  but  before  Dr.  N.  undertook  the  man- 
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agement  of  the  case,  he  procured  from  him  the  urine  which  he  passed  in 
the  morning  and  evening,  -which  he  divided  into  two  portions.  No.  1 
was  boiled  with  acetic  acid,  filtered,  then  tested  with  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen and  bi-chromate  of  potash,  but  without  any  evidence  of  lead.  No.  2 
was  submitted  to  a  more  searching  examination.  The  quantity  tested 
was  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  the  residue  treated  with  a  mixture  of  hy- 
drochloric and  nitric  acids,  to  destroy  organic  matters.  The  remaining 
salt  was  fused  and  boiled  for  some  time  with  carb.  sodse.  The  precipi- 
tate and  undissolved  portion  were  then  collected  and  treated  with  dilute 
nitric  acid,  filtered,  and  the  clear  solution  tested  as  in  No.  1,  but  again 
without  showing  the  presence  of  lead.  From  the  result  of  this  and  the 
preceding,  I  considered  the  absence  of  lead  in  the  urine  fully  established, 
each  analysis  having  been  repeated. 

He  now  began  to  take  the  hydriodate  of  potash,  ten  grains  three 
times  a  day.  Eight  days  afterwards,  the  urine  was  analyzed  according 
to  the  second  method.  On  the  addition  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  a 
dark-brown  precipitate  was  readily  given,  but  the  lead  was  not  present 
in  sufficient  amount  to  be  appreciated  quantitatively.  On  the  20th  day^ 
having  taken  1090  grains  of  the  hydriodate,  the  colic  had  entirely 
ceased ;  but  there  was  very  little  improvement  in  the  arm :  galvanism 
was  now  resorted  to.  The  lead  could  now  be  readily  detected  in  the  urine 
by  the  first  method  of  analysis.  On  the  36th  day,  the  arm  and  hand 
having  recovered  their  wonted  power,  the  galvanism  was  discontinued. 
The  hydriodate  was  now  diminished  one-half,  the  patient  continuing  its 
use  until  the  46th  day,  when  it  was  stopped,  as  no  lead  had  been  detected 
in  the  urine  for  the  past  five  days. — London  Lancet^  January^  1854. 
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City.  Bellevue  Hbspiial^Dr,  George  T.  Elliot, jun.,  has  been  appointed 
Physician  to  this  institution,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Forrester,  who  has  resigned. 
Dr.  E.  has  been,  for  some  time  past  Resident  Physician  of  the  Lying-in 
Asylum. 

New  York  Hospital. — The  whole  number  of  patients  who  received  the 
benefits  of  this  institution  during  1853,  was  3,817,  of  which  number  401  died. 
Among  the  deaths,  however,  are  included  199  cases  of  sudden  deaths  from 
different  causes,  upon  which  coroners'  inquests  were  held,  deducting  which 
leaves  202  as  the  entire  number  of  deaths  out  of  the  other  3,608  medical  and 
surgical  patients.  Of  the  whole  number  under  actual  treatment  during  the 
year,  a  little  less  than  5.57  oer  cent,  died ;  or  taking  the  ratio  of  mortality 
upon  all  discharged  (as  is  done  in  some  statistics  of  this  nature),  6.05  per 
cent-  die*?.  This  shows  a  proportion  of  a  very  small  fraction  less  than  86 
per  cent,  discharged  cured^  exclusive  of  107  (or  about  3  per  cent  more),  dis- 
charged as  relieved  for  the  time,  a  result  very  gratifying.  During  the  summer 
67  cases  of  sun-stroke  were  received,  out  of  which  number  33  died.  The  total 
niunber  of  railroad  accidents  during  the  year  was  73,  of  which  29  died;  of 
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camphene  aocidettts,  18,  of  wbfch  6  died :  bunis  and  scalds  from  various  other 
caases,  47,  of  which  9  died ;  scalds  from  steamboats,  13  of  which  9  died. 

At  the  EioomingdaU  Asylum  for  the  Iruane,  254  patieats  were  treated 
daring  the  year,  being  28  more  than  were  treated  the  preu«'ding  year.  There 
was  37  2-3  per  cent,  of  recoveries  on  all  discharges,  includiDg  the  deaths. 
Tho  proportion  of  recoveries  to  the  number  of  paiients  admitted  was  36  1-3 
per  cent.,  without  including  the  "  imprwed ''  coses. 

New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — We  see  by  the  report  of  this  excellent  charity, 
that  during  the  year  1853,  2,719  patients  with  diseases  of  the  eye,  and  317 
with  diseases  of  the  ear,  have  been  treated  by  its  surgeons,  making  3,036  cases 
in  the  whole,  which  number,  added  to  42,492  treated  previously  to  January 
of  Isstyear,  makes  an  aggregpte  of  45,628  patients  treated  a  I  the  Infirmary 
since  its  foundation  in  1820.  The  economy  with  which  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  are  managed,  is  shown  by  the  fact  thai  the  entire  treatment  of  each 
case  has  been  effect^  at  the  average  expense  of  only  forly4too  eenis.  We  are 
happy  to  see  that  our  State  Legisltflure  has  recen  Jy  approoriated  $10,000  to 
this  worthy  object,  on  condilion  that  820,000  more  is  raised, a  provision  which 
will  doubtless  be  promptly  complied  with,  the  result  of  which  will  be  to 
enable  the  dirrctors  to  provide  a  building  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  afford  efficient,  aid  to  all  the  numerous  applicants  for  re^'ef. 

New  Yoiti  Opluhoimic  Hospital, — T\A%  Institution  has  received  an  appro- 
priation of  $5,000  from  our  Legislature. 

Testimonial  *o  Dr.  M,  Stephenson, — ^The  class  which  attended  the  courses 
of  lectures  upon  the  Anatomy,  Physiology  apd  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  delivered 
by  Dr.  Stephenson,  at  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital, during  the  sessions 
of  1862-^3  and  1853-54,  have  presented  him  with  a  beautiful  case  of  eve 
instruments  of  superior  beauty  and  value,  manufactured  by  Luer,  of  Paris, for 
the  express  purpose  of  exhibiiion  at  the  Ciystal  Palace  In  this  cily. 

MiscELLANEOTTs. — Invalids'  Hotel — Dr.  C.T.  Collins-forme.ly  of  this  city, 
has  just  finished  the  fitting  up  of  a  large  establishment  at  Great  Barrington, 
Mass.,  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases,  under  the  above  name,  at  an 
expense  which  shows  that  nothing  has  been  spared  to  make  it  most  complete 
in  its  kind.  A  gymnasium  is  attached  to  it,  and  warm  and  cold  water  are 
carried  to  each  floor,  etc,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that,  wilh  the  fine  air  and 
mountain  scenery  of  well-known  Berkshire,  Dr.  C.  will  be  able  to  present  at- 
tractions of  a  superior  ordei  to  those  laboring  under  chron^'c  affections. 

Geneva  Medical  College. — A  new  organization  of  t,he  facuUy  of  this  Col- 
lege has  been  formed,  under  wMch  the  session  for  the  present  year  will  com- 
mence on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  October,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The 
present  incumbents  are  Dr.  W.  Sweetser,  who  fills  the  chair  of  the  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Medicine ;  Dr.  T.  R.  Spencer,  that  of  Mate-ia Medica and  Gen- 
eral Pathology;  Dr.  Joel  E.  Hawley,  of  Ithaca,  that  of  the  Principles  and  Prac 
tice  of  Surgery;  Dr.  Charies  Ap  A.  Bowen,  that  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology ; 
John  Fowler,  A.  M.,  Professor  in  Hubart  Free  College,  that  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy  ;  and  Dr,  Frederic  Hyde,  of  Courtlandville,  that  of  Obstetrics,  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  Georgia  Blister  and  CH/ic.— The  second  number  of  a  journal,  with 
the  above  ominous  title,  published  at  Atalanta,  Georgia,  and  edited  by  Dr.  H. 
A.  Ramsey,  has  been  received.  It  is  to  be  published  monthly,  and  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  development  of  Southern  Medical  Literature,  and  the  exposition 
of  the  diseases  and  physical  peculiarities  of  the  negro  race.     Dr.  R.  is  well 
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known  as  a  ready  and  caustic  writer,  and  to  be  at  home  in  controversy,  and 
will  know  how  to  apply  a  blister  when  the  cose  demands  it  The  price  is  one 
dollar  a  year  in  advance,  each  number  containing  24  pages.  The  first  number 
has  not  reached  us. 

State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  whole  number  of  persons  admitted  to  the 
Asylum  since  its  opening,  in  1843,  is  3,923,  of  whom  1,625  have  been  dis- 
charged recovered;  55  much  improved ;  598  improved ;  733  unimproved ;  and 
446  have  died.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  received  424,  making 
849 under  treatment  Of  this  number,  169  were  discharged  recovered;  21 
much  improved ;  45  improved;  129  unimproved;  and  39  have  died;  leaving 
446  remaining. 

Br,  W.  S.  Chipley  has  been  elected  Professor  of  the  Theoiy  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  in  Transylvania  University.  He  was,  a  short  time  smee,  President 
of  the  Kentucky  Medical  Society. 


Wm. 


Domestic.  Discoverers  of  Anasthetic  Agents. — A  bill  to  recompense  the 
discoverers  of  practical  Anaesthesia  has  been  passed  by  the  Senate  at  Wash- 
ington, appropriating  0100,000  to  the  one  who  shall  establish  his  claim  in  the 
Circu  it  Court  for  the  Western  District  of  New  York,  and  to  be  awarded  without 
costs.  Jn  the  House  of  Representatives  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  a 
vote  of  82  to  46. 

Howard  Association  of  New  Orleans,  Epidemic  of  1 853. — From  a  modest 
Httle  pamphlet, containing  the  report  of  this  noble  Association  for  the  post  year, 
we  learn  that  1 1,088  cases  of  yellow  fever  were  attended  to  in  the  city,  besides 
several  thousands  of  eases  in  the  surroundinsf  country,  to  which  their  kind 
offices  were  extended  in  the  way  of  money,  and  in  many  instances  by  personal 
attention  of  some  of  the  members.  Of  the  number  within  the  city,  2,942  died, 
and  8,146  were  discharged  cured.  Of  Ibis  number.  5,203  were  males  and  5,885 
females.  Nearly  5,000  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  neavly  3,000  natives  of 
Germany,  the  United  States  furnishing  only  716  cases  of  the  whole.  Nearly 
8229,000  were  received  from  various  sources  throughout  the  iJnion,  of  which 
about  0162,000  were  expended/leaving  a  balance  of  about  066,000  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  Association.  We  doubt  if  the  records  of  any  country  furnish 
an  instance  of  greater  devotion  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  The  best  proof  of 
the  confidence  reposed  in  it  is  the  large  amount  of  funds  contributed  to  its 
objects  from  every  pari  or  our  country. 

Weekly  MortdlUy.  City. — For  the  week  ending  April  1st,  1864— 
436 :— consumption,  71;  apoplexy,  2;  congestion  of  brain,  10;  pneumonia, 
32;  congestion  of  lungs,  12;  scarlet  fever,  8  ;  measles,  10;  small-pox,  15; 
croup,  21;  convulsions  (infantile),  43 ;  puerperal  fever,  6;  typhus  fever, 
(including  "typhoid"),  6.  For  the  week  ending  April  8th,  508 :— consump- 
tion, 62;  apoplexy,  8 ;  congestion  of  brain,  16;  pneumonia,  28;  scarlet  fever, 
12;  measles,  8 ;  small-pox,  16 ;  varioloid,  2  ;  croup,  24 ;  convulsions  (infantile), 
47;  typhus  fever  (including  ♦'typhoid"),  15.  For  the  week  ending  April 
15th,  460:— consumption,  63;  apoplexy,  5;  pneumonia,  40;  scarlet  fever,  4  ; 
measles,  8;  smallpox,  25;  croup,  22;  con  vul -ions  (infanlile),  53;  puerperal 
tfiver,  6  ;  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid  "),  9.    For  the  week  ending  April 
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23d,  428 :— coDBumption,  63 ;  apoplexy,  7 ;  congefltion  of  brain,  14 ;  pneumonia, 
28;  scarlet  fever,  7;  measles,  11;  smatl.pox,  19;  croup,  13;  convulaions 
(infantile),  33  ;  typhus  fever  (including  ^  typhoid  '*},  9. 

Bboqkltn. — ^For  the  week  ending  April  Ist,  60 : — adults,  20;  children,  40. 
For  the  week  ending  April  8th,  67 : — adults,  18 ;  children,  49.  For  the  week 
ending  April  15th,  47  : — adults,  29 ;  children,  18.  For  the  week  ending  April 
22d,  73  :— adults,  23  ;  children,  60. 

Foreign.  Medical  Attendance  on  the  Poor  in  Paris.-The  sjrstem  in  so  general 
nsein  our  country  of  furnishing  medical  aid  to  the  poor  at  their  own  houses,  is 
just  being  introduced  into  Pans,  under  the  direction  of  the  emperor.  Hereto* 
fore  there  has  been  but  little  chance  of  relief  for  the  poor  in  that  city  when 
sick  than  at  the  hospitals,  into  which  it  is  not  always  easy  to  gain  an  entrance, 
in  consequence  of  tne  occupancy  of  the  beds  belonging  to  them  by  strangers 
from  out  of  the  city.  The  number  of  medical  attendants  to  be  ready  for  calls 
is  169,  who  are  to  receive  a  salary  varying  from  600  to  1,000  francs,  to  be 
elected  for  six  years,  and  capable  of  re-election.  The^  are  to  attend  at  cer- 
tain stations  at  fixed  days  and  hours,  and  will  also  visit  at  their  own  houses 
those  unable  to  visit  their  stations.  This  plan  went  into  operation  on  the  1st 
of  January,  of  the  present  year.  Needy  workmen,  persons  with  large  families, 
and  those  in  any  way  destitute,  will  be  entitled  to  such  aid  as  well  as  those 
enrolled  as  paupers. 

Suicide  Defeated  by  a  Druggist, — A  woman  in  an  excited  state,  went  into 
the  bliop  of  a  druggist,  in  England,  and  asked  for  some  prussic  acid.  Sus- 
pecting her  object,  he  gave  her  some  carbonate  of  soda,  which  the  woman 
swallowed  on  returning  home.  She  then  bade  her  children  good-bye,  told 
them  she  had  swallowed  poison  and — lived. 

In  consequence  of  the  increasing  corpulency  of  the  pope,  he  has  been 
ordered  by  his  medical  advisers  to  play  an  hour  a  day  at  billiards, — ^walking 
not  answering  the  purpose. 


OBITUIET  NOTICES. 


Died,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  16th,  Dr.  Richard  L.  Howard,  of  pneu- 
monia, consequent  upon  Bright*s  disease,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age.  I)r.  H. 
was  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Starling  Medical  College,  and  until  the  close  of 
last  year,  editor  of  the  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  His  health  had 
been  feeble  for  several  months.  He  was  a  popular  and  successful  teacher, 
and  a  courteous  and  judicious  editor. 

At  Philadelphia,  April  12th,  in  the  40th  year  of  his  age,  Joseph  D.  Stew- 
art, M.  D,  chief  resident  physician  at  the  Blockley  Hospital. 

At  London,  on  the  26th  Dec.  last,  Dr.  James  Gillkeest,  Inspector  General 
of  Army  Hospitals. 

At  St  Petersburgh,  Sir  James  Wtlie,  who  for  a  long  time  held  the  post 
of  chief-physician  at  the  Russian  Court  Sir  James  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 
was  knighted  by  Geo.  IV.,  in  1814,  and  was  subsequently  created  a  baronet^ 
on  his  departure  from  England,  at  the  request  of  the  £mperor  Alexander.  He 
bequeathed  a  large  fortune  to  Nicholas. 


THE 
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Calculous  Pyelitis,  A  CliDical  Lecture  delivered  at  University  Medical 
College.  By  J.  A.  Swett,  M.  D.,  Professor,  and  Physician  to  the  New 
York  Hospital. 

I  propose,  in  the  present  lecture,  to  cal>  your  attention  to  an  important 
and  interesting  form  of  disease  now  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital,  known 
as  pyelitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney — an  inflammation 
caused,  in  many  cases,  by  the  irritation  of  renal  calculi.  Occasionally, 
this  inflammation  is  excited  by  other  causes — as  gonorrhea,  irritating  medi- 
cines, cantharides  among  others — and  still  more  frequently  by  causes 
obstructing  the  free  escape  of  urine  from  the  kidney,  as  stricture  of  the 
urethra,  enlarged  prostate  gland,  cancer  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and 
possibly  pregnancy.  Indeed,  any  pelvic  tumor  compressing  the  uterus, 
may  cause  a  delay  of  the  urine  in  the  kidney,  and  thus  give  rise  to  pyelitis. 
CdcnloQS  pyelitis,  however,  is,  in  my  observation,  the  most  common  form 
of  this  disease,  and  is  marked  by  certain  important  peculiarities  in  its  pro- 
gress and  treatment 

Thomas  Murphy,  Ireland,  porter,  aged  88  years,  entered  the  med- 
ical division  df  the  New  York  Hospital  on  the  10th  of  February  last,  hav- 
ing been  transferred  from  one  of  the  surgical  divisions. 

When  11  years  old,  he  was  operated  upon  for  stone  in  the  bladder  in 
one  of  the  Dublin  hospitals,  after  bavirg  suffered  for  some  years  with  the 
symptoms  of  calculus. 
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He  remained  well  for  about  six  months  after  the  operation,  when  the 
symptoms  of  calculus  returned,  and  continued  for  fire  years,  increasing  in 
severity,  so  that,  for  the  last  year,  he  was  confined  to  bed. 

At  the  age  of  16  years,  the  operation  for  lithotomy  was  performed  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  a  hard  white  stone,  weighing  four  ounces,  was  removed. 
Previous  to  this  operation,  the  patient  had  frequently  passed  small  calculi. 

After  the  second  operation  for  stone,  the  patient,  until  about  10  months 
since  (a  period  of  about  16  years)  had  experienced  no  symptoms  of  irrita- 
tion in  the  bladder  or  kidneys — having  regularly  used  acids  during  the 
whole  of  that  period.  But  about  two  months  after  discontinuing  the  use 
of  acids,  he  began  to  experience  pain  in  the  right  kidney,  occurring  at 
intervals,  sometimes  sharp,  but  usually  not  very  severe,  and  attended  by 
retraction  of  the  corresponding  testicle* 

After  a  time,  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  to  pass  his  urine  more  frequently  than  natural.  There  was  no 
urethral  discharge,  and  the  patient  had  never  had  gonorrhea.  He  was 
carefully  examined  for  stone  several  times  by  Pro£  Van  Buren,  but  with 
negative  results. 

When  he  came  under  my  care,  on  the  1st  of  April,  this  was  his  condi- 
tion :  His  countenance  was  healthy,  his  spirits  good,  and  there  was  no 
evident  emaciation.  He  complained  of  occasional  pun  in  the  region  of 
the  right  kidney,  with  retraction  of  the  corresponding  testicle,  but  experi- 
enced no  pain  in  this  organ,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  spermatic  cord. 
There  was,  generally,  more  or  less  uneasiness  felt  in  the  region  of  this  kid- 
ney, and  this  ^was  increased  by  pressure ;  and,  of  late,  he  had  felt  the  same 
sensations,  but  in  a  less  degree,  in  the  region  of  the  left  kidnej.  He  uri- 
nated more  frequently  than  natural,  being  obliged  to  rise  twice  or  thrioe 
during  the  night,  and  with  more  or  less  uneasiness  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder — a  sensation  which  increased  after  exposure  to  cold. 

The  urine,  when  examined,  was  found  to  be  rather  pale,  with  flooddi 
of  mucus,  and  of  low  specific  gravity,  1012,  the  quantity  being  about 
natural.  It  was  slightly  add  when  passed,  but  rapidly  becanae  alkaline 
from  the  decomposition  of  the  urea  into  carbonate  of  ammonia.  It  con- 
tained traces  of  albumen,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  pus  globules. 

The  patient  had  been  using  the  copMba  mixture,  and,  for  a  time,  with 
some  benefit.  He  had  also  used  the  infusion  of  buchu  leaves  and  seda- 
tives. 

After  allowing  the  patient  to  remain  a  few  days  without  treatment, 
and  finding  no  symptoms  of  active  disease,  I  directed  the  use  of  nitric 
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aeid,  6  m.,  a  wiD^-glasgfal  of  the  decoction  of  uva  nrsi,  three  times  per  day, 
in  water ;  and  if  much  irritation  existed,  a  pill  of  two  grains  of  the  extr.  of 
hyoflcyam.  and  two  grains  of  camphor. 

Under  this  treatment  the  patient  has  decidedly  improved  in  his  local 
symptoms ;  but  if  the  disease  is  a  calculous  pyelitis,  as  I  suppose  it  to  be, 
it  is  hardly  right  to  expect  permanent  relief,  unless  the  calculi  are  removed 
from  the  kidney,  an  event  which  is  not  very  probable. 

The  fint  question  which  naturally  presents  itself  for  your  considera- 
tion is,  whether  the  unfortunate  condition  of  this  patient  could  have  been 
prevented.  Might  the  two  operations  for  stone,  and  the  present  condition 
of  the  patient,  have  been  avoided  by  any  skill  or  foresight  on  the  part 
of  the  practitioner  ?  I  think  this  might  have  happened.  Children  are 
iiable  to  an  excess  of  lithic  acid  in  the  urine.  It  appears,  often,  as  a 
sediment  like  red  sand,  and  attracts  attention  by  creating  a  frequent 
^desire  to  pass  water,  from  more  or  less  irritation  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  in  the  urethra.  The  habit  of  wetting  the  bed,  in  young 
children,  is  sometimes  dependent  on  the  same  condition  of  the  urine.  It 
is  the  custom  of  many  practitioners  to  prescribe  alkalies,  as  liquor  potassae, 
in  such  cases,  and  usually  with  good  effects,  for  a  time.  But  this  tempo- 
rary, palliative  treatment,  is  not  the  true  indication  of  cure.  The  excess 
of  lithio  acid  in  the  urine,  the  red  sand,  is  the  effect  of  indigestion, — of  the 
cake,  and  pastry,  and  candy,  and  other  indigestible  substances,  in  which 
young  children  so  frequently  indulge.  The  true  indication  of  treatment, 
then,  is  to  regulate  the  diet  so  that  the  food  shall  be  simple  and  digesti- 
ble ;  to  correct  the  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal  by  mild  purgatives 
and  alteratives.  Small  doses  of  hyd.  cum.  creta  with  rhubarb  and  ipecac. 
are  often  beneficial  to  this  end,  as  also  the  comp.  decoc  of  aloes ;  alkalies 
may  also  be  used  at  the  commencement,  to  palliate  urinary  irritation. 

The  first  calculus  taken  from  the  bladder  of  our  patient,  when  11 
years  old,  was  probably,  then,  a  lithic  acid  calculus,  formed  originally  in 
the  kidney,  and  after  descending  the  ureter,  was  finally  arrested  in  the  blad- 
der. A  new  calculus  might,  perhaps,  have  been  prevented  by  attending 
to  the  urinary  secretion — ^by  correcting  the  digestion.  But  the  patient 
being  allowed,  after  the  operation,  to  return  to  his  usual  mode  of  life,  new 
calculi  continued  to  form;  and,  aflber  a  time,  another  stone  was  detected  in 
the  bladder.  This  calculus  is  described  as  being  white  and  hard ;  it  was 
not,  therefore,  probably,  a  lithic  acid  calculus,  which  is  usually  reddish  or 
yellowish  in  its  tint,  but  a  phosphatic  calculus — an  ammoniaco-magne- 
sian,  or  a  phosphate  of  lime  calculus — the  urine  having  lost  its  acid  char- 
acter, and  become  alkaline.    This  is  the  usual  course  in  the  formation  of 
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oalculi — ^the  first  deposit  is  lithic  aoid,  the  last  is  composed  of  the  phos- 
phate salts.  Not  UDfrequentlj,  a  calculos,  when  sawed  in  two,  exhiMtsa 
lithic  acid  nucleus  and  a  phosphatic  crust 

But  how  is  this  change  from  a  highlf  acid  urine  to  an  alkaline  urine 
effecled  ?  It  is  usually  the  result  of  inflammatory  action,  bnt  the  modus 
operandi  is  not  always  the  same.  It  is  often  the  effect  of  the  chronic  pye- 
litis, which  results  from  the  irritation  of  calculi  in  the  kidney— -originally  of 
lithic  acid— or  from  the  presence  of  a  calculus  in  the  Madder,  inflaming  the 
mucous  membrane  of  that  organ.  Mucus  uid  pus  are  bodi  alkaline  se- 
cretions, and  when  abundant,  may  be  suffident  to  neutralise  the  acidity  of 
the  urine.  Bnt  this  will  not  explain  the  fact  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
mucus  or  pus  is  very  trifling  in  amount,  as  in  the  case  we  are  now  bon^ 
sidering.  Mucus  and  pus  have  the  singular  property  of  decomposing  the 
urine ;  decomposing  its  urea  into  carbonate  of  ammonia,  which,  indeed, 
is  almost  analogous  to  urea  in  its  chemical  composition — ^urea  being  carb; 
of  ammonia,  minus  two  atoms  of  water.  The  mucus  which  exists  natu-^ 
rally  in  healthy  urine  has  also  this  property  of  rendering  urine  ammonia^ 
cal,  and  consequently  alkaline,  after  a  time,  and  especially  in  warm  weath- 
er—but this  happens  only  after  many  hours. 

But  inflammatory  mucus,  or  pus,  excites  this  decomposing  action  much 
more  rapidly — so  rapidly,  indeed,  that  it  may  take  place  in  the  body  itself. 
It  is  a  singular  fact,  illustrating  this  decomposing  power  of  mucus,  that,  if  th» 
urine  be  filtered  so  as  to  remove  the  mucus,  it  will  stand  for  days  and  for 
weeks  even,  without  undergoing  the  ammoniacal  deeomposition. 

You  can  ascertain  whether  the  urine  is  alkaline  from  this  cause,  by 
two  simple  experiments.  Dip  into  the  urine  a  bit  of  litmus  paper— it 
retains  its  blue  tint;  but  expose  it  to  the  air  for  a  few  moments,  and  it  be- 
comes red,  and  why  ?  because  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  being  volatile, 
has  escaped  into  the  air,  and  the  natural  and  more  permanent  add  of  the 
urine  is  no  longer  neutralized  by  it.  Again,  if  you  drop  a  little  acid  into 
this  urine,  it  will  foam  like  diampagne — the  carbonate  of  ammonia  being 
decomposed  by  the  add  added,  and  the  carbonic  add  gas  escaping  in 
minute*  bubbles.  But  there  is  another  cause  of  alkaline  urine  in  more 
advanced  cases.  The  pyelitis  may  extend  to  the  secreting  structure  of  the 
kidney,  to  the  cortical  substance — ^and  chronic  nephritis  may  be  the  result 
It  is  the  effect  of  chronic  nephritis  to  render  the  urine  alkaline,  at  the  time 
of  itB  secretion,  the  mucous  membranes  being  free  from  infiammation. 
The  cause  of  this  is  unknown.  But  in  this  case,  the  cause  of  alkalinity  is 
not  the  decomposition  of  the  urea,  as  in  the  former  instance — ^but,  proba- 
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bly,  an  actual  ezoeas  of  natural  alkaline  salts.  In  this  case,  therefore,  the 
cause  of  the  alkaline  urine  lies  deeper,  so  to  speak,  in  the  oi^an  aflfected — 
and  it  becomes  a  more  permanent  ana  serious  aflfection.  These  salts,  hav- 
ing no  volatility,  the  litmus  paper  does  not  become  red  on  exposure, 
neither  does  the  urine  effervesce  on  the  addition  of  an  acid. 

It  is  maintained  by  many  that  thereis  a  more  general  or  constitutional 
cause  of  alkaline  urine;  viz.  an  impaired  and  weak  condition  of  the  ner- 
vous energy.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  alkaline  urine  which  often 
attends  paraplegia  is  a  proof  of  this — the  urine  becoming  alkaline  because 
the  nervous  eneigy  of  Uie  kidney  is  impaired  by  the  spinal  disease.  But 
a  careful  examination  will  show  that  this  is  not  so.  Paralysis  does  not 
induce  alkaline  urine,  unless  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  or  of 
the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  has  become  inflamed  from  retention  of  urine. 
Then,  when  pus  or  mucus  is  secreted,  the  urine  becomes  alkaline  from 
deoompoeition  of  the  urea. 

Thus,  alkaline  urine  and  phosphatic  calculi,  either  in  the  pelvis  of  the 
kidney  or  in  the  bladder,  are,  for  the  most  part  at  least,  the  product  of 
inflammatory  action,  and  especially  of  calculous  pyelitis,  and  require  an  . 
antiphlogistic  treatment — ^as  local  depletion,  anodynes,  and  the  use  of  the 
balsams — pareira  brava,  uva  uisi,  buchu,  balsam  copaibae — although  they 
may  be  temporarily  benefitted  by  the  use  of  acids ;  while  an  acid  urine 
with  lithic  acid  calculi,  requires  a  careful  attention  to  the  state  of  the  di- 
gestive organs,  a  careful  diet,  and  alteratives,  although  it  may  be  tempo- 
nuily  benefited  by  the  use  of  alkalies. 

The  symptoms  which  attend  calculous  pyelitis  are,  dull  pain  in  the 
loins,  at  first  usually  on  one  side,  but  ofken  extending  to  the  opposite  side 
I  in  the  progress  of  the  case — the  pain  sometimes  becoming  more  sfaaip 

I  after  violent  exercise,  and  increased  by  pressure  and  by  twisting  the  body. 

How  can  this  affection  be  distinguished  from  lumbago  ?  Chiefly  by  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  urine.  The  urine  may  appear  natural  to  common 
observation.  But  if  carefully  examined,  especially. the  lowest  portion  of 
urine  which  has  been  standing  for  a  few  hours  in  a  conical  vessel-^like  a 
sherry  wine-glass,  for  instance— a  few  pus  globules  will  be  discovered ; 
and  if  the  paUent,  after  exercise,  has  experienced  an  attack  of  acute  pain  . 
in  the  kidney,  blood  globules  will  also  be  detected— caused  by  the  dislo- 
cation of  the  calculi  from  their  position  in  the  kidney,  and  a  consequent 
abrasion  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pelvis.  I  am  satisfied  that  many 
•cases  of  this  disease  cannot  be  diagnosticated  without  the  aid  of  the  micro- 
aoope,  which,  by  establishing  the  existence  of  pus  in  the  urine,  even  in 
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minute  quantity,  will  distinguish  this  disease  from  rarious  other  diseases^ 
marked  bj  pain  in  the  loins,  and  especially  from  lumbago. 

In  certain  cases,  however,  there  is  room  for  doubt,  and  espedaily  in- 
those  cases  in  which  there  is  no  renal  pain — all  the  distress  falling  upon' 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  upon  the  urethra.  Morgagni  relates  a  very 
instructive  case  of  this  kind— the  case  of  a  priest,  who  died  after  suffisring 
intense  pain,  referred  entirely  to  the  neck  of  the  bkdder  and  to  the  urethra,, 
while  no  complaint  whatever  was  made  of  the  renal  region.  Yet,  to  ther 
great  surprise  of  all  who  had  attended  the  case,  the  bladder  and  urethn^ 
were  found  perHectly  healthy  after  death,  while  the  pelves  of  the  kidney 
were  full  of  calculi.  The  symptoms  in  the  case  before  us  might  lead  to 
the  belief  that  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  diseased — ^the  frequent  mictu- 
rition and  the  uneasiness  there,  might  create  such  a  suspicion — and  thia 
may  be  true.  But  not  neceiaarily  so.  The  most  careful  examination  has 
discovered  no  stone  irritating  the  bladder;  while  the  pain  in  the  kidney^ 
the  former  passage  of  calculi,  and  the  occasional  attach  resembling  mild 
attacks  of  nephritic  colic,  with  retraction  of  the  testicle,  all  go  to  confirm 
the  opinion  that  calculi  exist  in  the  kidney — ^while  the  case  I  have  quoted 
plainly  shows  that  the  irritation  in  the  bladder  and  urethra  may  be  purely 
sympathetic 

Although  pus  in  the  urine  is  a  moat  important  sign  of  calculous  pye- 
litis, yet  it  is  not  a  certain  indication — ^for  the  pus  may  be  secreted  by  the 
bladder.  Other  symptoms,  then,  as  pain  in  the  kidney,  nephritic  coli<v 
the  passage  of  calculi,  must  aid  us  in  the  diagnoais.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  calculi  may  exist  in  the  kidney  without  creating  suflScient  irritation 
to  form  pus,  except,  perhaps,  occasionally,  when,  as  after  exercise,  the  pel- 
vis of  the  kidney  is  unusually  irritated.  But  there  is  another  cause  for 
the  disappearance  of  pus  in  the  urine,  and  that  is,  alkalinity  of  thb  secre- 
tion from  decomposition  of  its  urea.  This  converts  the  pus  into  a  stringy, 
mucous  substance,  and  dissolves  the  pus  globules.  Thus,  in  the  case  we 
are  now  considering,  I  examined  the  urine  after  it  had  become  alkaline, 
and  found  no  pus — ^but  the  next  day,  taking  care  to  obtain  some  urine 
which  had  just  passed  the  bladder,  and  was  still  acid,  I  discovered  yery 
distinct  evidences  of  pus  by  the  microscope. 

The  treatment  of  calculous  pyelitis,  when  unaccompanied  by  any 
marked  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  urine,  is  simply  palliative.  If  we  can 
ascertain  by  the  examination  of  the  urine,  or  of  an  occasional  calculus  that 
may  be  excreted,  what  the  chemical  constitution  of  the  urine  is,  and  if 
any  element  is  in  excess — ^lithic  acid,  the  phosphatic  salts,  for  instance—^ 
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this  UDDatural  coDstitation  of  the  urine  inuat  be  corrected  as  far  as  poeai- 
ble,  and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  already  mentioned. 

By  improving  the  condition  of  the  digestive  organs,  by  alteratives  and 
by  proper  diet;  and,  in  certain  cases,  coDtrolltng  inflammatory  action  by 
local  depletion — the  balsams  and  sedativtB — ^administering  alkalies  or 
adds,  aocordiog  to  the  condition  of  the  nrinary  secretion— carefully  guard- 
ing agidnst  exposure  to  active  exercise,  and  to  the  vicissitudes  of  th6 
-weather — the  disease  can  often  be  controlled,  and  the  formation  of  new 
calculi  arrested.  If  the  calculi  already  formed  can  be  expelled  by  the  for- 
tunate efforts  of  nature,  then  the  patient  may  permanently  recover.  But 
even  if  this  does  not  happen,  his  life  and  future  comfort  may  be  materially 
influenced  by  appropriate  palliative  treatment 

Calculi  may  undoubtedly  pass  from  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  into  the 
bladder,  and  be  voided  by  the  urine  without  creating  any  appreciable 
symptoms  during  their  passage.  But  in  other  cases,  the  passage  of  a 
calculus  through  the  ureter  is  felt  by  the  patient,  and  sometimes 
produces  excruciating  distress.  The  patient  may  be  seized  suddenly  with 
pain  in  the  kidney,  shooting  downward  to  the  groin,  and  to  the  testicle, 
and  causing  retraction  of  this  organ.  The  pain  may  even  extend  to  the 
anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  and  be  attended  by  a  sensation  of  numbness. 
The  bladder,  sympathetically  irritated,  causes  a  frequent  desire  to  urinate, 
with  pain  and  burning  at  the  neck  of  the  organ,  and  in  the  urethra ;  while 
the  opposite  kidney,  sympathizing  with  the  disturbance,  secretes  but  little  \ 
hence  the  urine  becomes  scanty  and  high  colored.  So  great  is  the  dis- 
tiess,  that  the  patient  will  roll  upon  the  floor,  pressing  hb  hand  against 
the  seat  of  pain — ^although  the  abdomen  in  the  region  of  the  ureter  may 
be  excesuvely  tender  to  pressure  in  certain  cases.  Vomiting  often  occurs, 
with  attacks  of  faintness  and  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  the  pulse  may 
become  feeble  and  rapid.  Like  other  spasmodic  attacks,  there  are  occa- 
sional remissions  of  suffering,  until,  at  length,  the  calculus  escaping  into  the 
bladder,  there  is  permanent  relief.  The  urinary  secretion  becomes  more 
abundant,  the  irritation  of  the  bladder  subsides,  and  the  calculus  may 
escape  by  the  urethra,  or,  remaining  in  the  bladder^  it  may  gradually  in- 
crease in  size  and  become  a  stone  in  the  bladder.  If  the  urine  is  exam- 
ined during  the  continuance  of  the  paroxysm,  neither  pus  nor  blood  will, 
probably,  be  found  in  the  urine,  unless  the  opposite  kidney  is  affected. 
But  after  the  calculus  has  escaped  into  the  bladder,  then,  both  these  sub- 
stances may  be  found  coming  from  the  pelvis  of  the  diseased  kidney. 

Our  principal  dependence  in  case  of  nephritic  colic,  is  upon  opium 
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freely  administered,  and  the  use  of  the  warm  bath,  with  anodjne  fomen- 
tations. Chloroform  has  also  been  used,  both  externally  and  bj  inhala- 
tion, with  the  beet  effects.  Diuretics  have  been  recommended,  with  the 
idea  that  the  pressure  of  an  increased  secretion  of  urine  upon  the  atone 
would  force  it  forward.  But  ftature  seems  to  adopt  a  different  idea  oi  the 
matter.  The  secretion  of  urine  is  diminbhed,  and  it  is  well  that  it  is  so, 
else  the  accumulation  of  the  secretion  in  the  pelvis  mi^t  damage  seri- 
ously the  structure  of  the  kidney,  an  accident  which,  you  will  aoon  see, 
not  unfrequently  occurs,  notwithstanding  eveiy  precaution. 

But  a  renal*  calculus,  in  attempting  to  pass  through  the  ureter,  may  be 
impacted  in  that  passage,  and  more  or  less  completely  interrupt  the  es- 
cape of  the  contents  of  the  pelns  of  the  kidn^  into  the  bladder.  The 
obstruction  thus  produced  may  be  perfect  or  partial.  Frequently,  the  lat- 
ter condition  ezisti.  The  calculus  enters  the  funneWhaped  mouth  of  the 
ureter,  but  proceeds  no  farther,  and  being  occasionally  dislocated  horn  this 
position,  the  secretions  of  the  affected  kidney  will,  from  time  to  time»  e»- 
oape  into  the  bladder.  Or  the  urine,  in  its  attempts  to  fbroe  a  passage  by 
the  impacted  calculus,  will,  sometimes,  wear  a  groove  in  the  side  of  the 
calculus  so  that  some  escape  is  thus  afforded. 

Afier  the  calculus  becomes  thus  more  or  less  completely  and  perma- 
nently impacted  in  the  ureter,  the  symptoms  of  nephrido  colie  cease,  and 
if  the  escape  of  pus  from  the  affiscted  kidney  is  only  occasional,  or  is  en- 
tirely interrupted,  and  the  other  kidney  remains  healthy,  the  urine  may 
be  frequently  examined  without  presenting  any  morbid  elements — no  pus 
or  blood  is  noticed.  But  repeated  examination  will,  sometimes,  lead  to 
very  important  results.  I  remember  a  patient  in  the  hospital,  whose  urine 
was  generally  healthy — yet  one  day  he  rose  suddenly  from  bed,  and 
passed  from  the  urethra  several  ounces  of  nearly  pure  pus.  It  might  have 
been  supposed  that  an  abscess  had  suddenly  burst  into  the  urinary  passa- 
ges. But  a  postmortem  examination  soon  revealed  the  true  condition  of 
things.  The  pelvis  of  one  of  the  kidneys  contained  a  large  quauti^  of 
pus  with  renal  calculi — one  of  these  calculi  lay  in  the  funnel-ehaped  open- 
ing into  the  ureter.  It  blocked  up  the  passage  entirely,  at  times,  bat  was 
loose,  so  that  it  could  be  readily  dislocated  upwards  towards  the  pelyia  of 
the  kidney.  In  this  way,  the  pus  in  the  kidney  undoubtedly  escaped  sud- 
denly into  the  bladder  in  large  quanti^,  and  at  a  time  when  the  Madder 
had  been  recently  emptied  of  urine,  and  had  provoked  the  desire  of  mic- 
turition, which  resulted  in  the  discharge  of  nearly  pure  pus. 

But  although  the  examination  of  the  urine  may,  in  cases  of  obstructed 
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ureter,  give  no  decided  eigoa  of  disease,  yet  other  and  new  physical  signs 
are  obserred  which  will  aid  us  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  case. 

A  permanent  obstruction  of  ureter  leads  unifbrinly  to  a  distention  of 
the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  this  distention^  by  pressing  upon  the  secret- 
ing structure  of  the  organ,  causes  atrophy  of  this  structure — ^thns  the 
kidney  becomes  oonTorted  into  a  sac,  containing  chiefly  pus ;  for,  as  the 
cortical  substance  becomes  atrophied  by  pressure,  the  secretion  of  urine 
is  diminished,  while  that  of  pus  increases,  from  increased  irritation. 
To  look  at  one  of  these  converted  kidneys  after  death,  you  would 
hardly  recognize  the  org^n.  You  find  a  laige,  elastic  tumor  in  the  renal 
legion,  extending,  sometimes,  from  the  diaphragm  to  the  crest  of  the 
ileum,  and  forwards  even  beyond  the  median  line  of  the  body — ^fluc- 
tuating, bosielated,  adhering  sometimes  to  the  colon,  or  to  the  liver,  or  to 
the  sf^een-— and  when  opened,  giving  issue  to  pus,  sometimes  nearly  pure, 
sometimes  diluted,  scented  by  a  trace  of  the  urinary  secretion,  and 
frequently  containing  a  white,  plaster-like,  material,  the  remnant  of  the 
pho^hatic  elements  of  the  urine.  The  sac  is  multilocuiar-— each  calix 
forming  a  smaller  sac,  communicating  by  a  comparatively  narrow  opening 
with  the  common  cavify  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney.  When  carefully 
exaamned,  its  walls  are  found  to  be  composed  of  two  principal  layers 
formed*  by  the  walb  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  and  the  external  fibrous 
membrane  thickened  by  inflammatory  action,  and  often  united  externally 
to  the  ne^boring  organs,  and  especially  to  the  colon,  by  effused  lymph, 
as  I  have  already  stated ;  while  between  these  principal  layers,  forming 
the  parietes  of  the  sac,  remnants  of  the  secreting  substance  of  the  organ 
may  be  detected. 

The  tumor  thus  formed,  may  often  be  readily  detected  by  palpation 
and  by  the  eye.  The  renal  region,  posteriorly,  bulges — ^the  space  be- 
tween the  ribs  and  the  crest  of  the  ileum  u  prominent,  dull  on  pereussion, 
elaetic,  fluctuating,  boaselated.  It  may  be  tender,  or  not,  according  to 
the  activity  of  the  inflammatory  action — a  condition  which  is  apt  to  recur, 
from  time  to  time,  even  in  the  most  indolent  tumors  of  this  kind.  When 
the  tumor  is  indolent,  it  is  not  painful  or  tender,  and  the  constitution  does 
not  snfiSar  materially.  Bat  in  other  cases,  the  tumor  is  sensitive — there  is 
a  tendency  to  vomiting,  to  diarrhoea ;  and  hectic  symptoms  are  present, 
with  progressive  emaeiation.  In  this  latter  case,  the  patient  may  die  of 
exhaustion,  or  the  walls  of  the  tumor  may  ulcerate,  and  the  pus  be  dis- 
charged— sometimes  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  more  frequently 
into  the  colon,  and  still  more  frequently  into  the  cellular  tissue,  posterior 
to  the  kidney,  forming  what  is  commonly  called  an  extra-renal  abscess. 
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There  b  a  specimen  in  the  miueam  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  wbidi 
the  tumor,  formed  by  the  left  kidney,  adhering  to  the  diaphragm  and 
aubsequenUy  to  the  lung,  had  perforated  these  organs  by  ulceration,  and 
communicated  with  abronchus,  so  that  pas  from  the  kidney  was  probaUy 
expectorated. 

A  knowledge  of  these  two  conditions  of  the  tumor — ^its  quiescent  and 
its  actire  state — has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  treatment  If  the 
tumor  is  free  from  tCDdemeas  and  pain,  if  the  constitution  does  not  suffer 
materially,  and  if  any  acute  symptoms,  which  may  occur  from  time  to 
time,  are  readily  controlled  by  simple  means,  it  is  better  to  use  pallia- 
tives — ^rest,  fomentations,  anodynes,  leeches  occasionally,  and  a  mild, 
nutritious  diet  Also,  if  there  is  evident  disease  of  the  same  general  char- 
acter in  the  pelvis  of  the  opposite  kidney,  but  without  obstruction — dis- 
ease indicated  by  the  existence  of  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  renal  r^on, 
and  by  the  constant  presence  of  pus  in  the  urine— -or  if  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  the  bladder  is  seriously  diseased,  a  point  about  which  we  are, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  quite  liable  to  be  deceived, — then,  again,  the 
palliative  treatment  is  the  only  indication.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  tumor  is  painful,  and  increasing  in  iine ;  if  there  is  hectic  and  emacia- 
tion, and  diarrhoea,  and  the  whole  disease  is  confined,  apparently,  to  the 
affected  kidney,  and  that  is  ready  to  burst  by  ulceration — ^it  is  better  to 
anticipate  this  accident,  which  may  be  almost  immediately  fatal^  by  an 
operation.  Indeed,  the  tumor  must  be  treated  like  an  abscess,  and  opened 
The  best  method  is  to  make  a  free  indsion  on  the  loins,  cut  down  through 
the  deep  muscles  until  fluctuation  can  be  distinctiy  felt,  and  then  open  the 
sac  with  the  trocar,  or  the  bistoury.  There  is  no  danger  in  this  opera- 
iion,  neither  is  it  one  requiring  remarkable  surgical  skill.  There  are  no 
important  vessels  to  be  cut;  the  peritoneum  is  not  endangered,  with 
proper  care ;  and  what  is  of  much  importance,  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  is 
punctured,  and  the  escape  of  the  pus  is  more  complete  and  easy.  For, 
even  supposing  that  we  knew  that  the  tumor  had  adhered  to  the  peritoneum 
anteriorly,  which  can  seldom  be  the  case ;  and  if,  on  that  account,  an 
opening  might  safely  be  made  anteriorly-^yet  we  should  only  puncture 
one  of  the  mutilocular  sacs  formed  by  the  calices — ^and  the  communica- 
tion with  the  remaining  sacs  is  so  indirect,  that,  probably,  many  of  the 
smaller  subdivisions  of  the  sac  would  never  be  emptied  of  their  contents. 

If  an  extra  renal  abscess  exists,  the  operation  is  still  more  easy. 

When  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  is  thus  opened,  the  pus  escapes,  and 
the  danger  of  rupture  is  avoided.    But  this  is  not  the  only  good  that  may 
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happen.  Yoa  may  feel  the  calculas  that  is  obstructing  the  ureter,  and 
70U  may  find  it  loose  and  remoyable,  and  this  may  be  the  only  calculus, 
so  that  the  case  may  recover,  to  a  degree  at  least  But  this  good  fortune, 
although  it  has  happened  in  more  than  one  case  on  record,  is,  unfortu- 
nately, rare.  Renal  calculi  are  frequently  numerous,  or  branching  in 
their  shape,  so  that  they  cannot  be  removed.  Even  after  death,  with 
the  kidney  in  your  hand,  and  its  pelvis  open,  you  will  often  find  it 
difficult,  even  then,  to  extract  the  branching  calculi.  This  treatment^ 
then,  is  but  palliative,  but  is  sometimes  singularly  beneficial  in  the  relief 
it  affords,  and  in  the  prolongation  of  life. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Stated  Meeting,  May  3,  1854.     No  quorum. 


II.    NEW  YORK  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
JSxiraets  from  the  Minutes,    By  J.  Foster  Jbnkins,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

Meeting  Feb.  8th,  1854. 

Dr.  Sayre  exhibited  a  knee-joint,  with  the  following  history :  The 
patient,  a  strumous  woman,  set.  35,  received  an  injury  on  her  knee,  five 
years  since.  It  was  followed  by  synovitis,  from  which  she  recovered, 
though  liable  to  pain  and  some  degree  of  stifiness  after  exposure  to 
fatigue  and  cold.  Six  weeks  since,  she  was  received  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
with  an  ulcer  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  tibia,  and  another  below  the 
popliteal  space,  the  edges  of  the  ulcers  appearing  as  if  communicating 
with  dead  bone.  The  woman  had  no  fever,  no  cough,  only  local  pain. 
The  sinuses  communicating  with  the  bone  were  enlarged  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  sponge,  and  a  rotten  portion  of  dead  bone  was  removed  from  the 
articulating  surface  of  the  external  condyle  of  the  femur.  Erysipelas 
invading  the  ward  soon  after,  attacked  the  wound.  Pyemic  fever  resulted, 
and  death. 

Examination  postmortem, — Patella  healthy.  A  partial  separation  of 
the  articulating  surface  of  the  condyle  of  the  femur  had  resulted ;  the 
cavity  lefb  by  the  removal  of  the  dead  bone  being  nearly  filled  by 
granulations. 

Dr.  Sayre  also  exhibited  another  knee-joint,  as  illustrative  of  the 
mischievous  efiect  of  too  long  deferring  the  opening  of  disorganized  joints. 
The  patient  was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  Dec.  Ist,  1853.    There 
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was  bony  crepitus,  distension  of  knee  joint,  with  fluctuation  througli  to 
the  popliteal  space,  night  sweats  and  hectic  fever.  Dr.  Sayre  thought 
amputation  preferable  to  opening  the  joint,  which,  however,  was  findlj 
decided  upon.  Several  days  before  the  operation,  fluctuation  was  lost, 
as  the  ligaments  had  become  perforated,  and  the  pus  infiltrated  into  the 
soft  parts.  Complete  luxation  could  be  obtained.  After  the  operation, 
the  constitutional  symptoms  improved  for  four  or  five  days.  A  stroog 
solution  of  potash  eold^  was  injected  into  the  joint,  instead  of  a  weax 
Vfarm  solution  as  ordered,  after  which  the  patient  had  a  chill,  and  grew 
worse,  until  death. 

In  answer  to  Dr.  Lidell,  Dr.  Sayre  said  that  a  slight  chill  followed 
the  opening  of  the  joint 

Dr.  Sayre  thought  the  position  of  the  limb,  after  the  operation,  veiy 
important  He  extends  the  limb  so  that,  the  ligament  being  close  to  the 
bone,  the  pus  may  not  burrow  among  the  soft  parts. 

Dr.  Featlee  was  desirous  of  expressing  his  coincidence  with  Dr. 
Sayre,  in  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  opening  joints  which  had  be- 
come disorganized  by  ulcerative  action.  He  believed  that  where  the 
lining  of  serous  cavities  had  lost  its  peculiar  character  as  a  serous  mem- 
brane, we  need  no  longer  fear  the  admission  of  air  to  joints,  the  pleura, 
or  even  to  the  peritoneum. 

Dr.  Elliot  exhibited  the  kidneys  of  a  woman  who  died  twenty-six 
days  after  labor,  with  the  following  history.  Before  confinement  she 
had  suffered  from  severe  diarrhoea.  Her  (ace  was  pufly  and  oddematous. 
There  was  pain  on  pressure  over  the  kidneys,  and  the  urine  was  albu- 
minous, and  contained  casts  of  the  uriniferous  tubes.  Anticipating  con- 
vulsions during  labor,  he  cupped  the  patient  over  the  kidneys,  and 
administered  diaphoretics,  abstaining  from  diuretics,  as  likely  to  irritate 
the  kidneys.  Two  convulsions  occurred  during  labor.  After  the  fint,  he 
took  I  vi.  of  blood  by  cups.  The  os  uteri,  dilating  slowly,  yielded  to  the 
injection  of  warm  water  in  a  continuous  stream.  Head  presented,  and  a 
living  child  was  delivered  with  the  forceps.  A  second  child  presented 
the  shoulder,  was  turned  and  delivered  dead.  The  mother  improved  for 
two  weeks.  Pain  in  the  head  was  relieved  by  cupping  on  the  nape  of  the 
neck.  On  the  twenty-flrst  day  there  was  ffreat  dyspnoea,  which  yielded 
to  stimulants.  This  recurred  at  intervals  for  flve  days,  when  she  died  in 
an  attack  of  it  The  autopsy  showed  the  heart,  lungs,  and  brain  healthy. 
The  kidneys  weighed  12oz.,and  presented  the  results  of  acute  desquama- 
tive nephritis.    No  corpora  lutea  were  found  in  the  ovaries. 

Dr.  Elliot  thought  that  albuminuria  in  pregnancy  was  generally 
indicative  of  convulsions,  especially  in  primiparse,  and  Uiat  albuminuria 
depends  on  acute  desquamative  nephritis,  as  indicated  by  the  casts  of 
tubes  in  the  urine.  He  considered  the  best  treatment  to  be  depletion 
over  the  kidneys  and  nape  of  the  neck,  saline  cathartics,  and  after  labor, 
but  not  before,  diuretics. 

Dr.  Peaslee  had  not  been  able  to  ju^e  of  the  connection  between 
albuminuria  and  puerperal  convulsions.  He  thought  them  both,  however, 
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dependent  on  some  toxsemia,  probably  firom  detained  urea,  requiring  ihe 
blood  to  be  freed  by  fiome  emunetory.  A  pathology  like  that  of  the  ne- 
phritis of  scarlatina  would  indicate  a  similar  treatment;  and  the  best 
treatment  in  scarlatina  is  the  same  as  Dr.  Elliot  recommends  in  cottTui- 
sions,  viz.  deplelion,  diaphoretics,  saline  cathartics,  but  not  diuretics,  as 
irritating  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Peaslee  exhibited  the  urinary  apparatus  of  a  man,  set  about  48. 
He  had  been  seen  by  Dr.  Peaslee  only  forty-eight  hours  before  death,  of 
phthisis,  and  his  history  could  not  be  obtained,  except  that  he  had  suf* 
lered  from  hematuria.  There  was  a  stricture  through  the  whole  spongy 
portion  of  the  urethra.  The  stricture  was  more  complete  at  about  half 
an  inch  in  front  of  the  bulb.  There  was  an  urinary  fistula  in  the  median 
line  of  the  scrotum.  The  bladder  was  small,  holding  about  §  iij.,  and  its 
walls  were  thickened.  The  ureters  were  dilated.  The  kidneys  were 
atrophied,  and  their  pelves  dilated.  Dr.  Peaslee  thought  that  the  gen- 
eral stricture  had  led  to  retention,  and  so  to  distension  of  the  bladder 
and  the  thickeniog  of  its  walls.  Hence  the  distension  of  the  ureters,  and 
the  dilatation  of  Uie  pelves  of  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Finnel  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  ileum  of  a  young  man,  with 
the  following  history.  In  scuflBing,  he  fell  with  his  opponent  upon  him ; 
but  on  getting  up,  desired  to  keep  on.  He,  however,  began  soon  to  feel 
uneasy  in  his  abdomen,  and  in  an  hour  went  home.  He  felt  weak,  and 
oommenoed  vomiting,  which  continued  for  two  hours.  -A  medical  man 
was  then  oalled,  who  discovered  an  inguinal  hernia  of  the  size  of  an  eggy 
which  was  easily  reduced.  The  vomiting  soon  after  returned,  and  the 
patient  died  twenty-eight  hours  afier  the  injury.  The  antopeic  examina- 
tion showed  peritonitis,  and  rupture  of  the  ileum  three  feet  from  the 
coecum. 

February  22d.  Dr.  Mitcal/e  presented  a  specimen  of  aneurism  of  the 
descending  aorta,  pointing  posteriorly  below  the  scapula.  The  aneuris- 
mal  pouch  was  about  six  inches  deep,  and  of  about  the  same  width.  The 
edge  of  the  scapula  had  been  eroded  by  the  pressure  of  the  tumor,  as 
had  also  the  inner  surfaces  of  several  of  the  ribs,  numerous  ^iculse  of 
bone  being  found  in  the  walls,  and  mingled  with  the  fibrinous  layers  of  a 
large  false  aneurism  in  the  posterior  thoracic  walls.  The  aorta  burst  into 
the  left  pleura  by  an  opening  of  the  diameter  of  a  goosequill. 

Dr.  Metcalfe  thought  aneurism  pointing  posteriorly  extremely  rare,  as 
of  the  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  reported  by  three  observers,  amount- 
ing to  between  300  and  400,  none  was  found.  Nor  in  many  thousand 
patients  seen  by  Dr.  Metcalfe  at  Bellevue,  did  it  exist  Valleix,  however, 
reports  three  cases. 

Dr.  A^e$  exhilHted  an  example  of  intus-suscepUon  of  the  ileum  within 
the  ccecum,  taken  from  a  nursing  child,  d^e  months  old.  There  were 
copious,  bloody  discharges  from  the  rectum,  with  total  absence  of  foecal 
passages ;  bilious,  and  finally,  stercoraceous  vomiting.  Duration  of  the 
disease,  36  hours. 

March  8th.  Dr.  Clark  presented  an  example  of  perforating  ulcer  of 
the  stomach,  from  a  man  who  had  shown  no  symptoms  of  the  disease 
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during  life.  Hk  health  had  been  good  until  two  yean  before^  when  he 
had  miaBmatic  remittent  fever,  of  which  he  waa  soon  cnred;  aince  whidi 
he  had  remained  well,  until  two  days  before  his  admission  to  Belleme 
Hospital,  when  he  was  seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen.  At  the 
time  of  his  admission,  he  was  much  prostrated ;  abdomen  tender,  but  not 
tympanitic;  bowels  constipated,  pulse  hardly  perceptible.  He  died  in 
three  or  four  hours  i^ller  admission,  all  efforts  to  restore  the  circulation 
having  failed.  The  autopsic  examination  showed  general  abdominal  peri- 
tonitis, with  much  serum  effused.  The  stomach  was  perforated  by  an 
ulcer  with  thickened  edges ;  no  doatrices  of  old  ulcers  existed.  The  liver 
retained  somewhat  of  £e  bromsed  hue  which  is  seen  in  patients  dying  of 
remittent  fever. 

Dr.  Clark  presented  the  heart  of  a  man,  with  the  following  history: 
Was  admitted  to  BeUevue,  with  acute  pleurisy  of  the  right  side.  He  was 
soon  relieved,  when  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney  was  discovered.  In  a 
few  days,  pneumonia  of  the  left  side  attacked  the  patient;  from  which  he 
was  recovering,  when  pleuritic  efiusion  was  renewed  in  the  right  side;  and 
capillary  bronchitis  was  developed.  The  patient  died,  and  the  examination 
showed  unsuspected  pericarditis  also  to  have  existed.  The  pericardium 
was  distended  by  |  xliv  of  bloody  serum,  and  was  adherent  to  one-third 
of  the  surface  of  the  heart  by  old  pericarditis.  Dr.  Clark  thought  that, 
owing  to  its  unobtrusive  character,  pericarditis  might  often  be  overlooked 
by  the  practitioner,  while  treating  other  acute  diseases  coincident  with  it 

Dr.  Sayre  exhibited  a  child,  on  whom  he  had  operated  in  September, 
when  eleven  months  old,  for  scrofulous  suppuration  of  the  right  knee- 
joint  When  presented  to  him,  there  was  fluctuation  at  each  side  of  the 
patella  and  in  the  popliteal  space.  The  child  had  irregular  chills,  and 
was  evidently  becoming  exhausted  by  pyemic  fever.  A  free  incision  was 
made  on  each  side  of  the  patella,  through  which  a  fineer  might  be  passed. 
A  large  amount  of  the  products  of  scrofulous  inflammation  was  dis- 
charge ;  both  condyles  of  the  femur  were  found  to  be  eroded  of  their 
cartilages ;  and  bony  crepitus  was  obtained.  The  constitutional  symptoms 
improved  immediately.  Iron,  cod-liver  oil,  and  a  nutritious  diet  were 
prescribed ;  and,  notwithstanding  bad  hygienic  influences,  the  child  has 
recovered,  with  partial  motion  of  the  joint 

Dr.  Sayre  considered  this  case  as  illustrating  the  propriety  of  an  early 
opening  of  joints  affected  with  scrofulous  inflammation,  before  too  great 
disorganization  or  the  occurrence  of  too  serious  constitutional  accidents. 

Dr.  Markoe  thought  that  this  case  did  not  fairly  meet  the  question 
now  much  discussed:  Whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  to  open  joints  in  the 
case  of  cancellous  degeneration,  commonly  known  as  white  swelling  f 

March  22d.  Dr.  T.  F.  Cock  exhibited  the  kidneys  and  ureters  of  a  giri, 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  entered  Bellevue  Hospital,  with  the  aspect  of  a 
person  Laving  albuminuria.  Before  the  urine  could  be  tested,  erysipelas 
appeared  about  the  left  eye,  for  which  she  was  treated.  From  this  time^ 
no  urine  could  be  obtained.  The  erysipelas,  in  extent  as  laige  as  the 
hand,  disappeared.  The  patient  became  comatose,  and  died  in  ^ve  days 
after  admission  to  the  Hospital.  The  case  was  considered  as  one  of  retro- 
cession of  the  eruptive  disease ;  and  evidence  of  inflammation  of  the  brain 
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was  anticipated  on  examination  after  death.  The  examination,  however, 
showed  no  sign  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  or  of  its  membranes.  There 
was  at  tiie  time  of  death  no  acute  disease  of  the  langs.  A  cicatrix  existed 
at  the  apex  of  the  left  lung,  below  which  were  several  masses  of  obsolete 
tubercle.  The  liver  and  heart  were  healthy.  The  kidneys  were  lar^e, 
and  externally  presented  somewhat  the  appearance  of  fatty  kidneys.  On 
laying  tbein  open,  however,  the  walls  were  found  to  be  infiltrated  with  a 
semifluid,  straw-colored  substance,  resembling  soft  mortar  or  plaster  of 
Paris.  The  whole  of  the  secreting  portion  of  the  kidney  was  gone.  Dr. 
Cock  thought  the  infiltration  probably  tuberculous.  The  ureters  were 
much  dilated ;  that  on  the  right  side  was  1^  inches  in  diameter,  and 
was  filled  with  urine.  It  was  impervious,  its  canal  closing  abruptly  as  it 
entered  the  bladder.  The  vesical  walls  were  not  thickened.  The  urine 
contained  in  thev  ureters  was  not  albuminous.  Dr.  Cock  thought  that  had 
the  case  occurred  in  private  practice,  without  a  postmortem  examination, 
death  would  have  been  attributed  to  retrocession  of  the  erysipelas,  and 
consequent  inflammation  of  the  brain,  rather  than  to  the  retention  of  urea 
by  reason  of  the  inability  of  the  kidney  to  eliminate  it. 

dKiitarial. 


American  Medical  Associatioru — We  have  given  in  detail  the  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  body  at  its  meeting  at  St.  Louis,  last  month,  as  we 
found  them  reported  in  the  papers  of  that  city.  The  whole  number  of  dele- 
gates from  all  parts  of  the  country  was  two  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty,  of 
which  the  proportion  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  sections  was  small. 
But  one  prize  was  awarded,  which  was  given  to  Prof.  Braihard,  of  Chicago, 
for  an  Essay  on  a  new  method  of  Treating  Ununited  Fractures  and  Certain 
Deformities  of  the  Osseous  System.  Prof.  B.  has  recently  returned  from 
Paris,  where  he  has  been  spending  some  time  in  physiological  researches. 

We  are  happy  to  see  that  a  resolution,  introduced  by  Prof.  Gross,  to  dis- 
continue the  costly  entertainments,  an  increasing  taste  for  which  the  best 
friends  of  the  Association  have  thought  to  be  a  serious  evil,  met  with  a  ready 
response;  and  trust  that,  hereafter,  all  display  and  extravagance  of  this  kind 
will  be  discontinued.  Such  devotion  to  tho  table  illy  becomes  scientific 
bodies ;  and,  unless  these  gatherings  can  be  kept  within  the  limits  of  sim- 
plicity and  frugality,  they  had  better  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  We  were 
in  hopes  that  a  movement  of  this  kind  would  have  been  made  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the  meeting  last  year.  Our  brethren  at  St.  Louis  determined 
not  to  be  surpassed  either  in  public  or  private  demonstrations  of  hospitality, 
and,  from  all  we  can  learn,  exhibited  abundant  evidence  of  Southern  liberality 
and  taste.  Perseverance  in  the  custom  of  a  large  public  entertainment,  would 
deny  us  the  gratification  of  visiting  some  of  the  smaller  cities,  where  the  ex- 
penditure necessary  for  such  an  arrangement  would  be  a  serious  tax  upon  the 
profession  in  them. 
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The  only  oeeurrenee  «rhich  teems  to  liave  At  all  distorbed  the  harmony  of 
the  meeting  was  the  transfer  of  the  PublioatioD  Committee  from  Philadelphia 
to  this  eity ;  the  discussioD  of  whieh  is  said  to  have  elicited  some  personal  sod 
sectional  feeling,  while  the  decision  led  to  the  offer  of  the  resignation,  by  bis 
colleagues,  of  Dr.  Cordie,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Association.  We  regret  tiiis 
measure  on  many  accounts,  the  more  especially  as  it  will  have  a  tendency  to 
mar  the  cordial  feeling  which  should  exist  between  the  sister  cities,  and  will 
be  particularly  uopleasant  when  we  vint  them,  as  many  of  us  hope  to  do,  next 
year,  and  partake  of  their  hospitalities.  The  Association  at  fint  refused  to 
aeeept  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  in  favor  of  the  change;  but  it 
was  rabeeqaently  adopted,  after  a  second  long  and  rather  warm  disoasaion  in 
the  committee  of  the  whole.  The  ehange  is  said  to  have  been  made  in  ae- 
eordance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  New  YortE  Delegation ;  sod  if  so, 
we  cannot  believe  that  they  fairly  represented  the  wishes  of  their  constitnents. 
At  least,  we  have  never  heard  of  any  expression  of  opinion  to  that  effect,  and 
know  that  the  measure  is  regretted  by  some  of  the  strong  friends  of  the  Asso- 
ciation among  us.  We  regard  it  as  the  more  unfortunate,  from  the  fact  that 
a  resolution  subsequently  passed,  that  in  future  the  printing  for  the  year  shall 
be  executed  at  the  city  at  which  the  meeting  is  held,  a  measure  of  questionable 
propriety  by-the-way,  in  its  general  application,  but  Vhich,  in  the  preaoit 
case,  if  confirmed  at  the  next  meeting,  will  transfer  it  back  to  Philadelphia^ 
after  an  interval  of  one  year  only.  A  change  could  then  have  been  made,  if 
thought  desirable  by  the  majority;  and  thus  the  unpleasant  feeling  would 
have  been  spared,  at  least  until  after  our  meeting  in  that  city. 

Hospital  for  Diseases  <^  Females, — We  were  very  much  gratified  about  a 
fortnight  ago  by  an  eloquent  appeal  by  Dr.  J.  Mabion  Sims,  formerly  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  now  a  resident  among  us,  in  behalf  of  the  establishment  of 
a  public  charity  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  females,  excluuvely;  and  trust 
that  an  institution  of  this  nature  will  soon  be  added  to  the  many  noble  ones 
for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity  with  which  our  city  abounda  Dr.  S.  de- 
tailed very  graphically  the  different  steps  he  took,  and  the  disappointments  he 
encountered,  during  three  years,  in  a  private  hospital  at  the  South,  in  perfecting 
the  apparatus  for  performing  the  operation  for  which  he  deserves  so  much 
credit,  and  which  sheds  such  bright  lustre  upon  American  surgery.  There  was 
an  earnestness,  a  simplicity,  and  singleness  of  purpose,  which  won  the 
hearts  of  his  audience;  and  one  was  at  a  loss  whether  to  admire  most  the  head 
or  the  heart  of  the  speaker.  The  "attendance  was  large,  and  was  the  more 
flattering  to  Dr.  S.,  who  is  comparatively  a  stranger  in  our  midst,  from  the  fact 
that  the  weather  was  very  inclement.  Dr.  Delafisld  introduced  him  to  the 
audience,  and,  after  the  address,  was  called  to  the  chair;  when  a  meeting  was 
organized  and  resolutions  passed,  expressing  the  cordial  sympathy  of  those 
present  with  the  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Sims,  and  requesting  the  Chairman  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  present  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
fession. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  commenced  ito  seveDtb  annual  meeting,  at  St  Louis, 
Mo.,  on  Tuesday,  May  2nd,  at  11  A.  M.  Dr.  Ushsr  Pabsons,  of 
Rhode  Island,  Senior  Vice  President  of  the  Association,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order,  in  the  aheence  of  the  President,  Dr.  Jonathan  Kstioht. — 
Dr.  Edwin  Lsmoinb,  of  St  Louis,  took  his  place  as  Secrelary.  Letten 
were  read  from  Drs.  Jonathan  Knight,  President,  and  £.  L.  Bxadlb, 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  announcing  their  unavoidable  absence  from  the 
present  meeting  of  the  A«ociation — also  a  letter  from  Dr.  Knight  to  Dr. 
Panons,  informing  him  of  his  expected  absence. 

The  Association  was  then  welcomed  to  St  Louis  by  Dr.  Washington,  of 
that  city ;  ivhen  Dr.  Parsons,  after  a  few  suitable  remarks,  stated,  that  the 
first  business  in  order  was  to  call  the  roll  of  Delegates. 

The  roll  was  then  called  by  States  and  Societies,  when  two  hundred 
answered  to  their  names,  from  the  following  States  :  viz.  Maine,  3  ;  Mas- 
sachusetts, 8 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  Connecticut,  8  ;  New  York,  13;  New 
Jersey,  2  ;  Pennsylvania,  17;  Virginia,  1 ;  South  Carolina,  8 ;  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Cherokee,  each  1 ;  Kentucky,  6 ;  Ohio,  16  ; 
Indiana,  3  ;  Missouri,  59  ;  Michigan,  4;  Iowa,  8  ;  Llinois,  30  ;  Wiscon- 
sin, 3 ;  Tennessee,  11. 

The  President  now  declared  the  meeting  organized,  and  congratulated 
the  Association  on  the  return  of  its  anniversary.  * 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publications  was  next  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table.    The  Treasurer's  report  was  also  read,  and  referred. 

A  recess  of  fifteen  minutes  was  now  had,  to  allow  the  delegates  of  each 
State  to  meet  and  nominate  one  of  their  number  to  form  a  general  or 
nominating  committee  to  report  permanent  officers  for  the  Society. 

The  meeting  again  came  to  order,  and  the  delegates  from  the  several 
States  handed  in  Uieir  names,  as  follows  : 

ifaine— Dr.  Chas.  Millet ;  Massachusetts— Dr.  D.  H.  Storer ;  Cmnee- 
ticut— Dr.  P.  G.  Rockwell ;  J!iew  York^Dt.  L.  P.  White ;  New  Jersey 
— ^Dr.  George  R.  Chitwood  ;  Pennsylvania — ^Dr.  Rene  La  Roche ;  Ftr- 
gnUa — Dr.  Adam  Spitler ;  Minnesota — ^Dr.  J.  H.  Murphy ;  South  Car* 
dinor-^Dr.  Thomas  G.  Prioleau ;  Illinois— Dr.  W.  B.  Herrick ;  Ala- 
iama — Dr.  S.  W.  Clanton ;  Louisiana — Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner;  Missouri-^ 
Dr.  Thomas  G.  Reybum ;  Michigan — ^Dr.  William  Brodie ;  Mississippi 
— ^Dr.  T.  J.  Grafton ;  lowor—Dr.  D.  Seviter ;  Tennessee— Dr.  J.  B.  Land- 
elej ;  Wisconsin — Dr  J.  B.  Dousman ;  Kentucky — ^Dr.  Robert  J.  Breck- 
enndge ;  Ohio— Dr.  O.  M.  Langdon ;  Indiana— Dr.  W.  W.  Hitt ;  U.  S. 
Navy  and  iirmy— -Dr.  Pinckney ; 

The  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers,  having  been  approved  by  the 
Convention,  retired  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  officers  for  the  Associa- 
tion— viz.  a  President,  four  Vice  Presidents,  and  two  Secretaries. 

A  resolution  was  now  offered  to  provide  for  the  future  meetings  of  the 
26 
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Association,  that  they  shall  be  held  alternately  in  the  Northern,  Southern, 
and  Western  portions  of  the  Union.  The  resolution  gave  rise  to  consider- 
able discussion,  and  was  finally  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session, 

The  Association  met  at  3,  P.  M.,  when  the  senior  Vice  President^  Dr. 
Parsons,  delivered  an  address,  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were 
returned  to  him ;  and  the  address  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publi- 
cation, for  incorporation  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  John  G.  Adams,  of  New  York,  a  perma- 
nent member,  dated  at  Marseilles,  was  read. 

*^  Marsbilles,  March  19, 1854. 

**Dr.  Edward  L.  Beadle,  Secretary  American  Medical  Association  : 

"  Please  to  state  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  their  meeting 
in  St.  Louis,  that  I  have  presented  to  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Medicine 
at  Paris  the  sixth  volume  of  their  Transactions,  that  it  has  been  received  by 
that  distinguished  body  with  much  favor,  and  that  it  has  been  referred  to 
a  committee  for  examination  and  report  (M.  Yelpeau,  Chairman.) 

I  have  also  promised  M.  Dubois,  perpetual  Secretary  of  the  Academy, 
to  endeavor  to  procure  for  the  Academy  the  five  previous  volumes ;  and  I 
feel  assured  that  the  Academy  would  take  much  pleasure  in  establishing 
a  correspondence  with  our  American  Medical  Association. 

With  great  respect,  yours  truly,  J.  G.  Adams. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  comply  with  the  requests  contained  in  the 
letter  from  Dr.  Adams. 

A  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Association  residing  in  New  York 
and  its  vicinity,  and  those  frotn  abroad  remaining  here  at  the  time,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  that  city  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  feelings  re- 
specting the  disaster  on  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  R.  R.  at  Norwalk, 
Ot,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  so  many  valuable  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, was  read,  in  which  the  committee  appointed  state,  that  in  their 
opinion,  the  most  appropriate  method  of  carrying  into  effect  the  objects 
had  in  view  in  their  appointment,  would  be  by  preparing  a  narrative  of 
the  event,  together  with  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of  each  individual, 
which  shall  embrace  a  notice  of  the  birth-place,  age,  place  of  education, 
when  and  where  they  derived  their  medical  authority,  where  located  after 
entering  the  profession,  tastes  and  habits  of  life ;  if  any,  to  what  particular 
branch  of  the  profession  devoted,  what  positions  held  in  the  profession, 
either  as  professors,  presidents  or  officers  of  Medical  Societies,  what  litera- 
ry labors,  medical  or  otherwise,  performed,  what  done  to  advance  the  sca- 
ence  of  medicine ;  and  that  snch  narrative  and  biographical  memoirs  be 
published  in  the  next  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association,  and 
suggesting  that  they  be  authorized  to  complete  the  narrative  and  me- 
moirs  in  question,  and  to  transmit  them  to  Committee  of  Publication. 
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A  commuDication  was  then  received  from  the  New  Hampehire  Medical 
Society,  containing  resolutions  to  the  effect  that  no  <me  should  be  allow- 
ed to  become  a  member  of  the  Association  who  countenanced  any  charac- 
ter of  empiricism. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  offered  a  resolution  declaring  that  all  fu- 
ture elections  of  officers  of  the  Association  should  take  place  immediately 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  instead  of  immediately 
after  its  meeting.  The  resolution  being  seconded,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  for  one  year,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Association,  be- 
fore being  acted  upon. 

Dr.  Gross  offered  another  resolution,  declaring  it  to  be  disorderly  for 
any  future  committee  of  arrangements  to  prepare  a  costly  supper  or  din- 
ner, for  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Association.  Dr.  G.  re- 
marked in  support  of  the  resolution,  that  he  had  the  misfortune,  perhaps, 
to  live  in  a  small  city,  where  the  profession  was  poor,  and  unable  to  go  to 
any  extravagant  expenditure  in  the  entertainment  of  the  Association,  in 
case  it  should  ever  honor  his  city  by  holding  its  meetings  there.  His  res- 
olution, he  further  said,  was  prospective  in  its  application,  and  intended 
to  make  no  reflection  on  any  arrangements  that  had  been  made  by  the 
profession  of  this  city. 

Some  discussion  arose,  and  several  amendments  were  offered— one  of 
which  was,  that  the  word  improper  should  be  substituted  for  disorderly, 
and  that  liquor  and  cigars  shall  be  excluded  from  such  entertainments. 

Dr.  Coons,  of  St.  Louis,  remarked  in  this  connection,  that  the  objects 
of  the  society  had  been  more  directed  to  efforts  of  entertainment,  than  to 
promote  science.  Several  members  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion without  reference  to  what  had  taken  place,  but  to  provide  against  the 
practice  becoming  an  evil  in  future.  The  resolution  finally  passed  as 
amended. 

The  Committee  for  the  Nomination  of  Officers  now  appeared,  and  made 
the  following  report : 

Far  Prendmi — Chas.  A.  Pope,  M.  D.,  of  Missouri ;  Vice  Presidents 
— E.  D.  Fennbr,  M.  D.,  of  Louisiana;  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  of  Illinois ; 
Wji.  T.  Wraoo,  M.  D.,  of  South  Carolina ;  John  Grebn,  M.  D.,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts :  Secretaries — E.  S.  Lemoine,  M.  D.,  of  Missouri ;  Fravois 
Weet,  M.  D.,  of  Pennsylvania :  Treasurer-'-D.  F.  Condie,  M.  D.,  of 
PennsylFania. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  officers  called  to  fill  their  several  sta- 
tions. Dr.  Storer,  of  Boston,  Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Brainard,  of  Chi- 
cagOy  and  Dr.  Reed,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  conduct 
the  newly  appointed  officers  to  their  seats  on  the  platform. 

Dr.  Pope  was  not  in  attendance,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family, 
and  the  senior  Vice  President  was  called  upon  to  officiate  in  his  stead. — 
Dr.  Fenoer  returned  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  regret- 
ted the  absence  of  the  President. 

On  motion,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  unanimously  fixed  upon  as  the 
next  place  of  meeting  of  the  Association. 
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Dr.  CoNDiB,  ChMrman  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  offered  cer- 
tain resolutions  that  the  yearly  dues  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
should  not  be  less  than  three  dollars,  and  that  the  name  of  any  member 
lefusing  or  neglecting  to  pay  the  same,  should  be  erased  from  the  list  of 
permanent  members. 

The  resolutions  were  then  further  amended  by  providing  that  the 
Secretary,  before  erasing  the  name  of  a  member  should  inform  him  of  lus 
indebtedness,  and  in  this  form  passed  en  masse^  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  Detroit  Medical  Aasociation,  extending 
an  invitation  to  the  Association  to  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Detroit 
was  now  read.    It  was  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

.  Dr.  Atlbb,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  procure  a  stone  with  a 
.suitable  inscription  for  the  monument  of  Washington,  reported  that  he 
bad  adopted,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Pierson,  of  Salem,  the 
design  for  the  stone,  representing  Hippocrates  refusing  the  presents  of  King 
Artaxerxes,  who  invited  him  to  go  to  Persia  and  succor  the  enemies  of 
Greece.  The  sculpture  was  on  beautiful  marble,  by  Samuel  Beck,  a 
yoiiDg  artist  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  from  a  daguerreotype 
c«py  of  Viardot's  celebrated  picture,  presented  to  him  by  Miss  Abby  li. 
iJKerson.  The  execution  of  the  work  is  in  the  highest  style  of  art,  and 
•vinces  extraordinanr  talent  in  the  artist 

The  stone  is  of  Vermont  marble.  The  resolution  authorizing  the 
novement  was  adopted  at  Richmond.  There  was  a  lack  of  funds  for  tlie 
aeoomplishment  of  this  object  to  the  amount  of  $400,  and  members  of  the 
Association  were  respectfully  invited  to  contribute,  as  they  felt  inclined,  to 
jnake  up  the  amount .  On  motion.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker  was  app(»nted 
treasurer  pro  tem^  as  the  Treasurer  elect  was  not  in  attendance. 

A  gentleman  now  announced  to  the  meeting,  that  Dr.  Pope,  the 
President  elect,  was  in  the  room.  Two  of  the  conunittee  appointed  for 
that  purpose  then  escorted  the  President  to  the  chair.  He  addressed  the 
Association  in  a  few  remarks  as  follows  : 

^  Gevtlbmen  :  There  are  occasions  when  the  mouth  is  dnmb,  because 
the  heart  is  full.  Such  I  feel  my  present  position,  when  I  behold  around 
me  so  many  members  of  a  noble  profession.  I  am  grateful  for  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  upon  me ;  and,  however  unworthy  in  other  respects,  I 
will  yield  to  none  in  a  just  appreciation  of  the  lofty  and  noble  profeasioa 
of  which  we  are  members.  In  this  view,  Oentlemen,  I  fed  that  the  hon- 
•r  was  not  so  much  intended  for  myself  as  for  the  advances  made  in 
sdenee  by  the  profession  generally,  in  the  West  For  myself,  I  return 
you  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  heart  I  will  endeavor  to  act  to  the  best  of 
my  abilities ;  and  again  I  thank  you." 

Dr.  NiNiAK  PiNKNBT,  of  the  Navy,  was  then  introduced,  and  read  an 
elbquent  address  to  the  Association  on  the  importance  of  union  and  con- 
eert  in  securing  the  exaltation  of  the  medical  profession,  which  was  listened 
to  with  marked  attention. 

A  communication  was  read  from  L.  M.  EsirNBTr,  inviting  all  the 
HiemberB  of  the  Association  to  his  residence.    Also,  one  from  the  Direct- 


1854.]  Americim  Medical  AMOcicOion.  325 

ore  of  the  Miasouri  Institution  for  the  Blind,  requesting  the  members  to 
yisit  that  establishment 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  nominating  Committee  report 
to  the  Association  all  the  standing  committees. 

The  Prbsidskt  then  invited  the  membere  to  the  residences  of  Drs. 
MooRB,  MoPheetbrs,  and  Reitbdrn. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Wednesday-^ 
at  9  o'clock. 

Wednesday^  May  8d.  The  meeting  convened  at  9  A.  M.,  Dr.  Pope, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read,  and,  after  one  or  two 
alight  amendments,  were  adopted. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  reported  the  names 
of  fifteen  delegates,  as  having  registered  their  names  since  Tuesday. 

A  memorial  from  the  memben  of  the  American  Medical  Society  ist 
Paris,  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  was  now  read,  and  on  motioa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education. 

The  President  announced  that  the  reading  and  consideration  of  the 
annual  reports  of  committees  would  now  be  in  order.  Several  committees 
were  continued  on  motion,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  the  chairmen,  viz., 
Drs.  Arnold,  of  Ga ;  Wood,  of  N.  Y. ;  Porchbr,  of  S.  C. ;  Hooker,  of 
Conn. ;  and  Lapslet,  of  Penn. 

The  following  chairmen  of  committees  submitted  abstracts  of  their  re^ 
ports  of  the  diseases  and  epidemics  committed  to  their  investigation,  as 
appearing  in  their  several  sections  and  districts. 

Dr.  D.  F.  CoNDiB,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  Cluses  of  Tubercular  Di^ 
sease,  was  not  prepared  to  report,  and  requested  further  time. 

Dr.  Geo.  d.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  on  Diseases  of  Parasitic  Origin, 
not  being  present,  had  sent  a  verbal  request  to  be  discontinued.  His  re^ 
quest  was  accordingly  granted. 

Dr.  John  A.  Atleb,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  Epidemics  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maiyland,  not  being  prepared  to  make  a  full 
report,  requested  to  be  continued  on  the  same  committee. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Cain,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  Epidemics  of  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  read  an  abstract  of  his  report  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Sutton,  of  Georgetown,  Ky.,  on  Epidemics  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  made  a  partial  report,  but  of  such  meager  materials, 
tliat  he  requested  to  be  continued.  His  report  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
xnittee  of  Publication,  when  ready. 

Dr.  Georob  Mendbnhall,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  Epidemics  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  presented  a  report  for  the  years  1852 
and  1 858,  of  which  he  read  a  brief  abstract  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication,  with  the  request  to  have  it  published  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  year. 

Drs.  Palmbr  and  Atleb  each  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  great  and 
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lasting  good  that  might  be  accomplished,  if  all  the  members  of  the  Abbo- 
ciation  would  duly  record  their  individual  experience  of  epidemics,  and 
report  all  suuh  cases  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees.  Dr.  Atlee  had 
been  two  years  Chairman  of  such  a  committee,  and  during  that  time  had 
only  received  two  such  reportB,~-one  from  New  York,  and  a  partial  one 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  stated,  that  he  had  used  great  exertions  to  get 
professional  men  to  cooperate  in  this  work,  and  appealed  to  the  whole 
faculty  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  this  great  object  He 
very  ably  impressed  the  necessity  of  cooperation  by  all  the  profession 
with  the  several  committees  having  these  reports  in  charge. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Holmes,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Epidemic  Erysipelas,  read  an 
abstract  of  his  report    It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Fbknbr,  of  New  Orleans,  on  Epidemics  of  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Texas,  and  Arkansas.  He  read  a  comprehensive  abstract  of  his 
report,  dwelling,  principally,  on  the  ravages  of  the  cholera  and  yellow 
fever,  and  the  causes  and  the  means  of  treatment 

Dr.  Fenner  had  not  completed  his  report,  and  Dr.  McPheetbbs 
offered  a  resolution,  that  Dr.  Fenner  be  requested  to  complete  his  report, 
and  submit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  to  be  published.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Dr.  MussET,  of  Cincinnati,  now  made  a  motion  to  suspend  the  order 
of  regular  business,  to  allow  Dr.  Linton,  of  St  Louis,  to  express  his  views 
with  regard  to  the  Pathology  of  Yellow  Ferer.  A  suspension  of  busi- 
ness was  made  for  this  purpose. 

He  expressed  his  views  very  clearly,  and  at  some  length,  on  this  sub- 
ject He  advocated  the  idea  that  vegetable  decomposition  was  not  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  the  autumnal  diseases  of  this  country.  He  con- 
sidered yellow  fever  nothing  more  than  an  aggravated  type  of  bilious 
fever,  caused  by  the  retention  of  hydro-carbonaceous  substances  in  the 
blood.  In  other  words,  the  agencies  producing  yellow  fever  were,  North- 
em  bloody  subject  to  the  heat  of  Southern  latitudes. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  Dr.  Linton  be  requested  to 
draw  up  the  substance  of  his  remarks,  to  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
of  Publication. 

Dr.  Dan'l  BftAiNARD,  of  Chicago,  111.,  on  the  Constitution  and  Local 
Treatment  of  Carcinoma.  He  requested  further  time  to  make  a  full 
report. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  111.,  on  the  Influence  of  Local  Circum- 
stances on  the  Origin  and  Prevalence  of  Typhoid  Fever.  The  report,  of 
which  he  read  a  brief  abstract,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

Dr.  Donaldson,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  Present  and  Prospective  Value 
of  the  Microscope  in  Disease.  Dr.  Donaldson  in  a  communication, 
stated  that  his  report  was  complete ;  but,  he  not  being  present,  it  was 
without  reading  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  was  received,  but, 
owing  to  its  length,  its  reading  was  passed  over :  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 
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Dr.  Pope,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays,  reported  that 
Professor  Damikl  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  111.,  was  the  successful  com- 
petitor for  the  prize  awarded  for  the  best  essay,  entitled,  *'  An  Essay  on  a 
new  method  of  treating  Ununited  Fractures  and  certain  Deformities  <^  the 
Osseous  System." 

The  announcement  was  greeted  with  applause,  and  Dr.  MoPhxetbrs 
-moved  that  Professor  Brainard  take  the  stand,  and  give  the  Association 
an  abstract  of  his  new  mode  of  treating  fractures,  &c.,  which  motion  was 
carried;  and  Professor  B.  accordingly  came  forward,  and  in  an  able 
vmanner  gave  the  requisite  information. 

Dr.  HooKBR,  of  Connecticut,  Treasurer,  now  introduced  the  subject  of 
annui^  assessments,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  ready  to  receive  the  dues  of  members. 

Dr.  Elbert  offered  certain  resolutions  to  the  effect,  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  recommend  to  the  next  annual  meeting  for  consideration, 
any  alteration  they  might  deem  necessary  in  the  Constitution,  By-Laws, 
<&&,  and  also  that  the  place  of  holding  future  annual  meetings  of  the 
Asaodation  be  determined  by  ballot,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
dominating  Committee.   The  resolutions,  after  much  discussion,  were  lost 

Dr.  Guthrie,  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
moosly  carried : 

Raolved^  That  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  recommendation  to 
Congress  to  abolish  or  materially  modify  the  duty  on  such  crude  drugs, 
not  produceable  in  this  country,  as  are  used  in  the  laboratories  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  manufacture  of  chemicals,  we  recognize  a  wise  provision  for  the 
further  protection  of  the  profession  and  the  community  at  large  from  im- 
pure and  sophisticated  medicines. 

Besolved^  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  signed  by  the  proper 
oflBcers  of  this  Association,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Johnson  now  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Stephen  Williams,  of 
Illinois,  inclosing  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which,  on  mo- 
tion, were  adopted : 

'*  As  we  are  constantly  called  upon  to  deplore  the  ravages  of  death 
among  the  illustrious  and  worthy  members  of  our  profession  throughout 
the  United  Sutes, 

^^Resolvedy  That  a  Standing  Committee  be  appointed  by  this  Asso- 
ciation to  procure  memorials  of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead  among  the 
distinguished  physicians  of  our  country,  and  present  them  to  this  Asso- 
ciation for  publication  in  the  Transactions." 

The  Chair  announced  that  he  would  appoint  the  Committee  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution,  hereafter. 

Dr.  McIlyaine  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Assodation,  the  practice  of  Fro- 
fefisors  reading  lectures  to  their  classes,  no  matter  with  how  much  care, 
selected  from  the  musty  lecords  of  antiquity,  is  a  miserable  apology  for 
teaching,  is  prifna  facie  evidence  of  their  inaptness  to  instruct,  and  is 
inimicable  tb  medical  progress.    Laid  on  the  table. 
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Dr.  Ramsat,  of  Tennessee,  ofiered  a  resolution,  providing  for  the 
abolishment  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  Laid  on  the  table  for  one 
year. 

Dr.  Frin^h  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  carried : 

Buolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  what  State,  or 
other  Societies,  represented  in  this  Association,  are  in  fellowship  with 
irregular  practitioners. 

Dr.  Blatohford,  of  Troy,  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  A.  D.  Sporb, 
stating  that  he  (Dr.  Sporb)  had  been  for  some  time  investigating  the 
subject  of  Hydrophobia,  to  ascertain  what  influence  the  weather  bad  upon 
the  diMase ;  and,  in  the  letter,  he  requested  that  communications  on  the 
subject  might  be  sent  to  him  by  members  of  the  faculty  who  had  oppor- 
tumties  of  making  observations.  Dr.  Sporb,  not  being  a  delegate,  it  was 
moved  that  Dr.  ^ atohford  be  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  for 
the  investigation  of  this  subject 

Dr.  MoDowBLL,  of  St  Louis,  explained  an  attack  made  by  him  on  air 
instrument  invented  by  Professor  Smith,  of  Boston,  for  performing  the 
operation  of  Lithotomy.  Dr.  McDowbll  desired  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  give  the  credit  of  the  invention 
to  whom  it  is  due.    A  resolution  to  that  effect  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Ramsat,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution,  making  it  the  dufy  of 
a  committee,  appointed  according  to  a  previous  resolution,  to  inquire  into 
the  charges  made  against  some  members  of  this  Association  of  using  pro- 
prietary medicines.     Adopted. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Smith,  of  Ck>lumbu8,  Ohio, 
which  was  carried : 

Besolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of be  appointed  by  the 

Association,  on  the  subject  of  Insanity,  as  it  prevails  in  this  country, 
including  its  eauHs^  as  hereditary  transmission,  educational  influences, 
physical  and  moral,  social  and  political  institutions,  &c.,  iU  forms  and 
eamplieationSy  eurabiUty^  and  means  of  cure  and  prevention. 

The  announcement  was  now  made  that  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  there 
would  be  fifteen  omnibuses  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  awaiting  the  members 
of  the  Association,  together  with  numerous  buggies  and  carriages,  to  con- 
duct them  to  the  residence  of  Col.  O'Fallon,  who  had  extended  them  a 
general  invitation  to  an  entertainment. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Aflemocn  Session. 

The  AseooialioD  met  as  per  adjournment 

Dr.  Samubl  p.  Whifb,  of  the  University  of  Bufl&ilo^  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  i^hich  was  carried : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  be  presented  to  Dr.  J. 
Enioht,  late  President,  for  the  very  dignified,  courteous,  and  %ffi<dent 
manner  in  which  he  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  that  he  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  ftimish  the  usual  address  for  publication. 
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The  oommittee  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  to 
devise  or  consider  some  comprehensive  plan  for  the  more  genera),  syste- 
matic, and  thorough  investigation  of  subjects  connected  with  medical 
science,  made  a  report,  to  which  was  appended  the  following  resolution : 

Beiolved,  That  the  American  Medical  Association  hereby  recom- 
mends all  Medical  Societies  to  establish,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  de- 
tailed in  the  foregoing  report,  special  committees  for  the  selection,  inyeat- 
igation,  collaboration,  and  publication  of  all  subjects  of  interest  connected 
with  medical  science. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  report  and  resolution  referred  to 
the  Ck>mmittee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Atlkb  communicated  to  the  meeting,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Br.  Parish,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Epidemics  of  New  Jer- 
sey, stating  that  his  report  was  yet  nnfinished|  but  would  soon  be  ready 
for  publication. 

On  motion,  it  was  directed  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Committee  of 
PaUication  when  finished. 

J>T.  Davis  presented  some  specimens  of  milk  to  the  Association,  which 
he  explained  would,  if  used,  prevent  many  of  the  diseases  to  which  child- 
ren are  subject,  arising  from  using  putrid  milk.  He  respectfully  submit- 
ted the  specimens  to  the  consideration  of  the  Association. 

After  a  session  of  half  an  hour,  the  meeting  adjourned  till  9  o'clock 
on  Thunday  morning. 

Thur$day^  May  4th.  The  Association  convened  at  0  o'clock,  A.  M., 
Dr.  Pops,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Oi)  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose (k  fillrng  the  vacancy  in  the  Nominating  Committee  from  Iowa. 

On  modon.  Dr.  MoGinoan  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  minutes  of  Wednesday's  proceedings  were  read,  and  after  a  few 
unimportant  amendments,  were  adopted. 

Dr.  McPhbktbrs  stated  to  the  Association,  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  with  the  different  lines  of  travel  from  the  city,  to  convey  the 
members  of  the  Association  to  their  homes  free  of  charge ;  and  that  all 
the  lines  and  companies  had  agreed  to  the  arrangement,  except  the  New 
York  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 

The  Secretary  now  read  a  communication  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Nominating  Committee,  requesting  that  body  to  meet  Also,  a  commu- 
cation,  tendering  the  hospitality  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  to  those 
members  who  return  by  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Atlbb  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  carried : 

Resolved^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Publication  Committee  to 

rsnd  to  each  volume  of  the  Transactions  hereafter  published  a  copy  of 
Constitution  of  the  Association. 

The  folbwing  resolntion,  offered  by  Dr.  Gross,  was  also  carried ;  and 
Dr.  Gross  was  appointed,  by  the  Chair,  the  committee  designated : 

BeMolvtd^  That  a  committee  of  one  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  which  obstruct  the  formation  and  establishment  of 
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our  National  Medical  Literature,  and  to  report  the  subject  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  this  Association,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

A  communication  from  the  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  the  Padfic 
Railroad  was  read  by  the  President,  inviting  the  memberB  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  take  a  trip  on  that  road,  and  offering  to  send  a  special  train  for 
that  purpose,  for  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  tne  Directors  of 
the  Koad. 

Dr.  J.  Bkrrien  Lindslet  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  on 
motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association : 

Bewlvedy  That  this  Association  earnestly  recommend  to  the  few 
Western  Schools  which  still  retaiu  the  rule  of  making  four  yeais^  practice 
equivalent  to  one  term  at  college,  the  abrogation  of  said  rule,  as  holding 
out  a  strong  inducement  and  temptation  to  young  men  to  enter  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine  with  little  or  no  preparation. 

Drs.  D10K8ON,  Gaiscoif,  and  E.  D.  Fennkr,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee by  the  Chair,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  as 
to  the  best  means  for  preventing  the  introduction  of  disease  by  emigrants 
into  our  country. 

Dr.  LiMTOK,  of  St  Louis,  offered  the  following,  which  was  also 
referred  to  the  above-named  committee : 

Betdved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  quarantine  estab- 
lishments afford  no  protection  to  states  and  cities  against  the  invasion  of 
epidemics  such  as  cholera  and  yellow  fever. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Medical  Association,  were  invited  to  take  seats  in  this  Associa- 
tion, as  members  by  invitation. 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  memorial  from  Drs.  Hammer  and 
Murphy,  of  the  American  Medical  Society  at  Paris,  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  which  was,  at  a  previous  meeting,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education,  was  after  considerable  discussion,  withdrawn 
from  that  Committee,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Peebles,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Epidemics  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  was  excused  from  that  committee,  by  his  request. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  then 
read: — 

Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  Epidemics  of 
New  England,  and  New  York. 

Dr.  John  L.  AUee,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  Epidemics  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Cain,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  Epidemics  of  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Georgia,  and  Alabama.  « 

Dr.  W.  L.  Sutton,  of  Georgetown,  Ey.,  on  Epidemics  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky. 

Dr.  Thomas  Reyburn,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Epidemics  of  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin. 

Dr.  Geo.  Mendenhall,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Epidemics  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan. 
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Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  on  Epidemics  of  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas. 

Dr.  James  Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  on  the  mutual  relations  of 
Yellow  and  Bilious  Remittent  Fe^er. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  On  the  causes  of 
Taherculous  Disease. 

Dr.  Jos.  Leidj,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Diseases  of  Parasitic  Ori- 
gin. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Merrill,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  Physiological  Peculiari- 
ties and  Diseases  of  Negroes. 

Dr.  Jos.  N.  McDowell,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Statistics  of  the  operation 
for  the  Removal  of  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

Dr.  F.  P.  Porcher,  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  on  the  Toxioological  and 
Medicinal  Properties  of  our  Cryptogamic  Plants.     • 

Dr.  Daniel  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  Constitutional  and 
Local  Treatment  of  Carcinoma. 

Dr.  Greo.  Engleman,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  Influence  of  Geological 
FormatioDS  on  the  Character  of  Disease. 

Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  of  Mount  Clemens,  Mich.,  on  Dysentery. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New  York,  on  the  use  and  effect  of  applications 
of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the  Throat,  in  Local  or  General  Disease. 

Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  administration  of  Anaes- 
thetic Agents  during  Parturition. 

Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  on  the  Diet  of  the  Sick. 

Dr.  £.  R.  Dabney,  of  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  on  certain  forms  of  Eruptive 
Fevers  prevalent  in  Middle  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Sanford  B.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  on  the  Hygrometrical  State  of 
the  Atmosphere  in  various  localities,  and  its  influence  on  health. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Buflialo,  New  York,  on  the  frequency 
of  deformities  in  fractures. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Fallen,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  on  diseases  of  the  Prostate 
Gland. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  111.,  on  the  Excretions,  as  an  index  to 
the  Organic  Changes  going  on  in  the  system. 

Dr.  Leroy  H.  Anderson,  of  Sumpterville,  Ala.,  on  Typhoid  Fever  and 
its  complications,  as  it  prevails  in  Alabama. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Byford,  of  Evansville,  la.,  on  the  Pathology  and  Treat- 
ment of  Scrofula. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  III,  on  the  nutritive  qualiUes  of  Milk, 
and  the  influence  produced  thereon  by  pregnancy  and  menstruation  in  the 
human  female,  and  pregnancy  in  the  cow ;  and  also  on  the  question  wheth- 
er there  is  not  some  mode  by  which  the  nutritive  constituents  of  milk 
can  be  preserved  in  their  purity  and  sweetness,  and  furnished  to  the  in- 
habitants of  cities  in  such  quantities  as  to  supersede  the  present  defective 
and  often  unwholesome  method  of  supply. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Haskens,  of  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  on  the  Microscopical  Invest!- 
gatioDB  of  Malignant  Tumors. 
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Dr.  Geo.  E.  Grant,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  Sulphate  of  Quinia  as  a 
Remedial  Agent  in  the  treatment  of  Fevers. 

Dr.  R  R.  McDvaiDe,  of  Cincin.,  Ohio,  on  the  Study  of  Pathology  at 
the  Bedside. 

Dr.  E.  8.  Cooper,  of  Peoria,  HI.,  on  Orthopaedic  Snrgeiy. 

Dr.  Andrew  F.  Jeter,  of  Palmyra,  Mo.,  on  the  Modus  Operandi  of  the 
Enyenomed  Secretions  of  healthy  Animals. 

Dr.  Samuel  M.  Smith,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  Insanity. 

Dr.  Rene  la  Roche,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  on  the  Jaundice  of  Yel- 
low Fever  in  its  Diagnostical  and  Prognostical  Relations. 

Dr.  Charles  Chandler,  of  Rocheport,  Mo.,  on  Malignant  Periodic 
Fevers. 

Dr.  8.  B.  Chase,  of  Portland,  Maine,  on  Typhoid  Fever  in  Maine. 

Committee  an  Plane  of  Orga/Mzaiicn  for  State  and  County  Sode- 
tiee—k.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Michigan ;  R.  R.  McUvaine,  M.  D.,  Ohio ;  D. 
L.  McGugin,  M.  D.,  Iowa ;  £.  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.,  New  Hampshire ;  Thos. 
Lipscomb,  M.  D.,  Tennessee. 

Committee  on  Medical  Xttorafure— Robert  J.  Breckenridffe,  M.  D. 
Ky.,  Chairman ;  A.  A.  Gould,  M.  D.,  Mass. ;  D.  L.  McGugin,  M.  D. 
Iowa  ;  J.  B.  Flint,  M.  D.,  Ky.;  O.  M.  Langdon,  M.  D.,  Ohio. 

Committee  on  Medieid  Education — Wm.  H.  Anderson,  M.  D.^,  Ala- 
bama ;  A.  Lopes,  M.  D.,  do. ;  Andrew*  Murray,  M.  D.,  Michigan ;  A. 
Ramsay,  M.  D.,  Tennessee ;  R.  D.  Ross,  M.  D.,  do.; 

Committee  on  Prize  Eeeaye — ^Rene  la  Roche,  M.  D.,  Pennsvlvania ; 
Isaac  Hays,  M.  D.,  do.;  Alfred  Stills,  M.  D.,  do.;  J.  B.  Biddle,  M^D.,  do; 
Geo.  W.  Norris,  M.  D.,  do.;  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  do.;  Joseph  Leidy, 
M.  D.,  do. 

Committee  of  Arrangemente — Isaac  Hays,  M,  D.,  Penn., ;  G.  Em- 
erson, M.  D.,  do. ;  Wilson  Jewell,  M.  D.,  do. ;  Alfred  Sdll^,  M.  D.,  do.; 
Francis  West,  M.  D.,  do.;  Wm.  V.  Keating,  M.  D.,  do. 

Committee  on  Publication — ^Pliny  &rle,  M.  D.,  New  York;  D. 
Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania ;  K  S.  Lemoine,  M.  D.,  Missouri ; 
A.  March,  M.  D.,  New  York ;  E.  H.  Davis,  M.  D.,  do. ;  C.  R.  Gihnan, 
M.  D.,  do.  « 

After  the  reading  of  the  report,  Dr.  Reybum  moved  its  adoption,  ex- 
cepting that  portion  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  in  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  report  be  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  that 
portion  which  refers  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

After  an  animated  discussion  of  some  length,  the  matter  was  relearred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  the  discussion  was  renewed  with  spirit ; 
and  after  it  had  lasted  two  or  three  hours,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
at  length  reported  back  the  amendment  of  1>t.  Reybum,  which  was  adop* 
ted.    The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Association  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Seesion. 
The  Association  convened  at  three  o'clock  ;  Dr.  Pope  in  the  Chair. 
W.  S.  Maus,  M,  D.,  of  Pekin,  Illinois,  was  unanimously  elected  a  per- 
manent member. 
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Dr.  Atlbs  offered  the  following  reeolation,  which  was  carried : 
Resolved^  That  this  Association  eamestlj  recommend  to  their  medi- 
cal brethren  in  those  States  in  which  Societies  do  not  exist,  the  immedi-  . 
ate  organization  of  State  and  County  Medical  Societies. 

Dr.  Brsgkkkridos  offered  a  resolution,  to  the  following  effect : 
Beiolved,  That  the  papers  and  documents  of  the  Ai^ociation  shall 
hereafter  be  the  exclusive  property  of  the  Association,  which,  as  amended 
by  Dr.  Smith,  was  carried. 

Dr.  Fhblps,  of  New  York,  then  read  an  abstract  of  a  paper  which 
traces  the  connection  existing  between  medicine  and  religion  in  its  origin 
and  progress,  under  the  title  of  ^Religion  an  Element  in  Medicine  ;  or,  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  the  professions*^ 

The  document  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair.  The  President  named  Dr.  AUee,  Dr.  Sayre,  and  Dr.  March 
to  serre  on  the  Committee. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  proceed  to  the  regular  business,  which 
was  carried. 

Dr.  £vB  moved  that  the  matter  relating  to  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Nomination,  and  the  blank  occasioned  by  the  amendment  offered 
by  Dr.  Reybum,  which  was  adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Nominating  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up 
the  blank,  which  was  lost 

The  question  then  came  np  upon  adopting  the  original  report  of  the  ' 
Committee  of  Nominations.    A  discussion  arose,  participated  in  by  Drs. 
Breckenridge,  Atlee,  Sayre,  Storer,  McDowell,  White  and  others.    It  was 
in  cbaracter  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  morning,  becoming  veiy  ani- 
mated ;  and,  at  times,  personal  feeling  and  sectional  jealousy  were  evinced. 

The  original  report  of  the  Committee  was  at  length  adopted. 

After  the  vote  was  announced,  the  delegation  from  Philadelphia, 
through  Dr.  La  Roche,  announced  Uiat  they  would  take  the  responsibil- 
ity of  tendering  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia,  Treasurer 
of  the  Association.  After  some  little  discussion,  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Condie  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Wbst,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  then  tendered  his 
resignation,  and  the  question  being  upon  accepting  it,  it  was  lost 

Dr.  Breckskridoe,  of  Kentucky,  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
taony  which  was  carried  : 

Besolvedy  That  hereafter  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions shall  be  selected  from  the  physicians  of  that  city  in  which  the  Asso- 
ciation may  annually  meet. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  unanimously  returned  to  Dr.  Condie  for 
ihe  able,  zealous,  and  impartial  manner  with  which  he  had  discharged  his 
duties  as  Treasurer. 

A  resolution  was  reported  to  amend  the  constitution,  which  provides 
thjit  its  annual  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and 
substitute  the  second  Monday.  The  resolution,  under  the  rule,  lies  over 
for  a  year. 

Dr.  W.  n.  Byford,  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  Dr  .Pinckney,  of 
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the  United  States  Navy,  for  the  able  address  delivered  before  the  Aaeod- 
ation  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Atleb  offered  a  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  AsBoda* 
tion,  and  the  individual  members,  to  the  citizens  of  St  Louis  for  their 
hospitality  and  kindness ;  also,  to  the  directors  of  the  various  railroads 
and  officers  of  steamboats,  for  the  generous  manner  in  which  they  have 
tendered  their  kind  offices, — which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  White  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  the  late 
Publishing  Committee  for  their  best  endeavors  to  serve  the  AssociatioD, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Hitt,  about  alcoholic  drinks,  was 
adopted  and  referred  to  the  Commit^  on  Nomination. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Hughes,  relating  to  special  practice 
in  Surgery,  was  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  White,  from  Nominating  Committee,  reported  to  the  Association 
the  name  of  Dr.  Blatchford  of  New  York,  as  Treasurer,  in  place  of  Dr. 
Condie,  resigned. 

Dr.  Blatchford  declined  acting  in  that  capacity,  and  the  committee 
subsequently  reported  the  name  of  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  of  New  York.  They 
also  reported  a  special  committee  on  Epidemics,  for  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolma,  with  Dr.  Haskins  as  Chairman ;  and  also,  the  reeola- 
tion  relative  to  alcoholic  drinks  was  reported  back  by  them,  referring  it 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Mussey. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Edoar  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the  compounding 
of  medicine,  and  recommending  apothecaries  to  use  different  colored  paper 
in  putting  up  poisonous  drugs,  with  an  appropriate  stamp  upon  it,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  other  medicines. 

Dr.  Bans,  of  Illinois,  was  elected  a  permanent  member. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Engleman,  of  St  Louis,  was  read,  resigning  his  sita- 
ation  as  chairman  on  one  of  the  special  committees,  but  the  Akociation 
refused  to  accept  it. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  was,  on  motioD, 
laid  on  the  table: 

Hesolvedy  That  the  too  prevalent  practice  of  Professors  in  Medical 
Colleges  recommending  their  own  writings  and  editings  as  text  books  for 
students,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  a  serious  evil,  trammeling 
as  it  does,  the  student  in  his  choice  of  books,  and  promoting  the  publication 
and  circulation  of  works  of  inferior  merit. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  Dr.  Hooker,  Treasurer  pro  tern. 

Dr.  Gross  informed  the  Association  that  the  second  volume  of  tlie 
work  of  the  late  Professor  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  was  now  in  the  press  at 
Philadelphia,  and  would  be  issued  early  in  the  present  summer.  The 
second  volume,  he  said,  was  on  Practical  Medicine,  and  will  be  entirely 
independent  of  the  first. 

Dr,  McPhxeters  announced  to  the  Association  that  omnibuses  would 
be  in  attendance  at  the  Hall  the  next  morning  at  9  o'clock,  to  convey  the 
members  to  the  depot  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  in  pursuance  of  the  inrita- 
tion  tendered  to  them  by  the  Directors.    On  motion. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 
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CnrnHpaniience, 


"  Gleanings  AhroadP    By  an  Ex-Editor.    No.  6. 

Paris,  May  4/A,  1854, 

Mr,  Editor i — I  rejoice  to  find  myself  once  more  in  this  great  center 
of  civilization,  this  cosmopolis,  this  empire  city  of  letters,  of  science, 
of  art.  The  Neapolitan  proverb  tells  us  to  ^'See  NapUs  and  then  die  /" 
you  have  lived  long  enough.  The  Pansian  will  allow  me  to  suggest 
to  him,  as  a  proverb,  See  Paris,  and  then  live!  for  you  have  only  com- 
menced your  existence.  I  have  just  returned  from  a  flying  tour,  a 
VAmericaine,  of  six  weeks  in  Italy,  to  revive  the  associations  of  former 
years,  and  to  revisit  some  of  its  objects  of  interest  During  so  hurried 
a  tour,  you  may  well  imagine  that  I  had  but  little  time  to  visit  medical 
schools  and  hospitals,  or  to  hunt  up  medical  news  ;  I  have  had  much 
more  agreeable  occupation.  I  have,  however,  been  enabled  to  glean 
a  few  observations  for  you,  as  regards  medical  matters  in  Naples, 
Rome,  Florence,  Pisa,  Genoa,  and  Turin,  which  may  not  be  altogether 
without  interest.  The  Hdtel  Dieu,  at  Lyons,  is  considered,  for  archi- 
tecture, the  finest  structure  of  the  kind  in  Europe ;  its  front,  of  the 
Ionic  order,  extends  for  some  500  feet  along  tb^  Rhone  ;  it  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  quadrangular  dome.  The  wards  are  spacious  and  airy, 
kept  in  the  most  perfect  order,  and  can  accommfodate  800  patients. 
Petrequin  and  G ensoul  are  in  high  repute  as  surgeons.  At  Naples, 
there  is  a  National  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  occupying  the  site 
of  an  old  monastery.  Lectures  are  here  delivered;  and  students  have 
the  use  of  a  smsll  botanic  garden,  and  a  pathological  and  anatomical 
museum,  with  a  library.  Anatomy  and  surgery  and  theory  and  practice 
are  taught  at  the  hospital  ^  Santa  Cdsa  dei  Incurdbili,'*  attached  to 
the  college,  which  is  in  high  repute  as  a  school  of  anatomy,  obstetrics, 
clinical  medicine,  and  ophthalmic  surgery.  A  subterranean  passage 
leads  from  the  college  to  the  hospital ;  sometimes  2,000  patients  are 
here  accommodated,  besides  those  sent  to  various  convalescent  estab- 
lishments in  the  suburbs.  A  barhartnis  practice,  peculiar  to  Naples, 
prevails  with  regard  to  hopeless  cases  ;  they  are  removed  to  the  Anti- 
cdmera  dei  Mdrti  (dyin^  ward).  Phthisis  is  still  considered  a  conta- 
gious disease.  This  hospital  has  an  immense  revenue,  administered  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  state,  who  is  irresponsible;  it  is  open  to  all 
patients  who  may  spply.  Besides  this  one,  there  are  ten  other  hospi- 
tals, and  the  Albergo  dei  Poveri  (poor  house)  which  contains  2,000 
beds.  This  last  edifice  is  a  most  imposing  structure.  In  the  medical 
department  of  the  university,  are  seventeen  professors  and  five  adjuncts. 
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There  ia  also  an  Academia  MedicfhChirurgiea,  which  holds  its  sesaom 
at  the  Hospital  Dei  IneurahUi.  At  the  ^'filind  Hospital,''  200  blind  are  in- 
stmcted  in  useful  work  and  in  music.  The  Iiospiul  for  the  Instne 
is  conducted  according  to  the  improved,  modem  principles  of  treat- 
ment in  those  diseases.  In  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  tbe 
€Uiqua  tophanat  bo  much  used  in  Italy,  was  introduced  by  a  noble  lady 
of  Naplesi  who  confessed  to  haye  administered  it  to  600  persons,  prin- 
dpaHy  to  the  hushanda  of  those  ladies  who  wished  to  u>rm  new  con* 
nections,  so  that  it  became  the  dread  of  all  the  noble  families  of  the  city. 
On  analysis,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  a  solution  of  arsenic,  and  was 
sold  under  the  name  of  the  manna  of  St.  Nicholas  de  Bari,  On  the 
road  from  Naples  to  EU)me,  in  passing  through  the  smallest  villages, 
one  sees  the  sign  of  a  bandaged  arm  and  the  spouting  stream  of  blood 
in  bright  colors,  and,  underneath,  ^*  Salzatore,  I  inferred  from  this 
that  bleeding  was  a  very  favorite  remedy,  which  I  afterwards  ascer- 
tained to  be  the  case.  At  Rome,  I  visited  the  great  Hospital  rfBorgo 
St.  SpirilOf  near  St  Peter's;  the  wards  are  of  immense  length  and 
fifty  fuet  in  height  In  the  center  rises  a  dome,  underneath  which  is 
the  chapel.  There  are  400  beds  in  these  wards,  in  four  rows,  leaving 
a  passage  in  the  center ;  they  are  well  ventilated.  Saw  extreme  unctiM 
admin i:iiered  in  due  form  to  two  patients,  who  did  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  in  extremis.  I  hope  they  were  all  the  beUer  for  it  There 'is  a 
museum  attached  to  the  Hospital,  occupying  six  rooms,  which  I  regret 
that  I  did  not  have  time  to  examine.  Here  are  deposited  the  instru- 
ments of  the  celebrated  surgeon  Lanciai.  The  physicians  and  surseoos 
are  Drs.  Pa]unzi„  Professor  Costantini,  Beluome,  Oaetti,  Professor 
Leschini,  Galli,  Domano.  There  are  thirteen  Professors  attached  to 
the  Medical  School.  At  the  Santa  Maria  delta  Consolazidne  are  fifty 
beds,  principally  occupied  by  the  cases  of  stabbing*  The  hospitals  of 
Borne  accommodate  4,U00  patients,  and  are  very  richly  adorned. 
Maximum  of  death,  ten  ^^^^ ;  minimuniy  five  ^fy.  In  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums, the  old  system  of  chains,  &c.,  prevails  with  all  its  horrors.  Dr. 
Baroni,  surgeon  to  His  Holiness,  died  just  before  my  arrival.  He  had 
been  professor  at  Bologna,  and  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
in  Italy.  Owing  to  his  having  taken  care  of  those  who  were  wounded 
in  the  insurrection  of  1849,  he  fell  under  the  disfavor  of  the  Cardinal 
Secretary  of  State ;  by  whose  direction  he  was  buried  without  any 
pomp,  the  government  fearing  an  outbreak,  if  the  people  were  allowed 
to  exhibit  any  sympathy  at  the  loss  of  their  benefactor.  Dr.  Pantaleoni 
is  a  physician  in  large  practice,  and  is  the  popular  physician  with  our 
countrymen  in  Rome.  I  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  island  of  the  Tiber, 
to  visit  the  remains  of  the  Temple  of  jEscuU^pius  ;  on  the  walls  are  still 
to  be  seen,  the  staff  and  sacred  serpent^  with  the  buWs  head,  in  good 
preservation.  In  the  adjoining  convent  are  twelve  granite  colamns 
which  belonged  to  the  temple.  Historians  tell  us  that  this  temple 
was  erected  in  honor  of  ^sculapiua,  to  commemorate  the  return  of 
the  ambaaaadors  who  had  been  aent  to  Epidaurua,  to  aolicit  the  visit  of 
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^8Co]apiu8   to  Rome,  then  desolated  by  the  plagae.     There  are 
several  statues  of  ^scalapius  at  Rome,  and  in  the  Vatican   may  be 
seen  a  marble  altar,  with  the  inscription  >  uEsculapio  JSpidaurio.    The 
inflnema,  as  the  Romans  call  intermittent  fever,  commences  in  June, 
and  prevails  until  September  ;  the  Jews'  quarter,  which  is  often  over- 
flowed by  the  Tiber,  being  the  most  free  from  its  influence,  while  the 
high  grounds  of  the  Vatican  are  very  unhealthy.     This  may  be  owing 
to  the  sun  having  free  scope  in  the  latter  instance,  while  in  the  fo^er 
hb  direct  rays  hardly  ever  reach  the  ground.     The  profession,  as  a 
class,  may  be  considered  as  in  a  most  degraded  state,  and  under  the 
influence  of  the  priests.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  state  of  things  is, 
however,  improving;  as  great  eflbrts  are  made  to  have  the  entire  popu- 
lation vaccinated;  and  I  saw  a  reward  advertised  of  twenty  cents  for 
all  those  who  would  return  on  the  eighth  day  after  vaccination,  so  that 
a  constant  supply  of  the  virus  might  be  procured.     No  medical  jour- 
nal is  published  here.      At  Florence,  I  had  not  time  to  visit  the  hos- 
pitals»  but  heard  a  good  report  of  them.  The  GazStta  Toscdna  d^  MSdici 
IS  published  at  Florence ;  the  Medical  School  is  small,  and  is  not  so  flour- 
ishing as  formerly,  the  students  preferring  the  school  of  Pisa.    At 
Pi$a,  the  most  distinguished   Professors  are   Bartolini,   Burci,  and 
Puccinotti.     The  school  of  Pavia,  near  Milan,  is  the  most  famous  in 
Italy ;  this  I  did  not  visit.    At  Chnoa  is  a  very  large  hospital,  Alhergo 
iei  Poveru     The  Progresso,  Medical  Journal,  is  here  published.     At 
Turin  are  five  hospitals ;  but  my  time  did  not  permit  a  visit.     I,  how- 
ever, had  a  short  interview  with  Dr.  Sperino,  who  has  rendered  himself 
of  late  so  conspicuous  by  his  writings  and  experiments  upon  syphU* 
izadon.     He  is  an  intelligent  man,  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  of 
high  cultivation.     He  regards  the  recent  discussion  in  the  French 
Academy,  and  in  the  Society  de  Chirurgie,  as  having  been  one-sided  ; 
and  that  the  question  was  not  fairly  comprehended  or  judged  in  all 
its  bearings.     He  expressed  his  regrets  that  I  had  not  time  to  examine 
his  cases,  or  to  hear  from  himself  a  full  statement  of  his  peculiar  doc- 
trine.     He  is  still  pursuing   his   investigations  in  a  very  sanguine 
spirit.     He  presented  me  with  a  copy  of  his  work  for  our  Academy  of 
Medicine,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  it  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  commission  by  that  body.     His  frank  deportment  impressed  me 
favorably. 

Paris. — I  find  myself  so  much  occupied  with  preparation  for 
my  return  to  New  York,  that  I  can  hardly  find  time  to  tell  you  of  any- 
thing new  in  this  city.  I  hope  to  have  some  leisure  to  prepare  for 
yoa,  on  my  way  across  the  Atlantic,  one  or  two  more  Gleanin  gs 
The  Spring  Courses  have  commenced  here,  and  all  is  activity.  As  to 
the  Academie  de  Midicine,  1  am  happy  to  state,  that  it  has  most  kindly 
accorded  to  our  own  institution  a  set  of  its  Memoirs  and  Bulletin^ 
which  I  hope  to  send  out  by  the  Franklin,  in  time  for  the  June  meet- 
ing. This  is  in  return  for  our  irnall  volume  of  Transactions,  Inaugural 
Addresses,  &c.,  presented  at  the  last  meeting. 

27 
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One  ward^  in  closing.  My  friends  may  perhaps  be  interesteci  to 
learn  that,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  complimentary  notices  of 
my  humble  self  m  the  medical  and  secular  journals  of  our  city,  I  am, 
notwithstanding,  "  very  comfortahlef  and  as  well  as  could  be  expected.** 

Yours,  J.  G.  ADAMS. 


Surgical  Notes  in  the  service  of  M.  Miisomnkuvk,  Hospital  Cochin^ 
Paris. — By  W.  B.  Johnston,  M.  D. 

[Continned  from  page  219.] 

Paris,  April  5,  1854. 

The  funeral  of  M.  Rouz  was  one  of  the  most  striking  civil  funer* 
rals  which  has  occurred  in  Paris  for  a  long  time.  Aside  from  the 
pompous  and  senseless  mummeries  of  the  church— ceremonies  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  the  habits  and  character  of  the  illustrious 
deceased — ^there  was  a  touching  grandeur  in  the  incidents  of  the 
fnneral,  which  made  a  deep  impression  upon  all  present.  No  other 
man,  perhaps,  could  have  unitea  around  his  tomb  so  many  of  the  iUus* 
trious  savants  of  the  day ;  certainly  no  other  man  in  Paris  could  have 
collected  together  in  its  entirety  the  medical  corps  of  the  city, — ^for  they 
were  all  there, — from  the  aged  Dumeril  down  to  the  youngest  student 
It  was  not  simply  because  M.  Roux  was  a  great  surgeon,  or  becaose 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  the  Academy  of 
Science,  or  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  that  these  honors  were  paid 
him ;  it  was  because  he  had  a  large  heart,  and  was  full  of  those 
social  qualities  which  unites  a  man  to  his  fellow-beings,  as  well  in  the 
profession  as  out  of  it,  and  removed  from  him  while  living  those  bitter 
feelings  of  professional  jealousy,  which  sometimes  unfortunately  accom- 
pany a  man  to  his  grave.  The  profession  loved  him,  because,  as  has 
just  been  said,  his  disposition  repelled  all  ideas  of  professional  jeal- 
ousy ;  students  loved  nim,  because  he  was  free  in  his  intercourse  with 
them,  took  a  deep  interest  in  their  progress,  and  was  punctual  in  all 
the  details  of  his  service  ;  foreigners  loved  him,  because,  having  traveled 
extensively  himself,  he  showed  in  his  conduct  a  striking  contrast  to- 
the  large  majority  of  Parisian  surgeons,  who,  in  their  egotism,  will  not 
admit  that  there  is  any  knowledge  in  surgical  or  medical  science  out- 
side the  walls  of  Paris ;  and  his  patients  loved  him  and  had  confidence 
in  him,  because  he  had  a  joke  and  a  kind  word  for  all ;  and,  becaose, 
although  a  bold  and  a  reckless  operator,  he  had  not  the  air  of  disdain 
and  brutality  of  othen,  who  have  more  pretensions  and  much  less 
science. 

The  place  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  Roux,  which  is  the  clinical 
post  of  honor  in  Paris,  will  be  filled  in  the  following  manner :  The 
f'aculty  of  Medicine  names  three  persons,  the  first  name  on  the  list 
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<b6ing  their  first  choice ;  and  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  names 
three,  arranged  in  like  manner.  These  two  lists  are  submitted  to  the 
emperor,  who  makes  the  selection.  If  the  first-named  person  on  the 
list  of  the  Faculty  is  known  to  suit  the  emperor,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  may  refuse  to  furnish  a  list,  because  it  is  of  no  use ;  while 
if  he  does  furnish  a  list,  it  is  because  the  choice  of  the  Faculty  is  ob- 
jectionable, and  the  Minister's  candidate  is,  therefore,  sure  to  be  chosen. 
M.  Yelpeau  has  the  right  to  the  place ;  and  if  he  will  permit  the 
Faculty  to  put  his  name  at  the  head  of  their  list,  which  they  would 
willingly  do,  the  emperor  would  not  dare  to  refuse  him  the  appoint- 
ment, although  he  is  not  his  choice.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  M. 
Yelpeau  will  leave  La  Charit6,  where  he  has  a  large  and  excellent 
senrice,  and  where  he  has  the  arrangements  of  the  service  perfected  to 
suit  his  convenience.  Besides,  a  change  into  M.  Ilouz's  place,  would 
imply,  indirectly,  that  M.  Yelpeau  occupied  a  secondary  position  in  sur* 
gery  to  the  former,  an  implication  he  does  not  admit  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. M.  Laugier,  of  the  Hospital  La  Piti6,  has  the  second 
claim,  by  seniority  in  hospital  service,  and  has  already  sept  in  his  name 
to  the  Faculty  and  to  the  Minister  ;  but  it  is  thought  he  will  not  suc- 
ceed. The  choice  lays  between  M.  Jobert  de  Lamballe,  H6tel  Dieu» 
and  M.  Nelaton,  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Faculty.  The  first  is  the  choice 
of  the  eniperor,  because  he  is  the  imperial  surgeon,  and  is  a  favorite  at 
the  palace ;  while  the  second  is  supported  by  the  entire  profession  of 
Pans,  and  especially  by  the  younger  members,  the  agregea  and 
students.  The  profession  oppose  M.  Jobert,  because,  although  a 
splendid  operator,  he  cannot  lecture  at  all;  and  they  feel  unwilling  to 
eee  the  theater,  so  long  rendered  classic  by  the  lectures  of  Dupuytren 
and  Eouz,  given  up  to  a  mere  operator ;  while  M.  Nelaton,  who  is 
also  a  good  and  an  ingenious  operator,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  lec- 
turers who  ever  occupied  a  chair  in  the  School  of  Paris.  No  man 
since  the  most  popular  day  of  Broussais,  has  attracted  such  a  crowd  to 
his  lectures  as  M.  Nelaton.  His  lecture  room  is  large ;  the  galleries, 
the  aisles,  and  everv  standing  place  is  always  crowded ;  and  yet  every 
xn9miDg  large  numbers  go  away.  He  could  unite  the  whole  surgical 
class  of  Pans,  if  his  room  was  large  enough  to  contain  them.  It  is 
&ared  that  the  Faculty,  yielding  to  the  known  wishes  of  the  emperor, 
will  place  the  name  of  M.  Jobert  at  the  head  of  their  list ;  for,  unfor- 
tunately, servility  to  the  despotic  power  which  now  governs  France, 
has  crept  into  even  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris.  Chomels  are 
scarce  m  that  body.  If  M.  Nelaton  is  rejected,  there  will  be  a  small 
revolution  in  the  Latin  quarter ;  if  he  is  appointed,  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  the  students  carry  him  up  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  in  a  trium- 
phal procession. 

Some  extraordinary  experiments  have  been  made  within  the  last 
£bur  weeks,  by  M.  Maisonneuve,  fi^r  the  cure  of  encephaloid  afiections 
about  the  neck  and  face*  These  experiments,  althougn  the  results  are 
Jiot  decisive,  are  so  extraordinary  as  to  merit  a  notice.    In  the  first 
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case  he  had  removed,  four  months  ago,  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  of  a  ' 
young  woman  for  an  osteo-sarcoma  contracted  b^  working  in  a  loco- 
foco  match  manufactory — a  well-known  developing  cause  of  malignant 
disease  in  the  bones  of  the  face.  Soon  after,  the  sofl  tissues  that  occu- 
pied the  parts  from  which  the  bone  had  been  removed,  were  attacked 
with  malignant  disease ;  and  so  rapid  was  the  progress  of  the  tumor, 
that  three  months  after  the  removal  of  the  bone  at  the  time  when  she 
entered  M.  Maisonneuve'a  service,  the  projection  of  the  cheek  was  as 
large  as  the  first.  The  pain  in  the  tumor  was  so  acute  as  to  cause  the 
patient  to  lose  much  of  her  ordinary  rest.  In  the  face  of  a  disease  so 
frightful,   a  disease  which  would  soon  terminate  life,  M.  Maisonneuve 

i'ustifies  himself  in  trying  any  experiments  which  held  out  the  least 
iope.  He  therefore  cut  down  on  the  primitive  carotid  artery,  and  tied 
it.  The  first  eflfect  of  the  operation  was  an  instantaneous  cessation  of 
the  lancinating  pains,  and  a  sensible  diminution  of  the  size  of  the  tu- 
mor. So  sudden  and  so  marked  was  the  relief  afforded  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  patient,  that  she  felt  '<  as  if  her  tumor  was  ciired."  The 
operation  was  performed  a  month  ago,  since  which  time  cold  wat^ 
has  been  kept  constantly  on  the  tumor ;  and  the  result  has  been  a  dim- 
inution to  one  half  its  former  size,  the  lancinating  pains  are  seldom 
felt,  and  then  only  in  short  paroxysms,  the  patient  has  regained  her 
strength  and  spirits ;  and  if  no  other  good  results,  her  life  has  been 
rendered  supportable  and  her  days  lengthened.  But  M,  Maisonneuve 
contends  that  he  has  done  more  :  he  has  elucidated  an  important  point 
in  the  pathology  of  cancer.  He  believes  that  the  pain  peculiar  to  this 
disease  does  not  arise  from  simple  pressure  as  in  engorged  or  in- 
flamed parts,  and  therefore,  that  the  cessation  of  pain  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  arterial  blood  from  the  part  is  calculated  to  throw  some  light 
on  the  researches  into  the  pathology  of  the  disease.  He  intends  next 
to  tie  either  the  internal  or  external  carotid,  on  this  patient,  so  as  to 
cut  off  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  part  by  anastomoses,  and  when  he 
has  reduced  the  tumor  to  the  smallest  size  possible,  he  will  remove  it. 
The  results,  thus  far,  obtained  from  this  first  operation,  have  been 
so  satisfactory,  that  M.  Maisonneuve  has  since  tied  the  external  carotid 
artery  three  times,  for  cancerous  affections — both  vessels  in  one  patient 
and  one  in  the  other.  The  superior  thyroid  artery  was  also  tied  in  each 
case.  In  the  patient  upon  whom  both  vessels  were  tied,  the  disease 
was  located  in  the  tongue  ;  in  the  other  it  involved  the  inferior  maxil- 
lary bone  and  the  soft  parts  behind  it.  The  same  series  of  results  were 
obtained  in  these  two  cases  as  in  the  first  one,  only  in  a  less  marked 
degree.  He  has  announced  his  intention  of  not  stopping  at  this  point 
in  the  pursuit  of  this  question ;  he  hopes  to  reach  still  farther ;  but 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  future  investigations,  he  contends  that 
surgeons  will  be  justified  in  cutting  off  the  arterial  supply  to  cancerous 
affections,  to  alleviate  suffering  and  to  prolong  life.  About  four  weeks 
ago,  M.  Maisonneuve  attempted  to  remove  a  large  tumor  developed 
in  the  head  of  the  fibula.    When  he  arrived  at  ue  back  part  of  the 


1854.]  Correspondence.  341 

tumor»  he  found  that  the  yessels  laying  against  the  tibia  before  and  be- 
hind were  so  completely  included  in  the  substance  of  the  tumor,  that 
they  must  be  severed  in  order  to  remove  the  disease.  The  section  of 
these  vessels  would  in  all  probability  involve  the  death  of  the  limb,  so 
he  amputated  the  leg  at  the  knee  joint.  When  the  ligatures  came  awav, 
secondary  hemorrhage  took  place,  and  M.  Maisonneuve  being  called  m 
huny  to  the  patient,  he  cut  down  on  the  femoral  artery  in  the  upper 
third  of  the  thigh,  and  tied  it.  The  patient  is  an  interesting  young  wo- 
man, and  the  surgeon  felt  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  trying  to  save 
her.  The  secretion  of  pus  was  abundant,  and  the  atmosphere  in  which 
the  patient  lay  was  so  pernicious  that  fears  were  felt  from  its  poison- 
ous effect  To  remedy  this  evil,  M.  Maisonneuve  placed  upon  the 
stump  an  india  rubber  cap  which  reached  back  upon  the  limb  five  in- 
ches, and  embraced  it  so  tightly  as  to  exert  considerable  pressure 
upon  it.  The  end  of  the  cap  covering  the  stump,  had  a  tube  passing 
off,  eighteen  inches  long  and  two  lines  diameter.  To  the  end  of  this 
tube  was  attached  a  brass  exhausting  pump,  by  means  of  which  the 
pus  was  drawn  off  every  two  or  three  hours.  Stench  was  thus  obvia- 
ted, and  the  wound  was  kept  much  cleaner  than  with  the  ordinary 
dressing,  for  the  reason  that  the  pressure  of  the  elastic  bag  and  the 
frequent  exhaustions  with  the  pump  excluded  the  pus  from  the  small 
receptacles  and  anfractuosities  which  are  always  full,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  suppurative  stage,  with  other  treatment.  It 
would  strike  the  reader  that  danger  of  secondary  hemorrhage  might 
arise  from  this  treatment,  but  such  was  not  the  result.  When  the  cap 
was  removed,  a  few  days  ago,  the  stump  presented  the  most  beautiful 
appearance;  and  the  healing  process  is  going  on  rapidly. 

Three  days  since,  M.  Maisonneuve  tied  the  femoral  vein,  to  cure  a 
phlebitis  of  the  saphena,  originating  from  a  wound  in  the  heel.  The 
man  died  this  morning.  It  must  be  added  in  justification  of  the  ap- 
parent boldness  of  these  operations,  that  no  surgeon  in  Paris  has 
more,  perhaps  not  so  many,  successful  results  afler  grave  operations 
as  M.  Maisonneuve,  without  any  peculiar  accessories  m  atmosphere  or 
nursing. 

M.  Nelaton,  has  lately  put  in  practice  for  the  second  time,  and  with 
success,  the  operation  for  the  cure  of  erectile  tumors,  so  common  on 
the  face  of  children,  by  a  sub-cutaneous  inoculation  with  the  vaccine 
virus.  The  object  in  thus  operating  is  to  avoid  disfiguring  the  skin. 
Threads  are  saturated  with  the  virus,  drawn  through  the  tumor,  and 
tied  like  separate  setons.  Inflammation  takes  place,  and  then  a  harden- 
ing which  gradually  disappears  by  absorption.  To  prevent  the  virus 
from  catching  on  the  skin  as  the  thread  is  drawn  in,  M.  Nelaton  uses 
a  fine  canula,  which  is  thrust  into  the  needle  puncture,  and  through 
which  the  thread  is  drawn.  If  the  canula  is  not  thus  used,  external 
pustules  will  be  the  result,  and  consequently  disfiguration. 

An  unexpected  and  happy  result  occurred  to  M.  Jobert  lately 
while  treating  a  case  of  hydrocele  with  injections  of  iodine.    The  pa- 
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tient  had  a  congenital  scrotal  hernia,  and  after  the  cure  of  the  hydro- 
cele by  the  ordinary  inflammatory  process,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
hernia  also  was  cured.  He  has  since  made  expmments  with  the  like 
results ;  and  on  Tuesday  last,  having  brought  forward  his  discovery 
before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  with  a  certain  degree  of  exultation, 
M.  Velpeau  took  occasion,  in  a  speech  full  of  sarcasm,  to  let  M.  Jobert 
know  that  the  operation  in  question  had  been  performed  by  himself, 
by  Auguste  66rard,  and  by  M.  Abeille,  with  various  results.  The 
results  obtained  by  M.  Jobert,  are,  however,  of  great  practical  value. 

The  instrument  of  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Dublin,  for  the  etherization  of 
parts  before  an  operation,  lately  introduced  here,  has  been  almost 
amended  out  of  existence,  and  then  condemned  as  useless.  To  use  a 
parliamentary  phrase,  there  is  nothing  left  of  it  but  the  enacting  clause. 
The  results  obtained  with  it  were  but  nominal. 

W.  E.  JOHNSTON,  M,  D. 


l^iUiagrayliital  M^im. 


Lecturea  on  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood,  by  Charlbs 
Wkst,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Physicians ;  Physician  to 
the  Hospital  for  sick  children ;  Physician- Accoucheur  to  and  Lec- 
turer on  Midwifery  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  Second  Amer- 
ican, from  the  second  and  enlarged  London  edition.  Philadelphia : 
Blanchard  k  Lea,  1854,  pp.  487. 

Ths  first  edition  of  Dr.  West's  book  on  diseases  of  infancy  and 
childhood  gave  it  a  high  rank  in  this  country,  and  it  has  ever  been  re- 

farded  as  standard  authority  on  this  interesting  and  important  class  <^ 
iseases.  The  continued  labors  of  the  author  have  much  enhanced  its 
value ;  and  the  work  now  contains  the  results  of  640  observations  and 
109  post-mortem  examinations,  chiefly  made  among  16,276  children 
who  came  under  the  notice  of  the  author  during  the  ten  years  of  his 
connection  with  the  children's  infirmary  in  Lambeth.  The  present 
edition  has  been  carefully  revised,  and  a  few  formulae  introduced,  with 
the  addition  of  fifty  pages  of  matter ;  and  also  (what  is  too  apt  to  be 
overlooked,  and  is  a  matter  of  great  convenience)  a  minute  alphabetical 
index.  Few  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  at  the  command  of  Dr.  W., 
and  none  have  profited  by  them  more ;  and  we  feel  that  the  extensive 
circulation  of  his  carefully  written  and  well  digested  work  would  do 
much  good.  It  now  enjoys  a  reputation  which  calls  for  no  endorse- 
ment from  us ;  and  we  must  content  ourselves  with  the  announcement 
that  the  author  still  continues  his  labors  in  the  same  rich  field  of  studv, 
and  is  thus  in  the  way  of  adding  still  further  to  the  value  of  hia  work. 
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114*  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery ^  being  a  treatise  on  surgical  injuries, 
diseases,  and  operations,  by  John  Erichsbn,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  University  College*  and  Surgeon  to  University. College  Hospital. 
Edited  by  John  H.  Brinton,  M.  D.,  illustrated  by  tbree  hundred 
and  eleven  engravings  on  wood.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  & 
Lea,  1854,  pp.  908. 

Mr.  Erichsen  has  added  another  to  the  valuable  works  on  surgery 
with  which  Great  Britain  has  favored  the  profession  within  a  few 
years,  and  one  which  promises  to  take  an  honorable  stand  among 
them.  He  has  been  long  known  as  a  judicious  surgeon,  and  his 
work  will  doubtless  meet  with  a  welcome  from  the  profession  of 
our  country.  The  hospital  to  which  he  is  attached  yields  him  abun- 
dant material  for  study  and  observation,  and  his  work  shows  that  he 
has  well  improved  it.  His  familiarity  with  the  physiological  and  pa- 
thological doctrines  of  the  day  has  enabled  him  to  incorporate  them 
with  his  practical  teachings,  and  we  doubt  not  that  his  work  will  form  a 
"valuable  book  of  reference  to  the  practitioner  as  well  as  a  useful  text- 
"book  for  the  student.  The  American  editor,  Dr.  Brinton,  has  added 
'but  little  except  the  views  and  operations  which  belong  essentially  to 
American  surgery.  He  has  also  introduced  numerous  additional  illus- 
trations, so  that  the  volume  is  richly  furnished  in  this  respect,  and  in 
a  highly  creditable  style  of  art.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  illustra- 
tions have  been  taken  from  nature.  The  mechanical  execution  of  the 
work  is  very  good,  and  well  sustains  the  high  reputation  of  the  exten- 
sive concern  which  is  ever  occupied  in  supplying  us  with  the  choice 
literature  of  our  profession. 

Want  of  room  obliges  us  to  omit  several  other  notices  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
intended  for  this  number. 


ffinmeafe  Mlligtnrj. 


CrrY.  St.  Lvkf^s  Hospital, — The  comer  stone  of  this  edifice  was  laid  on 
the  6th  of  May,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Wainwright  The  hospital  is  to  be 
buDt  on  Fifth  avenue,  between  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty.fifth  streets.  The  dimen- 
sions of  the  ground  are,  200  feet  on  the  Fifth  avenae,  and  300  on  Fifty-fourth 
and  Fifly-fifUi  streets.'  The  whole  front  of  the  building  looking  to  the  south, 
will  be  280  feet,  leaving  an  open  ground  for  trees,  shrubbery,  walks,  &c. 
Depth  of  the  chapel,  88  feet  Depth  of  winffs,  66  feet  The  material  will  be 
brick.  There  will  be  four  principal  wards,  besides  other  lesser  ones,  afford- 
ing room  for  200  beds,  allowing  to  each  a  space  of  7  feet  by  9,  exclusive  of 
the  alley.  The  wards,  14  feet  high,  have  windows  on  each  side,  opening  im- 
mediately to  the  light  and  air.  The  same  method  of  ventilation  has  been 
adopted,  with  some  improvements,  as  that  employed  in  the  New  York  Hospi- 
tal, which  has  proved  so  satisfactory.  The  estimated  cost,  at  the  present 
rates  of  baildiog,  including  furniture,  ^.,  is  about  $160,000.  Although  an 
institution  of  the  Episcopal  church,  its  doors  will  be  open  to  the  sick  and 
needy  who  seek  admission,  irrespective  of  nation,  creed,  sect,  color,  or  name. 

Testimonial  to  Dr,  Paine. — At  a  meeting  of  several  medical  gentlemen  on 
the  22d  ult,  at  which  Dr.  Delafield  was  called  to  preside,  and  Dr.  C.  M. 
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Allin  appointed  secretary,  resolations  were  passed  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
valnable  services  rendered  by  Profl  Martyn  Paine,  of  this  city,  in  procuring  the 
recent  enactment  of  the  law  for  legalizing  the  dissection  of  dead  bodies,  by 
our  State  Le^slatnre,  and  in  favor  of  raising  a  fund  by  subscription  to  pro- 
cure some  smtable  testimonial,  to  be  presented  to  Dr.  Paine,  as  an  evidence  of 
their  anpreciation  of  his  services.  Drs.  Delafield,  Bliss,  and  Beadle  were  ap- 
pointed  a  committee  to  procure  such  a  testimonial  in  behalf  of  the  subscriben, 
and  to  present  the  sa^e  to  Dr.  Paine. 

MiSGELLAKEous.  .  Vtmma  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumdL — ^Dr.  George 
A.  Otis  having  remcvW  mm  the  State,  his  connection  with  this  Journal  haa 
ceased,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Peebles,  of  Petersburgh,  has  become  associated  with  Dr. 
McCaw  as  editor  and  proprietor.  Dr.  P.  is  well  known  as  a  most  valuable  con- 
tributor to  medical  science ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  high  character  of  this 
spirited  and  independent  periodical  will  be  fully  sustained. " 
'  —  •"  -  ■    ■  ■     f-  ' 

f aria. 


Domestic.  Weekly  Mortality. — Citt. — For  the  week  endmg  April  39th, 
477 : — consumption,  66;  apoplexy,  9;  congestion  of  brain,  8;  inflammation  of 
brain,  10;  pneumonia,  45 ;  scarlet  fever,  13 ;  measles,  9;  small-pox,  14;  croup, 
13;  convulsions  (infantile),  49;  typhus  fever  (including  **  typhoid  "),  8.  For  the 
week  ending  May  6th,  401 :— consumption,  69 ;  apoplexy,  8 ;  congestion  of 
brain,  16 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  11 ;  pneumonia,  24 ;  scarlet  fever,  9;  mea- 
sles, 6;  small-pox,  8;  croup,  12;  convulsions  (infantile),  86;  typhus  fever* 
4.  For  the  week  ending  May  13th,  434 :— consumption,  57;  apoplexy,  7; 
congestion  of  brain,  8 ;  pneumonia,  '33  ;  scarlet  fever,  10 ;  measles,  5 ;  small- 
pox, 18 ;  croup,  11 ;  convulsions  (infantile),  36 ;  typhus  fever  (including  '^  ty- 
phoid'*), 10.  For  the  week  ending  May  20th,  394: — consumption,  68;  apo- 
plexy, 3;  congestion  of  brain,  inflammation  of  brun,  13;  pneumonia,  20; 
scarlet  fever,  9;  measles,  7;  small-pox,  14;  croup,  13;  convulsions  (infknt- 
ile),  35;  typhus  fever,  3. 

Brooklyh. — ^Forthe  week  ending  April  39th,  48: — adults,  16;  children, 
33.  For  the  week  ending  May  6th,  66:— adults,  28;  children,  37.  For  the 
week  ending  May  13th,  62 :— adults  33 ;  children  39.  For  the  week  ending 
May  30th,  49  :--adult8, 20 ;  children,  29. 

MARRIED. 

On  May  3,  by  His  Hon.  the  Mayor,  at  the  residence  of  her  father,  Wm. 
Rockwell,  M.  D.,  Miss  Eliza  G.  Rockwell,  to  J.  H.  Vakderveer,  M.  D.,  Ute 
of  Long  Branch,  N.  J. 


obiufart  Noncias. 


Died,  At  Washington  City,  May  4th,  of  pneumonia,  Dr.  Alexardbr  S. 
WoTHERSPoow,  aged  87  years.  He  received  his  medical  education  in  New 
York,  and  was  for  some  time  the  house  surgeon  of  the  City  Hospital.  Dr. 
Wotberspoon  was  much  esteemed  as  a  private  practitioner,  and  was  the  med- 
ical attendant  of  Gen.  Taylor,  during  his  last  illness. 

At  Savannah,  Ga.,  of  phthisis.  May  13,  William  H.  Machevek,  M.  D., 
aged  38  years,  of  this  city.  Mr.  M.  was  one  of  the  physicians  of  Ward's 
Island  HospiUl,  and  has  left  many  friends  to  lament  his  early  removal. 
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Two  cases  of  Stone  in  the  Bladder.    By  Autrsd  C.  Post,  M.  D. 
Ga81  I.    Stone  in  the  Bladder— Liihotrity. 

J.  M.,  gardener,  born  in  Scotland,  aged  40  years.  Began  to  suffer 
frond  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  in  the  autumn  of  1851.  He  first 
noticed  that  his  urine  was  of  a  dark  reddish  color.  He  soon  after  com- 
plained of  scalding,  with  pain  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  glans 
penis,  increased  by  micturition.  The  pain  was  always  increased  by 
Jolting  or  running.  When  he  is  exposed  to  the  cold,  he  passes  his  urine 
every  few  minutes.  When  he  is  quiet,  in  a  warm  room,  he  is  able  to 
retain  it  two  or  three  hours.  He  informed  me  that  I  had  sounded  him 
a  few  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  symptoms,  and  that  I 
had  not  detected  any  stone. 

February  18th,  1854.    I  sounded  the  patient,  and  at  once  detected 
a  stone,  which  I  judged  to  be  of  moderate  size. 

February  Slst  Having  administered  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether, 
I  injected  into  his  bladder  several  ounces  of  tepid  water,  and  then  in- 
troduced a  duck-bill  lithotrite  of  the  largest  size,  with  which  I  readily 
seized  the  stone  by  a  diameter  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  mch.  But 
after  repeated  efforts,  I  found  that,  with  this  instrument,  I  was  unable 
to  crash  the  stone.  I  therefore  withdrew  this  instrument,  and  intro- 
duced the  largest  fenestrated  lithotrite,  which  is  a  much  more  power- 
fol  instrument.  With  this  I  seized  the  stone  and  crushed  it,  and,  im- 
voi^  in.— KG.  10.  28 
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mediately  after,  seized  and  crashed,  in  succession,  two  large  fragments. 
Within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  the  patient  passed  seventeen  grsins 
of  fragments.  After  that  time,  he  passed  no  more  calculous  matter 
with  his  urine,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  minute  specks*  until 
the  next  operation,  which  was  performed  on  the  2)th  of  Fehruary.  At 
that  time,  and  at  the  subsequent  operations,  I  refrained  from  the  use  of 
aniB6thetios,as  the  patient  complained  much  of  nausea  after  the  ethereal 
inhalation.  I  introduced  the  large  fenestrated  lithotrite,  and  readily 
seized  and  crushed  successively  four  fragments.  On  the  28th  of  Febro- 
ary,  the  day  after  this  operation,  I  found  that  the  patient  had  passed 
forty-eight  grains  of  calculous  matter,  in  the  passage  of  which  he  had 
Buffered  but  little  irritation.  On  the  1st  of  March,  I  found  the  patient 
suffering  from  the  lodgment  of  fragments  in  the  urethra,  just  behind  the 
glans  penis.  I  intcodoced  a  dissaoting  forcepB^  and  readily  removed  a 
fragment  weighing  eight  grains,  and  several  small  fragments,  together 
weighing  two  grains.  During  the  following  twenty-four  hours,  he 
passed  fifteen  grains,  and  during  the  subsequent  forty*eight  hours,  eight 
grains. .  On  the  4th,  of  March,  I  introduced  a  lithotrite,  and  seversl 
times  felt  the  contact  of  the  instrument  wiUi  one  or  more  fragmenti, 
but  could  not  succeed  in  seizmg  them. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  I  introduced  the  smallest  sized  duck-bill 
lithotrite,  and  turning  the  instrument  completely  aronnd,  so  that  the 
points  looked  toward  the  inferior  surface  of  the  bladder,  I  readily 
seized  and  removed  in  succession,  without  crushing  them,  four  fragments 
whose  aggregate  weight  amounted  to  seventeen  grains.  I  could  not 
detect  the  existence  of  any  other  fragment  in  the  bladder. 

March  20tb.  The  patient  has  passed  no  calculous  matter  since  the 
last  date.  He  is  able  to  retain  his  urine  for  six  or  eight  hours,  and  has 
no  pain  or  irritation  in  passing  it.  He  regards  himself  as  being  entirely 
cured.  The  whole  weight  of  the  fragments  collected  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  grains.  Some  of  the  fragments  were  subsequently 
examined  by  Prof.  Draper,  and  found  to  consiBt  of  oxalate  of  lime. 

The  patient  scarcely  suffered  any  increased  irritation  after  either  of 
the  operations,  except  for  a  few  hours  when  some  fragments  were  axzest- 
ed  in  the  urethra. 

Cabb  II.     Very  large  stone  in  the  Bladder — Lithotomy. 

M.  L.  a  merchant,  35  years  of  age,  about  ten  years  ago,  in  the  year 
18i4,  contacted  gonorrhoea,  which,  having  been  ineffectually  trwted» 
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lan  into  gleet,  b j  which  the  patient  continned  to  be  annoyed  for  a  year 
or  more.  In  1846»he  felt  symptoms  of  stricture,  such  aa  frequent  de- 
sire to  pass  urine,  stream  contracted  and  tortuous,  and  some  scalding  du* 
ring  micturition.  He  applied  to  a  physician,  who  used  elastic  bougies^ 
and  soon  dilated  the  canal  to  its  normal  size,  when  the  symptoms  disap- 
peared.  He  had  no  farther  trouble  till  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of 
1849,  when  be  began  again  to  be  annoyed  with  the  desire  to  pass 
urine  frequently,  and  with  some  scalding  of  the  urethra;  the  urine iwas 
also  highly  colored,  and  deposited  a  reddish  sediment,  which  adhered  to 
the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  vessel.  The  stream  was  not  at  that  time 
diminished  in  size  or  tortuous,  Afler  a  time,  he  applied  to  a  physician, 
who  gave  him  some  mild  medicine^  which  afforded  temporary  relief. 

For  a  year  or  more  after  that  time,  the  symptoms  became  more  an* 
iioyiDg;  the  urine  being  more  and  more  turbid^  and  depositing  a  muooua 
sediment,  the  desire  to  empty  his  bladder  being  much  more  frequent, 
and  micturition  more  painful.    His  physician  suggested  the  probability 
of  stone,  but  did  not  attempt  to  sound  the  bladder,  and  contented  him^ 
eelf  with  the  exhibition  of  paUiative  remedies,  as  spt.  nitr.,  dulc.  tmc, 
ferri  mur.,  &c.    He  then  consulted  another  physician,  from  whom  he 
obtained  a  balsamic  mixture,  from  which  he  derived  no  relief.    He 
oontinued  to  grow  worse  (his  constitution  having  begun  to  be  unpaired), 
until  the  latter  part  of  1852,  when  he  first  apphed  to  Dr.  L.,  of  C,  the 
physician  with  whom  I  saw  him  in  consultation.    His  condition  at  that 
time  was  very  distressing,  although  he  still  continued  to  attend  to  his 
business  as  store-keeper,  and  took  considerable  out-door  exercise  ^he  was 
generally  compelled  to  rise  every  half-hour  or  hour,  in  the  night,  to  pass 
bis  nrine,  and  m  the  day  he  sometimes  found  it  necessary  to  do  so  every  fif- 
teen minutes.   Sometimes  the  stream  would  be  quite  large ;  at  others, 
email  and  twisted.   He  complained  of  scalding  and  pain  while  passing  it, 
but  of  no  particular  pain  after  the  bladder  was  emptied.  The  urine  depos* 
ited  a  quantity  of  thick,  whitish,  ropy  mucus,  above  which  was  a  white 
floatii^,  cloudy  deposit    The  urine  had  a  slightly  acid  reaction.  The 
prostate  gland,  on  examination  per  rectum,  presented  a  somewhat  en- 
larged  and  irregular  feel,  with  a  slight  tenderness  on  pressure.    There 
^ras  some  pain  in  the  lumbar  region.    The  patient  was  not  conscious 
tliat  be  had  ever  passed  any  calculi  or  gravcL 

I>r.  L.  immediately  suggested  the  propriety  of  examining  for  stric- 
tura  CMT  stone ;  but  on  attempting  to  pass  aa  instrument  of  medium  sise, 
tJie  irsitability  of  the  urethra  was  found  to  be  so  great,  that  it  was  im« 
poaatble  to  reach  the  membranous  portion ;  the  patient  was  in  immi- 
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nent  danger  of  famting.  Dr.  L.  therefore  prescribed  some  anodyne 
and  palliative  remedies,  and  directed  the  patient  himself  to  introdace  an 
dasdc  instrument,  so  as  to  accustom  the  urethra  to  its  presence.  This 
lie  tried  for  some  time,  but  succeeded  badly.  Dr.  L.  again  attempted^ 
the  introduction,  and  came  to  a  fall  stop  near  the  membranous  portion, 
the  irritability  of  the  part  being  such  that  the  patient  coold  not  bear 
aay  prolonged  attempt  to  pass  the  instrument  The  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bladder  appearing  to  be  the  principal  disease,  and  the  pa- 
tient ha?ing  a  full  power  to  evaoaate  the  bladder.  Dr.  L.  directed  his 
attention  to  the  lelief  of  the  inflammation.  He  accordingly  prescribed 
bnchu,  pareira  brava,  uva  ursi,  and  various  anodyne  remedies  and  coun- 
ter-irritants, which  were  apparently  useful  in  diminishing  the  frequency 
of  the  desire  to  pass  urine,  and  the  pain  in  voiding  it.  Sometimes  be 
would  only  be  obliged  to  get  up  twice  or  thrice  during  the  night 

In  January,  1863,  Dr.  L.  sent  him  to  me  for  advice.  I  recommended 
that  he  should  be  put  under  the  full  influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  and 
that,  while  he  was  in  that  condition,  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  paisa 
a  sound  into  the  bladder.  Dr.  L.  administered  the  vapor  of  sulphuric 
ether,  and  while  the  patient  was  in  a  full  state  of  anesthesia,  he  made 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  pass  steel  and  silver  instruments ;  but  he 
succeeded  in  introducing  a  conical  French  flexible  bougie.  No.  3,  quite 
into  the  bladder.  On  withdrawing  the  instrument,  it  was  grasped 
firmly,  and  as  the  resistance  yielded,  there  was  a  grating  sensation  com- 
municated to  the  fingers,  as  if  the  instrument  were  passing  over  a  gristly 
band,  or  over  a  rough  stone.  This  sensation  Dr.  L.  felt  repeatedly 
afterwards,  and  several  times  mentioned  to  the  patient  that  it  felt  like  a 
stone.  He  repeated  the  aneasthetic,  and  the  introduction  of  flexible 
conical  instruments,  some  fifteen  or  more  times,  sometimes  as  oftea  as 
twice  or  thrice  a  week,  never  being  able  to  do  any  thing  without  the 
ether,  owing  to  the  extreme  irritability  of  the  canal.  The  introduction  of 
the  instruments  was  continued,  until  the  urethra  was  sufficiently  dilated 
to  admit  the  passage  of  a  bougie  No.  12 ;  but  Dr.  L.  could  never,  by 
the  most  persevering  efforts,  get  any  inflexible  instrument  through  the 
membranous  portion,  nor  could  he  get  even  a  flexible  instrument  into* 
the  bladder  unless  it  was  extremely  slender  at  the  point.  The  patient 
also  tried  repeatedly  himself,  after  the  largest  instrument  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  the  canal  had  become  somewhat  accustomed  to  its  pres- 
ence* After  the  dilatation  of  the  canal,  the  most  urgent  symptooos 
were  relieved,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  attend  to  his  business  wiih 
some  comfort    But,  after  seversl  months,  he  became  worse  sgain,  ainl 
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was  induced  to  come  to  New  York  for  advice.  He  placed  himself  under 
the  care  of  two  surgeons,  who  made  ineffectual  attempts  to  introduee 
▼arious  kinds  of  instruments.  Thej  then  ordered  medicines  eimilar  to 
'what  Dr.  L.  had  previously  given,  and  opened  a  nitric  acid  issue  in  the 
perineum.  The  latter  remedy  appeared  to  the  patient  to  afford  some 
relief. 

About  the  Ist  Maroh,  1854,  the  patient  applied  again  to  Dr.  L., 
complaining  more  than  ever  of  the  same  symptoms  which  he  had 
when  he  first  came  under  Dr.  L.'s  notice,  with  this  difference,  that  he 
felt  most  pain  just  after  passing  his  urine.  The  urioe  presented  a  natural 
color,  but  deposited  mucus  abundantly,  and  a  copious  whitish  cloud, 
having  the  appearance  of  pus ;  the  urine  had  also  an  ammoniacal  odor. 
Near  the  end  of  February,  he  had  passed  a  calculus  about  as  large  as  a 
pea,  which  was  regular  and  smooth,  except  where  it  was  broken,  and 
which  Dr.  L.  judged  from  its  appearance  to  be  phosphate  of  lime.  As 
the  patient  continued  to  suffer  more  and  more,  and  as  the  disease  was 
of  long  duration  and  of  complicated  character,  Dr.  L.  wrote  me  a  note, 
asking  my  advice.  I  recommended  that  an  aniesthetic  should  be  again 
administered,  that  a  full-sized  metallic  instrument  should  be  paesed  down 
to  the  stricture,  and,  if  the  obstruction  could  not  be  otherwise  over- 
come, that  a  perineal  incision  should  be  made  through  the  stricture,  and 
ibe  instrument  passed  on  into  the  bladder;  that  the  patient  should  then 
he  sounded,  and  if  a  stone  should  be  detected,  that  lithotomy  should  at 
once  be  performed.  Shortly  after,  I  received  another  note  from  Dr.  L., 
requesting  me  to  visit  the  patient,  and  to  perform  whatever  operation 
might  be  neceseary.  I  accordingly  visited  the  patient  on  the  24th 
April,  1854.  I  found  him  confined  to  his  bed,  feeble  and  emaciated, 
with  a  pulse  over  100,  and  his  whole  physical  aspect  indicating  that  his 
oonstitution  had  suffered  severely  from  the  protracted  irritation  which 
he  had  endured. 

I  directed  him  to  be  placed  in  the  position  for  lithotomy,  with  his 
hands  bound  to  his  feet,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  in  a  state  of  anaesthesia, 
I  introduced  a  staff,  No.  11,  which,  to  my  surprise,  passed  on  with  yery 
little  difficulty,  into  the  bladder.  I  at  once  recognized  the  existence  of  a 
atone,  and  proceeded  to  the  operation  for  its  removal.  I  made  a  cres- 
eentic  indsion,  an  inch  in  front  of  the  anus,  the  concavity  of  the  incision 
lodking  backwards,  and  having  exposed  the  staff  in  the  membranous  part 
ci  the  urethra,  I  passed  along  its  groove  the  button  of  my  double  pros* 
totome,  and  carried  it  on  into  the  bladder.  Having  withdrawn  the  staff, 
J  pushed  on  into  the  bladder  the  canula,  armed  on  each  side  with  a 
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knife,  thus  making  a  free  bilateral  incision  into  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
within  the  limits  of  the  prostate.  On  withdrawing  the  instrument,  I 
introduced  my  finger  through  the  wound  into  the  bladder,  and  felt  a  stone 
of  Tory  large  sice.  I  seised  the  stone  with  a  foreeps,  and  crushed  it 
with  the  instrument,  while  attempting  its  extraction.  I  seized  succes- 
sirely  different  fragments,  which  in  like  manner  were  crushed  by  the 
instrument.  Finally,  after  many  attempts,  I  succeeded  in  removing  all  the 
fragments  which  I  could  find.  With  the  fragments^  I  removed  a  fleshy 
mass,  larger  than  a  pea,  which  had  evidently  been  sliced  off  from  the 
prostate.  Some  of  the  fragments  were  very  large,  and  others  quite 
smalL  A  considerable  portion  of  the  concretion  was  reduced  to  powder^ 
and  intimately  mixed  with  blood  and  mucus.  The  fragments  and  pow- 
der which  I  ooUected,  after  having  been  washed  and  dried,  weighed 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-five  grains,  apothecaries'  weight.  Some  oT 
the  fragments  were  examined  by  Prof.  Draper,  and  found  to  consist  cf 
phosphate  of  lime. 

I  remained  with  the  patient  till  he  had  recovered  from  the  state  of 
anesthesia;  he  then  complained* of  severe  pain  and  soreness  in  the 
wound  and  in  the  bladder. 

In  a  letter  dated  April  S8th,  four  days  after  the  operation,  Doctor  L. 
wrote  as  follows :  **  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  L.  is  doing  re- 
markably well ;  he  was  relieved  of  pain  within  half  an  hour  after  joa 
left  him,  and  has  had  almost  no  pain  since.  He  sleeps  better  than  he 
has  done  for  two  years,  and  without  any  anodyne  whatever ;  his  spirita 
are  good--*his  pulse  and  appetite  also ;  he  has  no  night  sweats." 

A  few  days  later,  I  received  from  Dr.  L.  the  following  commumoa- 
tion !  "  Mr.  L.  is  still  progressing  favorably ;  indeed,  I  have  been  aston* 
ished  at  the  change  which  a  few  days'  relief  from  the  sufferings  of  ike 
past  year  has  wrought  in  him.  His  complexion  has  changed  from  die 
pale,  sallow  hue,  to  a  comparatively  clear,  florid  tint ;  his  spirits  are 
good,  his  appetite  craving,  his  sleep  natural  and  refreshing,  and  not  at- 
tended with  night  sweats.  He  gets  out  of  bed  without  assntance  to 
hare  his  clothes  changed,  and  suffers  no  pain  or  inconvenience  in  doing 
80.  The  day  after  the  operation,  I  passed  a  silver  catheter  through  the 
urethra,  into  the  bladder,  without  much  pain,  and  injected  a  quantity  of 
warm  water,  which  gurgled  out  through  the  wound,  and  brought  away 
minute  particles  of  sand ;  the  operation  was  gratefiil  to  the  feelings  of 
the  i>atient  A  few  days  after,  I  again  introduced  the  instrument  with- 
out difficulty.  He  takes  farinaceous  diet,  with  milk,  eggs,  &c. ;  he  faaa 
requbred  no  stimulants." 
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Clinical  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    (Delivered  daring  May  and 
June,  1854.)    By  the  Editor. — No.  1. 

Thb  first  case  which  I  present  to  yon,  gentlemen,  furnishes  a  well- 
marked  specimen  of  that  form  of  squamous  disease  known  as  the  Lepra 
vulgaris,  an  affection  of  the  skin  not  unfrequent  in  its  occurrence,  and 
usually  one  of  great  obstinacy.  It  illustrates  one  of  the  laws  of  this, 
as  well  as  of  some  other  cutaneous  diseases,  with  which  it  is  important 
that  you  should  be  familiar,  a  tendency  to  disappear  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  re-appear  at  other  seasons.  Some  forms  of  cutaneous 
disease  appear  in  the  spring  or  the  fall,  and  in  that  case  either  disappear 
altogether,  or  decline  very  much,  during  the  summer  and  winter  months. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  are  severe  in  the  winter,  and  disappear  with 
the  warm  weather,  to  return  again  with  the  next  cold  season.  Unless 
you  are  aware  of  this  fact,  you  might  attribute  to  your  remedies  what 
nvas  owing  to  the  law  of  the  particular  disease  you  are  treating.  This 
case  will  also  give  you  some  idea  of  the  intractable  character  of  the 
disease.  The  patient,  William  Cogan,  is  a  tailor,  a  native  of  Ireland,  43 
years  of  age,  rather  cachectic  in  his  appearance,  who  has  been  in  this 
country  sixteen  months.  The  eruption  first  appeared  when  he  was 
between  15  and  16  years  of  age,  and  has  been  quite  severe  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  It  first  commenced  between  his  shoulders.  He  states 
ihat  he  was  once  cured  in  six  months  after  taking  ''  severe  "  medicine, 
which  caused  his  head  to  swell,  and  his  gums  to  be  sore.  It  returned 
about  twenty  years  ago,  but  not  so  badly  as  at  present.  He  was  then 
agun  ^'  cured ;"  but  the  disease  returned  the  following  spring,  and  has 
been  very  bad  every  spring  and  summer  since.  It  has  not  been  so  bad 
in  cold  weather,  until  the  past  winter.  Tou  see  that  the  whole  surface 
of  the  body  and  limbs  is  thickly  covered  with  perfectly  characteristic 
patches  of  lepra  vulgaris,  regularly  circular  in  their  shape,  and  more  or 
less  sound  in  the  center ;  thus  presenting  the  diagnostic  characteristics 
of  lepra  from  psoriasis,  in  which  the  spots  are  less  regularly  circular, 
more  frequently  oval,  are  entirely  covered  with  scales,  which  are  more 
thick  in  the  center  than  at  the  circumference.  I  would  remark  here, 
that  these  two  forms  of  squamous  disease  are  so  analogous  in  their  char- 
acter, and  require  plans  of  treatment  so  entirely  similar,  that  a  differen- 
tial diagnosis  between  them  is  not  necessary  for  practical  purposes. 
This  patient  enjoys  tolerably  good  health,  but  suffers  from  headache 
and  ^zziness  at  times, — says  his  bowels  are  generally  regular.    About  a 
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month  ago,  be  took  pills  of  proto-iodide  of  mercury,  and  a  solution  of 
iodide  of  potassium  with  conium,  under  the  use  of  which  his  gums 
became  tender,  and  remuned  so  more  than  a  fortnight,  but  without  any 
favorable  effect  on  his  disease ;  and  twelve  days  since  he  was  put  under 
the  use  of  the  following  preparation,  which  he  is  still  taking:  3  Potass, 
iodid.  3  j.;  Solut.  Fowleri,  f  3  iss,  aqu.  f.  |  ir. ;  M. — a  teaspoonful  three 
times  daily,  after  eating.  The  accumulation  of  scales  caused  so  much 
suffering,  and  interfered  so  much  with  the  use  of  his  arms  and  hands^ 
that  he  has  smeared  the  whole  surface  with  simple  cerate,  which  has 
had  the  effect  to  partially  remove  them,  and  you  see  many  of  the 
patches  of  the  form  described,  of  a  dull  red  color,  and  free  from  scales. 
Some  of  the  spots  on  the  face  and  forehead  have  already  faded  veiy 
much,  and  he  seems  to  be  improving. 

We  learn  also  from  this  case,  that  the  alterative  effect  of  mercury 
furnishes  no  favorable  result  in  this  affection,  as  shown  by  its  return 
after  salivation  early  in  life,  and  its  failure  to  produce  any  improvement 
recently.  The  present  plan  of  treatment  will  be  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  tepid  baths  twice  a  week,  until  we  can  judge  of  what  wil^ 
probably  be  its  effect. 

Psoriasis  and  lepra,  when  in  the  acute  or  subacute  form,  and  de- 
pendent only  upon  causes  transient  in  their  character,  and  which  have 
already  ceased  to  act,  and  especially  when  not  connected  with  a  hered- 
itary predisposition,  may  sometimes  be  entirely  removed  by  means  of 
cathartics  and  laxatives  of  an  alterative  nature ;  at  other  times,  by  means 
of  alkalies,  and  at  other  times  by  tonics  and  chalybeates,  aided  by  proper 
regimen  and  tepid  baths ;  but  when  chronic  and  extensive,  arsenic  in 
some  of  its  forms  is  the  remedy  upon  which  the  profession  has  long 
placed  the  greatest  confidence,  and  which  experience,  on  a  large  scale, 
has  proved  to  be  worthy  of  the  reputation  which  it  enjoys. 

Arsenic  is  used  in  the  form  of  pill,  or  in  solution,  and  in  combination 
with  different  vegetable  tonics  or  alteratives.  Fowler's  Solution,  the 
arseniate  of  potash,  is  the  preparation  most  in  use,  known  also  under  the 
name  of  liquor  arsenicalis.  The  arseniates  of  soda  and  ammonia  are  also 
used ;  and  more  recently,  the  chloride  of  arsenic,  or  liquor  arsenici  cblo- 
ridi  has  been  introduced,  a  form  with  which  I  have  no  practical  acquaint- 
ance.  Donovan's  solution,  a  compound  of  iodine,  arsenic,  and  mercury, 
is  a  favorite  remedy  with  many  practitioners.  M.  Cazenave,  of  Paris,  has 
recently  recommended  the  use  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  internally,  in 
doses  of  two  to  five  or  six  grains,  three  times  daily,  in  a  sudorific  syrup 
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I  have  used  it  only  a  few  times,  and  with  no  positively  satisfactory  re- 
8ults»  but  do  not  feel  that  I  have  yet  given  it  a  fair  trial. 

The  statistics  of  the  large  hospital  for  cutaneous  diseases  at  Paris — 
St  Louis— show  that  the  combination  of  the  internal  use  of  arsenic,  and 
the  external  use  of  tar  ointment,  will  cure  a  larger  proportion  of  cases, 
and  in  a  shorter  period  of  time,  than  any  other  plan  of  treatment  which 
has  been  tried.  M.  Emery,  of  that  hospital,  reports  having  treated  1,500 
to  1,800  cases  by  tar  ointment  alone,  and  cured  five  sixths  of  them.  The 
use  of  arsenic  in  this,  as  weN  as  in  certain  other  forms  of  cutaneous  disease, 
is  now  much  better  understood  than  formerly.  The  directions  formerly 
were  to  commence  with  a  small  dose,  say  three  to  five  drops  of  Fowler's 
solution,  three  times  daily,  and  gradually  increase  until  the  character- 
istic constitutional  effects  of  the  drug  are  produced,  such  as  affection  of 
the  eyelids,  swelling  of  the  face,  &c.;  and  then  to  discontinue  it,  and  after 
the  subsidence  of  the  symptoms,  to  resume  its  use,  and  continue  until 
the  same  symptoms  were  again  produced.  Mr.  Hunt,  of  London,  rec- 
ommended, a  few  years  since,  that  we  commence  with  a  small  dose, 
say  two  or  three  drops  of  Fowler's  solution,  acd  continue  this  dose, 
without  increase,  until  some  visible  effects  were  produced,  the  earliest  of 
which,  according  to  him,  is  slight  inflammation  of  the  conjunctivse.  In- 
stead of  discontinuing  the  remedy  altogether,  the  dose  is  then  to  be 
gradually  diminished,  even  down  to  half  a  drop,  if  necessary,  until  it 
ceases  to  produce  the  constitutional  effects.  You  will  notice  that  this 
patient  is  only  taking  three  drops  of  the  solution  three  times  daily.  The 
particular  formula  which  I  have  given  him,  and  which  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  using  for  a  few  years  past,  from  which  I  have  sometimes 
seen  very  favorable  results,  is  a  modification  of  one  recommended  by 
Mr.  Startin,  of  the  London  hospital  for  diseases  of  the  skin.  It  may 
also  be  mentioned,  in  connection  with  the  present  case,  that  it  was 
treated  by  Donovan's  solution  last  year,  and  apparently  cured,  and  has 
now  returned  with  greater  severity  than  ever. 

Externally,  as  a  general  rule,  unctuous  substances  are  useful  in  squa- 
mous affections,  independently  of  any  medication  of  which  they  may  be 
made  the  vehicle ;  and  simple  cerate  or  butter  of  cocoa  are  sometimes 
yery  grateful  to  the  patient,  from  their  effect  in  removing  the  scales, 
softening  the  skin,  and  allaying  the  irritation,  which  is  sometimes  very 
great.  Among  the  medicated  ointments,  the  white  precipitate  has 
proved  one  of  the  best  in  my  hands.  The  tar  ointment,  to  which  the 
experience  of  M.  Emery  and  others  of  St.  Louis  Hospital  has  given 
the  palm  in  their  experiments  with  different  articles,  is  too  unpleasant  for 
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use  in  priv&te  practice,  especially  when  the  disease  is  extennTe.  Oint- 
ment of  iodide  of  sulphur  may  also  sometimes  be  used  irith  advantage. 
Mr.  Startin  naes  oatmeal  gruel  as  a  wash  instead  of  soap,  and  applies 
night  and  morning  an  ointment  of  nttrio  oxide  of  mercury  and  lead,  with 
a  few  drops  of  creasote.  In  some  cases,  he  uses  an  ointment  of  small 
quantities  of  both  red  and  white  precipitate  of  mercury.  Dr.  Neligan, 
of  Dublin,  also  uses  the  iodide  of  arsenic  in  this  disease.  He  prefers,  as 
an  external  appfication,  an  ointment  of  iodide  of  sulphur^  from  8  to  20 
grains  to  an  ounce  of  wax  cerate. 

The  regular  use  of  the  tepid  bath  is  also  an  important  adjuvant  m  the 
treatment  of  squamous  affections  of  the  skin.  The  diet  requires  atten- 
tion, quite  as  much,  probably,  to  preserve  a  good  condition  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  to  enable  the  remedies  to  be  taken,  as  on  account  of  any 
direct  effect  on  the  disease  itself.  The  use  of  oily  food  seemed,  in  one 
Tery  severe  case  once  under  my  care,  to  have  had  a  favoraUe  effect  on 
the  eruption,  rather  than  otherwise.  Abstinence  from  meat  appears  to 
have  no  decidedly  good  effect  upon  the  disease.  Larrey  found  that 
among  the  soldiers  of  the  French  army  m  Egypt,  the  use  of  fresh  poilc, 
in  an  unsound  state,  was  followed  by  the  appearance  of  lepra;  and  fish 
of  different  kinds  has  been  known  to  produce  a  similar  effect 

These  affections  are  supposed  by  some  to  be  dependent  upon  a 
certain  materies  morbi,  the  product  of  some  disturbance  of  the  processes 
I  of  assimilation,  and  are  also  thought  to  be  associated,  in  their  chrome 

form,  with  the  phosphatic  diathesis.  My  own  examinations  of  the 
urine  have  not  enabled  me  to  derive  any  definite  therapeutical  conclu- 
sions from  its  chemical  and  microscopical  characters.  They  have  been 
supposed  by  some  to  be  more  or  less  connected  with  the  gouty  diathesis ; 
but  this  I  am  unable  to  verify  from  my  own  experience.  The  transmis- 
sion of  the  disease  by  hereditary  descent  seems  to  be  generally  admitted, 
I  as  seems  to  be  true  of  most,  if  not  all  diseases  which  arise  from  a  mate- 

I  ries  morbi. 

The  tendency  of  lepra  to  assume  symmetrical  forms,  that  is,  to  pre- 
sent similar  patches  on  corresponding  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs,  has 
been  long  noticed,  and  is  an  interesting  feature  in  its  history. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  laxatives  two  or  three  times  a  week  in 
chronic  affections  of  the  skin,  containmg  some  preparation  of  mercury, 
more  usually  of  blue  pill,  and  generally  with  small  quantities  of  ipecac 
As  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  generally  by  means  of  what  are 
called  her<ne  remedies,  it  is  necessary  to  watch  carefully  thmr  effeets 
upon  the  mucous  membranes.    I  have  seen  disappointments  result  fi'om 
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the  neglect  of  this  precaution.  Whenever  irritation  of  either  the  stom- 
ach or  bowels  occurs,  the  remedy  should  be  at  once  suspended,  and 
resumed  in  smaller  doses  after  a  proper  mterval.  The  same  is  true  with 
respect  to  the  external  surface,  to  which  we  should  be  careful  not  to 
applj  too  irritating  applications ;  and  a  rule  which  will  be  found  of  some 
practical  consequence,  is,  that  when  the  skin  will  not  bear  irritating 
applications,  the  mucoois  membranes  will  be  found  proportionally  suscep- 
tible ;  in  other  words,  the  irritability  of  the  skin  and  the  mucous  mem- 
branes will  be  found  to  bear  a  more  or  less  direct  relation  to  each  other, 
and  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  respected  in  both  ( 


Meiearoloffical  Observations.    By  J.  P.  Loinbs,  M.  D. 
Dr.  BuLELBT : 

Dear  Sir^ — I  send  you,  according  to  promise,  the  following  digest  of 
meteorological  observations,  with  particular  reference  to  the  hygrometer 
(records  of  which  are  as  yet  comparatiyely  novel  in  this  country),  together 
with  some  useful  deductions  for  the  medical  profession.  Meteorology 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  elements  of  hygiene,  but  it  is  a 
branch  strangely  neglected ;  even  when  statistics  of  it  are  presented,  if  in 
detail,  they  are  considered  too  complicated  to  deduce  practica]  results,  or 
if  in  summaries,  being  entirely  too  summarily  grouped  together,  nothing 
IS  guned  but  the  annual  or  monthly  means,  with  perhaps  a  few  inferences 
upon  climate :  witness  the  meteorological  briefis  contained  in  the  reports 
of  the  English  Registrar-general,  or  the  Tear-book  of  Facts.  We  very 
rarely  see  practical  conclusions,  as  regards  medical  sdence,  in  connecUon 
with  a  weather  table,  although  all  unite  in  echoing  their  belief  of  its 
importance  in  calculating  the  laws  which  govern  the  physical  phe- 
nomena of  the  earth,  as  well  as  the  comparative  relations  of  health 
and  disease.  My  attention  was  fiist  specially  called  to  this  subject  several 
yean  since,  while  preparing  the  meteorological  registers  for  the  City 
Inspector's  report ;  to  the  former  incumbent  of  which  office,  A.  W.  White, 
Esq.  and  the  present  one,  T.  E.  Downing,  Esq.  we  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude for  publishing  the  weather-tables  for  the  past  eight  years.  I  believe 
that  this  is  the  only  instance  of  such  a  publication,  for  a  series  of  years,  in 
this  country.  They  contain  all  v  the  details  necessary,  excepting  the 
hygrometric  element,  and  were  mostly  copied  from  the  valuable  and 
reliable  records  kept  at  the  New- York  Hospital  by  the  apothecaries — the 
late  Mr.  Dascey,  and  the  present  one,  Dr.  Sabine. 
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88 

86 

N.R 

N.R 

N.R 

2  in.  snow. 

18 

Clouds. 

Clear. 

Fine. 

88 

58 

N.R 

N.R 

N.R 

19 

Clear. 

Clondy. 

Clondy. 

87 

57 

aw. 

aw. 

aw. 

20 

Clondy. 

M 

Clear. 

44 

48 

aw. 

aw. 

N.W. 

21 

Clear  calm. 

Clear. 

4l 

41 

68 

aR 

aR 

aR 

22 

dondy  A  show's 

Crdy  A  showery. 

Stormy. 

44 

51 

aw. 

aR 

N.R 

28 

«             It 

Clear. 

Showery. 
Clear.  [11,  P.M. 

48 

57 

N.R 

N.R 

aw. 

24 

Gear. 

M 

48 

64 

N.R 

aR 

8.W. 

25 

(• 

U 

Thunder  shower 

56 

78 

N.R 

aw. 

aw. 

26 

Qondy. 

Clear  and  d'dy. 

t(              «* 

55 

74 

aw. 

aw. 

N.W. 

27 

Clear. 

Clear,  tempest 

Rain. 

50 

77 

aw. 

aw. 

N.R 

Rain,  1.5. 

28 

Rain. 

Rain.          [at  5. 

Flood. 

40 

47 

N.R 

N.R 

N.R 

*•    8. 

29 

« 

u             *• 

i« 

42 

^6 

N.R 

N.R 

N.R 

"    1. 

80 

Thick  fog. 

Lif^ht  shower. 

Clear. 

49 

57 

aw. 

aw. 

aw. 
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I  commenoed  my  obflervatioDS  in  AQgust  last,  Beriatim,  with  improved 
instrumentB  for  aacerUining  the  relative  moistare,  pressure,  and  tempe- 
rature of  the  atmosphere,  as  noted  by  six  observations  a  day,  in  addition 
to  which  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  amount  of  rain  were  observed 
each  day. 

The  above-submitted  table  for  April  is  a  specimen  of  those  which  will 
complete  the  year  in  August  next.  They  embody,  I  believe,  ail  the 
details  afforded  by  any  English  or  American  observations,  with  probably 
the  exception  only  of  the  minutiaa  of  the  relative  force  of  the  wind  (or 
honn»tal  movement  of  the  air),  and  the  electrical  states  of  the  atmos- 
phere. The  register  of  the  amount  of  rain  is  not  as  complete  as  usual, 
and  there  may  be  a  few  slight  errors  as  regards  the  direction  of  the  wind; 
but  it  is  beliered  that  all  the  other  details  are  recorded  as  nearly  accu- 
rately as  posBible. 

The  headings  of  the  columns  afford  a  general  explanation,  in  addition 
to  which  a  few  remarks  only  seem  necessary.  A  glance  at  the  second 
row  of  figures  in  the  respective  hour-columns,  will  show,  by  subtraction 
from  the  adjoining  numbers  in  the  first  row,  the  dew-point  at  that  hour 
(or  temperature  at  which  the  vapor  in  the  atmosphere  is  deposited  in  the 
form  of  water).  By  bearing  in  mind  that  the  expression  ( — 0^)  in  the 
third  line  of  the  heading  of  the  first  column,  ngnifies  that  the  temperature 
of  the  air  and  the  deuhpoint  correspond,  and  that  the  air  is  consequently 
saturated  with  moisture,  as  well  as  an  entire  absence  of  evaporation;  and 
that  the  figures  (from  1  to  80^)  show  a  descending  scale  of  moisture,  or 
ascending  grade  of  dryness  (to  use  an  incorrect  expression),  as  well  as 
corresponding  rapidity  of  evaporation— comparison  of  the  figures  opposite 
different  houre  or  days  will  show  the  relative  dryness  at  the  times  of  those 
observations.  Thus,  we  find  that  the  dryest  day  of  the  month  was  (he 
7th,  when  the  mean  dew-point  (for  the  24  hours)  was  more  than  twenty 
degrees  below  the  air  temperature ;  by  looking  along  the  same  tinoi  we 
find  that  the  dryest  wind  prevailed,  viz.  northwest ;  the  coincident  extra- 
ordinary evaporation  aiding  at  the  same  time  in  cooling  all  terrestrial 
matter,  lowered  the  temperature  for  the  succeeding  24  hours  (under  the 
same  circumstances),  with  an  unclouded  sky,  more  than  ten  degrees.  The 
barometer,  at  the  same  time,  although  indicating  in  a  measure  great  diy- 
ness,  yet,  as  some  other  unexplained  elements  are  involved,  is  not  so 
unique  an  indicator  of  moisture.  The  dampest  day  of  the  month  was  the 
stormy  39th,  succeeding  to  nearly  two  days  of  hard  rain,  when,  it  will  be 
found  by  reference  to  the  dew-point  columns,  that  for  the  whole  day  and 
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night  the  air  was  very  aearly  Baturated  with  moisture ;  so  that  on  that 
daj  any  part  of  the  surface  of  the  body  exposed  to  the  air,  although 
sheltered  from  the  rain,  was  in  the  same  condition  as  if  immersed  in  a. 
cold  bath  at  44^  Fahrenh^t  By  comparison  of  the  same  columns,  the 
relative  moisture  at  different  hours  of  the  day  can  be  ascertained.  It  will 
be  found  that, "'  c<steru  paribus^^  the  dampest  hour  observed  was  6,  A.  M^ 
and  the  dryest,  2,  P.  M. ;  that  6,  P.  M.  corresponded  usually  with  10, 
A«  M.,  and  that  10,  P.  M.  was  quite  as  dry  an  hour  as  6,  A,  M. 

In  this  connection,  my  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  this  element, 
of  the  atmosphere  for  the  past  year,  has  led  to  th'e  following  conclusions ; 
during  the  winter  months,  November,  December,  January,  February,  and. 
March,  the  average  dryest  hours  of  the  day  were  from  tm  to  four ;  of 
course  they  are  increased  in  number  as  the  days  lengthen,  but  not  each, 
way  in  the  same  proportion.  The  extension  of  the  hours  of  dryness 
iacreases  more  than  twice  as  rapidly  in  the  course  of  the  sun,  than  in  the 
opposite  direction ;  the  dampness  of  our  mornings  in  summer,  generally 
for  the  first  few  hours,  corroborates  this  fact  These  remarks  may  be  of 
some  value  to  valetudinarians  in  determining  the  best  time  for  out-door 
exercise.  I  may  err  in  some  of  my  reasoning  on  this  subject ;  and  if  so,  I 
hope  some  of  my  medical  brethren  will  correct  me ;  but  I  think  that  our 
outrdoor  air  can  very  rarely  be  too  dry  for  comfort  or  health,  provided,  of 
course,  that  dust  be  not  intermingled  with  it.  It  is  no  argument  against 
this,  that  extreme  dryness  of  heated  air  in  an  apartment  is  very  unhealthy ; 
because  outrdoor  dryness  never  half  equals  the  extreme  dryness  of  heated 
air  in  a  dose  room,  to  say  nothing  of  the  essential  difiference  in  point  of 
composition.  I  do  not  intend  to  digress  here  upon  the  fruitful  subject  of 
the  effects  of  a  dry  or  moist  climate  upon  the  system ;  but  an  answer  to 
what  I  conceive  to  be  an  error,  which  gained  considerable  publicity  last 
winter,  may  not  be  out  of  place,  viz.  that  the  Caucasian  race  had  deter- 
iorated by  being  transplanted  from  Europe  to  the  dryer  Western  Hemis- 
phere. I  believe  that  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  even  if  proo6  of 
the  weakening  of  the  races  had  been  made  out  (which  was  &r 
from  being  the  case),  other  elements  more  important  than  moisture 
could  be  adduced  to  account  for  it  The  possibility  of  perfect  acclimation 
of  any  race  within  the  temperate  zones,  is  not  doubted  at  the  present  day. 
This  precludes  the  idea  of  the  physical  deterioration  of  our  race  after 
being  transplanted  more  than  a  hundred  years.  At  the  same  time,  I 
admit  that  for  some  classes  of  invalids,  a  residence  near  the  coast  of  a  con- 
tinent, where  great  and  rapid  hygrometrical  extremes  frequently  occur,  is 
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iojuriotiB ;  for  which  reason  physicians  advise  removal  sometimes  to  islands, 
where  the  air  is  equably  moist,  or  more  often  inland,  to  an  equably  dry 
climate.  This,  however,  only  strengthens  the  argument  in  favor  of  dry- 
ness, to  which  I  may  add  that  it  will  probably  yet  be  shown  that  the 
healthier  portions  of  our  country  are  those  which  have  universally  the 
dryest  air.  I  have  been  informed  that  in  Minnesota,  where  the  winds  for 
a  thousand  miles  in  every  direction  come  over  diy  land,  and  are  all,  con- 
sequently, dry,  great  exposure  is  better  borne  than  in  any  other  region ; 
but  my  limits  forbid  me  to  enlarge  further  upon  this  fruitful  theme.  I 
will  conclude  by  laying  before  your  readers  an  epitome  of  the  mean 
readings  calculated  from  the  tables,  together  with  available  comparisons 
with  some  English  records. 


Mean 

Mfl«n 

Mean! 

AFsn, 

Mmh 

Mom 

Men 

•Umn 

dew-pX 

Mean 

MeoB 

addition 

deg'eeof 
moiat^ 

reading 

dnrbulb 

wet  bulb 

evaiKbeL 

beL    air 

dew- 

wefg^ol 

wefgtto 

1S54. 

ofBtfo. 

Ther 

■irfrnpi 
8et-D. 

temper. 

point 

vapor  in 
ooblc  ft. 

aatuvto 

iitamt^ 

meter. 

momVr. 

momt'r. 

Bat~0. 

AonKft. 

being 

SKWTOSK. 

g.dr.-12. 

g.dr.-SO. 

air. 

air. 

ml 

InehM, 

I>eaM. 

J>6ffM, 

Jfefft. 

J»V*. 

Degt. 

Or9, 

Qrt, 

6,A.M. 

29.96 

48.0 

40. 

—8. 

-6.7 

86.8 

2.86 

0.78 

800 

10,  A.  M. 

29.97 

48.5 

44. 

--4.5 

-10.2 

88.6 

291 

1.87 

736 

2.  P.M. 

29.99 

51.0 

45. 

—6. 

-18.8 

87.2 

2.96 

1.72 

686 

«,     " 

29.95 

50.5 

46.2 

—4.8 

-10.0 

89.5 

8.18 

1.28 

700 

10,  " 

29.98 

47.0 

48.8 

—8.7 

—8.5 

88.6 

8X)5 

1.10 

747 

For  Month 

in  1854, 

29.96 

48.0 

48.7 

--48 

—9.9 

88.1 

3.00 

1.24 

724 

For  Month 

in  1868, 

51.0 

46.0 

—50 

-12.0 

89.0 

8.07 

1.61 

671 

For  London, 

Ap.l85S, 

29.Y0 

45.0 

42.0 

—8.0 

—7.0 

88.0 

2.80 

1.20 

778 

«^A.M.       S,P.M.       lO^P.M. 

BM«  M«  CM* 

Greatest  hei|;ht  of  barometer  for  April,  1864,       30.64       80.70        30.51 
Least  ii  «  u        a  29.21        29.23        29.21 

Range  «  **        "  1.49 

Mean  weight  of  cabic  foot  of  air  in  April  of  this  year  in  New  York,  546 
grunsj  in  1853,  547  grains;  in  London,  April,  1853,  539. 

N.Y.1854.     N.T.18Ca. 
Deg,  Dtg. 

Mean  of  the  highest  points  each  dav  of  self- 

registerioff  thermometer,  in  shaae,  April,         55.6 

Mean  of  the  lowest  points  each  day  of  self- 

registerinff  thermometer,  in  shaae,  April,         42.0 

Mean  of  the  diuly  range  of  extremes  of  self- 
registering  thermometer,  in  shade,  April,         13.5 

Mean  of  the  temperature  by  extremes  of  self- 
registering  thermometer,  in  shade,  April,         47.7 


61.0 
43.0 
18.0 


52.0 


Lond.l8HL 
Deg, 

62.0 

82.3 

29.7 


14.0 


•  Mean  evaporation:  below  air  temperature.    Saturation,— ^^;  greatest  diy- 
nese,— 12"". 
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Extreme  lowest  point  of  the  thermometer,  80^,  on  the  3d;  highest,  7*7°,  on 
th6d7th;  range,  47^ 

Mean  coldest  daj,  34.26'',  on  the  17th ;  warmest,  66.5^,  on  the  26th. 

Number  of  days  on  which  N.  £.  wind  prevailed,  10 ;  N.  W.,  6;  S.  and  £.. 
4;  S.  and  W.,  11 ;  clear,  and  mostly  clear,  14 ;  cloudy,  and  mostly  cloudy,  16, 

Fog  prevailed  about  60  hours;  rain,  120 ;  snow,  50 ;  hard  storm,  96. 

We  learn  from  tbe  foregoing  tables,  that  which  is  probably  well 
known  to  every  reader,  viz. :  that  the  month  of  April,  1 854,  was  remark- 
able for  sudden  and  extreme  changes  of  weather,  as  regards  its  tempera- 
ture, moisture,  pressure  or  weight,  movements  of  wind,  clearness  or 
cloudiness,  and  electrical  condition  of  atmosphere.  The  month  opened 
with  a  cold,  and  very  damp  N.  E.  wind,  on  ik^  first ;  with  a  change  to  a 
very  cold,  and  dry  northwester,  on  the  second,  and  third ;  then  we  had 
average  April  weather,  including  two  days  (the  7th  and  8th)  extraordi- 
narily dry  and  warm,  accompanied  with  strong  N.  W.  winds ;  until  the  ' 
13th,  on  which  day  liiere  were  showers,  with  much  sharp  lightning ;  after 
which  followed  four  days  of  damp,  cold,  north-east  snow  storm,  during 
which  time  many  vessels  were  wrecked  along  the  coast,  from  Carolina 
northwards.  Usual  April  weather  followed  till  the  25th,  which  was  a 
fine,  dry  day,  but  concluded  after  11,  P.  M.,  with  heavy  rain  and  light- 
ning ;  whicn  was  repeated  on  the  evening'^of  the  next  day  (which  had 
been  warm) ;  and  the  afternoon  of  the  warmest  day  of  the  month  (the 
27th),  when,  at  5  o^clock,  a  terrible  squall  commenced,  with  hard  rain, 
and  thunder  and  lightning,  which  lasted  through  the  evening,  destroying 
shipping  and  houses  (sinking  the  Ericsson  among  the  rest).  The  tem- 
perature changed  from  77°  to  47°  in  a  few  hours ;  a  cold,  very  damp 
northeast  rain  storm  followed,  which  continued  until  the  30th.  Freshets, 
and  damage  to  Croton  Dam,  railroads,  <fec.,  followed.  About  one-eighth 
of  the  average  quantity  of  rain  for  the  whole  year  fell  during  this  inter- 
val. The  great  amount  of  lightning  during  die  month,  compared  with 
its  entire  absence  in  1849,  may  lead  some  to  augur  favorably  as  to 
exemption  from  cholera. 

We  subjoin  also  a  table  of  the  same  calculations  for  the  month  of 
May. 


MAY, 

1854. 
^EWTORK. 


Si 

r 


I? 


i 
1^ 


1 

llfi 


6,  A.  M. 
10,  A.  M. 
2,  P.M. 

10,  " 

For  month 

in  1854, 
'ForLond'n, 
1  May,  1863. 


29.92 
29.98 
29.98 
29.98 
29.98 

29.98 

29.76 


58.0 
64.0 
•78  0 
66.5 
61.0 

64.0 

620 


640 
68.0 
65.6 
49.7 
56.2 

56.6 

47.8 

29 


4.0 
6.0 
7.5 
5.8 

4.8 

6:6 
4.2 


9.0 
14.0 
17.5 
18.6 
10.0 

18.0 

a6 


49.0 
50.0 
56.6 
52.0 
61.0 

61.0 

48.4 


4.825 
4.407 
5.285 
4700 
4688 

4660 

8.400 


1.648 
2.606 
8.964 
2.640 
1.811 

2458 

1.200 


761 
646 
591 
658 
782 

668 

746 
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The  eoldegt  <Liy  of  May  was  the  6th,  mean  temperature  60^;  warmest* 
dSth,  70^ ;  dampest  14tb,  mean  dew-point — 2^  below  air  temperature;  dryesf, 
8th,  — *24^  ;  eztremea  of  heat  and  cold,  81^  on  the  28th,  38^  on  the  7th.  Ez- 
tremea  of  moisture  —35^  on  the  28th,  and  — 2^^  on  the  4tb,  14th,  and  25th. 
Extremes  barometer,  30.35  in.  on  the  13th,  and  29.56  in.  on  the  3d.  There 
were  about  three  days  of  N.  E.  wind ;  N.  W.,  8 ;  S.  E.,  10 ;  S.  W.,  6i;  calm, 
l\ ;  6  days  rainy  or  mostly  rainy ;  cloudy,  or  sun  mostly  obscured,  without 
rain,  3J;  clear,  18;  foggy,  IJ;  showery,  2. 

It  may  be  learned  from  the  above,  that  the  month  of  May  was 
remarkable  for  ita  contrast  with  April,  being  warmer  and  more  equable 
than  any  for  eight  years,  being,  in  lact,  an  English  May,  after  the  poets. 
Like  April,  it  was  noted  for  its  large  amount  of  rain,  5.73  inches  on  a 
level.  Vegetation,  backward  in  April,  advanced  rapidly  in  May.  There 
was  more  lightning  than  usual ;  but  not  so  much  as  in  April.  The 
decrease  of  mortality  and  sickness,  showed  it,  so  far,  the  healthiest 
month  of  the  year.  I  have  before  me  two  meteorological  tables,  kept  in 
different  localities  ot  Cincinnati,  which  show  in  general  the  same  weather 
as  iu  New  York  City.  The  thermometer  ranged  2°  higher ;  they  show 
1}  in.  more  rain  than  ours,  and  their  storms  appear  to  have  preceded 
oars,  in  general  from  30  to  48  hours.  Vegetation  was  about  three  weeks 
earlier  than  in  this  region. 

In  conclusion,  I  submit  the  above  for  the  more  critical  examination  of 
those  interested  in  the  subject,  indulging  the  hope  that  it  may  elidt 
additional  information  from  those  more  experienced  in  the  subject  than 
myself. 

18  Jefferscn  Street. 


I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes. 

Stated  meeting  held  at  the  University,  June  7th,  1854. 

President,  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  in  the  chair.  Thirty-five  fellows 
present  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  in  April  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Ckmimittee  on  Admissions  \n\?mmoMs\j  recommended  the  follow- 
ing candidates  for  resident  fellowship  of  the  Academy,  who  were  bal- 
loted for,  and  all  elected  resident  fellows ;  Drs.  Simon  Hirsch,  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Munich,  Bavaria,  in  1841 ;  John  W.  Green,  gradu- 
ate of  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  New  York,  18ol;  8, 
Conant,  of  Bowdoin  College,  1851;  George  L,  Hyslop,  University  of 
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New  York,  1850;  Joseph  K.  Merritt,  University  of  the  State  of  N.  Y., 
1848  ;  and  James  R.  Learning,  of  University  of  New  York,  1849. 

A  donation  of  fourteen  volumes  of  its  Transactions,  by  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Paris  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicioe,  was  an- 
nounced ;  and  a  letter  was  read  from  Dn  John  G.  Adams,  communica- 
ting the  same  fact. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  was  requested  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  above  donation,  and  the  treasurer  authorized  to  pay  all 
the  expenses  incurred  by  its  transmission. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  on 
file. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  bills^  amounting  to  (28  50, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  establishment  of  a  Vaccine  Office 
was  ordered  to  lie  oyer. 

t  Br,  Isaac  Wood  asked  permission  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Academy  to  a  preparation  of  solidified  milk,  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Blatchford, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  Academy  for  examination.  Dr.  W.  stated 
that  he  had  used  it,  and  found  it  a  valuable  article.  It  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Health,  &c.,  Scientific  intelligence  was  then 
announced  to  be  in  order. 

Dr,  Detmold  related  a  case  of  hydrocephalus,  which  had  been 
under  his  observation  for  the  last  three  weeks.  The  head  meas- 
ured twenty-five  and  one-half  inches  around.  The  subject  is  a  poor- 
ly-nourished child,  with  fontanels  eight  inches  long.  He  has  punc- 
tured it  three  times,  and  taken  away  ten  ounces  of  fluid  each  time.  The 
child  bears  the  operation  well ;  but  it  fills  again.  Dr.D.  thinks,  however, 
that  the  child  has  slightly  declined.  He  has,  heretofore,  merely  punctured 
it  and  let  out  the  water  ;  but  to-day  he  commenced  the  use  of  press- 
ure. 

All  the  cases  heretofore  coming  under  his  observation  have  termin- 
ated fatally — though  there  are  some  accounts  of  favorable  cases.  He 
has  never  seen  any  bad  consequences  from  puncturing  in  these  cases ; 
but  such  consequences  will  follow  the  puncturing  of  spina  bifida.  In  a 
case  of  spina  bifida  where  a  puncture  was  made  and  the  water  dis- 
charged, the  child  died  of  convulsions  in  an  hour.  It  is  not  proper  to 
make  a  large  opening  in  the  head,  nor  to  let  out  all  the  water  at  once. 
The  water  in  these  cases  is  remarkably  clear,  and  contains  no  al- 
bumen. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood  mentioned  a  case  which  occurred  in  his  practice ; 
and  he  could  confirm  the  statement  of  Dr.  Detmold,  that  no  bad  conse- 
quence will  follow  the  puncturing  of  them ;  but  it  is  different  with 
spina  bifida ;  though  in  a  case  which  came  under  his  observation,  he 
cautiously  punctured  the  tumor,  and  let  out  a  small  quantity  of  water 
and  applied  pressure,  and  the  consequences  mentioned  in  Dr.  Detmold's 
case  did  ^ot  occur. 

Dr.  Gardner  mentioned  a  fact  in  reference  to  gutta  percha  banda- 
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ffes ;  that  after  bdng  used  for  some  time,  tbey  will  become  brittle  and 
fall  to  pieces. 

Dr.  Detmold  confirmed  the  statement  of  Dr.  Oardner,  and  stated 
(hat  India  rubber  will  be  acted  upon  in  the  same  way. 

Dr.  Batchelder  stated  that  he  had  used  the  India  nibber  bandage  for 
a  long  time,  and  has  observed  this  effect.  It  may  be  obviated  by  ex- 
posure to  the  air.  Dr.  B.  considers  the  bandage  a  very  important  sur- 
gical appliance. 

.    The  subject  of  taxing  fellows  of  the  Academy  who  have  removed 
to  the  city,  was  referred  to  the  Trustees. 

The  meetmg  was  then  adjourned. 


IL    NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

JSxtracttfrom  the  Minutes. 

By  Charles  M.  Allin,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  President. 

Dr.  Markoe  reported  two  cases  exemplifying  the  value  of  the  clamp 
sutures,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims.  The  first  was  a  case  k 
staphyloraphy,  and  a  very  favorable  one  for  the  application  of  the  su- 
ture.  The  patient  was  a  young  man,  20  years  of  age,  having  a  fissure 
of  the  palate,  occupying  all  the  velum  and  uvtda,  and  extending  forward 
about  two-thirds  of  an  inch  through  the  bony  palate.  His  speech  was, 
of  course,  very  much  affected,  and  he  was  occasionally  annoyed  by  re- 
gurgitation of  fluids  through  the  nose  when  he  attempted  to  swallow 
them  too  rapidly.  The  parts  presented  the  usual  wide  separatioo, 
greatly  increased  by  every  action  of  the  levator  palati  muscle,  which,  as 
It  lifted  the  flaps,  also  separated  them  very  widely.  The  line  of  sepa- 
tion  was  exactly  in  the  median  plane  ;  and  the  edges  of  the  opening 
were  thick  and  fleshy,  and  therefore  seemed  favorable  for  the  succe^  Si 
an  operation,  which  operation  was  accordingly  performed  on  the  29th 
of  March  lafli.  The  cutting  part  of  the  operation  was  similar  to  that 
practiced  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  Kearny  Rodgers,  Dr.  Fei^nsson's  modifica- 
tion of  first  dividing  the  levator  palati  muscles  being  observed.  After 
the  necessary  incisions  and  dissections  were  made,  Dr.  Sims  hunself 
applied  his  clamp  apparatus,  and  drew  the  edges  together  with  four  su- 
tures through  the  clamp,  while  a  single  separate  wire  suture  was  placed 
so  as  to  draw  the  uvula  together  just  above  its  middle.  By  this  means 
the  flaps  were  drawn  firmly  together.  The  patient  was  put  into  bed, 
and  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  he  was  not  allowed  to  swallow 
any  thing,  nor  to  speak  a  word.  On  the  Ist  of  April,  the  single  wire 
suture  was  removed  from  the  uvula.  The  four  other  clamp  sutures  re- 
mained seven  days,  producing  no  trouble,  and  but  slight  marks  of  the 
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clamps.  The  posterior  portion  of  the  clamps  had  sunk  a  little  into  the 
tissues,  and  when  they  were  removed,  a  little  excoriation  was  left,  which 
«oon  healed.  Dr.  Markoe  exhibited  the  patient  to  the  Society,  with 
complete  union  of  the  edges  of  the  wound. 

The  other  case  was  one  of  unnatural  opening  of  the  urethra  anterior 
«to  the  scrotum,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  extent,  widely  exposing 
the  cavity  of  the  canal,  the  result  of  an  accident.  The  following  operation 
was  performed  with  a  view  of  closing  the  opening.  The  uretnra  was 
€rst  opened  through  the  perineum,  and  a  female  catheter  properly  se- 
cured, and  left  without  a  plug,  to  draw  off  the  urine  and  prevent  its 
coming  in  contact  with  the  wound  made,  to  close  the  false  opening  ante- 
riorly. An  incision  was  made  around  the  opening,  about  a  line  from  its 
margin,  which  was  prolonged  anteriorly  and  posteriorly  about  half  an 
inch  beyond  the  extremities  of  the  opening.  The  flaps  were  then  dis- 
sected up  from  the  body  of  the  penis,  and  brought  together  in  the  me- 
dian line  by  means  of  Dr.  Sims's  suture  apparatus*  On  the  9th  day  after 
the  operation,  April  1st,  the  apparatus  was  removed.  Union  had  taken 
place  along  the  entire  wound,  and  no  excoriation  or  suppuration  what- 
ever had  been  produced  by  the  wires  or  the  clamps.  On  the  18th  of 
April,  the  catneter  was  removed  from  the  perineum,  and  the  water 
allowed  to  flow  through  the  urethra.  The  cicatrix  is  complete  and 
perfectly  firm,  and  the  perineal  wound  rapidly  closing. 

Dr.  Buck  reported  that  he  had  also  made  use  of  the  clamp  suture 
of  Dr.  Sims,  in  a  case  of  recUhvaginal  fistula  with  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  The  fistula,  consisting  of  a  transverse  slit,  three-eighths  of  an 
^ch  in  length,  was  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  median  line,  about 
one  inch  and  a  half  above  the  perineum,  with  its  right  extremity  ter- 
minating at  the  median  line.  It  traversed  the  septum  obliquely  from 
above  downwards,  and  before  backwards.  The  opening  was  the  re- 
mains of  what  had  been  originally  an  extensive  laceration  of  the  peri- 
neum and  recto-vaginal  septum,  by  which  all  control  of  the  contents  of 
the  bowels,  gaseous,  as  well  as  liquid  and  solid,  had  been  destiroyed,  and 
the  patient's  condition  rendered  most  deplorable.  By  a  succession  of 
operations,  commenced  on  the  7th  of  November,  1849,  consisting  of  su- 
ture operations  and  the  actual  cautery,  a  substantial  new  perinenm  had 
been  constructed,  and  the  integrity  of  the  anus  restored,  and  the  com- 
munication between  the  vagina  and  rectum  reduced  to  the  dimensions 
above  stated. 

Operation,  April  18th,  1 854.  The  parts  being  previously  benumbed, 
by  filling  the  vagina  and  rectum  with  ice,  the  fistula  was  circumscribed 
by  an  elliptical  incision,  having  its  long  diameter  about  one  inch  in 
kiigth,  and  parallel  with  the  median  line.  Three  silk  threads  were  then 
passed  through  the  opposite  edges  of  the  opening  at  equal  distances, 
and  served  to  draw  tnrough  in  their  places  a  corresponding  number  of 
fine  silver  wire  ligatures.  The  ends  of  these  wires  were  passed  through 
the  slits  of  two  flexible  leaden  clamps,  which,  when  brought  into  place» 
4ipplied  themselves,  one  on  either  side,  to  the  edges  of  the  wound,  after 
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the  manner  of  the  quill  suture.  The  ends  of  the  wires  were  then  armed 
each  with  a  perforated  shot,  and  those  on  the  right  of  the  wound  were 
knotted  to  hold  the  shot  in  place.  The  opposite  ends  of  the  wires,  on 
the  left  side  of  the  wound,  were  then  seized,  and  the  shot  slipped  down 
upon  the  clamp  of  the  same  side,  till  the  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  into  close  coaptation.  At  this  moment  the  shot  were  pinched . 
upon  the  wires,  and  so  prevented  from  slipping.  In  adjusting  the  low- 
est of  the  three  wires,  it  unfortunately  broke.  Instead  of  replacing  it. 
Dr.  Sims,  who  performed  this  part  of  the  op3ration,  cut  off  the  lower 
ends  of  the  clamps,  and  introduced  a  single  wire  suture,  armed  with 
shot  only.  The  parts  were  thus  held  in  very  exact  coaptation,  and 
without  the  patient  experiencing  any  sensation  of  soreness.  The  pa- 
tient was  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  catheter,  and  charged  not  to  sepa- 
rate the  limbs  or  quit  the  recumbent  posture.  On  the  sixth  day,  ft 
menstrual  discharge  occurred,  out  of  season,  and  continued  quite  copi- 
ously for  three  days.  The  bowels  remained  quiet  till  the  fifteenth  day, 
when  they  were  easily  moved  with  a  mild  laxative.  To  keep  them  at 
resc,  the  patient  had  restricted  herself  to  a  very  sparing  allowance  of 
food,  chiefly  concentrated  beef  tea  and  coffee,  and  had  Uken,  mornings 
and  evening,  a  few  drops  of  Elixir  opii.  On  the  seventeenth  day,  the 
first  examination  was  made,  and  the  lower  single  suture  removed.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  the  clamp  sutures  were  removed,  and  union  found 
complete,  without  any  alceration  or  suppuration  beneath  the  shot  or  the 
clamps,  or  any  discharge  of  matter  from  the  tracks  occupied  by  the 
wires.  On  the  following  day,  the  patient  left  her  bed,  and  has  been 
about  ever  since. 

Dr.  Buck  considers  this  case  to  have  afforded  a  severe  test  of  Dr. 
Sims'  method ;  and  regards  his  suture  apparatus  as  a  most  ingenious 
and  valuable  invention,  entitling  Dr.  Sims  to  the  highest  credit  and  con- 
sideration for  the  ingenuity  and  patient  perseverance  displayed  in  bring- 
ing it  to  perfection. 

Dr.  Post  said  he  had  reported  some  time  ago  a  case  of  stone  in  the 
bladder,  which  he  had  treated  by  the  lithontriptic  method.  At  the  first 
operation,  seventeen  grains  were  obtained  ;  six  days  after,  the  operation 
was  repeated,  and  resulted  in  the  removal  of  81  grains;  five  days 
later,  a  third  attempt  at  removal  of  fragments  was  unsuccessful ;  but  on 
the  12th  of  March,  a  small  Hthontrite  was  introduced,  and  four  pieces 
were  removed  uncrushed,  weighing  seventeen  grains ;  so  that  115  grains 
have  been  passed  in  all,  and  the  patient  is  now  apparently  well.  The 
stone  had  been  examined,  and  found  to  consist  of  oxalate  of  lime. 

Dr.  Post  stated  that  he  had  also  operated,  about  two  weeks  before, 
for  stone  in  the  bladder,  by  the  perineum,  and  gave  the  details  of  the 
case  and  of  the  operation.* 

*  TheM  two  oases  of  Dr.  Post  are  given  in  fall,  under  the  head  of  Origioal 
Commonications,  in  our  present  number. 
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Cauterization  of  the  Larynx  with  Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Wb  publish,  by  request  of  our  friend.  Dr.  J.  G.  Adams,  a  report  of 
the  first  case  in  which  M.  Trousseau,  of  Paris,  applied  a  strong  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx,  translated  by  Dr.  A.,  from  the  Ist  vol. 
of  the  Bulletin  de  Therapeutique,  a  Parisian  journal,  and  published  in 
1831 ;  and  we  do  this,  not  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  the  discus- 
sion which  has  been  recently  going  on  as  to  the  claim  of  priority  of  either 
of  the  parties  in  New  York  to  the  credit  of  having  been  the  first  to  per- 
form the  operation — for  we  consider  this  a  matter  of  comparatively 
trifling  importance — but  we  thought  that  the  report  of  the  case  during 
its  progress,  and  the  details  of  the  means  used  by  M.  Trousseau,  would 
prove  interesting  to  our  readers,  and  be  worthy  of  a  permanent  rec6rd. 
We  are  also  requested  to  state,  that  we  have  seen  a  letter  from  M. 
Trousseau  to  Dr.  Adams,  in  which  he  waives  for  himself  the  claim  of 
being  the  first  to  apply  niirate  of  silver  to  the  larynx,  and  refers  to  M. 
Bretonneau,  as  having  done  it  as  early  as  1818.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  case  of  M.  Trousseau  was  published  in  1831,  while  we  believe  that 
no  claim  is  made  for  the  use  of  this  mode  of  treatment  in  this  country 
previous  to  1838. 

M.  Trousseau  says,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  A.  '*  My  first  publications  on 
this  subject  were  in  1831,  in  the  Bulletin  de  ThSrapeutique,  pages  163 
and  216,^*  He  adds,  "  besides,  the  cauterization  which  M.  Bretonneau 
had  practiced  since  1818  in  the  treatment  of  croup,  before  and  after 
tracheotomy,  cauterizations  which  he  employed  for  the  trachea  and 
larynx  when  tracheotomy  had  been  performed,  encouraged  me  to  make 
use  of  an  energetic  topical  medication."  • 

The  followmg  remarks,  by  the  editor  of  the  Bulletin  de  ThSrapeutique 
accompanied  the  case  at  the  time  of  its  publication,  and  evince  the  inter- 
est felt  in  it : — 

"  Cauterization  with  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  of  the  superior  part  of  the 
Larynx,  in  Aphonia. — A  bold  plan  of  treatment  has  been  employed 
at  Hotel  Dieu,  by  M.  Trousseau,  with  a  success  which  we  are  about  to 
make  known  to  our  readers,  while  we  give  the  details  necessary  to  make 
apparent  the  simple  method  of  treatment  adopted." 
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^  A  youog  woman,  19  years  of  age,  entered  the  hoepital  with  a  com- 
plete aphoniCf  of  three  months'  duration,  and  which  had  resisted  every 
kmd  of  treatment.  A  sponge,  dipped  in  a  saturated  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  was  passed  into  the  back  part  of  the  throat  {au  fond  de  la 
gorge),  and  over  the  superior  part  of  the  larynx.  On  the  second  day^ 
power  of  articulation  returned,  but  in  an  imperfect  manner ;  on  \he  fourth 
day,  it  had  resumed  its  natural  pitch  {timbre)  and  clearness ;  and  on  the 
eighth  day,  she  was  discharged,  perfectly  cured.  We  have,  for  some 
time,  reminded  practitioners  that  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  suver  has  not 
been  sufficiently  extended.^ 

The  essay  by  M.  Trousseau,  ^  On  the  Treatment  of  Chronic  Apho- 
nia by  the  Application  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the  Mucous  Membrane  of 
the  Larynx,"  with  the  following  case  annexed,  was  published  in  1831, 
in  the  Bulletin  de  Thirapeutique,  vol.  i.,  p.  276  : — 

Henriette  Maillet,  aged  25  years,  entered  the  Salle  St  Paul,  at 
Hotel  Dieu,  on  the  29th  August,  1831,  M.  Trousseau  being  at  that 
time  in  attendance,  in  the  absence  of  M.  Recamier.  After  the  failure 
of  leeching  and  bleeding,  M.  Trousseau  says,  **  It  appeared  to  me,  that 
an  energetic  topical  medication  ought  to  be  attempted  above  every 
other,  and  I  resolved  to  apply  caustic  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
larynx.  I  made  use  of  the  following  method  of  applying  the  caustic  I 
took  a  whalebone,  of  the  thickness  of  one  and  a  half  lines  in  diameter  ; 
and  I  chose  it  of  that  size,  that  it  might  not  bend  too  easily.  I  heated 
it  in  the  flame  of  a  wax  candle  at  about  one  inch  from  ita  ex- 
tremity, and  when  it  had  softened  sufficiently,  I  bent  it  so  as  to  form 
an  angle  of  80  degrees ;  then,  at  the  extremity  of  the  whalebone,  I 
made  a  deep  circular  hollow,  and  attached  firmly  to  it  a  small 
sponge,  of  a  spherical  form,  and  of  six  lines  in  diameter.  I  dipped  the 
sponge  in  a  saturated  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  until  it  would  not  let 
the  caustic  liqiud  drop,  unless  a  slight  pressure  was  made  upon  it. 
This  being  done,  I  caused  the  mouth  of  the  patient  to  be  widely  opened ; 
I  depressed  the  tongue  firmly  with  the  handle  of  a  spoon,  and  then  intro- 
duced the  porte  caustique.  As  soon  as  I  had  passed  the  isthmus  of 
the  throat,  I  struck  against  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  with  the 
curve  of  the  whalebone. 

A  movement  of  deglutition  immediately  occurred,  which  carried  the 
larynx  upwards.  I  seized  this  opportunity  for  drawing  forward  the  sponge, 
which  I  nad  passed  in  (enfonc6e)  up  to  the  entrance  of  the  oesophagus. 
By  this  manoeuvre,  I  came  back  again  upon  the  entrance  to  the  larynx,  in 
raising  up  the  oesophagus ;  and  then,  pressing  firmly  on  the  base  of  the 
tongue  with  the  portion  of  whalebone  in  the  mouth,  I  pressed  out  the 
sponge  into  the  larynx  ("j'exprimai  T^ponge  dans  le  larynx^),  being 
wonderfully  assisted  by  the  convulsive  movements  of  the  pharynx,  and 
by  the  efforts  made  bv  the  patient  to  respire  the  air,  the  passage  of 
which  I  had  intercepted. 

This  operation  did  not  occupy  a  quarter  of  a  minute.  I  withdrew 
the  sponge,  and  immediately  there  occurred  cough  and  expectoration 
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of  saliya.  After  two  or  three  minates,  all  these  phenomena  ceased; 
there  remained  neither  saliyation,  nor  coagh.  The  patient  did  not  per- 
ceiye  any  acute  pain  in  the  throat ;  she  complained  only  of  an  insupport- 
able taste  (of  the  solution).  *  *  *  * 
On  the  5ih  day,  the  voice  was  clearer  and  stronger ;  the  pain  caused  by 
the  cauterization  was  still  perceived  at  the  top  of  the  larynx ;  but  it  was 
very  tolerable,  and  did  not  prevent  the  patient  from  eating  bread,  and 
solid  aliments.  Finally,  to  complete  the  case,  the  voice  resumed  rapidly 
its  accustomed  tone,  and  Henriette  Maillet,  on  the  IQth  September,  1831, 
left  the  Hospital,  perfectly  cured,  and  since  that  time  has  continued 
vrell." 

M.  Trousseau  remarks  that  ^  this  case,  insulated  as  it  is,  seemed  to 
be  worthy  of  record  in  this  journal,  since  it  is,  as  he  believes,  the  only 

therapeutical  fact  of  this  nature  in  the  records  of  science.'' 

%  %  %  %  m  %  «r 

^In  conclusion,"  says  M.  Trousseau,  ''it  remains  to  determine 
whether  there  passed  into  the  larynx  a  large  quantity  of  the  caustic 
solution :  there  passed  in  very  little,  beyond  a  doubt,  but  this  little  veas 
sufficient  to  proauce  a  prompt  and  permanent  cure. 

'*  But  even  in  case  a  single  drop  of  the  caustic  fluid  had  not  pene- 
trated into  the  glottis,  it  is  evident^  that  the  solution  must  have  extended 
itself  by  proximity  upon  the  mucous,  tissues  When  we  make  use 
of  topical  medication,  we  cure  the  entire  diseased  surface,  even  though 
the  medicament  has  not  been,  for  the  most  part,  in  contact  with 
but  certain  isolated  points  of  the  diseased  surface.^' 

(Signed)  A.  TROUSSEAU. 


Wb  owe  it  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  the  delegates  from  our  State  who 
attended  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  St. 
Louis,  to  say  that  vtre  had  no  other  authority  for  the  remark  in  our  last 
number,  that  the  change  in  the  publication  of  the  Transactions  from 
Philadelphia  to  this  city  was  made  ^  in  accordance  with  the  expressed 
wishes  of  the  New  York  delegation,"  than  an  assertion  to  thb  effect  in  the 
St.  Louis  duly  paper  from  which  we  made  up  our  report  of  the  minutes 
of  that  meeting.  We  give  place,  therefore,  with  pleasure,  to  the  annexed 
letter  from  Dr.  Blatchford,  of  Troy,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation,  and 
regret  if  we  have  been  instrumental  in  giving  a  wrong  impression  on  the 
subject.  We  understand  that  in  the  discussion  to  which  the  question  of 
removal  gave  rise,  it  was  asserted  that  the  printing  could  not  be  done 
here,  or,  at  least,  not  so  advantageously  as  at  Philadelphia.  We  trust 
that  the  Committee,  by  the  promptness  with  which  they  get  out  the 
volume,  and  the  style  in  which  they  get  it  up,  will  show  that  our  city 
will  not  prove  recreant  to  the  trust  committed  to  her. 
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To  H.  D.  BuLKLST,  M.D.,  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times. 

Dear  Sik, — I  have  just  read  the  remarks  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Medical  Times  respecting  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical. 
Association,  at  St.  Louis.  Will  you  allow  me  a  little  space  to  make  a 
correction?  You  say  "The  change/' alluding  to  the  transfer  of  the 
Committee  on  Publication  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  "  is  said  to 
have  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  New 
York  delegation."  The  New  York  delegation,  to  my  knowledge,  bad 
but  one  meeting,  and  that  was  to  nominate  one  of  our  number  as  a 
member  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  Of  that  meeting  I  was  chair- 
man, and  the  subject  at  that  time  was  not  broached.  Besides,  during 
the  progress  of  the  debate  which  followed  upon  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  it  was  distinctly  stated  by  at  least 
one  of  the  speakers,  Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  that  the  proposition  came  not  from  New 
York,  but  from  another  source  altogether. 

I  was  myself  opposed  to  the  change  from  the  beginning,  and  voted 
against  it  throughout.  I  viewed  the  manner  in  which  the  movement 
was  brought  about  as  necessarily  reflecting  upon  the  character  and 
fidelity  of  some  of  our  oldest  and  best  friends.  I  viewed  it,  too,  as 
likely  to  prove  deleterious  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Association 
itself,  inasmuch  as  it  would  in  all  probability  diminish  the  amount  of 
sales.  I  was  especially  opposed  to  the  very  objectionable  resolution  of 
Dr.  Breckenridge,  that,  in  effect,  hereafter  we  should  have  a  sort  of 
itinerant  publication  office—SL  measure  which,  if  allowed^  it  seems  to  me 
would  be  fatal  to  our  existence. 

With  this  exception,  as  you  observe,  the  meeting  was  a  very  plea- 
sant one,  and  one  I  think  calculated  to  leave  a  very  favorable  impression 
in  the  West. 

Ever,  believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

THOS.  W.  BLATCHFORD. 
Troy,  June  16,  1854. 


fyniBfrnkntt 


"  Gleanings  Abroad** — Naples.    No.  6.     By  an  Ex-Editob. 

June  2Sdf  1854. 
Mr.  Editor  : — Owing  to  the  haste  in  which  I  drew  up  my  last  No.» 
on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  Paris,  I  omitted  to  speak  of  sundry 
little  matters  which  may  perhaps  interest  your  readers.  Let  us,  then,  go 
back  to  Naples.  On  arriving  off  the  port,  at  7  A.  M.,  we  were  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Commission,  a  very  thick-Leaded,  savage-looking  trie, 
who  held  a  parley  with  our  captain,  at  two  oars'  length  from  the  steamer. 
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After  receiving  all  the  necessary  inteHigence,  they  took  their  departure, 
to  deliberate  upon  and  decide  our  fate.  In  the  mean  time,  we  vere 
quite  uneasy  as  to  the  prospects  of  our  being  ordered  to  perform  quar- 
antine for  ten  days  at  the  island  of  Nisida,  opposite  PuzzuoU.  Although 
two  weeks  had  elapsed  since  our  departure  from  Paris,  such  is  the  dread 
of  cholera  in  this  region,  and  such  the  besotted  ignorance  and  old  fogy- 
ism  of  the  high  functionaries,  that  our  position  was  any  thing  but  agree- 
able. However,  in  about  two  hours,  we  were  relieved  from  our  suspense, 
and  allowed  to  land.  Eighteen  years  previously,  I  had  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  these  same  old/offiea,  and  had  then  been  condemned  to  suffer 
a  quarantine  of  forty-eight  hours,  because,  forsooth,  we  had  touched  at 
Genoa,  and  because  that  a  vessel  from  New  Orleans  had  arrived  at  Genoa 
in  the  month  of  February;  the  aforesaid  port  of  New  Orleans  having, 
in  the  summer  previous,  been  affected  with  yellow  fever.  This  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  progress  in  this  benighted  country,  where  phthisis  is  yet 
considered  contagious,  where  dying  patients,  or  those  supposed  to  be 
about  to  die,  are  transferred  to  the  **  dyin^  ward,"  and  where  the  miracle 
of  the  blood  of  St.  Januarius  liquifying  is  still  annually  performed  and 
believed  in  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  essentia  to  the  preservation  of  good  order,  and 
to  the  stability  of  the  government.  In  this  same  Naples  may  be  nightly 
witnessed  the  interment  of  the  poorer  classes,  as  if  they  were  cats  or  dogs. 
The  dead-carts  arrive  at  the  Campo  Santo  at  eight  o'clock,  one  of  the 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  pits  are  opened,  and  bodies  which  have  been 
collected  during  the  previous  twenty-four  hours  are  thrown  out,  unshroud- 
ed  and  coffinless,  into  this  Golgotha.  The  spectacle  is  too  shocking  and 
revolting  even  for  medical  eyes.  Yet,  while  man  is  so  vile,  is  Naples  a 
terrestrial  paradise,  "  situated  on  the  verge  of  Elysium,  enjoying  all  the 
advantages  of  land  and  water,  on  the  confines  of  earth  and  ocean."  I  found 
the  climate  variable,  and  dependent  on  the  direction  of  the  wind.  So  late 
as  the  28th  of  March,  an  overcoat  was  necessary,  particularly  when 
riding ;  there  was  also  recent  snow  upon  Vesuvius  and  the  mountains  adja- 
cent; and  when  the  sirocco  blew  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  effect  was 
enervating,  depressing  both  mind  and  body.  When  the  tramontana 
comes  down  from  the  Appenines,  the  air  is  chilling  cold ;  and  invalids 
find  great  di£Bculty  in  keeping  themselves  comfortably  warm,  the  doors 
and  windows  being  very  open,  and  fires  a  great  rarity.  The  promontory 
of  Sorrento,  across  the  bay,  is  more  equable  in  temperature,  and  there- 
fore preferred  by  pulmonary  invalids.  The  physique  of  the  Neapolitans 
is  admirable,  more  especially  that  of  the  men,  the  women  havmg  but 
little  beauty  to  spare ;  the  physiognomy  is  Grecian.  The  lazzaroni 
(lazy-roonies)  are  walking  Apollos,  in  grace  and  action  perfect  types  of 
man.  Their  diet  is  exclusively  vegetable  and  farinaceous,  maccaroni 
being  to  them  the  staff  of  life.  I  am  sorry  that  I  can  not  say  much 
for  their  morality,  as  the  great  mass  of  them  are  either  pimps^  beggars, 
or  thieves.  So  adroit  are  they  at  stealing  pocket-handkerchiefs,  that  it 
ia  usual  for  travelers  to  carry  this  article  of  the  toilette  in  their  hats,  or 
else  not  to  trust  themselves  on  the  pave  at  all.    The  streets  are  narrow 
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lanes,  with  beams  stretched  across,  to  keep  the  houses  from  inmbling 
together,  filthy  and  offensive  to  the  last  degree :  the  Toledo  and  the 
Chiaja  are  exceptions  in  this  respect.  The  mortality  in  Naples  is 
very  large,  qm  ttsenty-eighth  part  of  the  population  being  annually  car- 
ried off.  This  may  be  attributed,  in  part,  to  moral  and  political  caases, 
rather  than  to  climate ;  I  found,  on  inquiry,  that  phthisis  was  very  com- 
mon. To  the  medical  traveler,  a  visit  to  the  MuUo  Borbonieo  is 
intensely  interesting.  He  here  sees  a  complete  epitome  of  Roman  life, 
in  the  vast  collection  of  objects  from  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum.  Not 
to  enumerate  any  that  are  not  of  professional  interest,  he  will  here  see  the 
drugs  of  the  apothecary,  the  iostruments  of  the  surgeon  and  accoucheur, 
and  even  the  sign,  painted  in  red  letters,  indicating  the  name  and  pro- 
f esMon.  I  saw  laneett^  probes,  icalpeU,  sounds,  catheters,  drsssingiforeepsp 
cautery  irons,  cupping  apparatus,  all  made  of  bronze,  with  the  cutting 
edges  hardened  by  a  peculiar  process  now  unknown;  also  two  specula  «te- 
n,  one  with  two  valves  like  Ricord's,  another  with  three  valves,  opening 
by  a  screw  ingeniously  contrived  to  force  open  the  valves.  This  last  was 
remarkably  well  fabricated,  and  is  as  perfect  as  when  first  made.  Here 
are  also  gilt  pills,  boluses,  and  any  quantity  of  apothecaries*  ware.  To 
me,  the  most  interesting  relic  in  the  whole  collection  was  the  skull  of  the 
Jaithful  sentinely  that  was  found  at  the  gate  of  Pompeii,  at  his  post ;  his 
bronae  helmet  is  ineapite.  There  are  two  other  skulls  in  this  collection,  being 
those  of  two  culprits,  who  were  found  with  "  their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks.'* 
The  ashes  of  the  wife  of  Diomede  are  here  preserved,  as  is  also  the  heme 
of  her  ritag  finger,  with  the  gold  ring  attached.  A  curious  ring^  in  fine 
gold,  is  here  shown,  with  a  Phallus  engraved  upon  it,  beautifully  exe* 
cuted.  This  sort  of  ring  was  worn  by  barren  women,  in  hope  of  becom- 
ing fertile. 

In  the  apartment  of  the  '*  Oggetti  riservati,^*  which  is  now  a  sealed 
room  and  inaccessible,  I  saw,  at  my  first  visit  in  1886,  all  those  objects 
which,  from  their  peculiar  character  or  their  indecency^  were  not 
suited  for  the  public  gaze ;  such  as  ladies'  work  boxes  or  flower-stands 
with  obscene  figures  upon  them,  necklaces,  earrings,  bracelets  and  amu- 
lets of  the  same  character,  steelyards  and  even  a  sarcophagus  covered 
with  the  grossest  emblems  of  obscenity  and  crime.  Never  shall  I 
forget  the  comical  expression  of  the  face  of  the  guide  who  was  descanting 
upon  the  individual  merits  of  these  works  of  art ;  pointing  to  a  vase  in 
basso  relievo,  representing  the  act  of  generation  as  performed  by  dogs, 
he  exclaimed,  **  YoWk,  Messieurs,  les  chiens,  toujours  malheureux  !!" — 
This  was  Roman  civilization ;  these  are  relics  of  the  days  of  Yiigil  and 
Cicero,  of  Maecenas  and  Horace,  of  Yarro  and  Hortensius ; — ^this  the 
Augustan  age  of  Heathenism.  In  the  city  of  Pompeii,  whence  most  of 
these  objects  were  procured,  one  sees  yet,  upon  the  walls  of  two  houses, 
a  relievo  representation  of  the  god  Priapus :  whether  these  were  for  the 
residence  of  public  women  or  not,  is  a  disputed  point  among  antiqua- 
rians, but  the  probabilities  are  in  favor  of  their  having  been  so  appro- 
priated.    The  temple  of  JEsculapius,  and  also  of  Mercury,  are  in  good 
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preseryation ;  an  apothecary's  shop  has  for  its  si^  a  serpent  derouriDg 
a  pine-apple,  emblematical  of  Pnidence  triumphing  oyer  Death  ;  it  is 
Bumbered,  and  the  name  of  the  proprietor  is  on  the  hall  in  red  paint. 
The  streets  are  narrow,  the  houses  hare  low  ceilings,  with  an  open  court 
in  the  center,  a  covered  portico,  into  which  open  several  small  apart- 
ments, with  no  ventilation  except  through  the  doors.  The  house  of 
Diomed,  the  largest  jet  discovered,  has  three  stories,  but  two  of  them 
are  under  ground ;  twenty-eight  skeletons  were  found  in  this  house,  two 
of  them,  that  of  Diomed  and  his  slave,  being  found  very  near  the  door, 
running  away,  the  former  with  a  bag  of  money  in  his  hand  ;  his  wine* 
cellars  are  in  perfect  preservation,  and  were  well  filled ;  it  is  situated  hard 
by  the  Herculaneum  Gate.  Only  one-fifth  part  (^  the  city  is  uncovered 
by  the  excavations,  and  as  these  are  still  progressing,  we  may  expect 
BtiU  more  interesting  discoveries,  and  may  yet  find  a  complete  armamentum 
ehirurgicum  of  some  Pompeiian  Valentine  or  Sir  Astley.  The  Chrotta 
del  Cane  on  the  Lake  of  Agnano,  two  miles  from  Naples,  is,  to  the  med* 
ical  philosopher,  worth  a  visit  The  cave  is  on  a  hill  side,  the  floor  of 
the  cave  b^ng  of  a  sandy  loam ;  it  is  kept  closed  by  a  door,  when  not 
in  exhibition.  On  approaching  the  cave,  the  guides  demand  whether 
you  will  see  the  **  sperimento :  the  bargain  being  made,  which,  in  our 
case,  was  for  four  carlini,  a  terrier  dog  is  taken  and  laid  down  on  the  floor 
of  the  cave  with  the  door  open ;  he  is  held  down  at  first  for  a  few 
seconds,  when  he  becomes  insensible,  the  respiration  very  labored,  with 
discoloration  of  the  lips,  upturning  of  the  eye,  and  frothing  at  the 
mouth;  after  one  and  a-half  minutes  he  is  taken  out  and  thrown  upon 
the  green  sward,  where  he  soon  recovers  himself,  and  is  about  as 
lively  as  before.  Indeed,  I  was  surprised  at  this  rapid  recovery  from  the 
effects  of  the  poison.  Three  minutes'  inhalation  of  the  gas  is  fatal. 
The  stream  of  carbonic  acid  gas  is  about  twelve  inches  in  depth,  and 
can  be  easily  dipped  up  in  the  hand  or  hat,  having  the  characteristic 
pungent  odor ;  the  extinguishing  of  the  torch  is  beautifully  shown, 
and  the  line  of  gas  is  very  level  throughout.  Near  by,  is  the  Grotto 
d*Ammonia,with  deposits  of  the  carbonate  on  the  sides  of  the  excavation, 
and  a  very  powerful  odor  of  carbonate  of  ammonia.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road  are  the  hotbaths  of  St.  Germane,  much  used  in  rheu- 
matism ;  they  are  open  at  the  top,  as  the  vapor  is  too  hot  to  be  re- 
spired in  a  close  room.  On  returning  from  Baia,  we  visited  the  hot  baths 
of  Nero  on  the  sea-side,  half-way  up  the  rocky  bluff,  and  extending  for 
some  distance  into  the  calcareous  tufa ;  hot  vapor  is  seen  escaping  by 
the  roof  of  the  cave ;  the  guide  took  a  pail  with  an  ^gg  in  it,  and  went 
down ;  after  two  minutes  he  returned  panting,  and  dissolved  in  sweat ; 
the  egg  was  overdone.  The  present  guide  has  been  on  duty  for  two 
years.  I  inquired  for  my  old  acquaintance,  his  predecessor ;  but  he  had 
been  boiled  out  of  existence  some  time  since.  The  miserable  appearance 
of  the  present  guide  convinced  me  that  he  could  not  take  six  and  eight 
vapor  baths  a  day  without  great  detriment.  These  baths  are  much  resorted 
to  in  summer  by  gouty  and  rheumatic  invalids.   Near  Puzzuoli  are  other 
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hotbaths.  Indeed  the  whole  line  of  coast,  from  Misennm  to  VeBuviiu, 
abounds  in  hot  springs,  &c.,  occurring  in  the  tufa  rock.  Abore  Puteoli 
or  Po2zuoli>  on  a  high  hill,  is  the  Solfateara^  a  crater  of  a  volcano  now 
nearly  extinct ;  here  are  extensive  alum  and  sulphur  works ;  the  ground 
has  a  peculiarly  hollow  sound  when  struck  by  a  falling  body.  At  one 
extremity  is  a  cavern  whence  the  hot  vapor  rushes  out  with  a  n<Hae 
like  the  escape  of  steam  from  a  large  boiler ;  this  phenomenon  is  almoat 
constant,  and  only  ceases  when  Vesuvius,  ten  miles  off,  is  in  eruption. 
On  descending  to  Pozsuoli,  we  were  surrounded  by  priaptis  merehantSt 
in  brisk  competition ;  these  Priapi  are  in  bronze  and  well  made,  with  a 
small  ring  for  suspension  round  the  neck,  or  to  a  watoh;guard.  Whether 
they  are  now  sold  as  charms  againtt  barrenness,  or  as  obscene  objects,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  determine ;  certain  it  is,  that  they  are  offered  indis- 
criminately to  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  this  occurs  in  the  city  of  Puteoli,  where  the  great  apostle  to 
the  Gentiles  landed  on  his  way  to  Rome.  A  sermon  from  such  autho- 
rity would  surely  not  be  out  of  place  at  the  present  day.  This  exhibition 
is  only  one  of  the  many  relics  of  heathenism  now  met  with  in  this  region. 
I  have  done  with  Naples.    Yours, 

J.  G.  ADAMS. 
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Handbook  of  Chemistry,  theoretical,  practical,  and  technical.  By  F.  A. 
Abel,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  at  the  Roy.  Mil.  Academy,  Woolwich ; 
and  Assistant  Teacher  of  Chemistry  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital ; 
and  C.  L.  Bloxam,  formerly  First  Assistant  to  the  Roy.  Coll.  of 
Chemistry.  With  a  Preface  by  Dr.  Hofmann :  and  numerous  illus- 
trations on  wood.     Philadelphia:  Blanchard <&  Lea«  1854;  pp.  681. 

This  work  is  intended  as  a  laboratory-guide  to  the  chemical  student, 
and  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  experience  of  its  authors,  who  received 
their  chemical  education  under  Dr.  A.  W.  Hofmann,  and  officiated  for 
some  years  as  his  assistants,  and  have  enjoyed  ample  opportunities  for 
perfecting  themselyes  in  every  department  of  analysis.  Their  work 
embodies  all  the  necessary  instruction  in  chemical  manipulation,  a 
concise  account  of  general  chemistry,  as  far  as  it  is  inyolved  in  the 
operations  of  the  laboratory,  and  also  qualitative  and  quantitattye 
analysis.  The  plan  of  instruction  adopted  in  analysis  is  essentially  that 
first  introduced  by  Baron  Liebig,  modified  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
gress of  science,  and  which  Dr.  Hoffmann  is  himself  daily  in  the  habit  of 
employing.  The  aim  of  the  authors  has  been  to  make  their  work  as 
practical  as  possible,  and  to  supply  information  upon  points  which, 
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thongb  apparently  trifling,  form  serious  obstacles  in  the  path  of  the 
beginner,  and  which  are  not  generally  explained  in  treatises  on  scientific 
chemistry.  In  the  portions  devoted  to  chemical  manipulation,  the  yari- 
OU8  operations  are  described,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  would  occur  in  the  laboratory.  Chemical  equations  are  freely  used 
throughout  that  part  of  the  work  which  treats  of  elementary  chemistry, 
and  care  has  been  takeii  to  render  the  history  of  this  branch  a  faithful 
representation  of  the  present  state  of  science.  In  the  portion  relating 
to  analytical  chemistry,  a  special  description  of  the  apparatus  and  opera- 
tions of  qualitative  and  quantitative  analysis  is  given.  Dr.  Hofmann 
certifies  to  the  qualifications  of  ihe  authors,  and  to  the  value  of  the  work 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  The  recent  date  of  the 
work,  and  the  complete  manner  in  which  the  authors  have  accomplished 
their  task,  have  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  the  American  editor  to  make 
any  additions  to  the  text.  A  number  of  woodcuts,  however,  have  been 
introduced  in  the  reprint,  to  supply  the  entire  want  of  them  in  the 
English  edition ;  and  as  thus  perfected,  we  doubt  not  that  the  work  will 
be  found  a  valuable  guide  to  those  engaged  in  chemical  operations. 

A  Monograph  an  the  FtBtal  Circulation^  with  three  Illustrations  on 
Wood.  By  E.  R.  Peaslee,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  in 
Dartmouth  College,  and  in  the  New  York  Medical  College ;  and  of 
Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Maine.  From  the  American 
Medical  Monthly,  May^  1854.  Baker,  Godwin  &  Co.  1854. 
pp.  26. 

The  object  of  this  Monograph,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Monthly,  is  to  show,  in  the  words  of  its  accomplished 
author,  that  ^'  the  view  of  the  foetal  circulation  which  is  adopted  by  the 
highest  authorities,  is  unsatisfactory  and  incorrect ;  and  to  propose  such 
a  view  as  the  present  state  of  science  demands."  The  views  of  the 
course  and  physiology  of  the  foetal  circulation,  at  present  generally  en- 
tertained, are  first  stated.  Anatomical  facts  are  then  advanced  to  prove 
that  the  assumed  function  of  the  Eustachian  valve  is  not  probable, 
which  are  followed  by  a  series  of  objections  to  the  physiological  views 
generally  entertained,  sustained  and  illustrated  by  investigations  and 
dbsections  of  Dr.  P.  himself,  as  well  as  derived  from  other  sources.  Six 
propositions,  embodying  the  physiology  of  the  foetal  circulation  as  at 
present  understood,  are  then  discussed  seriatim  ;  and  the  paper  concludes 
with  a  recapitulation  of  the  conclusions  at  which  the  author  has  arrived, 
and  which  constitute  such  a  view  of  the  foetal  circulation,  during  the 
last  half  of  foetal  life,  as  he  believes  that  the  present  state  of  physio- 
logical science  demands. 

We  annex  the  conclusions  which  present  the  view  of  the  festal  circula- 
tion required  by  the  present  state  of  physiological  science,  as  laid  down  by 
our  author,  and  recommend  this  pamphlet  to  the  careful  study  of  those 
qualified  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  researches : 
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iBt  The  human  foetus,  during  the  last  half  of  foetal  existence,  has 
a  reptile  eirculation — ^the  mammal  circobition  commencing  at  birth ; 
and  the  stracture  and  the  function  of  each  particular  part  of  its  circu- 
latory apparatus  are  in  subservience  to  thb  fundamental  fact  The 
characteristics  of  a  reptile  circulation  are— 1,  the  circulation  of  a  mixei 
blood  (and  of  the  same  degree  of  impurity)  through  both  the  aorta  to 
the  tissues,  and  through  the  pulmonary  artery  to  the  lungs ;  and  2,  the 
transmission  of  far  less  blood  to  the  aerating  apparatus  than  is  sent 
through  the  aorta. 

2.  The  foramen  orale  with  its  valve  is  the  only  simple  mechanism 
which  could  answer  the  requirements  of  the  case,  viz.  a  temporary 
reptile  circulation  with  a  capability  of  instantaneous  change  to  a  per- 
manent mammal  circulation,  the  foramen  becoming  permanently  dosed 
about  eight  days  after  birth. 

8.  The  ductus  arteriosus  is  merely  a  **  waste  pipe/'  conducting  into 
the  nearest  portion  of  the  aorta  that  part  of  the  blood  sent  into  the 
trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  which  the  collapsed  lungs  of  the  foetus 
are  unable  to  receive.  After  birth  the  latter  admit  all  the  blood,  and 
the  ductus  is,  therefore,  useless.  It  does  not  enter  the  descending  aorta, 
to  avoid  sending  its  blood  to  the  head  and  upper  extremities. 

4.  Though  the  lungs  are  more  solid  in  the  foetus  than  after  birth, 
they  are  prooably  permeated  by  about  two-thirds  of  the  blood  entering 
the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  this  is  returned  as  venous  blood 
to  the  left  auricle. 

5.  The  blood  arriving  in  the  right  auricle  from  the  two  vena  eavie  is 
completely  intermixed  by  the  diastole  and  systole  of  this  cavity ;  ami 
the  same  mixed  blood  is  therefore  transmitted  through  the  foramen 
ovale  mto  the  left  auricle.  Or,  if  by  any  possibility  more  placental 
blood  enters  that  cavity,  the  venous  blood  returned  by  the  pulmonary 
veins  most  probably  counterbalances  that  advantage. 

6.  The  Eustachian  valve  cannot  prevent  the  admixture  of  the  blood 
from  the  vena^  cave,  nor  direct  that  from  the  inferior  cava  at  onoe 
through  the  foramen  ovale ;  it  merely  prevents  regurgitation  from,  the 
auricle  into  the  inferior  vena  cava,  at  the  same  time  incidentally  pre* 
venting  the  current  from  the  superior  cava  from  impinging  so  foro&bfy 
upon  that  of  the  inferior.  Hence  the  valve  of  the  foramen  ovale  re- 
places it  to  some  extent,  in  respect  to  its  principal  function;  and,  tbere- 
fore,  it  becomes  atrophied  in  proportion  as  the  latter  is  developed. 

7.  No  artery  in  the  body  of  the  foetus  contains  arUrial  blood.  The 
aorta  and  pulmonary  artery,  and  all  their  branches,  contain  a  miaotd 
blood,  about  five  parts,  at  least,  venous  to  one  part  placental  The  pre- 
cise proportions,  however,  are  unimportant,  the  blood  being  of  a  At^A/y 
venous  character,  and  as  impure  in  the  aorta  a&  in  die  pulmonary  artery. 
Only  the  umbilical  vein  and  the  ductus  venosus  contain  pure  aerated 
placental  blood. 

8.  The  umbilical  arteries  contain  the  same  mixed  blood  as  the  aorta, 
and  possibly  return  one-sixth  of  the  blood  received  by  that  vessel ;  but 
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this  amount,  aerated  in  the  placenta  and  returned  by  the  umbilical  Y^na 
•flufiSces  to  maintain  the  low  standard  of  aeration  in  the  foetus. 

9.  The  head  and  upper  extremities  of  the  foetus  do  not  receive  a 
purer  blood  than  the  lower  parts  of  the  body.  They,  as  well  as  the 
digestive  and  urinary  apparatus,  are  earlier  developed,  in  accordance 
"with  a  general  law  of  development 

10.  The  foetal  liver  is  a  depurating  organ  only  so  far  as  it  secretes 
i)ile,  and  therefore,  to  a  slight  extent,  though  it  does  not  thus  convert 
venous  into  arterial  blood.  Its  large  development,  from  the  placental 
blood  abundantly  distributed  to  it,  has  relation  to  its  function  as  a  blood- 
making  and  not  as  a  bile-secreting  organ  ;  and  this  blood  becomes  venous 
in  the  capillaries  and  the  hepatic  veins,  as  all  analogy  proves. 

11.  The  trunk  of  the  vena  portse  is,  in  the  foetus,  both  the  nutrient 
artery  of  the  liver,  and  also  corresponds  to  the  vena  portae  of  the  adult 
— its  formative  branches  containing  venous  blood  from  which  the  bile  in 
the  meconium  is  probably  secreted. 

12.  Anatomy,  the  history  of  development,  and  comparative  physiol- 
ogy, combine  to  sustain  the  preceding  propositions. 

Vaccination,  and  the  Causes  of  the  Prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  New 
York  in  1863-4.  From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.  By 
Joseph  C.  Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Brooklyn  City 
Dispensary.     New  York:   1854,  pp.  20. 

In  this  small  pamphlet,  which  originally  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine,  Dr.  Hutchinson  has  directed  attention  to  a  subject 
of  great  importance,  as  well  as  of  great  interest,  and  has  contributed 
towards  the  vindication  of  vaccination  from  the  charge  of  want  of  anti- 
yariolous  power,  which  there  seems  to  be  rather  an  increasing  disposition 
to  bring  against  it.  Many  interesting  facts  are  stated,  with  statistical 
tables  from  different  sources.  Dr.  H.  deduces  the  following  conclusions 
from  his  reseatchee :  1.  That  the  recent  extensive  prevalence  of  small 
pox  in  New  York  may  be,  to  a  great  extent,  attributed  to  the  neglect 
cf  vaccination,  2.  Tc;fmpfrf(?c/t?ac«na^ton,  which  may  occur,  (1)  from 
not  observing  the  regular  progress  of  the  vaccine  disease ;  (2)  from  a 
-want  of  proper  regard  to  the  state  of  the  recipient;  (3)  from  injury  to 
the  vesicle ;  (4)  performing  the  operation  at  too  early  an  age ;  (5) 
using  lymph  taken  at  an  improper  stage  of  the  disease ;  (6)  peculiarity 
of  the  temperament  of  the  recipient ;  (7)  vaccinating  with  lymph  dete- 
riorated by  age,  or  any  of  the  above  causes.  3.  To  epidemic  influences. 
4.  To  a  neglect  of  re-vacdnation.  Dr.  H.  is  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
"  National  Vaccine  Institution,"  so  conducted  as  to  keep  ample  supplies 
of  pure  vaccine  virus,  and  also  of  legal  enactments  enforcing  vaccination 
under  severe  penalties.  We  should  be  glad  to  see  the  interest  in  this 
subject,  which  the  late  prevalence  of  this  loathsome,  and  too  frequently 
fatal  disease,  has  revived  in  our  midst,  kept  up,  and  not  suffered  to  die 
away  with  the  subsidence  of  the  alarm  which  its  presence  created.  The 
true  limits  of  the  preventive  efficacy  of  vaccination,  and  the  causes  of  its 
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faQare  afford  abundant  material  for  research,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn 
ihat  our  dispensaries  are  directing  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
collecting  material  which  promises  to  afford  yaloable  aid  to  future 
inquirers. 

Woman :  her  Diseases  and  Remedies,  A  series  of  letters  to  bis  class. 
By  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of 
Children,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  Member 
of  the  American  Med.  Association,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  Third  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854, 
pp.  672. 

The  extensive  circulation  which  two  editions  have  given  to  these 
letters  of  Dr.  Meigs  to  his  class  has  rendered  them  familiar  to  the  pro- 
fession generally,  and  we  need  only  announce  a  third  edition,  in  which 
the  work  has  reached  the  size  of  an  octavo  of  nearly  seven  hundred  pages. 
The  demand  for  another  edition  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  favor  with 
which  the  work  has  been  received  by  the  profession;  in  return  for  which,  it 
now  appears  much  enlarged  and  carefully  corrected.  The  high  standing 
of  Dr.  M.  as  a  practitioner  and  teacher  of  this  branch  of  medicine  is 
universally  recognized,  and  the  results  of  his  extensive  experience  will 
always  be  welcomed.  He  has  adopted,  intentionally,  the  most  familiar 
style  of  writing,  and  has  interspersed  his  discussions  with  quotations 
and  illustrative  anecdotes — a  point  in  which  we  can  not  agree  with  him, 
as  a  matter  of  either  taste  or  judgment ;  but  the  result  shows  that  this 
manner  of  presenting  his  opinions  and  teaching  has  proved  acceptable 
to  the  profession.  The  mechanical  execution  of  the  work  is  highly  cred- 
itable to  the  establishment  from  which  it  is  issued. 

Materia  Medica  ;  or^  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics.  By  William 
TuLLT,  M.D.  Vol.  1.  No.  10— August,  1863.  Springfield, 
Mass.    Published  by  Jefferson  Church,  M.D.,  1853. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  publication  of  this  work  has  been  de* 
layed  by  the  protracted  illness  of  its  respected  author,  who  is  now 
about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  who  suffers  from  some  of  the  infirmities 
incident  to  that  advanced  period  of  life.  The  publisher  continues  to  date 
the  numbers  at  the  time  they  were  due,  which  causes  their  dates  to  be 
some  months  prior  to  the  time  of  actual  publication.  The  present  num- 
ber concludes  the  proem  to  the  Class  Nausiatica,  and  is  mostly  occupied 
with  the  proem  to  the  Class  Leantica,  more  familiarly  known  under  the 
name  of  Demulcents  and  Emollients,  both  of  which  are  embraced  under 
this  head.  The  publisher  states  that  there  b  reason  to  hope  that  the 
work  will  progress  more  rapidly  after  the  first  volume  i^  finished,  and 
we  trust  that  nothing  will  occur  to  interfere  with  its  speedy  completion^ 
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American. — To  destroy  'the  hitter  taste  of  gmntne.— Dr.  W.  H. 
Edwards  states,  in  the  June  number  6f  the  Stethoscope,  that  the  mu- 
cilage af  slippery-elm  bark  completely  destroys  the  bitter  taste  of 
quinine.  The  dose  of  quinine  is  to  be  dipped  in  the  middle  of  a  table- 
spoonfol  of  the  thick  mucilage,  and  then  fully  enveloped  in  it  by  means 
of  a  straw  or  the  point  of  a  knife,  care  being  taken  not  to  let  the  qui- 
nine  touch  the  sides  of  the  spoon.  When  thus  prepared,  nothmg  is 
tasted  but  the  mucilage. 

Elephantiasis  of  the  Cheeks. — Dr.  Boileau,  a  resident  of  the  island 
of  Mauritius,  says  that  a  remedy  has  been  found  for  this  hitherto  in- 
curable disease,  in  the  bevilacqua  or  hydrocotylus  asiatica,  a  plant  of  the 
umbelL'ferous  family.  Dr.  B.  cured  himself  of  the  disease,  and  cites, 
in  favor  of  the  new  remedy,  the  amelioration  experienced  by  fifty-seven 
patients  in  the  civil  hospital  of  Mauritius.  He  would  consider  three  of 
these  cases  cured,  were  he  not  aware  of  the  tendency  to  relapse  in  this 
disease.  The  powder  of  the  whole  plant  is  the  form  in  whole  it  is  given* 
—  Virginia  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal. 

SmaU  Pox  and  Vaceination. — During  an  epidemic  of  small  pox,  at 
Turin,  Italy,  out  of  1,000  vaccinated  persons,  only  one,  according  to  Dr. 
Griva,  was  attacked  by  small  pox,  whilst  of  1,000  who  had  once  had 
variola,  three  suffered  a  second  time.  At  Geneva  the  ratio  in  each  case  was 
augmented,  but  the  proportion  remained  the  same ;  3  in  1,000,  and  9  in 
1,000.  Hence,  vaccinia  would  appear  to  be  a  better  preservative  thaa 
variola  itself. — Virginia  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

FoRBiQN. — Deaths  from  Chlor(fonn, — Another  has  to  be  added  to 
the  victims  of  this  agent — a  woman,  in  Paris,  40  years  of  age,  upon 
whom  M.  Richard  was  about  to  operate  for  uterine  polypus.  The  post- 
mortem examination  threw  no  light  upon  the  case. 

A  case  is  also  recorded  in  the  Association  Medical  Journal  for  7th 
April,  of  a  female,  45  years  of  age,  about  to  undergo  an  operation  for 
the  removal  of  a  cancerous  tumor  of  the  breast.  About  an  ounce  of 
chloroform  was  given. 

A  case  occurred  also  at  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary,  reported  in  the 
same  journal  for  Feb.  4th.  The  victim  was  a  woman,  59  years  of  age, 
placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
luxation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  of  eiffht  weeks'  standing,  reduced. 
Bat  two  drachms  had  been  inhaled  berore  the  fatal  effect  was  pro* 
duced. 

Existence  of  syphilis  in  France^  in  the  first  century  of  the  Christian 
era. — From  some  votive   inscriptions,  found  by  an  antiquary  in  the 
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ruins  of  a  temple  situated  near  the  source  of  the  Seine,  where  it  was 
the  custo\n  to  take  baths,  attesting  the  cure  of  different  diseases  of  the 
genito-urinary  apparatus  by  the  use  of  the  waters,  it  is  thought,  if  the 
conclusions  be  correct,  that  the  fact  is  established  of  the  existence  of 
syphilis  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Christian  era. 

Rapid  cure  of  itch,  and  itill  more  gpeedy  mode  of  disinfecting  the 
clothes  of  patients.  M.  Hardy,  of  the  Hospital  St.  Louis,  Paris,  cures 
itch  in  two  hours,  and  it  is  now  ascertained  that  both  the  acari  and 
their  eggs  can  be  destroyed  by  exposing  the  clothing  to  a  temperature 
of  210°  F.,  in  an  iron  chest,  mounted  upon  a  simple  furnace,  without  any 
injury  to  the  clothes.  The  old  plan  of  immersing  the  clothes  in  boiling 
water  may  thus  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Presse  Midicale  Beige  says,  that,  in  Belgium,  it  is  a  commoa 
custom  I  in  some  diseases,  to  drink  bullock's  blood  in  the  morning  before 
breakfast,  while  still  hot,  in  increasing  doses.  Persons  suffering  from 
hemoptisifl,  or  exhausted  by  hemorrhage,  are  said  to  rally  rapidly  by 
taking  every  morning  half  a  pint  of  blood  in  the  slaughter-house,  be* 
fore  it  cools.  It  is  said  that  children  take  the  blood  readily,  but  that 
adults  loathe  it. — Association  Medical  Journal. 

Neto  copper  test  for  sugar  in  animal  fluids, — Dr.  C.  D.  Gibb  is 
accustomed  to  test  for  grape  sugar  in  animal  fluids,  by  adding  from 
half  a  grain  to  two  grains  of  black  protoxide  of  copper,  then  pouring 
in  liquor  potassae,  and  boiling  for  two  or  three  minutes.  The  liquid 
turns  of  a  more  or  less  cherry-color,  with  evolution  of  oxygen,  and 
the  red  sub-oxide  of  copper  is  precipitated.      The  test  is  very  delicate. 

Local  Treatment  of  Oout  and  JRJieumatism, — It  is  said  that  the  ex- 
treme pain  attending  acute  gouty  inflammation  may  be  very  quickly  re* 
lieved  by  the  application  of  pure  spirits  of  wine.  A  piece  of  lint  satu- 
rated in  the  spirits  is  to  be  laid  over  the  part,  and  then  covered  with  oil 
silk.  In  chronic  gout  and  rheumatism,  great  benefit  is  said  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  application  to  the  afflicted  joint  every  night  of  a  hot 
bread  poultice,  in  which  one  drachm  of  carbonate  of  soda  has  been 
mixed.    Painting  them  with  iodine  is  also  often  very  useful. 

Phosphate  of  lAme — its  relation  to  nutrition. — M.  Mouri^s  arrives  at 
the  following  conclusions,  in  a  paper  presented  to  the  French  Academy 
of  Medicine,  with  respect  to  the  phosphate  of  lime  : 

1.  The  phosphate  of  lime  performs  a  more  important  part  in  animals 
than  has  been  heretofore  supposed.  Independently  of  its  influence 
upon  the  formation  of  the  osseous  system,  it  also  acts  in  keeping  up 
irritability,  without  which  neither  assimalation  nor,  consequently,  nu- 
trition can  take  place  :  thus  a  decided  insufficiency  of  it  causes  death, 
with  all  the  symptoms  of  inanition,  while  a  less-marked  deficiency 
gives  rise  to  a  series  of  diseases  of  the  lymphatic  system. 

2.  The  nutrition  of  the  inhabitants  of  cities  is  insufficient  in  this, 
respect.  ^  Woman's  milk  is  consequently  deficient  on  the  same  principle^ 
and  the  infant  suffers,  as  the  foetus  did,  from  the  want  of  this  indispen- 
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sable  element.     Hence,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  enormous 
mortality  of  infant  children. 

8.  The  addition  of  this  salt  with  animal  matter  renders  the  food 
complete,  and  prevents  both  the  diseases  and  the  deaths  which  follow 
upon  the  insufficient  quantity,  or  the  absence,  of  the  phosphate  in  the 
bones. — Arch,  Oenev,  de  Med,, 'hiarchf  1854. 

Facial  Neuralgia  cured  by  Collodion. — A  man,  56  years  of  age,  N^ 
who  had  been  subject  to  facial  neuralgia  of  both  cheeks,  for  about  18  ^ 
months,  was  admitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu,  under  the  care  of  M.  Gu^rard. 
The  paroxysms  of  pain  usually  lasted  five  or  six  hours,  and  were  very 
severe,  and  were  daily  increasing  in  frequency  and  severity.  Various 
plans  of  treatment  had  been  resorted  to  without  producing  any  benefi- 
cial results.  M.  Qu^rard  now  prescribed  an  application  of  collodion  to 
the  neuralgic  points.  On  the  third  day  the  patient  was  better ;  the  im- 
provement was  progressive  for  a  week^  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  pa- 
roxysms ceased  to  appear. — Craz.  des  Hopitaux.^ 
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City.  Honor  to  Dr.  Marlyn  Paine.  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  Prof. 
Paine  has  been  recently  elected  a  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Gesellschaft 
furNatur  und  HeUkumdt  xu  Dresden-^iYiQ  first  instance  in  which  this  honor  has 
been  conferred  upon  an  American.  It  could  not  have  been  bestowed  upon  one 
more  deserving  of  it. 

Z  •/  BeUewe  Hospitaly-  The  number  of  patients  who  were  under  treatment  in 
-  this  institution  in  1853,  was  5,564.  One  hundred  and  eighty-one  were  born 
in  the  hospital.  Persons  discharged,  4,391 ;  died  daring  the  year,  579 ;  re- 
mainio^,  594.  Fully  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  were  occa- 
sioned by  diseases  which  are  generally  incurable,  among  which  phthisis  holds 
the  most  prominent  place.  The  number  of  Coroner's  cases  was  59 ;  of  which 
10  were  from  san-stroke.  Deducting  the  Coroner's  cases,  the  ratio  of  mor- 
tality last  year  was  9  1-8  per  cent. 

The  BlackweWs  Island  Hospital  exhibits  a  total  of  3,136  admissions, 
against  3,034  in  1852,  being  an  increase  of  102.  Death,  109 — a  decrease  of 
2.  The  worst  feature  in  the  returns  is  the  record  of  1,100  cases  syphilitic 
disorders.    Of  this  number,  four  proved  fatal. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  received  156  patients,  and  treated  12  who  re- 
mained from  the  previous  year — total,  168.  Thirty-nine  persons  died.  Dis- 
charged, 104.  Remaining  in  hospital,  25.  Increase  of  deaths,  9.  Rate  of 
mortality,  23.21  per  cent, 

I  In  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  487  patients  were  admitted,  making  the  whole 
number  for  the  year,  1,014.  Of  the  adoussions,  94  were  natives  and  393  for- 
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eignen.    One  hundred  and  fifteen  died,  a  decrease  of  16.     The  maniace,  from 
year  to  year,  have  become  more  mild  and  manageable. 

New  York  Society  for  Relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  cf  Medical  Men, 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  this  Society,  on  the  Slst  alt, 
Dra.  Beadle,  J.  G.  Adaou,  Woodvrard,  C.  D.  Smith,  and  Habbard  were  chosen 
stewards  of  the  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Society,  to  take  place  in  November 
next  Drs.  Bliss,  Woodward,  S.  C.  Foster,  H.  Sweeney,  and  W.  W.  Miner 
were,  at  the  same  time,  chosen  a  Committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

Cholera  Hospital — ^The  Commissioners  of  Health  have  taken  possession  of 
the  building.  No.  105  Franklin-street,  where  they  are  prepared  to  receive  pa- 
tients. We  are  happy  to  learn  that  early  measures  have  been  taken  to  afford 
medical  aid  to  the  victims  of  this  fatal  disease,  and  trust  that  no  more  exten- 
sive arrangements  will  prove  necessary. 

The  time  of  service  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Morris  haviuff  expired,  as  health-officer 
at  Staten  Island,  he  has  been  succeeded  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  formerly  a  practi- 
tioner of  this  city,  but  for  some  lime  past  a  resident  of  Delhi,  in  this  State. 

Bbooklth.  Cholera  Hospital — A  house  has  been  taken  and  fitted  up  by 
the  Conunittee  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  Brooklyn  for  the  reception  of 
cholera  patients  in  that  city,  of  which  Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchmson  has  been  appointed 
physician. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity, — ^The  editorial  connection  of  Dr.  T.  R« 
Beck  with  this  journal  ceased  with  the  April  number. 

Michigan  State  Hosjoital  for  the  Insane, — ^Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  now  Aetinff 
Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  has  been  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Kalamazoo. 
He  will,  however,  still  remain  for  some  time  in  his  present  situation. 

Association  of  Superintendents  of  Insane  Hospitals. — ^This  association  held 
its  ninth  annual  meetmg  at  Washington,  in  May  last  Twenty-two  Superin- 
tendants  of  asylums  were  present  Their  next  meeting  vrill  take  place  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  1856. 

Dr.  Archibald  B.  Campbell  has  been  appointed  Chief  Resident  Physician 
of  Blockley  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  in  the  place  of  Doctor  J.  D.  Stewart,  de- 
ceased. 

Dr.  Andrew  McFarlamd,  late  Superintendent  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Insane  Hospital,  has  been  recently  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Ulinois 
Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Dr.  BsHEDiCT,  for  several  years  Superintendent  of  the  State  Limatie 
Asylum,  has  tendered  his  resi^ation  as  Superintendent  of  that  InslitulioB. 
He  intends  to  make  Florida  his  place  of  residence  for  the  present 

The  Female  Medical  College  of  Massachusetts  has  recently  received  a  mnt 
from  the  Legislature,  of  (1,000  annually  for  five  years.  The  wording  of  the 
resolution  appropriates  the  money  "in  aid  of  the  medical  education  of  females 
by  the  establishment  of  forty  scholarships,  the  beneficiaries  of  which  shall  be 
selected^  from  the  several  Senatorial  Districts,  in  numbers  according  to  the 
Senatorial  apportionment." 
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California  Journal  of  MediciTie — A  prospeetus  of  a  Jouraal  under  the 
above  title,  to  be  published  at  San  Francisco,  California,  has  been  sent  us. 
The  editors  are  to  be  Drs.  J.  B.  Phinney  and  M.  B.  Angle.  It  augurs  well  for 
the  profession  in  that  region  to  find  a  moyement  in  favOr  of  a  journal ;  and  we 
trust  that  it  will  prove  successful. 

Medical  CoUese  cf  Virgivia — Dr.  Beverly  R.  Wellford,  of  Fredericksbtirg, 
has  been  selectedto  fill  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  of  this  institution,  vacated 
bv  the  death  of  Dr.  L.  W.  Chamberlayne ;  and  M.  Brown-S^uard,  has  been 
chosen  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in 
the  same  institution,  the  latter  professorship  having  been  newly  created  by  tiie 
incumbent  Faculty.  The  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  states  that 
there  were  not  less  than  seventeen  applicants  for  the  two  vacancies,  compris- 
ing members  of  the  profession  from  New  York  to  Texas. 

Dr.  Gibson  has  resided  his  situation  as  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Univeisity  of  Pennsylvania,  a  place  he  has  filled  with  credit  for  many  years. 


%m. 


Domestic.  Weekly  Mortality. — Cm, ^Yor  the  week  ending  May  a7th> 
359 :— consumption,  49 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  congestion  of  brain,  10 ;  pneumonia,  26 ; 
seariet  fever,  6;  measles,  2;  smaiUpox,  5;  croup,  14;  convulsions,  23;  typhus 
fever,  2.  For  the  week  ending  June  3d,  416 :— consumption,  57 ;  apoplexy, 
10;  congestion  of  brain,  8;  pneumonia,  16;  cholera,  12;  scarlet  fever,  3; 
measles,  3 ;  smalUpox,  10 ;  croup,  9 ;  convulsions,  38 ;  typhus  fever  (Including 
**  typhoid'^,  11.  For  the  week  ending  June  10th,  408  :— -consumption,  61; 
apoplexy,  8 ;  congestion  of  brain, ^9 ;  infiammalion  of  brain,  10 ;  pneumonia,  22 ; 
cholera,  12 ;  cholera  infantum,  6 ;  scarlet  fever,  6 ;  measles,  5 ;  small-pox,  5 ; 
eronp,  13 ;  convulsions,  31 ;  typhus  fever  (including  <*  typhoid  "),  9.  For  the 
week  ending  June  17th,  429 :— consumption,  48;  apoplexy,  6;  pneumonia,  18; 
cholera,  57 ;  cholera  infantum,  4 ;  scarlet  fever,  3 ;  measles,  3 ;  small-pox,  5 ; 
croup,  7 ;  convulsions,  33 ;  typhus  fever,  9.  For  the  week  ending  June  24U], 
437:— consumption,  51;  apoplexy,  11;  inflammation  of  brain,  13;  sun-stroke, 
1;  pneumonia,  16;  cholera,  45;  cholera  infantum,  13;  scarlet  fever,  6; 
measles,  6 ;  small-pox,  5 ;  croup,  10 ;  convulsions,  44 ;  typhus  fever  (including 
"typhoid"),  5. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  for  the 
four  weeks  ending  June  24, 1854,  was  1,689.  We  are  enabled  to  make  some 
comparison  with  the  weekly  ^tums  for  the  last  eleven  years,  kindly  furnished 
from  the  archives  of  the  City  Inspector  by  Dr.  Hyatt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  in  that  ofSce.  The  average  mortality  for  the  first  four  weeks  of 
June,  since  1843,  has  been  1,148;  mortality  this  year,  deducting  the  number 
of  still-bom,  which  were  never  reported  weekly  in  June  before  this  year,  1,567; 
for  same  time  last  year,  1,520,  showing,  on  the  whole,  a  very  gratifying 
decrease  of  mortality,  considering  that  the  increase  of  population  from  all 
causes,  immigration  included,  has  probably  been  15  per  cent.  The  immigra^ 
Hon  for  May,  57,000,  and  about  as  much  for  June,  exceeds  any  thmg  of  the 
kind  ever  before  known ;  and  we  may  safely  conclude  that  at  least  one-fiftieth 
remain  permanently  in  this  city,  while  the  passage  through  of  the  remainder 
increases  our  mortality  probably  about  one-tenth.    It  must  be  remembered, 
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however,  that  the  corren>ondiDg  four  weeks  in  last  June  were  nnnsoally  hot, 

the  mean  temperature  being  76°,  and  showed  a  very  remarkable  increaae  of 

mortality.    There  were  then  25  cases  of  coup-de-soleil,  against  2  this  year—- 

average  number  during  the  same  time  for  1 1  years,  6. 

74  Cholera  Infantum,         in  1 853,  against  28  this  year— average  1 1  years,  33 

90  DiarrhoBa  and  Dysentery,      «        «        65        •*  «  "60 

150  Inflam.  of  Brain,  u        a        31        a  «  a     ^ 

43        "         Bowels,  a        u        22        **  "  •'26 

79        «         Lungs,  tt        «        70        «*  «  "55 

84  Scarlatina,  «        u        ig        -  a  «     31 

4  AsUtic  Cholera,  «*        «      119        «  «  •*     — 

134  Convulsions,  «        •*      146       •*  «  «     95 

45  Small  Pox,  «        «        25        «  «  "31 

35  Apoplexy,  «        «        35        «  ••  ••35 

14  Typhus  and  Typhoid  Fever,  "        «        27        «  «  «     48 

61  Marasmus,  «        «        70        ««  «  «     56 

7  Measles,  «        «        17        a  a  u     21 

Mean  Temperature  for  the  4  weeks,  70°;  average  for  same  time,  last  8  yrs.  69|° 

•*     Daily  Range,  •«  15  "  «  «        -. 

«     Reading  of  Barom.    «  30.10  in."  «  «        30.06 

Inches  of  Rain,  «  2.4        *•  "  «  3.5 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  above,  that  the  weather  wsa  generally  equable,  dry« 
temperate,  and  healthy.  Five  observations  daily  of  the  hygrometer  showed  that 
the  mean  dew  point  was  14°^below  air  temperature,  and  evaporation  6°  below. 
Brooklth. — For  the  week  ending  May  27th,  62 : — adults,  21 ;  children, 
31.  For  the  week  ending  June  3d,  79: — adults,  30;  children,  49.  For  the 
week  ending  June  10th,  50 : — adults  18 ;  children  32.  For  the  week  ending 
June  17th,  57 : — adults,  30 ;  children,  27.  For  the  week  ending  June  24th, 
66: — adults,  31 ;  children,  35. 

F0BE105.  Removal  of  a  Breast  under  Mesmeric  Inflnence, — ^We  see  by  a 
late  London  paper,  that  a  diseased  breast  has  recently  been  removed  from  a 
married  woman,  at  the  Mesmeric  Infirmary  in  that  metropolis,  while  in  a  mes- 
meric trance,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Elliotson ;  and  it  is  a  sad  comment 
upon  the  changes  which  come  upon  men  in  this  mortal  life,  that  this  formerly 
popular  lecturer  and  successful  practitioner  of  medicine  should  be  found  in 
such  company,  and  should  have  his  name  paraded  in  the  papers  under  such 
circumstances ;  and,  what  is  still  more  significant  of  the  abyss  into  which  he 
has  fallen,  that  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  append  a  list  of  fourteen 
names,  including  that  of  Dr.  £.  and  one  other  M.  D.,  in  attestation  of  the  fact 
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Died,  in  this  city,  June  18,  of  cholera,  William  S.  Tohfkiks,  MJ).,  in  the 
38th  year  of  his  age. 

Died,  recently,  in  Troy,  in  this  State,  Dr.  Amatus  Bobbins,  for  forty  years 
an  extensive  and  highly  esteemed  practitioner  in  that  city.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  profession,  held  for  the  purpose,  on  the  16th  ult.,  resolutions  were  passed, 
expressing  the  loss  sustained  by  his  death,  and  paying  a  high  tribute  to  his 
worth  as  a  man  and  as  a  physician.  Dr.  BUtchfora  has  consented  to  deliver 
an  eulogy  on  his  life  and  character. 


THE 
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Treatment  of  Eheumatism  ;  vith  fitatistical  results  of  twentj-fire  cases 
treated  in  the  New  York  Hospital.  By  John  B.  Chapin,  M.  D., 
Eesident  Physician. 

The  treatment  of  rheumatbm  has  of  late  years  excited  especial  inte- 
rest on  acconnt  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  the  different  modes  hereto- 
fore pursued,  and  the  dangerous  complications  attending  the  disease.  It 
has  been  found  that  its  duration  has  not  been  materially  affected  by  the 
means  used  for  iU  relief;  and  it  has  been  a  question  with  some  whether 
or  not  complications  of  the  disease  have  not  been  promoted  by  the  treat- 
ment pursued. 

Dr.  Fuller,  in  his  recent  work  upon  rheumatism,  regards  the  pathology 
of  the  disease  as  depending  upon  the  presence  of  a  "  materies  morbi^ 
wbich  be  supposes  to  be  an  excess  of  lactic  acid,  owing  to  defective  assimi- 
lation, or  suppressed  perspiration.  With  the  view  to  the  neutralization  and 
elimination  of  this  acid,  he  recommends  the  free  use  of  alkalies,  by  which 
means  he  "hopes  the  average  duration  of  an  attack  may  be  reduced,  from 
a  month  or  six  weeks,  to  ten  days  or  a  fortnight"  Statistical  tables 
must,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  be  relied  upon  to  determine 
this  result  During  tbe  attendance  of  Dr.  Swett  at  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital, ihe  present  year,  all  the  patients  admitted  with  acute  articular  rheu- 
matism were  put  upon  the  *'  alkaline  treatment"  The  salt  chosen  for 
administration  was  the  tartrate  of  soda  and  potassa,  a  neutral  salt,  pos- 
seasing  the  property  of  rendering  the  urine  alkaline. 
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The  plan  of  treatment  usually  pursued  was, — ^if  the  patient  presented 
himself  with  unusual  excitement  of  the  skin  and  pulse,  to  administer  a 
mixture  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  tartarized  antimony  until  the  skin 
was  relaxed,  and  the  pulse  reduced  to  a  more  natural  standard.  The  Ro- 
chelle  salt  was  then  directed  in  drachm  doses,  every  two  or  three  hours 
during  the  day  time,  till  the  urine,  was  rendered  alkaline,  when  it  was 
gradually  suspended.  A  lotion  of  carb.  potass.  |  j.  with  opium  3  ij-  to 
the  pint  of  water,  was  directed  as  an  external  application.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  salt  was  not  attended  with  disagreeable  consequences,  with 
the  exception  occiasionally  of  some  ulceration  about  the  fauces,-— in  no 
case  was  its  action  so  severe  upon  the  boweb  as  to  require  its  entire  sus- 
pension. The  persons  attacked  were  in  the  full  vigor  of  health,  and  the 
character  of  the  disease  acute  in  its  form.  The  frequency  of  administra- 
tion of  the  remedy  was  governed  very  much  by  the  reaction  of  the  urine. 

On  the  admission  of  the  patient,  the  urine  was  tested,  and,  in  all  cases, 
was  found  to  be  of  acid  reaction,  and  the  secretion  of  the  skin  presented 
the  usual  acid  odor.  The  treatment  was  generally  commenced  the  second 
or  third  day  after  admission,  and  the  urine  was  rendered  of  decided  alka- 
line reaction  in  an  average  of  five  days  after  its  commencement ;  the  long- 
est period  it  resisted  the  alkaline  reaction  having  been  twenty  days,  and 
the  shortest  two.  The  secretions  of  the  skin  have  not,  I  believe,  been 
noticed  to  alter.  In  one  case,  attended  with  profuse  perspiration,  which 
yielded  readily  to  treatment,  the  colored  shirt  the  patient  wore  entirely 
lost  its  color ;  and  it  was  suggested  whether  the  same  change  did  not  take 
place  in  the  perspiration  as  in  the  urine.  The  average  amount  of  the  salt 
administered  was  from  five  to  seven  ounces. 

The  average  date  of  commencing  improvement  was  seven  days  after 
commencement  of  treatment,  coinciding,  in  the  large  majority  of  the 
cases,  with  the  commencing  alkalinity  of  the  urine.  The  improvement 
was  invariably  permanent,  and  after  the  urine  was  rendered  alkaline,  no 
new  artkulaiions  were  affected^  as  a  general  rule. 

The  average  period  of  convalescence  was  twelve  days  after  admission, 
and  the  whole  duration  of  the  disease,  including  the  period  previous  to 
admission,  was  twenty-two  days.  Of  thirty  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Swett, 
during  April  and  May  1853,  during  which  time  no  uniform  course  of 
treatment  was  pursued,  the  average  duration  was  ^y^  and  a  half  weeks. 
One  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  the  alkaline  treatment  was  the  di- 
minished frequency  of  cardiac  complications.  Twenty-one  of  the  twenty- 
five  were  free  from  any  complication,  three  were  admitted  with  aortic 
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oUtracdon,  and  one  with  mitnd  regurgitation.  Not  one  patient  was 
attacked  with  any  heart  complication  daring  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 
Conaparing  this  result  with  the  prmdaoe  last  year,  it  was  foirod  that  four 
had  mitral  regurgitation,  six  aortic  complication,  and  three  suffered  from 
pericarditis ;  thirteen  in  all,  out  of  thirty. 

In  the  present  article,  it  was  not  intended  to  touch  upon  the  relative 
merits  of  the  variety  of  plans  of  treatment  that  have  heen  suggested  for 
this  disease,  but  to  present  the  results  of  the  plan  suggested  by  Dr.  Fuller, 
as  practiced  in  this  Hospital,  which,  it  is  believed,  go  far  to  sustain  the 
confident  predictions  he  has  made  of  his  favorite  treatment. 


Clinical  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    (Delivered  during  May  and 
June,  1854.)    By  the  Editor.    No.  2. 

I  NOW  exhibit  to  you  a  case  entirely  different  in  its  nature,  but  one 
of  an  intractable  character— a  case  of  disease  kpown  under  the  name  of 
mentagra  in  the  classification  of  Biett,  and  of  sycosis  in  that  of  Willan ; 
the  former  name  being  derived  from  its  seat,  from  the  Latin  word  men* 
tuniy  the  chin ;  and  the  latter  from  the  Greek  word  meaning  yf^,  from 
some  fancied  resemblance  to  the  inside  of  that  fruit  when  dried.  It  is 
the  form  of  disease  popularly  known  under  the  name  of  barber's  itch.  It 
was  placed  by  those  authors  in  the  order  of  Pustulks,  but  is  described 
by  Wilson  under  his  second  division  of  cutaneous  diseases,  those  of  the 
scbiparous  glands.  Within  a  few  years,  M.  Gruby,  of  Vienna,  has  dis- 
covered  a  new  cryptogamic  plant  in  the  roots  of  the  hair  of  the  beard 
and  around  that  portion  within  the  hair-follicle,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  proposes  to  give  it  the  name  of  mentagrophyte.  This  has  led  NeligaOf 
of  Dublin,  the  latest  writer  on  this  branch,  to  place  it  in  a  class  which  he 
has  arranged  to  provide  for  this  and  porrigo  (which  is  now  known  to  be 
owing  to  a  vegetable  parasite),  under  the  name  of  Dermatopbttjs.  The 
transmission  of  the  seeds  of  this  plant  is  supposed  to  render  the  disease 
contagious ;  and  hence  there  would  seem  to  be  some  foundation  for  the 
popular  opinion  which  has  long  prevailed,  that  it  is  communicated  by  the 
razor  in  shaving,  as  the  name  of  barber's  itch  would  seem  to  imply. 
What  relation  this  vegetable  parasite  bears  to  the  cutaneous  affection, 
whether  that  of  cause  or  of  effect,  would  seem  to  be  yet  an  open  question. 
It  is  certain  that  mentagra  can  arise  without  such  direct  contact  ftom  a 
razor,  in  some  cases  at  least,  a&  I  once  had  a  patient  in  whose  case  eating 
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of  cheeae  was  sore  to  bring  out  an  eruption  of  this  nature,  and  have  had 
other  cases  in  which  the  pati^t  had  sot  been  shaved  by  a  barber  for 
yean;  and  in  the  present  case,  indeed,  the  patient  has  two  brothers  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  shaving  with  the  same  raaor  that  he  has»  for 
several  years,  in  neither  of  whom  is  there  the  least  trace  of  the  disease. 
I  could  add,  also,  that  I  have  treated  and  cured  cases  without  any  special 
reference  to  such  parasitical  connection.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as 
though  a  favorable  nidus  must  exist,  in  the  shape  of  some  predisposition, 
either  local  or  general,  for  the  propagation  of  the  disease,  as  is  seen  in 
&VUS,  in  which  there  is  evidently  a  contagious  element  of  some  Idnd,  and 
which  has  also  its  own  vegetable  parasite,  and  still  is  only  contagious  under 
-certain  favorable  circumstances,  a  fact  which  render  its  communication  of 
much  less  frequent  occurrence  than  would  be  the  case  under  other  circum- 
stances. 

Under  the  former  view  of  the  pathology  of  mentagra,  the  course  of 
treatment  pursued  was  that  of  purgatives,  laxatives,  and  alteratives 
internally,  and  emollient  and  sedative  applications  externally,  in  the  early 
atage,  and  more  or  less  stimulating,  or  more  especially  resolvent  ointments, 
as  the  disease  became  more  chronic  Among  the  ointments  used  were 
those  of  iodide  of  sulphur  and  iodide  of  potassium,  of  the  former  10  to  80 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  lard,  and  of  the  latter  from  3  as*  to  3  j.  I  hav^also 
used  an  ointment  of  iodide  of  lead  with  advantage,  and  sometimes  crea- 
«ote  ointment  These  iodine  ointments  are  most  useful  aftet  the  inflam- 
matory stage  has  passed,  when  tubercular  indurations  only  are  left 
Bathing  the  part  with  warm  water,  two  or  three  times  daily,  and  partieu* 
larly  a  doudie  of  vapor  of  hot  water  directed  to  the  part  for  fifteen  Bsinutes 
or  half  an  hour,  will  be  found  to  assist  the  action  of  the  resolvent  ointments. 
The  beard  should  be  kept  closely  cut  with  scissors,  and  the  use  of  a  razor 
rigidly  abstained  from.  The  diet  should  be  light  and  unstimulating* 
The  result,  under  the  use  of  the  best  regulated  means,  is  often  quite 
unsatisfactory. 

The  treatment,  in  accordance  with  the  parasitical  view  of  the  disease, 
is  much  more  simple,  and  of  much  shorter  duraticm ;  and  is  said  by  its 
■advocates  to  be  not  only  speedy  but  certain,  and  consequently  much  more 
satis&ctory.  It  consists  in  removing  each  individual  hair  of  the  part 
4iffected,  by  means  of  forceps^  without  any  previous  preparation,  and  dien 
making  an  application  to  destroy  the  vegetable  parasite.  The  removal  of 
the  hair  in  this  way  is  somewhat  painful  in  recent  oases,  but  in  those  of 
long  string  causes  but  litde  inconvenience.  As  soon  as  the  hair  is  re- 
moved, a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  or  of  acetate  of  copper  is  to  be 
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applied  by  means  of  a  sponge  or  a  fine  brash.  The  strength  of  the  for 
mer  may  rary  from  15  to  30,  and  up  to  75  grains  to  a  pint  of  water,  ac- 
cording to  the  irritability  of  the  skin  in  the  individual  case ;  that  of  the 
acetate  of  copper  is  directed  to  be  fifteen  grains  to  the  pint.  When  the 
corrosiye  sublimate  is  used  of  the  greatest  strength  mentioned,  it  sometimes 
giree  rise  to  a  fine  pustular  eruption,  which  soon  subsides  without  trouble. 
In  one  case,  M.  Bazin  noticed  commencing  ptyalism  from  its  use.  The 
removal  of  the  hair  in  mentagra  is  said  by  M.  Bazin  to  be  followed  by  an 
improvement  which  is  really  surprising.  He  says  that  the  itching  and 
pain  cease,  the  tension  of  the  lip  disappears,  the  induration  subsides,  and 
the  pustular  eruption  is  at  an  end.  The  duration  of  the  treatment  is 
limited  in  many  cases  to  the  time  necessary  for  the  removal  of  the  hair, 
and  a  single  application  of  the  parasiticidal  wash,  which,  he  says,  is  suffi- 
cient without  any  internal  treatment,  or  bath  or  ointment ;  and  the  cure 
is  so  speedy,  that  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  receive  a  patient  into  a  hos- 
pital for  the  purpose.  Even  in  the  worst  cases,  the  cure  will  be  complete 
in  eight  or  ten  days.  When  no  cryptogami  or  but  few  are  present,  the 
removal  of  the  hair  alone  may  be  sufficient ;  but  it  is  always  Aafe  to  apply 
the  lotion  once  or  twice.  Dr.  Jenner,  of  London,  has  recently  introduced 
the  use  of  a  solution  of  sulphurous  acid  gas  for  the  destruction  of  the  ve- 
getable parasites  which  are  now  known  to  infest  the  hair  in  this  affection, 
and  in  some  kindred  forms  of  disease  of  the  scalp,  of  which  I  will  speak 
more  particularly  on  some  future  occasion. 

Our  patient  is  a  man  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  of  regular 
habits,  so  fiir  as  I  can  learn,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  who 
has  Buffisred  from  the  disease  about  six  years,  having  been  at  times  much 
better  than  he  is  ai  present.  The  eruption  extends  over  about  one  third 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  (ace  and  of  the  upper  lip  (the  parts  occupied  by 
the  beard),  and  consists  of  patches  covered  with  pustules,  most  of  them 
pierced  through  the  center  by  a  hair,  with  more  or  less  induration  at  the 
base,  the  diagnostic  mark  which  distinguishes  this  affection  from  impetigo, 
a  disease  purely  pustular  in  its  nature,  and  having  no  connection  with  any 
ctyptogamie  parasite,  and  unattended  by  induration  about  the  bases  of 
the  pustules. 

I  prescribed  for  him  some  pills,  containing  blue  pill,  oolocynth,  and 
ipecac  a  few  days  since,  two  to  be  taken  every  second  night,  followed  by 
a  Seidlits  powder  the  next  morning ;  and  directed  him  to  bathe  his  face  m 
warm  water,  and  then  apply,  night  and  morning,  an  ointment  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  stramonium  ointment  (  3  j*  to  ^  j.).    I  then  directed  hian  to 
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take  a  mixtare  of  citrate  of  iron  and  iodide  of  potassium  in  compound 
tincture  of  gentian,  intending  to  treat  him  for  a  time  as  though  it  were 
not  the  contagious  form.  He  feels  better  than  he  did,  and  the  eruption 
is  less  inflamed,  and  causes  him  much  less  uneasiness,  and  I  propose  to 
continue  the  same  means,  or  those  of  the  same  general  character,  for  a 
week  or  two,  and  then,  if  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  favorable  change,  shall 
remove  the  hair,  and  apply  a  wash  of  corrosive  sublimate,  as  recommended 
by  M.  Bazin. 

Our  next  patient  is  a  young  man  with  lupus ;  and  in  connection  with 
his  case,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say,  in  contrast  with  it,  I  will  show  you  a 
woman  with  the  same  disease,  presenting  such  striking  differences  that 
you  would  hardly  recognize  them  as  belonging  to  the  same  class.  The 
variety  of  forms  in  which  lupus  presents  itself,  and  the  great  differences 
in  the  rayages  which  it  produces  in  different  cases,  constitute  one  of  the 
most  striking  peculiarities  of  the  disease,  and  lead  to  the  great  difficulty 
experienced  by  many  in  recognizing  it  under  some  of  these  forms.  This 
same  diversity  of  appearance,  and  the  difficulty  in  many  cases  of  deciding 
upon  its  elementary  form,  has  caused  it  to  be  classified  differently  by  .dif- 
ferent vmters.  Biett  could  not  find  a  place  for  it  among  his  eight  lead- 
ing orders,  and  arranges  it  by  itself,  among  some  other  forms  with  which 
he  experienced  the  same  difficulty.  Bayer,  however,  placed  it  among  the 
TuBERCULA ;  and  it  is  to  this  order  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of  referring  it, 
the  majority  of  cases,  in  my  opinion,  presenting  the  tubercle  as  the  ele- 
mentary form.  But  it  is  to  be  distinguished  less  by  its  elementary  char- 
acter than  by  the  nature  of  the  consecutive  changes  which  take  place.  It 
18  divided  into  the  two  general  forms  of,  1.  that  which  ulcerates,  and,  2. 
that  which  does  not  ulcerate;  and  of  the  former  we  have  two  vari- 
eties, that  ulcerating  on  the  surfince,  and  that  penetrating  below  the 
smr&ce. 

The  case  which  I  first  show  you  is  one  in  which  the  ulceration  is  con- 
fined to  the  surfieu^e,  and  is  characterized  by  a  remarkable  hypertrophy  of 
the  ulcerated  surfaces,  a  peculiarity  which  I  never  before  saw  to  such  an 
extent  in  this  disease.  Our  patient  is  a  young  man  twenty  years  of  age, 
with  light  hair  and  complexion,  and  of  strumous  diathesis,  on  whom  the 
eruption  began  when  he  was  between  three  and  four  years  of  age.  He  is 
unable  to  say  on  what  part  it  first  commenced.  Neither  his  father,  nor 
mother,  nor  any  other  of  their  children  ever  had  any  eruption.  His  gen- 
eral health  has  always  been  good.  He  has  now  a  patch  of  eruption  on 
each  elbow,  on  the  right  knee,  the  right  heel,  and  Uie  inside  of  the  left 


392  Ediiob  on  Disea^ei  of  the  Skin.  [Ang^ 

knee  joint  These  patches  Tary  in  ^2e  and  ehape,  the  oae  on  the  right 
elbow  being  about  four  inches  long,  and  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a 
half  broad)  while  othen  are  more  inclimng  to  a  circular  form.  They  an 
all  of  a  dull  red  color,  with  fungous  elevations  from  one  quarter  to  one 
third  of  an  inch  in  height,  the  surfaces  of  which  are  more  or  leas  coYerad 
with  ulcerations,  dischaiging  a  moderate  quantity  of  thin  purulent  matter, 
which  concretes  at  times  into  thin  yellowish  or  yellowish-green  scabs. 
Adjoining  some  of  them  are  small  patches  of  scars,  partly  white  sad 
partly  violet-colored,  like  the  cicatrix  of  a  bum,  the  charaoberistio  appes^ 
ance  following  the  healing  of  lupus.  In  some  of  the  patches  the  elevated 
portions  are  perforated  by  small  openings,  from  which  the  matter  ooees  oat 
when  pressed  upon.  This  variety  of  lupus  is  evidently  <rf  strumous  origin, 
and  hence  the  indication  for  the  class  of  remedies  of  known  efficiency  in  thst 
condition  of  the  system.  I  have  therefore  put  him  under  the  use  of  iodide 
of  iron ;  and  if  I  find  after  a  fair  trial  that  he  does  not  improve  sufficieiidiy 
bst,  shall  also  give  him  cod-liver  oil  The  form  of  iodide  of  iron  which 
I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  uaing  is  the  ayrup,  of  the  strength  of 
3  j.  to  l}^  and  of  this  I  usually  give  at  first,  to  an  adult,  ten  drops 
three  times  daily,  and  gradually  increase  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  drop 
at  a  doee.  In  some  cases,  this  remedy  causes  irritation  of  the  maeoos 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  but  by  attention  to  the  dose 
and  to  the  regulation  of  the  diet,  its  use  can  generally  be  oontinued.  At 
present  I  shall  direct  the  use  of  stramonium  ointment  to  the  ulcerated 
spots,  and  shall,  in  progress  of  the  treatment,  make  other  applications  of 
a  different  nature.  One  which  I  have  sometimes  used  with  advantage  is 
the  tincture  of  iodine,  freely  penciled  over  the  patches.  A  fisvoiite  Bf- 
plication,  at  present,  and  for  two  or  three  years  past,  with  Caaenave^  of 
Paris,  is  the  deuto-iodide  of  mercury,  mixed  with  simple  olive  <»1  to  mslEe 
a  paste,  and  applied  freely  to  the  affected  parts.  The  effect  of- this  is  to 
produce  more  or  less,  irritation,  and  sometimes  to  give  rise  to  erysipelatous 
inflamnuition  of  the  part,  which  is  known  frequently  to  modify  this  dis- 
ease in  a  remarkable  manner.  The  diet,  in  these  cases,  should  be  nutritiow 
but  unstimulating,  and  every  attention  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the 
general  health. 

The  other  case  of  lupus  is  in  a  female,  forty  years  of  age,  a  widow, 
also  of  strumous  diathesis,  in  whom  the  disease  at  first  commenced  on  the 
left  ala  of  the  nose  about  nine  years  ago,  when*  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  history  of  the  case  and  the  remedies  used,  it  waa  mistakep 
for  syphilis.    She  has  been  under  my  care  at  different  timea  for  seveial 
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yean  past,  and  most  of  the  time  with  but  unsatisfactory  results.  It  is  but 
right  to  say,  however,  that  during  moet  of  the  time  she  has  8u£fered  much 
from  privations  of  different  kinds  as  well  as  from  mental  trials,  which 
have  necessarily  exerted  a  depressing  influence  upon  her.  The  disease 
has  spread  gradually  from  its  original  seat  over  the  whole  of  the  upper 
lip  and  about  the  comers  of  the  mouth,  and  from  thence  over  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  right  cheek  and  a  part  of  the  left,  and  in  its  progress  has 
attacked  the  alte  of  the  nose,  and  destroyed  them,  and  the  whole  of  the 
end  of  the  nose,  and  also  the  septum  nasi,  and  from  thence  has  extended 
along  the  posterior  fiiuces,  and  thenee  jforward  upon  the  uvula  and  the 
hard  palate ;  so  that  she  is  now,  as  you  see,  a  pitiable  object  to  look 
upon.  The  lip  and  cheeks,  however,  cicatrized  some  time  since,  in  the 
manner  peculiar  to  lupus,  resembling  the  scar  of  a  bum,  producing  at 
the  angles  of  the  mouth  the  unpleasant  effect  following  cicatrizing  about 
these  parts,  and  interfering  with  the  free  opening  of  the  mouth.  The 
voice  is  affected  so  much  by  the  destraction  of  internal  parts  that  she  can 
hardly  apeak  above  a  whisper,  and.  she  is  often  troubled  in  swallowing, 
and  finr  many  weeks  at  a  time  has  only  been  able  to  use  liquid  food. 
The  course  of  treatment  pursued  has  always  been  of  a  tonic  and  altera- 
tiTB  character.  Iodine  in  combination  with  iron,  either  in  the  form  of 
the  ayrop  of  the  iodide,'  or  in  that  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  and  citrate 
of  iron  in  compoimd  tincture  of  gentian,  has  been  persevered  in  for  a  long 
periocbat  different  times.  Cod-liver  oil  was  also  taken  for  weeks,  and, 
indeed,  for  months  at  a  time,  and  in  doses  of  a  tablespoonful  three  times 
a  day,  and  all  with  bat  temporary  benefit  During  much  of  the  time  the 
condition  of  the  patient  has  rendered  all  attention  to  hygiene  almost 
impoesible^  and  at  times  she  has  actually  suffered  from  want  of  sufSdent 
food,  withovt  making  her  situation  known,  and  obtaining  the  aid  which 
would  have  been  willingly  extended'  to  her.  The,  only  local  application 
which  seemed  to  have  any  dedded  effect  was  the  tincture  of  iodine  freely 
painted  over  the  parts,  which  had  the  effect  of  arresting  the  ulceration  of  the 
faee,  and  eaosing  the  oicatriaatian  three  or  four  years  ago,  which  has  never 
since  yielded  to  ulceration.  Very  littie  has  been  done  for  two  or  three 
yean  past,  except  the  occasi<mal  use  of  the  eomlnnation  of  citrate  of  iron 
and  iodide  of  potassiian  befoire  alluded  to.  The  stramonium  ointment 
is  also  oeoasionally  used  to  allay  the  irritation  of  superfidal  ulceration, 
which  ooeurs  at  times,  and  then  disappears  to  a  certain  extent. 

You  aee,  then,  in  these  two  cases,  spedmens  of  a  disease  presenting 
great  difietences  in  its  seat,  its  mode  of  progress,  and  the  oxtent  of  its 
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ravages,  differences  so  great  that  you  would  hardly  suppose  that  they 
could  be  classed  under  the  same  head. 

Lupus,  in  itB  different  forms,  may  be  confounded  with  sypbilis,  botli 
in  its  elementary  tubercular  form  and  in  the  consecutive  ulceration,  with 
true  cancer,  and  with  epithelial  cancer,  or  cancroid  affection  as  it  is  now 
called ;  but  our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  upon  the  diagnosUcmarb 
of  these  different  diseases  at  present 


Case  of  Placentary  Apoplexy^  hy  Thomas  F.  Cock,  M.  D.,  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital,  <kc. 

I  WAS  called  about  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  June  8di,  1854,  to  see 
a  Scotch  woman,  set  40  years,  who  was  said  to  be  between  six  and  seven 
months  advanced  in  her  seventh  pregnancy.  From  her  physician,  Dr. 
Nerval,  the  following  history  was  obtained.  Her  previous  labon  and 
subsequent  recoveries  had  been  normal,  with  the  exception  of  the  last, 
which  had  been  complicated  with  an  attack  of  metritis,  resulting  from 
incautious  exertion. 

During  the  ^th,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  patient  had  been 
exerting  herself  in  house  cleaning.  About  8  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
while  conversing  vrith  a  ndghbor,  she  became  pale  and  faint,  and  was 
assisted  to  bed,  where  she  soon  became  nauseated,  and  began  to  eompUn 
of  distressing  distension  in  the  abdomen.  Previous  to  this  occnrrence, 
her  abdomen  had  been  quite  small  for  the  supposed  term  of  pregnancy; 
now,  however,  the  increase  in  size  not  only  attracted  her  own  attention, 
but  became  manifest,  even  through  her  dress,  to  the  bystanders.  Dr.  N., 
on  his  arrival,  administered  a  carminative,  and  some  flatus  was  expelled 
with  partial  relief.  Both  bowels  and  bladder  had  been  evacuated  during 
the  day. 

I  saw  the  patient  about  six  in  the  evening,  and  found  her  pale  and 
&int,  the  surface  cool,  pulse  feeble,  compresuble,  and  rather  slow ;  she 
was  disposed  to  gape,  and  frequently  vomited.  The  principal  complaint 
however,  was  of  the  sense  of  distension,  which  she  spoke  of  as  a  "  feeling 
like  bursting,*'  and  causing  great  distress.  On  examining  the  abdomen, 
the  uterus  was  found  distended  to  the  size  of  full  term  of  pregnancy,  the 
porUon  of  the  organ  on  the  right  hypochondrium  appeared  to  be  more 
elevated  than  the  rest,  and  there  was  an  obscure  feeling  of  fluctuation  id 
this  situation.    Percussion  detected  flatus  in  the  epigastric  region,  while 
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to  the  ear,  neither  foetal  pulsation  nor  placental  murmur  could  be  heard. 
Vaginal  examination  discovered  no  hemorrhage,  and  an  undeveloped 
cervix  uteri,  as  might  be  expected  at  the  period  of  pregnancy. 

The  diagnosis  of  the  case  lay  between  rupture  of  the  uterus,  which 
might  be  fftvored  by  the  previous  existence  of  metritis,  and  internal  hem- 
orrhage. The  tTierecued  size  of  the  abdomen,  and  absence  of  the  peculiar 
distinct  feel  of  the  foetus  as  occurring  in  rupture,  decided  the  case  as  one 
of  hemorrhage.  The  absence  of  vaginal  hemorrhage,  the  enlargement 
of  the  uterus  in  a  particular  part^  and  the  obscure  sense  of  fluctuation,  in- 
duced me  to  believe  the  case  to  be  one  of  those  comparatively  rare  in- 
stances of  flooding,  to  which  the  misnomer  of  placentary  apoplexy  has 
been  assigned. 

The  indications  were  obviouslyp  to  limit  if  possible  the  amount  of 
hemorrhage,  to  sustain  the  patient  until  the  immediate  eff^ect  of  the  shock 
should  pass  away,  and  to  effect  delivery  as  soon  as  practicable.  For  the 
first,  it  was  supposed  the  application  of  a  bladder  of  ice  might  be  of  some 
service;  for  the  second,  stimulants  were  naturally  resorted  to,  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  such  cases  prove  fatal  rather  from  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  effusion  and  the  consequent  shock,  than  from  the  amount  of 
blood  lost ;  while,  for  the  third,  the  only  resource  was  to  await  the  efforts 
of  nature  until  the  state  of  the  os  attd  cervix  uteri  should  permit  manual 
or  instrumental  interference  in  emptying  the  uterus. 

After  considerable  delay,  and  no  evidence  of  commencing  labor  ap- 
pearing, it  was  deemed  advisable  to  use  anodyne  means  for  the  relief  of 
the  abdominal  distress,  and  this  seemed  the  more  feasible  as  reaction 
had  by  this  time  pla&d  the  patient  beyond  the  apprehension  of  danger 
by  the  shock.  Accordingly  Majendie's  solution  of  morphine  was  g^ven 
in  camphor  mixture,  with  relief  to  the  distress,  and  under  its  influence 
some  sleep  was  obtained. 

No  further  progress  was  made  until  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  when 
labor  set  in,  about  d  o^clock.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  uterine 
contraction,  a  small  amount  of  fluid  dark  blood  was  discharged,  but  this 
soon  ceased.  At  12  o'clock  I  again  visited  the  patient,  and  found  labor 
progressing  actively,  the  os  uteri  nearly  dilated,  the  pains  vigorous,  and 
general  strength  satisfactory.  The  membranes  were  ruptured  by  Dr.  N.^ 
a  large  gush  of  liquor  amnii  followed,  and  the  next  contraction  expelled 
the  foetus,  placenta,  anc^  a  large  quantity  of  clotted  blood.  No  untoward 
symptoms  followed  the  expulsion,  and  the  uterus  contracted  firmly. 

The  foetus  was  apparently  about  six  months  old.    I  gathered  up  the 
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clots,  which  filled  a  large  chamber  utenail  more  than  oiie*-third  fiill,  and 
coDBtituted  an  effusion  of  blood  estimated  at  more  than  two  quarts.  The 
placenta  was  unbroken  on  its  foetal  surface;  on  the  maternal  side  it  had 
been  detached  over  a  space  involving  fully  th^e-quarters  of  its  superficies. 

The  issue  of  the  case  I  think  justified  the  diagnosis.  The  antecedent 
symptoms  were  those  assigned  to  placentarj  apoplexy,  while  the  absence 
of  external  hemorrhage,  the  simultaneous  expulsion  of  fcetus,  placenta,  and 
dots,  and  the  appearance  of  the  placenta,  all  pointed  to  a  flooding  that 
had  been  extensive,  and  yet  had  been  localized,  and  had  probably  been 
restrained  by  the  continued  adhesion  of  the  edge  of  the  placenta. 

As  to  the  treatment  and  issue  of  a  case  where  interference  is  at  first 
impracticable,  the  hope  of  a  fiivorable  termination  lies  only  in  the  capa* 
city  of  endurance  of  shock  which  the  patient  may  possess,  until  such  time 
as  shall  permit  the  efforts  of  the  accoucheur,  by  version  or  the  foroepsi  as 
circumstances  may  indicate. 

In  the  only  other  case  in  my  practice  in  which  this  variety  of  concealed 
hemorrhage  was  supposed  to  have  occurred,  the  nnaided  efforts  of  nature 
also  accomplished  delivery.  In  this  case  the  labor  was  progressing  satis- 
fectorily,  when  the  patient  became  faint,  and  sick  at  the  stomach,  rest- 
less, and  exclaimed  that  she  was  going  to  die.  No  blood  escaped  from 
the  vagina.  After  a  momentary  lull  of  pain,  contraction  came  on  vigor- 
ously, the  liquor  anmii  was  discharged  uncolored,  but  with  the  placenta 
several  large  dots  were  expelled. 

Both  patients  recovered. 


£02]rilal  1&e)nitti 


4th  Avenue,  eomer  2Sd  tt»  ( 
July  24th,  1854.  ( 

Mr  Dear  Sir, — ^I  inclose  you  memoranda  of  several  cases  in  which 
I  have  taken  much  interest  during  my  present  term  of  duty  at  the  New 
York  Hospital,  and  regret  that  want  of  time  prevents  me  from  adding  to 
their  number.    Very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Vav  Bumav. 

Dr.  H.  D.  BuLKiET,         ) 
Ed.  Medical  Times.  ) 
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I,  Wound  of  tpinal  nutrrouf  by  a  blow  toith  a  knife  ;  instantaneous 
paraple^a  ;  death  from  inflammation  of  the  medulla. 
John  Wilson,  a  healthy  sailor,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  was  stabbed 
in  the  back  with  a  knife  by  one  of  his  messmates,  on  the  eighth  of  June, 
ult  He  was  stooping  over  a  chest  at  the  time  he  was  struck,  and  the 
blow  was  given  with  a  good  deal  of  force.  He  fell  at  once  on  the  floor, 
and  was  unable  to  move  his  lower  limbs,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
moment  he  received  the  wound.  When  examined  at  the  Hospital,  a  few 
hours  after  the  injury,  a  wound  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  length  was 
found  on  a  level  with  the  sixth  dorsal  vertebra,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of 
the  median  line ;  a  probe  passed  into  it  two  and  a  half  inches,  in  a  direc- 
tion downward,  inward,  and  to  the  right  side.  Paralysis  of  the  lower 
extremities  was  complete ;  as  to  sensibility  of  the  surface,  below  the  knee 
it  was  completely  abolished,  but  upon  the  thighs,  on  either  side,  and 
around  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk,  it  was  perverted  and  exaggerated,  a 
slight  pinch  causing  much  outcry.  The  patient  was  constantly  complain- 
ing of  pain  in  the  pelvis,  and  of  a  desire  to  pass  water;  but  he  was  unable 
to  empty  his  bladder,  and  required  the  catheter  for  three  days,  afler  which 
the  urine  paseed  involuntarily. 

The  wound  was  closed,  he  was  placed  upon  a  water  bed,  and  the 
bowels  and  bladder  properly  cared  for;  to  prevent,  if  possible,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  medulla  spinalis,  and  allay  his  extreme  pain,  he  had  blue  mass 
and  opium,  and  a  blister  over  the  dorsal  vertebrse. 

Hjs  symptoms  were  irregular  in  their  course,  and  he  died  on  the 
twelfth  day,  from  asthenia.  On  the  seventh  day  his  anus  became  numb, 
the  abdominal  and  intercostal  muscles  had^oeased  to  act;  respiration  was 
apparently  kept  up  by  the  diaphragm  alone,  and  he  was  obviously  sink* 
ing.  This  condition,  however,  was  gradually  recovered  from,  under  the 
use  of  stimulus,  and  he  finally  died  from  exhaustion.  There  was  no 
twitchmg  or  convulsive  action  at  any  time  in  the  lower  extremities. 

At  Uie  postmortem  examination,  which  was  performed  with  much 
care,  a  few  hours  after  death,  the  spinous  process  of  the  sixth  dorsal  verte- 
bra was  found  broken  ofl*,  the  fracture  traversing  the  lamina  on  either  side 
about  one  third  of  an  inch  from  the  point  where  they  join  to  support  the 
base  of  the  spinous  process*  The  point  of  the  knife  had  evidently  struck 
the  spinous  process  posteriorly  near  its  base,  had  driyen  it  downwards  a 
trifling  distance,  and  had  then  glanced  from  its  surface  into  the  vertebral 
canal,  penetrating  its  investing  membranes,  and  partially  dividing  the 
medulla  itself.  Coagulated  h\wA  was  found  in  some  quantity  within  the 
canal,  and  the  substance  of  the  cord  itself  was  softened,  broken  down,  and 
extensively  infiltrated  with  pus.  The  disorganized  condition  of  the  cord 
rendered  it  impossible  to  determine  the  exact  situation  or  extent  of  the 
wound,  which  had  evidently  involved  its  substance. 

The  almost  perfect  protection  afforded  to  the  spinal  cord  by  the  admi- 
rable mechanism  of  the  vertebral  column  renders  such  cases  as  the  preced* 
ing  exceedingly  rare.  I  was  disposed  at  first  to  suspect  that  the  instrument 
by  which  the  wound  was  given  had  penetrated  to  the  cord  through  one 
01  the  intervertebral  foramina,  as  has  been  known  to  occur,  or  that,  from 
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the  stooping  position  in  whieh  the  patient  received  the  wonnd^  the  knife- 
blade  migl^t  possibly  have  passed  between  the  laminse  of  two  adjacent 
vertebra.  This  would  have  been  impossible  in  the  upright  position,  owing 
to  the  imbrication  of  the  laminae  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae ;  and  the  sequel 
proved  that  the  cord  was  only  reached  after  the  fracture  of  a  vertebra. 

n.    Malignant  tumor  of  grwn ;  removal;  recovery, 

Jamea  Rogers,  a  seaman,  twenty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  on  the 
5th  Jone,  wiui  a  hemispherical  tnmor  ritaated  in  the  right  groin,  about 
the  siae  of  two  dosed  fists.  He  was  otherwise  healthy,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  hydrocele  of  the  same  side,  accompanied  by  slight  enlaigement 
of  the  epidydimis. 

The  tijmor  of  the  groin  had  been  discovered  four  months  previously, 
in  the  shape  of  a  small,  painless  lump,  movable  beneath  the  skin.  It  has 
sever  been  painful ;  it  presents  distinct  fluctuation  at  many  points  on  its 
surfMe,  which  is  slightly  nodulated,  and  the  space  between  the  fluctuat- 
ing points  is  occupied  by  solid  material.  On  mtroducing  an  exploring 
n^le,  some  pellucid  serous  fluid  escaped  along  its  groove.  The  situation 
of  the  tumor  is  that  of  a  femoral  hernia;  It  is  immediately  over  the 
saphaenous  opening  of  the  fascia  lata,  and  its  mobility  is  slight  No 
glandular  enlargements  in  its  vicinity.    Patient's  general  health  good. 

On  the  9th  of  June  it  was  determined,  on  consultation,  to  remove  the 
tumor.  Incisions  were  made,  similar  to  those  employed  in  operating  for 
strangulated  femoral  kemia,  and  the  mass  carefully  separated  from  its 
attachments ;  it  occupied  the  saphaenous  opening,  and,  passing  beneath 
Poupart's  ligament,  lay  in  immediate  contact  with  the  great  vessels  of  the 
groin.  After  its  entire  removal,  the  flaps  were  brought  together  with 
sutures,  and  a  very  gentle  pressure  applied  by  means  of  a  compress  of 
cotton  and  a  spica  bandage. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  whole  lower  extremity,  on  the  side 
of  the  tumor,  was  almost  double  its  natural  size,  from  oedema  caused  by 
the  pressure  of  the  tumor  upon  the  great  vein  at  tibe  groin.  Whether 
this  condition  of  the  limb  invited  an  attack  of  erysipelas  or  not,  I  cannot 
say,  but  on  the  same  day  that  the  tumor  was  removed  the  patient  had  a 
smart  chill,  an  erysipelatous  blush  made  its  appearance  around  the  wound, 
and  all  dressings  were  necessarily  removed.  The  attack  proved  a  severe 
one  ;  the  disease  extended  down  the  thigh,  and  upwards  upon  the  trunk, 
and  the  flans  partially  sloughed.  Under  the  use  of  quinine  and  stimulus, 
the  erysipelas  subsided  about  the  seventh  dav.  Ilie  limb  was  bandaged, 
and  the  wound  granulated  af^rwards,  and  cicatrized  with  untisual  rapid- 
ity, and  is  now  nearly  closed. 

The  tumor  was  a  mass  of  multi  locular  cysts,  their  cavities  varying  in 
size  from  a  pea  to  a  hen's  egg,  and  their  contents  also  varying  in  color 
and  consistence.  The  walls  of  the  cysts  and  the  intervals  between  them 
were  infiltrated  with  encephaloid  cancer. 
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III.     Traumatic  aneurism  within  the  orbit;  ligature  of  primitive  ca- 
rotid ;  result  uncertain,  . 

Robert  Duggan,  23,  laborer,  was  admitted  May  l?th,  injured  by  the 
falling  of  a  wait.    He  was  bleeding  from  the  ears  and  nose ;  had  vomited 
blood ;  was  suffering  from  slight  concussion  of  the  brain  ;  pupils  natural ; 
^  strabismus  of  left  eye ;  pulse  slow,  weak,  and  irregular ;  mind  clear. 

The  symptoms  of  concussion  gradually  passed  off;  he  had  a  watery 
discharge  from  left  ear,  succeeding  the  bleeding;  this  continued  for  sev- 
eral days.  He  was  unable  to  pass  his  urine,  and  the  catheter  was  required 
for  five  days,  after  which  the  natural  power  returned.  There  was  a  very 
considerable  effusion  of  blood  beneath  the  conjunctiva  of  the  right  eye ; 
but  a  few  days  after  admission  the  strabismus  disappeared. 

On  the  11th  day,  May  28th,  the  patient  first  complained  of  pain  in 
and  around  the  orbit  on  the  left  side,  and  a  slight  prominence  of  the  eye- 
ball was  noticed.  * 

A  few  days  later,  June  2d,  he  was  found  to  be  affected  with  paralysis 
of  the  portia  dura,  or  facial  nerve,  on  the  same  side,  and  slight  deafness. 
The  pain  in  the  orbit  assumed  a  tensive  character,  and  continued 
slowly  to  increase,  as  also  did  the  exophthalmia.  Vision  remained  undis- 
turbed. The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  were  .very  much  congested,  and 
aeram  collected  in  the  sub-conjunctival  cellular  tissue,  causing  it  to  pro- 
trude between  the  lids. 

At  this  time  the  patient  was  considered  by  Dr.  Buck,  under  whose 
care  he  was  admitted,  to  have  fracture  at  the  base  of  the  skull,  involving 
the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  of  the  left  side,  as  evidenced  by 
the  bleeding  and  subsequent  free  watery  discharge  from  the  ear,  and  the 
lesion  oi  the  facial  nerve  passing  through  the  bone.  The  orbital  pain  and 
exophthalmia  were  supposed  to  depend  upon  inflammation,  and  to  threaten 
abscess  at  the  bottom  of  the  orbit.  I  fully  adopted  this  view  of  the  case 
when  1  took  charge  of  the  patient  on  the  1st  of  June ;  but  the  orbital 
symptoms  neither  yielding  to  treatment  Cbj  leeches,  <fec.)  nor  yet  advanc- 
ing to  suppuration,  I  was  forced  to  look  farther  for  their  explanation.  In 
examining  the  patient  carefully  from  day  to  day,  and  searching  after 
possible  causes  for  the  exophthalmia  and  orbital  pain,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  there  might  be  lesion  of  a  blood-vessel  at  the  bottom  of  the  orbit ; 
and  I  accordingly  felt  for  pulsation,  and  also  placed  my  ear  upon  the  pa- 
tient's eye  to  ascertain  if  any  anomalous  pulsation  could  be  detected  by 
auscultation.  In  this  I  was  successful  on  the  8th  of  June,  the  20th  day 
after  the  injury,  in  distinguishing  a  well-marked  aneurismal  bruit,  syn- 
chronous with  the  radial  pulse,  and  arrested  promptly  by  making  pres- 
Bure  over  the  common  carotid  of  the  same  side.  The  protrusion  and 
conjunctival  turgescence  were  also  sensibly  diminished  by  interrupting 
the  circulation  through  the  carotids. 

The  inference  was  now  plain  that  a  tumor,  connected  with  an  artery, 
aneurismal  in  its  nature,  and  probably  produced  by  violence  done  to  the 
ophthalmic  branch  of  the  internal  carotid  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  was 
the  cause  of  the  pain  in  the  orbit,  and  of  the  protrusion  of  the  eye-ball. 
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Thin  also  explained  the  congestion  and  oedema  of  the  conjunctiva,  by 
preesure  upon  the  ophthalmic  vein  aa  it  iasues  from  the  bottom  of  the  or- 
bit Ihrougn  the  foramen  lacerum. 

As  the  aneurism  was  evidently  increasing,  I  called  a  consultation  on 
the  20th  June,  and  placed  a  ligature  upon  the  left  common  carotid,  with 
the  effect  of  arresting  at  once  &e  aneurismal  bruit,  and  relieving  tbeten- 
sire  pain.  The  bulging  of  the  eye-ball  diminished,  but  more  slowly,  and 
to  a  less  degree  than  I  nad  anticipated.  The  ligature  separated  from  the 
artery  on  the  14th  day,  and  the  wound  dosed  without  accident. 

The  free  anastomotic  communication  between  the  internal  carotid  ar- 
teries of  the  two  sides,  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  through  the  circle  of 
Willis,  apparently,  by  keeping  up  a  free  circulation  through  the  aneur- 
ismal sac,  prevented  its  contraction ;  the  eye-ball  ceased  to  recede,  and 
on  the  8th  July,  18  days  after  the  ligature  of  the  carotid,  I  distinctly 
heard  th#  aneurismal  bruit  again. 

At  present,  July  22d,  the  patient^s  condition  is  not  materially  differ- 
ent from  his  state  before  the  ligature  of  the  carotid,  except  that  he  is 
entirely  free  from  pain,  and  there  is  converging  strabismus  of  the  eye,  re- 
sulting from  paralysis  of  the  sixth  nerve,  probably  by  pressure  of  the 
aneurismal  tumor.  I  am  watching  carefully  to  ascertain  any  evidences  of 
increase  of  size  in  the  tumor,  in  tiEe  hope  that  from  the  small  size  of  the 
ophthalmic  artery,  and  the  consequently  slight  force  of  the  current  of 
blood  through  it,  the  tumor  may  remain  stationary  in  size  and  require  no 
Carther  treatment  If  it  should  increase  ajp^ain,  however,  and  threaten 
such  consequences  as  to  justify  the  operation,  either  by  serious  pain  or 
by  interference  with  the  functions  of  the  eye,  the  ligature  of  the  remain- 
ing carotid  may  become  necessary ;  pressure  upon  it  promptly  arrests  the 
bruit,  and  is  followed  by  no  unpleasant  symptoms,  even  when  kept  up 
accurately  for  the  space  of  five  minutes. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  diseases  and  injuries  of  patients  admitted  into 
the  2d  surgical  divinon  during  the  month  of  June.  Number  of  patients 
on  the  Ist  June,  08 ;  admissions,  77. 

Incised  wound  of  neck,  1 ;  scalp  wounds,  3 ;  of  lip,  2  ;  wound  of 
medulla  spinalis,  1 ;  of  forearm,  1 ;  of  rectum,  1 ;  neci  (suicidal),  1 ; 
syphilis,  11;  gonorrhoea,  1;  compound  fracture  of  leg,  3;  compound 
comminuted  fracture  of  foot,  1 ;  fractured  clavicle,  2  ;  simple  fracture  of  leg, 
1 ;  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  leg,  1 ;  compound  comminuted  frac- 
ture of  forearm,  1 ;  fracture  of  arm,  I ;  compound  fracture  of  thigh,  1 ; 
fracture  of  thigh,  3 ;  ribs,  2 ;  jaw,  1 ;  compound  comminuted  fracture  of 
arm,  1 ;  fracture  of  forearm,  1 ;  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  jaw, 
1 ;  fracture  of  pelvis,  and  peritonitis,!  ;  compound  comminuted  fracture  of 
1^9 1  \  stone  in  the  bladder,.  1 ;  rupture  of  bladder,  peritonitis,  1 ;  ne- 
crosis of  tibia,  1 ;  iritis,  1 ;  tumor  (malignant)  of  groin,  1 ;  contusions, 
6 ;  ulcers,  2 ;  stricture  and  fistula,  1 ;  chronic  inflammation  of  elbow 
joint,  1 ;  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia,  I ;  eczema,  1 ;  hydrocele,  1 ;  gunshot 
wound  01  hand,  1 ;  erysipelas,  1 ;  otorrboea,  1 ;  hematuria,  1 ;  parony- 
chia, I ;  pneumonia  and  meningitis,  1 ;  phthisis,  2 ;  double  pneumonia,  1. 
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I.    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

Stated  meeting  held  at  the  University,  July  3, 1854.  President,  Dr. 
Joseph  M.  Smith,  in  the  chair.  Thirty-three  members  present  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  3)e  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Theory  and  Practice  reported  that  they  had 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Kissam  as  Chairman,  and  Dr. 
Bolton  as  Secretary,  and  recommended  cholera  as  a  subject  for  discussion 
by  the  Academy. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  for  payment,  bills  amounting  to 
$52  40. 

The  Committee  on  the  Astor  Library  reported  very  encouragingly  of 
their  labors,  and  stated  that  they  had  been  received  very  kindly  by  Dr. 
Ck>g8well,  who  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  accommodate  the  medici^ 
profession  in  the  selection  of  books  for  their  use. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  was  continued. 

Dr.  Batchelder  asked  permission  to  exhibit  a  preparation  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver.  The  nitrate  is  melted  in  a  porcelain  crucible,  and  the  end  of  a 
piece  of  .whalebone  coated  with  it  by  dipping  it  in  several  times.  It  is  a 
convenient  way  of  preparing  the  nitrate  for  use  in  various  situations,  as  in 
the  throat,  to  the  uterus,  &c.  The  whalebone  may  be  variously  shaped, 
according  to  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied. 

Dr.  H,  Green  remarked  that  there  was  a  diflference  between  the  two 
kinds  of  nitrate  of  silver  now  in  common  use.  The  ordinary  stick,  which 
is  the  impure  form  of  the  article,  acts  as  a  caustic,  in  consequence  of  the 
impurities  with  which  it  is  combined,  viz.,  nitrate  of  copper  and  nitrate  of 
potash,  while  the  pure  crystals  have  not  this  efifect,  but  act  more  as  a 
powerful  stimulant 

Dr.  Corson  inquired  whether  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver 
did  not  produce  a  better  effect,  as  an  application  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
tlian  the  stick  itself. 

Dr.  Barker  remarked  that  it  depended  upon  the  condition  of  the 
uterus.  In  simple  inflammation,  he  prefers  the  solution ;  but  in  ulcera- 
tion, or  what  some  would  term  abrasion,  he  thinks  the  impure  stick  is 
necessary;  also  in  granulations,  where  the  design  of  the  application  is  to 
modify  the  condition  of  the  parts.  In  such  cases  the  impurities  men- 
tioned act  beneficially. 

Dr.  Corson  stated  that  he  was  induced  to  ask  the  question  from 
observing  that  injury  was  produced  to  the  uterus  by  the  injudicious  use 
of  the  caustic. 

Dr.  Barker  stated  that  injury  did  follow  its  use  sometimes  in  engorge- 
ment of  the  neck  of  the  uterus;  but  even  in  this  case,  the  apparent  evil 
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produced  resulted  favorably,  in  changing  the  character  of  the  part,  and 
bringing  about  a  more  healthy  action. 

Dr.  JET.  Green  referred  to  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Dr. 
Watson,  of  Glasgow.  Dr.  Watson  states,  that  in  his  experience,  where 
the  inflammation  is  very  great,  as  in  laryngitis,  &c^  the  weaker  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  is  the  best  application ;  but  in  subacute  inflammation, 
as  in  oedema  glottidis,  the  strong  solution  is  preferable. 

Dr.  Batchelder  inquired  whether  any  gentleman  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  using  the  chloride  of  zinc  as  an  application  to  mucous  surfaces. 
He  has  used  it  with  advantage  in  place  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
vagina,  and  also  to  the  cervix  uteri ;  and  in  a  weaker  form,  he  has  used 
it  in  gonorrhoea,  in  preference  to  any  other  application.  It  is  equally 
advantageous  in  leucorrhoea,  and  also  useful  in  spermatorrhoea.  In  a  few 
cases  it  may  not  agree ;  then  Dr.  B.  uses  the  tincture  of  iodine.  The 
chloride  of  zinc  is  likewise  useful  in  follicular  disease  of  the  throat 

Dr.  Corson  remarked  that  he  found  it  useful  in  a  case  of  lupus.  It 
was  made  into  a  paste  with  an  equal  part  of  flour.  Dr.  &.  remarked  that 
he  was  pleased  with  Dr.  Greenes  remarks.  He  has  observed  that  in  many 
cases  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  inflamed  surfaces  increased 
the  inflammation.  In  a  case  of  oedema  glottidis,  where  a  strong  solution 
was  used,  suflbcation  followed  its  use.  Dr.  C.  thinks  that  much  yet  is  to 
be  learned  in  respect  to  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

Dr.  Barker  remarked  that  he  has  experimented  with  the  chloride  of 
zinc  as  a  remedy  in  the  cases  referred  to  by  previous  gentlemen,  and  found 
it  useful  in  many  cases.  In  certain  cases  of  acute  vaginitis  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  cervix,  after  labor,  in  consequence  of  acrid  lochial  discharges, 
it  is  beneflcial.  The  strength  in  which  he  used  it  in  these  cases  was  one 
grain  to  an  ounce  of  water.  Another  way  of  using  it  is  the  preparation 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Corson.  Dr.  B.  has  used  it  thus  in  enlai^ged  cervix 
uteri,  with  malignant  ulceration,  with  fetid  discharges.  It  removes  the 
unhealthy  and  spongy  ulcerations,  and  destroys  the  odor. 

Dr.  Batchelder  inquired  of  Dr.  Barker  whether  he  had  any  difficulty 
arising  from  the  spreading  of  the  paste. 

Dr.  Barker  stated  that  he  had  not  He  was  in  the  habit  of  using  an 
ivory  cylinder  speculum.  He  places  lint  in  the  speculum  in  such  a  way 
as  to  circumscribe  the  application. 

The  subject  of  cholera  was,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medidne,  chosen  as  the  subject 
for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Academy. 

Dr.  J,  G,  Adams  announced  the  deaths  of  Drs.  William  H.  Macneven 
and  Isaac  Greene,  both  fellows  of  the  Academy, — ^that  of  Dr.  M.  hariog 
occurred  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  May  last,  and  that  of  Dr.  G.  at  Coin- 
wall,  Orange  Co.,  New  York,  July  1st;  and  ofiered  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  regret  of  the  Academy  at  their  loss,  and  of  condolence  with  the 
families  of  the  deceased  in  their  affliction. 

Drs.  Batchelder,  R.  S.  Kissam,  Adams,  Corson,  and  Hubbard  weie 
appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  Academy 
into  sections. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 
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II.    NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Extracts  from  the  Records^  by  C.  F.  Hetwood,  M.  D.  Secretary, 

Dr.  C,  J),  Smith  related  the  following  case : — 

A  ladj,  living  in  California,  injured  her  cheek  with  her  teeth  during 
a  puerperal  convidsion,  about  a  year  ago.  Stomatitis  with  ulceration 
followed,  and  after  cicatrization,  the  jaw  remained  permanently  fixed, 
permitting  nothing  larger  than  an  ordinary  lead  pencil  to  enter  the 
mouth,  and,  of  course,  preventing  the  use  of  solid  food. 

On  examination,  Dr.  Smith  found  a  tough,  thick  band  extending 
across  opposite  the  first  and  second  molar  teeth,  and  proposed  to  dissect 
it  ont 

The  patient  consenting  to  the  operation,  ether  was  given,  and  about 
one  inch  of  the  band  was  carefully  dissected  away.  Mott's  dilator  was 
then  applied,  and  the  mouth  freely  opened  before  the  effects  of  the  anaes- 
thetic agent  had  passed  off.  A  compress  was  then  applied,  and  the 
patient  was  left  for  a  while ;  at  the  end  of  two  hours  the  wound  was  found 
to  have  bled  badly.  The  haemorrhage  unfortunately  continued,  not- 
withstanding the  assiduous  application  of  all  the  ordinary  means,  until 
the  next  morning,  when  it  ceased  after  the  free  use  of  caustic.  ^ 

The  mouth  could  be  well  opened,  and  it  was  not  thought  advisable 
to  reapply  the  dilator  at  this  time,  for  fear  of  bleeding.  A  piece  of  sponge 
was  inserted.  At  the  end  of  two  days  it  was  discovered  that  the  jaw  was 
much  less  movable,  and  mechanical  dilatation  was  recommenced,  and 
continued  for  six  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  something  had  been 
gained ;  but  it  was  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  At  the  end  of  nine 
weeks,  the  mouth  could  be  pretty  well  opened,  so  that  the  back  teeth 
conld  be  seen»  and  the  patient  could  eat  and  talk  pretty  well.  The  dilator 
is  still  used  every  day,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  another  band  has 
formed. 

In  answer  to  inquiries.  Dr.  Smith  said  it  was  his  belief  that  the  whole 
of  the  original  band  was  removed  at  the  operation. 

Dr.  Smith  then  reported  the  following  case: — 

A  lady,  pregnant  for  the  first  time,  presented  the  following  symptoms : 
Severe  pain  in  forehead  and  temples,  oedema  over  malar  bones  and 
frontal  sinus,  also  in  feet,  legs,  genital  organs,  and  lower  part  of  abdomen; 
and,  as  the  urine  was  albuminous,  there  seemed  to  be  good  reason  to  ex- 
pect convulsions  during  the  approaching  labor. 

The  first  labor  pain  occurred  on  a  Saturday.  The,  oe  dilated  well; 
bat  after  three  or  four  hours,  no  advance  had  been  made,  and  the  uterine 
contractions  subsided.  An  opiate  suppository  was  administered  at  night, 
and  she  slept  well.  On  Monday,  the  bead  came  down,  and  when  it  had 
reached  the  lower  strait,  she  shrieked  out,  complaining  of  intense  pain  in 
the  head.  Sbe  was  instantly  bled  to  the  amount  of  14  02.  The  head  of 
the  child  remained  fixed  for  five  hours,  and  was  then  bom  at  11,  P.M.;  but 
no  convulsion  occurred.  After  three  days,  a  critical  discharge  of  urine 
and  sweat  occurred,  and  the  anasarca  disappeared.  The  case  subsequently 
terminated  well. 


404  ProceediTiga  of  Societiee.  [Ang.y 

The  child  was  bora  at  eight  months,  and  did  not  at  first  breathe. 
The  cord  was  suffered  to  bleed,  and  hot  and  cold  aflfusions  alternately 
applied.  Finally,  artificial  respiration  was  resorted  to,  and  after  being 
continued  for  fifteen  minutes  it  revived  the  child,  who  is  now  doing  well. 

Dr.  Monell  reported  the  case  of  a  woman  who  came  under  his  care 
complaining  of  severe  colic,  constipation,  and  vomitinff.  On  examination, 
he  found  Uie  rectum  obstructed  by  a  tumor  which  proved  to  be  the^ 
uterus  retroverted.  The  tube  of  a  stomach  pump  could  be  passed  up  at 
first,  but  the  obstruction  finally  increased,  so  that  not  even  a  bougie  could 
be  made  to  pass  it.  While  under  treatment,  she  suddenly  died  with 
symptoms  of  strangulation.    No  autopsy  could  be  obtained. 

ur,  Monell  added  the  following  case  of  syphilis  in  a  child : — ^The 
patient  was  a  boy,  nine  years  of  age.  The  mother  ^ave  the  history  of 
the  case  as  follows : — Its  parents  were  both  healthy  before  and  at  the 
time  of  its  birth.  The  child  was  also  healthy  until  the  age  of  six  years, 
when  it  was  inoculated  in  Ireland  with  sra all-pox  virus.  An  ulceration 
occurred  at  the  place  of  inoculation,  which  was  a  long  time  healing ;  and 
a  general  eruption  also  occurred,  which  remained  for  months.  At  the 
present  time,  there  are  several  copper-colored  spots  on  the  arms.  Eight 
days  ago, a  sore  throat  commenced,  and  two  days  ago  laryngitis  occurred; 
and  he  is  now  moribund. 

A  general  discussion  followed  the  recital  of  this  case  upon  the  hered- 
itary transmissibility  of  syphilis,  and  its  communicabiiity  in  connection 
with  variolus  or  vaccine  virus;  during  which.  Dr.  Bolton  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  in  the  case  just  related,  the  syphilis  had  existed  but  a  short 
time,  and  that  the  primary  sore  was  in  the  throat ;  that  the  symptoms 
referred  to  the  efifects  of  inoculation,  might  be  explained  in  various  ways ; 
and  that,  in  general  terms,  it  had  never  been  demonstrated  that  con- 
stitutional diseases  could  be  communicated  from  one  person  to  another 
in  connection  with  vaccine  matter. 

Some  facts  were  mentioned  by  Dr.  Huhhard  and  others,  in  this  con- 
nection, illustrating  the  opinion  that  syphilis  may  be  imparted  by  a 
diseased  father  to  his  offspring,  without  affecting  the  mother.  The  case 
was  mentioned  of  a  gentleman  who  presented  evidences  of  secondary 
disease,  without  ever  having  had  a  visible  primary  sore,  nor  had  there 
ever  been  positive  evidence  of  a  chancer  within  the  urethra.  He  had 
had  a  slight  gonorrhoea,  but  no  bubo.  The  patient  was  apparently  cured, 
and  sometime  after,  married.  His  first  child  died  at  the  age  of  ax 
months  with  well-marked  secondary  and  tertiary  symptoms.  But  the 
mother  was  not  at  all  affected.  The  father's  case  was  considered  by  some 
to  favor  Vidal's  idea  that  syphilis  may  become  constitutional  by  absorp- 
tion, without  having  produced  a  primary  local  sore ;  but  it  was  maintained 
by  others  that  there  must  have  been  a  concealed  chancer. 

Dr.  Hubbard  alluded  to  the  case  of  a  married  woman  who  had  never 
menstruated.  8he  was  not  deficient  in  sexual  feeling,  and  the  os  uteri 
and  external  genitals  were  normal  in  situation  and  appearance.  The  pro- 
priety of  using  Simpson's  sound  was  discussed. 
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Dr.  Monell  had  seen  a  woman  four  months  advanced  in  pregnancy 
who  had  never  menstruated. 

Dr.  J.  0,  Stone  related  the  following  case  of  urinary  calculi : — ^A 
man,  of  middle  age,  had  had  for  several  months  scanty  and  bloody 
urine,  frequent  micturition,  pain  deep  seated  in  pelvis,  and  referred  to 
the  end  of  penis.  About  the  first  of  January,  he  had  symptoms  of  the 
passage  of  a  stone  along  one  of  the  ureters.  From  that  time  he  suffered 
but  little  till  the  last  of  February.  As  he  presented  some  signs,  at  this 
time,  of  calculus  in  the  bladder,  a  catheter  was  passed.  By  this  means, 
s,  hard,  gritty,  irregular  substance,  or  substances,  was  discovered.  The  next 
day,  thirty  or  forty  small  stones  were  passed,  enveloped  by  blood  dots. 
The  urine  was  bloody  the  next  day,  but  no  more  stones  were  passed,  and 
none  could  be  found  in  the  bladder.    He  has  since  been  doing  well. 

Dr.  Batchelder^  in  remarking  upon  this  case,  said  that  it  was  a  good 
plan  to  pass  a  large-sized  catheter  daily  in  those  cases  where  reasons 
-existed  for  suspecting  that  a  stone  had  passed  from  the  kidney  into  the 
bladder,  in  order  to  dilate  the  passage  and  to  accustom  the  canal  to 
mechanical  impressions. 

Dr.  Stone  related  the  case  of  a  lady  who  had  had  uterine  difficulties 
for  fifteen  years,  during  twelve  of  which  she  had  been  married.  A  great 
portion  of  the  time  she  has  been  obliged  to  keep  the  recumbent  posture. 
Her  general  appearance  is  that  of  good  health.  She  has  had  no  children. 
Before  each  menstrual  period,  which  occurs  every  three  weeks,  she  has  a 
great  amount  of  local  pain,  frequent  micturition,  and  constitutional  irrita- 
tion. The  catamenia  have  been  for  several  years  excessive  in  amount. 
She  has  been  repeatedly  treated  without  benefit.  Dr.  Stone  having  dis- 
covered by  a  digital  examination  that  disease  existed  within  the  uterus, 
dilated  the  os  by  prepared  sponge*  Two  pieces  were  inserted,  each  one 
being  left  in  for  forty-eight  hours.  On  examination  afterwards,  a  lai^e 
ragged  ulceration  was  found,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  neck  and 
beyond.  The  anterior  wall  of  the  body  had  a  thickened,  pulpy  feel.  She 
soon  began  to  complain,  and  for  four  days  was  very  ill  with  what  ap- 
peared to  be  inflammation  of  the  uterus.  There  were  much  local  irrita- 
bility, tenderness  at  the  epigastrium,  strangury,  nausea,  fainting,  chilliness, 
-depressed  pulse;  at  no  time  much  fever.  She  was  promptly  treated  by 
bliaters,  cataplasms,  opiate  suppositories,  and  calomel,  and  soon  began  to 
improve  slowly.  Fof  several  weeks  but  little  was  gained ;  but  finally 
fihe  tolerated  local  treatment,  and  became  very  much  improved. 

Dr.  Stone  also  reported  the  following  case  of  poit-pharyngeal  abscess^ 
in  a  child  18  months  old : — A  year  ago,  this  child  had  scarlatina.  Since 
then,  she  has  been  pale  and  delicate.  In  the  early  part  of  February 
(which  was  a  month  before  he  was  called  to  visit  it  regularly — ^for  the 
present  complaint),  the  lymphatic  glands  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck 
were  found  to  be  enlarged.  Tioct.  of  iodine  was  painted  upon  them,  the 
potassio-tart.  of  iron  given  internally,  and  out-door  exercise  in  good 
weather  directed.  At  this  time,  it  was  noted  that  she  occasionally 
coughed,  and  at  times  raised  some  masses  of  indurated  mucus.  Gradu- 
<ally,  the  breathing  became  loud  during  sleep,  especialiy  in  the  night  time, 
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and  finally,  actually  snoring,  llie  child  would,  in  tlie  day  time,  play 
with  its  toys,  and  to  a  person  who  had  not  watched  it,  would  appear  ta 
be  in  possession  of  a  very  fair  amount  of  health,  and  certainly  to  be  in 
no  danger  of  its  life.  Tet,  at  night,  when  sleeping,  the  breathing  would 
become  loud,  snoring  and  choking,  so  as  to  be  heard  in  the  adjoising 
chamber  when  the  two  intervening  doors  were  shut. 

The  snoring  was  not  present  during  inspiration,  as  in  croup^  but 
during  expiration.  A  sort  of  spasm  of  the  glottis  would  come  on,  and, 
after  a  few  imperfect  gasps,  the  child  would  remain  without  breathing 
for  a  space  of  time  sufficiently  long  to  count  fifteen  or  twenty,  and  then, 
on  being  roused,  would  revive,  and  in  a  short  time  appear  quite  well,  and 
even  play. 

These  attacks,  two  weeks  after  their  commencement,  returned  as 
often  as  every  fifteen  minutes.  The  child  would  become  very  pale,  the 
head  and  face  cold,  and  in  every  respect  seem  to  be  dying.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  variation  in  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  would  seem  to  be 
this— that,  when  awake,  she  would  make  use  of  the  voluntary  muadeB 
to  aid  in  respiration ;  but,  when  asleep,  the  involuntary  muscle  only  acted, 
and  she  would  be  threatened  with  immediate  dissolution. 

The  head  was  thrown  back  when  asleep.  The  cough  and  some 
occasional  rattle  in  the  larynx  caused  me  to  believe  that  there  was 
chronic  trouble,  perhaps  oedema,  perhaps  ulceration ;  but  there  was  no 
heat  of  skin  at  any  time.    The  nature  of  the  difficulty  was  obscure. 

There  was  no  great  difficulty  in  swallowing :  bread  and  milk  were 
eaten  very  well ;  yet,  at  times,  a  slight  hesitation  was  observable,  and  on 
inquiring  it  was  stated  that  she  swallowed  a  large  quantity  (a  mouthful) 
of  fluid  with  greater  ease  than  she  would  a  teaspoonful.  The  late  Dr. 
A.  B.  Robeson  was  the  first  who  called  my  attention  to  ibis  peculiariW 
in  swallowing  liquids,  in  some  cases  of  post-pharyngeal  abscess  whi<s 
came  under  his  care  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  three  years  since.  It  induced 
me  to  examine  the  pharynx  with  care,  but  I  did  not  for  a  week  see  any 
thing,  or  with  the  probe  discover  any  thing  wrong  there.  The  throat  was 
examined  daily,  and  Dr.  Tellkampf,  who  was  associated  with  me  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  case  when  tne  symptoms  were  severest,  did  not  for 
several  days  discover  the  abscess.  Several  days  elapsed  before  we  found 
it.  When  found,  I  immediately  opened  it  with  a  bistoury,  with  sopoe 
immediate  benefit  to  the  symptoms,  but  it  did  not  continue.  The  snoring 
and  spasm  returned,  and  the  child  seemed  to  be  dying ;  but,  on  intixK 
ducing  the  probe  through  the  opening,  the  accumulated  pus  escaped 
again  with  benefit  This  was  done  daily  for  several  days,  and  all  bad 
symptoms  gradually  disappeared. 

The  symptoms  of  post-pharyngeal  abscess  in  children  must  at  all 
times  be  obscure,  and  especially  in  those  cases  where  repeated  exanainar 
tions  of  the  throat  do  not  lead  to  its  discovery.  In  the  present  case,  it 
would  seem  that  the  abscess  originated  at  a  spot  below  the  level  of  the 
glottis,  and  could  not  be  discovered  until,  by  its  increased  size,  it  came 
within  reach  of  the  probe. 

Dr.  Huhhard  reported  the  following  case : — ^A  child,  three  years  of 
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age,  was  attacked  with  convulsions  several  weeks  ago.  Up  to  that  time 
it  had  been  well,  and  had  eaten  a  good  dinner  on  that  day.  It  had  cut 
all  itB  teeth,  and  do  excitiog  cause  could  be  discovered.  The  convulsions 
were  general,  and  continued  from  7,  A.M.  to  1,  P.M.  During  the  last  hour 
they  were  confined  to  the  left  side ;  the  face,  hand,  and  lower  extremity 
being  implicated.  They  ceased  first  from  the  face.  All  the  ordinary  reme- 
dies to  cut  short  the  paroxysm,  were  tried  without  avail.  The  bowels 
were  evacuated  by  enemata.  When  the  spasmodic  action  ceased,  it  was 
left  paralyzed.  The  next  day  (Monday)  it  was  comfortable.  One  leech 
was  applied,  the  bowels  were  opened,  and  a  warm  bath  was  given.  On 
Tuesday  paralysis  remained  as  before ;  a  slight  convulsion  of  left  side 
occun'ed.  The  child  was  quite  rational,  and  so  remained.  At  the  end 
of  three  weeks  the  paralysis  had  left  the  right  side,  and  the  left  foot  had 
recovered  slight  power  of  motion,  and  the  left  upper  extremity  was  moved 
in  sleep,  but  not  at  all  when  the  child  was  awake. 

When  irritated,  this  arm  becomes  rigid.  The  left  leg  can  be  drawn 
up  voluntarily ;  sensibility  unaffected ;  it  eats  and  sleeps  well,  has  no 
nausea,  and  is  not  constipated ;  respiration  unaffected,  but  a  slight  coueh 
exists ;  no  emaciation ;  it  has  been  blistered  at  back  of  neck.  Some  dis- 
eofision  followed  as  to  the  nature  and  seat  of  the  disease.  In  answer  to 
inquiries,  Dr.  H.  said,  that  in  the  lower  part  of  the  house  in  ^hich  the 
ehild  lived,  there  was  a  paint  shop.  Dr.  Hubbard  added  that  the  child 
had  had  two  similar  attacks — once  in  infancy,  and  once  six  months  before 
the  last.    It  was  at  this  time  paralyzed  for  two  days. 

Dr.  Bajtchelder  said,  that  lead  poisoning  was  not  always  indicated  by 
a  blue  line  on  the  gums. 

Dr.  Stcne^  in  remarking  upon  the  fact  that  the  left  arm  was  used  in 
sleep  alone,  said  that  probably  the  hmb  was  not  completely  paralyzed  at 
any  time,  and  that  the  child  preferred  to  use  the  other  arm  when  awake, 
merely  because  it  was  more  under  the  control  of  its  volition.  By  others 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  paralysis  was  actually  greater  during 
the  waking  state. 

Br.  Heywcod  mentioned  a  case  of  convulsions,  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  testimony  to  the  remarkable  efficacy  of  chloroform  in  spasmodic 
affections.  The  patient  was  a  healthy  boy,  three  years  of  age.  The  con- 
vulsions occurred,  without  discoverable  cause,  at  10  1-2,  P.  M.,  during 
sleep,  and  continued  without  the  slightest  intermission,  except  for  one 
period  of  10  minutes,  until  4  1-2,  A.  M. — ^all  the  usual  means  failing  to 
produce  any  benefit,  at  length  inhalation  of  chloroform  was  tried.  In 
a  lew  seconds  the  child  was  quiet,  and  the  agent  was  withdrawn.  At  the 
end  of  10  minutes  the  paroxysm  recommenced,  and  the  inhalation  was 
renewed.  A  sound  sleep  followed,  which  lasted  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
when  the  child  awoke,  looked  about  in  its  natural  manner  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  fell  off  into  a  healthy  sleep  which  lasted  8  or  4  hours.  It 
remained  paralyzed  on  the  left  side,  but  without  any  convulsive  action, 
several  hours,  but  the  next  day  was  playing  about  as  well  as  ever. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times : 

Sir — ^During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  Paris  last  autumn  and 
winter,  M.  Leudet,  at  that  time  the  interne  of  M.  Roger,  of  La  Chariti^ 
and  now  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Bureau  Central^  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession,  through  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  Hebdomadi^ire,  to  the 
fact  that,  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  of  recovery  from  cholera,  one  of 
the  primary  and  most  important  signs  of  such  recovery  was  a  diminution 
in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  This  fact  had  been  hmted  at  by  certain 
medical  writers  in  their  treatises  on  this  disease,  but  we  believe  M.  Leudet 
was  the  first  specially  to  call  the  notice  of  physicians  to  it 

During  the  visit  of  that  epidemic,  I  was  prosecuting  my  studies  in 
the  wards  of  La  Charite^  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Leudet;  and  I  had 
ample  opportunity  to  test  the  value  of  this  prognostic  sign.  In  no  case 
of  recovery  from  the  disease  was  this  symptom  wanting:  it  was  present 
in  but  one  case  which  resulted  in  death. 

Yet,  of  course,  after  a  merely  limited  number  of  observations,  it  is  not 
now  to  be  maintained  that  this  symptom  is  always  present  in  cholera,  or, 
when  present,  that  it  should  serve  as  an  infallible  prognostic  sign.  But  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  attention  of  the  profession  in  New  Ton:  has  been 
called  to  the  circumstance  at  all ;  and,  believing  that  any  fact  regarding 
cholera  is  so  much  additional  stock  to  our  knowledge  of  the  affection,  and 
that  this  fact  will  be  so  regarded  by  you,  I  have  thought  it  worth  while 
to  make  a  translation  of  Dr.  Leudefs  note,  which  I  herewith  inclose. 
I  remain,  Yours,  Ac, 

W.  E.  Vermilte, 

278  Sixth  Avenue,  July,  1854. 

"  On  the  Prognostic  Value  of  the  Diminution  of  the  Pulse  in  Cholera. 

^^  The  authors  who  have  described  the  different  epidemics  of  cholera, 
have  mentioned,  in  some  cases,  a  singular  modification  of  the  ciroulation 
in  connection  with  this  disease,  namely,  a  marked  diminution  of  the 
pulse.  This  phenomenon,  it  appears  to  me,  has  not  sufficiently  attracted 
attention  in  the  present  epidemic  (Dec.  '53).  In  a  certain  number  of 
cases  at  the  Charity  Hospital,  entrusted  to  the  (iare  of  my  excellent  maiire^ 
M.  Roger,  I  have  succeeded  in  establishing  this  modification  in  the  rapid- 
ity of  the  arterial  pulsations.  It  is  well  known  that  in  severe  {grave) 
cholera,  that  is  to  say,  that  which  is  characterized  by  numerous  whitash. 
stools,  vomitings,  coldness,  and  blueness  of  the  surface,  the  pulse  loses 
more  or  less  of  force,  being  augmented  at  the  same  time  in  rapidity.  At 
a  more  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  when  reaction  comes  on,  this  ab- 
normal frequency  of  pulse  gives  place  to  a  marked  diminution. 

^^  The  diminution  of  the  pulse  has  been  observed  by  us  only  in  those 
patients  who  have  recovered ;  it  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  always  want- 
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ing  in  tbo^e  who  have  succumbed.  The  latter  have  nearly  all  died  after 
a  short  duration  of  the  disease.  We  do  not  wish  to  assert  that  this  is 
true  as  regards  patients  dying  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  in  the 
form  of  reaction,  which  is  commonly  called  typhoid ;  still,  from  our  obser- 
vations at  the  Hdiel  Dieu  of  Paris,  in  the  epidemic  of  1849,  we  hold  to 
the  opinion  that,  in  general,  the  pulse  remains  accelerated  even  at  this 
stage  of  cholera. 

"  In  six  cases  (the  number  of  patients  as  yet  being  limited),  this  dimi- 
nution of  the  pulse  was  noticed  by  us  in  a  marked  manner.  It  showed 
itself  in  these  patients  from  the  fifth  to  the  seventh  day  of  the  affection. 

"  All  the  patients  exhibited  a  grave  form  of  cholera — ^vomitings,  white 
stools,  cold  extremities,  etc.  With  the  majority  of  them  convalescence 
was  established  slowly,  being  interrupted  by  persistent  vomitings  and 
prolonged  enervation ;  still,  the  diminution  of  the  pulse  was  always  pre- 
ceded by  a  cessation  of  the  symptoms,  in  that  form  of  reaction  which  has 
been  commonly  called  incomplete  reaction. 

^  As  yet,  we  have  not  observed  the  same  diminution  of  pulse  in  those 
subjects  attacked  with  slight  symptoms,  as  white  discharges  without 
vomitings,  without  loss  of  temperature,  especially  when  these  symptoms 
were  of  short  duration  and  were  terminated  by  a  rapid  cure. 

"  The  number  of  pulsations,  as  a  general  thing,  diminishes  in  an 
exceedingly  rapid  manner,  falling  often  from  forty  to  eighty  pulsations  in 
the  space  of  one  or  two  days.  This  diminution  continues  usually  a  few. 
days,  and  is  then  followed  by  the  normal  frequency  of  the  pulse  of  the 
healthy  male  adult 

'*  In  recapitulation :  the  diminution  of  the  pulse  often  takes  place  in 
severe  cholera  in  those  cases  which  terminate  favorably.  It  appears,  then, 
that  this  symptom  is  a  prognostic  sign  of  happy  augury." 
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"  Gleanings  AhroadP    No.  Y. — Rome.    By  an  Ex-Editor. 

July  2Uh,  1854. 

On  the  dOth  April,  at  6,  A.  M.,  we  bade  adieu  to  Naples  and  Vesu- 
vius, taking  the  railroad  to  Capua ;  la  Montagna  (as  Vesuvius  is  called 
by  the  people)  being  on  our  right,  and  gilded  by  **  Apollo's  rising  beams." 

This  mountain,  instead  of  being  regarded  by  the  people  with  dread,  is 
their  pride  and  glory ;  even  its  eruptions  have  not  the  disastrous  effects 
of  the  inundations,  choleras,  and  other  plagues  of  Northern  Italy.  Its 
lavas  furnish  the  finest  pavement  for  the  streets  of  Naples ;  its  scoriae, 
tinted  with  azure,  blue,  yellow,  and  orange,  are  worked  up  into  innumer- 
able objects  of  art,  or  fancy,  constituting  a  very  important  branch  of 
commerce;  its  ashes  produce  most  excellent  fruit,  and  the  celebrated 
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wine,  of  Lftohryma  Christie  is  the  product  of  Vesumn  vineyards.  Thus 
we  have  life  from  death,  and  one  is  readj  to  believe  that  Pompeii  was 
engulfed  only  to  gratify  our  curiosity,  excite  our  admiration,  or  mortify 
our  pride.  The  devout  Neapolitan  reposes  in  confident  security,  while 
the  statue  of  St  Januarius,  with  uplifted  hand,  seems  to  say  to  Vesuvius^ 
«« thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  but  no  farther." 

Breakfasted  at  Capua,  a  vile  place,  in  a  most  fertile  district,  famed  for 
its  com,  oil,  and  wine,  but  where  even  Hannibal^s  example  could  not 
induce  us  to  prolonf^  our  stay.  The  kitchm  of  the  restaurant  served  ub  for 
a  temple  of  Oloacina ;  the  worship  of  the  goddess  is  also  performed 
throughout  Italy,  in  high-ways  and  by-wavs,  under  the  open  canopy  of 
heaven.    By  way  of  compensation,  we  dined  and  slept  at   Mola  di 
Gmta,  in  the  villa  of  Cicero,  with  its  orange,  myrtle  and  lemon  groves, 
ita  ruins,  its  asure  Mediterranean,  and  it$  JUtu  and  hed-hugi.    We  might 
have  been  too  much  excited  by  the  scenery  and  its  classic  associationa, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  depletive  process  practiced  upon  us  by 
these  not  useless  insecta.    The  tomb  of  the  great  Roman  orator,  and  the 
prison  of  the  great  dictator  Marius  were  in  our  immediate  neighborhood  ; 
while,  along  Uie  road,  our  charity  was  solicited  by  beggars,  with  Spanish 
doaln  and  most  briffand-like  physiognomies ;  Itri  and  Fondi  have  not 
ceased  to  levy  contnbutions  upon  the  unwary  traveler.    Crossed  the 
Pontine  Manhes^  that  great  bugbear  of  travelers,  and  found  them  maeh 
improved  in  appearance  and  cultivation,  since  our  previous  visit    The 
road  is  on  a  straight  line  for  2  4  miles,  lined  for  two-thirds  of  the  way  with 
a  double  row  of  frees,  and  a  canal  for  drainage,   constructed  by  Fiua 
VIL    These  marshes  extend  from  the  Appenines  to  the  sea,  varying  in 
width  from  six  to  fifteen  miles,  and  being  twenty-four  miles  in  length.    A 
deserted  church  is  seen  near  the  poet-house,  and  the  few  inhabitants  one 
meets  with  have  the  peculiar  caeheetic  aspect  produced  by  malaria,  the 
complexion  being  neither  sallow  nor  yellow,  but  a  dirty  compound  c^  the 
two  colors.    A  miserable  leech  catcher  in  a  pond,  pursuing  his  aTocation 
(the  leeches  attaching  themselves  to  his  naked  lower  extremities),  was  the 
best  examnle  presented  of  the  malarious  physiognomy.    The  towns  are  situ- 
ated on  the  south-western  slope  of  the  Appenines,  and  are  not  always  se- 
cure from  malaria,  owing  to  the  sirocco,  loaded  with  moisture,  sweeping 
before  it  the  exhalations  of'  the  marshes,  and  depositing  them  upon  tJhe 
first  rising  grounds  met  with  in  its  course.     The  inhabitants  of  these 
towns  are  also  exposed  to  sudden  vicissitude  of  temperature,  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  mountains,  so  that  they  are  continually  between  Scylla 
and  Charybdis.    If  it  be  not  the  dreaded  Terziano  which  invades  their 
dwellings,  it  may  be  rheumatism,  or  diseases  of  the  respiratory  apparatos. 
The  Pontine  Marshes  may  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  progressive  im- 
provement ;   with  the  more  careful  dhiinage,  and  increased  cultivation, 
there  must  be  a  diminution  of  the  malaria,  as  the  healthier  aspect  of  the 
post-boys  and  peasantry  already  attests.    We  pass  on  to  Rome  by  the  high 
lands  of  Cistema,  Velletri,  Geuzano,  Ariccia,  and  Albano ;  from  thence,  we 
descend  to  the  Roman  Campagna,  another  hot-bed  of  malaria,  mnce 
the  earliest  times,  as  both  Cicero  and  Livy  testify.    During  the  summer 
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season,  it  is  dangerous  to  inhabit  it ;  Albano^  Tivoll,  Frescati,  being 
resorted  to,  for  their  immunity  from  pestilence,  it  is  for  the  most  part  uncul- 
tiyated,  and  used  for  grazing  purposes.  It  has  been  questioned  whether 
cultivation  would  render  it  more  salubrious,  fi  some  of  the  most  fertile 
and  beat-cultivated  portions  of  Italy  are  uninhabitable :  this  remark  will  not, 
I  believe,  apply  to  our  own  country.  We  are  in  Rome,  the  mistress  of 
the  world,  the  metropolis  of  science  and  art,  the  city  of  Galen  and  Oelsus, 
with  its  temple  of  JSsculapius,  and  with  its  sacred  serpent  from  Epidaurus ; 
let  us  visit  a  few  of  the  objects  of  interest  to  the  medical  observer.  The 
great  Hotpital  of  Santo  SpiritOy  near  St  Peter's,  and  the  smaller  one,  of 
Xa  CoMolazionej  near  the  capitol,  I  have  already  alluded  to :  the  wards 
of  the  former,  containing  400  beds,  in  one  continuous  gallery,  with  the 
ohapel  (after  the  design  of  Palladio)  in  the  center ;  patients  may  thus,  in 
their  beds,  participate  in  the  sacred  service  of  the  church.  A  Foundling 
ffospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum  are  attached  to  this  great  establishment ; 
number  of  loundlings  annually,  8,000.  The  Consolazione  receives  the 
stabbing  cases, /m^»,  as  they  are  called,  and  can  accommodate  90  patients ; 
jealousy  is  the  most  frequent  cause ;  there  are  but  few  cases  in  proportion 
to  what  occurred  formerly ;  yet,  on  holidays,  and  in  the  wine  shops,  these 
are  not  uncommon,  knives  in  Rome  taking  the  place  of  the  fist  elsewhere. 
In  the  Lunatic  Asylum  are  420  beds ;  the  mortality  is  11  per  cent,  mor* 
tality  among  foundlings^  12  percent 

In  the  treatment  of  lunatics,  the  use  of  chains  and  the  lash  is  still 
persevered  in  ;  most  common  cause  of  insanity ,  religious  fanaticism  or 
disappointed  love.  There  are  two  great  hospitals  for  women  in  the  pi- 
^  azza  of  St  John  Lateran,Vith  400  beds ;  the  principal  diseases  treated  are 
fevers  and  phthisis ;  there  is  also  a  hospital  for  prostituteSy  although  no 
bouses  of  prostitution  are  tolerated.  The  hospital  of  San  Gallieano  is 
devoted  to  cutaneous  diseases,  and  has  238  beds,  under  the  charge  of  the 
Gray  Sisters.  Besides  these,  are  the  hospitals  of  St,  QiacomOy  on  the 
Oorso,  of  St.  John  Calahitay  famous  for  its  pharmacy,  and  the  spacious 
infirmaries  of  Termini  and  of  St.  Michel.  ThQ  latter  contains  700 
iBmates.  These  institutions  are  most  liberally  endowed,  since  charity  is 
the  great  practical  duty  inculcated  by  the  Roman  church.  Besides  assist- 
ance rendered  to  the  sick  at  their  own  homes,  4,000  patients  are  annually 
cared  for  in  the  hospitals.  The  ruins  of  the  ancient  baths  are  among  the 
most  wonderful  objects  in  modem  Rome,  the  principal  being  those  of 
Diocletian,  Titus,  and  Oaracalla ;  the  latter,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Coliseum,  from  their  extent,  rival  that  immense  structure,  and  seem  like 
the  ruins  of  a  city.  Three  thousand  persons  could  be  there  accommo- 
dated; and  they  were  used  by  both  sexes,  mingling  promiscuously  in 
large  reservoirs  of  hot  or  cold  water.  In  the  smaller  baths,  the  first  room 
was  used  for  undressing,  having,  at  its  farther  end,  a  frigidarium  with  a 
piscina  for  a  cold  bath ;  thence  is  a  passage  into  the  warm  bath  roodi, 
tepidariumy  adjoining  which  is  the  tepid  room,  with  a  haptisterium  for 
the  hot  bath.  The  ceilings  of  these  rooms  are  painted  in  fresco,  while 
the  floor  is  in  mosaic.  The  aqueducts  which  supplied  these  baths  are 
■till  in  use,  and  the  modern  city  is  thus  furnished  with  pure  water,  in 
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greater  quantity  than  ^dj  other  citv  in  the  world.    The  cloaca  maxima, 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  iu  length,  and  of  the  height  of  eighteen  feet,  bailt  of 
solid  blocks  of  stone,  is  another  wonderful  monument  of  Roman  great- 
ness in  the  days  of  Ti#quin,  besides  being  the  greatest  of  all  sewers. 
There  were  also  sewers  under  the  principal  streets,  but  the  Romans  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  private  drains  from  their 
houses.    The  cloaca  maxima,  though  built  more  than  two  thousand  years 
ago,  is  sUU  in  use,  discharging  its  filth  into  the  Tiber,  through  an  arch  of 
triple  blocks  of  travertin.    The  climate  of  Rome  is  variable,  the  transitions 
from  cold  to  heat,  and  the  reverse,  being  almost  as  sudden  as  in  our  own 
country.    The  sirocco  from  the  Mediterranean  scorches  and  relaxes,  while 
the  tramontana  chills.     The  latter  gives  energy  to  the  healthy,  but  is  the 
bane  of  the  pulmonary  invalid.     As  an  illustration  of  sudden  change,  on 
Saturday,  15  th  April,  the  weather  was  so  warm  that  it  was  unpleasant 
either  to  walk  or  ride  in  the  sun ;  on  Easter  Sunday,  16th,  the  morning 
was  so  cold  that  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  go  to  St  Peter's  without 
our  overcoats.     After  sunset  a  heavy  dew  falls,  and  it  is  not  prudent  to 
be  exposed  to  its  influence  unless  in  exercise.     Many  of  our  country- 
women suffer  in  con^eouence  of  want  of  attention  in  this  respect.    The 
Pincian  Hill,  being  a  favorite  promenade  to  witness  the  sun  set  behind 
SU  Peter's,  is  generally  crowded  at  that  hour.    The  fatigue  of  the  ascent 
induces  a  desire  for  repose  upon  the  marble  seats,  without  a  suspicion  of 
the  danger  incurred.    The  Romans  avoid  the  sun^  always  walking  on  the 
shady  side  of  the  streets.     In  riding  over  the  Campagna,  the  carts  of  the 
farmers  are  seen  to  be  provided  with  a  little  pent-house  for  shelter;  while 
our  countrymen,  as  well  as  the  English,  seem  to  delight  in  having  Apollo 
shed  his  meridian  rays  upon  them.     I  am  well  convinced  that,  in  malari- 
ous  districts,  exposure  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  is  a  frequent  excitiDg 
cause  of  disease.     Rome  is  not  the  climate  for  consumptive  patients ; 
there  is  too  much  excitement,  moral  and  physical,  for  them.     They  wiU 
expose  themselves  in  the  cold  churches  and  picture  galleries ;  they  will 
over  fatigue  themselves  at  the  Vatican,  where  even  the  vestibule  is  xnore 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fatigue  incarred 
in  mounting  the  almost  interminable  staircase ;  then,  at  the  grand  cere- 
monies, it  is  necessary  to  go  early  to  procure  a  good  place  for  observation, 
and  it  requires  very  considerable  strength  to  resist  the  crowd  and  other 
annoyances  inseparable  from  these  occasions  and  places.    The  climate  of 
Rome  seems  to  have  some  specific  effect  upon  th^nervous  system,  increas- 
ing its  susceptibility,  and  it  does  not  seem  well  adapted  for  intellectual 
labor.    Our  highly  esteemed  friend,  Rev.  Mr.  B.,  told  me  that  he  found 
it  necessary  to  suspend  his  labors  frequently  on  this  account;  there  ia  a 
stimulation  about  the  air  or  the  associations,  which  wears  out  rapidly  our 
frail  machine.     Bronchial  affections  and  chronic  rheumatism,  however 
strange  it  may  appear,  do  not  seem  to  be  aggravated  by  a  winter  residence 
at  Rome ;  a  case  of  chronic  asthma,  this  winter,  was,  on  the  contrary, 
materially  benefited.    Rheumatism  is  the  most  prevalent  disease,  and  ia 
treated,  as  are  indeed  almost  all  other  diseases,  by  free  depletion  with  the 
lancet    The  Protestant  cemetery  bears  testimony  to  the  fatal  effects   of 
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this  climate  upon  patieDts  with  phthisis.  Here  many  of  our  own  country 
repose  in  quiet  under  the  shadow  of  the  great  pyramid ;  "  the  daisies 
are  growing  over  them."  Among  this  crowd  of  tomb-stones,  I  sought  in 
vain  for  that  of  the  immortal  John  Bel).  B?s  criticisms  upon  statues, 
paintings,  and  architecture,  show  him  to  have  been  no  less  distinguished 
as  a  philosopher  than  as  an  anatomist. 

I  had  intended  to  speak  of  the  extraordinary  physical  development  of 
the  Romans,  more  particularly  of  the  Trasteverinij  who  bokst  that  they 
are  descended  from  the  ancient  Romans ;  they  inhabit  the  western  bank 
of  the  Tiber.  I  had  also  intended  to  notice  the  effect  of  castration  upon 
the  human  voice,  as  demonstrated  in  two  members  of  the  Pope's  choir, 
who  accidentally  met  with  this  misfortune ;  one  having  been  mutilated 
by  hogs,  while  sleeping  on  the  Campagna,  the  other  by  a  pistol  shot ;  but 
time  will  not  permit    In  great  haste, 

J.  G.  Adams. 


ttitoriaL 


Importance  of  Diarrhoea  as  a  toaming  Symptom  of  Cholera. 
It  is  well  known  to  the  profession  that' diarrhoea,  more  or  less  severe,  and 
of  greater  or  less  duration,  precedes  an  attack  of  cholera  in  a  large  majority  of 
eases,  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  been  confidently  asserted,  and  is  believed 
by  many,  that  cases  do  occur  without  any  waning  whatever  of  the  attack. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  can  of  course  only  be  reached  by  a  series  of  careful 
observations  made  by  those  in  every  way  qualified  to  investigate  the  subject. 
In  connection  with  this  point,  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
Dr.  Macloughlin  to  the  Registrar-General  of  England,  in  November  last,  and 
first  published  in  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  of  London,  possesses  much 
interest.    He  says : — 

**In  1849,  durifig  the  outbreak  of  cholera  here,  an  inquur  was  entered  on, 
with  the  view  to  ascertain  whether  diarrhoea  was  the  first,  the  warning  symp- 
tom, of  the  approach  of  the  disease;  aod  whether  there  were  cases  of  cholera 
beginning  at  once  by  spasms,  vomitiug,  etc.,  without  havbg  given  any  warning 
of  their  approach  by  a  diarrhoea  or  by  any  other  symptom. 

**  In  the  course  of  that  inquiry,  in  various  parts  of  London  and  in  the 
country,  3,902  cases  were  examined  into,  in  the  presence  of  about  one  hundred 
medical  gentlemen,  all  willing  to  seek,  anxious  to  find,  and  able  to  recognize 
troth ;  and  out  of  these  3,902  cases,  not  one  case  was  discovered  where  the 
disease  had  manifested  itself  suddenly  and  without  any  warning.  In  aJl  these 
3,902  cases,  tbere  had  been  a  diarrhoea  for  some  hours',  for  some  days',  or  for 
some  weeks'  duration  previous  to  an  attack  of  spasms,  etc.,  etc." 

In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Macloughlin  to  Dr.  Mott,  dated  in  Deoember  last,  which 
has  been  kindly  put  into  our  hands  by  Dr.  M.,  the  writer  says,  **  We  have  had 
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in  London  about  nine  hundred  deaths  from  cholera  daring  the  laet  fonr  months, 
and  not  one  of  these  bnt  had  a  diarrhoea  for  some  hoars,  some  days,  or  some 
weelcs.  Therefore/^  repeat,  the  qnestion  of  cholera  attacking  suddenly  and 
without  giving  any^warning  of  its  approach  is  set  at  rest  forever;  and  now 
medical  gentlemen  and  patients  must  attend  more  closely  than  ever  to  the 
diarrhoea  which  always  precedes  and  accompanies  an  outbreak  of  cholera,  as 
it  is  in  the  diarrboeal  state  that  medical  science  can  do  so  much  good  for  8u£> 
feiiog  humanity.** 

Dr.  M.  states,  in  his  letter  to  the  Registrar-General,  that  premonitory 
diarrhoea  waa  found  to  exist  in  the  cases  in  1863,  in  every  instance,  not  even 
excepting  the  eases  rsported  in  the  Weekly  Return  as  cases  of  cholera  with- 
out any  premonitory  aymptoma.  ''All  these  cases,"  he  says,  ''have  been 
inquired  into,  and  all  have  been  ascertained  to  have  had  either  a  diarrhoea  for 
some  hours  or  some  days  previous  to  the  attack  of  spasms,  etc. ;  or  the  certi- 
ficate of  death  has  been  signed  without  having  inquired  into  the  state  of  health 
of  these  patients  previous  to  the  attack  of  spasms;  or  the  medical  informant 
was  not  aware  of  what  waa  meant  by  a  premonitory  diarrhoea." 

We  need  not  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  this  point  in  conneetion  with 
cholera.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  diarrhoea  is  constantly  a  premonitory  symp- 
tom of  the  disease,  the  comparative  ease  with  which  this  is  controlled  in  a  vast 
majority  of  cases,  will  enable  the  physician  to  prescribe  for  it  with  the  pros- 
pect of  almost  universal  success,  if  called  in  season  to  his  patient,  and  shoaki 
impress  upon  the  community  the  indispensable  necessity  of  paying  attention  to 
the  verjf  earliest  indication  of  such  derangement,  and  to  use  the  appropriate 
means  for  its  relief,  and  seek  immediate  advice. 


3Bililiagrojitjlral  M^lm. 


Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption,  By  Theophilus 
Thompson,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phro- 
cians,  London ;  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Consumption  and  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest ;  drc,  &c  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  dt  Blakiston, 
1854.  pp.  289. 

Thssk  lectures  were  originally  delivered  in  1851,  and  were  published 
in  the  London  Lancet  in  Uie  same  year,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  them 
presented  to  us  in  a  more  accessible  form.  They  are  entirely  practical  in 
their  character,  and  are  oocupied  mostly  with  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  tubercular  phthisis,  which  are  treated  of  in  that  plain  and  im- 
preesiye  manner,  for  which  clinical  teaching  affords  so  good  an  opportu- 
nity.   Points  of  leading  importance  are  seJeoted,  and  iliustnted  by  < 
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aa  they  presested  themselves  at  the  Brompton  Hospital  for  Consnmption, 
where  the  lectures  were  first  given.  The  coarse  consists  of  thirteen  lec- 
tures, in  most  of  which  one  or  more  of  the  symptoms  of  consumption  or 
of  the  remedial  means  used  to  prevent  or  to  combat  it  are  discussed  in  a 
familiar  manner.  They  are  preceded  by  an  introduction  in  which  the 
physical  signs  of  phthisis  are  briefly  passed  in  review,  and  in  which  the 
author,  after  criticizing  the  ordinary  arrangement  and  classification  of 
these  signs,  proposes  a  modification  of  them,  for  which  we  must  refer  to 
the  work  itself. 

The  first  lecture  contains  some  judicious  remarks  on  the  importance  of 
the  generfil  symptoms  of  phthisis,  and  of  the  physical  and  also  the  visible 
signs,  illustrated  by  cases,  of  which  one  is  a  remarkable  case  of  the  ex- 
pectoration of  hydatids ;  and  concludes  with  observations  on  emphysema, 
and  the  causes  and  treatment  of  asthma.  With  a  view  to  produce  per- 
manent amendment,  so  desirable  in  asthma,  he  says  that  in  many  instan- 
ces grain  doses  of  mercurial  pill,  with  antimony,  when  watchfully  regula- 
ted so  as  to  avoid  salivation,  and  gradually  suspended  as  the  rhonchus 
moistens,  are  singularly  efficacious  in  subduing  the  accompanying  bron- 
chitis. When  there  is  the  least  threatening  of  consumption,  however, 
he  substitutes  for  the  mercurial  pill  a  combination  of  iodide  of  potassium 
and  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony,  to  which  he  adds  the  tincture  of  hyos- 
cyamus,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  a  fiuid  ounce  of  decoction 
of  sarsaparilla. 

In  me  second  lecture,  Dr.  T.  enters  somewhat  at  length  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  haeiJioptisis,  which  he  agrees  with  others  in  considering  as  perhaps 
the  most  significant  of  any  single  symptom  of  phthisis,  when  uncon- 
nected with  disease  of  the  heart,  or  mechanical  injuries,  or  suppressed 
catamenia.  He  regards  a  moderate  amount  of  hsemoptisis  as  rather 
beneficial  than  alarming,  a  conclusion  which  seems  to  be  supported  by 
the  cases  under  his  care,  in  which  this  symptom  tended  more  to  retard 
than  to  accelerate  a  fatal  issue.  Hence,  undue  haste  to  arrest  hssmoptisis 
should  be  deprecated ;  it  being  better,  as  a  general  rule,  to  moderate  the 
symptom  by  producing  determination  to  other  organs  than  to  employ 
direct  astringents.  He  says  that  great  benefit  is  derived  in  many  oases 
from  the  administration  twice  a  day  of  a  dose  of  calomel  or  mercurial  pills, 
with  henbane,  followed  by  half-drachm  doses  of  sulphato  of  magnesia, 
with  diluted  sulphuric  acid.  When  the  hsemoptisis  is  passive,  and  as- 
tringents are  required,  alum  is  one  of  the  best,  which  may  be  made  up  in 
the  form  of  lozenges,  with  gum  arabic,  sugar  and  gum  tragacanth,  and 
catechu,  moistened  with  rosewater,  and  these  allowed  to  dissolve  in  the 
mouth.  Turpentine  is  also  one  of  the  most  certain  and  suitable  remedies 
in  a  majority  of  cases. 

The  third  lecture  is  occupied  principally  with  the  subject  of  expecto- 
ration as  a  means  of  diagnosis,  and  its  varieties  in  different  conditions 
and  periods  of  consumption,  and  contains  much  of  interest  Dr.  T. 
makes  four  of  these  varieties :  the  salivary,  mucous,  flocculent,  and  puru- 
lent, all  of  which  are  described,  and  the  states  of  the  lung  which  they 
indicate  pointed  out    He  says  that  when  long-continued  purulent  expec- 
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tontion  is  anaocompanied  by  any  dtsdnct  rhonchos,  you  may  be  tolera- 
bly sure  that  the  source  is  a  vomica,  and  not  the  bronchial  tubes.  Tannic 
acid  is  generally  the  meet  appropriate  medicine  in  cases  of  profuse  secre- 
tion into  a  phthisical  cavity. 

The  fourth  lecture,  on  the  pulse,  its  acceleration  in  phthisis,  and  the 
effect  of  posture  upon  it  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  of  that  disease  from 
othe^  chronic  affections,  is  both  interesting  and  instructive.  Dr.  T.  says, 
''If  a  man  comes  to  you  for  medical  advice  with  a  pulse  above  00,  you 
may  generally  suspect  phthisis  from  that  symptom  alone;  for  other  dis- 
eases, when  they  quicken  the  pulse  in  so  great  a  degree,  generally 
disqualify  for  exertion."  (p.  82.)  In  health,  a  marked  difference  is  pro- 
duced in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  by  the  change  from  the  sitting  to  the 
standing  posture,  while  in  phthisis,  the  diffarence  produced  by  change  of 
posture  is  comparatively  trivial,  and  often,  especisJly  in  the  evening,  no 
difference  whatever  is  observed.  This  &ct,  to  which  attention  was  ^led 
by  Dr.  Guy  a  few  years  since,  we  have  often  verified.  The  difference 
produced  by  change  of  posture  in  health  is  greater  in  men  than  in  wo- 
men. Dr.  Guy  also  particularly  observed  the  fact  that  the  pulse  of  per- 
sona affected  with  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  is  remarkably  little  influenced 
in  its  frequency  by  change  of  position. 

The  next  two  lectures  are  devoted  to  the  subject  of  cod-liver  oil  and 
the  substitutes  for  it,  and  a  comparison  of  the  different  lands  used,  the 
effects  'of  its  introduction  into  the  system  by  friction,  etc.  Dr.  T.  consi- 
ders it  superior  to  any  other  single  remedy  in  phthisis,  and  gives  cases 
illustrating  its  value  as  a  remedial  agent  In  some  trials  of  this  remedy 
by  Dr.  T.  six  years  ago,  the  average  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  the 
coarse  kind,  resembling  what  is  used  in  preparing  leather,  did  not  differ 
materially  from  the  effect  produced  by  the  purer  varieties  since  employed. 
His  experience  is  in  /avor  of  the  use  of  liquor  potassse,  especially  in  the 
early  stage  of  phthisis.  He  thinks  that  the  oil  is  more  advantageously 
given,  to  scrofulous  subjects,  in  combination  with  an  alkali.  He  has  used 
cod-liver  oil  endermically  with  advantage,  sometimes  as  an  auxiliary  to  its 
internal  use,  but  more  especially  as  a  substitute  when  the  stomach  refuses 
to  retain  it.  He  does  not  think  the  use  of  cod-liver  oil  tends  to  increase  the 
frequency  of  hsemopUsis,  and  believes  that  if  it  has  any  influence  upon 
the  bowels,  it  is  rather  astringent  than  laxative,  and  that,  by  improving 
the  general  health,  it  tends  indirectly  to  restore  a  natural  condition  of  the 
bowels.  His  usual  plan  is  to  give  one  or  two  drachms  twice  a  day  at  first, 
gradually  increasing  the  quantity  to  half  an  ounce  three  times  a  day, 
which  limit  he  seldom  finds  it  beneficial  to  exceed.  He  mentions  as  a 
suitable  mixture,  a  combination  of  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  cod-liver  <»!, 
four  drops  of  creasote,  two  drachms  of  compound  tragacanth  powder,  and 
four  ounces  and  a  half  of  aniseed  water ;  of  which  an  ounce  may  be  taken 
thrice  daily.  He  sometimes  gives  it  with  an  infusion  of  walnut  leaves, 
which  proves  an  agreeable  vehicle,  and  an  auxiliary  in  the  treatment 
Dr.  T.  ihioks  that  one  mode  in  which  cod-liver  oil  produces  its  good 
effects  is  by  increasing  the  proportion  of  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  a 
deficient  pn^rtion  of  which  is  the  usual  peculiarity  of  phthisis  as  well  as 
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rheumatism,  and  also  of  diabetes,  in  which  diseases  it  has  also  been  used 
with  advantage,  and  that  it  is  not  useful  only  in  the  way  of  nutrition. 
He  does  not  think  that  the  comparative  efficiency  of  the  different  kinds  has 
any  relation  to  the  proportionate  quantities  of  iodine  which  they  contain. 

Dr.  T.  regards  the  other  varieties  of  fish-oil  as  differing  from  those 
obtained  from  the  liver  rather  in  degree  of  palatableness  and  agreeable- 
ness  to  the  stomach  than  in  any  essential  difference  of  virtue,  and  considers 
neat's-foot  oil  not  so  much  as  an  equivalent  as  a  rival  to  the  cod-liver  oil. 
His  experiments  with  oil  of  cocoa-nut  seem  to  show  that  it  possesses  med- 
ical properties  similar  to  those  of  cod-liver  oil.  It  benefited  some  patients 
who  had  previously  taken  cod-liver  oil  without  improvement,  and  others 
who  had  discontinued  it  on  account  of  nausea. 

The  seventh  lecture  is  devoted  to  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  in  con- 
nection with  phthisis,  and  the  conditions  of  the  urine  as  an  aid  to  diagno- 
sis ;  but  our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  give  even  an  abstract  of  it.  The 
experience  of  our  author  points  clearly  to  the  conclusion  that  phthisis 
tends  rather  to  prevent  than  to  promote  the  occurrence  of  renal  disease. 

The  next  lecture  is  upon  the  early  signs  of  consumption,  and  espe- 
cially the  prolonged  expiratory  murmur  (which  is  one  of  the  earliest  signs 
that  can  be  traced  by  auscultation),  cough,  fistula  in  ano,  and  diarrhoea 
and  its  treatment.  With  regard  to  the  expiratory  murmur,  he  says,  as 
the  result  of  his  experience,  that,  "  when  it  is  heard  extensiveIy,*or  on 
both  sides,  unassociated  with  bronchitis,  emphysema,  or  condensed  lungs, 
there  is  great  reason  to  fear,  not  only  that  the  disease  is  phthisical,  but  that 
it  will  make  rapid  progress."  (p.  150.)  He  considers  fistula  in  ano  as 
among  the  causes  tending  to  retard  the  progress  of  pulmonary  consump- 
tion. The  treatment  of  the  diarrhoea  so  apt  to  occur  in  the  last  stage  of 
phthisis,  we  must  pass  by;  and  also  the  subject  of  interrupted,  jerking,  and 
wavy  inspiration,  its  varieties,  causes,  and  illustrations,  and  other  points 
which  constitute  the  topics  of  the  ninth  lecture. 

Our  author  next  dwells  at  some  length  on  a  peculiar  appearance  of 
the  gums  in  phthisis,  which  often  occurs  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease, 
the  theories  of  its  origin,  and  its  use  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis ;  and  illus- 
trates it  by  a  well  executed,  delicately  colored  engraving  of  it.  This 
consists  ^*  of  a  mark  at  the  reflected  edge  of  the  gums,  usually  deeper  in 
color  than  the  adjoining  surface,  and  producing  a  festooned  appearance,  by 
the  accuracy  with  which  it  corresponds  with  the  course  of  the  gingival  bor- 
der ;  this  mark  is  in  some  patients  a  mere  streak,  in  others  a  margin,  some- 
times more  than  a  line  in  breadth.  In  most  decided  cases,  this  margin  is  of 
a  vermilion  tint,  inclining  to  lake."  Although  not  always  present  in  con- 
sumption, Dr.  T.  regards  its  absence  as  belonging  to  the  class  of  favorable 
circumstances.  We  regret  that  the  extent  to  which  we  have  already  ex* 
eeeded  our  intended  limits  in  the  notice  of  this  work,  prevents  any  furtb^ 
exposition  of  the  views  and  experience  of  our  author  respecting  this  symptom, 
which  promises,  in  some  cases  at  least,  to  afford  aid  in  the  diagnosis,  and 
perhaps  in  the  prognosis  of  phthisis.  We  must  close  with  the  bare  men- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  the  remaining  three  lectures.  The  eleventh  con- 
tains remarks  on  diseases  presenting  some  symptoms  resembling  those  of 
33 
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coDftumption,  as  asthma  and  cancer,  consolidation  from  chronic  inflamma- 
tion, and  hysterical  affections  simulating  phthisis.  The  twelfth  gives  a 
sketch  of  the  causes  of  consumption,  hereditary  tendency,  dbc,  the  effects 
of  climate,  value  of  the  respirator,  importance  of  muscular  exercise,  kc. 
The  last  lecture  is  occupied  with  an  account  of  some  of  the  distressing 
incidental  symptoms  of  phthisis,  as  night  perspirations  and  cough,  wi£ 
the  results  of  consumption,  apparent  cure,  contraction  of  cavities,  acute 
phthisis,  mental  condition  of  the  dying,  kc  Besides  the  colored  plate 
exhibiting  the  streaked  gums,  is  another  illustrating  the  microscopical 
appearances  of  the  expectoration,  and  of  the  blood  discs.  We  have  read 
the  lectures  of  Dr.  Thompson  with  much  satisfaction,  and  consider  them  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  that  fatal  disease  which  is  constantly 
laying  such  a  heavy  tax  upon  human  life.  The  publishere  deserve  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  part. 

Annual  Report  of  the  City  Impectorfor  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the 
year  1853.     New  York,  1854;  pp.  246. 

The  City  Inspector's  Report  for  1853,  is  one  of  our  most  useful  pub- 
lic documents,  comprising  not  only  a  full  statement  of  mortality  for  the 
year,  and  the  returns  of  births  and  marriages  from  June  to  January,  when 
the  registry  Uw  of  this  State  went  into  effect,  but  also  elaborate  compara- 
tive tables,  deductions,  and  suggestions,  useful  both  to  the  public  and  to 
the  profession.  They  have  been  collated  with  much  care,  and  must  have 
cost  a  great  amount  of  time  and  labor.  The  officers  of  the  department  de- 
serve credit  for  their  devotion  to  their  duty,  as  indicated  by  this  produc- 
tion. New  York  is,  from  its  ordinances  and  insulated  position,  almost  the 
only  place  in  this  country  where  the  number  of  returns  of  death  is  abso- 
lutely correct;  and  although  we  admit  that  a  large  number  of  the  signers 
of  certificates  are  but  **  pseudo "  physicians,  unprincipled  and  ignorant ; 
yet  the  uniform  relation  of  prevalent  diseases  to  returns  of  deaths,  as  well 
as  the  general  uniformity  observed,  in  comparison  with  rep<it8  of  well- 
governed  institutions  elsewhere,  and  those  of  more  enligntened,  albeit 
perhaps  more  despotic  governments,  where  none  but  well-qualified  prac- 
titioners are  allowed,  show  that  the  majority  of  our  returns  are  made  un- 
derstandingly.  It  is  not  our  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  review  this  docu- 
ment, but  merely  to  call  attention  to  it,  as  a  copy  of  it  is,  doubtless,  within 
the  reach  of  every  physician.  A  few  item?,  however,  may  be  mentioned. 
The  City  Inspector  sap,  in  his  opening  remarks,  "  To  guard  vigilantly 
the  laws  regulating  interments,  and  the  faithful  preservation  of  the  records 
of  causes  of  death,''  and  in  another  place,  ^a  sanitary  survey  and  regis- 
tration of  the  condition  of  every  house  and  lot,  are  functions  of  his  organi- 
zation ;  and  the  results,  gathered  and  formed  into  a  concise  history,  imbrd 
the  material  for  the  suggestion  of  measures  to  obviate  the  stealthy  march 
of  disease."  The  ward  reports  of  mortality,  and  the  remarks  on  the  rela- 
tion of  the  number  of  deaths  to  the  condition  of  the  locality,  will  be  found 
to  be  instructive.  The  usual  complete  meteorological  register  of  four 
daily  observations,  is  unique  in  this  country ;  it  was  first  introduced  by 
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the  preceding  City  Inspector,  A.  W.  White,  in  1847,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  Drake.  But  the  most  valuable  feature  of  the  compilation 
13  the  table  of  mortality  for  the  last  fifty  years ;  and  but  for  the  industry 
of  this  functionary,  who  had  a  copy  of  this  table  at  the  printer's,  all  our 
statistics  would  have  been  destroyed  when  the  City  Hall  was  burned.  We 
are  gratified  to  see  them  arranged  in  the  order  of  natural  history,  namely, 
into  two  clcutseSf  zymotic  and  sporadic  diseases,  and  the  subdivisions  of 
each  class  called  systems.  The  compilers  of  some  very  valuable  reports  of 
vital  statistics,  as  those  of  Kentucky  and  Massachusetts,  have  fallen  into 
the  error  of  counting  up  the  classes  and  subdivisions,  all  in  order,  as  so 
many  different  classes.  We  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  persuade 
medical  men  to  read  the  report,  as  we  are  confident  that  more  informa- 
tion may  be  gleaned  from  it  than  is  generally  supposed ;  what  few  gram- 
matical and  typographical  errors  there  are,  do  not  obscure  the  results  in 
the  least.  We  will  conclude  with  the  hope  that  there  will  hereafter  be 
no  more  occasion  to  complain  of  intelligent  physicians  neglecting  to  record 
births:  the  importance  of  the  record  must  be  self-evident;  if  government 
extends  no  protection  or  favors  to  our  profession,  there  is  still  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  do  our  whole  duty,  thereby  showing  that  we  deserve 
them.  J.  P.  L. 

Observations  on  Exhaustion  from  the  Effects  of  Heat,  (Coup  de  SoleiL) 
By  H.  S.  Swift.  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician  of  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital. (From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.)  New  York : 
1854.    pp.  15. 

This  small  pamphlet,  which  appeared  in  the  July  No.  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  contains  a  discriminating  account  of  the  nature 
and  symptoms  of  a  form  of  disease  rendered  of  great  interest  to  the  prac^ 
titioners  of  our  city,  both  by  its  frequency  and  its  fatality.  The  number 
•of  cases  brought  to  the  New  York  Hospital  during  a  short  period  in  the 
year  1858,  furnished  Dr.  Swift,  who  was  then  the  resident  phpician,  a 
•valuable  opportunity  for  studying  the  disease,  which  he  has  well  improved, 
and  he  has  furnished  us  with  the  results  of  a  careful  observation  of  sixty 
oases.  The  term  coup  de  soleil,  as  applied  to  this  disease,  as  he  remarks, 
is  a  misnomer — it  being  '^  now  almost  universally  admitted  to  be  mere 
nervous  exhaustion  produced  by  protracted  and  violent  exercise  in  an  over- 
heated atmosphere,"  and  an  entirely  distinct  affection  from  that  produced 
by  exposure  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  As  he  justly  says, "  these  opposite 
<^onditions — *  the  cerebral  congestion '  and  *  nervous  debility ' — require  op- 
posite modes  of  treatment,  and  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from 
•each  other." 

The  mortality  of  this  affection  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that 
the  total  number  of  cases  admitted  into  the  New  York  Hospital  since 
1845,  is  150,  of  which  78  died ;  and  the  mortality  of  the  cases  admitted 
in  1853  was  33  in  67.  Obvious  reasons  render  the  mortality  in  hospital 
practice  greater  than  that  in  private. 
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Unfortanatelj,  as  Dr.  S.  remarks,  the  treatment  of  the  disease  is  at 
best  empirical.  *«The  great  practical  point  to  be  regarded  in  the  treat- 
ment is,  that  this  affection  is  entirely  distinct  from  coup  de  soleil,  as  gen- 
erally understood  by  the  term.  It  is  a  disease  of  '  debility,'  and  not  one 
of  *  repletion.'  Depletion  is  generally  contra-indicated,  and  stimulants  are 
usually  required." 

The  treatment  usually  adopted  at  the  New  York  Hospital  has  been 
to  place  the  patient  in  a  hot  bath,  rendered  stimulating  perhaps  by  mus* 
tard  or  capsicum — or  counter-irritation  to  the  whole  body  by  means  of 
mustard ;  a  stimulating  enema  of  tinct.  aloe,  comp^  or,  what  is  prefer- 
able, spir.  terebenth. ;  ice  to  the  head  when  the  temperature  ie  elevated; 
brandy  and  tinct.  capsic.  or  even  carb.  ammonia,  if  required.  In  one 
case  we  produced  rapid  but,  unfortunately,  only  temporary  reaction,  by 
wetting  the  legs  and  feet  with  alcohol  and  setting  fire  to  it  Consciousness 
returned,  but  the  patient  soon  after  sank  again  and  died. 

Cold  affusions  must  not  be  used  indiscriminately ;  and  rest  is  a  very 
important  consideration.  As  soon  as  a  patient  is  attacked,  he  should  be 
placed  in  a  horizontal  position,  in  as  cool  a  place  as  possible,  and  perfect 
rest  enjoined.  Many  lives  are  doubtless  sacrificed  by  carrying  the  jjatient 
for  a  long  distance  on  a  cart,  or  allowing  him  to  remain  exposed  to  the 
influence  of  the  sun. 

We  consider  the  paper  of  Dr.  Swift  a  valuable  contribution  to  what 
little  is  known  of  this  fatal  affection,  and  trust  that  others  will  be  led  to 
observe  and  record  the  results  of  their  experience. 


Materia  Mediea;  or,  Phamuuology  and  Therapeutics,  By  William 
TuLLY,  M.D.  Vol.  I.  No.  11.— September,  1863.  Springfield, 
Mass.    Published  by  Jefferson  Church,  M.  D.,  1853. 

This  num  er  concludes  the  catalogue  of  Leantica  (or  Demulcents  and 
Emollients),  and  commences  upon  the  class  of  Neuragica,  in  ;which  our 
author  means  to  embrace  those  articles  which,  without  either  Euphrenic, 
Narcotic,  Leantic,  or  Antiphlogistic  powers,  operate  prominently  and  pecu- 
liarly upon  the  nervous  system  generally,  varying  very  much  in  the  degree 
of  their  operation. 

We  regret  to  see  by  a  notice  on  the  cover  of  this  number,  that  about 
one  half  of  those  who  have  sent  in  their  names  as  subscribers  to  this 
work,  have  neglected  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  its  publication,  as  we 
know  that  it  must  embarrass  the  worthy  author  and  his  publisher,  and 
trust  that  all  delinquents  will  attend  to  the  appeal  which  is  there  made 
to  them. 

We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea  for  the  following  works, 
which  we  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  notice  in  our  next: — Bennett  on 
Tuberculosis ;  Hughes  on  Auscultation ;  Parker  on  Syphilis ;  and  Griffith^ 
Formulary. 
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City.  Cholera  Hosj^al  in  Franklin  Street.  The  whole  number  of  pa- 
tients with  cholera  received  into  this  hospital  from  its  openio£r,  Jnne  24th^  to 
Joly  28th,  is  311 :  of  this  number,  159  have  died,  and  122  nave  been  discharged, 
cared. 

The  physicians  of  this  hospitaloire  Drs.  J.  H.  Vanderveer  and  Charles  A. 
Bodd. 

Second  Cholera  Hotpital  The  Commissioners  of  Health  have  had  the 
Ward  Scool  bnilding  in  Mott-street,  between  Spring  and  Prince-street,  fitted 
up  aa  a  cholera  hospital,  and  it  is  now  receiving  patients.  Dr.  D.  S.  Conant 
has  been  appointed  physician  to  this  hospital. 

The  degree  of  LL.D.  was  conferred  upon  Prof.  J.  W.  Draper,  of  the  Uni- 
versity Medical  College,  by  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey,  at  its  last  com- 
mencement. 

New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  John  Adams  has  resigned  his  situation  as  Trea- 
surer and  one  of  the  Governors  of  this  institution,  in  consequence  of  advanced 
age  and  infirmities,  after  a  faithful  service  of  ^irtysix  years. 

MiscsLLAKEOUs.  The  University  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  has  recently  con* 
ferred  the  title  of  LL.  D.  upon  James  Jackson,  M.  D.,  of  Boston. 

Pennnhania  Medical  College*  Dr.  Alfred  Stilly  phvsician  to  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital,  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  the  Theory  ana  Practice  of  Medicine 
ia  this  institution  :  and  Dr.  John  Neill,  Surgeon  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  to 
the  chair  of  Surgery,  appointments  calculated  to  add  much  to  its  strengtlu 
Both  those  gentlemen  oring  high  qualifications  to  their  respective  posts. 
PtoL  D.  Gilbert  has  been  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics,  by  his  own 
request 

University  of  Vermont.  Dr.  Kane,  of  Plattsburg,  New  York,  has  been 
called  to  the  Chair  of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Vermont. 

Compliment  to  Dr.  N.  D.  Benedict.  At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Oneida 
County  Medical  Societv,  held  July  11,  1854,  resolutions  were  passed  highly 
complimentary  to  Dr.  Nathan  D.  Benedict,  late  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  expressing  great  regret  that  circumstances 
should  have  influenced  him  to  resign  a  place  for  the  responsible  and  arduous 
duties  of  which  he  was  so  pre-eminently  qualified,  and  which  he  discharged 
with  so  much  credit  to  himself ;  and  conveying  the  best  wishes  of  the  Society 
for  his  continued  health,  prosperity,  and  usefulness. 

StaU  Lunatic  Asylum.  Dr.  John  P.  Gray  has  been  appomted  Superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Utica,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  N.  D.  Be- 
nedict, resigned. 

Indiana  Medical  Journal.  The  first  number  of  a  new  journal  to  be  pub- 
lished at  Evansville,  Ind.,  dated  Jane  1st,  under  the  title  of  the  Indiana  Medi- 
cal Journal^  or  Quarterly  Record  of  the  Medical  Science  of  the  South  and  West^ 
has  come  to  hand.  It  is  to  be  edited  by  Drs.  W.  H.  Byford,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice,  and  Hugh  Ronalds,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in  the  Evans- 
Tille  Medical  College,  and  is  to  appear  quarterly,  at  two  dollars  a  year.  It  is 
to  be  devoted  as  far  as  possible  to  original  communications,  and  makes  a 
Tery  good  beginning  in  this  way.  We  wish  it  every  success,  and  will  add  it 
to  our  list  of  exchanges. 
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Peninndar  Journal  4^  Medicine,  Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer  has  become 
dated  with  Dr.  £.  Andrews  in  the  editorship  of  this  Journal,  which  entered 
upon  its  second  voiame  with  the  July  number.  Dr.  A.  deserves  credit  for 
the  management  of  the  Journal  during  its  first  volume,  and  we  doubt  not  that 
it  will  receive  the  increased  patronage  which  it  is  likely  to  merit. 

NorihtDestem  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  Dr.  W.  R  Henick  has 
retired  from  the  post  of  senior  editor  of  this  journal,  and  is  to  be  succeeded  by 
our  friend.  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  also  of  the  Rush  Medical  College,  whose  praise  b 
in  all  the  journals  of  our  land. 

Dr.  Crosbf^s  acquittal  on  charge  of  Mal^practice,  The  friends  of  justioe 
Will  be  glad  to  learn  that  Dr.  Dixi  Crosby,  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  has  received  a 
verdict  in  his  favor  in  the  $econd  suit  brought  agamst  him  for  mal-praetiee. 
The  case  was  one  of  fracture  of  the  thigh,  and  the  damages  were  laid  at 
$5,000.  The  vindication  of  Dr.  C.  was  triumphant,  the  jury  having  acquitted 
him  after  an  absence  of  ten  minutes  only.    At  the  former  trial,  a  verdict  was 

S'ven  against  him,  with  $900  damages,  although,  in  that  caae,  he  did  not  see 
e  patient  at  first,  and  only  twice  afterwards  in  consultation,  and  did  not  him- 
self touch  him,  and  it  was  found  that  the  patient  was  imprudent,  and  did  not 
Tollow  the  advice  given  him. 

Univeriity  of  Michigan.  Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Chair  of  Anatomy  to  that  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapsutics  and  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children.  Prof.  Ford,  of  the  Castleton  Medical  School,  is 
appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Human  Anatomy,  and  Dr.  £.  Andrews  chosen  Pro- 
fessor of  Comparative  Anatomy.  Prof.  Sager  takes  the  department  of  Phra- 
ology,  instead  of  that  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  transferred  to 
Prof.  Palmer. 

A. 


Wm. 


Crrr.  Weekly  Mortality. — ^For  the  week  ending  July  1  st,  C 1 7 : — consump- 
tion, 60 ;  apoplexy, 4 ;  pneumonia,  10;  dysentery,  10 ;  diarrhoea,  23 ;  cholera, 78; 
cholera  morbus,  1 3 ;  cholera  infantum,  29 ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  5 ;  scarlet  fe- 
ver, 5;  measles,  4 ;  small  pox,  3 ;  croup,  7 ;  convulsions,  39 ;  typhus  fever  (includ- 
ing **  typhoid  "),  13.  For  the  week  ending  July  8th,  761  :~Con8umption,  53; 
apoplexy,  4;  congestion  of  brain,  23;  pneumonia,  13;  dysentery,  20;  diar- 
rhoda,  84;  inflammation  of  bowels,  10;  cholera,  98;  cholera  morbus,  11; 
cholera  infantum,  74;  convulsions,  87 ;  typhus  fever  (including  ••typhoid'^,  11. 
For  the  week  ending  July  15th,  817:— -Consumption,  54;  apoplexy,  6;  sun- 
etroke,  1 ;  pneumonia,  11 ;  dysentery,  29;  diarrhoea,  41 ;  cholera,  147;  cholera 
morbus,  IT;  cholera  infantum,  117;  inflammation  of  bowels,  7;  convulsioBs, 
72;  typhus  fever,  (including  "  typhoid"),  9.  For  the  week  ending  July  39d, 
915: — Consumption,  59;  apoplexy,  2;  inflammation  of  bndn,  22;  sun-atroke, 
2;  inflammation  of  lungs,  12;  dysentery,  36 ;  diarrhosa,  47 ;  cholera,  183; 
cholera  morbus,  21 ;  cholera  infantum,  145;  inflammation  of  bowels,*  10 ;  eon- 
vulsions,  70;  typhus  fever  (including  "typhoid*'),  11. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  for  the 
four  weeks  ending  July  22, 1854,  was  2,990.  We  are  enabled,  through  the 
politeness  of  the  City  inspector,  to  make  our  usual  comparisons  with  the  eop- 
responding  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  eleven  yeara.  The  average  of  the 
whole  mortality,  deducting  still-born,  during  that  time,  for  the  same  period, 
has  been  1764. 
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1849. 

Average  11  years. 
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89 

Scarlet  fever, 
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Typhus  fever, 
InfluD.  of  brain. 
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54 

40 
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Inflam.  of  bowels, 
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41 
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56 
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Inflam.  of  lungs, 

« 

52 

46 

25 

38 

Marasmus, 

u 

141 

127 

90 

80 

Measles, 
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5 

26 

9 

16 

Coup  desoleil  or  effec 

tsofl 

iieat,  0 

12 

32 

8 

Mean  temperature  for  the  four  weeks,  76^ ;  mean  dew  point  below  air 
temperature,  14® ;  mean  temperature  for  the  same  term  during  the  last  eight 
years,  74i<*. 

The  fall  of  rain  was  below  the  average.  There  has  been  very  little  light- 
ning  during  the  month.  There  were  several  contrasts  of  weather  during  the 
fonr  weeks ;  the  first,  or  the  26th  week  of  the  year,  was  colder  than  nsuaK 
the  27th  much  hotter  and  very  dry :  the  temperatute  ranging  for  more  than 
three  days  from  85^  to  96^,  wind  northwest.  The  mean  dew-point  (in  the 
city)  of  five  observations  for  this  hot  term,  both  day  and  night,  was  23^  below 
air-temperature.  Neither  of  these  weeks  was  unusually  unhealthy ;  the  suc- 
ceeding week  was  cooler  and  damper  than  usual,  and  the  29tli  weelc  following^ 
was  unusually  hot  and  damp :  the  range  of  the  thermometer  being  as  high  aa 
in  the  first  week,  wind  northeast  to  southeast,  mean  dew-point  of  day  and 
night  only  10^  below  air;  both  of  the  two  latter  weeks  were  unusually  un- 
healthy, as  the  returns  show  above.  The  29th,  it  may  be  remembered,  was 
the  darkest  week  of  1849,  the  deaths  by  cholera  numbering  over  100  daily. 

Brooxltn. — For  the  week  ending  July  1st,  79: — adults,  44;  children,  35. 
For  the  week  ending  July  8th,  llOi^adults,  58;  children,  52.  For  the  week 
ending  July  15th,  221:— adults,  107;  children,  114.  For  the  week  ending 
Jnly22d,233:— adults,  107;  children,  126. 

FoRXiGV.  Cholera  in  the  West  Indies. — ^The  accounts  from  Jamaica  to- 
June  80th  represent  the  ravages  of  cholera  in  different  parts  of  that  island  as 
truly  frightful.  In  one  parish  more  than  500  had  died,  and  new  cases  were 
constantly  occurring;  and  in  another  there  had  been  600  vietims,  and  the 
disease  was  still  prevailing.  Among  the  remedies  successfullv  tried  for  cholera 
in  Kingston,  was  sea- water.  Frequently  repeated  doses  of  four  ounces,  to 
patients  in  advanced  stages  of  cholera,  had  been  administered  with  the  most 
fkvorable  results.  At  Barbadoes,  it  was  also  raging  fiercely.  In  the  city  of 
Bridgetown  alone,  the  mortality  from  this  fearful  scourge,  between  the  27th 
May  and  14th  June — ^thatis,in  17  days — amounted  to  2,018  persons;  the 
"vrhole  number  of  deaths  at  Bridgetown  and  in  its  vicinitv  having  been,  up  to 
June  14th,  about  2,200.  Of  this  number,  between  65  ana  70  were  white  per- 
sons— ^the  remainder  were  black  and  colored  persons.  On  the  13th  of  June, 
the  daily  number  of  deaths  had  reached  244.  Out  of  150  prisoners  in  the 
prison  at  Bridgetown  who  were  attacked  with  cholera,  only  13  survived* 
Cholera  has  also  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  in  various  parts  of  Mexico. 
There  were  200  deatha  in  one  day  in  the  capital. 


424  MarHagea  and  Deaths.  [A^S"i  18S4. 

Probabililv  qf  duration  cf  fatal  casen  of  Ckdiera, — ^The  statistics  of  the 
«pidemie  of  cholera  in  Great  Britain,  in  1849,  show  that,  if  a  man  is  to  die  of 
epidemic  cholera,  it  is  probable  that  he  will  die  in  the  first  day  (24  hoars) ;  as 
out  of  19,232  mides  who  died,  10,187  died  within  and  9,045  survived  that 
period 

Infusion  of  Coffee  Leaves  as  a  Beverage, — It  is  proposed  to  introdace  the 
nse  of  an  infusion  of  prepared  coffee  leaves  as  a  suDstitate  for  tea  and  coffee, 
which  is  said  to  affora  an  agreeable,  refreshing,  and  nutritious  article  of  diet 
An  infusion  of  this  kind  is  stated  to  be  in  general  use  for  this  purpose  among 
the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  part  of  Sumatra.  The  leaves  are  prepared  by 
roasting,  according  to  a  certain  process,  and  an  infusion  is  made  in  the  same 
way  as  with  common  tea.  The  leaves  can  be  raised  in  cUmatea  where  the 
fruit  will  not  mature. 


■ABEli». 

At  Burlington,  N.  J.,  June  14th,  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.,  editor  of  the  Nem 
Jersey  Reporter,  to  Miss  Annie  H.  Price. 


OBITIJAET  lOnCES. 

Died  at  Cornwall,  Orange  Co.,  July  8d,  after  a  lingering  illness,  IsAic 
Greene,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  aged  38  years.  Dr.  G.  was  one  of  the  surgeons 
of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  had  been  attached  to  several  other  public  charitable 
institutions.    He  was  iDdnstrions  in  his  habits,  and  devoted  to  his  profession. 

Died  at  the  SUte  Emigrant's  Refuse  Hospital,  Ward's  Island,  on  the  13th 
ult,  of  cholera,  following  dysentery,  Joseph  Dehsis,  M.  D.,  aged  26  yeaia, 
one  of  the  house  physicians  of  the  Hospital,  and  son  of  Rev.  R.  G.  Dennis,  of 
Grafton,  Mass.  Dr.  D.  was  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
fleons  of  this  city,  and  had  given  promise  of  being  an  ornament  to  the  pro* 
lession  of  his  choice. 

In  this  city,  on  the  13th  ult,  Dr.  Jose  Vargas,  an  eminent  physician,  and 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Caracas,  and  late 
Presideot  of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  aged  68  years. 

Died  at  Boston,  July  1st,  of  consumption.  Dr.  Waldo  J.  Buritett,  aged 
96  years,  a  distinguished  naturalist,  and  author  of  the  treatise  which  received 
the  prize  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  May,  1853,  and  of  several 
other  essays  on  scientific  subjects. 

Died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  June,  of  cholera,  Robert  J.TuRirBUUi, 
M.  D.,  of  Throgg's  Neck,  Westchester  Co.,  in  the  5 Ist  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  T. 
was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  His  medical  studies  were  pursued  in  New  York, 
and  he  graduated  with  honor  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in 
1829.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  State,  but 
removed  afterwards  to  New  York,  where  he  continued  a  year  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  then  retired  to  his  farm  in  Westchester  County,  in  this 
State,  where  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death,  occupy inff  himself  with 
its  cultivation,  and  in  charitable  offices  for  the  sick  poor.  Dr.  T.  was  an  ear- 
nest man,  of  firm  purpose  snd  great  perseverance,  a  lover  of  truth  and  justice, 
allowing  no  influences  to  divert  him  from  their  pursuit  His  life  was  that  of  a 
Christian,  and  his  last  illness  tested  the  sincerity  of  his  Christian  profession. 
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Case  of  Spontaneous  Dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  Femur  into  the 
Jschiatic  N'otchj  occurring  in  Morbus  Coxarius,  by  Dr.  Jas.  R.  Wood, 
Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital.  Reported  by  Dr.  Loixes,  late  House- 
Sargeon ;  with  some  remarks,  by  Dr.  Wood,  upon  the  supposed  fre- 
quency of  Luxations  in  this  disease. 

Eliza  Leonard,  set.  86,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  admitted  into  Belle- 
vue Hospital,  Sept.  13th,  1847.  Upon  examination,  she  said  that  her 
living,  for  a  long  period,  had  been  very  poor ;  she  had  been  much  exposed 
to  the  wet,  cold,  and  abuse  from  an  intemperate  husband,  although  her 
habits  had  been  good  in  other  respects ;  had  great  pain  in  the  hip-joint 
and  knee,  from  which  she  has  suffered  for  the  past  six  months.  The 
state  of  the  parts  showed  clear  evidence  of  an  advanced  stage  of  disease 
of  the  hip-joint;  and  a  deep  abscess  existed,  having  one  opening  into  the 
rectum  discharging  through  the  anus,  and  another  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  great  trochanter.  When  admitted,  she  could  walk  with  assistance. 
Treatment — ^The  best  diet  the  house  afforded,  relief  from  pain  procured 
by  narcotics,  counter-initation,  <&c.  Administered  syrup  of  iodide  of 
iron  and  sarsaparilla.  The  disease  gradually  progressed,  however,  with 
almost  constant  suffering  from  intense  pain.  About  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, in  one  month  after  admission,  spontaneous  luxation  of  the  head  of 
the  thigh-bone  into  the  ischiatic  notch  occurred.  In  consequence  of 
this,  there  were  extreme  adduction  of  the  leg  and  foot,  and  tuming-in  of 
the  affected  thigh.    From  this  extreme  adduction,  the  pressure  of  the 
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thigh  upon  the  tuberosity  of  the  pubis  was  so  great  (notwithstanding 
the  placing  of  small  bolsters  between  the  thighs)  that  it  produced  slough- 
ing of  the  integuments  at  that  part.  The  least  attempt  at  abduction 
was  productive  of  excruciating  pain.  Hectic  fever  soon  commenced,  and 
the  disease  as  rapidly  progressed.  On  the  17  th  of  December,  spontane- 
ous reduction  of  the  dislocated  femur  occurred.  From  this  time  the 
limb  remained  in  a  state  of  extreme  abduction,  any  attempt  at  adduction 
causing  a  great  aggravation  of  pain,  which  was  referred  to  the  locality 
of  the  joint  solely.  The  pain  at  the  hip  still  continued  as  severe  as  it 
was  before  the  reduction,  but  it  was  much  diminished  in  the  knee,  leg, 
and  foot  (The  pain  that  was  felt  before  reduction  probably  depended 
in  great  measure  upon  the  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  bone  on  the  sci- 
atic nerve ;  it  was  then  as  severe  at  the  knee  and  foot  as  at  the  affected 
joint.)  The  sloughing  still  continued  to  extend ;  and  she  became  deliri- 
ous, one  week  before  deaths  which  occurred  Dec.  20th,  of  the  same  year. 

The  postmortem  tection  showed  extravasation  of  blood  between  the 
transversalis  muscle  and  the  peritoneum,  in  the  left  iliac  region.  Under 
the  seat  of  the  slough,  the  periosteum  was  much  inflamed  and  thickened, 
and  beneath  it  matter  had  formed.  The  posterior  part  of  the  capsular 
ligament  was  ulcerated  away,  leaving  an  opening  like  a  button-hole, 
through  which,  when  luxated,  the  head  of  the  femur  had  passed  (this 
button-hole,  or  band,  is  plainly  shown  in  the  accompanying  engraving) ; 
the  immobility  of  the  thigh  was  accounted  for,  while  the  head  of  the 
bone  was  thus  fixed.  The  hinder  margin  of  the  acetabulum  had  also 
ulcerated,  and  was  absorbed  sufficiently  to  allow  the  dislocation  that  had 
happened.  The  cavity  of  the  joint  contained  considerable  coagulated 
blood  and  pus ;  there  was  also  a  large  quantity  of  blood  infiltrated  into 
the  cellular  tissue  of  the  adductor  muscles.  A  large  abscess  was  discov- 
ered, occupying  the  venter  of  the  right  ilium,  communicating  with  the 
acetabulum  (which  was  ulcerated  quite  through),  and  also  with  the  rec- 
tum. The  ligamentum  teres  was  destroyed,  and  the  posterior  and  supe- 
rior part  of  the  head  of  the  femur  ulcerated  and  flattened ;  it  was  also  soft, 
and  could  be  penetrated  by  the  point  of  the  knife ;  the  medullary  sab- 
stance  was  dark-colored  and  softened ;  and  the  inner  layer  of  the  bone 
was  carious,  with  the  endosteum  removed.  The  morbid  specimen,  of 
which  the  cut  is  a  remarkably  accurate  representation,  was  exhibited  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  is  now  preserved  in  my 
pathological  collection. 

I  have  deemed  it  judicious  to  publish  this,  partly  on  account  of  the 
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unique  charsLcier  of  the  case,  it  being  at  least,  the  only  one  of  dislocation 
into  the  ischiatic  notch  that  I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of  in  morbus 
coxarius ;  and  also,  because  it  has  been  recently  proved  that  any  sponta- 
neous luxation  (as  the  word  is  commonly  defined),  in  the  course  of  hip- 
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joint  diseace,  is  a  very  rare  event;  so  rare,  indeed, that  every  occurrence 
of  it,  shown  indubitably  by  the  postmortem,  should  be  publicly  record- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  profession.   It  may  here  be  stated,  that  there 
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is,  in  my  museum,  one  other  specimen  of  this  kind  of  displacement,  but 
upon  the  dorsum  tlii;  which  two  comprise  all  that  I  have  ever  seen 
either  in  the  museums  of  New  York,  or  the  other  large  cities  of  this 
country.  The  proposition  of  the  relative  infrequemy  of  this  luxation 
may  be  somewhat  startling;  but  the  occasion  seems  to  be  seasonable  to 
enforce  the  refutation  of  a  time-honored  error,  as  all  the  books  and 
schools  have  hitherto  taught  that  it  was  a  common  circumstance. 

My  friend.  Professor  March,  of  Albany,  who  has  made  this  a  subject 
of  special  research  for  eight  years,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  pre- 
sented an  able  essay  upon  it  to  the  American  Medical  Association  last 
year,  from  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  quote  the  following  brief  Nummary 
of  the  subject  in  question.  ^  Nearly  every  surgical  author  assumes  that 
spontaneous  dislocation  of  the  hip  is  often  the  result  of  absorption,  ulcer" 
ation,  or  destruction  of  the  ligaments  of  the  joint,  and  of  contraction  of 
the  muscles  surrounding  it ;"  but  he  believes  that  such  assumptions  were 
only  founded  upon  the  appearances  during  life,  and  he  further  says,  that 
in  addition  to  his  own  private  cases,  in  visits,  and  examinations  of  more 
than /orfy  of  the  largest  pathological  collections  in  the  world,  and  the 
careful  scrutiny  of  nearly  two  hundred  specimens  of  true  hip-disease,  or 
ulcerative  absorption  of  the  head  of  the  femur  and  the  acetabulum,  he 
found  that  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  showed  that  anchylosis  had 
taken  place,  in  one-fifth  the  ulcerative  absorption  had  extended  through 
the  acetabulum ;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  and  instructive  fact,  that  out  of 
all  there  was  but  one  case  oi  spontaneous  luxation  from  ulcerative  absorp- 
tion. Therefore,  ^*  the  position  may  be  taken  that  spontaneous  disloai- 
tion  of  the  hip  (as  purely  the  result  of  morbid  action  unaided  by  super- 
added violence)  seldom  takes  place  ;  and  the  conclusion,  also,  that  all  the 
usual  symptoms  of  a  dislocation,  such  as  are  commonly  relied  on,  during 
life,  as  diagnostic  of  an  idiopathic  dislocation,  can  be  accounted  for  satis, 
fiactorily  by  the  strongly  marked  organic  changes  in  the  form  and  rela- 
tions of  the  head  of  the  femur,  the  cervix,  the  great  trochanter,  and  the 
acetabulum,  without  the  existence  of  such  an  accident.^ 

2  Irvino  Place,  August  19,  1854. 
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KEdema  GloUidisfrom  drinking  boiling  coffee.     Relief  hg  Scarification, 

May  23d,  I  was  called  to  see  a  little  boy,  three  years  old,  who  had 
^drunk  some  boiling  coffee  from  a  pot  standing  upon  the  range,  Imme- 
•diately  after  swallowing  it,  some  olive  oil  was  administered  by  the  mother, 
and  nothing  serious  was  apprehended.  Soon,  however,  the  breathing 
began  to  be  diflScult,  and  the  voice  to  be  changed ;  and  when  I  first  saw 
^im,  three  and  a  half  hours  after  the  accident,  respiration  had  become 
Tery  laborious.  The  voice  had  sunk  almost  to  a  whisper.  The  face  was 
somewhat  lind,  and  wore  an  expression  of  great  anxiety.  Inspiration 
was  particularly  diflScult — ^was  marked  by  the  heaving  of  the  chest,  the 
raising  up  of  the  shoulders,  &c  The  lips  were  swollen  to  nearly  twice 
their  ordinary  thickness,  and  there  was  a  blister  of  considerable  size  upon 
the  chin,  where  some  of  the  coffee  had  been  spilled  in  drinking.  There 
appeared  to  be  also  some  swelling  of  the  neck  externally,  though  this 
last  was  not  marked. 

Leeches  were  applied ;  and  an  emetic  administered,  which  brought 
up  some  coffee  grounds.  As  neither  the  leeches  nor  the  emetic  gave  any 
relief,  and  the  symptoms  were  becoming  more  urgent,  preparations  were 
jnade  to  scarify  the  glottis.  I  used  for  this  purpose  the  knife  contrived  by 
Dr.  Buck,  which  I  fortunately  had,  but  which  had  been  broken  near  the 
angle.  This  I  ground  down  and  sharpened,  leaving  a  blade  about  one 
half  an  inch  long.  Placing  the  child,  gagged  and  wrapped  in  a  sheet,  in 
the  mother's  lap,  I  passed  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  down  to  the 
top  of  the  larynx,  and  found  the  parts  much  swollen.  The  aryteno- 
epiglottic  folds  were  much  thickened,  and  very  close  together.  Passing 
the  knife  down  on  this  finger,  I  attempted  to  incise  the  swollen  parts,  and 
withdrew  my  hand.  As  no  blood  made  its  appearance,  I  repeated  the 
operation,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  blood  in  the  viscid  mucus 
spit  out  by  the  child.  This  was  five  and  a  half  to  six  hours  after  the  fluid 
had  been  swallowed.  Soon  after,  another  emetic  was  administered,  with, 
however,  only  temporary  relief.  Fearing  that  tracheotomy  would  be 
Decessary,  I  telegraphed  for  Dr.  Buck,  of  New  York.  Soon  after  sending 
the  dispatch,  as  the  child  was  very  much  exhausted,  a  little  port  wine  was 
administered.  This  revived  him  somewhat,  and  partially  cleared  the 
^uces  of  the  viscid  mucus  with  which  they  were  filled.  The  symptoms 
had 'now  begun  to  abate  ;  and  before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  B.,  eleven  and  a 
ialf  hours  after  the  accident,  the  dyspnoea  had  been  greatly  relieved.    The 
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amendment  was  steadily  progressive,  though  the  voice  did  not  regain  its 
natural  tone  until  the  end  of  three  or  four  days,  and  a  slight  bronchitis 
continued  for  about  the  same  period. 

How  much  the  emetics  and  leeches  contributed  to  the  recovery,  it  is 
difficult  to  say ;  though  it  is  believed  that  relief  from  urgent  symptoms 
was  mainly  due  to  the  scarification.  The  chief  point  of  interest  in  the 
case  is  the  manner  in  which  relief  was  afforded,  it  being,  I  am  informed,, 
the  first,  or  one  of  the  first  of  the  kind  reported,  in  which  scarification  has 
been  resorted  to.  That  it  was  not  more  immediately  consequent  upon 
the  operation,  is  what  we  should  naturally  expect  from  the  gradual  oozing^ 
I  of  the  blood  and  serum  from  the  swollen  parts.  Had  the  obftruction 
arisen  from  a  mere  blister  or  bladder  at  the  top  of  the  larynx,  the  dysp- 
noea would  have  been  immediately  relieved  upon  the  rupture  of  the  sac; 
as  was  the  fact  in  a  case  reported  in  the  Medical  Times  in  April  last,  in 
which  the  blister  was  ruptured  by  the  spoon  used  in  depressing  the  tongue 

to  examine  the  throat 

LEWIS  R.  HURLBUTT. 
Stamford,  Conn^  Aug.  12,  1854. 


Clinical  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,    (Delivered  during  May  and 

June,  1864.)    By  the  EniTOR.    No.  3. 

I  IMPROVE  the  opportunity  this  morning,  Gentlemen,  of  presenting^ 
to  you  several  cases  of  eczema,  illustrating  some  of  the  different  forms 
which  this  disease  assumes — a  disease  of  more  frequent  occurrence  than 
any  other  affection  of  the  skin,  one  which  is  often  extremely  harassing 
to  the  patient,  and  sometimes  very  intractable  in  its  nature. 

Our  first  case  is  that  of  a  man  with  chronic  eczema  covering  both 
ears,  a  part  of  the  right  cheek,  and  the  portion  of  the  scalp  immediately 
about  the  ears.  He  is  a  tailor  by  trade,  52  years  of  age,  in  whom  the 
disease  has  existed,  more  or  less,  for  several  months;  but  has  been  increas- 
ing for  the  last  month  or  two.  The  elementary  form  of  this  disease  is 
vesicular,  but  it  is  comparatively  rare  that  it  presents  this  appearance, 
being  much  more  frequently  characterized  either  by  red,  excoriated  sur- 
faces, exuding  serum,  or  sero-purulent  matter,  or  patches  more  or  less 
covered  with  thin,  yellowish  scabs  formed  by  the  drying  of  small  por- 
tions of  this  matter ;  or,  in  some  chronic  cases,  by  spots  of  a  dull  red  or 
pinkish  color,  thickly  sprinkled  over  with  a  fine  branny  desquamation, 
and  not  unfr^quently  presenting  all  these  different  appearances  on  differ- 
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ent  parts  of  the  same  patient.  The  local  variety  of  eczema,  affectiDg  the 
scalp  and  at  the  same  time  extending  to  the  ears,  is  very  common  in 
children  during  first  dentition,  and  constitutes  the  affection  known  in 
the  popular  language  under  the  names  of  crusta  lactea,  milk  scald,  salt 
rheum,  &c.  This  variety  is  much  less  frequent  in  adults  than  in  chil- 
dren, and  in  males  than  females,  in  whom,  especially  those  from  fifteen 
or  fdxteen  to  thirty  years  of  age,  it  constitutes  a  variety  peculiar  in  its 
character.  , 

The  present  case  illustrates  some  of  the  laws  of  eczema  wtict  Were* 
pointed  out  in  another  place,*  and  is  thought  to  be  one  indicating  the 
use  of  the  mineral  acids,  in  conformity  with  the  views  then  expressed.  Our 
patient  is  very  costive  in  his  habits,  suffers  from  dyspeptic  symptoms,- 
has  a  furred  tongue,  but  little  appetite,  and  complains  of  being  weak  and 
very  '*  neWous."  His  urine  is  scanty  and  high  colored,  specific  gravity 
1030,  and  shows,  under  the  microscope,  an  abundant  deposit  of  crystals 
of  oxalate  of  lime.  The  eruption  in  his  case  presents,  ifi  different  places, 
the  varied  appearances  described  above.  The  ears  are  now  the  most 
actively  inflamed,  being  somewhat  *  swollen,  and  slightly  excoriated  in» 
patches,  with  small  yellow  scabs  or  scales  like  minute  pieces  of  beeswax^ 
The  spot  on  the  right  cheek  is  in  a  state  of  dry  desquamation,  with  very 
slight  swelling.  In  some  cases  of  this  affection  the  ears  become  very 
much  swollen,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  apply  leeches  for  their  relief. 
The  variety  of  eczema  of  the  ears  and  scalp  which  occurs  in  adult 
females  of  the  ages  already  mentioned,  is  almost  always  connected  with 
some  constitutional  cause,  and  occurs  more  frequently  in  those  of  the 
strumous  diathesis ;  and  this  cause  is  usually  more  or  less  connected  with 
derangement  of  the  uterine  functions  in  some  way.  In  these  cases, 
menstrual  irregularities  require  the  first  attention  when  they  exist ;  and 
the  patient  will  then  be  benefited,  and  often  cured,  by  the  use  of  iodide 
of  iron,  or  some  analogous  combination,  or  by  the  mineral  acids,  with 
the  nitric  or  the  nitro-muriatic,  and  often  with  no  other  local  means  than 
cleanliness,  with  mild  astringent  washes  or  ointments.  In  some  cases, 
the  combination  of  iodine  and  iron  will  be  the  most  appropriate  treat- 
ment for  the  menstrual  irregularity ;  at  other  times  aloetics,  <fec.,  will  be 
required.  The  most  important  practical  point  in  connection  with  these 
cases  of  chronic  eczema  in  both  sexes,  and,  indeed,  in  all  cases,  is  that 
the  main  dependence  for  cure  must  be  upon  constitutional  means.     The 
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local  means  are  uncertain  in  their  action,  and  have  to  be  varied  to  suit 
different  cases ;  so  much  so,  that  in  many  cases  it  is  difficult  to  decide, 
before  making  the  trial,  just  what  form  will  answer.  They  must  vary 
with  the  length  of  time  the  disease  has  existed,  the  stage  of  the  disease? 
and  especially  with  the  irritability  of  the  skin,  in  each  particular  case. 
In  the  present  instance  I  commenced  the  treatment,  a  week  or  ten  dap 
ago,  with  pills  containing  each  two  and  a  half  grains  of  blue  mass  and 
colocynth  and  one-third  of  a  grain  of  jpecac ;  giving  two  every  second 
night  for  three  times,  followed  by  a  laxative  mixture  of  rhubarb  and  soda 
the  next  morning ;  and  shall  now  direct  him'  a  teasp.  three  times  a 
day  of  the  following :  If,  acid,  nitrici.  dilut  S  j  ;  tinct  gentian,  comp. 
I  iv.,  to  be  freely  diluted/  in  water,  and  taken  through  a  glass  tube. 
The  efficacy  of  the  mineral  acids  in  cases  of  gastric  derangement  asso- 
ciated with  the  oxalic  acid  diathesis,  has  been  insisted  on  by  Px^ut, 
Bird,  Budd,  and  others ;  and  I  have  used  them  with  much  satisfaction,  in 
different  forms  of  T^utaneous  disease,  for  several  years.  LocaUy,  I  shall 
direct  in  the  present  case,  a  mild  ointment  made  of  spermaceti,  white 
wax,  and  almond  oil,  to  be  applied  to  one  side  of  the  face,  and  an  oint- 
ment with  3  88.  of  tannin  to  an  ounce  of  lard  for  the  other  side ;  and  then 
continue  the  use  of  the  one  which  seems  to  answer  best.  I  shall  also 
direct  him  to  take  two  of  the  pills  before  mentioned,  at  intervals  of  three 
or  four  days,  for  two  or  three  times,  and  afterwards  keep  the  bowels  open 
with  some  mild  aloetic  or  other  laxative  pill,  if  necessary.  He  should 
eat  plainly-cooked  fresh  meat  at  least  once  a  day,  with  fresh  v^ta- 
bles,  selecting  such  articles  as  shall  be  found  to  best  suit  his  digestive 
organs. 

In  connection  with  this  case,  and  illustrating  another  form  of  this 
disease,  under  entirely  different  circumstances  in  every  respect,  I  now 
show  you  a  specimen  of  chronic  eczema  of  the  leg,  of  ten  months 
standing,  in  a  young  man,  about  25  yearsf  of  age,  strong,  robust,  and  in 
full  health.  The  eruption  occupies  about  one  half  the  anterior  sur&ce  of 
the  leg,  extending  as  low  down  as  the  ankle,  and  presents  the  disease 
with  a  bright  red  surface,  the  temperature  above  natural,  leg  somewhat 
swollen,  and  with  the  general  appearance  of  active  inflammation.  A 
part  of  the  lower  portion  is  excoriated,  and  discharging  serous  and  sero. 
purulent  matter.  No  other  means  of  treatment  have  been  used,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn,  than  local,  the  patient  never  having  been  restrained  from 
attending  to  his  usual  occupation.  As  the  character  of  this  case  differs 
entirely  from  that  of  the  one  just  shown  you,  so  must  the  treatment  be 
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correspondingly  different  The  first  indication  in  this  case  is  to  keep  the 
limb  entirely  at  rest  in  a  horizontal  position,  a  precaution  rendered  essen- 
tial by  the  seat  of  the  disease.  The  bowels  should  be  freely  opened  by 
a  mercurial  cathartic,  and  aflterwards  kept  in  a  free  state  by  saline  laxa- 
tives, at  least  for  a  few  days.  The  diet  should  be  light,  and,  for  the 
present,  mostly  farinaceous.  The  local  applications  should  be  of  a  seda- 
tive and  anodyne  nature,  and  in  the  form  of  either  lotions  or  ointments, 
as  may  be  found  to  answer  best.  Acetate  of  lead,  in  an  infusion  of  opium 
or  of  poppy  heads,  is  frequently  one  of  the  most  useftil  local  applica- 
tions. Sometimes  stramonium  ointment,  either  alone  or  in  combination 
with  acetate  of  lead,  in  the  proportion  of  3  j.  to  |  j.,  is  veiy  useful.  Cloths 
wet  with  cold  water,  and  kept  constantly  applied,  are  preferred  by  somC) 
and  often  succeed  very  well  in  this  stage.  Emollient  poultices  also  re- 
lieve sometimes ;  but  they  moria  frequently  have  done  harm  in  my  expe- 
rience, if  contiiw^d  more  than  a  day  or  two.  I  have  seen  an  abundant 
crop  of  eczema  brought  on  the  arm,  by  the  continued  application  "of  a 
poultice  used  for  other  purposes.  As  the  inflammatory  state  of  the  erup« 
tion  subsides,  astringent  washes  or  ointments  may  often  be  used  with 
advantage,  as  a  solution  of  alum,  3  ss.  to  3  j  in  a  pint  of  water,  or  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc  of  the  same  strength,  or  black  or  yellow  wash,  or  an  oint- 
ment, of  tannin  3  j*  to  |  j.  of  lard.  A  wash  of  corrosive  sublimate,  in  the 
proportion  of  half  a  grain  to  one  grain,  to  an  ounce  of  water,  frequentiy 
acts  very  well  when  the  eruption  passes  into  the  desquamating  stage ; 
and  at  other  times  a  lotion  of  nitrate  of  silver,  two  to  four  grains  to  an 
ounce  of  water,  and  sometimes  one  of  greater  strength.  The  different 
forms  which  eczema  assumes  in  different  seats  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances as  to  age,  constitution,  irritability  of  the  skin,  &c.,  have  given 
rise  to  an  almost  endless  variety  of  local  applications,  differing  very 
much,  and  sometimes  entirely,  in  their  nature,  and  consequentiy  in  their 
therapeutic  effects,  the  use  of  which  is  too  often  empirical ;  and,  still,  all 
of  them  doubtless  will  suit  some  cases  in  their  various  phases. 

Eczema  of  the  lower  extremities  sometimes  occurs  under  entirely 
different  circumstances,  both  constitutional  and  local,  calling  for  a  modi- 
fication of  treatmei^t  suited  to  such  circumstances.  In  those  past  mid- 
dle life,  of  full,  plethoric  habits,  and  when  accompanied  by  a  discharge 
more  or  less  profuse,  caution  is  required  in  its  management  The  dis- 
charge must  not  be  suddenly  checked,  nor  must  means  be  used  for  this 
purpose  without,  at  least,  derivatives  in  the  way  of  cathartics,  with  low 
di^t,  <fec. ;  and  in  some  cases,  at  least,  it  is  unsafe  to  use  applications  cal- 
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ciliated  to  arrest,  or  even  to  dimioish  the  discharge  without  estabHshing 
some  permanent  counter-irritant  or  drain,  in  the  form,  of  an  issue  or 
seton. 

This  same  disease  on  the  legs  is  sometimes  associated  with,  and,  in- 
deed, dependent  upon,  a  varicose  condition  of  the  veins  of  those  parts ; 
and  is  then  very  apt  to  be  accompanied  with  ulcers,  a  complication  re- 
quiring the  use  of  straps,  bandages,  &c.,  and  usually  very  difficult  to 
manage.  The  different  forms  of  eczema  of  the  lower  extremities  may 
occur  in  those  of  debilitated  constitutions,  and  then  require  tonics  of 
different  kinds,  nutritious  diet,  &e. 

We  have  still  another  case  of  this  proteiform  disease  this  morning, 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention — one  df  chronic  eczema  of  the 
hands  and  fingers,  a  variety  known  in  popular  language  under  the  name 
of  salt  rheum.  Nearly  all  the  cases  of  affections  of  the  hands  which 
pass  under  this  name,  belong  either  to  chronic  eczema,  or  clironio  lichen — 
a  papular  eruption,  very  obstinate  in  its  nature,  which  sometimes  locates 
itself  on  those  parts.  Chronic  eczema  of  the  hands  and  fingers  is  some- 
times connected  with  constitutional  causes,  and  not  unfirequently  is 
dependent  upon  some  unknown  state  of  the  system  which  is  capable  of 
being  transmitted  hereditarily,  a  condition  which  has  been  expressed  by 
the  term  dartraus  diathesis,  by  the  French.  It  is  much  more  common 
in  females  than  in  males,  and  is  doubtless  more  or  less  aggravated,  and 
perhaps  kept  up  in  them,  by  their  domestic  occupations,  which  expose 
their  hands  to  frequent  alternations  of  dryness  and  moisture,  and  to 
more  or  less  irritating  local  causes.  It  sometimes  lasts  ten,  fifteen,  and 
even  twenty  years,  with  varying  degrees  of  severity,  presenting  at  differ- 
ent times  all  the  different  appearances  already  described  as  characteririog 
eczema,  but  more  commonly,  in  the  chronic  form,  in  the  state  of  dry 
desquamation,  with  fissures,  or  red  excoriations,  and  almost  always  at- 
tended, at  times,  with  an  excessive  degree  of  itching.  Fresh  vesicles 
are  rarely  seen ;  but  in  one  case,  in  a  man,  which  has  existed  twenty 
years,  and  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  you  at  our  next  meeting,  the 
elementary  vesicular  form  is  very  evident  This  variety  of  eczema  seems 
to  have  no  connection  with  menstrual  irregularities  in  females,  as  it  often 
continues  after  the  menses  have  ceased.  The  disease  sometimes  extends 
over  the  whole  of  the  back  of  the  hands,  but  more  commonly  confines 
itself  to  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  fingers,  not  unfrequently  destroying 
one  nail  after  another,  until,  as  in  the  case  before  you,  the  whole  bave 
been  destroyed,  and  sometimes  more  than  once.    Our  present  pstient 
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is  a  female,  about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  of  rather  delicate  constitution,  who 
has  been  troubled  with  the  disease  twelve  or  fourteen  years.  She  ha» 
the  eruption  on  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  fingers,  and  two  or  three  of 
her  nails  exhibit  the  thickened,  irregular  appearance  which  they  assume 
after  having  been  attacked  by  it.  Like  all  other  patients  with  so  in- 
tractable a  complaint,  she  has,  doubtless,  tried  a  great  variety  of  remedies, 
including,  of  course,  sarsaparillas,  and  numerous  ^'  in&llible  "  ointments, 
and  finds  herself  without  much,  if  any,  improvement;  and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  promise  her  much  better  success ;  for  the  change  for  the  better 
is  BO  slow,  when  it  does  take  place,  that  few  are  willing  to  submit  to  the 
tedious  process  which  a  disease  of  so  long  standing  must  necessarily 
require.  The  treatment  comprises  both  constitutional  and  local  rem^- 
dies.  Of  the  first  class  are  those  which  have  a  tendency  to  restore  the* 
general  health,  when  any  particular  deviation  from  a  healthy  standard 
can  be  detected ;  and,  as  I  have  already  remarked  with  reference  to  ec^ 
zema  in  general,  in  some  cases  acids  and  in  other  cases  alkalies  succeed 
best,  both  of  which  may  be  combined  with  tonics.  I  once  succeeded  in 
curing  a  very  obstinate  case  of  chronic  eczema  of  the  hands,  by  the 
internal  use  of  a  combination  of  liquor  potassse,  citrate  of  iron,  and  com- 
pound tincture  of  gentian — the  union  of  an  alkali,  a  chalybeate,  and  a 
vegetable  bitter.  I  shall  put  this  patient  on  the  use  of  the  dilute  nitric 
acid  and  compound  tincture  of  gentian,  according  to  the  formula  already 
given,  and  persevere  in  its  use  until  I  find  that  it  produces  no  favorable 
change.  In  some  of  these  cases.  Fowler's  Solution  will  do  good ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  sometimes  used  a  variety  of  remedial  njieans 
without  effecting  a  permanent  cure.  An  important  practical  point  con- 
nected with  their  management  is,  that  some  course  of  internal  treatment 
should  be  perse veringly  persisted  in,  and*diff*erent  plans  tried  before  the 
case  is  abandoned.  These  cases  afford  a  fine  field  for  quacks,  and  yield 
them  a  rich  harvest.  The  variety  of  local  applications  which  has  been 
recommended,  is  almost  endless.  They  consist  of  lotions  and  ointments. 
Of  the  former  class,  among  the  best  are  a  weak  solution  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver,  two  to  four  grains,  to  an  ounce  of  water,  and  a  weak  wash  of 
carbonate  of  potassa  or  of  soda ;  the  latter  to  be  used  to  wash  off*  any 
ointment  which  may  be  used,  before  applying  it  fresh  again.  In  some 
cases,  no  greasy  application  at  all  will  be  borne ;  in  oUier  cases,  only 
those  of  the  mildest  kind,  or  of  a  narcotic  or  soothing  kind ;  while,  in 
other  cases,  those  of  a  most  active  and  irritating  kind  will  do  good. 
Among  the  ointments  which  I  have  used  in  different  cases  with  the  beet 
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effect  are,  the  simple  speimaceti  cerate,  or  a  combination  of  spermaceti, 
white  wax,  and  almond  oil ;  stramonium  ointment,  either  alone  or  with 
acetate  of  lead  or  oxide  of  zinc,  tannin  ointment  of  different  strengths ; 
ointment  of  creasote,  of  iodide  of  sulphur,  and  of  white  precipitate ; — and 
with  regard  to  all  kinds  of  local  applications  it  has  been  truly  said,  that, 
in  eczema,  the  particular  one  to  be  used  can  only  be  determined  by  trial. 
In  some  cases,  gloves  or  cots  of  oiled  silk  or  india-rubber  will  prove  grate- 
ful and  useful,  and,  in  other  cases,  their  use  can  not  be  tolerated  at  all. 
The  persevering  use  of  the  natural  sulphur  waters — of  which,  you  know, 
this  State  presents  both  a  great  abundance  and  variety — especially  i^rhen 
continued  for  successive  seasons,  both  internally  and  externally,  will 
sometimes  effect  a  cure  of  this,  as  well  as  of  some  other  forms  of  chronic 
eczema. 
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Clinical  Meniarks  on  cases  in  the  First  Surgical  Division  of  the  NevB 
York  Hospital,  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1854.  Bj 
Thomas  M.  Markoe,  M.  D.,  Attending  Surgeon. 

Selected  Cases, — Reported  by  Mr.  Geo.  E.  8.  Keatob, 

Case  I.  Post-pharyngeal  abscess.  ULslj  3d. — This  patient,  Gentle- 
cnen,  complains  of  soreness  of  the  throat,  with  great  difficulty  and  pain  in 
-swallowing,  and  a  constant  dyspnoea,  which  at  times,  particularly  when  he 
lies  down,  amounts  to  a  feeling  of  impending  suffocation.  He  tells  us 
that  he  had  an  attack  of  what  appeared  to  be  ordinary  sore  throat,  about 
four  weeks  ago,  which,  instead  of  subsiding,  left  him  with  a  feeling  of 
pain  in  swallowing.  This  has  gradually  increased,  and  now,  within  four  or 
five  days,  has  been  accompanied  by  the  dyspnoea,  which  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing worse.  One  other  symptom  he  presents,  which  is  important  He 
cannot  raise  his  head  so  as  to  look  upward  without  increasing  the  pain  in 
the  throat,  and  causing  it  to  extend  along  the  muscles  of  the  neck. 
Now,  on  looking  into  the  thsoat,  you  perceive  that  there  is  no  redness  or 
swelling  of  the  tonsils,  or  of  the  membrane  lining  the  pillars  of  the  isth- 
mus faucium ;  but  you  notice  that  the  whole  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx 
is  projecting  forward,  in  consequence  of  some  swelling  behind  it,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  vertebral  column.     On  placing  my  two  fingers  on  this 
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swelling,  fluctuation  is  manifest ;  and  I  can  trace  the  bag  of  the  abscess 
passing  downwards  behind  the  larynx,  upon  which  it  very  materially 
encroaches,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  dyspnoea. 

The  case,  then,  presents'  us  with  a  fine  illustration  of  the  subacute 
fonn  of  the  post-pharvngeal  abscess;  a  form  of  disease  which,  you  know, 
has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  of  late,  and  is  interesting,  both  from 
the  great  danger  which  attends  it  and  from  the  obscurity  which  often 
marks  its  symptoms.  Here,  however,  every  thing  is  clear  and  uncom- 
plicated, as  I  hope ;  and  the  treatment  indicated  is  a  free  incision  into  the 
abscess,  as  low  down  as  we  can  make  it  [Incision  made,  and  thin,  curdy 
pus  evacuated.]  This  will  undoubtedly  give  relief  to  his  distressing 
symptoms ;  and  by  keeping  this  orifice  open,  and  allowing  the  abscess  to 
discharge  itself  freely,  the  thing  will  gradually  fill  up,  and  be  cured. 
Some  suspicion,  however,  always  arises  in  these  cases  that  the  bone 
may  be  diseased.    If  this  tie  the  case,  we  must  expect  a  different  result 

May  10. — The  tumor  has  almost  disappeared.  The  patient  has  been 
relieved  of  most  of  his  symptoms  since  the  opening  ;  matter  still  flows 
freely. 

May  27. — This  man  has  not  continued  to  improve,  as  we  hoped. 
There  has  been  no  reaccumulation  of  the  abscess ;  but  the  opening  has 
not  closed,  and  continues  to  give  issue  to  considerable  thin,  ilMooking 
pus.  The  orifice,  too,  you  see,  looks  pouting,  from  protuberant  granula- 
tions ;  and  he  has  more  instead  of  less  of  the  pain  and  soreness  on  motion 
of  the  head,  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  second  and  third  vertebrae. 
The  probe  passed  in  to  the  orifice  does  not  reach  bare  bone  ;  but  from 
all  the  symptoms,  I  fear  caries  of  these  vertebrae  ;  and,  as  his  health  is 
suffering,  I  advise  him  to  leave  the  hospital  and  go  into  the  country,  and 
to  have  the  tJnct  iodine  painted  over  the  neck  externally  on  both  sides. 
He  will  report  himself  here  occasionally. 

Case  II.  Deep  fascial  inflammation  of- the  hand  and  forearm.  May 
dd. — ^Ten  days  ago,  this  old  man  injured  slightly  a  finger  of  his  right 
hand  with  a  splinter ;  and,  paying  no  attention  to  the  wound,  inflamma- 
tion, you  see,  has  set  in,  of  a  severe  character,  and  has  spread  so  as 
to  involve  the  whole  hand  and  part  of  the  forearm.  The  parts  are  ex- 
cessively swollen  and  tense,  very  red  and  hot,  though  almost  no  constitu- 
tional disturbance  has  yet  been  lighted  up,  notwithstanding  the  patient 
is  an  old  drunkard.  [Free  and  deep  incisions  made,  and  poultices 
ordered.] 

May  6. — Although  I  made,  at  our  last  visit,  such  liberal  incisions  into 
this  inflamed  hand,  you  will  perceive  but  slight  improvement  The 
swelling  has  not  diminished,  and  it  is  hard  and  brawny  to  feel,  a  condi- 
tion which  you  must  carefully  distinguish  from  the  feeling  of  hardness 
which  arises  from  tension  of  swollen  parts.*  When  the  hardness  arises 
from  tension,  such  incisions  as  I  have  made  will  always  give  relief. 
When,  on  the  contrary,  the  swollen  parts  are  really  indurated  by  the  in- 
flammation, it  indicates  a  higher  grade  of  disease,  with  the  effusion  and 
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partial  organization  of  Ijmph  in  the  tissues,  which  will  be  but  sligbtly 
benefited  by  incisions.  You  see  here,  just  above  my  incision,  an  abscess 
has  opened  from  some  deep  source,  and  others  threaten.  The  case,  then, 
shows  itself  to  be  one  of  those  in  which  violent  and  destructive  inflamma- 
tion creeps  along  the  thecsB  of  the  tendons,  involving  all  the  fibrous  tis- 
sues in  its  course,  passing  by  the  wrist  joint  where,^you  know,  the  fibrous 
tissue  is  very  abundant,  and  spreading  upwards  into  the  forearm,  usually 
going  no  further  than  the  point  at  which  the  muscular  begins  to  prepon- 
derate over  the  fibrous  tissue,  a  little  above  the  middle  of  the  forearm. 
This  superficial  inflammation,  which  you  can  see,  is  not  therefore  the  real 
disease,  it  is  only  an  accompaniment,  and  an  index  of  the  more  serious 
mischief  going  on  beneath.  This  is  a  most  intractable  and  destructive 
affection  ;  and  in  this  advanced  state,  we  can  do  but  little  beside  giving 
early  exit  to  the  pus  as  soon  as  it  can  be  discovered,  thereby  preventing, 
■as  far  as  may  be,  the  sloughing  of  the  tendons  and  fibrous  tissue  from 
the  action  of  confined  pus.  You  will  notice  that  constitutional  disturb- 
ance has  begun  to  show  itself,  mainly  of  the  irritative  character,  as  indi- 
cated by  a  moderate  amount  of  delirium  at  night. 

May  10. — Disease  still  spreading,  and  has  opened  in  several  new 
points  on  the  palm  and  outer  surfaces  of  the  hand  and  wrist.  The  dis- 
<  liarge  is  very  great ;  and  when  1  take  hold  of  the  hand  and  move  the 
wrist  ioint,  I  can  feel  a  rubbing  of  bare  bones  upon  one  another,  showing 
that  the  joint  surfaces  have  been  invaded,  and  the  cartilages,  in  part  at 
least,  destroyed.  His  general  system  now  is  suffering  severely  from  the 
local  injury.  He  lies  half-stupid,  muttering  to  himself,  when  spoken  to 
answering  incoherently,  with  a  pulse  quick  and  feeble,  skin  bathed  con- 
stantly in  sweat,  tongue  dry  in  the  middle,  a  tendency  to  diarrhea,  and 
active  delirium  every  night.  The  local  disease  we  have  continued  to 
treat  by  free  incisions  wherever  matter  can  be  detected,  and  by  emollient 
poultices.  The  general  powers  have  been  carefully  sustained  by  avoiding 
medicine,  and  giving  regular  and  constant  nourishment  in  the  shape  of 
strong  soups,  and  eggs,  (fee,  and  as  much  stimulant  as  he  could  bear, 
brandy  and  carb.  ammonia  being  principally  relied  upon,  together  with 
the  liberal  use  of  anodynes,  particularly  at  nigtt. 

May  19. — ^This  old  man,  as  you  have  noticed,  in  watching  him  since 
our  last  remarks  on  the  case,  has  lain  pretty  much  in  the  same  condition 
since  that  date,  the  local  disease  not  advancing  simply  because  the  ma- 
terials for  its  attack  are  exhauined.  No  considerable  progress,  however, 
has  been  made  in  the  reparation  of  his  injuries,  and  this  manifestly  be- 
cause the  severity  of  these  injuries  has  been  so  great  as  to  reduce  bis 
constitutional  powers  below  the  reparative  point.  Our  endeavor  bas 
been  to  sustain  and  build  up  these  depressed  powers,  in  the  hope  of  sav- 
ing his  hand,  of  course  with  anchylosis  of  the  diseased  wrist  This  hope 
we  now  entirely  abandon,  owing  to  a  hemorrhage  which  took  place  last 
night  from  one  of  the  openings,  which,  though  not  very  great  in  amonnt, 
had  nearly  destroyed  him  by  exhaustion.  From  this  sudden  depression 
active  stimulation  has  already  in  a  gi-eat  measure  roused  him,  and  as 
soon  as  reaction  is  more  complete,  we  snail  remove  the  arm. 
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May  27. — This  arm  was  removed  five  days  ago,  and  the  old  man  is 
doing  well.  I  call  your  attention  to  him  to-day. that  you  may  mark  the 
rapid  disappearance  of  two  prominent  symptoms — the  delirium  and  the 
diarrhea,  which  have  been  almost  constant  for  more  than  two  weeks. 
Both  these  important  and  dangerous  symptoms  have  been  depending,  not 
upon  any  irritation  seated  primarily  in  the  brain  or  in  the  bowels,  but 
upon  an  irritation  sympathetic  with  the  depressed  and  exhausted  condi- 
tion of  the  general  vital  energy,  and  are  to  be  treated,  not  by  remedies 
addressed  to  the  suffering  organs,  but  by  those  which  will  restore  this 
vital  energy,  or,  as  in  the  present  case,  by  an  operation  which  will  re- 
move the  cause  which  is  exhausting  that  energy.  The  astringents  and 
carminatives  with  which  we  tried  to  control  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and 
the  anodynes  intended  to  sooth  his  restless  night-delirium  were,  as  you 
saw,  inefficaci  ous  hile  his  system  was  striving  to  repair  the  destructive 
actions  which  had  been  going  on  in  his  hand  and  arm :  now,  when  that 
source  of  exhaustion  is  removed,  these  remedies  are  no  longer  necessary. 
The  examination  of  the  hand  and  arm  showed  us  that  the  inflammation 
had  crept  down  the  theca  of  the  tendon  of  the  index  finger  into  the 
palm,  and  all  the  fibrous  matter  of  the  palm  and  about  the  wrist  joint 
was  bathed  in  dirty,  sanious  pus,  and  in  a  state  of  sphacelus.  This 
liability  of  the  tendons  and  fibrous  tissue  to  sphacelate  when  they  are 
attacked  with  suppurative  inflammation,  is  the  most  serious  feature  of  the 
disease,  and  one  which  makes  early  evacuation  of  matter  very  important. 
We  might,  possibly,  have  saved  this  arm  if  we  had  seen  it  while  the 
inflammation  was  confined  to  the  finger,  by  making  a  deep  and  free 
incision  along  the  theca  of  the  tendon. 

Casb  in. —  VaBcular  tumor  of  the  sole  of  ike  foot, — This  young 
German  presents  upon  the  sole  of  this  foot,  an  ill-looking  sore,  nearly 
round,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  a  dirty,  irregular  surface,  hard 
and  tender  margin,  and  a  thin,  scanty,  sanious  discharge.  It  gives  him 
a  great  deal  of  pain,  prevents  entirely  the  use  of  the  foot,  and  it  has  been 
subject  to  violent  and  excessive  hemorrhages,  sometimes  without  any 
evident  cause.  He  says  that  this  foot  and  leg  have  always  been  larger 
than  the  other,  and  that  this  fullness,  which  you  see  occupies  the  hollow 
of  the  foot,  has  been  increasing  gradually  for  many  years  past.  The 
ulceration  commenced  about  twelve  months  ago ;  but  previous  to  this  there 
was  for  a  long  time  a  bluish,  hard,  and  tender  spot,  which  occasionally  bled, 
and  upon  which  the  ulceration  occurred.  If,  now,  we  press  upon  the  soft 
parts  around  the  sore,  there  is  felt  a  peculiar  yielding,  boggy,  feel;  and  by 
continuing  the  pressure  all  round  the  sore,  the  whole  of  the  fullness  of 
the  sole  disappears,  as  you  see,  but  returns  immediately  when  the  press- 
ure is  removed.  We  will  now  compress  the  femoral  artery  so  as  to 
prevent  the  blood  from  passing  into  the  foot,  and  then,  making  pressure 
around  the  sore,  the  fullness  disappears  as  before ;  and  while  the  artery 
is  held,  you  see  the  fullness  does  not  return,  and  the  sole  presents  its 
natural  hollow.  The  moment  the  finger  is  taken  off  from  the  artery 
above,  you  see  the  sole  again  becomes  tumid  as  before.    All  the  arteries 
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leading  to  the  foot  are  much  enlarged  when  compared  with  those  of  the 
sonnd  foot,  and  the  same  is  very  evident  in  the  superficial  TeiD§.  A 
bruit  de  soufflet  is  heard,  on  applying  the  ear  over  the  tumor.  The  di- 
agnosis is  clear.  We  have  a  tumor  composed  of  a  fine  meshwork  of 
arteries  and  veins,  occupying  mainly  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  forming  the 
base  as  well  as  the  cause  of  this  intractable  and  painful  ulcer.  Before 
we  had  recognized  the.  peculiar  erectile  character  of  the  base  of  this  sore, 
it  was  proposed  to  exsect  the  ulcer  entirely,  thereby  making  a  new  surface 
which  would  probably  heal  readily.  This  proceeding  is  now  out  of  the 
question ;  because  when  the  vesseU  become  diseased  in  this  manner,  they 
haye  lost  their  contractility,  and  the  hemorrhage  would  therefore  be 
incontrollable  if  these  should  be  cut  into.  The  actual  or  potential  caute- 
ries miffht  possibly  destroy  the  morbid  formation ;  but  in  so  doing,  they 
would  destroy  so  much  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  sole  that  a  cicatrix  would 
be  impossible.  We  are  therefore  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  attempting 
the  cure  by  the  ligature  of  the  arteries  leading  to  the  tumor,  or  of  remoy- 
ing  the  foot  by  amputation  through  the  leg.  Against  the  former  plan 
we  have  the  doubtful  results  of  experience  in  other  cases  of  the  kind,  and 
the  fact  that  the  veins  as  well  as  the  arteries  are  implicated  in  the  disease* 
and,  still  more  perhaps,  the  distance  at  which  the  ligature  must  be  applied 
to  embrace  all  the  vessels  implicated.  These  mainly,  among  other  con- 
siderations,  have  led  us  to  decide,  in  consultation,  upon  amputation  of  the 
limb.  [The  operation  was  performed,  and  the  patient^s  recovery  was  sat- 
isfactory. The  dissection  of  the  foot  showed  that  both  series  of  arteries 
and  veins  were  enlarged  and  tortuous,  and  formed,  as  was  supposed, 
almost  the  entire  substance  of  the  tumor.  This  beautiful  specimen  has 
been  Ytrj  carefully  dissected  and  prepared  by  Dr.  Allin,  Curator  of  the 
Museum,  and  will  be  preserved  in  the  collection.] 

Cases  IV.  and  V. —  Ununited  fractures  ofatm  and  leg. — ^The  very 
large  number  of  fractures  which  are  constantly  under  our  care  in  this 
Hospital,  greater  by  far  I  believe  than  in  any  other  institution  in  the 
country,  gives  to  the  subject  of  nou-union  of  fractures  a  particular  interest 
and  importance  to  us.  In  the  right  management  of  this  misfortune,  a 
proper  appreciation  of  the  causes  which  have  been  operating  against  the 
consolidation  of  the  bones  seems  to  be  of  great  importance  as  a  guide  to 
us  in  our  endeavors  to  bring  about  the  wished-for  union.  We  may 
explain  most  of  the  cases,  I  think,  by  reference  to  one  of  the  three  follow- 
ing circumstances. 

1.  Wantof  potoer  in  the  system  to  produce  or  to  perfect  the  bond 
of  union,  as  is  sometimes  seen  in  exceedingly  old,  enfeebled  patients,  or 
in  those  debilitated  by  disease,  starvation,  <fec.  .    . 

2.  Obstructed  power.  When  the  vigor  and  plastic  power  of  the 
system  is  complete,  but  when  some  local  cause  interferes  with  union,  as 
too  great  separation  of  fragments,  the  interposition  of  muscles  between 
the  broken  ends,  too  great  inflammation,  too  much  motion  during  the 
cure,  drc. 

3.  Diverted  power,  as  in  those  cases  where  the  plastic  powers  are 
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perfect  and  the  local  conditions  not  unfavorable,  but  where,  from  the 
proBence  of  some  other  important  process,  as  gestation  or  lactation,  or 
from  severe  injuries  of  some  neighboring  parts,  the  energies  of  repair  are 
diverted  from  the  fracture,  and  expended  in  whole  or  in  part  upon  these 
other  processes  or  iDJunes.  The  patient  before  jou  presents  an  example 
of  the  latter  class.  He  received,  thirteen  months  ago,  from  the  fall  of  a 
heavy  steam  boiler,  an  injury  of  his  arm  which  not  only  broke  the  bone 
four  inches  above  the  elbow,  but  tore  and  lacerated  almost  the  whole 
length  of  the  forearm,  to  the  extent  which  is  pretty  well  indicated  by 
these  cicatrices.  His  injuries  of  the  forearm  have  at  last  healed,  after  a 
year's  tedious  suppurating,  granulating,  cicatrizing,  and  contracting ;  but 
in  the  meantime,  it  would  seem  that  nature's  attention  had  been  with- 
drawn entirely  from  the  broken  humerus ;  for  it  remains  ununited,  and 
with  scarcely  a  trace  of  any  effort  toward  consolidation.  If  my  view  of 
this  case  is  correct,  you  will  say  why  will  not  nature,  now  that  she  has 
finished  the  work  on  the  forearm,  go  on  and  accomplish  the  union  of  the 
arm.  She  does  not,  and  she  will  not  do  it,  for  this  reason,  viz.  that  so 
much  time  has  elapsed  since  the  injury,  that  the  reparative  nisus  has 
probably  ceased  for  ever.  This  disposition  towards  reparative  actions, 
you  know,  commences  with  and  is  excited  by  the  injury  done  to  the  part, 
and  if  proper  conditions  .^re  supplied,  it  shows  itself  with  the  certainty  of 
a  law  of  nature.  Even  if  these  proper  conditions  are  withheld  for  a  cer- 
tain time,  the  tendency  to  reparation  still  exists,  and,  though  postponed, 
will  show  itself  in  cases  of  fractured  bones,  many  weeks  and  even  months 
after  the  original  injury.  This  fact  is  well  illustrated  in  the  man  in  the 
Cottage  0.,  whose  fractures  remained  ununited  for  many  weeks,  on 
aoeount  of  his  miserable,  starved  condition,  before  he  citme  to  us.  As 
soon,  however,  as  he  got  plenty  of  good,  nourishing  food,  and  began  to 
feel  its  influence,  union  commenced  and  proceeded  rapidly.  But  if  the 
necessary  conditions  are  too  long  withheld,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  ten- 
dency to  repair  had  become  exhausted ;  no  action  takes  place,  though 
every  thing  seems  favorable  for  it,  and  this  inactive  condition  continues 
indefinitely.  Now,  under  these  circumstances,  which  are  precisely  those 
in  which  I  consider  our  patient  to  be,  nothing  will  be  done  toward  the 
union  of  this  fracture  unless  we  can  reexcite  this  exhausted  reparative 
disposition ;  and  this  is  the  principle  upon  which  the  cure  of  these  cases 
always  is,  or  ought  to  be  founded.  First  remove  the  obstacles  which 
have  been  preventives  of  union,  and  then  refixcite  the  reparative  nisus. 
I  need  not  recount  to  you  the  various  methods  in  use  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  You  probably  all  are  aware  that  the  seton,  resection,  wiring 
the  bones,  introducing  ivory  pegs,  dsc,  are  all  founded  on  the  principle 
above  mentioned,  and  are  all  of  them  in  their  proper  place  eminently 
valuable  surgical  resources.  Statistical  reports  show  that  these  method 
have  been  followed  by  a  great  and  satisfactory  degree  of  success ;  but 
unfortunately  this  success  has  not  been  attained  without  danger,  and  in  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  cases  where  these  severe  operations  bave  been 
peiformed»  death  has  been  the  result.  It  is  this  fact  which  makes  us  so 
solicitous  to  devise  some  procedure  in  these  cases  which,  while  it  shall  be 
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effectual,  shall  also  be  safe.  I  propose  in  this  case  to  adopt  a  plan  which 
was  first  suggested  to  us  by  Dr.  Brainerd,  of  Chicago,  and  which  consists 
in  boring  through  the  opposed  fragments  with  a  medium-sized  drill,  and 
thus  wounding  in  several  points  the  surfaces  where  we  wish  to  excite  the 
new  action.  These  wounds  can  be  made,  all  of  them,  through  a  single 
little  hole  in  the  skin,  by  sliding  the  skin  along  and  passing  the  drill  in 
varioua  directions.  After  these  holes  have  been  made,  the  small  external 
wound  is  cloeed  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  easily  heals.  [The  operation 
was  performed,  four  holes  being  drilled  through  both  fragments.  The 
bone  was  so  sofl  that  the  drill  passed  with  great  ease.  The  arm  placed 
upon  a  tin  splint] 

June  14th. — I  present  you  with  another  case  of  fracture  whidi  has 
now  refused  to  unite,  though  it  is  three  months  since  the  leg  was  broken. 
There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  this  fracture  should  not  unite ; 
and  I  therefore  propose  to  treat  it  in  the  same  manner  as  we  treated  the 
last  case,  by  drilling  holes  through  the  opposed  fragments.  [Six  perfora- 
tions were  made  through  the  tibia,  and  the  limb  placed  in  a  fracture  box.] 

June  26. — ^The  arm  has  presented  very  little  sign  of  increased  action ; 
some  tenderness  existed  round  the  fracture  for  a  few  days,  but  this  has  all 
disappeared ;  and  I  fear  we  shall  fail  here  from  having  too  little,  rather 
than  from  -too  much  action.  The  leg,  on  the  contrary,  you  see,  has 
become  inflamed  and  swollen  round  the  seat  of  fracture;  and,  in  fact,  sup- 
puration has  been  caused  by  the  operation.  Happily,  however,  tins 
suppuration  is  subcutaneous,  and  I  have  and  shall  endeavor  to  keep  it  so. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  making  a  free  incision  into  this  abscess,  thereby 
converting  the  case  into  a  compound  fracture,  I  have  made  a  very  sinaU 
opening,  and  had  the  matter  gradually  evacuated  as  it  collected,  morning 
and  evening.  Thus  far,  the  plan  has  succeeded  admirably.  The  absoeM 
is  diminishing,  is  free  from  pain,  and  every  thing  promises  well  [By 
the  19th  of  July  the  abscess,  which  continued  to  be  managed  in  this  way, 
had  entirely  healed  ;  and  on  the  29th  July  he  was  discharged,  with  the 
leg  firmly  united.  The  ann  presented  no  evidence  of  union  on  the  Ist  of 
July.  Erysipelas  attacked  his  arm,  the  old  scars  of  forearm  reuicerated, 
and  as  the  erysipelas  subsided  abscess  occurred  about  the  seat  of  fracture ; 
which  determined  us,  considering  the  maimed  condition  of  the  forearm,  to 
amputate  the  arm  above  the  fracture.] 


L    NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes. 
Stated  meeting  held  at  the  University,  August  2,  1854.     President, 
Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  in  the  chair.     Fifty-one  members  present  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 
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The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  President  introduced  to  the  Academy  Dr.  Dupierris,  of  Havana, 
^Corresponding  Fellow ;  and  also  Dr.  McGrath,  of  Jamaica,  W.  I. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Health  reported  progress. 

The  Trustees  reported  on  the  subject  of  the  liability  of  non-resident 
Fellows  to  the  annual  tax.  They  had  resolved  that  Fellows  who  had 
permanently  removed  from  the  city  were  not  liable ;  but  that  those  who 
were  only  temporarily  absent  were  considered  as  on  the  reg^ter,  and  lia- 
ble to  tax. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  communicated  to  the  Acad- 
emy the  receipt  of  a  donation  of  two  volumes  of  the  "Archives  de  Physi- 
<dogie,"  from  the  publisher.  Also,  a  communication  from  M.  Vattemare, 
of  Paris,  offering  his  services  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  exchanges 
between  scientific  institutions  in  Europe  and  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

On  motion  of  Dr,  Adams,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  M.  Vatte- 
mare for  his  kind  offer. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  was  authorized  to  transmit  to 
M*  Vattemare  three  copies  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Academy,  and 
copies  of  its  other  publications. 

Dr.  Adams  stated  that  Dr.  Dupierris  had  prepared  a  Memoir  on  Choi- 
era  for  the  consideration  of  the  Academy.  Dr.  Dupierris,  not  being  suf- 
ficiently familiar  with  the  English  language,  had  requested  Dr.  Adams  to 
rend  the  paper  for  him.  Dr.  Dupierris  had  condensed  the  matter  of  his 
paper  into  fifteen  propositions,  which  were  read  by  Dr.  Adams. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the  Memoir  of  Dr.  Dupierris  on  Chol- 
era be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 

The  President  then  said  that  he  would  merely  open  the  discussion 
by  a  few  general  remarks.  The  subject  presents  itself  in  a  variety  of 
aapects,  especially  in  its  etiology  and  therapeutics.  The  present  epidemic 
reeembles  that  of  1884,  it  is  not  as  violent  as  the  one  ot  1882.  It  has 
been  so  generally  diffusied  that  every  one  has  had  opportunities  for  exami- 
nation. Questions  of  importance  arise  in  contemplating  the  subject :  how 
is  it  caused  f  how  propagated  ? — ^by  contagion  ?  or  by  other  means  f 
But,  however  interesting  the  discussion  of  these  questions  may  be,  the 
therapeutical  aspect  of  Uie  subject  is  the  most  important.  What  is  the 
beet  treatment  ?  VHien  does  a  case  become  actually  cholera  f  Then, 
what  are  the  best  remedies  for  the  different  stages  of  the  disease  ?  what 
for  the  first  stage  ? — the  second  stage  ?  &c. 

Dr.  Adams  remarked  that  in  the  Baltic  squadron,  the  disease  origi- 
nated without  any  communication  with  the  shore. 

Dr.  Sayre  inquired  whether,  in  that  case  or  elsewhere,  there  had  not 
been  previously  intermittent  fever. 

Dr.  Dupierris  made  some  remarks  explanatory  of  his  views  as  con- 
tained in  his  paper.  It  is  his  decided  conviction  that  the  disease  is  not 
•contagious,  its  cause  is  in  the  atmosphere ;  but  unless  a  predisposition 
•exists,  favoring  its  developement,  it  will  not  manifest  itself. 
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Dr.  S,  P.  White  said  that  he  was  fonnerly  inclined  to  he  a  mrn-eon- 
tagionist ;  facta,  however,  had  come  under  his  own  oheerration  whidi  bad 
compelled  him  to  come  to  the  opposite  conclusion,  viz.  that  the  disease 
is  infectious^  or  eommunicahle  in  a  bad  atmosphere. 

In  1832,  while  practicing  in  Hudson,  which  was  entirely  exempt  from 
cholera,  and  is  remarkably  healthy,  a  female  went  from  Hudson  street, 
in  this  city,  to  the  nllage  of  Athens,  opposite  Hudson.  After  a  few  days, 
the  usual  period  of  incubation,  she  was  attacked  with  decided  symptonu 
of  cholera  asphyxia,  and  died.  Immediately  after  her  death,  from  Meen 
to  twenty  cases  occurred  in  the  neighborhood,  most  of  which  prored 
&ta],  the  treatment  then  not  being  as  well  understood  as  at  the  preseDt 
time.  Similar  facts  have  been  repeatedly  observed  in  different  sectioDs 
of  our  country ;  and  well -authenticated  instances  have  occurred  whew 
the  clothing  of  patients,  who  have  been  interred  here,  has  been  taken  to 
the  country,  and  spread  the  disease  in  the  neighborhood  to  which  the 
clothing  has' been  taken. 

Dr.  Detmold  remarked  that  Dr.  Dupierris  ascribes  the  cause  of  chol- 
era to  a  peculiar  gas,  whose  nature  is  unknown ;  but  we  have  no  proof 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  gas.  We  know  nothing  of  it — ^it  is  merely  a 
theory.  There  is  no  proof  to  establish  its  correctness.  These  theories 
do  not  advance  our  knowledge  respecting  cholera,  especially  as  to  its 
^contagion ;  facts  are  brought  by  the  advocates  of  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion— ^theor}'-  will  not  settle  the  point.  One  fact  of  importance  has  been 
demonstrated  lately  :  that  cholera  can  be  communicated  to  the  dog,  \fj 
injecting  the  blood  of  cholera-patients  and  the  alvine  evacuations  in  the 
veins  of  the  dog.  The  cholera  is  admitted  by  a  large  majority  of  medi- 
cal men  in  Europe,  to  be  contagious.  The  manner  in  which  it  spread  at 
Ward's  Island,  from  a  patient  in  one  ward,  gradually  to  the  other  wards 
of  the  hospital,  favors  the  doctrine  of  contagion.  The  point  to  which 
Dr.  D.  wished  |>articularly  to  call  attention  is,  that  the  discusuon  of 
theories  will  assist  us  but  very  little  in  elucidating  the  nature  of  cholera, 
or  its  mode  of  propa^tion.  We  have  no  proof  that  the  ganglionic 
system  is  the  part  originally  affected  :  there  seems  more  ground  for  Bop- 

g«ing  that  it  is  the  mucous  membrane  which  is  primarily  affected, 
ow  does  the  present  epidemic  compare  with  others  of  previous  years  f 
Does  diarrhoea  run  as  rapidly  into  collapse  now  as  then  f  In  oonverM- 
tion  with  medical  men,  he  is  led  to  think  that  collapse  comes  on  niore 
rapidly  in  the  present  epidemic  than  in  those  of  previous  years.  We 
shall  gain  more  by  abstaining  from  speculation,  and  listening  to  tiraee 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  disease. 

Dr.  Dupierris  remarked  that  experiments  have  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  cholera  could  be  communicated  to  the 
numan  subject,  by  drinking  the  dejections  of  cholera  patients,  by  inocu- 
lation, <kc. ;  and  all  experiments  have  failed.  In  the  hospital  at  Havana, 
of  which  he  had  charge,  persons  have  slept  in  the  clothes  of  cholera  pa- 
tients without  taking  the  disease.  Many  cases  related  as  having  been 
propagated  by  contagion,  upon  examination  have  been  accounted  for  in 
a  more  satisfactory  manner.  Places  entirely  surrounded  by  water,  where 
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no  communication  was  allowed  with  other  places,  have  been  visited  by 
the  cholera.  The  subject  of  incubation  is  too  uncertain  to  be  the  foun- 
dation of  any  opinion.  Pathological  anatomy  has  never  yet  discovered 
the  precise  seat  of  the  disease ;  mis  shows  that  it  is  functional  and  not 
organic,  and  that  the  cause  of  cholera  acts  upon  the  grand  centric  sys- 
tem of  nerves — ^that  it  is  a  disease  of  innervation. 

Dr.  McNulty  remarked,  that^  as  a  younger  member  of  the  profession, 
lie  should  like  to  hear  something  more  practical  upon  the  subject  of 
cholera. 

Dr.  Beadle  remarked  that  there  are  certain  points  which  appeared 
to  be  well  established  in  cholera :  1st.  That  wherever  tlie  disease  pre- 
vails as  an  epidemic,  every  one  is  more  or  less  predisposed  to  it,  and  the 
disease  is  liable  to  be  developed  by  diiferent  exciting  causes ;  2d.  That 
it  is  preceded  by  diarrhoea,  of  longer  or  shorter  duration.  The  attention 
of  the  profession  was  first  called  to  this  fact  by  Dr.  Cook,  in  his  report  to 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Greenock,  Scotland,  in  1832  ;  and  though  it  is 
generally  admitted,  is  still  denied  by  some.  More  recent  observations 
confirm  the  truth  of  this  fact  In  the  August  No.  of  the  New  York 
Medical  Times  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  the  Registrar-General  of 
England,  by  Dr.  Macloughlin,  of  London,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  of 
•3,900  cases  carefully  examined  into  in  1849,  not  a  single  one  occurred 
which  had  not  been  preceded  by  a  diarrhoea  of  some  hours',  days',  or 
weeks'  duration ;  and  also  a  statement^  by  the  same  physician,  that  in  900 
-cases  in  London  in  1853,  the  same  fact  occurred,  without  a  single  exception. 
And  what  is  of  greater  importance  to  be  known  is,  that  this  diarrhoea  is 
jnore  under  the  control  of  remedial  means,  than  almost  any  disease  which 
the  physician  has  to  treat ;  and  these  means,  too,  frequently  of  the  most 
simple  kind.  3.  That  an  attack  is  brought  on  by  some  violation  of  the 
laws  of  health,  such  as  errors  of  diet,  undue  exposure,  bad  regimen,  ex- 
ceeaive  or  protracted  physical  or  mental  labor,  late  hours,  &c.  These  Dr. 
B.  regards  as  important  facts  for  the  profession,  and  even  more  so,  per- 
haps, for  the  public,  to  allay  unnecessary  alarm,  and  lead  them  to  seek 
early  advice. 

Dr.  Sayre  remarked  that  he  saw  a  great  deal  of  the  disease  in  the 
last  epidemic,  and  had  observed  that  it  was  always  preceded  by  premon- 
itory symptoms  of  languor  and  debility,  followed  by  diarrhoea  of  longer 
or  shorter  duration,  and  was  always  amenable  to  treatment  in  its  first 
stages — ^in  fact,  absolute  rest  in  the  horizontal  position,  with  a  tight  flan- 
nel bandage  around  the  abdomen,  would  cure  the  great  majority  of  cases 
in  the  first  stages,  without  any  other  treatment  The  reason  why  he 
asked  the  question  concerning  the  prevalence  of  intermittent  fever  prior 
to  and  during  cholera,  was  that  he  has  observed  its  prevalence  for  the 
last  year,  and  a  very  marked  increase  of  the  disease  during  the  past  few 
months,  and  wished  to  know  if  there  was  not  great  similarity  in  the  col- 
lapse of  cholera  and  the  cold  stage  of  intermittent. 

On  the  subject  of  contagion,  he  remarked,  that  in  Bellevue  Hosnital 
there  were  six  beds  contiguous  to  each  other,  the  occupants  of  wnich 
had  the  cholera.     This  looked  like  contagion ;  but,  on  examination,  it 
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was  found  that  they  had  all  eaten  of  diseased  potatoes,  and  were  thus 
entitled  to  the  disease.  In  fact,  the  epidemic  now  was  the  same  as  in 
1849 — in  this  city  at  least — and  was  a  manufactured  or  created  disease, 
caused  by  living  in  a  bad  atmosphere,  and  on  a  bad  diet,  in  our  closely- 
packed  tenement  houses,  and  bemg  thus  generated,  it  spread,  and  more 
or  less  influenced  the  atmosphere,  so  that  all  persons  were  more  or  les^ 
liable  to  it  who  were  exposed  to  the  necessary  exciting  causes  for  its 
production  ;  which  were  over-fatigue  of  either  body  or  mind,  undue  ex- 
posure to  the  hot  sun,  any  great  change  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  living- 
(provided,  of  course,  that  the  ordinary  mode  was  a  proper  one)  ;  fear  or 
grief,  or  any  thing  which  had  a  tendency  to  depress  the  system,  would 
be  likely  to  induce  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  which  would  always  be 
announced  by  premonitory  symptoms,  and  was  easily  curable  in  that 
state  by  absolute  rest.  He  did  not  think  that  anybody  had  any  right  to 
die  of  cholera,  such  as  we  now  had  at  least ;  and  did  not  think  that  anr 
one  had  died  of  the  disease  who  had  not  been  guilty  of  some  violation  of 
nature^s  laws. 

Dr.  Beadle  said  that  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  had  this  day 
assured  him  that  the  Board,  had  not  been  able  to  trace  a  sin^e  case  to 
filth  as  a  cause,  unless  with  the  filth  there  was  also  an  impropnety  of  diet, 
or  of  regimen.  In  dirty,  damp  localities  it  prevailed  badly, — in  dirty, 
(fry  places  it  did  not  appear. 

Dr.  Adams  remarked  that  in  Albany,  the  cholera,  during  the  present 
epidemic,  had  been  most  malignant  in  the  houses  of  the  Irish  inhabit- 
ants who  had  concealed  their  hogs  in  their  houses,  to  escape  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  police  ;  and  that  the  mortality  in  these  places  was  frightful, 
so  that  it  became  necessary  to  close  them. 

Dr.  Gri^com  thinks  that  the  pathology  of  cholera  is  not  a  matter  of 
indifference ;  the  principal  thing,  however,  is  the  treatment :  with  the 
public  the  prophylaxis  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Cholera  is  a  created 
disease.  On  Ward's  Island,  in  1849  and  1850,  it  originated  at  that 
place,  and  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  cholera  hundreds  of  miles  away. 
This  year  the  disease  has  occurred  almost  exclusively  among  the  desti- 
tute, the  wretched,  and  the  ill-fed.  The  predisposing  causes  are  in  the 
atmosphere,  aided  by  impure  air,  filth,  &c.  ^e  disease  itself  is  started 
by  errors  in  diet.  Another  important  fact  is  its  occurrence  on  ship-board, 
and  its  great  mortality,  both  in  coming  from  the  old  country  and  in  go- 
ing  from  this. '  A  remarkable  fact  is  the  suddenness  of  its  invasion  at 
sea,  and  its  subsiding  with  equal  abruptness.  The  disease  will  commenoe 
in  the  morning  of  a  certain  day,  and  last  for  six  days,  and  then  suddenly 
stop ;  another  case,  perhaps,  not  occurring  during  tlie  rest  of  the  voyage- 
But  that  the  disease  often  has  a  local  origm,  there  can  be  no  doubt  As 
to  the  disease  itself,  the  most  remarkable  feature  which  presents  itself  is, 
the  suspension  of  all  tlie  secretions — as  of  the  kidney,  liver,  Ac, — while 
at  the  same  time  enormous  discharges  from  the  intestines  take  place. 

Dr.  Corson  believed  the  great  question  to  be  that  of  the  treatment,  A 
rather  onerous  task  had  been  imposed  on  him,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  &c.  Much  uncertainty  still 
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exists  as  to  the  treatment,  although  we  have  made  some  progress  since 
1832.  By  general  consent,  the  "painless  diarrhoea"  was  successfully 
treated  like  the  ordinary  form ;  only  opiates,  astringents,  and  aromatics 
are  more  promptly  used,  and  cathartics  avoided.  In  actual  cholera, 
more  evidence  existed  in  favor  of  some  form  of  calomel  and  opium  treat- 
ment than  any  other  remedies.  In  India,  the  original  seat  of  the  disease, 
the  missionary  physician.  Dr.  Scudder,  after  twenty-five  years'  experi- 
ence, still  adheres  to  medium  doses  of  calomel  and  opium.  Some  use 
calomel  in  large,  and  some  in  small  doses.  The  majority  combine  opium 
or  camphor,  or  both,  with  calomel,  till  reaction  or  incipient  narcotism 
occurred,  and  resorted  also  to  revulsions  of  mustard,  dry  heat,  and  occa- 
sional frictions.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  some  had  been  rubbed  to 
deatL  Aromatic  stimulants,  such  as  capsicum,  or  the  essential  oils,  or 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  were  preferred  to  brandy  or  spirits  of  any 
kind,  which,  in  the  collapse  of  cholera,  most  believed  injurious. 

Dr.  C.  then  briefly  reviewed  the  leading  modes  of  treatment,  and 
remarked  that  on  looking  over  the  list,  it  was  curious  to  see  how  large  a 
proportion  were  styptic.  The  first  and  great  indication  seemed  to  be  to 
stop  the  fearful  internal  hemorrhage.  We  could  imitate  most  of  the 
symptoms  of  cholera  bv  purging  the  patient  nearly  to  death  artificially. 
Stop  this  fearful  intestinal  hemorrhage  (if  we  might  use  the  term),  and 
we  check  the  disease.  Calomel  in  large  doses  quieted  the  stomach,  and 
thiia  checked  the  stream  at  the  fountain-head,  besides  restoring  secre- 
tions and  relieving  the  after-congestion.  Dr.  C.  had  tried  most  of  the 
styptics  recommended,  but,  from  the  albuminous  character  of  the  dis- 
chiu:ge  and  its  great  efiicacy,  he  had  latterly  prefeiTcd  tannic  acid  as  a 
powerful  and  agreeable  astringent,  in  combination  with  calomel  and 
opium,  and  the  ordinary  stimulants  and  revulsives.  While  the  acetate 
of  lead  and  opium  were  most  serviceable  as  an  astringent  enema,  tannin 
agreed  best  with  the  stomach,  and  was  compatible  with  calomel.  He 
believed  that  all  the  remedies  of  any  value  in  cholera  acted  in  some  way 
either  as  sedatives  or  astringents.  Sometimes  he  momentarily  arrested 
peristaltic  action  by  a  preliminary  emetic  of  ipecac,  and  carbonate  of 
ammonia.  Then  he  gave  a  simple  dose  of  calomel,  qualified  with  a  grain 
or  80  of  opium  and  camphor,  and  five  grains  of  tannic  acid ;  following 
this  at  every  alternate  half  hoiur,  or  longer,  with  smaller  doses  of  calomel 
and  opium,  and  a  solution  of  a  few  grains  of  tannic  acid,  mixed  with  a 
little  tincture  of  capsicum  and  kreasote,  or  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  turpen- 
tine. The  auxiliaries  were  ice  internally,  and  mustard  poultices  and  dry 
heat  externally.  Anodynes  and  stimulants  were  discontinued  as  reac- 
tion came  on.  Dr.  C.  added  that  he  ought  perhaps,  in  iranknesp,  to  say, 
that  these  opinions  were  founded  simply  on  the  observation  of  some  sixty- 
six  cases  of  regular  cholera,  six  of  which  were  during  the  present  epi- 
demic, and  the  rest  in  1849. 

Dr.  Beadle  said  that  he  was  surprised  that  Dr.  Corson  had  forgotten 
the  importance  of  absolute  rest.  This  is  indispensable.  The  free  use  of 
ice  is  also  of  importance.  He  thinks  Dr.  Griscom  in  error,  in  saying 
that  the  disease  is  confined  to  tlie  destitute,  &c.    He  thinks  that  it  has 
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prevailed  relatively  among  the  better  daas  of  the  inhabitantB  of  our 
city,  more  than  in  previous  epidemics,  many  of  thoee  who  may  be  termed 
*^  good  livers,''  havmg  fallen  victims  to  the  disease. 

Dr.  Oriscofn  stated  that  he  had  tried  anesthesia  in  cholera,  and  irith 
happy  effects.  It  produces  a  quieting  effect,  and  removes  that  great 
restlessness  observed  in  those  who  have  the  disease. 

Dr.  Gardiner  remarked  that  there  waa  a  great  difference  between  the 
debate  in  the  Academy  now  and  that  of  1849.  Then  we  seemed  to 
know  but  very  little  about  the  disease,  now  opinions  are  more  settled 
upon  some  points,  viz. 

1.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  cholera  is  preceded  by  a  diairkea, 
which  can  l^  easily  managed.  This  fiact  will  have  a  tendency  to  reMere 
the  anxiety  of  the  public. 

2.  As  to  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  that  it  may  be  brought  on 
by  improper  food,  especially  among  the  destitute,  and  also  by  too  high 
living  in  others.  As  to  the  treatment,  he  thinks  it  of  importance,  that 
in  giving  medicine,  it  is  retained  on  the  stomach  better  wnen  given  in 
the  form  of  powder  placed  dry  upon  the  tongue. 

Dr.  Oriscam  inquired  whether  the  experience  of  gentlemen  did  not 
go  to  show  that  the  diarrhoea  preceding  cholera  was  painless.  Its  b^ng 
so  deceives  a  great  many.  The  public  ought  to  be  cautioned  on  this 
point. 

Dr.  Batchelder^  after  some  remarks  on  the  predisposing  causes  and 
predisposition  of  cholera,  stated  that  the  disease  was  best  treated  by  the 
administration  of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  opium.  The  former  acted  as 
an  astringent  on  the  open  mouths  of  the  vessels,  which  were  pouriog 
out  the  serum  into  the  cavities,  while  the  latter  allayed  abnormal  action, 
eased  the  pains  and  cramps,  and  caused  the  cutaneous  capiliaries  to 
relax.  These  articles,  with  rest,  were  certain  to  stop  the  premonitoiy 
diarrhoea,  and  so  prevent  the  disease.  They  would  also  check  the  vom- 
iting and  purging,  and  likewise  often  arrest  the  fully  formed  disease. 
But,  in  the  cold  stage,  little  was  to  be  expected  from  medicine,  becaase 
effusion  had  already,  most  probably,  taken  place  within  and  about  the 
brain  and  spinal  marrow ;  while  the  veins  of  the  pia-mater  and  the  brain 
generally  were  crowded  with  the  tliicker  parta  of  the  blood,  which, 
deprived  of  its  serum,  was  therefore  unfit  for  carrying  on  the  functions 
of  that  organ. 

Dr.  B.  would  like  to  ask,  what  good  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
administration  of  calomel,  and  on  what  pathological  principle  it  was 
given?  Mercury  was  considered  a  medicine  which  promoted  secretion— 
a  liquefaciant — an  exhalant ;  but,  in  cholera,  who  would  wish  to  increase 
exhalation,  what  secretion  was  it  desirable  to  promoted  He  was  aware 
that  calomel  was  given  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  acting  on  the  liver— 
for  promoting  the  secretion  of  the  bile ;  but  surely  there  must  be  some 
mistake,  for  the  mesenteric  veins,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  portal  sjrstem, 
was  filled  with  blood;  the  liver  was  congested,  and  the  gall-bladder 
distended  with  bile  to  its  utmost  capacity.    Dr.  Batchelder  subsequently 
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alluded  to  the  vast  amount  of  epithelial  matter  which  appeared  in  the 
rice-water  discharges,  but  was  not  present  in  the  diarrhoeal  evacuations. 

Dr.  Inaofi  Wwd  wished  to  call  attention  to  two  points  in  reference 
to  cholera :  let,  that  rest — ^perfect,  absolute  rest — ^is  the  first  and  most 
important  remedy  in  the  disease ;  2d,  that  the  diarrhoea  which  precedes 
cholera  is  attended  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  may  continue  several  days 
without  alarm,  until,  suddenly,  cholera  supervenes  in  all  its  violence. 
He  conaders  calomel  and  opium  the  best  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
the  disease. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


dmtwfAtut 


"  Gleanings  Ahroad,^^    No.  8. — ^Rome.    By  an  Ex-Emtoe. 

August  \4tth,  1864. 

In  setting  up  the  types  for  No.  7,  the  printer  has  substituted  choleras 
for  avalainclus  of  Northern  Italy.  I  admit  that  there  is  some  analogy 
between  them,  both  as  regards  the  suddenness  of  their  invasion,  and  the 
sweeping  desolation  which  often  attends  their  course ;  yet,  in  the  original 
text,  araanche  is  the  word.  A  few  more  last  words  on  Italy.  There  is  a 
curious  custom  prevalent  throughout  Italy,  when  one  is  seized  with  a  sneez* 
ing  fit,  of  giving  the  benediction,  in  the  form  of  ^  viva  "  or  "^  salute  ;"  this  is 
common  to  all  classes,  at  all  times  and  places,  and  its  origin  is  lost 
in  the  night  of  ages.  Dr.  Paris,  in  his  Pharmacologia,  remarks : 
^  This  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  superstitions  which  have  descended  to 
us.  It  was  customary  in  Greece,  when  any  one  sneezed,  to  exclaim, 
*'  May  you  live  I "  or,  "  God  bless  you  ! "  Aristotle,  in  his  problems,  has 
attempted,  unsatis&ctorily,  to  account  for  its  origin.  Pliny,  in  the  28th 
book  of  his  National  History,  asks,  ^^Cur  stemutanies  salutenturP^  and 
the  Romans,  in  particular,  as  I  have  often  remarked,  regard  with  anxious 
looks  one  who  has  just  sneezed,  as  if  they  expected  him  to  fall  down  dead 
suddenly ;  in  St.  Petei's,  at  the  opera,  the  converzazione,  everywhere, 
the  sneezer  is  viva^d. 

The  climate  of  Rome  is  improving,  and  the  influence  of  malaria  less 
general  than  it  was  twenty  years  since :  at  that  period,  according  to 
Hawkins,  the  annual  mortality  was  1  in  24f ;  now  it  is  much  lower, 
though  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain  the  present  ratio.  Mr.  Luther  Terr^, 
our  fellow-countryman,  and  an  artist,  whose  wide-spread  reputation  is 
well  merited,  informed  us,  that  during  his  residence  of  fifteen  years  in 
Rome,  he  had  never  suffered  from  malaria,  and  that  the  city  was  much 
healthier  than  formerly,  in  consequence,  as  he  supposes,  of  the  increased 
attention  to  cleanliness,  and  to  more  extended  and  improved  cultivation  of 
the  adjacent  Gampagna.  This  seems  to  controvert  the  opinion  of  Sir  James 
Johnston,  who,  writing  from  Rome  in  1831,  ventures  upon  the  following 
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prediction :  ^  I  have  not  the  smalleBt  douht,  that  this  silent  and  inviable 
enemy  (the  malaria)  will,  ere  many  centuries,  reduce  the  former  mistiesB 
of  the  world  to  a  wretched  village,  or  a  den  of  robbers,  and  compel  the 
statues  of  her  gods  and  men  to  seek  other  and  more  salubrious  asyla ; 
St  Peters,  like  Paestum,  will  yet  be  visited  at  the  risk  of  life,  as  the 
wonder  of  the  desert"  We  must,  however,  remember  that  malaria  and 
diseased  liver  were  Sir  Jameses  hMnf  hor9e$.  The  Hofpedale  Mag^iore 
at  Milan,  is  the  great  Hospital  of  Italy,  being  an  immense  edifice  of 
brick,  with  accommodations  for  3,000  patients;  but  at  the  time  of  our 
visit,  in  May,  1836,  only  600  beds  were  occupied.  Wards,  not  of  the 
cleanest,  are  warmed  by  heated  air;  beds  are  without  curtains;  more 
than  one  hundred  physicians  and  surgeons  are  attached  to  this  institu- 
tion ;  saw  here  five  cases  of  Pellagra,  not  severe  however,  the  fiM^arm 
and  fingers  being  principally  affected ;  it  is  most  prevalent  during  July 
and  August ;  baths,  with  nutritious  diet,  constituted,  at  the  time  of  our 
visit,  the  principal  treatment  This  disease,  in  its  advanced  stages, 
takes  the  form  of  many  other  diseases ;  hence,  over  the  bed-boards  of 
this  hospital  we  see  written.  Atrophia  peUagrina^  Pthists  peUagrinOy 
Hydrops  pellagrinui^  Paralysis  peUagrinus^  Mania  pellagrina.  It  has 
only  been  known  during  eighty  years,  and  is  increasing ;  it  is  supposed 
that  one-seventh  part  of  the  population  is  affected  with  it ;  as  to  its 
causes^  it  is  attributed  by  the  medical  men  of  Milan,  to  the  extreme  pov- 
erty and  unwholesome  diet  of  the  peasantry  inhabiting  ih^  Lombaido- 
Venetian  plains.  In  the  same  hospital  were  several  cases  of  goitre,  one 
of  them  of  large  size,  having  been  recently  operated  upon.  We  observed, 
that  most  of  the  females  of  the  lower  class  at  Milan,  have  the  fore  part 
of  the  neck  more  or  less  swollen. 

At  Chambery,  the  capital  of  Savoy,  and  at  Sion,  capital  of  the  Va- 
lais,  we  find  the  best  examples  of  goitre  and  cretinism^  indeed,  the  trav- 
eler is  annoyed  by  these  miserable  objects  at  every  post-house  in  the 
Valais ;  causes^  a  stagnant  atmosphere  and  bad  water.  At  Sion  it  is  so 
prevalent,  that  one  without  a  goitre  is  a  rara  avis,  it  is  even  considered 
ornamental.  M.  Alibert  used  to  relate  an  anecdote  in  his  lectures,  of  a 
handsome  young  Englishman  taking  a  promenade  through  the  streeti  of 
Sion,  and  attracting  the  attention  of  the  belles  of  that  place  by  his  great 
personal  beauty :  all  that  he  wanted  in  their  eyes,  was,  a  good  brondio- 
cele :  "  Quel  dommage  qu'  il  n'est  pas  creten !  " 

Between  Chambery  and  Lyons,  so  late  as  the  2'7th  April,  the  vines 
and  mulberry  trees  were  blighted  by  the  frost  of  the  previous  night,  an 
unusual  occurrence  so  late  in  the  spring  season.  On  our  arrival  at  Ly- 
ons, the  sympathies  of  the  inhabitants  were  deeply  excited  by  an  acci- 
dent which  had  happened  in  a  neighboring  village.  In  excavating  a  well, 
the  earth  had  caved  in  upon  two  workmen ;  one  of  whom  was  known  to 
be  dead ;  the  other  was  able  to  make  his  cries  heard  by  those  who  were 
seeking  to  relieve  him.  By  incredible  efforts  and  perseverance,  a  gallery 
was  at  length  opened,  by  which  the  survivor  was  extricated,  not,  how- 
ever, until  he  had  been  for  nineteen  days  imprisoned  with  the  dead  body 
of  his  companion  putrifying  and  festering  along  side  of  him ;  he  was 
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not,  however,  without  nourishment  during  all  this  period,  a  tube  having 
been  passed  down  for  its  conveyance ;  and  although  all  that  skill  and  good 
nursing  could  do  for  him,  after  being  released,  was  lavished  upon  him,  he 
expired  on  the  sixth  day  after.  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  it 
showed  most  remarkable  tenacity  of  life :  unable  to  move,  wedged  in  on 
all  sides,  a  decomposing  dead  body  at  his  side,  it  is  wonderful  that  he 
should  have  survived  for  so  long  a  period.  The  French  are  a  nation  over- 
flowing with  sympathy  for  the  distressed ;  and  the  case  of  this  poor  well- 
digger,  Giraud,  was  sufficient  to  excite  intense  interest,  not  only  in 
Lyons,  but  in  distant  Paris. 

Paris^  April  29.  Once  more  in  this  great  capital,  with  only  one  week 
to  finish  my  labors,  and  prepare  for  my  departure ;  I  have  yet  to  visit 
the  great  hospitals  Bic^re  and  La  Saltp6triere,  the  lesser  ones  of  Beau- 
jon,  St  Antoine,  L'Ourcine,  Du  Midi,  Cochin,  the  new  hospital  of  La  Ri- 
boissiere,  the  great  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Charenton,  the  Veterinary  School 
at  Alfort,  not  forgetting  the  Hippopotamus  at  the  Jardin  des  Plantes. 
I  have  trifled  away  my  time,  deferring  my  intended  visit  to  these  objects 
until  the  fine  weather  should  arrive ;  now,  I  have  but  one  short  week  for 
all  this  labor :  so  much  for  procrastination. 

At  the  EeoU  de  Medicine j  the  spring  courses  of  lectures  by  nine  profes- 
sors opened  on  the  middle  of  April,  to  continue  until  August,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  Physique  Medicale,  by  M.  Gavarret;  Aceouchemens,  et 
Maladies  des  Femmes  et  Enfans^  by  M.  Moreau ;  Hygiene,  by  M.  Bou- 
chardat ;  Patkologie  Chirurgicaley  by  M.  Jules  Cloquet,  or  M.  Broca 
(agreg6) ;  Pathologie  Medicate^  by  M.  Requin ;  Anatomic  Pathohgique^ 
by  M.  Cruvelhier ;  Chimie  M^iccUe,  by  M.  Wurtz ;  Histoire  Naturelle 
MediealCj  by  Moquin  Tandon ;  Materia  Mediea  et  Therapeutiquc^  M.  Gri- 
solle. 

At  the  Sorbonne,  College  of  France,  Ecole  Pratique,  and  Garden  of 
Plants,  the  spring  courses  have  also  commenced ;  M.  Dum^ril,  80  years 
of  age,  being  advertised  to  give  a  course  on  Herpetology.  Think  of  this 
Nestor,  still  active,  still  engaged  in  laborious  research,  ye  who  at  sixty 
years  have  one  foot  in  the  grave.  Such  is  the  energy  of  French  mind 
and  character,  that  the  approach  of  old  age  is  not  allowed  to  damp  the 
ardor  of  scientific  pursuit,  or  quench  the  desire  of  acquiring  and  impart- 
ing knowledge ;  witness  the  attendance  of  the  old  men  at  the  Institute, 
or  the  Academy  of  Medicine :  why  the  gray  heads  predominate ;  see 
Biot,  Th^nard,  Combes,  Dumeril,  Roux,  <fec.,  always  in  their  places, 
and  alway  attentive. 

During  our  absence  from  Paris,  M.  Roux  has  passed  away  from  the 
scene  of  his  labors,  leaving  his  "  forty  years  of  practice  "  in  four  vol- 
umes, incomplete.  At  one  of  our  last  visits  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  we  were 
struck  with  the  failure  of  his  mental  faculties,  his  irritability,  bad  temper, 
and  gamilousness;  but  admired  his  skill  in  operating ;  this  he  retained  in  a 
high  degree.  His  death  occurred  on  the  3dd  of  March,  caused  by  ^con- 
gestion  cerehrale;  "  and  his  funeral  was  a  splendid  afiair.  The  old  abbey 
church  of  St.  Germain  des  Pr^s,  founded  by  Childebert,  in  the  6th  cen- 
tury, was  not  large  enough  to  contain  all  who  assembled.    The  pall  was 
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borne  by  M.  Combes  (Prorident  of  the  Iiutitate),  Paul  du  Bois  (Dean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine),  Du  Bois  (d' Amiens,  Perpetual  Secretary  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine),  and  Davenne  ^Director  of  Public  Afisistaoce)^ 
The  nunes,  male  and  female,  of  Hotel  Dieu  and  La  Charity,  f<41owed  the 
funeral  car;  then  came  the  Institute,  Faculty  of  Medicine,  a  deputation 
from  Val  de  Grace,  and  an  immense  number  of  physicians  and  students. 
On  aniving  at  the  cemetery  of  Mont  Pamaase,  dulogies  were  pronounced 
at  the  tomb  by  M.  Velpeau,  in  the  name  of  the  Institute,  M.  Malgaigne, 
for  the  Faculty,  M.  Da  Bois  (d' Amiens)  for  the  Academy  of  M^cine, 
M.  Maijolin,  for  the  Society  of  Surgery,  M.  Larrey,  for  the  Military  Sur- 
geons,  M.  Duchoussay,  for  the  Students.  Our  American  friends  cannot 
conceive  of  the  effect  of  such  an  occasion,  and  such  a  pageant :  it  was  a 
funeral  worthy  of  a  great  man.  There  was  not  as  much  enthusiasm  ex- 
hibited as  on  the  occasion  of  the  interment  oi  Dupuytren,  more  pariicu* 
larly  by  the  students,  who,  when  the  procession  reached  P^re  la  Chaise, 
unharnessed  the  horses,  and  drew  the  car  themselves  to  the  tomb ;  the 
effect  of  this  tribute  of  respect  on  the  part  of  his  young  disciples,  is  de- 
scribed as  of  the  most  touching  character.  M.  Roux  never  was  a  &vorits 
with  Americans ;  there  was  too  much  bnuguerie  about  his  manner;  he 
was  too  fond  of  operating  for  mere  eclat,  too  little  regarding  the  well-being 
or  comfort  of  the  patient;  and,  though  a  man  of  great  leaminfi^,  he  could 
not  impart  knowledge  to  others — ^a  miserable  lecturer,  it  being  impossiUe, 
for  even  one  well  acquainted  with  the  language,  to  comprehend  moie 
than  one-half  of  what  he  said :  the  fatality  attending  his  operations,  also, 
was  fearful.  Ho  has  been  succeeded  by  M.  Jobert,  as  Clinical  ProfiBaM>r 
of  Suigery,  and  by  M.  Bernard,  as  member  of  the  Institute.  Of  both  of 
these  gentlemen  I  may  have  something  to  say  in  my  next  letter. 

In  haste,  J.  G.  Adams. 

3Sihlingrafljiral  Mim, 

Tht  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ;  and  on  tht 
local  medicatioi^'  of  pharyngeal  and  laryngeal  diseases^  frequently 
mistaken  for  or  associated  with  Phthisis.  By  John  Hughss  Bes- 
yETt,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  E^  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Clin- 
ical Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  <fea,  &c.,  &c.  Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard  <k  Lea,  1854,  pp.  ISO. 

Thb  present  work  embodies  the  substance  of  various  papers  on  tubezcle 
and  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  published  by  its  author  during  the  last  twelve 
years,  in  different  forms,  and  contains  much  of  practical  interest  on  asub- 
ject  of  vital  importance.  The  first  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  patholoffy  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  embraces  the  histology  and  nature  of  tu- 
bercle, the  natural  progress  of  tubercular  exudation,  its  tendency  to  ulcer- 
ation, and  its  modes  of  arrestment,  &c.  Dr.  B.  shows  conclusively,  what 
we  believe  is  now  admitted  by  all,  that  tubercular  cavities  in  the  lungs 
do  heal,  and  that  the  deposit  of  tubercle  may  both  cease  spontaneoosiy 
and  be  arrested  by  art.      From  observations  made  by  him  in  1845,  he 
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arrired  at  the  ooncliision,  ^  that  the  spontaneous  arrestanent  of  tabercle, 
in  its  early  stage,  ooennred  in  the  proportion  of  from  one-fourth  to  one- 
third  of  all  the  individuals  who  die  after  the  age  of  fortj."  (p.  85.)  He 
thinks  that  the  arrest  of  tubercular  ulceration  may  take  place  in  three 
ways :  1.  By  the  gradual  transformation  of  the  exudation  mto  cretaceous 
and  calcareous  concretions ;  2.  By  expectoration  and  absorption  of  the  ex- 
udation, the  collapse  of  iiie  ulcerated  walls,  and  formation  of  a  cicatrix ; 
3.  By  the  ulcerated  walls  becoming  covered  with  a  smooth  membrane, 
remaining  open  and  constituting  chronic  cavxties,  which  have  occasion- 
ally been  taken  for  dilated  bronchi.  All  these  modes  of  arrestment  may 
be  detected  in  the  same  lung. 

Dr.  B.  thinks  that  ^^the  causes  of  phthisis  are  not  hereditary  influ- 
ences, vitiated  atmosphere,  &c,  <feo.,  altnough  thne  may  eodpercUe^  but 
almost  invariably  such  circumstances  as  induce  impoverished  nutrition, 
resulting  from  an  improper  quantity,  quality,  or  assimilation  of  food. — 
(p.  52.) 

Several  cases  are  given  illustrating  the  value  of  a  correct  diagnosis,  of 
a  kind  which  are  unfortunately  of  too  common  occurrence,  and  showing 
the  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  physical  signs  of  disease. 

Dr.  B.  presents  the  subject  of  phthisis  in  a  more  favorable  light  than 
it  was  formerly  viewed.  He  says  ^'  Phthisis,  in  its  incipient  sti^,  may 
be  considered  a  very  curable  disease ;  indeed,  so  much  so,  that  cure  is, 
as  we  have  seen,  spontaneously  accomplished  by  nature  in  a  vast  number 
of  cases." 

He  regards  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  before  stated/  as  ^^  a  disease  of 
the  primary  digestion,  causing :  1.  Impoverishment  of  the  blood ;  2.  ex- 
udations into  the  lung,  which  present  the  characteristic  of  tubercular 
exudation ;  and  8,  owing  to  the  successive  formation  and  softening  of 
these,  and  the  ulcerations  which  follow  in  the  pulmonary  or  other  tissues, 
the  destructive  results  which  distinguish  them."  (p.  57.)  Hence  the 
cure  of  it  by  art,  he  says,  will  be  proportioned  to  our  power,  "1,  of  im- 
proving the  faulty  nutntion  which  is  the  cause  of  the  exudation  assum- 
ing a  tubercular  character,  2,  of  favoring  absorption  of  the  exudation 
already  poured  out,  and  8,  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  fresh  exuda- 
tions, by  careful  attention  to  hygienic  regulations," — ^which  constitute  the 
three  indications  of  treatment 

For  the  first  of  these  indications,  he  considers  cod-liver  oil  the  most 
valuable  agent  we  possess,  which  he  introduced  to  the  profession  in 
Great  Britain  as  a  remedy  for  phthisis  in  1841,  and  which  is  now  so  ex- 
.  tensively  used  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  and  with  the  most  decided 
advantage.  We  annex  a  summary  of  the  views  of  Dr.  B.  regarding  cod- 
liver  oil  as  a  remedy  for  pulmonary  tuberculous : — 

"•  1.  Cod-Hver  oil  is  an  anaUpiie^  and  is  indicated  in  all  cases  of  de- 
ranged nutrition,  dependent  on  want  of  assimilation  of  fatty  matter.  2. 
It  is  readily  digestible  under  circumstances  -where  no  other  kind  of  an- 
imal food  can  be  taken  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fumi^  the  tissues  with  a 
proper  amount  of  fatty  material.  8.  It  operates  by  combining  with  the 
excess  of  albuminous  constituents  of  the  chyme,  and  forming  in  the  villi 


454  BiUiographical  Notices.  [Sept., 

and  termiiud  lactMili  thoM  elementary  molecules  of  which  the  chyme  is 
originElly  compounded.  4.  Its  effects  in  phthisis  are  to  nourish  the 
body,  which  increases  in  bulk  and  in  vigor ;  to  check  fresh  exudation  of 
tubercular  matter ;  and  to  diminish  the  cough,  expectoratiou,  and  per- 
spinition.  6.  The  common  dose  for  an  adult  is  a  table-spoonful  three 
Uraes  a  day,  which  may  after  be  increased  to  four,  or  even  six,  with  ad- 
vantage. When  the  stomach  is  irritable,  however,  the  dose  to  commence 
with  should  be  a  tea  or  dessert  spoonful.  6.  The  kind  of  oil  is  of  little 
importance  therapeutically.  The  pure  kinds  are  most  agreeable  to  the 
palate ;  but  the  brown,  coarser  kinds  have  long  been  used  with  adran- 
tage,  and  may  still  be  employed  with  confidence  whenever  cheapness  is 
an  object  Y.  I  have  never  observed  its  employment  to  induce  pneu- 
monia, or  fistty  disease  of  the  liver  or  kidney,  however  long  continued, 
although  such  complications  of  phthisb  are  exceedingly  f^quent"  (p. 
60.) 

Under  the  head  of  the  second  indication,  to  &vor  the  absorption  of 
the  exudation  already  poured  out,  and  subdue  the  symptomatic  fever 
produced,  are  introduced  remarks  deserving  careful  consideration.  As 
the  author  says,  *^  the  great  problem  to  be  woi^ed  out  in  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is,  that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  originally 
a  disease  of  diminished  nutrition  and  weakness,  and  consequently  requires 
a  general  invigorating  and  supporting  system  of  treatment, — that,  on  the 
other,  it  is  accompanied  by  local  excitement,  which  demands  an  antiphlo- 
gistic and  lowering  practice."  This  has  ffiven  rise  to  the  question 
so  long  agitated,  whether  it  should  be  treated  by  bleeding  and  tartar 
emetic,  or  by  tonics  and  ffood  diet  ^  Experience,"  he  adds,  "'  in  recent 
times  has  demonstrated  that  even  uncomplicated  cases  of  pneumonia, 
where  hepatization  is  well  marked,  so  far  from  being  benefited  by  bleed- 
ing and  antiphlogistics,  will  frequently  recover  sooner  and  better  under  an 
opposite  mode  of  treatment"  Dr.  B.  has  for  some  years  depended  on 
small  doses  of  antimony,  with  occasional  diuretics,  to  relieve  the  acute 
symptoms  of  phthisis,  exacerbations,  and  febrile  excitement ;  and  has  never 
had  occasion  to  repent  the  practice.  In  the  chronic  forms,  this  indica- 
tion is  only  to  be  followed  out  by  topical  counter-irritation.  A  seton  or 
issue,  a  succession  of  blisters,  tartar-emetic  ointment,  and  castor  oil,  may 
all  be  used  according  to  circumstances.  He  has  never  been  able  to  satr 
isfy  himself  that  leeches  have  ever  been  of  permanent  benefit,  although  a 
few  under  the  clavicle  may  often  relieve  certain  symptoms. 

In  fulfilling  the  third  indication,  that  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of 
fresh  exudations,  by  careful  attention  to  hygienic  regulations,  the  most 
important  thing  is  attention  to  climate,  exercise,  and  diet.  The  experi- 
ence of  Dr.  B.  is,  on  the  whole,  hostile  to  the  propriety  of  sending 
confirmed  phthisical  patients  abroad  in  search  of  health.  **'  The  best 
climate,"  he  remarks,  ^  is  only  useful  as  a  means  of  taking  exercise  and 
promoting  the  nutritive  functions,  without  exposure  to  those  drawbacks 
which  are  more  or  less  common  at  home."  He  thinks  that  confinement  of 
the  patient  at  home  is,  on  the  whole,  a  prejudicial  practice,  if  rigorously 
earned  out,  although  you  may  gain  some  advantages  by  it    The  best 
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diet  for  phthisical  cases  is  one  of  a  nutritiTe  kind,  consisting  of  a  good 
proportion  of  animal  food,  abounding  in  fat,  avoiding  every  thing  that 
mducee  acidity. 

The  third  chapter  contains  directions  for  the  treatment  of  particular 
symptoms  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  cough  and  expectoration,  loss  of 
appetite  and  anorexia,  nausea  and  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  hemoptisis,  Ac. 
«&c.,  upon  which  we  cannot  dwell ;  with  cases  illustrating  the  effect  of  the 
plan  proposed,  and  the  importance  of  perseverance  in  the  means  used,  as 
proved  by  the  recovery  of  patients  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease, 
some  of  which  are  quite  striking. 

A  short  chapter  "  on  the  use  of  local  applications  to  the  pharyngeal 
and  laryngeal  diseases,  which  are  frequently  mistaken  for  or  associated  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,"  with  cases  showing  the  importance  of  a  correct 
diagnosis  of  such  cases,  doses  the  work.  Dr.  B.  has  been  vary  much 
pleased  with  the  local  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  these  cases,  and 
uses  it  of  the  three  strengths  of  3  j.  3  ij.  and  3  j*  of  the  crystallized  salt 
to  an  ounce  of  distilled  water.  He  thinks  that,  not  unfrequenUy,  diseases 
entirely  seated  in  the  larynx  or  pharynx  are  mistaken  for  pulmonary 
tuberculosis ;  and  that  even  when  this  exists,  many  of  the  urgent  sjrmp- 
toms  are  not  so  much  owing  to  disease  in  the  lung  as  to  the  pharyngeal 
and  laryngeal  complications,  and  that  a  local  treatment  may  not  only 
remove  or  alleviate  these  complications,  but  that,  in  conjunction  with 
general  remedies,  it  tends,  in  a  marked  manner,  to  induce  arrestment  of 
ue  pulmonary  disease.  Dr.  B.  has  confined  himself  almost  exclusively 
to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  tubercular  phthisis,  the  true  principles 
of  which  are  clearly  presented,  and  has  given  us  a  work  of  great  practi- 
cal use,  with  the  contents  of  which  all  should  be  familiar. 

A  Universal  Formulary  :  containing  the  methods  of  preparing  and  ad- 
ministering officinal  and  other  medicines.  The  whole  adapted  to 
physicians  and  pharmaceutists.  By  R.  Eolbsfeld  Griffith,  M.  D. 
A  new  edition,  carefully  revised  and  much  extended,  by  Robert  P. 
Thomas,  M.  D.,  with  illustrations.  Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  k  Lea. 
1864.     pp.  661. 

The  title  of  this  work  sufficiently  indicates  its  contents,  but  an  exam- 
iBation  of  them  is  necessary  to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  varie^ 
and  extent  which  seem  to  justify  the  appellation  of  "'  universal.'*  It 
18  mostly  made  up  of  formulae,  arranged  alphabetically  according  to  the 
names  adopted  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  and  pharmaceutic 
processes;  but  the  introduction  contains  a  table  of  weights  and  mea* 
sures,  remarks  on  specific  gravity,  temperature  for  certain  pharmaceutical 
operations,  hydrometrical  equivalents,  relation  between  different  thermo- 
metrical  scales,  explanation  of  principal  abbreviations  used  in  formula,  vo- 
cabulary of  words  used  in  prescriptions,  observations  on  the  management 
of  the  sick  room,  doses  of  medicines,  and  special  rules  for  the  administra- 
tion of  all  the  different  forms  used,  <fec.  Following  the  formulae,  which 
occupy  over  400  pages,  is  a  list  of  dietetic  preparations  not  included 
among  them,  a  list  of  incompatibles,  and  a  table  of  the  doses  of  the  most 
important  medicines.    Full  directions  are  given  for  officinal  preparations, 
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followed  by  an  alphabetical  list  of  poisoiiA,  with  a  condensed  sketch  of  the 
63rmptomB  which  they  produce,  the  morbid  appearances  after  death,  I 

tests,  antidotes,  and  treatment ;  and,  crowning  the  whole,  an  index  of 
diseases  and  their  remedies,  another  of  pharmaoentical  and  botanical 
names,  and  a  general  index  extending  over  65  pages  in  small  type.  j 

Tlie  ori^nal  work,  by  the  lamented  Dr.  Griffith,  was  one  of  great  labor,  j 

the  various  authorities  cited  indicating  the  very  numerous  sources  from  j 

which  the  material  has  been  drawn.  The  additions  made  by  Dr. 
Thomas  amount  to  about  70  pages,  bringing  the  work  down  to  the 
latest  period,  and  embracing  the  valuable  processes  and  formulie  that 
have  appeared  in  the  pharmaceutical  and  medical  journals  within  the  past 
three  years.  I^sides  the  strictly  medical  formulae,  there  are  many  for  the 
preparation  of  essences,  perfumes,  inks,  varnishes,  d^c.  The  work  is  beau- 
tifully printed,  and  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to  the  library  of  both 
the  physician  and  the  pharmaceutist.  ; 

A  Clinkal  Introduction  to  the  practice  of  Auscultation^  and  other  modes  of 
physical  diagnosis^  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  heart.  By  H.  M. 
IIuoHEs,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  of  Physicians,  Assistaat* 
Physician  to  Guy^s  Hos|p>ital,  <&;c.  Second  American,  from  the  second 
and  revised  English  edition.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  h  Lea,  1854, 
pp.  304. 

This  is  a  reprint  of  the  second  edition  of  a  useful  system  of  instme- 
don  in  the  different  modes  of  physical  diagnosis,  of  which  the  first  edition 
has  been  long  out  of  print  in  England.  The  present  edition  has  been 
altered  and  enlarged,  so  that  it  is,  in  many  respects,  a  new  work.  The 
style  is  simple  and  clear,  and  it  is  a  valuable  guide  to  the  student  in  the 
investigation  of  disease.  Dr.  Hughes  has  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
incorporate  into  his  treatise  the  peculiar  views  of  Prof.  Skoda,  not  having 
sufficient  confidence  in  their  correctness,  and  fearing  that  any  particular 
notice  of  them  might  perplex  rather  than  assist  the  student  it  is  a  good 
sign  that  books  of  this  kind  should  be  in  demand. 

Materia  Medica^  or  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics,     By  William 
TuLLY,  M.  D.,  vol.  I,  No.  12,  October,  1853. 

The  present  number  concludes  the  class  neuragica,  and  commences 
upon  the  class  narcotica — ^remedial  agents,  by  the  way,  with  the  powers 
and  management  of  which  the  learned  author  has  long  enjoyed  the  repu- 
tation of  being  very  familiar. 

We  regret  to  see  a  repetition  of  the  appeal  to  delinquent  subscribers, 
and  hope  t^at  nothing  will  occur  to  interfere  with  the  completion  of  the 
work.  The  mechanical  execution  of  the  numbers  thus  iar,  has  been  very 
creditable. 

Half 'Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences.    By  Drs.  Ranking  k 
Radclipfe.    No.  19,  January  to  June,  1854.     Philadelphis :  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston,  1854,  pp.  318. 
This  valuable  periodical  continues  to  reach  us  with  its  accustomed 

punctuality,  and  fully  sustains  the  character  which  it  has  so  long  enjoyed. 
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NOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 
The  Editor  is  happy  to  announce  that  the  return  from  Europe,  in,  as  he 
trusts,  established  health,  of  the  projector  and  former  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  New  York  Medical  Times,  Dr.  John  G.  Adams,  relieves  him,  at  least 
partially,  from  the  responsibility  which,  as  his  friend  and  successor,  he  had  as- 
sumed, and  that  Dr.  Adams  and  himself  will  in  future  be  associated  together 
in  the  management  and  proprietorship  of  the  journal. 
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City.  Cholera  Hospital  in  Franklin  Street, — The  whole  number  of  pa- 
tients with  cholera  received  into  this  hospital  from  the  time  of  its  opening, 
June  24th  to  August  25th,  is  566 ;  of  this  number,  265  have  died,  and  265  have 
been  discharged  cured. 

We  omitted  in  our  last,  the  name  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Richards,  as  one  of  the  phy- 
siciana  of  this  hospital. 

Mott-street  Hospital,  We  mentioned  in  our  last  that  a  second  hospital, 
situated  in  Mott  street,  between  Spring  and  Prince  streets,  had  just  commenced 
receiving  patients  with  cholera.  The  whole  number  admitted  in  this  Hospi- 
tal, up  to  August  25th,  is  131 ;  of  these,  57  have  died,  and  58  been  discharged 
cured. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  see  that  the  balance  has  turned  in  favor  of  recovery,  instead 
of  death,  which  preponderated  at  our  last  report,  a  circumstance  which,  we 
presume,  always  occurs  as  the  epidemic  cause  grows  weaker,  and  the  worst 
subjects  for  it  are  carried  off. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  whole  number  cured  in  both  hospitals 
corresponds  almust  exactly  with  that  of  deaths. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  was  so  great  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Health  decided  to  discontinue  the  daily  reports  after  the  25th  of  August, 
and  to  close  the  Franklin  Street  Hospital  on  the  Ist  of  September.  All  the 
patients  with  cholera  will  be  received  at  the  Mott  Street  Hospital,  after  that 
time. 

The  disease  has  altogether  disappeared  at  Blackweirs  Island,  and  is 
diminishing  at  Brooklyn,  and  we  trust  will  soon  leave  us  entirely. 

We  hope  that  the  physicians  attached  to  our  cholera  hospitals,  will  give  us, 
in  due  time,  a  full  report  of  the  modes  of  treatment  employed,  with  the  results. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  held  at  Burlington,  on 
the  4th  ult.,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  on  Prof.  Martyn  Paine,  of 
this  city. 

Trihiie  of  respect  to  the  late  Dr.  W,  H.  Macneven, — At  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  State  Emigrant  Refuge  Hospital,  held  in  June 
last,  of  which  Dr.  H.  G.  Cox  was  President,  and  Dr.  T.  Addis  Emmet  Secre- 
tary,  resolutions  were  passed  expressive  of  the  loss  sustained  in  the  removal 
by  death  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Macneven,  one  of  the  physicians  of  that  Hospital,  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  eminent  usefulness ;  and  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained of  him  both  as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  physician. 

Miscellaneous.  Dr.  H.  V.  Wooten  has  resigned  his  professorship  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Memphis. 
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Dr.  Corydon  La  Ford,  recently  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Castleton 
Medical  College  has  been  called  to  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  University 
of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Barstow,  has  been  appointed  Resident  Phyaician  of  Sanford  Hall, 
at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  in  place  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Bnel,  resigned. 

Dr.  Lawson  has  resigned  his  place  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  and  his 
chair  will  be  filled  by  Prof.  Armor.  Dr.  John  A.  Warder  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  in  this  college. 

Starling  Medical  College,  Profs.  I^ee  and  Paddock  have  given  op  their 
respective  chairs  in  this  school ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Hamilton  taking  the  Chair  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Jarisprudence,  and  Dr.  John  Dawson,  Editor  of  the 
Ohio  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal^  that  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Prof. 
Moore,  of  Baffalo,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Surgery,  and  wOl  make 
Columbus  his  permanent  residence  in  future. 

At  the  late  commencement  of  Dartmouth  College,  at  Hanover,  N.  H.,  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  on  Prof.  R.  D.  Mussey,  M.  D.  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity.  This  journal  is  now  edited  by  the  **  offi- 
cers of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum."  The  July  No.  contains  the 
first  part  of  an  extended  article  on  the  construction,  organization,  and  general 
arrangement  of  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  is  much  improved  in  its  general 
appearance. 

Dr.  Drake'g  Work,  The  second  volume  of  this  work  is  now  passmg' 
through  the  press,  and  will  be  published  soon.  This  volume  treats  of  the 
description  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  interior  valley  of  North  America, 
the  other  having  been  confined  mostly  to  their  etiology.  ^ 
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Domestic.  Infantile  Mortaliiy.-^ln  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,, 
and  Baltimore,  one  week  last  month,  out  of  a  total  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-five  deaths,  one  thousand  and  twenty-five,  or  within  a 
fraction  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number,  were  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age. 

Weekly  Mortality.  City. — For  the  week  ending  July  29, 1 ,1 39 : — consump- 
tion, 60;  apoplexy,  10 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  11 ;  congestion  of  brain,  36 ; 
coup  de  soleil,  7;  cholera,  341 ;  cholera  morbus,  26;  cholera  infantum,  131 ; 
inflammation  of  bowels,  1 0 ;  dvsentery,  42 ;  diarrhoea,  76 ;  convulsions,  1 06 ;  ty- 
phus fever  (including  *'  typhoid  "),  16.  For  the  week  ending  August  5th,  1,148  r 
consumption,  48;  apoplexy,  7;  inflammation  of  brain,  10;  congestion  of 
brain,  14;  coup  de  soleil,  1 ;  cholera,  302  ;  cholera  morbus,  30;  cholera  infan- 
tum, 149;  inflammation  of  bowels,  11;  dysentery,  65 ;  diarrhcea,  70 ;  convul- 
sions, 86 ;  typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid"),  12.  For  the  week  ending  Au- 
gust 12th,  1,060:— consumption,  62;  apoplexy,  7;  inflammation  of  brain.  15; 
congestion  of  brain,  13;  cholera,  278;  cholera  morbus,  31;  cholera  infantum, 
154;  inflammation  of  bowels,  8;  dysentery,  44;  diarrhoea,  65 ;  convulsions^ 
50;  typhus  fever  (including  »*  typhoid "),  8.  For  the  week  endiog  Aug^nst 
19th,  922 :— consumption,  63 ;  apoplexy,  4 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  13 ;  conges- 
tion of  brain,  17;  cholera,  221;  cholera  morbus,  17;  cholera  infantum,  134; 
inflammation  of  bowels,  1 1 ;  dysentery,  33 ;  diarrhcea,  44 ;  convulsions,  75 ; 
typhus  fever  (including  "  typhoid '')»  H-  For  the  week  ending  August  S6tii» 
832;  consumption,  44  ;    apoplexy,  6  ;  inflammation  of  brain,  10  ;  coogesiioiv 
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of  brain,  17;  cholera,  130;  cholera  morbus,  14;  cholera  infantatn,  126; 
inilammatton  of  bowels,  4;  dysentery,  44;  diarrhoea,  65;  convalsions,  67; 
typhus  fever  ("including  typhoid**),  14. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  for  the  five 
weeks  since  our  last  report,  endmg  August  26, 1864,  was  4,091.  We  append 
the  usual  comparisons  during  the  same  period  for  the  last  12  years.  The 
average  mortality  for  this  term,  viz.  the  30th,  31st,  32d,  33d,  and  34th  weeks  of 
these  years,  deducting  the  number  of  the  still-born,  was  2,301 ;  mortality  this 
year  3,940,  for  last  year,  3,003,  same  time  1849  (cholera  year)  5,330.  The  dif- 
ference  between  the  mortality  of  this  and  last  year  (only  937)  should  not  be 
considered  as  any  relative  increase,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  number 
of  deaths  by  cholera,  reported  from  the  emigrant  and  other  hospitals,  will  about 
equal  it.  The  immigration  was  much  greater  than  during  the  same  time  last 
year ;  and  were  it  not  for  tl^eir  large  number  of  deaths,  our  returns  would  fall 
short  of  those  for  several  years.  Cholera,  therefore,  cannot  be  considered  epi- 
demic in  the  city  proper,  as  about  one-half  of  the  cases  are  reported  from  tn& 
institutions  mentioned  above. 

Deaths  for  the  five  weeks  ending  Aag.  9G,    This  year.       Last  year.    1849.    Average  13  year& 
Apoplexy, 
Cholera  mfantum, 
Cholera  morbus, 
Cholera,  Asiatic, 
Consumption, 
Convulsions, 
Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery, 
Scarlet  fever, 
Typhus  fever, 
Jnflam.  of  brain, 
Inflam.  of  bowels, 
Inflam.  of  lungs, 
Marasmus, 
Measles, 
Coup  de  soleil  or  efiTts  of  heat,  23 

Mean  temperature  for  the  five  weeks,  76^ ;  mean  dew  point  below  air 
temperature,  17^ ;  mean  temperature  for  the  same  term  during  the  last  eight 
years,  73.8°. 

The  drought  for  the  period  was  remarkable.  About  one-half  inch  of  rain, 
npon  a  level,  fell  during  the  first  three  days,  and  then  none  at  all  until  the  last, 
day,  when  a  tempest  supplied  us  with  }  of  an  inch.  The  last  very  dry  season 
for  this  term  was  in  1848,  when  only  l\  inches  fell  during  the  6  weeks; 
their  average  amount  of  rain  for  8  years  has  been  about  4. 1  inches.  The  hot- 
teat  as  well  as  the  dry  est  day  in  the  above  5  weeks  was  August  22d.  Mean 
temperature  for  the  24h.,  82<»;  mean  dew  point  below,  27®;  hottest  point,  93® ; 
dryest  point  (2  P.  M.),  38^  below  air.  Thus  any  object,  to  have  had  dew  de- 
posited upon  it,  at  that  time,  must  have  been  38®  cooler  than  the  atmosphere. 
Very  little  dew  fell  that  night  upon  any  thing ;  not  even  upon  vegetation, 
which  is  so  constituted  physically  as  to  give  off  its  heat  at  the  approach  of 
night  to  a  greater  degree,  or  with  greater  rapidity,  than  any  thing  else  in  crea- 
tion, in  order  that  it  may  always  obtain  the  necessary  moisture. 

We  think  that,  although  disastrous  for  the  country,  our  observation  has 
shown,  that  extremely  dry  weather,  accompanied  as  it  is  usually  by  northerly 
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and  westerly  winds  and  a  dense  atmosphere,  is  the  most  eondneive  to  health 
of  any  kind  of  weather,  in  a  city ;  and  would  make  the  suggestion  that,  per- 
haps, the  mildness  and  early  sabsidence  of  cholera  was  partly  owing  to  this 
cause. 

Brooklyn. — For  the  week  ending  July  29th,  257: — adults,  127;  children, 
130.  Cholera,  92;  cholera  infantum,  34;  diarrhaea,  12;  dysentery,  8.  For 
the  week  ending  August  5th,  263: — adults,  115;  children,  148.  Cholera,  65 : 
cholera  infantum,  45;  cholera  morbus,  21.  For  the  week  ending  August  12tii, 
192.  Cholera  55;  cholera  infantum,  36.  For  the  week  ending  August  1 9th. 
197 : — adults,  78 ;  children,  119.  Cholera,  45 ;  cholera  infantum,  38.  For  the 
week  ending  August  26th,  185 : — adalts,  58 ;  children,  127.  Cholera,  30 ;  cho- 
lera infantum,  37. 
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Died,  at  New  Rochelle,  August  10,  after  a  lingering  illness.  Dr.  Burritt 
Sherwood,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age,  formerly  an  esteemed  practitioner  in 
this  city. 

Died,  in  this  city,  August  26th,  after  a  lin^erinff  illness.  Dr.  Samuel  W. 
Moore,  aged  68  years.  Dr.  M.  was  the  son  of  Dr.  William  Aioore,  who,  for  a 
long  time  enjoyed  a  Yer>'  extensive  practice  in  this  city.  Dr.  M.  was  for  many 
years  physician  to  the  New  York  Hoppital,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
senior  trustee  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  He  was  much  be- 
loved as  a  man,  and  highly  respected  as  a  physician.  >  ^  ■ 

Died  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1 6th,  of  hemorrhage  of  the  lunffs,  Dr. 
Samuel  A.  Hinton,  in  the  32Dd  year  of  hia  age.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Peters- 
burg Medical  Faculty,  held  on  the  following  day,  resolutions  were  passed  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  who  was  regarded  by  them  as  an  orna- 
ment to  the  profession,  and  whose  many  soeial  virtues  had  endeared  him  to 
them  as  well  as  to  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Died,  in  Pari»,  recently,  M.  Fabre,  Editor  if  the  Gazette  des  Homtaiix 
since  1828 ;  and  M.  Lallemand,  formerly  professor  at  the  Montpelier  School 
of  Medicine. 

Died,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  18th,  of  disease  of  the  heart.  Dr.  James  Web- 
ster,  formerly  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  medical  department  of  Geneva 
College,  and  also  at  Buffalo.  Dr.  W.  at  one  time  held  a  high  position  as  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  in  th0*western  part  of  this  State. 

Died,  in  Washington  City,  Aug.  4,  Dr.  Bailey  Washington,  one  of  the  senior 
surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  having  entered  it  in  1810.  He  was  for  many  years 
in  active  service  under  different  distinguished  commanders,  and  was  devotedly 
faithful  to  the  duties  of  his  department.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
consulting  and  visiting  surgeon  of  the  navy-yard  and  marine  barracks  i^ 
Washington. 

Died,  in  Preston,  Conn.,  July  22d,  Dr.  Avery  Dawner,  aged  92.  Dr.  D. 
had  been  in  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  physician  for  full  sev- 
enty years,  and  always  highly  respected ;  he  was  also  the  last  survivor  of 
those  who  witnessed  the  bloody  massacre  of  Fort  Griswold. 

Died,  at  Florence,  Italy,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  Dr.  T.  P.  Jackson,  of 
Boston,  a  young  man  of  many  accomplishments,  and  of  much  promise  in  his 
profession. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAI.  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1 7th 
of  October,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  February. 

VALENTIHE  HOTT,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

EmoritU!^  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-Presidenl 

of  the  Faculty. 

MABTTN  PAIHE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

GVNNIHG  S.  BEDFOED,  M.  D., 

Profes-^or  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Wom?n  and  Children,  and  CUui- 

cal  Midwifery. 

JOHN  W.  DEAFEB,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ALFEED  C.  POST,  K.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Surgical  aud 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

WILLIAM  H.  VAN  BTJEEN,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

JOHN  A  SWETT,  X.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine . 

WILUAM  DAEUNG,  M.  D , 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

GEOEOE  A  PETEES,  M.  B., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  HOTT,  K.  B., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  W.  BEAPEE,  X.  B., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  Fees  for  the  Lectures  is  $105.  Matriculation,  $5.  Grad nation, 
I'30.  The  dissecting  room  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Fee  $^5.  Tlieri- 
vill  be  five  Cliniques  every  week.     Board  from  $2  60  to  #3  per  week. 

Lettei"s  may  be  addressed  to  Profcj^sor  Diiapek,  President  of  tho  Mt^li- 
wl  Faculty,  Universitv,  New  York. 


HEW  WORK  ON  OBSTETRICS-JUST  PUBLISHED. 
A    IdEANUAL.    OF    O  B  S  T  JB  T  R  I  O  S  . 

Bj  TH0KA8  7.  COCK,  K.  S., 

PlijaMiMi  to  tt>«  N«v  York  Lying-ai  Aa^tmii,  Vbjuma.  to  BaUoTne  Hoipita],  etc 

S.S.i  W.WOOD, 

261  Pearl  Stroet 

SBiraT  A.  BAirxaLS, 

ANATOMICAL  DRAUGHTSMAN 


Ho.  81  Second  Street^  New  Tork. 

Tfood  EbgrATing,  Lessona  in  AnAtomioal  Drawing. 
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MEDICAI  INSTITUTIOlf  OF  TALE  COLLEGE. 

TIm  Ooma  id  Ldofeiires  eommenoee  annually  on  the  last  Thursday  in  Septsm- 
hm,  and  eontinnet  fonr  months. 

Bii<iifni  HiLHUAy,  M.  D.,  LU  D.,  ProC  Emeritna  of  Ghemistrj  and  Pharmaey. 
Su  Ina,  11  D^  Prof.  Emeritos  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapentics. 
JoxATHAir  EiriGBr,  H.  D^  Frot  of  the  IMnrnpLm  and  Practice  of  Sni^eiy. 
TtaMorr  P.  Bnas^  M.  D.,  Pro£  of  Obstetrics. 
CgiM^ai  HooKH.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
HmcBr'BnoiBOii,  M.  D.»  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapentics. 
WoKTHnrotoir  Hoora»  Bl  Di,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic 
Bwaiov  flTLUifAW,  Jr.9 11  D.,  Prolesaor  of  Chemistry  and  Fharmaey. 

On  acconnt  of  previoTis  engagements  of  Pro£  SUliman,  Jr.,  the  lectures  on 
Chemistry,  during  the  ensuing  term,  will  be  given  by  Prof.  John  A.  Porter. 
LM*tt«  Um,H^  ia    Matriculation,  $5.    araduation,  |15. 

"cHARLES  HOOKER, 
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OEHEVA  HEDIG AL  OOLUSOE. 

FALL   COURSE,    1868. 

The  Twentieth  AxmuAl  OrarM  of  Iieetii3Pe8  in  thii  Iitttitntioii,  wdl  ooauneiiee 

on  the  Second  Wednesday  of  September  (14^  1868,  and  eontinae  uzteen  weeki, 

OHARLEB  B.  COYEMTBT,  H.  Dl» 

Profeuor  of  ObitetricM  and  Medical  Juriiprvdmee, 

JAMES  VTEBSrrESL,  U.  J>^ 

Profeuor  of  Anatomy  and  Phynoiogy, 

CHARLES  A.  LEE.  M.  D^ 

Profeitor  of  Materia  Medica  and  OeneriU  Pathology, 

JAMES  BBTAK,  M.  D.» 

Profeuor  of  the  PrineipUe  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

GEORGE  HADLEY,  M.  D., 

Profeuor  of  Chemietry  and  Pharmacy. 

WnJJAM  SWEETBER^  M.  V^ 

Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

CHARLES  A.  BOWEN,  M.  D^ 

DenumttratoT  of  Anatomy. 

A  regnlar  Medical  dJnique  ib  held  eyeiy  day,  at  12  o'clock,  at  the  Colleg)^  st 

which  numerous  important  cases  are  presented  for  treatment    The  diaseeting- 

rooms  are  open  early  in  the  session,  and  weH  supplied  with  material 

Fees  for  we  whole  Courso,  $62 ;  Matriculation,  $3  (to  pay  Janitor,  warming; 
anatomical  material,  iui.)\  Dissecting  Tickets,  $5;  Graduation,  $20;  Board,  in- 
cluding fuel  and  lights,  $2  per  week. 

CHARLES  A.  LEB»  M.  U«  Dsoit. 

AHATOMICAL  ANB  PATHOLOGICAL  MODELS. 

Measn.  J.  C.  &  D.  Hyatt  respeetfoll;^  infoFm  the  Medical  profesdon  that 
they  have  recently  imported  from  Parts,  a  lar^e  Collection  of  Anatomical 
Models,  m  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.  Thebr  Collecti<m 
now  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz : — Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  high, 
showing  1300  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  impor- 
tant pi^;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  ffestation:  Eye  of  large  dimensioas, 
showinff  82  objects ;  Heart  of  a  foetus  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; Sraln  in  12  halves,  showing  120  objects ;  Larynx  with  bronchi;  Prepa- 
ration of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showing  the  arterka. 
vems  and  nerves;  Head  articulated  with  brass;  Adult  Jaws  with  the  arteaes, 
veins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  Internal  Ear ;  FoBtal  Heads  at  full  time ;  Preparation  of  the  6tfi 
pair  of  nerves ;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  MaxOlarv  artery ;  Jaws  of  ddldnn^ 
showing  dentition;  Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Internal  Ear;  do.  with 
IkGddle  Ear ;  Separated  or  Disarticulated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  with  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Buckskin  MaaikinB,  &c.,  Ac.; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  Thibert  Mrueum  of  Paris,  con- 
sisting of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy;  in  all  about  20OO 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  will  be  re- 
ceived, and  ready  for  inspection  in  June,  differing  entirely  from  those  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  dtc,  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  ^  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  Letters  of  inquiry,  or  soliciting  information,  mart  be 
poBt-pai4L 


BT    IiBTTBRS    PATBNT 

SECURED  1849. 


United  Statest  AutMs,  Bnglnd,  Fraao^  FruMia,  Belgivm 

A  new  Era  in  MEDICAL  ELECTRICITY  u  opened  by 

PnlTeimaoher's  Fatexit  Portable 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC   CHAIN   BATTERIES. 

One  Iiimdred  and  twenty  plateau  permanently  coftneeted  and  arranged,  so  as 
io  be  at  all  moments  ready  for  instantaneous  nee,  commnnlcating  shocks  through 
eig^t  or  ten  persons-— always  in  the  eaim^  tUrectumy  and  primary  Voltaiem^  not 
secondary  enrrents,  as  in  the  old  eoil  machine— proeming  powerful  contractions, 
decomposing  distilled  water,  eta,  etc^  weighing  about  12  ounces  or  less,  and  can 
be  carried  in  a  pocket-book 

WeiJc  chains  on  the  same  principle,  far  pereonal  uee,  can  be  worn  under  the 
garments  any  length  of  time,  thereby  communicating  a  mild  but  eontinuoui  cur- 
rent, which  has  been  found  of  the  most  eminent  benefit  in  a  great  many  and  va* 
rions  forms  of  chronic  diseases.  These  weak  chains  like  wire  decompose  water, 
show  flashes  before  the  eyes,  and  all  other  phenomena  of  the  Vcltaie  pile. 

The  importance  of  the  invention  has  been  acknowle<1ged  in  America  by  the 
Atademy  of  Medicine  of  New  York,  and  the  chains  hare  been  applied  with  great 
success  in  the  Medical  CoUegee,  the  City^  Bellevue,  Ward's  leland,  Bnd  Drooklyn 
HoepiiaU  ;  m  Europe  by  the  Royal  College  of  Phyeieiane  and  Surgeons  in  Lon4on  ; 
by  the  Aeadimie  KaiioruUe  de  Medeeine  of  Paris;  by  the  Imperial  Faculty  of 
Vienna;  by  the  Royal  Faculty  of  Berlin^  and  other  Scientific  Institutions  of  the 
highest  order,  including  the  principal  Hospitals  in  Europe.  Hie  proprietors  are 
in  possession  of  testimonials  to  the  same  effect  from  the  above  institutions  in 
America  and  Europe^  as  well  as  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  profes- 
sioii  in  both  hemispheres,  and  invite  the  public  to  examine  them. 

Full  and  illustrated  descriptions— one  for  professional  gentlemen  and  one  for 
pcmonal  use— with  copies  of  testimonialB,  may  be  obtained  gratis  at  the  office. 
They  will  be  forwarded,  free  of  postage,  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  in 
>  to  prepaid  inquiries  containing  8  cents  postage  stamps. 

^  J.  8TBINERT| 

SOLE  AGENT, 
M8  nrMdway,  Mreer  af  Prine  8t 


NEW  HAVM  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

FOR  PBHTATll  IHBTRUUTIUir. 

Thifint  tern  win  mmumbm  Om  fint  VMk  in  M«nK  Mii  «bM  tiM  iMfcof 
Jvlj.  The  leoond  will  eoiTMpond  with  the  Leetim  Term  of  th«  Medied  Iniliti- 
tionof  T«le  College,  begimiSiig  the  laet  woek  la  8e|y(«iid>«',  aiid  oootbdiig  te 
monthi. 

FBB8. 

To  be  peid  in  adyanee.    For  the  Summer  Teca^  WO;  for  the  IHiiter  Tcni| 
10;  fortheyeer^isa 


JOUTUI  KHICR,  &  n., 

Anaicmy  a$^  Pkytiology, 

man  nuxMoi,  &  a, 

UTBAI  B.  mEB,  K  »., 

Midmf&ry  amd  IHmati  of  AiuiIm. 

WOETflntflOS  HMKEB,  &  H., 

TTbory  anJ  Practice  of  Medieinc  and  Ducohb  of  Gkildren, 

pun  1.  JKWSRi  H»  Bty 

Smrgerf. 

Patkoicjfy  andMtiUeal  Jurupnidmeti 

W.  HooKn»  M.  D^  Btenkfry.  a  O.  Humn^  It  Dl,  flieiwir. 

iTew  jBown,  Fthrua/ry  SUS,  186S. 


OVmiVO  AND  XBBOBXHO. 

Orders  for  Cappiiig  end  Leeching  wHI  be  promptlj  attended  to  \^  leariag 
word  with  the  fabaeriber^ 

J.  G.  SCULLE  Y, 
Va  18  AldTT  STREET,  HSAB  BBOABWAT. 

H4  refer  » to 
Dr.  Jorar  Watboi^  Dr.  J.  J.  Gbahi^ 

Dr.  Yam  Bubbm,  Dr.  D.  L  Bo«n%   « 

Dr.  HcroALm^  Dr.  Buuelbt.  ^ 

#  /i%  1«  18SS. 


THE  NEW  YOEK 


809  BBOADWAT, 

OVER  (X)QGESHALL»8  DRUG  STORE. 

Hm  tp^tuX  dMign  of  thJB  Anoeistion  it  to  foxnkh  to  Kedleal  Stvdeoto  the 
ctmMfito  of  ft  oompleto  ftnd  sdentific  edueation,  by  meftns  of  datty  rteUatUms  and 
familiftr  dmnanttroHotu* 

Efteh  pupil  of  the  sohool  will  hftye  the  opportani^  of  doins  «oi^  ku  own 
kamd$t  iJl  the  €p9raH<m$  of  Buttery  upon  the  dead  boay,  and  -mm  be  ezeraeed 
in  Baadasinff  and  SpUntui^  fie  irifl  be  taogbti  in  the  Private  Laboratory^  to 
perfonn  all  &e  chemical  manipulations  neeeaBanr  for  the  detection  of  poUom,  and 
tbi  aaalyaeeof  nrineand  other  flvide;  and  will  be  ^raefked in 2>t«ieeri0N^  the 
nee  of  tbe  mieroewpe,  and  in  mtJdag  po9t^noriom  examination^  and  the  campttt' 
ieon  of  Paikologieal  with  Normal  Anatomy. 

Each  atndent  will  aleo  be  taught  to  do  for  himself  all  the  obttHrie  opar^Umu 
upon  the  moddpdfM  and  dsadfietiu,  and  will  be  praetised  in  the  use  of  the 
ipac^wnt  toucher,  and  battatiement  Great  attention  will  be  paid  to  praeHeal 
instruction  in  AueeuUaHon  and  Pereuedon,  Pbyeiolcgy  will  be  ej^Miimentally 
iUuatrated  by  means  of  vivieections, 

dinieal  cases  will  be  famished,  and  the  adTaneed  stodents  will  be  urged  to 
&rvi  and  defend  opinions  as  to  tbe  Diagnosii^  Prognosis  and  Iherapentics  or  girm 
eaae^  and  will  be  exercised  in  the  art  of  reporting  and  analysing  ca^  of  diMasep 

*6x%  plan  of  instruction  is  so  arranged  that  the  wholesroundwork  of  Practical 
Medidne  and  Svgery ,  with  Anatomy,  FhysiologT,  and  Cnemistrv,  may  be  adran- 
tagWFualy  gene  orer  in  om  year,  b^  meaaa  of  Byeiemaiie  TuO-Sooke;  and  at  tha 
saiiM  time  a  coarse  of  JSpecialUiee  will  be  followed  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Mm^ 
ffraphe,  which  will  require  three  years  for  its  completion.  The  students  will  hare 
the  priyilege  of  pursuing  one  or  Doth  of  these.  * 

'fhe  R^uHna-ltoom  inll  be  famished  with  Periodiesl%  Platoi^  and  IIlustratiTe 
lapeeimens;  and  the  librarian  will  take  care  that  the  room  is  available  to  the 
pQpils  as  a  place  of  study  during  the  day  and  evening; 

For  farther  partieulsn^  application  maybe  made  either  to  Dr.  H.  W.  Brofwa, 
SSBIeDougalSt;  Dr.  A.E.  Gardner.  158  WooeterSt;  or  Dr.  a  F.  Heywood,  6*7 
Weat  aoth  St,  New  York  CSty. 

IkBMB.— 1100  per  aninmii  or  $60  each  term. 

Prof:  SBDUCK  PABXLT.  K.9., 

DeeoripUve  Anatomy, 

TntJ.O.  9ALT0X,  Jr.,  X.1)., 

Pkjfiiology  and  Otneral  Anatomy. 

PmI  J.  OUIBAM,  Jr., 

CkmuMtry  md  MuttrUi  Mtdiea. 

A.X.QABDnSB,  X.O., 

JMRdmifory  amd  IH»ea»m  of  Wamm, 

SSHBT  WBSKS  BSOWV,  X.  D., 

Prineiplee  and  Practice  of  Burgery. 

0.  F.  HETWOOD,  K.  D.» 

General  and  Special  Pathology^  J^arapeiOiM,  amd  Medical  Jvnepmdenee. 
Kern  York,  Mruqry  1,  1858. 


MR.  E.  S.  FRAMS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Stole  M  BowiiT,  SdMrs  ftom  the  Bowwy  Theatiei  H.  T. 

Kaetmr  tn  tkt  kntmj  ud  Pkjiiotogf  of  the  Iinui  Bye,  ul  oi 
tke  Vie  ud  ibnie  of  Speetaelei. 

Spbosaolb  Maksk  to  all  tbk  Hobfitaia  akd  lOTiEifAMft  iQB  DuBAm  or  1BK  Etx 

XHVHBCSirT  AMDSrAIBOvNsvYOBK.  | 

^fWr  Ajiy  SpaetMlflt  pcurohaMd  from  Hr.  F.  will  be  ezehBaged  for  o1iier%  free 
of  farther  eort^  if  not  approred  o£    He  also  fits  GUsBes  into  parties'  own  Speetade 


«>^S^»>»>^»S^^^^^^>^^^^^^W%^^^^^<^»^^^^^>M»^^ 


A4iiisting  spootaeles  to  yiiion  requires  great  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
optieian.  Uamj  sights  are  injured,  some  totallj  los^  for  want  of  this.  We,  the 
undersigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  public  to  have  good  q>eo- 
tades  and  acouratelj  applied.  Mr.  Franks  deliTered  an  interesting  and  instmetiTB 
pvblie  leeture  on  the  subjeot  in  the  Sooiety  libraiy,  Broadway;  on  Nor.  St,  IMft 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  recommend  him  as  a  verj 
competent  practical  optician. 

GEORGE  WILKES^  11  D.,  28  Laight  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  Kew  York  Eye  Infirmair;  97  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M.  D.,  SI  West  Eleventh  street^ 

OoBsntting  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Infirmatr. 

T.  M.  HATflTED,  M.  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street^ 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  fye  Infirmary. 

DAVID  L.  ROGERS,  U,  D.,  110  Bleeeker  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  £y& 

M  STEPHENSON,  M.  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyvesant  street 

WM.  DARLING,  M,  D., 

Anatomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  UniTersity  Medical  College. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  114  Fourth  avenue. 

Late  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medldne. 

HENRY  D.  BULELEY,  M.  D.,  48  Bleeeker  street^ 

Fhymcian  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Lectnrer  on  Diseases  of  the  ffldn. 

JOHN  G.  ADABSk  M.  D^  47  Amity  street, 

Late  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

W.  B.  PAREINSON,  M.  D.,  SI  Frmiltifort  stree# 

House  Physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary. 

H.  WEEXS  BROWN,  M.  D.,  8S  Maodougal  street, 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  E.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lecturer,  has  paid  unusual  attentaoa  to 

the  subject,  and  is  a  clever  optician. 

.     W.  C.  WALLAOi;  M.  D.,  286  Fourth  street 
jymD  Tarif  JShv.  80,  1860.  • 


ALBMT  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Two  foil  Gonnes  of  Lectures  are  delivered  annually  in  this  Institution,  the 
AU  eouTM  eomi&encing  on  the  Unt  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring 
coarse  on  the  77i»rd  Thtetday  in  F^>ruary»  Each  course  will  continue  sixteen 
weeks,  and  Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  dose  of  each  term. 

AIBEH  MABGH,  X.  D., 

PruideiU  and  Frofuwr  of  Surgery. 

JJJtn  nVAUGHIOT,  X.  D., 

Profeuor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 

T.  BOkJszfl  BECK,  X.  D^ 

ProfeeeoT  of  Materia  Mediea. 

JAXBB  SL  ABMSBT,  X.  B., 

Profeeeor  of  Anatomy. 

THDXA8  Eim,  X.  D., 
•  Profefaor  of  the  InetitiUee  of  Medicine. 

AXOB  BSAV,  EBd, 
Profeeeor  of  Medical  Juriepmdenee. 

HOWABB  TOWnXRB,  X.  D.» 

Profeeeor  of  Obstetriee. 

EZRA  B.  GABB,  X.  D., 

Profeeeor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  first  course  $60,  for  the  second  course  $50.  For  both  course^  if 
paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course,  $100.  Matricolatiou  fee  $5,  Grad- 
uation fee  $20.  Thirdrcowree  Studente  are  required  to  pay  only  the  Matriculation 
fee.  Graduates  of  other  Institutions  are  admitted  free.  The  weekly  Cliniquee 
will  be  held  in  the  College  as  usual  Clinical  Lectures  wiU  be  delivered  in  the 
Hospital  free  of  charge. 

Boarding  from  $2  to  $8  per  week.  

THO.  HUN,  Jtegieirar. 


The  Nbw  YoiK  Msdical  Turn  will  be  pnbUahed  on  the  lit  of  ererj  month.  Oommuniea- 
Uons  may  be  addreewd  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Bleecksr  itraet.  TermS|  |8  per  SDnuD,  payable  la 
adTsnoe.   - 

Tens  •f  KTirtblig  In  the  Mew  Terk  Hettcal  TfaMi. 

OnePsee, fS  00  I  E«sh  addlttonsl  ioMrtioD,     .       .       IB  00 

~  9h  addlti      -  ^  -  1  ^     -    - 


iittonalbiBertton,  .     8  50    One^bnrthoraPage,         .       .       .150 

One  half  of  a  Page*  3  00  |  Eaoh  additional  iiiesrttoo,     .      .        100 

An  AdTerttaemoiU  for  lev  Ihsa  three  months  mart  be  prepaid. 


r 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26tli  of  October,  1853,  and  continue  until  the 
1st  of  March,  1854. 

HORACE  GBEEV,  M.  D., 

Prwident  of  the  Faculty^  and  Professor  qf  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine^  No,  12 

Clinton  Place, 

EDWIN  HAMILTOH  DAVIS,  M.  D., 

Prqfeeeor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  No.  189  Fourth  Avenve. 

B.  FOBDTCE  BABKEB.  M.  D.. 

Prqfeseor  of  Midw'fery  and  Diseases  qf  Women  and  ChiU'/'eny  No.  22  West  Elecenth  St. 

B.  OOSEH  BOBEKUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  qf  Chemistry,  No.  70  Union  Place. 

J.  M.  CAENOOHAir.  M.  D., 

Prqfessor  of  the  Principles  and  Operation  qf  Surgery  with  Surgical  Poitiwlngyy  No  76G 

Broadway, 

EDMUHD  B.  PEASLEE,  M.  S., 

Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Microscopical  Anatomy. 

EDWABD  H.  PABKEB,  H.  B., 

Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

JOEL  PABEIEB,  LL.  D., 

Professor  qf  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

D.  S.  COKAHT,  M.  B., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  Ist  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevuo  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  A  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 


rs  B  s. 

Matriculation,  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5;  the  full  course,  $105  ;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculiy. 
New  Ybrh  Medical  College,  ) 

3LSt  Thirteenth  Street,  near  Broadway,  f 


GOUmILmJEI 


PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

XrBD7  TO&X. 

#•» 

The  Furty-scventh  Session  of  thw  Institution  will  commence  on  MondAj,  l>c- 
tober  17,  1863,  and  continue  till  Thun*dny,  Marcli  12,  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  sub-graduate  couree,  a  jn-eliniinary  course  will  commence  on  Mondjiy, 
September  30,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

ALEXAHSEB  H.  8TETBN8,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clinical  Surger}'. 

JOSEPH  MATHER  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  tke  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TOBEET,  K.  D.,  LL.D., 

Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

BOBEBT  WATTS,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

WILLA&D  PASSES,  M.  S., 

Prof  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

CHAHSLEB  S.  OILMAH,  M.  D, 

I'rof.  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLASH,  M.  D.. 

Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

EUSHA  BASTLETT,  M  D., 

Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

JOHN  A.  UDELL,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

LEWIS  A.  SATBE,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Surgery. 

JAMES  EHOX, 

Janitor. 

Surgical  nnd  Medical  Cliuiqnes  as  in  former  years.  The  Dissecting  Room 
will  be  opcntul  early,  ami  abundantly  supplied  with  material. 

Matriculation  Fee,  3^5;  Fooj*  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Pro- 
fessors, *  105;  but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the  tickets  during 
one  SoAsiou.     (Graduation  Fee,  ^'15. 

Board,  average  *3  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS,  M  D.,  Dmn, 

Sept.,  1853. 
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Single  Copies,  181  cents. 


Fo.  SL 


VO&.  zzz. 


NEW  YORK 


MEDICAL  TIMES. 


H.  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D., 

PHYSICIAH   TO  NEW  YORK  HOSPITAL,  ETC.,  ETC., 
EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 
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AND  EVANS  Sl  BRITTAN,  697  BROADWAY. 
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Bakbr*  GoDWtif  *.  Co.,  Printers,  1  Fpnice  Street,  New  York. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  I7tli 
of  October,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  February. 

TALESTDTE  MOTT,  H.  D.,  LL  S., 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-President 

of  the  Faculty. 

KABTYH  PADTE,  K.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

OTJHHIVO  S.  BEDFORD,  H.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clini- 
cal Midwifery. 

JOHH  W.  DSAPEK,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ALFRED  C.  POST,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Surgical  and 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

WnilAK  H.  YAH  BUBEH,  K.  D., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

JOHH  A  SWETT,  H.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  DAELIira,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

GEORGE  A  PETERS,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  MOTT,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

JOHH  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  Feos  fur  the  Lectures  i^  SI 05.     Matriculation,  $5.     Graduation, 
630.     The  di-.S(^ctin:^  ruoru  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Foe  $5.      There 
vill  be  five  Cliniques  ♦'vory  week.     Borinl  fi-om  ^2  50  to  ^3  per  week. 
Letters  in  jy  b^  adln-s^'Ml  to  Prot-'s-or  Dtixr^u,  President  of  thrj  Mo<li- 


NEW  IJIVEN,  CONN- 
iMtl  Offleo— Voi  U  and  16  Txinity  BnildiHg,  Broadway,  Vew  Turk. 


PROF.  B.  SILLIMA:er,  Senior,  PrenderU.    - 
fteoF.  Jonathan  Knight,  B1  D.,  Vice-PreiidmL 
Bbij.  NoTiB,  S^cMmy.  Joiw  W.  Fmrn,  TVeasurer. 

local  TrtMtees— New  Ybrk— SAimia:.  Lzkds,  Jsses  W.  Benbdiot.    BrooUjn — 
Otbub  p.  Bufth,  loHAiioo  6.  Spkncks. 

Xmo/    Q^ltftfrt— Aotaarj — Pnur   D.  WmntoBc     Medical   Exaxninei^H.    I>. 

BVLKLET,  M.  D. 
,    JfoaminatUmt  Daily  ait  the  Office,  from  ltd  o*cloek  ;  and  at  No,  43  SUeoktr 
9tM^mfUir4o*9Uek,r.M, 


•     AOTUAZ.  CASH  8T7RPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  Conttantlif  Increasing, 


Tbs  first  Company  to  comply  with  the  late  law  pi  New  Yorir,  wMoh  requires 
Ufe  Insurance  Companies,  not  organized  under  the  lawa  of  said  Btate^  to  deposit 
f  100,000,  in  specified  securities,  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  by 
«p  under  the  laws  of*  which  such  Company  is  organized,  as  a  pre-requisite  for 
«9ph  Company  tvaasaoting  btuanesa  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

CJBRTIFICATB  OF  AUTHOBITT*. 

State  or  Nbw  Yore,  Coacpxii9U.sa*8  Ovgte^  ) 
Albany,  Oct,  10,  1868.  f 

Whxr£A8,  Satisfftotory  etidence  haa  been  liimiahed  to  me,  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore^  of  N«w  York  city  and  oounty,  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  Life  Insnraace  Company,  being  an  lasarance  Company 
i^^iporiM^  by  the  Sta1(e  of  Connecticut ; 

And  wuEltsAs,  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  State, 
imd^^his  band  and.ofiicial  aeaJ,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
reqmfements  of  the  X4th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
incorporation  of  life  and  Uealtlx  Insurance  Companies,  and  in  relataon  to  Ag^ncie» 
•f  auoh  Companiesi"  pasaed  June  24,  1653,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Section, 
passed  July  18»  1853^; 

And  WHratEAs,  A  certified  eopy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany»  wppointiog.  J«ae  W.  Benedict,  of  NeW  Yoii:  city  and  oovnt^,  aaita  attorney 
tn  this  btate,  has  be^n  filed  la  this  office,  ad  required  by  said  original  Section  14 ; 

Now,  THEJUBp^ottB,.  in  puiwianee  of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  atoresaid,  I,  John 
C.  Wright^  Coruptm^Uer  of  the  SUite  of  New  York;  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Perkry  JX^^itmore  m  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  Dusiness  of  Life  Insurance  in»this  State,  to  far  forth  as  he  may  be  legally  em- 
powered by  his  Utter  of  appointment,  and  the  instmotions  whioh  may  be  given 
to  him  by  the  said  Company.     ^ 

In  witness  whei^eo^  I  hare  hereunto  subeoribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  b^  a^cd,  the  day  and  year  fitrsk  above  written. 

.  [L.S.)  JOHN  a  WRIGHT. 

Oonyptroller, 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Office^  Noa  14' and  J6 
Trinity  Bnilding,  Broadwaj^  aifd  .receive  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  and 
infopteation  cdnc^min^  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

OvncB,  Noe.  14  and  16  Trinity  Buildino. 

P.  D.  WHITHOSE,  Actuary. 


MB.  E.  S.  FRAMS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Store  62  Boweiy,  3  doon  fhnn  the  Boweiy  Theatre,  N.  T. 

Lecturer  on  the  inatomy  ud  Pkytlologj  of  the  loiovi  lye,  ud  et 
tie  Uae  ud  Abme  of  Speetaclei. 

Spiorioui  liAxn  to  all  m  Hovsau  amp  ImrayiMW  v^b  Duiabb  or  the  Btx 
n  m  Czrr  aicd  Stats  of  Nbw  Yoik. 

ly  Anj  Spectaolet  pardiMed  from  Mr.  F.  will  be  oxohanged  for  otber%  finae 
of  ftirtl&er  oo8t»  if  not  approred  oil    He  alao  fits  Glaflees  into  partieir  owv  C 
Framea. 


Adjniting  ipeietaolee  to  viaion  reqmree  great  Judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
optician.  Many  BigfatB  are  injored,  lome  total!/  loatt  for  want  of  this.  We,  tha 
undersigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  publio  to  have  good  wp9^ 
tacles  and  aoouratoly  applied.  Mr.  Rranks  deliTered  an  intoresting  and  bafanieliTa 
publio  lecture  on  the  subject  in  the  Society  Librarji  Broadway,  on  Not.  29,  1850. 
He  is  well  aoquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  recommend  him  aa  a  TCty 
competent  practical  optidan. 

6B0RGE  WILESa,  M.  B.,  88  Laiglit  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  £ye  Infirmary,  97  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOia,  M  D.,  21  West  EleTenth  street, 

Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Infimutfy. 

T.  M  HAIiSTBD,  M.  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street^ 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmair. 

DAVID  L.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  110  Bleeoker  street^ 
Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Eyck 

M.  STEPHENSON,  Bl  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street^  < 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyresant  street 

WM.  Darling,  m.  d.. 

Anatomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  Uniyersity  Medical  CoUega. 

IBAAO  WOOD,  Bl  D.,  114  Fourth  arenue^ 

Lato  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

HENRY  D.  BULKI4BY,  M.  D.,  48  Bleecker  street, 

Fhysiciaa  to  the  New  York  Hosntal  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Skia. 

JOHN  G.  ADAMS,  M  D.,  41  Amity  street^ 

Lato  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

W.  B.  PARKINSON,  M.  D.,  21  Frankfort  street, 

House  Physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary. 

R  WEEKS  BROWN,  M.  D.,  88  Maodoogal  street, 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  E.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lectorer,  has  paid  unusual  attention  to 

the  subject^  and  is  a  derer  optician. 

W.  a  WALLACE;  M.  D.,  286  Fourth  i 
Nmo  Torh,  M>o,  80,  1850. 


LECTURES 

OH 

OPHTHALMIC  SURG^ERY. 


^■<H» 


Tax  Stibscriber  will  pive  his  Third  Annual  Course  of  Lectures — ^for  185^-4—^ 
on  the  Anatomj,  Phyaiorogy,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutics  of  the  Eye,  at  tfc«     " 

lf«.  6  BTITTTBSAIfT  PliACIB.  between  Oth.8trMC  imit  3d  ATok^e. 

The  Litroduetory  to  tlui^GtMlrM  iviU  he  ^im  on  ITxdnibdat,  Noyember  9tli> 
at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

SiTBJBor — "The  requisite  qualifications  to  constitute  an  accomplished  Ophthal- 
mic Surgeon,  and  the  only  ptop^v  meant  Jby  wlaei  th«y  may  be  attained.*^ 

Students  of  Medicine  and  meiKib^  of  tiM  i^fession  are  respectfully  invited 
to  attend. 

TIOKBTB  FOR  THS  COURSE 

Can  be  obtained  at  the  r^si^^vce  of  Dir,  fiuOEnonttOV,  167  East  14th  street^  or  at 
the  HoipitaL  The  profits  resulting  from  it^e-  Course  to  be  given  to  this  noble 
Charity. 

KABK  BTEPEEHSOV,  K.  D., 

HTnf  Turk,  Oct.  mh^  1858.  Surgeon  tq  N.  Y.  OphthaL  Hosp. 


ANATOMICAL  AKD  PAZHObMICAL  MODELS. 


Measrs.  J.  C.  dt  D.  Hyatt  respectfully  iofom  the  Medical  profession  that 
they  have  recently  imported  from  PariSy  a  large  Collection  of  Anatomical 
Models,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  UolIecUon.  Their  Collection 
now  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz: — ^Model  ^f  ft  Msd  4  feet  Ugh, 
showing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  impor- 
tant parts;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  ffestation:  Eye  of  large  dimensions, 
showinff  82  objects ;  Heart  of  a  foetus  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; Srain  in  12-halTes,  showing  196  <AJ6ctB;  Larynx  with  brenchi;  Prepa- 
mtion  of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showing  the  artenes, 
▼efai8  ami  Mrves;  Head  articnlated  with  brass;  Adult  Jaws  with  the  arteries, 
▼eins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  dlsset- 
tion  of  the  Internal  Ear;  Foetal  Heads  af  Ml  time;  Preparation  of  the  6th 
pair  of  nerve^;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  B&axiliarv  artery;  Jaws  of  children, 
showing  dentation;  Temporal  Bones  carred,' with  Intmal  9kx\  do.  with 
llGddlelBar ;  Separated  or  Disarticalaled  Beads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  with  cordi;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Buckskis  Maniklnsy  &c.,  &o. ; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  Thibert  Musenm  of  Paris,  con- 
sisting of  Pathological,  Sorgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy ;  in  ^11  about  2000 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  wiH  be  r^ 
ec&vedf  and  ready  for  inspection  in  June,  dtfl^ring  entirely  fW>m  thoae  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  ^.^  may  be.  addressed  to  J.  C.  &  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  Letters  of  inquiry,  or  soliciting  information,  most  be 
post-psicL 


NEW  HAYEN  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

Ihe  first  term  will  oommenM  the  first  week  in  March,  and  dose  the  hwt  of 
Jul  J.  The  seeond  will  eorrsspond  witit^the  Lecture  Term  of  the  Medical  Inatllii- 
tion  of  Tale  College,  beginning  the  last  week  in  September,  and  continuing  fomr 


FBBS. 
Td  be  paid  iirii^tr*"^!!^    P«'  ^^  BinsikMr  Twni^  f<9';  A)r  ll«  Winter  Term^ 

Xzii0tarti.otox*flk 

Prendmt 

CHAELES  HOOKER,  ■.  D., 

wmn  noniMMr,  m.  ^ 

Materia  Medlea. 

UTHiV  E.  IVES,  K.  D., 

Midwfery  and  DUea$n  of  Femalet, 

WOETBDrGTOH  HOOEEE,  M.  V., 

7%eory  m^d  PraeHee  of  Medicine  and  JHieoMu  of  Children, 

'  STEPflXir  G.  HI!|tEAED',  H.  D.;     * 

,  ,  ,  .        ^Patlujiogy  and  ^edical  Jurisprudence. 

W.  HooKB%  H  El,  'Seentetry,  &  O.  Hmisn^  M:  D.,  ^^aiui, 

jy«ip  i2av«l^  i^e&ruary  25,  1859. , 


CVWIJNO  Alil>  USSCBinfOa 

lOrden  for  Capping  and  Leeehing  will  be  promptlf  attended  W  %j  lesrii^ 

J.aBCUELEY, 
.   .]lp;i2AKIXT8tB££X,ir£A]lB£0AI)WAy.    ^ 

Bkr^ereUk' 
.    J>r«"^onEi  Waxson,     "      ^         .  •     I)r..J.  J.  CNiAmi, . 

©r,  V^oi  Biwkit^  .  .Dr,  JD.  I*  ~ 

Pr.  MifftOAViii  ,  ■ .,   V  /  PP<  Bqlxuet. 

/Wy  1,  1868. 

Tbe-Kaw  Yon  MkonucL  .Oteci  w)U  be  DuMihed  on  (tbe  iit  «f  evei^  i 

tioDi  may  be  addrasied  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Bleeeker  ttreeL   Tenna^  93  per  aamintpayaJ^a  \ 

^V^^i    /.I     M     /.     '.     ! '       ■..      '      .    ■ 

Terms  of  AdTcrtldDg  til  the  New  York  Modlcal  Itaoo.     ... 

OnePwe, 95  00  |  Each  addlUonal  InsertioD,  .       .       OB*  00 

Eadt  additloiial  liueitioB,                 .     8  50    One-fottrth  ofaPage,         .  .       .     i  90 

OnebalfofaPage,                .                3  00 1  Each  addiUoual  Inaertioii,  .       .         I  00 
All  AdTcrtlieineDts  for  leaa  than  three  montha  mnet  be  prepaid. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  October,  1853,  and  continue  until  the 
Ist  of  March,  1864 

HORACE  QBXES,  IL  D., 

FruidttU  of  the  FaeuUy,  and  Prqftuor  of  ths  Theory  and  PracUee  of  Medicine^  No.  12 

Clinton  Place, 

EDWIN  HAHILTOV  DATIS,  M.  D., 

Pr<fet9or  <f  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutieaf  M,  189  Fcwih  Avenue, 

B.  FOEBTGE  BAEKE&,  M.  D., 

Pfffeeaor  of  Midwifery  and  JHeeaeee  of  Women  and  Children^  No.  22  Weet  Eleventh  Si, 

E.  OODEV  D0EEMU8,  M.  D., 

Profeeeor  qf  Ohemielryf  No,  70  Union  Place, 

J,  M.  CAEHOGHAH,  M.  D.. 

Prqfeetor  qf  the  PrineipUe  and  OperaOone  qf  Surgery  wOh  Surgical  Pathology^  No,  7«6 

Broaimoay, 

EDMVITD  E.  PEASLEE,  M.  D., 

Prqfeeeor  of  General^  DeecripHte  and  Microscopical  Anatomy. 

BDWABD  H.  PABKES,  K.  D., 

Pruftttar  ^  Pluynotagy  ami  Pathology. 

JOEL  PABKEB,  LL.  D., 

Prqfeseor  qf  Medical  Jurieprudence. 

D.  S.  COHAHT.  X.  S., 

Demonstrator  qf  Anatomy, 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
til  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Maseam,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are 
tbandaotly  furnished  for  the  students. 


r  E  B  s . 

Malriculution,  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5;  the  full  course,  $105;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 
:       By  the  churter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
*  pfofi'Sijion  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
■     examin;ition  from  Medical  Societies. 

"?..  OGDK.\  DOllEMUS,  Dean  of  llie  FacuHt,. 
A"'£'  York  Sfi'dUul  Colloje,  i 

JyiH  Th'irWnhth  Sffu-'f.  n-dr  Ilr.ut  f  , ,t„.  \ 


o  o  i:.  z^  £3  ca- £] 

or 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

xramr  to&x. 

♦•♦ 

The  Forty-seventh  Sesaion  of  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 17»  1858,  and  continue  till  Thursday,  March  12,  18fi4.  In  Addition  to  l^e 
regular  8ub-gra<luatc  course,  a  preliminary  course  will  commence  on  Monday, 
September  80,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

ALEXAVBEB  H.  STEVEVS,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  XATHEB  SMITH,  M.  D.. 

Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHH  TOBHET,  ■.  S.,  LL  D.. 

Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

BOBEBT  WATTS,  H.  D., 

Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

WILLABD  PABXEB,  X.  B., 

Prof  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

CHAHDLEB  B.  OHMAH,  X.  B, 

Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ALOHZO  CLABX,  X.  B., 

Profcj^sor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

elisha  babtlett,  k  b., 

Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

JOHN  A.  UBELL,  X.  B., 

DenioiiAtrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYBE,  X.  B., 

Pros,  of  Surgery. 

JAXES  KHOX, 

Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniqnes  as  in  former  years.  The  Dissecting  Room 
will  be  opened  early,  ond  abundantly  supplied  with  material 

Matriculation  Fee,  :?5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Pro- 
fessors, |105;  but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the  tickets  during 
one  Session.     Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Board,  average  i^Z  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS.  M.  p.f  Dean, 

SepL,  1853. 


'92  a  Tear,  in  Advance. 
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Itolrofiri^sMon  of  Cancer,  by  Tbomaa  M.  Mar- 
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York  Academy  of  Medicine,     . 
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lev  York  Medical  Associatioo, 


MEDICAL  TIMES. 


H.  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D., 

PHYSICIAN   TO  NEW   YORK  HOSPITAL,  ETC.,  ETC., 
EDITOR   AND   PROPRIETOE. 


Original  Commimioations. 
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Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion,    

Jewell  on  Yellow  or  Malignant  Bilious  Fever, 
Ellis's  Medical  Formulary,  .... 
Sims's  Treatment  of  Vesico* Vaginal  Fistula, 


101 
108 
103 
104 


Extracts  from  Journals, 
Domestic  Intelligence, 


104 
106 


Varia. 


Domestic, 

Foreign, 

Married, 108 


10f7 
108 


DECEMBER,   1853. 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY, 

"*^    AND    FOR    SALE    BY 

S.  S.  &    W.  WOOD,  261  PEARL  ST.;  G.  &  H.  MILLER,  646  BROADWAY; 
AND  EVANS  &  BRITTAN,  697  BROADWAY. 
1853. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Mi!DIOAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  17th 
of  October,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  February. 

VALEVniTE  MOIT,  K  D.,  LL.  D.. 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-President 

of  the  Faculty. 

HABTTH  PAIVE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

onranro  s.  bedfosd,  m.  d., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Cliai- 

cal  Midwifery. 

JOHH  W.  BEAPEE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phywology. 

ALPEED  C.  POST,  Ml  D., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  wiUi  Surgical  and 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

WILLIAM  E.  YAH  BUEEH,  K.  B., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

JOHH  A.  SWETI,  X.  B., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine . 

WILUAM  BAELIHO,  M.  B., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

OEOEGE  A.  PETEES,  K  B., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  XOTT,  H.  B., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 


JOHH  W.  BEAPEE,  X.  B., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 


The  Fees  for  the  Lectures  is  $t05.  Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation, 
t30.  The  dissecting  room  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Fee  t5.  There 
rill  be  five  Cliniques  every  week.    Board  from  $2  60  to  $3  per  week. 

Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Professor  Drapbr,  President  of  the  Medi> 
la  Faculty,  University,  New  York.  • 


%mmm  Itutol  fife  Instttana  Compnj, 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN, 
loeal  Offloe— Vol,  14  and  16  Trinity  Bnilding,  Broadway,  Hew  York. 


PROF.  B.  SILUMAN.  Senior,  Prendifit 
Pbof.  Jonathan  Kniqht,  M.  D.,  Viee-PreHdenL 
Bkn/.  NoTSi»  Secretary,  John  W.  Fitob,  IWoiurer, 
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Ctrvb  p.  Smith,  Iohabod  S.  Spenoeb. 
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SeaminaHoM  Daily  at  the  Office^  frcm  1  to  2  ifcloch  ;  and  at  No,  48  Blacker 
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ACTUAL  CASH  SURPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  Constantly  Increaaing, 


The  first  Company  to  comply  with  the  late  law  of  New  York,  which  requires 
life  Insurance  Companies^  not  organized  under  the  laws  of  said  State,  to  deposit 
$100,000,  in  specified  securities,  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  by 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  such  Company  is  organized,  as  a  pre-requisite  for 
•ueh  Company  transacting  business  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

CBRTIFIOATR  OF  AUTHOBITT. 

State  of  New  Yobk,  Comftboller's  Oviig^  ) 
Albany,  Oct.  10,  1858.  \ 

Whebbas,  Satisfactory  evidence  has  been  furnished  to  me,  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore,  of  New  York  city  and  county,  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  being  an  Insurance  Company 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 

And  whebeas.  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  State, 
under  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  **  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
incorporation  of  Life  and  Health  Insurance  Compauies,  and  in  relation  to  Agencies 
of  such  Companies,"  passed  June  24,  1868,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Action, 
passed  July  18,  1868 ; 

And  whebeas,  A  certified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany, appointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict,  of  New  York  city  and  county,  as  its  attorney 
in  tnis  State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  reNquired  by  said  original  Section  14; 

Now,  thebei^>be,  In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  luoresaid,  I,  John 
C.  Wrightt  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Perley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  Iransact 
the  business  of  Life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  lie  legally  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointment^  and  the  instructions  which  may  be  giyen 
to  him  by  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[L.B.]  JOHN  a  WRIGHT, 

CcmptroUer, 

VoMej  holders  and  the  Public  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Not.  14  and  16 
Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  and  receive  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report^  and 
information  ooncemine  any  and  all  matters  relating  to.  the  Company. 

Ofvioi^  Noa.  14  ana  10  TBiMxnr  Buildino. 

P.  D.  WHmOBE,  Aotnary. 


•     MB.  E.  S.  FRANKS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Store  62  Bowerj,  3  doon  fiom  the  Bowery  Theatre,  N.  T. 

lectnier  oi  the  Anatomr  and  PhriioIogT  of  the  HamBn  Ejre,  and  on 
the  Uie  and  Abuse   of  Speetaelei. 

SPBcrrAOLi  Makxb  to  all  ths  Hobpitalb  and  IsroMxaswi  fob  DiBKAsn  of  thb  "Btm 

nr  THE  ClTT  AND  StATB  OF  NsW  TORK. 

py*  Anj  Sp«ctaeIeB  purcbaBed  from  Mr.  F.  will  be  exehanged  for  othen^  free 
of  farther  eoBt^  if  not  approred  oil  He  alao  fito  GIbbbbb  into  partieB*  own  Speetaele 
Framea. 


vBaTMJiMOjrK^E,a  or  MBCojmjmBjrMK^Tiojr. 

AdjoBting  Bpectaclea  to  yiaion  requires  great  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
optician.  Many  sighta  are  injured,  Bome  totally  loBt»  for  want  of  thi&  We,  the 
undersigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  public  to  haye  good  spec- 
tades  and  accurately  applied.  Mr.  Franks  delivered  an  intereBting  and  instmctive 
public  lecture  on  the  subject  in  the  Society  Library,  Broadway,  on  Nov.  29,  1 850. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  recommend  him  as  a  Tery 
oompetent  practical  optician. 

GEORGE  WILKES,  M.  D.,  28  Laight  street* 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary,  97  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M  D.,  21  West  Eleventh  street^ 

Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Iniinnary . 

T.  M.  HAISTED,  M  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street, 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary. 

DAVID  L.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  110  Bleecker  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

M  STEPHENSON,  M  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyvesant  street 

WM.  DARLING,  M.  D„ 

Anatomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  University  Medical  College. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  lU  Fourth  avenue, 

Late  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D.,  48  Bleecker  street, 

Pliysician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  tlie  Skin. 

JOHN  G.  ADAMS^  M  D.,  47  Amity  street, 

Late  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

W.  B.  PARKINSON,  M  D.,  21  Frankfort  street. 

House  Physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary. 

H.  WEEKS  BROWN,  M.  D.,  88  Macdougal  street* 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  £.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lecturer,  has  paid  unusual  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  is  a  clever  optician. 

W.  C.  WALLACE;  M.  D.,  286  Fourth  street 
New  York,  Nov,  80,  1860. 


LECTURES 

ON 

OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY. 


The  Sabaoriber  will  give  his  Third  Annual  Gonrse  of  Leottiree — for  1868-4— 
on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutics  of  the  Eye,  at  the 

HEW  TOBE  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL, 

Fr«.  6  STinrTSSANT  PliACEf  between  9th  StMCl  mmd  3d  ATMse. 

The  Introductory  to  the  Course  will  be  given  on  Wedkebdat,  Noyember  9th, 
at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Subject — "  The  requisite  qualificatious  to  constitute  an  accomplished  Ophthal- 
mic Surgeon,  and  the  only  proper  means  by  which  they  may  be  attained. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully  invited 
to  attend. 

TICKETS  FOR  THE  COURSE 

Can  be  obtained  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Stephenson,  167  East  14th  street^  or  at 
the  Hospital.  The  profits  resulting  from  the  Course  to  be  given  to  this  noble 
Charity. 

HABK  STEPHEHSOH,  M.  D., 

New  York,  OcU  20/A,  1853.  Surgeon  to  N.  Y.  Ophthal.  Hosp. 


ANATOMICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  MODELS. 


Messrs.  J.  C.  &  D.  Hyatt  respectfully  inform  the  Medical  profession  that 
they  have  recently  imported  from  Paris,  a  large  Collection  of  Anatomical 
Models,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.  Their  Collection 
now  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz : — Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  high, 
showing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  impor- 
tant parts ;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  gestation :  Eye  of  larg«  dimensions, 
showing  82  objects;  Heart  of  a  fcetas  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; Brain  in  12  halves,  showing  120  objects;  Larynx  with  bronchi;  Prepa- 
ration of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showing  the  arteries, 
veins  and  nerves ;  Head  articulated  with  brass ;  Adult  Jaws  with  the  arteries, 
veins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  Internal  Ear ;  Foetal  Heads  at  full  time ;  Preparation  of  the  5th 
pair  of  nerves;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  Maxillary  artery;  Jaws  of  children, 
showing  dentition;  Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Internal  Ear;  do.  with 
Middle  Ear ;  Separated  or  Disarticulated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  vrith  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Buckskin  Manikins,  &c.,  &o. ; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  Tkibert  Museum  of  Paris,  con^ 
sistin^  of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy;  in  all  about  2000 
Models. 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  will  be  re- 
ceived, and  ready  for  inspection  in  June,  diiffering  entirely  from  those  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  &c.,  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  &  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  Letters  of  inquiry,  or  soliciting  information,  must  be 
post-paid! 


NEW  HAYEIf  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

FOR  PRIVATE  INSTRUCTION. 

Hm  fini  term  will  oomm^noe  the  fint  week  in  March,  and  dose  the  last  of 
Jul  J.  The  second  will  oorrespond  with  the  Leetore  Term  of  the  Medical  Inadtn- 
iion  of  Yale  College,  beginning  the  laat  week  in  September,  and  oontinning  lour 

montha. 

FBBB. 

To  be  pud  in  adyanoe.    For  the  Summer  Term,  |40;   for  the  Winter  Term, 

10 ;  for  the  year,  $60. 

J0IATHA9  UIGHT,  1.  D., 

PreiidmL 

JOIATHAI  KHIGBTy  M.  B., 

Inttitutei  of  Swrgery, 

CHAELES  HOOUl,  ■•  11., 

Anatomy  and  Phyaioiogy, 

VSaSKl  BROVSOH,  M.  D., 

Materia  Medico^ 

NATHAH  B.  ITES,  S.  D., 

Midwifery  and  Diwaeea  of  Females, 

W0ETHI56T0V  HOOKER,  M.  P., 

Tkeory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  IHaeaaei  of  Children. 

TUSl  A.  JEWETT,  ■.  B., 

Btiryery, 

STEPHEI  €.  HUBBARB,  S.  B., 

Pathology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

W.  HooKJO,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  &  O.  Hubbabd,  M.  D.,  TVvafwrBr. 

New  Haven,  Pdfruary  26,  1868. 


ourpnro  aub  LssoBzira. 

Orders  for  Capping  and  Leeching  will  be  promptly  attended  to  bj  leaTing 
word  with  the  suMcriber, 

J.  G.  SCULLEY, 
Ho.  18  AXTTT  8IBEET,  HEAB  BBOADWAT. 

Se  refert  to 
Dr.  Jomr  Waibon,  Dr.  J.  J.  CaANs, 

Dr.  Yak  Bubxn,  Dr.  D.  L.  Roons^ 

Dr.  Metoalfi^  Dr.  Buuelxt. 

July  h  1868. 

The  Nbw  Yoik  Mbdical  Timkb  wtU  be  publiahed  on  the  Ist  of  eTcry  moath.   Oonmanlea- 
I  niaj  be  addreaaed  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  BleeckerBlreet.   Teraw,  |9  per  aaBiim,pajtlito  la 


Tenu  •f  AdTerdflliig  In  the  Kew  Tark  Medlod  ' 

OnePtfe, f5  00 1  Each  addittonal  inaertloiu  .      .       «2  00 

EMh  additional  InaerUoD,                .     9  50    One^biuthofaPage,        .  .       .150 

One  half  of  a  Page,                               3  00  |  Each  addiUonal  inaertloo,  .       .        100 
All  AdTcrtlannenta  for  leaa  than  three  months  rnoBt  be  prepaid. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  Colieffe, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  October,  1853,  and  continue  until  the 
1st  of  March,  1854. 

HORACE  GBEEN,  IL  D., 

President  of  the  Faculty^  and  Prqfeeeor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Ko,  12 

Clinton  Place, 

EDWIH  HAMILTON  DAVIS,  K.  D., 

PnftnoT  <jf  Materia  Xodiea  and  TheraprntUst,  A'o.  189  Fourth  Avmvt. 

B.  FOSDTCE  BABKEB.  M.  D., 

Prqfator  of  IM/wiftry  and  Diteata  qf  Wonun  and  Okiif.rtn,  No.  22  W«»t  EltvtntK  St. 

B.  OaDEK  BOBEHUS,  H.  D., 

Profeeeor  qf  Ghemietrj/y  No.  70  Union  Place, 

J.  M.  GABNOCHAIT ,  M.  D., 

Prqfeeeor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  qf  Surgery  toith  Surgical  Pathology,  No,  766 

Broadway, 

EDMUND  R.  PEASLEE,  M.  D., 

Professor  qf  General,  DescripHze  and  Microscopical  Anatomy, 

EDWAED  H.  PABEEB,  M.  D., 

Professor  qf  Physiology  and  Pathology, 

JOEL  PABKEB,  LL.  D., 

Prqfessor  qf  Medical  Jurisprudence, 

D.  S.  COHAHT.  M.  B., 

Demonstrator  qf  Anatomy, 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dbsecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fally  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants*  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Bye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Sargical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Cliniqae  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abandan%  furnished  for  the  students. 


r  BBS. 

Matriculation,  (^ ;  Demonstrator*s  Ticket,  $5 ;  the  fall  course,  $105 ;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  (fthe  Factdty 
J^mo  Tork  Medical  OoUege,  \ 

East  TMrieenih  Street,  near  Broadway.  ) 


PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

WXKr  TO&K. 

#•» 

Tlie  Fortj-»ev€ntli  Session  of  this  Institution  "will  commence  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober IT,  laaa,  mud  continue  till  Tliursday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  sub-gradunte  course,  a  preliminary  course  will  commence  on  Monday, 
September  30.  aii'l  continue  till  October  14. 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVEH8,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Preskknt  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  MATHEB  SKFTH,  K.  D.. 

Prof,  of  the  Theory ^nd  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Me^licine. 

JOHH  TORBXY,  M.  D.,  LL.S., 

Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  IL  D., 

Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

WILLABD  PABKER,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy*. 

CHAVDLEB  B.  OILHAH,  M.  D, 

Prof,  of  obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ALOHZO  CLARK,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Physiolog}'  and  Pathology. 

ELISHA  BABTLETT,  M.  D., 

Vvnt  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

JOHH  A.  UDELL,  M.  D., 

JJenionstrntor  of  Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

LEWIS  A.  SATBE,  H.  D., 

Pros,  of  Surgery. 

JAKES  KHOX. 

Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  former  years.  The  Dissecting  Kooiu 
will  bo  oponod  tmrly,  and  abimdantly  supplied  with  material. 

Matriculation  Foe,  ^5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Pro- 
fesaoFi^  1105 ;  but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the  tickets  daring 
one  Sesaioti.     Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Boarti  average  !J53  per  week. 

Foi-  further  inftn-mation  apply  to 

R,  WATTS,  \L  D.,   Dmu. 


r 

Vennt— $2  a  Year,  in  Advance. 


Single  Copies,  18}  centa. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAI.  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  17th 
of  October,  and  terminate  on  ^he  last  day  of  February, 

VALEIVTIHE  MOTT,  H.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-Presidenl 

of  the  Faculty. 

KABTTH  PADTE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

OTTNNIKG  S.  BEDFOBD,  K.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  Uie  Diseases  of  Wom3n  and  Children,  and  Clini- 
cal Midwifery. 

JOHN  W.  DBAFEB,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ALFRED  C.  POST,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Surgical  and 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

WILLIAM  H.  YAH  BUKEH,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

jrOHV  A.  8WETT,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  DABLIHO,  M.  D,  . 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

GEOBOE  A.  PETEBS,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  MOTT,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  W.  DBAPEB,  M.  D., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  Fees  fur  the  Lectures  is  8105.  Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation, 
t30.  The  dissecting  room  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Fee  io.  There 
vill  be  five  Cliniques  every  week.     Board  from  |2  60  to  $3  per  week. 

Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Professor  Draper,  President  of  the  Medi- 
la  Faculty,  University,  New  York. 


g^mmran  SJuteal  frit  litsttrana  Cmnpanj, 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
Local  (HBm— Vof,  14  and  16  Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  Hew  Tork. 


FROF.  B.  smJHAN,  Senior,  PreridenL 
Frof.  Jovatban  Enioht,  BL  D.,  Vtee-PrendenL 
BniJ.  NoTV\  89eretwy,  Joim  W.  Frob,  !7V«a«icrtfr. 

Xom/  gVyrtwt    New  York— Saxuxl  LxEDe,  JnsB  W.  Bxnsdiot.    3ro«klja-* 

OXKOB  P.  SlOtH,  ICBABOD  S.  SfINCKB. 

Local    Q^S00r«— Actuaiy— FSBLXT   D.  WBn!iiOK& 
Medical  Exuniiier— H.  D.  Buixuet,  M.  D. 
MhminaHons  Dailj  ai  the  Ofiee,  frmn  1  to  2  o'ehck;  andtUNo,  48  BUech^ 
wtrHt,  afim  4  ifdoek^  P.  M. 


ACTUAL  OA8B  SUBPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  Ootutantly  Inermmng, 


Tm  fint  Oompaiiy  to  comply  vith  the  late  law  of  Kew  York,  which  require 
life  InenraiiAe  Companies,  not  organized  under  the  laws  of  said  State,  to  deposit 
$100,000,  lA  specified  securities,  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  by 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  such  Company  is  organized,  as  a  pre-requisite  for 
such  Company  transacting  business  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

CKBTinCATB  OF  JUTTHOBITT. 

SvATB  or  Nxw  YoBx,  CoMPnoLLin'b  Omoi;  > 
Albany,  Oct,  10,  1863.  ) 

Whebxas^  Satisfactonr  evidence  has  been  ftirnished  to  me,  that  Ferley  D. 
Whitmor^  oif  New  York  city  and  county;  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  life  Insurance  Company,  being  an  Insuranee  Company 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 

And  WHsasAS^  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  States 
xmder  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  *'  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
incorporation  of  life  and  Health  Insurance  Companiei^  and  in  relation  to  Agencies 
of  such  Companies,"  passed  June  24,  1858,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Section, 
passed  July  18,  1858; 

And  whkrxas,  A  certified  copjr  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany, ajppointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict,  of  New  York  city  and  counter,  as  its  attorney 
in  this  States  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  rejijuired  by  said  original  Section  14; 

Now,  THXBBSou;  In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  aforesaid,  I,  John 
a  Wrighl^  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Ferley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  bumncss  of  life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  be  legally  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointmenit  and  the  instructions  which  may  oe  given 
to  him  by  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[L.8.]  JOHN  C.  WEIGHT, 

CcmptroUer, 

FoHcy  holders  and  the  Public  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Nos.  14  and  16 
Mnity  Building,  Broadway,  and  receive  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  and 
infonnation  eonoemins  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

Officii  Nob.  14  and  16  TRoriTT  BtniDiifO. 

P.  D.  WHIXKOBB,  Aetaary. 


LBOTURIS 

ON 

OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY. 


Tarn  Bnbteriber  will  ffir*  his  Third  Aimiiil  Oonne  of  Lectare*— for  18gS  4 
on  the  Anatomj,  Phjiiologj,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutios  of  th«  Sje,  at  the 

nW  TOBK  OFHTHAUnO  HOSPITAL, 

lf«.  6  STIJTTSSAlf T  PI4ACK9  betwMB  9tli  Siimc  mi4  34  Armmmm. ' 

The  Introductory  to  the  Course  will  be  given  on  Wkdnbdat,  Noyember  9th, 
at  8  o'doek,  P.  M. 

^  SuBraoT— "Hie  requisite  qualifications  to  oonstitute  an  aoeompliahed Ophthal- 
mic Surgeon,  and  the  only  proper  means  by  which  they  may  be  attained. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully  inTited 
to  attend. 

TICKSIS  FOR  THE  COURSE 

em  be  obtained  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Stsphskbon,  167  East  14th  street,  or  at 
e  Hospital.    The  profits  resulting  from  the  Course  to  be  giren  to  this  noble 
Charity. 

MABK  STEPHEH80H,  M.  D., 

liew  York,  Get,  20<A,  1863.  Surgeon  to  N.  T.  OphtfaaL  Hoap. 


ANATOMICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  MODELS. 


Meaara.  J.  C.  &  D.  Htatt  reapectfally  inform  the  Medical  profenlon  that 
they  have  recently  imported  from  Paris,  a  lanro  Collection  of  Anatomical 
Modela,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.  Their  Colleetion 
now  conaiata  of  the  following  Models,  vi2 : — Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  high, 
showing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  impor- 
tant ^rts ;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  gestation :  Eye  of  large  dimenaiona, 
ahowmff  82  objecta ;  Heart  of  a  foetus  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; firain  in  12  halves,  showing  120  objects;  Larynx  with  bronchi;  Prepa^ 
ration  of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showinff  the  arteries, 
veins  and  nerves;  Head  articulated  with  brass;  Adult  Jaws  wiUi  the  arteries* 
veins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  diaaee- 
tion  of  the  Internal  Ear ;  Foetal  Heads  at  full  time ;  Preparation  of  the  5di 
pair  of  nerves;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  Maxillary  artery;  Jaws  of  chLldren« 
showing  dentition;  Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Internal  £Sar;  do.  with 
Middle  Ear ;  Separated  or  Disarticulated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  with  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Buckskin  Manikins,  &c.,  dee.; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  Tkibert  Museum  of  Paris,  con- 
slstine  of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy ;  in  all  about  2000 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  will  be  rs- 
eeived,  and  ready  for  inspection  in  June,  differing  entirely  from  thoae  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  &c.,  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  &  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  Letters  of  inquiry,  or  soliciting  information,  must  be 
post-paid. 


MR.  E.  S.  FBAMS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Store  52  Bowery,  3  doon  from  the  Bowery  Theatre,  N.  T. 

iMtnrer  on  the  Anatomy  and  Phjiiologj  of  the  Inmui  Bye,  and  on 
the  Use  and  Ahnie  of  Speetaeles. 

SracTAGLB  BIakxs  to  all  hub  Hosfitals  and  Infibmabiu  for  DnEABEB  or  TBS  Eti 

IN  THE  ClTT  AND  StATB  OF  KkW  YoBX. 

I^y*  Any  Spectacles  purchased  from  Mr.  F.  will  be  exchanged  for  others^  free 
of  forther  oost^  if  not  approved  o£  He  alao  fits  Glasses  into  parties'  own  Spectacle 
Fhunes. 


Adjusting  spectacles  to  vision  reqtdres  great  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
optician.  Many  sights  are  injured,  some  totally  lost^  for  want  of  this.  We,  the 
undersigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  public  to  have  good  spec- 
tacles and  accurately  applied.  Mr.  Franks  delivered  an  interesting  and  instructive 
public  lecture  on  the  subject  in  the  Society  Library,  Broadway,  on  Nov.  29,  1800. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  reconunend  him  as  a  very 
competent  practical  optician. 

GEORGE  WnJiES,  M.  D.,  28  Laight  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary;  97  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M  D.,  21  West  Eleventh  street, 

Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Infirmary,  y 

T.  M.  HAISTED,  M  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street, 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary. 

DAVID  L.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  110  Bleeeker  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

M.  STEPHENSON,  M.  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyvesant  street 

WM.  DARLING,  M.  D., 

h  natomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  University  Medical  College. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D,  114  Fourth  avenue, 

Late  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,  M  D.,  48  Bleeeker  street. 

Physician  to  tlie  New  York  Hospital  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin 

JOHN  G.  ADAMS,  M  D.,  47  Amity  street; 

Late  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

W.  B.  PARKINSON,  M  D.,  21  Frankfort  street. 

House  Physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary. 

H.  WEE&A  BROWN,  M.  D.,  88  Maodougal  street; 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  E.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lecturer,  has  paid  unusual  attention  t* 
the  subject,  and  is  a  clever  optician. 

W.  C.  WALLACE;  M  D.,  286  Fourth  street 
N€W  Tori^  Amt.  80,  18G0. 


NEW  HATEN  MEDICAI  SCHOOL. 

FOR  nUVATB  XNSTRUOTXON. 

ThefimtonnwiU  eonuMiiM  the  first  week  in  Mmh,  Mid  ebee  tk*  lartcT 
July,  the  second  will  correspond  with  the  Leetare  Teim  of  the  Mcdleal  IndifeA- 
tlon  of  Tele  Oollege,  beginning  the  last  week  in  8ept«nber,  end  contin^ng  Ibttr 

months. 

FBB8. 

To  be  pud  in  adTenee.    For  the  Summer  Term,  |iO;   for  the  "Winter  Tom, 

10;  for  the  jemr,  $60. 

joiiTiui  uncnr,  m.  d., 

PreiidenL 

JOUTHAM  UICHT,  M.  D., 

ItutUuU9  nf  Smrgery, 

CUBLES  HMUB,  ■.  D., 

Anaiomff  and  Phynoh^, 

BEHBT  nOIBM,  H.  D., 

Maieria  Medietu 

HITHAH  B.  ITEBy  H.  D., 

IHdiBifery  mnd  DueateM  of  Female*. 

WWTinifiTDV  HMKB,  U.  D., 
Umrp  and  Praetiee  of  Medicine  and  IHeeaeee  of  CkUdrm. 

FUIT  A.  JEWEIT,  H.  D., 

SuTffery, 

finSPHn  fl.  HUBBAID,  H.  D«, 

Paihology  and  MedUal  Jwritpnidence. 
W.  HooKO,  M.  D.,  Secretary.  a  6.  Hubbard,  11  D.,  TVwmimw. 

i^ei0  JSToem,  February  25,  1858. 


ovmaro  Am  uaoBnro. 

Orders  for  Gnpping  end  Leeching  will  be  promptly  attended  to  by  leaving 
word  with  the  sabseriber, 

J.  G.  SCULLEY, 
Vo.  12  AMITT  8TBEET,  HBAB  BBOAiyWAT. 

He  rrfere  to 
Dr.  John  Watson,  Dr.  J.  J.  Crank, 

Dr.  Van  Buren,  Dr.  D.  L  Roobbs^ 

Dr.  MsroALFi^  Dr.  Bulklbt. 

My  1. 1868. 

M ANUFAOTURBBS  Ot 

guBoioAL  nrsiBinaam(  ahd  obthopbdical  xaqhubs, 

TBTT88E8,  BAVDAOB,  to., 

OF  SYEST  8IZB  AND  DX8GSIPTI0N. 

!!••  M   CKATHAM  STBEET   (94   Fl«#»),  VTBW  T#BK. 

An  kindi  of  I]iilnmMint^*Tbok,  and  Betaiora,  made,  repaired,  and  groimd,  at  Oio  iboitflat  noCloak  aad 

tntlMbaatmaiiiMr. 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  October,  1853,  and  continue  until  the 
'  1st  of  March,  1854. 

;  HORACE  GBEEir,  IL  D., 

President  of  the  FacuUy^  and  Profes^&r  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  No,  12 

Clinton  Place, 

EDWUr  HAKILTOir  DATIS,  M.  S., 

Prqfeeeor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  No,  189  Fwrtfi  Avenve, 

B.  FOEDTCE  BABKER,  M.  D., 

Prqfessor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseasea  of  Women  and  Children,  No,  22  West  Eleventh  St, 

E.  OGDEH  DOEEMUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  qf  Chemistry,  No.  70  Union  Place, 

J.  M.  CAENOCHAK,  IL  D., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  qf  Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology,  No,  766 
I  Broadway, 


I  EDHUHD  R.  PEASLEE,  M.  D., 

I  Professor  qf  General,  Deseriptite  and  Microscopical  Anatomy. 

EDWAED  H.  PAEEEE,  H.  S., 

I  Prqfe»tor  (f  Phytidogy  and  Paihology. 

I  JOEL  PABKEB,  LL.  D., 

f  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

I  D.  S.  CON AHT,  M.  D.. 

Demonstrator  qf  A  natomy. 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  Ist  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  oissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 


FB  B  S. 

Matriculation,  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5 ;  the  full  course,  $105 ;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

a.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New  rorh  Medical  College,  { 

East  Thirteenth  J^reet,  near  Broadway.  ) 


o 


PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 


ZTBTir  TO&K. 


The  Forty-seventh  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1853,  and  continue  till  Thursdoy,  March  12,  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  sub-graduate  couwe,  a  preliminary  course  wiU  commence  on  Monday, 
September  80,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

ALEXABSEB  H.  STEVEHS,  H.  D.,  LL.  D., 

President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Cluneal  Sar^er3% 

JOSEPH  MATHEB  SMITH,  H.  D.. 

Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TOBBST,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Pi-of.  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

BOBEBT  WATTS,  U.  D., 

Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

WILLABD  FABKEB,  H.  D., 

Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Sui'gical  Anatom^^. 

CHAHDLEB  B.  OILMAH,  M.  D, 

Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLABK,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Physiolog}'  and  Pathology. 

ELISHA  BABTLETT,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

jrOHH  A.  UDELL,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYBE,  H.  D., 

Pros,  of  Surgery. 

JAKES  KHOZ, 

Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  former  yeai's.  The  Disi^ectiug  Room 
will  be  opened  early,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  material. 

Matriculation  Fee,  $5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lecture:}  by  all  the  Pro- 
fessors, $105 ;  but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the  tickets  during 
one  Session-     Graduation  Fee,  |25. 

Board,  average  ^3  per  weet. 

For  further  infonnation  apply  to 

Sept,  1853. 


R.  WATTS,  M.  D.,  Dean, 


fmar-: 


$2  a  Year,  in  Advance. Single  Copies,  181  cento. 


!  Ho.  5.  VO&.  IXZ. 

t 

NEW  YORK     '  j 

»  I 

MEDICAL  TIMES. 


H.  D.  BULK  LEY,  M.  D., 

PHYSICIAN   TO  NEW    TORK    HOSPITAL,  ETC.,   ET<\, 
ET>ITOR   AND    PROPKTKTOR. 

CONTENTS. 

VMiF.  FaOB 

Original  ComnmnicatioM.  ^„^j^,  ^^^^  .,^  ^^^  ^,^j^  ^^  „  ^^.^^_ 

taot  of  Lead  Disease,  by  IL  8^  8wi(L  M.  D.<t  .  1-lj  neiive,  Ho«p{tat  Cochin,    Paris,   by  W.  G. 

Ilrtty  Alvino   EvBCuatlons,  by  W.  L.  Well*,  Johnston,  M.D., 172 

IfD  153 

Bljl>tic  Balsam,  by  James  Warren,  M.  D.,    .  158  BiUiograpllical  Notioefl. 

HAsnital  Smiortfl  Diickler*8  Etiolofry,  Pnthology,  and  Trealment 

AVBfp  «t  «^ipv  I..  ^^  Flbro-bronchitls  and  Rheumnlic  Pneumo- 

York  Hospital, 158       ^jj^ 176 

Frooeedisgs  of  Societies.  loiwrence'a  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,     178 


York  Academy  of  Medicine,     •••  1«3  I  „,.-,:.,      ,         ,  .on 

York  Medical  Association,     ...  l«4    Extracts  from  Foreign  Journals,                •       •  !52 

TorK  wc                            ,                                     Domestic  Intelligence, 182 

_^                                       Varia,    ; 184 

|brre»«p<)nd*>nce, !.>«    Obitnnry  Notices, 184 


FEBRUARY,    1854. 


PUBUSHED  MONTHLY, 

AND   FOR   BAI.B    BY 

9.  8.  &    W-  WOOD,  261  PEARL  ST.;  G.  &.  H.  MILLER,  646  BROADWAY. 

1854. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Tlio  Lectures  in  tliis  dopartmont  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  17tli 
v(  October,  and  terminate  on  the  lai^t  day  of  February. 

VALENTIVE  MOTT,  H.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Emoritu?*  Profoi*sor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-Presidenl 

of  the  Faculty. 

MAETTH  PAINE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

OUNNIHG  8.  BEDFOBD,  M.  D., 

Profeiiijor  of  0b:*tetric8,  tbe  Disejtscs  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clini- 
cal Midwifery. 

JOHV  W.  DRAFEE,  M.  D., 

Profes-sor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ALFRED  C.  POST,  M.  D., 

Prof&'wor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Surgical  and 
Pathological  1  Anatomy. 

WnilAK  H.  VAH  BUBEN,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

JOHN  A.  8WETI,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

^  WILLIAM  DABUNO,  M.  I) , 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

OEOBOE  A  PETEBS,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  KOTT,  K.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Sutgery. 

JOHN  W.  DBAPEB,  M.  D., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  Fees  for  the  Lectures  is  $  1 06.  Matriculation,  $5.  Graduatiou, 
130.  The  dissecting  room  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Fee  $6.  There 
vill  be  five  Cliniques  every  week.     Board  from  $2  60  to  $3  per  week. 

Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Professor  Draper,  President  of  the  Metli- 
ta  Faculty,  University,  New  York. 


TO     THE 

MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


The  Subscriber,  baying  relinqnished  the  practiee  of  Medioine,  intends  devot- 
ing bis  time  and  attention  to  tbe 

PRACTICAL  DETAILS  OF  PHARMACY. 

He  would  respectftilly  inform  bis  Medical  brethren  that  be  bas  purchased  tbe 

store 

No.   809   BROADWAY, 

lately  occupied  by  George  D.  Coffgeeball,  and  that  be  will  there  carry  on  the 

Dusiness  of  an 

APOTHECARY, 

in  connection  with  bis  old-established  stand, 
ZO-^.    6    ISC 


and  bopes  ibat»  with  capable  assistants  and  strict  attention,  be  will  merit  and 
reeeiTe  a  continuance  oi  the  fayors  be  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  best 
possible  quality,  and  accurately  dispensed.  

WK.  J.  OLUFFB, 

yo,  6  Bowery  and  809  Broadway^  near  lUh  Street,  Jfew  York, 
January,  1864. 

JUST   PUBLISHED, 
BT   SAMUEIi  8.  &  WILLIAM  WOOD, 

A  TREATISE  ON  YENEREAL  DISEASES. 

By  Ji.  VmJUi  iBE  €iaSSIS09 

WITH  COLOBED  PLATES, 

Truuilated  and  Edited  by  OEOBGE  0.  BLACKXAV,  X.  D. 


XANTTFACTURXBS  OF 

susaioAL  nrsxamiEHTS  ahs  obthopedical  xachihes, 

TBU8BE8,  BAEDAOES,  ftd 

OF  EYEST  8IZE  AND  DE8GBIFTI0N. 

!€••  58  CHATHAM  STREET   (9d   Flo«r),  NKW  T^BK. 

All  Unds  of  Ingtromento,  Tooto,  and  Scteon,  made,  repdred,  and  ground,  at  th«  ahortost  noUcei  and 

Id  tbe  beat  maimer. 


MR.  E.  S.  FRANKS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Sum  62  Bowery,  3  doon  from  the  Bowery  Theatre,  H.  T. 

iMtmtr  OB  Ihe  iiiatomr  ud  Pkjiiologj  of  tb  Huau  Efe,  ud  ti 
(he  Uu  ud  Abnu  of  Ipeetaelei. 

SraoTAOLK  Maub  to  au.  toe  Hospitals  aicd  iNUBXABm  fok  Duxasu  or  thb  Etx 
nr  THE  Crrr  asd  Stats  or  Nxw  York. 

ly  An  J  Spsotsolss  pnrohssed  from  Mr.  F.  will  be  ezefaaaged  for  others^  firee 
of  fiirther  oosti  if  not  spprored  oil  He  also  fits  GUums  into  psrtiesr  own  Speetade 
nramss. 


A^asting  spsetscles  to  Tinon  requires  n^eat  judgment  on  the  pert  of  tfaa 
optieisn.  Manj  sights  are  injured,  some  totally  lost^  for  want  of  this.'  We^  tha 
muderrigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importsnce  to  the  pnUie  to  hare  good  spee- 
ftaeles  and  aoeoratel  j  applied.  Mr.  n«nks  delirered  an  interesting  and  instmetiTtt 
pnblie  lecture  on  the  subject  in  the  Society  Library,  Broadway,  on  Not.  29, 186QL 
H6  is  well  acquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  recommend  him  as  a  rery 
competent  practical  optician. 

GEORGE  WILKES,  M.  D.,  28  Laight  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary;  97  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M  D.,  21  West  Eleyenth  street^ 

Consulting  Surgeoti  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Infirmaiy. 

T.  M  HAIflTED,  M  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street, 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary. 

DAVID  Ll  ROGERS,  BL  D.,  110  Bleecker  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  E|ye. 

M  STEPHENSON,  M.  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street, 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyyesant  itreet 

WM.  DARLING,  M.  D., 

Anatomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  Uniyersity  Medical  College. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M  D.,  114  Fourth  avenue,  ^ 

Late  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D.,  48  Bleecker  street, 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

JOHN  G.  ADAMS^  M  D.,  47  Amity  street, 

Late  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

W.  B.  PARKINSON,  VL  D..  21  Frankfort  street, 

House  Physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary. 

H.  WEEKS  BROWN,  M.  D.,  88  Macdougal  street, 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  E.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lecturer,  has  paid  unusual  attention  to 

the  subject^  and  is  a  clever  optician. 

W.  C.  WALLACE;  M  D.,  286  Fourth  street 
Nmo  York,  Nov,  80,  1850. 


I^mmtatt  Itntal  fife  Insiirana  Comptij, 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
Local  Offloe— V08. 14  and  16  Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  Kew  Tork. 


PROF.  B.  SILLTMAN,  Senior,  Frendmt, 
Pbof.  Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D.,  Vtce-Pretident, 
Bknj.  Nona,  Secretary.  John  W.  Frrcn,  TVeaturer. 

Local  Tru9^ee9^^vw  York— Samukl  Lekds,  Jebse  W.  Benedict.    Brooklya— 
Ctbub  p.  Smith,  Ichabod  &  Spencer. 
Local    Q^ctfr«— Actuary— Perlet   T>,  Wiiitmobe. 
Medical  Examiner— H.  D.  Bulkut,  M.  D. 
JExaminatioM  Daily  at  Ihe  Office^  from  1  to  2  o'clock  ;  and  at  No,  48  BUeeker 
9treetf  after  4  o'clock,  P.  M, 


ACTUAL  CASH  SXTSPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  Conitanily  Increasing, 


The  first  Company  to  comply  with  the  late  law  of  New  York,  which  requires 
Life  Insurance  Companies,  not  organized  under  the  laws  of  said  State,  to  deposit 
$100,000,  in  specified  securities^  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  by 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  sudi  Company  is  oreaniced,  as  a  pre-reqmsite  for 
snoh  Company  transacting  business  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

OKRTIFIOATB  OF  AUTHOBITT. 

State  of  New  York,  Comptroller's  Ofhce,  ) 
Alhany,  Oct.  10,  1858.  f 

Whereas^  Satisfactory  eridence  has  been  furnished  to  me,  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore^  of  New  York  d^  and  county,  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  life  Insurance  Company,  being  an  Insurance  Company 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Connecticut; 

And  whereas^  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  State, 
under  his  hand  and  officisJ  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
inoorporation  of  life  and  Health  Insurance  Companies,  and  in  relation  to  Agencies 
of  such  Companies,"  passed  June  24^  1858,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Section* 
paMedJulyl8»  1868; 

And  whereas^  A  certified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany, appointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict^  of  New  York  city  and  county,  as  its  attorney 
m  tnls  State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  re<][uired  by  said  ori^nal  Section  14; 

Now,  THEREFORE^  lu  pursuaucc  of  the  proyision  of  the  Acts  foresaid,  I,  *Johii 
C  Wright^  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Perley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  business  of  life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  be  legally  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointment^  and  the  instructions  which  may  oe  giyen 
to  him  b^  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  haye  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  aboye  written. 

[l.  8.]  JOHN  C.  WRIGHT, 

Comptrdler, 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  inyited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Nos.  14  and  16 
Trinity  Buildings  Broadway,  and  receiye  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  and 
information  eoncemine  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

Officb^  Nos.  14  and  16  TRiMrrr  Building. 

P.  D.  WHTTKOBB,  Actuary. 


»E¥  HAVEN  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 

FOR  PRIVATE  INSTRUCTION. 

The  fint  term  wOl  eommenee  tlie  first  week  in  March,  and  dose  the  Urt  <tf 
Jul  J.  The  Moond  will  correspond  with  the  Leetnre  Term  of  the  Medical  Inatito- 
tion  of  Yale  College,  beginning  the  last  week  in  September,  and  continniiig  four 
monthsL 

FBB8. 
To  be  paid  in  adrance.    For  the  Summer  T)fm,  |40;  for  the  Winter  Term, 
10;  for  the  year,  t5a 

JOUTBAI  KnCHT,  H.  IK, 

PreMidmL 

jWAiui  uncvr,  m.  b., 

ImHtuiM  of  Smrgmy, 

CHABLEB  MOOKBly  H.  IK, 

Anatomy  and  Fkydoloffy, 

wan  BMSdv,  &  ik, 

Materia  Mhdica. 

VATHAM  1.  im,  H.  D., 

Midwifery  asid  J)iua$e9  of  JMtdU*. 

WOftTHDIfiTOI  HOOUm,  H.  IK, 

Th/wry  and  JPracHce  ofMedicino  and  Diieatoi  of  CkUdrmk 

PUHT  A*  iSWRT,  1.  D., 

Burgery, 

wnsnusn  cu  MiiiBAftii,  Mi  d*, 

Patholoyy  and  Medici  Juritprudence, 
W.  HooKXB,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  a  G.  Hcbbabd^  M.  D.,  TVaatMner. 

New  Haven,  February  26,  1858. 


Orders  for  Capping  and  Leeching  will  be  promptly  attended  to  by  leaTiag 
word  with  the  sobaoriber, 

J.  G.  SCULLEY, 
Xo.  IS  amut  stsbbt,  hear  broaswat. 

He  refer 9  to 
Dr.  Jonw  Watsov,  Dr.  J.  J.  Csani; 

Dr.  Van  BTmnr,  Dr.  D.  K  Roenu, 

Dr.  MsNUun^  Dr.  Bulklkt. 

July  1, 1858. 


TlM  Kbw  Toik  M mcAL  Tutsi  will  be  pabllahed  on  the  Ist  of  ererj  month.  OofluanBlesr 
ttons  may  he  addraMed  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Bleecker  street.  TSnns,  fS  per  Bnmim,p8drabie  ia 
adrsnoe* 

TenM  •f  UnaMBg  Im  tk«  Kew  T«rk  MMI«al  Vmm. 

OnePsgei $5  00 1  Bseh addiUoDsl inaertioa*     .      .      •»  80 

di  additional  i  - -^  •  ^     -      .    -    -.  . - 


Each  additional  insertion,  .    S50   On»-roarthofaPage,        .      .      •    |L 

One  half  ofa  Pi^e,  .  3  00  |  Each  additional  insertion,     .      .        1  00 

All  Advertisements  for  less  than  thrse  months  most  he  prepaid. 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26tli  of  October,  1853,  and  continue  until  the 
1st  of  March,  1854. 

HOEACE  OREEir,  M.  D., 

PreMent  qf  //*<•  FacuUj/y  and  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine^  No,  12 

Clinton  Place. 

EDWIN  HAMILTOir  DAVIS,  H.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  TlierapeviicSj  No,  189  Fourth  Avenue. 

B.  FOEDTCE  BABKEE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Midioifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  No.  22  West  Eleventh  St. 

B.  OODEN  DOBEMUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  qf  Chemistry,  No.  70  Ifnion  Place. 

J.  M.  CABNOGHAN,  M.  D., 

Prqfessor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  qf  Hurgery  with  Surgical  Pathology,  No.  76« 

Droadway. 

EDMUND  R.  PEASLEE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General,  Descriptiie  and  Microscopical  Anatomy. 

ESWABD  H.  PABKER,  H.  D., 

Prqfessor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

JOEL  PABKEB,  LL.  D., 

Prqfessor  qf  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

D.  8.  COHAHT,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  qf  Anatomy. 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  Ist  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  ofier:^  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Bye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  cussection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 


r  SES. 

Matriculation,  ^5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5 ;  the  full  course,  $105 ;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

Bv  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

B.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  ike  Faculty. 
New  Yorl  Medical  College,  \ 

JS^t  Thirteenth  Street,  near  Broadioay.  f 


J 


1 


OF. 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

XTBW  YO&S. 

llio  Forty -seventh  Session  of  thw  loBtitution  will  commenec  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1853,  and  coniinae  till  Thnrsday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  siib-gradaato  course,  a  preliminary  course  will  connmenco  on  Monday, 
September  30,  and  continue  till  October  14. 

ALEZAHSEE  H.  STEVEHS,  X.  D.,  LL.  D., 

President  of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  HATHEB  SMITH,  X.  D., 

Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHV  TOBBBY,  M.  D.,  LL  D., 

Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

BOBEBT  WATTS,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

WILLABD  PABKEB,  X.  S., 

Prof  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anutomy. 

CHAHDLEB  B.  OILMAH,  H.  D, 

Prof,  of  obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil«b>en. 

ALOHZO  CLABK,  M.  D., 

Profej»8or  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

ELISHA  BABTLETT,  KB.,  i  < 

Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprndence. 

JOHH  A.  UDELL,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Curator  of  the  Collejrc  Moscuni. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYBE,  H.  D., 

Profe.  of  Surgery. 

JAMES  KNOX, 

Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medienl  (.^liuiques  as  in  former  years.  'Hie  Dissecting  Room 
will  be  ojK-ncd  early,  atnl  abundantly  supplied  with  material. 

Matriculation  Fee,  ^5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Pro- 
tcssoi's,  ^105;  but  Students  are  not  required  to  take  ont  all  the  tickets  during 
one  ScPi<ion.     Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Board,  average  ^S  per  week. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

II.   WATTS,  M  D.,  Dean. 

Sept ,  1853. 


( 


a  Year,  in  Advance^  Single  Copiei,  18i  centa. 


To.  €.  VO&.  XZX. 

NEW  YORK 

MEDICAL  TIMES. 


H.  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D., 

PHYSICIAN    TO   HEW   YORK  HOSPITAL,   BTC,   KTC, 
EDITOR   AND   PROPRIKTOR. 

CONTENTS. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAIi  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1 7th 
of  October,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  February. 

VALEHTnrE  MOTT,  K  D.,  LL.  D., 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  ex-President 

of  the  Faculty. 

MABTTH  PAINE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

OUVHIHG  S.  BEDPO&D,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and.  Clini- 
cal Midwifery. 

JOHH  W.  BBAPEE,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

ALFBED  C.  POST,  M.  B., 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Su^cal  and 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

WILLIAM  H.  YAH  BUBEN,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 

JOHH  A  SWETT,  K.  D., 

Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine . 

CHABLE8  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D., 

Demonstrator  of  Anatom}'. 

GEOBOE  A  PETEBS,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

ALEX.  B.  MOTT,  M.  D., 

Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

JOHK  W.  BBAPEB,  M.  B., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  Fees  for  the  Liectures  is  $105.  Matriculation,  Id.  Graduation, 
J30.  The  dissecting  room  will  be  open  from  Oct.  1st,  Fee  $5.  There 
vill  be  five  Cliniques  every  week.     Board  from  $2  60  to  |3  per  week. 

Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Professor  Draper,  President  of  the  Medi- 
ta  Faculty,  University,  New  York. 


A  TBEATISE  ON  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

By  a.  VIDAL  PE  CASSIS), 
Snxseon  of  the  Venereal  Hospital  of  Parlfy  &c«i  &a 

Wm  OOLORBD  FLAna. 

TnutalateA  aad  Edited  by  Oearye  C.  Blackmaiif  n«  9. 

JPVom  tAtf  JhUdin  Quarterlif  Journal  o/MeUcQl  Scienca,  Fsbruatry,  1868. 

"In  cloBing  <mr  obserratioiiB  on  M.  Vidal's  work,  we  beg  to  reoommend  it 
warmly  to  our  readerB»  for  we  regard  it  as  the  moat  eoxaplete  treatiae  in  aaj 
language,  on  the  venereal  diiease ,  and  it  vt,  moreoTer,  illuatrated  withamgolady 
iaithfbl  and  beantiliilly  ezeeated  eolored  drawingi^  Anything  more  tme  to  n*- 
tnre,  in  pathological  illustration,  we  have  never  witnessed;  indeed,  we  would 
consider  them,  in  themselves,  without  the  letter-prees,  as  pioeitively  cheap  for  the 
axInMrdinaiy  low  price  at  which  the  book  is  published." 

Blieiimatiem,  Bhenmatic  Oont,  and  Sciatica; 

Their  Pathology^  Symptoms^  and  Treatment. 

"One  of  the  best  practical  works  of  modem  times.'*— TFtnsIow's  Jnwrnol  of 
Ptychologicol  Medicine, 

A  MANUAL  OF  OBSTETBIC& 

By  THOMAS  F.  COCK,  M.  D^ 
Fhysioian  to  New  York  Iiying-in  Aiylnm,  ftc, 

'*  A  most  cKcellent  compendium  of  midwifery.'' — NeiUorit  American  Lanett, 


PSEPABING  FOR  THE  PRESS, 

Jobert  on  XHseaaee  of  the  Vtenuu 
Johnson  on  IHseases  of  the  Kidneys. 

S.  S.  &  W.  WOOD, 

10  2€l  PmoI 


TO     THE 

MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


The  Subscriber,  having  relinquished  the  practice  of  Medicine,  intendi  derot^ 
ing  his  time  and  attention  to  the 

PRACTICAL  DETAILS  OF  PHARMACY. 
He  would  respectfully  inform  his  Medical  brethren  that  he  has  purelisMd  the 

store 

No.   809   BROADWAYi 

lately  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeshall,  and  that  he  vill  there  cany  on  the 

business  of  an 

AP  OTHEO AR Y, 

in  connection  with  his  old-established  stand, 

saro.  6  33C 


and  hopes  that,  with  capable  assistants  aod  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  tad 
ft' '  *       ' 


receiye  a  continuance  or  the  fayors  he  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  conf ' 
possible  quality,  and  accurately  dispensed, 


The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  thsUit 
dii 


WX.  J.  OLUFFE, 

JVb.  6  Bowery  and  809  Broadwoif,  near  lUh  Street,  Nem  Tort 
January,  1854. 

JUST   PUBLISHED, 
BY   SAMUEI.   8.  &  WILLIAM   WOOD, 

A  TREATISE  ON  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

WITH  COLOBED  PLATES, 

Translated  a&d  Edited  by  OEOEOB  C.  BLAOEIKAV,  X.  D. 


^   c49  XCCBEtXaZIZl^ 

XANTJFACTUSJEBfl  OF 

SUEQIOAL  nrSXETTMBHTS  AHD  OETHOPEDICAL  XACHIIBi, 
IEVSSE8,  BAVDA0E8,  fta, 

OF  EVEEY  8IZE  AND  DESOBIPTION. 
K«,  n  CHATKAIV  STREET   <9d   FlMr),  IfBW  TOBK. 

AD  klade  oflnftnimenti^  T^]^  ind  SdHor^  made,  MpdNd,  iDd  gK^d^ 

IntbebMtmttUMr. 


MR.  E.  S.  FRANKS, 

SPECTACLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Store  52  Bowery,  3  doors  from  the  Bowery  Theatre,  N.  T. 

Lectuei  oa  the  Anatom7  ^nd  Physiolosj  of  the  Human  Efe,  and  on 
the  Use  and  ibnse   of  Speetaeles. 

Sfictaclx  Maker  to  all  the  Hospitals  and  Infibmawks  foe  Diseases  of  tee  Ets 
IN  the  Citt  and  State  of  X^^bw  Tobk. 

yg^Any  Spectacles  purchased  from  Mr.  F.  will  be  exchanged  for  others^  free 
of  iiirther  cost^  if  not  approved  oil  He  also  fits  Glasses  into  parties*  own  Spectacle 
Frames 


«^^^|^^/^/s^^^>/^/v^^.<»^%^^>^<^>^i^^^^^^^^^^^^^«^<» 


Adjusting  spectacles  to  vision  requires  great  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
optician.  Many  sights  are  injured,  some  totally  lost^  for  want  of  this.  We,  the 
undersigned,  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance'  to  the  public  to  have  good  spee- 
taeles and  accurately  applied.  Mr.  Franks  delivered  an  interesting  and  instructive 
public  lecture  on  the  subject  in  the  Society  Library,  Broadway,  on  Nov.  29,  1850. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  science.  Therefore  we  recommend  him  as  a  very 
competent  practical  optician. 

GEORGE  WILEE9^  M.  D.,  28  Laight  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  Kew  York  Eye  Infirmary;  9V  Mercer  street 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M  D.,  21  West  Eleventh  street, 

Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Eye  Infirmary. 

T.  M  HALSTED,  M  D.,  1  West  Fourteenth  street^ 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary. 

DAVID  II  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  110  Bleecker  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

M.  STEPHENSON,  M.  D.,  167  East  Fourteenth  street^ 

Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  6  Stuyvesant  street 

WM.  DARLING,  M.  D., 

Anatomical  Demonstrator  of  the  New  York  Uniyersify  Medical  College. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  114  Fourth  avenue, 

Late  President  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,  M  D.,  48  Bleecker  street^ 

Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Sldn. 

JOHN  G.  ADAMS^  M.  D.,  47  Amity  street^ 

Late  Secretary  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  MedicLne. 

W.  B.  PARKINSON,  M  D.,  21  Frankfort  street^ 

House  Physician  to  the  Now  York  City  Dispensary. 

H.  WEEKS  BROW^,  M.  D,  83  Maodougal  street^ 

Attending  Physician  to  the  New  York  Northern  Dispensary. 

Mr.  E.  Skott  Franks  is  an  agreeable  lecturer,  has  paid  unusual  attentioii  to 

tlie  iubjeet^  and  is  a  clever  optician. 

W.  C.  WALLACE^  M.  D.,  286  Fourth  street 
Jfyw  Tori,  Nov.  80,  1860. 


^mmtau  Itutual  f  ifo  $\mxMtt  Cornpnj, 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
LooftlOffloe— Hof.  14  and  16  Trinity  Buflding,  Broftdwaji  Vew  Tork. 


PBOF.  B.  BILLIMAK,  Besior,  Pruidstd. 
Pbof.  Jonatbax  Knigbt,  1L  D^  Fiee-Pran(iflnt 
Bmj.  Kom,  Secretary.  Johh  W.  Fnca,  TVwuurwr. 

Loetd  7\ru$Ue» — New  York^SAMUEL  Lrds,  Jnn  W.  BcNSDior.    Brookljn^ 
Ctrto  p.  Smtib,  Iobabod  &  SporoEi. 
Local    Oficeri^ActcuLrj — ^Pkruct   D,  WflRif on. 
Medical  EKammer— H.  D.  Buuklbt,  1L  D. 
AMmtiM^uMM  2>aft/W  at  the  Ofiee,  frmn  1  to 2 o^doeh;  aandal^o.iZ SUeektr 
itreet,  after  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


ACTUAL  OA8B  SUBPI^US,  $130,649  62, 

^ful  Ootuiantlff  Inereoiing. 


Tub  first  Cempany  to  comply  with  the  late  law  of  Kew  Toric,  which  reqnirei 
life  Insurance  Companiea^  not  organised  under  the  laws  of  said  State^  to  deposit 
$100,000,  in  specified  seenrities^  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  Stite  by 
or  onder  the  laws  of  which  such  Company  is  organiaedf  as  a  pra-reqniiite  isr 
moh  Conpaay  trassaeting  bosineas  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

CKBTIFICATB  OF  A17THOBITT. 

State  or  Kxw  Yobk,  Comttrollie's  Omx, ) 
Albany,  Oct.  10^  1808.  f 

Whbbbas,  Satisfactory  aTidence  has  been  furnished  to  me.  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore,  of  New  York  city  and  county,  has  been  dnly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  life  Iniurance  Company,  being  an  Insurance  Company 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 

Ahd  whxbbas,  It  appears  from  Uie  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  States 
under  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  *'  An  Act  to  proyide  lor  the 
incorporation  of  Life  and  Health  Insurance  Companies,  and  in  relation  to  Aseneies 
of  sDch  Companies,"  passed  June  24»  1858,  and  an  Act  amending  said  SeetioOi 
paasedJuly  18,  1858; 

And  WBZBXA8,  A  certified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany, appointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict^  of  New  York  city  and  counter,  as  its  attorney 
in  this  State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  re<}uired  by  said  original  SectioB  14; 

Now,  TBXRKFOsi,  In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  foresaid,  I,  John 
C  Wright,  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  thessid 
Perley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  tranasot 
the  business  of  life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  be  legally  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointment^  and  the  instructions  which  may  oe  giTea 
to  him  by  the  said  Company. 

Jn  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  sesl 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  aboye  written. 

[ua.]  JOHN  C.  WEIGHT, 

UotiyttroUer* 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  inyited  to  call  at  the  Office,  No&  14  and  16 
Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  and  receiye  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Bepor^  sad 
information  conoernioff  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

Omoi^  Nos.  14  and  16  Trutitt  Buildiho. 

P.  D.  WHUMOBE,  Aetotfy. 


AxuaomxiAL  asd  pathological  models. 


Mmonl  J.  G.  ^  p.  Hyatt  respectfally  infonn  the  Medical  profeMion  tiiai 
they  have  recently  imported  from  Paris^  a  large  Collection  of  Anatonucal 
Models,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.  Their  Collection 
now  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz : — ^Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  high, 
showing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  impor- 
tant j^arts ;  7  Uteii,  showing  progress  of  testation :  Eye  of  laxge  dimensionSy 
showmg  82  objects ;  Heart  of  a  ibatas  o7  hnge  dimenttons,  showmg  61  ob- 
jects; Brain  in  12  halves,  showing  120  oljects ;  larynx  with  bronchi;  Prepa- 
ration of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Heifid  showing  the  artenes, 
▼eins  and  nerves;  Head  articulated  with  brass ;  Adnlt  Jaws  with  the  arteries, 
vdns  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  Intemal  Ear;  FoBtal  Heads  at  ML  time;  Preparation  of  the  6th 
pair  of  nerves ;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  Maxillaiy  artery ;  Jaws  of  children, 
showing  dentition;  Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Intmal  Ear;  do.  with 
Middle  Ear ;  Separated  or  iKsartionlated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepsied  with  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Bookskin  Manikins,  &c.,  &o.; 
together  with  iho  complete  Collection  of  the  Thiberi  Museum  of  Paris,  coo- 
aSang  of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopie  Anatomy ;  in  all  about  2000 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  wUl  be  re- 
ceived, and  ready  for  inufpoBticm  in  Jane,  difEsring  entirely  from  those  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  &c.,  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  &  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.    Letters  of  inquiiy,  6r  soHeiting  information,  must  be 


Momfeers  fff  fko  nianuumitioftl  Bodtly  ef  Oiwt  Britaiiif 

(late  basskit) 

OHBMI8TS    AND    DRUGQISTS, 

81  Bleccker  Street,  4  Arnmu  west  mi  Bf»a4war, 

NSW  TORK. 


6  raDooicMSNiiJunaBiB. 

icfta  and  Nttkmal,  a$  mtick  needed  :  and  slionkl  not  tlik  noble  wonk  h&mi 
mcensikU  in  oar  iwhool-dittrictB  as  Webster  f-^aoROB  W.  Sjoib,  <^  m 
JSdueatkMdl  Cbnvintiem  at  Whittplaim,  April  20, 1852. 

82.  '^It  diaeoeaes  irith  ^oo4  erideal  judgment  all  the  topics  usually  em 
braced  in  a  work  on  English  grftmniar,  an<^  moreover,  introduces  some  new 
and  important  ^ta  and  principles.  Its  examples  of  ^roneous  gramnuir  an 
also  ver)^  full,  and  happily  illustrate  the  principles  discussed.  A  gramaaav  of 
this  siae  and  cost  cannot  be  readily  introduced  as  a  t«xt-book  into  <mr  com' 
mon  schools.  It  might  be  used  by  the  higher  classes  in  onr  academiea  md 
norma]  schools.  And  we  think  that  every  teacher  of  grammar  would  find 
this  work  a  thetaurui  to  which  on  doubUfbl  questions  he  might  rafer  with  proift 
to  himself  and  his  classes.  This  work  may  be  said  to  sustain  the  same  rab- 
tion  to  other  gmmmars  of  the  English  language  that  Webster's  Unabridged 
Diationary  does  to  other  dicdonaries,  and  is  perhaps  nearly  or  quite  n  naeei- 
sary  as  a  work  of  reference  in  the  school-room  for  the  teacher  and  die  more 
advanced  scholars.  And  your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  book  ba 
procured  by  the  several  towns  or  districts  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  that 
one  copy  be  kept  ibr  general  use  in  each  school.  We  think  the  book  meriia 
this  distinction  and  place." — Report  of  the  Committee  on  Education  to  Um 
Mouse  of  BepreeenthtiveSf  Manachusettf^  April  20,  1852. 

83.  ^  All  that  has  been  said  worthy  of  reoord,  on  the  orthograph j,  e^not 
ogy,  syntax,  and  prosody  of  the  English  language,  is  here  methodicallj  ar- 
ranged and  amply  illustrated.  *  ^  *  tn  the  historical  and  critical  introdim* 
tion,  much  knowledge  and  ingenuity  are  dii^played,  and  all  parts  of  the  voliima  , 
attest  the  author^s  learning  and  diligence.  *  t  *  We  congratulate  the  aatibor 
on  the  completion  of  his  work,  which  is  a  monument  of  industry  and  research 
and  which  will  be  a  standard  book  of  reference  on  the  subject  of  whSdi  it 
treats.  The  introductory  dissertations  on  the  Science  of  Grammar,  the  Powei 
of  Language,  the  Origin,  History,  and  Changes  of  tlie  English  Laognagi^  mid 
other  ftubJHcts,  contain  much  that  will  interest  the  general  reader,  Mnle  mem^ 
hers  of  the  scholastic  profession  will  find  Mr.  Brown's  book  a  stordiOQae  ef 
important  and  curious  infonnation.^* — The  London  Literary  Gceette,  mti 
Journal  of  Bdlee-Lettres^  Science  and  Arte^  April  24,  1852. 

34.  **This  volume  must  be  for  ail  future  tTme,  at  least,  such  we  tfaiakft 
ought  to  be  considered,  judging  from  the  laborious  pains,  the  unwearied  va- 
search,  and  the  enormous  amount  of  grammatical  knowledge  h&rfi  aociiani*> 
lated." — M^'Mok'iiCt  American  Courier^  Philadelphia, 

35.  •*  At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  Lynn,  held  May  18,  IMS, 
the  following  order,  introduced  by  Mr.  Ilaines,  was  passed  : — 

***  Ordertd,  That  the  School  Committee  authorize  Goold  Bnowtfa  Gnat- 
mar  of  English  Gmmmars  to  be  placed  in  each  of  the  Grammar  Schooh^  iitd 
in  the  High  Schools,  for  the  benefit  of  the  scholars  and  teachen ;  and'  &aft 
the  expense  of  the  same  be  paid  by  the  city.* 

**  Theodohk  Atwill,  Secretarr • 

36.  *'  A  copious  cycloi^edia  of  English  Grammar,  designed  for  the  gmaltoa 
of  teachers,  and  the  instruction  of  advanced  students.     More  than  three  lni 
dred  writers  on  the  subject  have  been  consulted,  and  the  opinions  of  tUd  nit 
important  of  them  are  cited  upon  every  debatable  point.     This  fentpre  i 
ders  the  work  a  sort  of  library  of  grammarians,  and  will  giv^  itjgreaf  ri 
in  the  estimation  of  scholars  generally." — New  York  CammerdikfM9tSH^ft^: 

37.  ''The  Grammar  of  English  Gh^mmars,  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Lftk^  linf- 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
I        will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  October,  1863,  and  continue  until  the 
1st  of  March,  1854. 

I  HOBAGE  GBEEBT,  H.  D., 

I  Pr$nd4ni  of  the  Faculty ^  and  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  PracHee  of  Medicine,  No.  12 

ClirUon  Place, 

I  EDWIN  HAMILTON  DAVIS,  M.  D., 

[  Pr<jfe*tor  qf  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutic;  No.  189  Fovrth  Avenut. 

I  B.  FOBDTCE  BAEKEE,  M.  D., 

Prcfettor  of  Midwifery  and  DUeatt  of  Women  and  ChUdi-en,  No.  22  West  Eleeenth  St. 

B.  OODEN  DOEEKUS,  M.  B., 

Professor  of  Chemistry,  No,  70  (Tnion  Place. 

J.  M.  CAENOCHAH,  M.  B.. 

Pnfeetor  of  the  PrindpUi  and  Operation!  of  Surgery  with  Surgical  Patlialngy,  No.  764 


!  EBMVHB  E.  FEASLEE,  M.  B., 

I  Profeuor  tf  General,  Deicriptiu  and  Microtcopieal  Anatomy. 

I  EBWAEB  H.  BAEKEE,  K.  B., 

j  Prcfeteor  of  Phytiology  and  Pathology. 

I  JOEL  PAEKEE,  LL.  B., 

Pnfsssor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

B.  S.  COHANT.  H.  B., 

I  Demonstralor  of  Anatomy. 


A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

—  '•••' 

r  B  B  s. 

Matriculation,  $5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5;  the  full  course,  (105;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
Neie  Torh  Medical  CoUege,  \ 

East  ThvrteerUh  Street,  near  Broadway,  f 


I^meruati  Itntual  fife  Insurana  Compnj, 

HEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
LoetlOffloe— Hof.  14  ud  16  IMiiity  Bnildiiig,  Broadwaji  Hew  Tark. 


PROF.  B.  8ILLIMAN.  Beaior,  Pre^idmd, 
Tmow,  Jonatban  SifioBr,  M.  IX,  Vice-Frendmi, 
Biif  J.  KoTB,  Secretary.  John  W.  Fitob,  TWoMrvr. 

Local  TrutUe*^'Svw  York— Samucl  Lkkd0,  Jntc  W.  Bxnidiot.    Brooklyn* 

CtEUB  p.  SlOTH,  ICBABOD  S.  SpBTOSB. 

Local    Oficen^Actauj — ^Pkruet   D.  WRmcoiB. 
Medical  EEami&er— H.  D.  Bulklkt,  K.  D. 
JbiaminaHoni  Dailj  at  the  Ogiee,  from  lto% o'clock;  at%daiJ^o.iZ BUeektr 
otreet,  after  4  o'clock,  f.  M. 


ACTUAL  OA8B  B0BPZ.U8»  %\ZOfi4B  62, 

And  ConaiemiUif  Inereanng, 


Tta  first  Companj  to  comply  with  the  late  law  of  Kew  York,  which  requM 
life  Inanrance  Companiei^  not  organized  tinder  the  laws  of  said  State,  to  deposit 
$100,000,  in  specified  secaritieSk  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  hf 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  inch  Company  is  orsraniied,  o»  a  pra>reqiiittte£or 
meh  Company  tnmaaoting  bosinees  in  the  State  of  Kew  York, 

GKSTIFICATB  OF  A17THOBITT. 

Stats  or  Nkw  York,  GoMFraoLLxa's  Oima^ ) 
Albany,  Oct.  10^  185S.  f 

WHsasAS,  Satisfactory  aridance  has  been  furnished  to  me.  that  Perlej  D. 
Whitmore,  of  Kew  York  city  and  county,  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  life  Insurance  Company,  being  an  Insuraaoe  Comptny 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Cozmecticut ; 

And  whxrca%  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  TVeasnrer  of  said  Stite^ 
nnder  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  *'  An  Act  to  proride  for  the 
incorporation  of  life  and  Health  Insurauce  Companies,  and  in  relation  to  Ageneisi 
of  such  Companies,"  passed  June  24^  1853,  and  an  Act  amending  said  SeeCioii, 
passed  July  18,  1858; 

Aim  WBVRiAB,  A  oertified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Oom- 
pany,  appointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict,  of  New  York  city  and  counter,  as  its  attorney 
in  tnis  (State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  required  by  said  original  Section  U; 

Now,  THKaxroB]^  In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  Uie  Acts  lobresaid,  I,  John 
C.  Wright,  Comptroller  of  the  SUte  of  Kew  York,  do  hereby  oertily  that  thessid 
Perley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  business  of  Life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  l!e  lenUy  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointment,  and  the  instructions  which  may  De  givea 
to  him  by  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[L.  a]  JOHN  C.  WRIGHT, 

Oon^roUir, 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Nosl  14  and  16 
TMnity  Building,  Broadway,  and  receive  copies  of  the  last  Annual  RsfMNr^  wA 
information  eonoerninff  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

OmoE,  Nos.  14  and  16  Tunitt  Bueldiiig. 

P.  D.  WEUXOBBi  Aetnary. 


AVATOmCAL  ASD  PATHOLOGICAL  HODEU. 


,  J.  G.  &  D.  Hyatt  respectfully  infonn  the  Medical  profefltton  tiiai 
they  liaye  recently  imported  from  Parts,  a  lan?e  Collection  of  Anatonucal 
Models,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.  Their  Collection 
now  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz :— Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  higfa» 
ahowing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  showing  all  the  ia^r- 
tant  parts ;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  ffestation :  Eye  of  luge  dimsnsioBs, 
showing  89  objects ;  Heart  ox  a  ftetiis  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; Srain  in  19  halves,  showing  190  objects;  Iiurynx  with  bronchi;  Prejpa- 
lation  of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showing  the  arteries, 
▼eins  and  nerves ;  Head  articnlated  with  brass ;  Adolt  Jaws  with  the  arteries, 
▼eins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showing  various  parts,  with  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  Internal  Ear;  Festal  Heads  at  fVul  time;  Preparation  of  the  5th 
pair  of  nerves;  Preparation  of  the  Intenial  Mazlllaiy  artery;  Jaws  of  children, 
■howinff  dentition;  Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Internal  Ear;  do.  with 
Middle  Ear ;  Separated  or  Disnrtienlated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  with  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Bnokskin  Manikins,  dtc^  &c,; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  Thibert  Museum  of  Paris,  con- 
sirtinff  of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy ;  in  all  about  9000 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  will  be  re- 
eeived,  and  ready  for  InopeBtlon  in  June,  dtfifining  entirely  from  those  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  &c^  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  Sl  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  Letters  of  inquiry,  6r  soliciting  information,  must  be 
post-paid. 


■ambers  ffftke  nummumtleil  Booiely  ef  Oiwt  Brttaiiii 

(late  babsktt) 

OHSMZ8TS    AND    DRUGQISTS, 

81  Bleecker  Btreei,  4  «••»  west  •£  Bf^aJwajt 


MSW  TOKK. 


SEW  HATEN  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

FOR  PRZVATB  INSTRUOTION. 

Th0  fint  i«nii  will  oommened  the  fint  week  in  Mareh,  and  doM  the  lasi  of 
July.  The  seoond  will  correepond  with  the  Leetnre  Term  of  the  Medieel  Inftita- 
tion  of  Yale  College,  beginning  the  last  week  in  September,  and  oontiAoiag  fov 
months, 

FBB8. 
To  be  paid  in  adranoe.    For  the  Sommer  Term,  |40;  for  the  Winter  Temi, 
10;  for  the  year,  $60. 


jrOIATHAI  OlfiBT,  M.  D., 

Pre9idenL 

JOVATBAH  UlfiVT,  H.  D., 

IfuHttUet  of  Bwrgtry, 

CBABLES  HOOKB,  E.  D., 

Anaiomy  and  Phynolog^ 

HSRT  MMflOV,  H.  D., 

MittentL  MedieiL 

HATHA!  B.  I¥EB,  1.  D., 

MUmiftfry  imd  J)%ma$e*  of  FmaUL 

wwrnnrcTov  hooseb,  ■•  n^ 

Tkeorif  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Dieeatei  of  Children, 

PLDTT  A.  nWBVlj  M»  IK, 

Bwrgerff, 

nsnmr  cu  hubbarii,  h.  d.. 

Pathology  and  Medical  Jurxtprndmce, 
W.  Hoozn,  li.  D.,  Secretary.  &  O.  Hubbabd,  M.  D.,  l\reantrer. 

New  JBaeen,  February  25,  18M. 

ovmsra  aitd  LBBonnra. 

Ordera  for  Gapping  and  Leeching  will  be  promptlj  attended  to  hj  leaTiag 
word  with  the  enbseriber, 

J.  G.  SCULLEY, 
Ho.  18  AHTTT  STREET,  HEAR  BBOARWAT. 

He  refer  9  to 
Dr.  JoBR  Watboh,  Dr.  J.  J.  Grair^ 

Dr.  Van  Buuar,  /  Dr.  D.  L.  Roon^ 

Dr.  Hbtgalfi^  Dr.  Bulklkt. 

July  1, 1868. 

the  New  Toix  Hsmoal  Timt  will  be  pablldied  on  the  lit  of  erery  month.  Oommnkir 
ttoDB  maj be  addfeMed  to  tha Editor,  No.  43 BtoeckerrtiMt.  Tenni,|S p«r  ■mnmmMgriUD  v 
advanoea 

Teras  f  r  AdTHtlriig  la  the  fftw  Ttifc  MeAeil  Hbm. 
OnePMei 95  00 1  Bicb  ■ddlUonia  InMrtton,    .      .      8*S 


£eebiiddltSoiiallnserttoo«  •  .  8  50  ODe^nrthofeFi^B,  .  .  ,  }» 
One  half  oraPi«e»  .  .  .  3  00 1  Eadi  additional  InMrtioa,  .  .  IM 
All  AdvertlaeaMnu  for  tait  than  three  Bontha  malt  be  prepaid. 


AMEBIGASr 

THE  OBJECT  OF  THIS  INSTITUTE  ISi 

TO  PREPARE  THE  ACTIVE  PRINCIPLES  OF  INDIGENOUS  AJTl) 

FOREIGN  MEDICAL  PLANTO. 


Most  of  the  ftrtieles  which  we  prepare,  are  in  th«  iarm  of  P&iitdert.  This  is  a 
desidntttam  which  has  long  been  felt  both  by  Physicians  and  DrugpstiL  One  ^reat 
Md  prineipal.  objection  to  the  use  of  many  vegetable  remedies  has  been,  that  it  re- 
qaired  such  ki^e  doses  of  the  article,  in  its  crude  state,  to  aecomplish  the  desired 
flffiectk  that  the  bulk  alone  would  defeat  the  entire  purpose  for  which  it  was  adminis- 
tered, by  cumbering  and  distending  the  stomach,  so  that  persons  of  a  weslc  or  delicate 
organ  mive  often  received  more  injury  than  benefit  from  such  drugging. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made,  by  the  preparation  of  tne  various  Eztncts. 
Bat  theae  are  not  without  their  objections.  Though  generally  better  than  the  cinide 
article,  yet  they  are  inconvenient  to  administer,  on  account  of  their  semi-olid  eonais- 
tenoe.  Sfany  of  them,  also,  are  not  reliable,  having  been  prepared  bv  those  who. under- 
stood imperfectly  their  business,  having  destroyed  or  thrown  away  the  active  principle, 
«ad  very  cautiously  bottled  up  thu  «ngar,  starch,  and  estraetive  matters,  dried  down 
to  a  thick  syrup  or  jelly.  That  such  preparations  should  disappoint  tfaa  Physiciati; 
and  lead  him  to  look  with  distrust  upon  the  whole  class  of  Extracts^  is  a  natoral  re- 
sult But  it  is  an  evil  which  is  working  its  own  reform.  We  have  so  far  improved 
npoa  these  principles  that  we  pi'esent  to  our  customers,  the  active  pro{>erties  of  each 
plant)  in  a  stiite.  neitrly  chemically  pure,  getting  nd  of  the  gvm,Baechft»ine,  atrd  Hgne- 
ous  matters,  which  form  the  great  bulk  of  ordinary  m«tdicuMl  powdcia/..  Covntiy 
Physicians)  who  have  to  perform  the  double  office  of  Physician  and  Druggist)  have 
especially  felt  the  need  of  more  certain  and  convenient  preparations,  and  from  them 
we  have  not  been  disappointed  in  our  expectationsi  by  receiving  their  nearty  approval 
•nd  patronage. 

Clonic  Chemistry,  or  the  examination  of  the  active  principles  of  plantS)  i%  as  yet) 
in  a  state  of  comparative  infancy.  There  is  a  large  field  left  unexplored,  inviting  the 
reaearcjies  of  the  chemical  student  for  its  rioh  treasures  and  rare  l>eauties.  So  Sir  as 
the  articles  which  we  prepare  are  concerned,  but  little  attention  has  been  devoted 
to  them,  and  the  only  information  on  them,  is  to  be  found  in  scattered  papers,  in  the 
joamala^  As  a  result  of  this  neglect,  much  time  and  money  have  been  expended  on 
aaeh  article,  by  way  of  experiment,  before  we  could  ascertain  in  what  consisted  the 
active  principle  of  such  article,  and  the  bes^-  mode  of  obtaining  it  But  we  spare  no 
psu]]%  nor  reasonable  expense  to  perfect  every  substance  which  we  prepare^as  well  by 
our  own  efforts  as  by  culling  to  our  aid  chemists^  as  good  as  can  be  procured  in  the 
eovntry. 

Ilie  great  pyramid  of  our  Materia  Medica  has  b<»cn  many  hundreds  of  years  in  pro' 
eeaB  of  erection  ;  yet  no  liberal  minded  man  will  contend  that  the  noble  structure  is 
vet  complete.  That  part  which  is  built  ftom  the  Mineral  Kingdom,  presents  tlie  most 
beautiful  finish,  because  upon  it  there  has  been  the  mon  lobor  bestowed.  But. the 
Vegetable  Kingdom  is  yet  aestined  to  fill  many  a  vacant  niche,  and  furnish  some  comer 
atones  in  this  struoiure.  Our  object  is,  to  lend  a  helping  hand  m  this  prc^essive  work, 
and  present  the  MeJical  Profosaion  with 

RELIABLE,  GOXVElilEN'r  AXD  EFFICIENT  ARTKLEa 

Thsit  the  articles  which  we  manufacture,  possess  all  of  these  quirKties,  we  are  assured 
by  tlie  succetts  which  has  attended  our  efforts^  und  the  many  letters  of  commendation 
aim]  aatisfaction,  which  we  receive  from  those  who  have  used  them.  The  demand  has 
»o  increased  tliat  we  have  had  to  extend  our  facilities  for  inanufacturing,  and  ia  future 
hope  to  be  able  to  answer  all  orders  promptl}-. 

Tbo  following  is  a  list  of  tho  medicines  which  we  offer  for  sale.    Onl^  a  part  of 
tiMsse  Are  officinal,  or  according  to  Uie  United  States  Dispensator}';  but,  belief  in^  thatr. 
tlsey  possess  sufficient  medicinal  virtues  to  entitle  them  to  that  honor,  we  take  Uie 
iibertv  to  present  them  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  and  all  we  ask  is,  that^  OBwe  . 
luawo  Dcen  led  to  extend  our  business,  our  efforts  may  meet  with  a  continued  and  in-  A 
1  approval  from  practicing  Physidana.  tiVi 

^. .. — , .ggw. 


UST  IF  XeTMLES. 


FctPdmrt*  OohtainedfrimL 

kpocyniBf      Apoe5iiiini  Androsamifblnim 
•tlcpiii,         Asclepias  Toberota. 
Mlophjrlliii,  Caulophyllom  Tliilietnidw. 
MoniD,     .  CbelooA  GUbra. 
Tpnpediii,     Q'pnpedtum  Pubescent 

EuoDymas  AmarieiMi'ua. 

Oelsennnom  8emp«nrireB& 

Geranittm  Maoulatiun. 

Ilelouifui  Diuico. 

Hjdi*afttit  Csnadeiisk 


aonymiB, 
^alfeiaiii, 

[elonJD, 

[5'dnuitin, 

Iritmthit, 

llttpiO, 

crbtandrii^ 
obelim 


Menispenain, 
Myricin, 
Podophyllin, 
PhytolftoiB, 

Sang^inariBi 

iScn«ciji, 

Stillin^iD, 

Vibnnn, 

XMntkoxylizif 


*      OkakudfFmL 
Menupennnm  Caniid 
Myriea  Cerifen. 
Podop6yUum  Peltaton. 
PlijtolMoa  DvQudia. 
Rhus  Glabra. 
Bangainaria  Canadi 
Seneeia  Gnu^Uia. 
BtiUtngiASyhralisa. 
YibnfnUm  Oxyaoaooi^ 
Xantkeiylu»  Fttatrnft 


Oil  of  CapaMvm, 

OU  of  LoMia, 

Tiac.  GekennB«m» 

Coo.  Tinct  of  GdsemimBi  danpenrinkia. 

CoDccntrated  TinaVotttxitii  Vind& 


Irifl  Venucolor. 
IpooKBa  Jalap. 
Leptaadria  Yirgiiue& 
}..ot>e1ia  Inflata. 
Slacrotys  liacamoM. 

ITm*  P«eket  Hedicme  Cases,  containing  betveen  twenty  and  thirty  kiads  of  meffi- 
»«,  for  fire,  flcveii  aftd  nine  dollars. 

We  publia)i  a  Price  Ciarrenty  \rhieh  we  send  to  Dniggitta  wlio  fiamiBh  nt  wltb  t>«ir 
lOMi;  aliG^  a  Jfannal^  eontaining'  a  brief  aeootmt  of  the  leading  properties^  and  VMf 
!  tiMM  Medieinesy  which  we  send  to  Pbynciana. 

All  the  articles  imuiuiaotared  at  our  Labonatory  will  be  put  up  in  vialaof  flint  gjlii, 
ft  hemetieally  sealed  and  stamped  ""Ammimn  Ohmieal  ImtUmU,  N.  Y^  ISfil,"  and 
Mr  tka  IbUowiBg  stamped  label . 


l%yaM«is  ot  l>raggist»  wishing  to  procure  any  of  these  me^einea^  ean  obtam 
f  sending  their  orers  to  as  a  &j  y  •>.'  .  1 ;  .' »  .  >      wing  Dniggiats^  who  are  our 


A<  K  dt  D.  SANDfcS 

E  A.  FA1INE8T0CK,  HULL  A  Co. 

K.  WABI>,  CLOfie  <k  Oo^ 

BOYDdtPALI^ 

BREWElia,  SfTEVENS  &  CUSHIXG, 

A.  UcCLURE  d  Co, 


Ko.  100  FultoB  street,  K.  T. 

]f  o.  127  Maiden  laaa        ** 

Nan  Cliff  atreat 

Ko.  8»  Maiden  lane         " 

Ivo.  40  Cortlandt  tftreet 

90  and  92  Washington  stroel^ 

8(ate  sti^t,  Albny.  N.  T* 


All  letten  of  inquiry  and  orders,  Will  be  |)romptly  answered  by  addrossiag  tb«  ,;„]^ 
iribers  at  583  Hoaston  street,  cofner  buil<Iing,  Broad way<  Kew  Tork- 


B.  KEITH  &  CO. 


^ 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  26th  of  October,  1863,  and  continue  until  the 
1st  of  March,  1854. 

HOBAGE  GBEEH,  M.  D., 

PrtMeni  of  the  Faculty^  and  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  PraeHce  of  Medici ne.  No.  12 

Clinton  Place. 

EDWIN  HAMILTON  BAVIS,  H.  D., 

Proftaor  ijf  Materia  Medica  and  Theraptutiet,  No,  189  Fourth  Avenve. 

B.  FOSDTCE  BABKER,  M.  D., 

Pr<ife»*or  of  mdwifery  and  Diieate*  of  Women  and  VhH/i-en,  M.  22  trett  EleDtnth  SI. 

B.  OOBEN  BOBEMirS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry^  Ko.  70  ITnion  Place. 

J.  X.  GABNOCHAN.  M.  B.. 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  with  Surgical  PatftoU>gy,  No.  766 

Broaa'way. 

EBMITNB  B.  FEASLEE,  H.  B., 

Professor  of  General,  Descriptite  and  Microscopical  Anaiomy. 

EBWABB  H.  PABKEB,  K.  B., 

Prtjfeuor  qf  PhytMogy  and  Pathology. 

JOEL  PABKEB,  LL.  B., 

Prqfessor  qf  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

B.  S.  CONANT,  K.  B., 

Demonstrator  (f  Anaiomy. 


A  prelinalnary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of 
October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will  be  free  to 
all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissectinfi^-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  Ist  of  October. 

This  College  nas  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Moseam,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  together  with  the 
whole  aeries  of  the  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those 
of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to  the  New 
York  Hoapital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical 
and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  he  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 


ra  Es. 

Matriculation,  |^5 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $6 ;  the  full  course,  $105  ;  for 
the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practice  his 
profession  in  any  part  of  the  State,  without  being  subject  to  the  annoyance  of 
examination  from  Medical  Societies. 

R,  OGDEN  DOREBIUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New  York  Medical  OoUege,  ) 

Ensi  Thirteenth  Street^  near  Broadway,  f 


oo 


PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 


WIDW    TO&S. 


STRING   AND    SPMMER    COURSE. 

This  coui-se  of  instruction,  to  consist  of  TLree  Weekly  Cliniqwe** 
and  Li?ctiiros  on  Sjiecial  Subjects,  will  commence  on  ^londay,  M«t1» 
2Yth,  1854,  and  continue  till  the  middle  of  June — an  intermi<ssion  d 
two  months  and  a  half  will  then  be  allowed,  and  the  Lectures  resumed 
in  September,  to  continue  to  the  beginning  of  the  AVinter  tenn  1*1 
October. 

The  Cliniques  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  at  U  i 
o'clock.    Two  Lectures  will  be  delivered  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  ani 
Friday,  each  at  10  and  11  A.  M. 

Lecturers,  Professore  Watts,  Parker  and  Clark,  Dre.  Elliot,  Lidell  and  j 
JJlackman,  and  Mr.  I.  Outram,  Jr.,  of  the  New  York  Preparatoiyj 
School  of  Medicine,  who  will  lecture  on  Organic  Chemistry. 

Lectures  and  Cliniques  free  to  the   Matriculated   Students  of  tlnJ 

College. 

G7   Crosbj/  Street,      ) 
March,  1854.  J 


iBnn8~$2  a  Year,  in  Advance.  Single  Copiea,  181  cents. 
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NEW  YORK 

MEDICAL  TIMES. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAIi  DEPARTMENT. 

SPRING,  SUMMER  AND  AUTUMN  COURSE  OF  LECTURES. 
This  C^ourse  of  Lectures  will  commeoce  on  Monday,  March  20th,  and  eontinue 
until  October  16th,  when  the  Winter  Course  will  be  resumed. 

PROFESSORS  OF  THB  aOVERNINQ  FA017X.T7. 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  M.  D..  LL  D ,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Sui^gical 

Anatomy,  and  Ex-President  of  the  Faculty. 
MARTYN  PAINE.  M.  IX.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
GUNNING  a  BEDFORD,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery. 
JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D..  ProC  of  Cheniiatry  and  Physiology. 
ALFRED  C.  POST.  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

WM.  H.  VAN  BUREN,  M.  D,  Prof,  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
JOHN  A.  SWETT,  M.  D.,  ProC  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

FROFII890RS  NOT  OF  THB  OOVBRNINQ  FAOUI^TT. 

THOMAS  M.  MARKOE,  M.  D.,  Sui-gical  Pathology  and  Clinical  Surgery. 
J.  T.  METCALFE,  M.  D..  Clinical  Medicine. 

CHARLES  E  ISAACS,  M.  D.,  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Uses  of  Microscope. 
CILVRLES  T.  ALLIN,  M.  D.,  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye.     ' 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
GEORGE  A.  PETERS,  M.  I).,  Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 
ALEXANDER  B.  MOTT,  M.  D.,  Prosector  to  the  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Surgerj-. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M  D.,  Prendent  of  the  FactiUy, 

The  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  on  Pathological  and  Microscopic  Anatomy, 
Physical  Diagnosis  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Genito> 
Urinary  Organs,  Toxicology,  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  Lectures  will  also  be  given 
on  special  subjects  in  Surgery,  Physiology,  Practical  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica 
and  Chemistry. 

The  Faculty  have  made  arrangements  by  which  Students  of  the  University 
will  be  furnished  with  tickets,  free  of  charge,  admitting  them  daily  to  the  medi- 
cal and  surgical  practice,  operations,  post-mortem  examinations,  Museum  and 
Library  of  the  New  York  liospital.  Free  admission  to  the  Bellevae  Hospital, 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  City  Dispensaries. 

There  will  be  five  Cliniques  at  the  University  every  week,  and  also  five  at  the 
hospitals.  Clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  admitted  to  the  hospitals  will  be  de- 
livered at  the  University.     These  Cliniques  are  as  follows  : 

OUNIQUES  AT  THB  UNIVBRSITT. 

Mofiday — Obstetric  CMinique,  by  Dr.  Bedford. 
Tiusdai/ — Surgical  Clinique,  by  Dr.  Mott 
Wedneitday — Medical  Clinique,  by  Dr.  Swett 

I'huruday — Clinique  on  Genito-tJrinory  and  Cutaneous  Diseases,  by  Dr.  Van 
Buren. 

Saturday — Surgical  Clinique,  by  Dr.  Post 

OLINIQUBS  AT  THB  HOSPITALa 

Medical  Clinique  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Swett. 

Medical  Clinique  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Metcalfe. 

Surgical  Clinique  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Van  Buren, 

Surgical  Clinitjue  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Markoe. 

Ophthalmic  Cimique  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infimary,  by  Dr.  Allin. 

TBRMS. — Students  who  have  not  attended  a  full  Course  of  Winter  Lecturer 
in  the  Universitv,  are  entered  for  the  Summer  Course  on  payment  of  the  Matri- 
culation Fee  an^  |25 ;  and  should  they  afterwards  decide  on  becoming  pupils  of 
the  University  for  the  Winter  Course  ensuing,  the  $30  thus  paid  will  be  creilited 
to  them  on  taking  out  their  ticket  for  that  .Course. 

Graduates  who  have  attended  the  Summer  Course  will  have  conferred  on 
them  a  certificate  of  honor,  as  an  evidence  of  their  having  pursued  a  fuller 
course  of  medical  instruction  than  that  usuallv  followed  by  students.  Letters 
may  be  addressed  to  JOhN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.. 

Preiident  Medical  Faculty  Univernty  of  AVw  York. 


LECTURES  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE-SKIN. 

Dr.  BuLKLET  proposes  to  giye  lils  annual  course  of  Lectures  o!i  Diseases  of 
the  Skin,  daring  the  months  of  May,  Jane,  and  July,  the  place  and  time  to  be  left 
for  fiiture  arrangement 

The  course  to  consist  of  about  Twenty-five  Lectures,  to  be  fully  illustrated  by 
means  of  Colored  Engrarings  and  Paintings,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  oases, 

Price  of  Tickets,  Five  Dollars. 

Those  wishing  to  attend  such  a  course  may  leave  their  names  with  Dr.  Bulk- 
ley,  at  his  residence,  No.  48  Bleecker  street^  or,  under  cover  to  him,  at  the  Kew 
York  Hospital. 

JV<w  Ywk,  March,  1864. 


DR.    R.    GLOVER, 

mpoBm  A2n>  MAXTFAcnrBB  or 

Trasses,  Female  Supportersi  and  Ladies'  Belts. 

Also^  a  very  superior  article  of  Belt  for  Females  after  confinement  Lutru- 
ments  for  Club-feet^  Knock-knees,  Bow4egfl^  weak  Ankle-joint^  Curvature  of  the 
Spine,  Piles,  and  Prolapsus  Ani.  Also,  a  very  superior  iSastic  Stocking  (for  en- 
larged veins  of  the  leg),  Elastic  Knee-caps,  and  a  complete  assortment  of  Trusses 
for  males,  females,  and  children.  Instruments  for  every  kind  of  deformity  made 
t«  order. 

OFFIOB  No.  12  ANN  BTRBBT, 

Between  Broadway  and  yauau  etreet. 
A  female  is  in  attendance  to  wait  on  ladies. 


The  Nsw  Toss  Hsdical  Tims  will  be  pabUahed  on  the  lit  of  every  month.  Oommiinloa- 
ttoBS  maj  be  addfeawd  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Bleecker  street.  Temu,  |9  per  anninn,  pejsMe  In 
advance. 

Tens  af  AdTertlriBg  In  the  New  Tark  Medical  TIbm. 

OnePage, ^  00  )  EMsh  tddltional insertion,     .       .      |8  00 

~  shiiddkonali  "  "    " 


JBach  aadltional  insertion,  .    2  50   One-ronrthofsPage,        .  .180 

One  half  of  •  Page,  .  3  00  |  Each  additional  inaertion,     .       .        100 

AH  AdvertlsemeDto  for  less  than  three  months  must  be  prepaid. 
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TO     THE 

MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


Tlie  Sabseriber,  haying  relinquiBhed  the  praetiee  of  Medieiiie,  inUndi  deTot- 
ing  his  time  and  attention  to  the 

PRACTICAL  DETTAII^  OF  PHARMACY. 

He  woald  respeetfiilly  inform  hi«  Medieal  brethren  that  he  has  porefaMed  the 

etore 

No.   809   BROADWAY, 

lately  oeenpied  by  George  D.  GoffgeahaU,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the 

Dusineea  of  an 

APO  THEO ARY. 

in  eonneetion  with  hia  old-eBtablished  etand, 

and  hopes  that,  with  capable  aaaistants  and  ttrict  attention,  he  will  merit  and 
receiye  a  continuance  of  the  fayors  he  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  eyeiy  article  being  of  the  M 

possible  quality,  and  accurately  dispensed,   

WK.  J.  OLUFFB, 

No,  6  Bcwery  and  809  Broadway,  near  llth  Street,  New  York, 
January,  1864. 

JUST   PUBLISHED, 
BT   SAMUEL   8.  &  WILLIAM   WOOD, 

A  TREATISE  ON  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

By  Ji.  irmJUL  (JDB  CeMSSIS)j 

WITH  OOLOSED  PLATES, 

Translated  and  Edited  by  OEOROE  C.  BLACKKAH,  X.  S. 

OTO^   db  SL<SIJaCZaaiZl^ 

MANUrACTUKSBS  OF 

OTsaiCAL  nrsiBTnoEBrTS  jjtb  obteofedicai  XACEnns, 

lEVSSES,  BJJTBAGBS,  fta, 

OF  EYEBT  SIZE  AND  DE8CBIPTI0H. 

N«.  ra  GKATHAn  STREET   (9d   FlMr),  NEW  T#BK. 

AU  klndt  of  InrtrnmentB,  Tools,  and  Betaiora,  made,  repditd,  and  ground,  at  theaborttikBottoiknd 

in  the  beat  maxinar. 


NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.         • 
Local  Office— Hos,  14  and  16  Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  Hew  Tork. 


PROF.  B.  SILLIMAN,  Senior,  Frendent. 
PltoF.  Jonathan  £niobt,  M.  D^  Vice-FretidnU, 
BxNj.  Nona,  Secretary.  John  W.  FrroB,  TVeoiurer, 

Local  7hit<M»— New  York— Saxuxl  Lkkd0,  Jube  W.  Bknsdiot.    Brooklyn— 
Gtkto  p.  Smith,  Iohabod  Sw  Spxnobb. 
Local    Offlcers—AQtaKry — ^Pkblet   D.  Whitmorb. 
Medical  Examiner— H.  D.  Bulklkt,  M.  ]>. 
JSxaminatioM  Daily  at  the  Office,  from  1  to  2  o\lock  ;  and  at  No,  48  Bleeeher 
street,  after  4  o'doeh,  P.  M, 


ACTUAL  CASH  SUBPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  Conetanily  Inereaiing, 


Tmt  first  Company  to  eomply  with  the  late  law  of  New  York,  which  requires 
Life  Insnranee  Gompaniee,  not  organized  nnder  the  laws  of  said  State,  to  deposit 
$100,000,  in  specified  secnritiea,  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  by 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  sach  Company  is  orffanized,  as  a  pre-reqnisite  for 
saoh  Company  transaeting  business  in  the  State  of  New  York* 

OBRTIFIOATB  OF  A17THOBITY. 

Stats  of  New  Yobx,  Coxttbollbk's  Opnci^  ) 
Albany,  Oct.  10,  1858.  y 

Whbbba%  Satisfactory  eridenee  has  been  fhrnished  to  me.  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore^  of  New  York  city  and  connty,  has  been  dnly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mntnal  life  Insnranee  Company,  being  an  insnranee  Company 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Conneetient; 

And  wbsbeas^  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  State, 
under  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
incorporation  of  life  and  Health  Insurance  Companies,  and  in  relation  to  Agencies 
of  such  Companies,**  passed  June  H  18^8,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Section, 
pawed  July  18,  1858; 

And  whzbsas,  A  certified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
paii7»  appointing  Jesse  W.  Benedict^  of  New  York  city  and  counter,  as  its  attorney 
in  this  State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  required  by  said  original  Section  14; 

Now,  TmntEFOKE,  In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  fuoresaid,  I,  John 
O.  Wright^  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Perley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  business  of  Life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  l>e  legally  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointment^  and  the  instmctions  which  may  be  giyen 
to  him  br  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[L.B.]  JOHN  C.  WBIGHT, 

Comptroller. 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Nos.  14  and  16 
Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  and  receive  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report^  and 
information  concerning  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

Ofhoi^  Nos.  14  and  16  Tbinitt  Building. 

P.  D.  WUITMOBS,  Actuary. 


Dr.  McMUNirS  EUZIR  OF  OPIUH. 

7%i$  U  tks  pure  and  e$aefUial  extract  Jrom  the  native  drug. 

It  contains  all  the  yalaable  medicinal  properties  of  Opiom  in  naiaral  eonda- 
nation,  to  the  ezelosion  of  all  its  noxioos,  deleterionsi  and  nsel^as  prineiplei^  upoi 
whioh  its  bad  effects  de]>end.  It  possesses  all  the  sedatiye»  anodyne^  and  anti- 
spasmodic powers  of  Opiam, — 

To  proaaoe  sleep  and  composure. 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervons  ezcitement^  and  morbid  irritabilitj  of 
body  and  mind. 

To  allay  eonynlsive  and  spasmodic  aotions. 

And  bemg  purified  from  sll  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements^  itaoperatioii 
is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  oostiveness,  no  headache. 

Nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  generd  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop^  Denareo- 
tized  Laudanum,  and  every  other  opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  aUo  greatly  superior  to  Morphine^ 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medical  virtues  of  Opium  in  its  native  con- 
biDation,  and  ih  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being  only  one  of 
its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  state  of  combination  too,  pro- 
duce all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a  remedy,  when  four  or  fiT« of 
its  other  valaable  principles  are  excluded. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  more  characteristic,  permanent^  and  uniform  dan 
any  of  the  Artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

8.  And  as  a  preparation  it  is  not  liaole  to  decompose  or  deteriorate  like  tke 
solutions  of  Morphine ;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serioua  objection,  which  has  pre- 
vented the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedjp^,  may  be  adopted  in  all 
cases  in  which  either  opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered,  with  the  oe^ 
.  tainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutaiy  and  happy  effect^  without  being  foUoved 
by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 


T  B  S  T  X  M  O  N I  A  Ii  8  . 

Prom  Dr.  Chilton^  tlu  eminent  Chemist  of  N,  York,  in  proof  of  the  aecwnplidimeid 

of  thit  diteovery. 

Dr.  John  B.  HoMnnn  having  nude  known  to  me  the  prooees  hy  which  he  prapens  his  *  Ettdr  flf 
Opium,"  and  wishing  me  to  state  my  opinion  concerning  ft.  I  therefore  saj,  that  the  process  Ib  *it 
accordance  with  well  known  cheml<»l  laws,"  and  that  the  preparatfonmnst  contain**  all  the  til- 
nahle  prlndplee  of  opinm,  without  those  which  are  considered  deleterious  and  useleea** 

Nsw  YoKK,  December  29, 1836.  J.  B.  OHILTON,  Operatiye  M.  D^  GheulSt,  to. 

Nsw  YoxK,  9th  ma  (fimi.)»,i9U. 

A.  B.  Ss  D.  BANDS.— OsMTLnran :  I  give  70a  the  result  of  my  experience  with  Dr.  MeMnDi^ 
Slixir  of  Opium,  in  a  severe  case  of  Hoopiog  Googh,  as  requested  by  yon.  Having  recently  had  an^ 
eral  cases  under  treatment,  I  was  induced  to  try  the  Elixir  combined  with  an  equl  poitloD  of  •  weak 
solution  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid.  I  administered  to  a  child  one  vear  old,  one  drop  of  the  mixtoxs  oa  a 
lump  of  sugar,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  tbe  elKact  exoeeoed  anything  I  ever  saw ;  the  apams 
were  almost  immediately  allayed  in  a  moet  decided  manner,  at  tbe  same  time  it  promoted  Ikeeand 
easy  expectoration.  I  consider  this  combination  a  most  rahiable  medicine  in  the  treatneat  af 
Hooping  Cough.  Tonn  respeotflilly, 

Dn.  Van  Hoevenhergk  and  AlletCe  trials  of  the  Elixir  of  Opium  in  the  BeUevue 

HospitaL 

This  is  to  certify  that  Dr.  J.  B.  MoMumn'S  ElUir  of  Opium  has  been  naed  in  seversl  caasi  at  tha 

Bellerue  Hospital,  with  the  most  satisfkctory  efliscta,  when  the  oaoal  preparatlona  of  Opiam  Mrs 

proved  ii^urious.  _ut^ 

Tbe  undersigned  are  fhlly  conyinoed  that  It  poaseeses  the  sedative  properties  of  the  latter,  wiflMit 

producing  constipation  of  tbe  bowels  or  any  unpleasant  symptoms. 

HENRY  VAN  HO^VEMBERGH/Besident  Phyatdan,  BeUevna  HoapitaL 
GEORGE  F.  ALLEN,  Aasiatant  Physician. 
Bkllvyub,  N.  Y.,  February  19th,  1887. 

A.11  orders  for  the  **  Trade  **  must  be  addressed,  as  heretofore,  to 

A.  B.  A  D.  SANDS^ 
Wholesale  Druggists,  100  Fulton  street,  comer  of  William  st,  K.  Y. 


TO     THE 

MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


^lid  Subscriber,  haying  relinqniahed  the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  deyot> 
ing  his  time  and  attention  to  the 

PRACTICAL  DETAILS  OF  PHARMACY. 

He  wonld  respectfully  inform  his  Medical  brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the 

store 

No.   809   BROADWAY, 

lately  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  cany  on  the 

Dusiness  of  an 

APOTHECARY, 

in  connection  with  his  old-eetablished  stand, 

INTO.  6  ^<:>\p%rjnie^7Br, 

«nd  hopes  that>  with  capable  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and 
reeeive  a  continuance  oi  the  favors  he  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  best 

possible  quality,  and  accurately  dispensed.    

WH.  J.  OLLIEFE, 
No.  6  Bowery  and  809  Broadway,  near  11th  Street,  New  York, 

January,  1864 


DR.    R.    aLOVER, 

DGPOXIKB  AND  XARUTAOTITKIB  OT 

Tmsses,  Female  Snpporters,  and  Ladies'  Belts. 

Also,  a  very  superior  article  of  Belt  for  Females  after  confinement  Instru- 
ments for  Club-feet,  Knock-knees^  Bow-legs,  weak  Anklejoints,  Curvature  of  the 
Spine,  Piles,  and  Prolapsus  Ani  Also,  a  very  superior  l^astic  Stocking  (for  en- 
larged veins  of  the  leex  Elastic  Knee-caps,  and  a  complete  assortment  of  Trusses 
for  males,  females,  ana  children.  Instruments  for  every  kind  of  deformity  made 
to  order. 

OFFICE  Mo.  12  ANN  STREET, 

Between  Broadway  and  Naeeau  street, 

A  female  is  in  attendance  to  wait  on  ladies. 


OW^    db  3B:<SISCXjXIX1.« 

MANVFACrUBXIlS  OF 

SUBOICAL  nrSTBUHEHTS  AND  OBTHOPEDICAL  MACHIHES, 
TRUSSES,  BANDAGES,  &a, 

OF  ETEBT  SIZE  AND   DE8CBIPTI0N. 

Tt:  58  CBATKAn  STREET   (9d   Floor),  NEW   TORK. 

AH  kinds  of  InstmmentB,  Tools,  snd  Sclasora,  made,  repslr«d,  And  ground,  at  tiie  shorteBt  noiloe,  and 

In  the  beet  manner. 


g^mmraii  Itntual  f  ift  Insurana  C0tnyatti, 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN, 
Local  Offloe— Vol.  14  and  16  Trinity  Building,  Broadway,  Vew  TorL 

PROF.  B.  SILLDiAK,  Senior,  PreHdent, 
pBor.  Jonathan  Eniobt,  M.  D^  Vtee-PrnidetU. 
Bm.  NoTB,  Secretary.  Jobk  W.  Frch,  TWofvrcr. 

Zoeai  7Hm<m«— New  Tork^SAMun.  Lkkm,  Jan  W.  BsnoHCT.    Brookhfii— 
Ctrto  p.  Smitb,  Iobabod  S.  Sfknckb. 
Zoeal    Oficen^Ac/baaxj^'FEBun  B.  Wbrmoul 
Medieal  EzAiiiiiier^—H.  D.  Bhuoxt,  M.  D. 
l^MmtinatianM  Daily  at  the  OffUe,  from  1  fo  2  o'clock  ;  and  ai  No.  43  BUeeker 
street,  after  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


ACTUAL  OASB  SURPLUS,  $130,649  62, 

And  ConetarUly  Inereaeing. 


Ite  fint  CompAny  to  oomplj  with  the  l&te  law  of  New  Yorlc,  wbidli  reqnlreB 
life  Ineuntnce  Companiee,  not  organized  under  tlie  laws  of  said  State,  to  depodt 
1100,000,  in  specified  seenritiea^  with  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  State  bj 
or  under  the  laws  of  which  such  Company  is  organized,  as  a  pre-reqmsite  f<tf 
■ueh  Companj  transacting  business  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

GKBTIFICATK  OF  AlTTBOBmr. 

Statc  or  Niw  York,  Co]cprROLLEB*B  Omc^  I 
Albany,  Oct.  10,  1S53.  ) 

Whsrxas,  Satisfactory  eridence  has  been  furnished  to  me.  that  Perley  D. 
Whitmore^  of  New  York  city  and  oounty,  has  been  duly  appointed  an  agent  of 
the  American  Mutual  life  Insurance  Company,  being  an  Insurance  C<»ipany 
incorporated  by  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 

And  whkrxas,  It  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  States 
under  his  hand  and  official  seal,  the  said  Company  has  eompUed  with  the 
requirements  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Act,  entitled,  **  An  Act  to  prcyvide  for  tbe 
incorporation  of  life  and  Healtii  Insurance  Companiea»  and  in  relatioB  to  Agendcs 
of  such  Companies,"  passed  June  34^  1858,  and  an  Act  amending  said  Seotifia, 
passed  July  18,  1868; 

And  WHnsAS,  A  certified  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Com- 
pany, appointing  Jesse  W.  Beneaiot^  of  New  York  city  and  counter,  as  its  attorney 
in  this  State,  has  been  filed  in  this  office,  as  re<][uired  by  said  ori^nal  Section  U; 

Now,  THXRiFORi,  In  pursuance  of  the  proTision  of  uie  Acts  uoresaid,  I,  John 
C.  Wright^  Comptroller  of  the  SUte  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
Parley  D.  Whitmore  is  authorized,  as  an  Agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  transact 
the  business  of  Life  Insurance  in  this  State,  so  far  forth  as  he  may  he  lendly  em- 
powered by  his  letter  of  appointnent^  and  the  instructions  which  may  oe  gires 
to  him  b^  the  said  Company. 

In  witness  whereof  I  haye  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  my  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  first  aboye  written. 

[l.  a]  JOHN  a  WRIGHT, 

Controller. 

Policy  holders  and  the  Public  are  inyited  to  call  at  the  Office,  Nos.  14  and  16 
Trinity  building,  Broadway,  and  receiye  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report^  and 
information  concerning  any  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  Company. 

Omoi^  Nos.  14  and  16  Trinitt  Buili>ino. 

P.  D.  WETTHOBE,  Aotuaiy. 


AITATOMICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  MODELS. 


MeBsre.  J.  C.  &  D.  Htatt  respectfully  inform  the  Medical  profeaaion  that 
they  have  recently  imported  from  Paris,  a  lan^e  Collection  of  Anatomical 
Models,  in  addition  to  their  former  extensive  Collection.    Their  Collection 
no'w  consists  of  the  following  Models,  viz : — Model  of  a  Man  4  feet  high, 
showing  1200  objects  in  detail ;  Pelvis  of  a  Woman,  shov^ing  all  the  impor- 
tant parts ;  7  Uteri,  showing  progress  of  gestation :   Eye  of  large  dimensions, 
ahowinff  82  objects ;  Heart  of  a  foetus  of  large  dimensions,  showing  61  ob- 
jects; Srain  in  12  halves,  showing  120  objects;  Larynx  with  bronchi;  Prepa- 
imtion  of  the  Ear  with  the  arteries  and  veins;  Head  showing  the  arteries, 
veins  and  nerves ;  Head  articulated  with  brass ;  Adult  Jaws  with  the  arteries, 
veins  and  nerves ;  Heads  sawed,  and  showings  various  parts,  with  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  Internal  Ear ;  Foetal  Heads  at  full  time ;  Preparation  of  the  6th 
pair  of  nerves;  Preparation  of  the  Internal  Mazillarv  artery;  Jaws  of  children, 
showing  dentition;   Temporal  Bones  carved,  with  Internal  Ear;  do.  with 
Middle  Ear ;  Separated  or  Disarticulated  Heads  with  teeth ;  Bones  of  the  feet 
prepared  with  cords;  Hands  do.;  Skeletons,  Buckskin  Manikins,  &c.,  &c.; 
together  with  the  complete  Collection  of  the  TKibert  Museum  of  Paris,  con- 
mstiog  of  Pathological,  Surgical,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy;  in  all  about  2000 
Models. 

A  large  collection  of  Anatomical  as  well  as  Dental  Models  will  be  re- 
o^ved,  and  ready  for  inspection  in  June,  differing  entirely  from  those  hereto- 
fore received. 

Orders  for  Models,  &c.,  may  be  addressed  to  J.  C.  &  D.  HYATT,  449 
Broadway,  New  York.  ,  Letters  of  inquiry,  or  soliciting  information,  must  be 
post-paid. 


■wilwn  of  the  FhAnBaoentieal  Society  of  Qreat  Britain^ 

(lATB   BA88KTT) 

CHEMISTS    AND    DBUGGISTS, 

81  Bleeek«r  Street,  4  4mmw  weei  ef  Bte^Jwmy, 

HEW   TORK. 

ovPFZzva  JLxrD  auBBCHZsra. 

Orders  for  Capping  and  Leeching  will  be  promptly  attended  to  by  leaying 
word  with  the  saMeriber, 

J.  G,  SCULLEY, 

Ho.  12  AMITT  STBBET,  HEAS  BBOADWAT. 

JSr<r  refws  to 
Dr.  John  Watbow,  Dr.  J.  J.  Cranio 

Dr.  Yaw  Buasf,  Dr.  D.  Ia  Roona, 

Dr.  KnoAun^  Dr.  Bulklxt. 

My  1, 186«. 


cahavah  bbothebs, 

718  BROASWAT.  qn^te  WMUagtoa  PlMe, 

FORMERLY  CORNBR  OF  FOURTH  8TREKT. 

iUj,  1854. 

f 

DB.  AUGUSTUS  K.  OABDHEB 

HAS   BXMOVXD   TO 

Ho.  141  Baft  Thirteenth  ftreet,  between  2d  end  Sd  Avennee. 

Jfew  Tork,  Ma^  1^  18M. 


MANUTACrUBBBS  OF 


SVBOICAL  IHglBVMEHTS  AVS  ORTHOPBDIOAI  MAGHIHBB, 
TBVS8B8,  BAVDA&EB,  ftft, 

OF  SYEBY  SIZE  AND  DEBCSIPTIOH. 
n:  A8  CHATKAHE  8TBBET   (94   Fl««r),  VTBW  ^mWLWL>. 

AD  Undt  or  laitnimm^  TMrit,  Old  Bcliion,  iiuide»  npalMd^ 

In  tbe  bMt  iimn«r 


TheHsw  YoBK  Medical  TiMBt  wiUbe  publlahedoo  the  lat  of  erery  moBOi. 
Uou  may  be  eddieeied  to  the  Editor,  No.  43  Ueeekerstieet.  Tsmia,  |«  per  aum 
•dTBiice. 

Tenu  if  A4Tertisli«  !■  Ihe  New  Yerk  KMacal  Hmc 


One] 


»h  iSftltioDiil  luMrtion, 
One  hair  of  a  Pace,       .      . 

An  AdfeitiMmentB  fbr  leei  than  three  moatha  mint  be  prepaid. 


es  00  I  Each  addlttoMl  iuertlQau 
8  50   ODe^bnrthofaPage, 
3  00   EaehadditkmallnMitloo, 


1  90 
1  00 


MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College  will 
commence  on  Wednesday,  18th  of  October,  1854,  and  continue  five  months. 

HOKAOS  OREEV,  H  D., 

President  of  the  /•'acaUi/,  and  Prnftuor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

EDWHr  HAMILTOV  DAVIS,  M.  D., 

Prqftssor  of  Materia  Medica  and  7herapinticH. 

B.  FOBDTCE  BABKEB,  M.  D., 

Profeswr  of  Midw'fery  and  Dieeaees  of  Women  and  Children. 

B.  OODEV  DOBEMVS,  M.  D., 

Prqfesa&r  qf  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudenct . 

J.  M.  CABSOCHAH,  K.])., 

Professor  qf  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  with  Surgical  Patholfffy. 

SDMUVD  B.  PEASLEE,  X.  D., 

Professor  qf  General,  Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anattftny. 

EOWABD  H.  PABKEB,  X.  S., 

Pro/e$tor  qf  Phgtiology  and  PatJioUhj;/. 

D.  S.  COHAHT,  M.  D., 

/)&f}um8trat^r  of  Anatomy. 


A  Fall  Course  will  comineuce  on  the  Ist  of  September.  Isinou  Gluck,  M.  1>., 
on  Disease^s  of  the  Eye ;  David  Uiil,  M.  D.,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  4tli 
of  October,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and  will  be  free 
to  all  Medical  Students.  r 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  upfcnod  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  extensive 
Museum,  fully  representing  external  and  internal  Pathology,  toirether  with  the 
whole  series  of  the  Microscojuc  Models^. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  fur  surpass  those  of 
any  other  city.  The  Students  of  thi.^j  College  can  have  acce.<s  to  the  New^  York 
Hospital,  Bellevue  PIos]nt<il,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the  city.  A  Sureical,  a  Medical, 
and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Proujssors  of  these 
departments.  Obstetrical  caso:«  iind  subjects  for  dissect  ion  are  abundantly  fur- 
nished for  the  students. 


FEES. 

Matriculation,  %h\  Demonstrator^  Ticket,  $5:  the  t'ull  Course.  *1(»5:  for  tht- 
Final  Examination,  %%(). 


II.  OODKX  DOIiKMl'S,  /Vnw  of  the  Fucili*/- 


Nkw  Vobk  Medical  Collbgk,  \ 

H^*t  Thirteenth  Street,  near  Broad  wny.  \ 

Auffust  1,  1854. 


PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

o»T  or  araw  tokk. 


.  The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  for  the  seesi^  of  1 854-55  commences 
on  Monday,  Oct.  19,  1854,  and  will  continue  Jive  months,  A  prelimi- 
nary course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  as  usual  be  delivered, 
conitnencing  early  in  September. 

Feet  for  the  Regular  Course, — Matriculation,  %b :  Full  Course  of  all 
the  Lectures,  $105 ;  Graduation,  |25. 

FACULTY. 

Alexander  II.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President,  and  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery. 

Joseph  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Tlieory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  Toruey,  M.  1).,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistiy  and  Botany. 

Rodert  "Watts,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

WiLLARD  Parker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

Elisha  Bartlett,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 

John  A.  Lidell,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.,  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

(iEORGE  T.  Elliot,  M.D.,  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  ill  health  of  Professor  Bartlett, 
the  Faculty  have  made  the  following  arrangements  for  the  session  of 
1854~o5:— 

Professor  Smith  will  deliver  the  Course  on  Materia  Medica. 

Professor  Clark  that  on  Practice  of  Medicine,  resigning  the  Course 
on  Physiology  to 

Professor  John  C.  Dalton,  of  Buffalo  Uuivei-sity. 

James  Knox,  Janitor,  resides  in  the  College,  No.  67  Crosby  Street, 
and  will  aid  Students  in  obtaining  board,  ifec. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


The  regular  rour8<<  uf  Lectures  for  tlit*  ^i'Mion   1854-55  will  comin^uec  on 
Monday,  Oct.  16tli,  and  continue  until  the  last  <1r\'  of  Februan*  following. 

VALKXTINE  MOIT,  M.  D.,  LL  D ,  Emeritus  Pmfes*or  of  Sui«gery  and  Sui^icai 

Anatoni3%  and  Ex-Presiilent  of  the  Kaeultj. 
MARTVX  I'AINK,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  MaUria  Medica  and  Therapelltie^. 
(JUNNIXt;  S.  BP:1)B>RI),  M.  D..  Pi-of.  of  Midwifery. 
JOHN  W.  DRAPKU,  M.  1).,  Prof,  of  Chemiatry  and  Physiology. 
ALFRED  (\  POST,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
WM  n.  VAX  Bl'REX,  M.  IX.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  A.  SWFrrr,  M.  1>.,  Prof,  of  the  Institute*  and  Practice  of  Medicine^ 
CHARLES  E.  iSAAas,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
GEORGE  A.  PETERS,  .M.  D.,  Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Sui-gery. 
ALEXANDER  R  MO'IT,  M.  D.,  Projector  to  tlic  Emeritus  Prof,  of  h>urg»;ry- 

JOHN  W.  DRAPKU,  .M.  D.,  Pr^iuhnt  of  the  FaenUft. 


Fee  for  each  Professor's  ticket,  A15;  or,  for  a  full  Course  of  Lectures,  f  I Uo. 
Matriculation  Fee,  ^h.  Graduation  Fee,  $30.  Demonstrator's  Fee,  f5.  In 
consequence  of  the  recent  legalization  of  anatomy,  subjects  will  be  furnished  t« 
.students  free  of  charge. 

There  are  five  Oliniques  in  the  University  every  week:  On  3/€#»<ia^.  on  Ob- 
stetrics; 7W*c(o//,  Surgical ;  1Fi0<fne«<2ay,  Medical ;  TTrurMfa//,  Clinique  on  Diseases 
of  Genito-Urinary  Organs;  Saturdatf,  Surgical  Clinique. 

Attendance  as  usual  in  the  Ho3]>itals  and  Infirmaries. 


''I  would  add  that  I  have  already  prescribed,  with  advantage,  the  pills  pre- 
pared according  to  the  formula  of  M.  Blaneard,  and  that  the  end  of  the  perfect 
preservation  of  the  iodide  of  iron  is  completely  attained.  This  excellent  medi- 
cine will  be  more  frequently  prescribed  in  future  than  it  has  been." 

BoucHAEDAT,  Annuaite  de  Therapeutiqtie  p<mr  PAnnee  1851,  p  199. 

Every  physician,  every  work  of  medicine,  regards  the  iodide  of  iron  as  an 
excellent  preparation,  which  unites  the  properties  of  both  iodine  and  iron.  It  is 
especially  useful  in  chlorotic,  stnmious,  and  tuberculous  affections,  in  leucorrhoea, 
amenorrhcea,  <fcc ;  it  strengthens  hrnphatic  and  debilitated  systems. 

Each  pill  contains  one  ^ain  otioaide  of  iron,  and  is  covered  with  one-fifth  of 
a  grain  oi  minutely  pulvenzed  iron,  and  the  whole  coated  with  a  layer  of  balsam 
of  Tolu.    Dose,  two  to  four  pills  a  day. 

N.  B.  Iodide  of  iron,  wnich  is  impure,- or  which  has  undergone  a  change,  is 
an  uncertain  and  sometimes  a  dangerous  remedy,  in  consequence  of  the  presence 
of  free  iodine;  the  physician  can  always  a^ure  himself  or  the  purity  of  Blan- 
card's  Pills,  by  means  of  the  SEAL  OF  REACTTfVE  SILVER  which  accompanies 
them.  None  are  genuine  which  have  not  this  beachvb  silver  seal  attached  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  cork,  and  the  annexed.fscaimile  of  M.  Blancard's  signature, 
on  a  green  label. 


Pharmaeien,  rue  de  Seine,  61,  d  Paris, 

General  Depot  in  the  United  States^  at  the  store  oi 

E.  A  a  FOUGERA, 
Phannaceuiiiti,  No,  80  North  William  street.  New  York, 


Portrait  of  A.  H.  Stevensi  M.  D. 

Physicians,  or  others,  wishing  to  possess  an  accurate  steel-enmved 
likeness  of  Dr.  Stevens  can  be  supplied  by  applying  to  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood, 
261  Pearl  street;  Bailliere,  290  Broadway;  John  Meakim,  497  Broad- 
way ;  C.  Adamson,  698  Broadway ;  or  to  the  undersigned, 

A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH, 

J^  Price  twenty-five  cents.  C83  Broadway. 

New  Tork^  August^  1854. 

Al 
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BLANCARD'S    PILLS  '-  ^  ^ 

OF  UKCHANGEABLE  lODOE  OP  IRON.  %    J 

(The  only  Fonanla  adopted  by  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine.)  '4. 
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